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NOtwithftanding  pharmacy  is  of  that  importance  to 
the  health  of  mankind,  as  to  engage  the  favour- 
able reception  of  the  public  for  books  written  to 
improve  the  art ;  yet  the  great  number  which  have 
lately  appeared  makes  a  preface  to  this  undertaking  ne« 
ceffary. 

The  reformation  which  the  pharmacopoeia  of  London 
has  undergone,  has  not  been  equally  followed  by  thofe 
who  have  built  upon  it.  Many  obfolete  and  abfurd  com- 
positions are  ftill  retained  by  them  all :  the  weights  and 
meafures,  made  ufe  of  in  the  feveral  formulas,  are  not  re- 
duced to  one  ftandard :  the  directions  to  the  apothecary 
not  fufficiently  full  or  plain:  the  articles  of  the  materia 
medica  not  defcribed  with  that  accuracy  and  precifion 
necefTary  where  miftakes  may  be  of  fatal  confequence  :  vir- 
tues afcribed  to  medicines,  which  have  no  foundation  in 
nature,  but  owe  their  origin  to  fuperftition  and  ignorance  : 
and  fo  much  foreign  matter,  and  ridiculous  ftories,  inter- 
wove, as  if  the  compilers  endeavoured  to  recommend  their 
books  by  their  bulk,  rather  than  by  any  new  and  ufeful 
matter. 

It  were  eafy  to  make  the  juftnefsof  this  criticifm  appear, 
by  inftances  drawn  from  the  feveral  difpenfatories.  But 
as  this  could  anfwer  no  ufeful  purpofe,  either  to  the 
reader  or  the  author  ;  we  fhall  pafs  on  to  fay  what  we  have 
done,  to  deferve  the  favour  of  the  public. 
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We  have  prefixed,  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  work, 
a  general  theory  of  pharmacy,  and  a  practical  account  of 
the  pharmaceutical  instruments  and  operations.  In  the 
theoretical  part,  care  has  been  taken,  to  avoid  all  hypothe- 
tical reafonings,  and  to  deliver  only  the  direct  refult  of  ex- 
periment and  obfervation.  Hence,  the  properties,  quali- 
ties, and  mutual  relations  of  medicinal  fubftances,  here 
laid  down,  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  general  principles  of 
the  art ;  from  which  the  effect  of  any  affignable  prepara- 
tion or  combination  of  the  feveral  fimples  may  be  judged. 

This  introduction  is  followed  by  an  account  of  the 
weights  and  meafures  made  ufe  of  in  the  book  ;  accompa- 
nied with  feveral  new  and  accurate  tables,  the  ufefulnefs  of 
which  will  lufficiently  appear  upon  bare  infpection. 

The  firft  part  of  the  work  itfelf  contains  what  is  called 
the  Materia  medica,  or  the  fubftances  received  for  medicinal 
purpofes,  in  two  books  •,  one  treats  of  fimples  in  general, 
and  the  diftribution  of  them  under  general  heads ;  the 
other  of  the  feveral  articles  in  particular. 

The  fimples  are  diftributed,  both  according  to  their 
medicinal  virtues,  into  cardiacs,  flomachics,  detergents, 
&c.  and  according  to  their  more  fenfible  qualities,  into 
bitters,  acrids,  lweets,  &c.  The  firft  of  thefe  arrangements 
is  adopted  by  Quincy  :  the  fecond,  which  is  formed  chiefly 
upon  the  plan  of  Cartheuler,  is  much  more  fatisfactory, 
and  of  far  greater  real  ufe. 

In  treating  of  the  feveral  fimples  themfelves,  we  have 
given,  where  neceffary,  a  defcription  of  the  drug,  with 
the  marks  of  its  genuinenefs  and  goodnefs ;  and  fully  fet 
down  the  diftinguifhing  characters  of  fuch  as,  from  a  fi- 
militude  in  their  external  appearance,  are  apt  to  be  con- 
founded with  others  of  different  qualities. 

With  regard  to  the  virtues  of  medicines,  particular  care 
has  all  along  been  taken,  to  reject  the  fabulous  ones  re- 
tained in  other  works  of  this  kind  •,  and  to  give  only 
thole  which  have  been  either  confirmed  by  repeated  expe- 
rience, or  may    be  rationally  inferred  from  the   perfect 
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agreement  of  the  fimple  in  its  fenfible  qualities  with  others 
of  known  virtue. 

We  have  likewife  fhewn,  in  what  part  the  medicinal  vir- 
tue of  the  refpective  fubftances  refide;  by  what  means  it 
may  be  extracted  and  preferved  •,  and  under  what  form  the 
fimples  themfelves,  or  their  preparations,  are  moft  ecm- 
modioufly  and  advantagioufly  exhibited.  Some  iubitan- 
ces  entirely  unfit  for  certain  forms,  are  very  well  adapted 
to  others  :  a  powder  or  horfe-radiili  root,  and  an  infufion 
of  that  of  arum,  are  altogether  infignificant ;  whilft  an  in- 
fufion of  the  nrft,  and  a  powder  of  the  fecond,  newly  pre- 
pared, are  medicines  of  great  efficacy.  We  have  fupplied 
the  principal  defiderata  in  this  important  part  of  medicinal 
knowledge,  from  actual  experiment ;  for  little  of  this  kind 
is  to  be  met  with  in  books  :  and  hope  that  this  wiil  of  it- 
felf  prove  lufricient  recommendation  to  the  prefent  work. 

The  fecond  part  receives  the  preparations  and  compofi- 
tions  of  the  new  pharmacopoeias  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh ;  with  fuch  of  the  old  ones  as  ilill  continue  to  be 
kept  in  the  {hops,  and  fome  others  which  have  lately  come 
into  efteem,  either  in  this  kingdom  or  abroad. 

In  tranflating  the  prefcriptions,  where  the  original  ap- 
peared too  concife  or  obicure,  the  liberty  is  taken  of  ex- 
preffing  the  directions  in  a  more  full  and  clear  manner ; 
but  care  has  been  had  never  to  carry  this  liberty  fo  far,  as 
to  vary  the  fenfe  of  the  original.  The  ingredients  m  the 
feveral  compofitions  are,  for  greater  diitinclnefs  (a  point 
which  has,  throughout  the  whole,  been  particularly  aimed 
at)  ranged  in  different  lines  :  from  a  want  of  fome  method 
of  this  kind,  there  are  inftances  of  ingredients  being  con- 
founded, and  two  articles  miftaken  for  one. 

To  the  feveral  medicines  is  fubjoined,  where  requifite, 
an  account  of  the  principles  on  which  they  are  built  ;  to- 
gether with  their  virtues,  ufe,  dofe,  and  the  cautions  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  obferved  in  the  exhibition  of  them.  To  the 
more  difficult  or  dangerous  operations  is  added  a  full  de- 
fcription  of  the  mod  advantageous  method  of  performing 
them  :  and  to  fuch  medicines  as  are  liable  to  fophiftication, 
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the  means  of  diftinguifhing  the  genuine  from  the  adulte- 
rated. 

In  the  third  part,  directions  are  given  for  extempora- 
neous prefcription  ;  together  with  a  collection  of  elegant 
and  efficacious  medicines  made  ufe  of  in  the  prefent  prac- 
tice 5  a  collection,  not  indeed  very  numerous,  but  con- 
taining a  fufficient  variety  of  compofitions,  in  different 
forms,  for  anfwering  moft  intentions  of  cure.  This  part 
is  followed  by  a  number  of  efficacious  and  cheap  medicines 
defigned  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor. 

To  the  whole  are  fubjoined  three  copious  and  ufeful 
indexes ;  the  firft  of  difeafes,  with  the  principal  remedies 
adapted  to  each  in  their  different  ftages  and  circumftances ; 
the  fecond  of  the  Englifh,  and  the  third  of  the  Latin 
names  of  the  fimple  and  compound  medicines.  In  the  two 
latter,  the  fynonymous  names,  made  ufe  of  by  authors, 
are  inferted,  in  a  different  character  •,  an  addition,  which 
was  not  made  without  confiderable  trouble  to  the  author, 
and  which  he  hopes  will  be  of  equal  utility  to  the  reader. 

The  author  is  fufficiently  fenfible  of  many  imperfections 
in  this  performance  j  neverthelefs  prefumes  to  hope  that  it 
will  appear  he  has  every  where  confulted  the  dignity  of 
the  art,  the  eafe  and  advantage  of  the  operator,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  patient. 
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[  I  ] 
INTRODUCTION- 

A     GENERAL 

THEORY  of  PHARMACY. 


PHARMACY    is   the  art  of  preparing    and  compounding  natural 
fubflancs  for  medicinal  purpofes  ;    in  a  manner  fultable  to  their 
refpeclwe  properties,  and  the  Intentions  of  cure. 

This  art  confifts  of  two  branches :  one  which  teaches  the  know-* 
ledgp.  cf  medicinal  jubjlances  thernfelves,  their  dijllngulfhing  charac- 
ter 1/llcs,  the  marks  of  their  goodnefs,  genuinenefs  and  purity ,  their 
Jeveral  properties  and  qualities,  their  relations  to  one  another  with  re~ 
gard  to  mifcibility,  their  fi'nefs  or  unfitnefs  for  different  treatments^ 
and  their  general  cffetfs  upm  the  hitman  body  :  the  other,  the  Jkilful 
performance  of  the  jeveral  proceffes,  or  operations,  by  which  they  are 
fitted  for  particular  purpofes. 

A  perfect  acquaintance  with  pharmacy,  comldered  in  this  lights 
is  effentially  neceffary  to  the  due  exercife  of  the  art  of  phyfic  :  for 
if  this  is  neglected,  bodies  that  nearly  refemble  one  another  in  ap- 
pearance will  not  only  be  confounded  ;  but  likewife  fubftances  of 
known  efficacy  will  be  fubje£ted  to  operations  which  deftroy  their 
virtue,  infufed  in  improper  menftrua,  added  to  bodies  with  which 
they  refufe  a  due  degree  of  union,  or  which  alter  and  impair  their 
virtues. 

Pharmacy  has  been  ufually  diftinguifhed  into  galentca.l  and 
chemical.  By  the  firff,  medicinal  fubftances  are  barely  reduced 
into  a  convenient  form  for  being  exhibited,  whether  fingly  or  in  compo- 
fitlon  :  by  the  other,  their  efficacious  parts  are  extracted  from  the  ufe- 
lefs  and  inactive ;  mixt  bodies  are  refolved  into  more  fimple  ones  of 
different  qualities  from  the  original  fubjecl  ;  and  new  artificial  com- 
pounds produced,  poffefflng  properties  which  neither  of  the  ingredients 
had  before.  The  reduction  of  bodies  into  powder  in  the  common 
manner,  the  forming  of  pills,  troches,  lozenges,  eleclaries,  con- 
ferves,  plafters,  belong  to  the  galenical  ;  effential  oils,  fpirits,  ex- 
tracts, refms,  volatile  and  fixt  falts,  the  artificial  neutral  falts, 
the  preparations  of  metallic  and  other  mineral"  fubftances,  to  the 
chemical  pharmacy. 

a  Chap- 
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Chapter     I. 

A  general  view  of  the  properties  and  relations  of  medicinal 
fubjiances. 

Sect.    I. 

VEGETABLES. 

VEGETABLES  are  organized  bodies,  containing,  in  certain  vef- 
fels,  oily,  resinous,  gummy,  and  saline  juices.  There 
are  found  to  differ  greatly,  not  only  in  quantity,  but  likewife  in  their 
quality,  according  to  the  age  of  the  plant,  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
and  the  foil  in  which  it  is  produced.  Thus  fome  herbs  in  their  in- 
fancy are  found  to  abound  moft  with  oil ;  whilft  others  yield  little 
or  none,  till  they  have  attained  to  a  more  advanced  age.  The 
common  grain,  and  fundry  other  feeds,  when  beginning  to  vege- 
tate, are  in  tafte  remarkably  fweet ;  yet  the  kernels  of  certain  Fruits 
prove,  at  the  fame  period,  extremely  acrid.  The  roots  of  fome  of 
cur  indigenous  plants,  whofe  juice  is,  during  thefummer,  thin  and 
watery;  if  wounded  early  in  the  fpring,  yield  rich,  balfamic  juices, 
which,  expofed  to  a  gentle  warmth,  foon  concrete  into  folid  gum- 
my- refins,  fuperior  to  many  of  thofe  brought  from  abroad.  In 
open  expofures,  dry  foils,  and  fair  warm  feafons,  aromatic  plants  prove 
ftronger  and  more  fragrant,  and  fetid  ones  weaker  in  fmeii,  than 
in  the  oppofite  circumftances.  To  thefe  particulars,  therefore,  due 
regard  ought  to  be  had  in  the  collecting  of  plants  for  medicinal 
ufe. 

Vegetable  oils  are  of  two  kinds  :  one,  grofs,  infipid,  and  ino- 
dorous ;  called,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  ufually  extracted, 
exprejfed  oil :  the  other  more  fubtile  and  volatile,  poffeffing  the 
whole  of  the  frnell,  and  not  unfrequently  the  tafte  of  the  fubject, 
and  hence  named  ejjential. 

Expressed  oils,  in  their  pure  ftate,  do  not  unite  with  either 
aqueous  or  fpirituous  liquors :  a  fkillful  addition  of  fugar  renders 
them  mifcibie  with  the  former,  into  lohochs  and  oily  draughts :  al- 
caline  falts  change  them  into  a  foap,  mifcibie  with  both,  and  per- 
fectly difioluble  in  the  latter  into  an  uniform  tranfparent  liquor. 
In  the  cold,  they  lofe  greatly  of  their  fluidity  :  fome,  in  a  fmall 
degree  of  cold,  congeal,  Expofed  to  a  warm  air,  they  foon  be- 
come thin,  and  highly  rancid  5  their  foft,   lubricating  and  relaxing 
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quality  is  changed  into  a  fharp  acrimonious  one  :  in  this  ftate,  in- 
flead  of  allaying,  they  occafion  irritation  ;  inffead  of  obtunding 
corrofive  humors,  they  corrode  and  inflame.  Thefe  oils  are  liable 
to  the  fame  noxious  alteration  while  contained  in  the  original  fub- 
jeer :  hence  the  oily  feeds  and  kernels,  as  almonds  and  the  cold 
feeds  fo  called,  are  frequently  met  with  rancid.  Nevertheless,  on 
triturating  thefe  kinds  of  fubftanos  with  water,  the  oil,  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  other  matter,  unites  with  that  fluid  into  an  emul- 
fion  or  milky  liquor,  which  tends  rather  to  grow  four  than  rancid. 

Essential  oils  unite  with  rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  but  not 
with  water;  though  this  lafl  may  be  made  to  take  up  fome  portion 
of  them,  fo  as  to  become  confiderably  impregnated  with  their  fla- 
vour :  the  admixture  of  fugar,  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  or  alcaline  falts, 
renders  them  totally  diflbluble  in  water.  Digeiled  with  volatile  alca<- 
.  line  fpirits,  they  undergo  various  changes  of  colour,  and  fome  of 
the  lefs  odorous  acquire  considerable  degrees  of  fragrancy :  whilffc 
fixt  alcalies  univerfaliy  impair  their  odour,  and  hence  prove  inju- 
rious additions  in  the  extraction  of  tindlures  from  aromatic  vege- 
tables. Thefe  oils,  expofed  for  a  length  of  time,  to  a  warm  air, 
fuffer  an  alteration  very  different  from  the  foregoing,  gradually  be- 
coming thick,  and  at  length  hardening  into  a  folid  brittle  concrete, 
with  a  remarkable  diminution  of  \heir  volatility,  fragrancy,  pun- 
gency, and  warm  ftimulating  quality  ;  though  they  are  (till  found 
to  yield,  upon  proper  treatment,  a  portion  of  fluid  oil,  little  diffe- 
rent from  what  it  was  at  firft.  The  admixture  of  an  acid  inftantly 
produces  a  change  fimilar  to  that  which  time  effects.  The  expref- 
jfed  oils  likewife  are  coagulated  by  acids. 

Oils  thus  thickned,  or  indurated,  from  balsams  and  resins, 
fome  of  which,  like  the  oils  in  their  fluid  ftate,  prove  infipid  and 
inodorous  ;  whilft  others  poffefs  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  fmell, 
pungency  and  warmth.  The  latter  and  moff.  of  the  former,  are 
difTolved  by  rectified  fpirit,  and  by  watery  folutions  of  fixt  alcaline 
felts.  They  all  diffolve  in  the  fluid  oils  5  and,  when  liquefied  by 
heat,  mingle  with  one  another. 

Gums  and  mucilages  are  glutinous  fubffances,  of  no  parti- 
cular fmell  or  tafte,  readily  diffoluble  in  water,  but  not  in  fpirits, 
or  in  oils  ;  they  are  nevefthelefs  eafily  mifcible,  when  foftened  with 
a  little  water,  both  with  the  fluid  oils  and  the  thicker  balfams;. 
which,  by  this  means,  become  in  good  meafure  foluble  in  aqueous 
liquors,  and  are  thus  excellently  fitted  for  medicinal  purpofes. 

This  elegant  method  of  uniting  oils  with  aqueous  liquofS, 
which  has  been  kept  a  fecret  in  a  few  hands,  feems  to  have  been 
known  to  Dr.  Grew. '  <c  I  took,  fays  he,  oil  of  anifeeds,  and  pour- 
"  ing  it  upon  another  body,  I  fo  ordered  it,  that  it  was  thereby 
ff  turned  into  a  perfect  milk  white  balfam  cr  butter ;  by  which 
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"  means  the  oil  became  mingleable  with  any  vinous  or  watery  K- 
"  quor  •>  eaiily  and  inftantaneoufly  diflblving  therein,  in  the  form 
"  of  a  milk.  And  note,  this  is  done  without  the  leaft  alteration 
"  of  the  fmell,  tafte,  nature,  or  operation  of  the  faid  oil.  By 
"  fomewhat  the  like  means,  any  other  ftillatitious  oil  may  be 
"  transformed  into  a  milk-white  butter,  and  in  like  manner  be 
<c  mingled  with  water,  or  any  other  liquor  ;  which  is  of  various  ufe 
<e  in  medicine,  and  what  I  find  oftentimes  very  convenient  and 
"  advantageous  to  be  done  *'.*' 

The  native  salts  of  vegetables  are  not  only  foluble  in  water,  like 
other  falts,  but  many  of  them  in  rectified  fpirit  alfo :  they  likewife 
render  a  part  of  the  grofs  oil  mifcible  with  each  of  thefe  menftrua,  the 
largeft  quantity  with  aqueous  ones.  Hence  eflential  falts,  obtained 
from  the  aqueous  and  oily  juices  of  vegetables,  are  found  to  partake 
largely  of  oil ;  whilft  thofe  extracted  by  fpirit  of  wine  prove  far  more 
pure.  By  means  of  this  menftruum,  certain  productions  of  this 
kind  may  be  excellently  purified,  acidulous  falts  prepared  from  fome 
vegetables  of  that  clafs,  and  perfect  faccharine  concretions  from  ma- 
ny of  our  indigenous  fweets. 

The  infipid  oils  and  gums,  a/id  the  fweet  and  acid  falts,  in  all 
the  fubftances  which  contain  them,  agree  among  themfelves  in 
quality :  vegetables  abounding  with  the  three  flrft  are  emollient  or 
nutritious ;  with  the  latter,  cooling.  Eflential  oils  and  refins,  on 
the  other  hand,  differ  greatly  in  different  fubjects  :  in  thefe  the 
virtues  of  aromatic,  fetid,  and  moft  of  the  acrid  plants  refide  :  the 
purgative,  emetic,  bitter  and  aftringent  qualities  of  vegetables^  are 
likewife  generally  contained  in  particular  fpecies's  of  refinous  mat- 
ter either  pure,  or  blended  with  the  other  principles  ;  the  aftrin- 
gent, the  Ample  bitter,  and  the  purgative  bitter  parts,  diffolve  al- 
moft  equally  in  water  and  in  rectified  fpirit ;  taftelefs  purgative  and 
emetic  fubftances  are  foluble  in  fpirit  only.  The  aromatic  and 
odorous  refins  contain  an  eflential  oil  which  exhales  by  the  heat  of 
boiling  water  :  the  other  refinous  matters,  the  infipid  oils,  the 
gums,  mucilages  and  fweets,  contain  nothing  that  is  capable  of  ex- 
haling without  fuch  a  degree  of  fire,  as  changes  or  deftroys  their  ori- 
ginal qualities. 

Vegetable  fubftances,  expofed,  in  clofe  veffels,  to  the  action  of 
a  ftrong  fire,  are  refolved  into  acrimonious  oils,  of  an  empyreu- 
matic,  or  burnt  fetid  fmell;  AdDfpirits;  and  a  black  coal, 
void  of  tafte  or  fmell,  and  not  diffoluble  in  any  kind  of  liquors. 
Burnt,  in  the  open  air,  they  are  changed  partly  into  a  naufeous 
bitter  soot;  whofe  active  parts  are  diffoluble  both  in  water  and 
in  fpirit  of  wine  ;  and  partly  into  afhes  :  thefe  are  compofed  of  an 

*  Grew  of  mixture,  chap.  v.  inft.  i.  §  7. 
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EARTH  foluble  only  in  acids,  and  of  a  fixt  alcaline  salt 
feparable  from  it  by  water.  Some  vegetable  fubftances,  as  muf- 
tard  feed,  yield  no  fixt  alcaline  fait,  but  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  a  volatile  one.  Soot,  and  all  vegetable  matters  when  pu- 
trified,  yield  likewife  a  volatile  alcali. 

Some  have  endeavoured  to  inveffigate  the  virtues  of  plants  from 
the  principles  into  which  they  are,  by  this  treatment,  refoluble  : 
and  in  this  view,  the  chemifts  of  the  French  academy  analyfed  al- 
moft  all  thofe  made  u(c  of  in  medicine.  The  refult  of  their  expe- 
riments fhewed,  that  the  labour  was  fruitlefs ;  that  the  fubftances 
thus  obtained  have  no  refemblance,  in  quality,  to  the  original  ve- 
getable ;  and  that  plants,  the  raoft  remote  in  virtue,  purgative  and 
anringent,  poifonous  and  falutary,  are  changed  by  fire  into  iimilar 
principles. 

Sweet  vegetable  juices,  or  folutions  made  in  water,  expofed  to 
a  gentle  warmth,  ferment,  lofe  their  fvveetnefs ;  and  are  converted 
into  a  vinous  liquor,  which  yields  in  diftillation  an  inflammable 
spirit  ;  productions  extremely  different  in  quality  from  the  liquor 
employed  at  firft.  The  native  juices  of  fruits,  high-boiled  worts, 
&c.  attenuate  the  animal  fluids,  and  relax  the  folids ;  and  hence 
have  fometimes  proved  ferviceable  as  aperient  medicines,  and  when 
imprudently  taken,  occafioned  dangerous  fluxes :  whilft  the  vinous 
and  fpirituous  liquors,  produced  from  them  by  fermentation,  tend 
in  proportion  to  their  degree  of  fpirituofity,  to  thicken  the  fluids, 
to  ftrengthen  and  conftringe  the  folids,  and  thus  prevent  or  reftrain 
immoderate  evacuations. 

Wines  are  changed,  by  a  continuation  of  the  procefs  which  pro- 
duced them,  into  an  uninflammable,  cooling,  aci,d  liquor,  vinegar  : 
the  more  fpirituous  the  wine,  the  more  acid  is  the  vinegar.  This, 
if  the  operation  is  farther  continued,  becomes  almoft  infipid,  and 
1$  at  length  converted  into  a  putpjd  matter,, 

Sect.    II. 

ANIMALS. 

THE  general  principles  of  animals  are,  a  gelatinous  fub- 
ftance,  foluble  in  water;  and  a  grofs  oil  or  fat,  not  mif- 
cible,  ofitfelf,  with  either  aqueous  or  fpirituous  liquors,  but  redu- 
cible by  fixt  alcaline  falts,  like  the  vegetable  oils,  into  foap.  Some 
infects,  the  ant  in  particular,  are  found  to  contain  an  acid  juice  ; 
and  the  ftrong-fcented  animal  matters,  as  caftcr  and  mufk,  an 
essential  oil,  containing  the  whole  fmell  and  flavour  of  the 
fubjecT:,  and,  like  the  effential  oils  of  vegetables,  volatile  in  the  heat 
of  boiling  water,  and  diffoluble  in  fpirit  of  wine. 
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The  foft  and  fluid  parts  of  animals  are  ftrongly  difpofcd  to  run 
into  putrefaction  *<;  they  putrefy  much  fooner  than  vegetable 
matters  ;  and  when  corrupted,  prove  more  offenfive. 

The  putrefaction  of  animal  fubftances  is  prevented  or  retarded  by 
all  faline  matters  ;  even  by  the  fixed  and  volatile  alcaline  falts, 
which  have  been  generally  fuppofed  to  produce  a  contrary  effect : 
of  all  the  falts  that  have  been  made  trial  of,  fea  fait  refills  putre- 
faction the  leaft ;  and   in  fmall   quantities,  is  found  to  haften  it. 


*  This  procefs  takes  place,  in  fome  degree,  even  in  the  bodies  of  liv- 
ing animals,  as  often  as  the  juices  ftagnate  long,  or  are  prevented,  by 
an  obftruftion  of  the  natural  emun&ories,  from  throwing  off  their  more 
volatile  and  corruptible  parts. 

Dr.  Pringle  has  lately  communicated  fome  excellent  obfervations  and 
experiments  on  this  fubjeft;  and  given  great  light  into  the  nature  of  ani- 
mal putrefaction,  and  putrid  difeaies.  He  obferves,  that  if  the  corrup- 
tion is  great  and  hidden,  a  fever  or  a  flux  enfue  ;  but  that  if  the  accumu- 
lation of  acrimonious  putrid  matter  is  fo  flow,  that  the  body  becomes 
habituated  to  the  putrefaction,  a  fcurvy  prevails.  Hence  the  frequency 
of  this  laft  diftemper  in  Jong  voyages,  on  board  unventilated  Ihips,  from 
corrupted  air  and  provisions ;  in  marfhy  countries,  from  fimilar  caufes  ; 
and  in  a  lefTer  degree,  in  all  northern  climates,  in  moift  situations,  from 
a  want  of  due  perfpiration. 

During  putrefaction,  a  quantity  of  air  is  generated ;  all  the  humors 
become  gradually  thinner,  and  the  fibrous  parts  more  lax  and  tender. 
Kence  the  tympany  which  fucceeds  the  corruption  of  any  of  the  vifcera, 
or  the  imprudent  fuppreffion  of  dyfenteries  by  aftringents ;  and  the  weak- 
nefs  and  laxity  of  the  veffels  obfervable  in  fcurvies,   &c. 

The  craffamentum  of  human  blood  changes  by  putrefaction  into  a  dark 
livid  coloured  liquor  :  a  few  drops  of  which  tinge  the  ferum  of  a  tawny 
hue  ;  like  that  of  the  ichor  of  fores  and  dyfenteric  fluxes ;  of  the  white 
of  the  eye,  the  faliva,  the  ferum  of  the  blood  drawn  from  a  vein,  and 
that  which  oozes  from  a  blifter,  in  deep  fcurvies,  and  in  the  advanced 
Hate  of  malignant  fevers. 

The  putrid  craffamentum  changes  a  large  quantity  of  recent  urine  into 
a  flame  coloured  water,  fo  common  in  fevers  and  in  the  fcurvy.  This 
mixture,  after  Handing  an  hour  or  two,  gathers  a  cloud  refembling  what 
is  feen  in  the  crude  water  of  acute  diitempers ;  with  fome  oily  matter  on 
the  surface,  like  the  fcum  which  floats  on  icorbutic  urine. 
%'  The  ferum  of  blood  cej.ofites,  in  putrefaction,  a  fediment  refembling 
well  digefted  pus,  and  changes  to  a  faint  olive  green.  A  ferum  fo  far 
putrified  as  to  become  green,  is  perhaps  never  to  be  feen  in  the  veffels  of 
living  animals  :  but  in  dead  bodies,  this  ferum  is  to  be  diftinguilhed  by 
the  green  colour  which  the  fleih  acquires  in  corrupting.  In  faked  meats, 
this  is  commonly  afcribed  to  the  brine,  but  erroneoufly  ;  for  that  has  no 
power  of  giving  this  colour,  but  only  of  qualifying  the  tafte,  and  in 
fome  degree  the  ill  effeds  of  corrupted  aliments.  In  foul  ulcers,  and 
other  fores,  where  the  ferum  is  left  to  ftagnate  long,  the  matter  is  like- 
wife  found  of  this  colour,  and  it  is  then  always  acrimonious. 

The 
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The  vegetable  bitters  are  much  ftronger  antifeptics ;  not  only  pre- 
fervin°-  flefh  uncorrupted  for  a  great  length  of  time  ;  but  like  wife 
in  fome  degree  recovering  it,  when  putrid,  to  its  original  firmnefs 
and  fweetnefs.  Vinous  fpirits,  aromatic  and  warm  fubftances, 
moft  of  the  diaphoretic  drugs,  and  the  acrid  plants  falfely  called 
alcalefcent,  are  alfo  found  to  refift  putrefaction  ;  and  the  abforbent 
earths,  to  promote  it. 

All  animal  fubftances,  excluded  from  the  air,  and  expofed  to  a 
ftrong  fire,  are  refolved  into  fetid  oils,  volatile  alca- 
Line  salts,  and  a  black  coal,  which  on  the  admiilion  of  air, 
burns  into  white  aflies,  perfectly  void  of  faline  matter.  The  ge- 
latinous parts  yield  a  large  quantity  of  volatile  fait ;  the  oily,  only 
a  fmall  one.  The  falts  produced,  by  this  treatment,  from  diffe- 
rent animal  matters,  are,  when  perfectly  purified,  in  all  their  fen- 
fible  qualities  the  fame  ;  and  agree  in  many  refpecls  with  the  fixt 
falts  of  vegetables  j  their  principal  difference  from  which  is  their 
volatility. 


Sect.    III. 
MINERALS. 


T 


H  E  products  of  the  mineral  kingdom  may  be  divided  into 
earths,  metals,  oils  and  bitumen,  falts  and  julphur. 


There  are  five  kinds  of  mineral  earths,  diftincl:  from  one  an- 
other ;  alcaline,  argillaceous,  cryjlalline,  gyp/eons,  and  talky. 

The  alcaline,  absorbent,  or  calcareous  earths  are 
eanly  diftinguifhable  by  their  folubility  in  acid  liquors:  they  difiblve 
even  in  the  weakeft  acids,  and,  in  a  proper  quantity,  deftroy  the 
acidity  of  the  ftrongeft;  the  other  earths  are  not  acted  on  by  any 
kind  of  humid  menftruum.  Fire  makes  a  remarkable  alteration  in 
the  quality  of  thefe  earths ;  not  only  reducing  them,  however  hard 
and  compact  in  their  natural  ftate,  into  a  calx,  or  friable  fubftance  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  rendering  them  extremely  acrimonious  and 
cauftic.  Water,  poured  on  this  calx,  greatly  abates  its  acrimony, 
diiTolves  a  part  of  it,  and  becomes  impregnated  with  aftringent  and 
lithontriptic  virtues,  erroneoufly  afcribed  to  fome  of  thefe  earths  in 
their  natural  ftate. 

The  moft  obvious  character  of  the  argillaceous  earths  is, 
that  when  moiftened  with  water,  they  prove  vifcid  and  ductile* 
They  are  affected  by  fire  in  a  very  different  manner  from  every 
other  kind  of  earth  \  acquiring  from  a  moderate  one  a  degree  of 
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hardnefs,  which  becomes  greater  and  greater,  in  proportion  to  the 
vehemence  and  continuance  or  the  heat. 

The  crystalline  earths  are  the  hardeft  of  all:  they  readily 
ilrike  fire  with  Steel,  and  by  this  mark  fpecks  or  veins  of  them  may 
be  discovered  in  maffes  of  any  of  the  others.  In  a  Strung  fire,  they 
become  friable  ;  but  do  not,  like  the  akaline  earths,  acquire  any 
degree  of  acrimony. 

The  gypseous  earths  are  reduced  by  a  moderate  fire  into  a 
foft  powder,  which  readily  mingles  with  water  into  an  unifo'-m 
mafs,  Somewhat  ductile  while  moift,  but  quickly  d;ying,  and  be- 
coming brittle.  A  Stronger  fire  deprives  the  powder  ot  this  propeity, 
without  occafioning  any  other  alteration. 

The  talky  earths  are  generally  of  a  fibrous  or  leafy  texture  ; 
more  or  lefs  pellucid,  bright  or  glittering;  fmooth  and  unctuous 
to  the  touch  :  too  flexible  and  elaftic  to  be  pulverifed  ;  io  foft  as  to 
be  eafily  cut  with  a  knife.  The  mod  intenSe  degree  of  fire  makes 
no  farther  alteration  in  them,  than  fomewhat  diminifhing  their 
flexibility,  brightnefs,  and  unituofity. 

The  particular  bodies  belonging  to  each  of  thefe  claffes  differ 
among  themfelves  in  external  appearance,  degree  of  hardnefs,  &c. 
but  not,  as  has  been  generally  fuppoSed,  in  their  intriniic  qualities. 
However  different  the  laminated  or  cryftalliform  jelenitce,  the  fi- 
brous earths  improperly  called  Englijb  talc,  and  the  granulated 
%yPfa*  or  common  flajier  of  Paris  Jior.es,  appear  to  the  eye  ;  pro- 
per experiments  evince  their  fimilarity  The  fine  foft  chalk,  the 
coarfer  lime-Jlones,  the  hard  marbles,  tne  tranfparent  jpars,  the  pe- 
trified  fea  jhells  of  various  figures,  the  earthy  matter  contained  in 
waters,  which  feparating  from  them  incruflates  the  fides  of  caverns, 
or  hangs  in  icicles  from  the  top,  receiving  from  its  different  appear- 
ances different  appellations ;  however  Strongly  fome  of  them  have 
been  recommended  for  particular  medicinal  purpofes ;  are  only  dif- 
ferent forms  of  the  alcaline  earth,  fimple  pulverifation  depriving 
them  of  the  Superficial  characters  by  which  they  were  distinguished 
sn  the  mafs.  All  the  alcaline  earths  abforb  acidities  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages  j  the  argiHaceous  Soften  acrimonious  humors;  wbilft  the  others 
difcover  none  of  the  virtues  which  many  have  afcribed  to  them, 
and  prove  injurious  to  the  body  rather  than  beneficial. 

Metallic  SubStances  melt  in  the  fire,  without  Suffering  any 
alteration  in  their  qualities  if  the  air  is  perfectly  excluded.  It  the 
air  is  admitted,  they  are  all,  except  gold  and  SnVr,  gradually  con- 
verted into  a  powdery  or  friable  calx;  which  urged  with  a  Stronger 
beat,  proves  either  volatile,  unfufible,  or  runs  into  a  vitreous  mafs. 
This  change  of  their  obvious  properties  i^.  generally  accompanied 
with  a  notable  alteration  in  their  medicinal  virtues:  thus  quick- 
silver 
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filver,  which  taken  into  the  body  in  its  crude  ftate,  and  undivided, 
feems  inactive ;  when  calcined  by  fire  proves  a  ftrong  emetic  and 
cathartic,  though  taken  even  in  fmali  dofes,  and  in  fmaller  ones  a 
powerful  alterative  in  chronical  diforders ;  whilft  the  regulus  of 
antimony,  on  the  other  hand,  is  changed,  by  the  fame  treatment, 
from  a  high  degree  of  viruience  to  a  ftate  of  inactivity. 

The  calces  and  glalles  of  metals  recover  their  metallic  form  and 
qualities  again,  from  the  addition  of  any  inflammable  fubftancc 
that  does  not  contain  mineral  acid. 

Ail  metallic  bodies  dtflblve  in  acids;  fome  only  in  particular 
acids,  or  compofitions  of  them,  others  in  all.  Some  likewiie  dif- 
folve  in  alcahne  liquors,  as  copper ;  and  others,  as  lead,  in  ex- 
prefled  oils.  Fufed  with  a  compofition  of  fulphur  and  fixt  alca- 
line  fait,  they  all  ( except  zinc,  a  fubftance  little  made  ufe  of) 
become  foluble  in  water :  Hence  the  preparation  of  the  fulphur  fo 
called,  of  antimony,  and  the  kermes  mineral,  to  be  defcribed  in. 
their  place. 

All  metallic  fubftances,  diffolved  in  faline  liquors,  have  power- 
ful effefts  on  the  human  body  ;  though  many  of  them  are  in  their 
natural  ftaie  inactive  :  their  activity  is  generally  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  faline  matter  combined  with  them.  Thus  lead, 
which  in  its  crude  form  has  no  fenfible  effect: ;  when  united  with 
a  fmall  portion  of  vegetable  acid  into  cerujfe,  difcover  a  low  degree 
of  the  ftyptic  and  malignant  quality,  which  it  fo  ftrongly  exerts 
when  biended  with  a  larger  quantity  of  the  fame  acid,  into  what  is 
called  jaccbaritm  faturni. 

The  mineral  oils,  as  petroleum,  are  not  mifcible  of  themfelves 
either  with  aqueous  or  fpirituous  liquors ;  nor  are  they  fo  eafily 
united  therewith,  by  the  mediation  of  other  bodies,  as  the  vegetable 
and  animal  oils.  The  coagulated  mineral  oils,  or  bitumens, 
prove  either  totally  diffoluble  in  pure  fpirit,  or  give  out  to  it  their 
more  fubtile  parts.  The  fluid  oils  are  coagulated  into  the  confiftence 
and  appearance  of  bitumen  by  the  admixture  of  acid  liquors. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  acids  peculiar  to  the  mineral  kingdom: 
the  vitriolic,  nitrous,  and  marine.  All  thefe  are  highly  corrofive; 
infomuch  as  not  to  be  fafely  touched,  unlefs  largely  diluted,  or 
mixed  with  fuch  fubftances  as  abate  their  corrofivenefs.  Mixed 
haftily  with  vinous  fpints,  they  raife  a  violent  ebullition,  attended 
with  a  copious  difcharge  of  noxious  fumes :  by  this  addition,  the 
acid  is  dulcified  or  obtunded.  They  effervefce  ftrongly  with  alca- 
line  falts,  and  form  with  them  neutral  ones,  that  is,  fuch  as 
difcover  no  marks  either  of  an  acid,  or  alcaline  quality. 

The  vitriolic  is  the  ftrongeft  of  all  the  acids,  the  moft 
ponderous  of  all  known  liquors.  The  fkillful  addition  of  a  mi- 
nute 
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nute  portion  of  inflammable  matter,  deftroys  its  acidity,  and 
changes  it  into  a  folid,  infipid  concrete,  the  common  sulphur 
of  the  {hops.  Combined  with  the  mineral  alcaline  earths,  it  forms 
an  infipid  and  fcarce  diffoluble-cryftalline  mafs  ;  with  fixt  alcaline 
falts,  a  neutral  fait  likewife  very  difficultly  foluble.  With  alcaline 
falts  and  earths  duly  prepared,  it  compofes  falts  of  eafy  folution ; 
the  cathartic  fait  of  Glauber,  the  bitter  purging  fait  of  mineral  wa- 
ters,  the  auftere  aft  rin  gent  fait  alum. 

The  nitrous  acid  is  next  in  ftrength  to  the  vitriolic.  Inflam- 
mable matters  mixed  with  this  acid,  on  being  heated  red,  defla- 
grate. With  fixt  alcaline  falts,  it  compofes  nitre  ;  with  volatile  al- 
calies,  a  volatile  nitre,  foluble  in  fpirit  of  wine  ;  with  alcaline 
earths,  a  bkterifh  or  acrid  concrete,  which  deliquiates  in  the  air. 

The  marine  is  the  weakeft  of  the  mineral  acids,  but  ftronger 
than  any  of  the  vegetable.  It  unites  with  vinous  fpirits  more  diffi- 
cultly than  any  other  acid.  With  fixt  alcaline  falts,  it  forms  a  neu- 
tral one,  fimilar  to-fea  fait;  with  alcaline  earths,  an  highly  pun- 
gent faline  liquor,  which  either  does  not  cryitallize,  or  whofecryf- 
tals  deliquiate  in  the  air. 

It  is  remarkable  of  this  acid,  that  though  fo  much  weaker  than 
the  two  foregoing  as  to  be  eafily  expelled  by  either  from  alcaline 
falts  and  earths,  it  neverthelefs  diflodges  them  from  metallic  fub- 
ilances ;  with  which  it  has  a  much  greater  affinity  than  any 
other  acid.  Hence  corrofive  fublimate,  though  fuppofed  to  parti- 
cipate of  all  the  three  acids  employed  in  its  preparation,  is  found 
upon  experiment  to  contain  only  the  marine  ;  which  not  only  pre- 
cludes the  action  of  the  other  two  upon  the  mercury,  but  likewife 
expells  them  alter  they  have  been  combined  with  it. 

The  doctrine  of  the  affinity  of  bodies  is  of  very  extenfive  ufe  in 
the  chemical  pharmacy :  many  of  the  officinal  proceffes  are  found- 
ed on  it ;  and  feveral  of  the  preparations  turn  out  very  different  from 
what  one  unacquainted  with  this  property  of  bodies  would  expedl: 
from  the  ingredients.  We  fhall  here  therefore  fubjoin  a  table  of 
the  principal  affinities  obferved  in  the  pharmaceutical  operations, 
formed  chiefly  upon  that  of  Geoffroy. 


A  Table 


t  M  ] 

A  Table  of  the  relations  or  affinities  obferved  between  different 
Substances. 


Inflam- 
mable 

SPIRITS 

Water 

Oils 
and 
refins 

' 

Water     2 

Inflammable 
fpirits 

Neutral  lalts 
and  metal 

,  compoled  of  mineral  acids   and   fixt  alcalies  j 
ic  falts 

fixt  alca- 
line falts 

inflamma- 
ble fpirits 

volatile 

alcaline  fah 

and 

alcaline 

earths 

alcalies 



Acids 

in 
general 

fixt 

alcaline 

falts 

letallic 
lbflances 

The 

VITRIOLIC 

acid 

the  inflam- 
mable prin- 
cipleofbodies 

zinc 

iron 

tin, 
lead, 

the  earth 

of 

alum 

copper 

mercury 

The 

KITSCUS 

acid 

zinc 

iron 

copper 

nercury 

filver 

campho1 

The 

marine 

acid 

iron 

regulus 

of 

antimony 

copper 

filver 

mercury 

Fixed 
alcaline 

SALTS 

the 

vitriolic 

acid 

the 

nitrous 

acid 

the 

nitrous 

acid 

the 

marine 

acid 

the 

marine 

acid 

vegetable 
acids 

oils, 
fulphur 

Volatile 
alcaline 

SALTS 

the 

vitriolic 

acid 



Alcaline 

EARTHS 

the 

vitriolic 

acid 

the 

nitrous 

acid 

the 

vitriolic 

acid 

the 

marine 

acid 

Metalic 
substances 

the 

marine 

acid 

the 

nitrous 

acid 

vegetable 
acids 

oils 

Sulphur 

fixt  falts, 
quicklime 

iron 

copper 

lead 

filver 

regulus 

of 
ant'mony 

mercury 

Regulus 
of 

ANTIMONY 

iron 

copper 

If  the  firft  fubftance  in  any  of  the  foregoing  feries's  be  combined 
with  another  in  the  fame  feries,  the  addition  of  any  of  the  inter- 
mediate bodies  will  difunite  them.  Thus,  if  any  acid  is  combined 
with  a  metallic  fubftance,  it  will  let  go  the  metal  to  take  up  an  al- 
caline earth,  or  volatile  fait  ;  and  thefe  again  it  will  forfake,  to 
unite  with  fixed  alcalies.  The  ufes  of  this  table,  in  many  of  the 
capital  operations  of  the  prefent  pharmacy,  will  fufficiently  appear 
hereafter. 

Chap- 
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Chapter     II. 

Of  the  pharmaceutical  injlruments. 

FUrnaces,  or  inftruments,  for  containing  and  applying  fire, 
and  regulating  its  power,  are  of  different  forts,  according  to 
the  particular  purpofes  which  they  are  intended  to  anfwer.  The 
parts  common  to  them  all  are,  a  cavity  for  receiving  the  afhes  j  and 
another  above  this,   for  the  fuel,  furnifhed  with  a  grate. 

Themoft  fim pie  furnace  is  that  for  decoction  and  infusion, 
otherwife  called  the  furnace  for  open  fire.  This  is  ufually  made 
of  an  iron  hoop  five  or  fix  inches  deep,  with  a  grate  at  the  bottom 
like  the  common  ftoves,  and  either  fupported  on  feet,  fo  as  to 
be  eafily  moveable,  or  fixed  in  brickwork. 

The  sand  furnace  is  deeper  than  the  foregoing,  and  has  an 
iron  pot  let  into  it  at  top  :  this  is  filled  with  land,  in  which  the  veffel 
containing  the  fubjecl:  is  placed.  A  door  is  made  in  the  forepart, 
above  the  grate,  for  admitting  the  fuel  \  and  an  aperture  in  the  back 
part,  near  the  top,  by  which  the  fmoke  is  difcharged  into  a  flew  or 
chimney. 

The  ordinary  melting  furnace  is  likewife  a  hollow  cylin- 
der, with  a  flew  in  the  back  part,  like  the  preceding :  but  with- 
out a  door  :  the  fuel  and  veffels  are  put  in  at  the  top,  which  is  oc- 
cafionally  covered  with  a  tile  or  iron  plate.  There  is  alfo  another 
fort  of  melting  furnace,  with  a  door  in  the  front,  and  a  flew,  or 
chimney  on  the  top. 

The  furnace  for  a  copper  still  differs  confiderably  from  the 
foregoing.  In  this,  the  fmoke,  with  the  flame,  goes  off  at  the 
farther  end  of  a  long  narrow  grate,  in  a  fpiral  flew  round  the  fides 
of  the  ftill ;  at  the  uppermoft  part  of  which,  it  is  difcharged  into  a 
common  chimney.  The  narrownefs  of  the  bottom  of  the  ftill  ren- 
ders this  conveyance  of  heat  round  its  fides  neceffary. 

The  athanqr  furnace,  befides  a  door  for  infpecting  the  fire, 
&c.  has  another,  in  the  oppofite  fide,  opening  into  a  large  flew,  the 

heat 
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heat  conveyed  through  which  is  applied  to  warm  a  fand  bath,  &c. 
The  bodv  of  the  furnace  is  made  of  confiderable  height,  for  receiv- 
ing a  large  quantity  of  fuel  at  once  :  the  top  being  clofely  covered, 
the  fuel  burns  only  in  proportion  as  it  falls  down  to  the  level  of  the 
flew.  By  this  means,  a  nearly  equal  heat  may  be  kept  up  for  a 
length  of  time  without  attendance. 

All  the  foregoing  furnaces  have  a  fufficient  fupply  of  air,  fo  ne- 
cefTary  to  the  fupport  of  fire,  through  the  door  of  the  afh-pit,  with- 
out artificial  impulfe.  They  are  built  upon  this  principle  ;  that  the 
air  which  has  ferved  to  animate  the  fuel,  being  greatly  heated  and 
rarified  by  it,  afcends  through  the  chimney,  with  a  velocity  propor- 
tionable to  its  perpendicular  height,  and  is  replaced  by  a  conftant 
fucceffion  of  frefh  air  from  without.  As  the  vehemence  with  which 
the  fuel  burns,  and  the  degree  of  heat  which  it  produces,  are  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  and  velocity  of  this  current  of  air,  it  is 
evident,  that  the  heat  may  be  iflcreal  '■  or  diminifhed  at  pleafure, 
by  increafing  or  diminifhing  the  height  of  the  chimney,  or  its 
width  by  means  of  registers  made  in  it  for  that  purpofe,  or  the 
apertures  by  which  the  air  is  admitted  beneath  the  grate.  Thofe 
furnaces,  in  which  the  ffream  of  air,  and  confequently  the  degree 
of  heat,  is  very  confiderable,  are  called  wind  furnaces. 

Where  a  ilrong  degree  of  heat  is  requifite,  as  in  the  fufion  of 
metals,  &c.  the  vefTel  containing  the  fubjedf.  is  placed  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  burning  fuel  :  this  is  called  operating  in  a  naked 
fire.  Where  a  lefTer  heat  is  fufficient,  and  the  veffel  employed 
is  either  glafs,  or  the  more  tender  kinds  of  earthen  ware,  certain 
media  are  interpofed,  to  prevent  the  fire  from  acling  with  too  great 
violence,  and  to  render  the  heat  lefs  fluctuating :  thefe   are  called 

BALNEA  or  BATHS. 

Baths  of  dry  fubftances,  as  sand,  are  in  general  far  lefs  conve- 
nient than  thofe  of  water,  or  other  liquids:  for  the  heat  is 
equal  in  every  part  of  the  latter;  whilft  in  the  former  it  is  very  un- 
equal, being  confiderably  greateft  at  the  bottom,  and  diminifhing 
from  thence  to  the  top.  Neverthelefs,  as  water  is  impatient  of  any 
great  degree  of  heat,  the  ufe  of  the  fand  furnace  becomes  in  many 
cafes  necefTary  :  the  fand  made  choice  of,  mould  be  a  large  coarfe- 
grained  fand,  feparated  from  the  finer  parts  by  warning,  and  from 
little  ftones  by  the  fieve. 

Some  procefTes  require  to  be  performed  with  glafs  v'fie's  in  a 
naked  fire.  For  thefe  purpofes,  veffels  made  of  the  thinneft  glaf$ 
fhould  be  chofen  ;  thefe  bearing  the  fire,  without  cracking,  much 
better  than  fuch  as  are  thicker  and  in  appearance  ftronger.  All 
glafles,  or  other  veiTels  that  are  apt  to  crack,  mult  be  cautioufly 

I  MEALED, 
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nealed,  that  is,  ilowly  heated  ;  and  when  the  procefs  is  finifhed, 
as  flowly  cooled  *. 

As  a  defence  from  the  violence  of  fire,  and  to  prevent  the 
fudden  contact  of  cold  air  on  fupplying  frefh  fuel,  &c.  the  glafs  is 
to  be  coated  over  to  the  thicknefs  of  about  half  a  crown,  with 
Windfor  loam  foftened  with  water  into  a  proper  confiftence,  and 
beat  up  with  a  little  cut  tow,  hain,  horfe-dung,  or  the  like.  Where 
Windfor  loam  is  not  procurable,  white  clay,  mixed  with  as  much 
well  warned  fand  as  will  prevent  its  flicking  to  the  fingers,  will 
fupply  its  place. 

The  fame  lute  ferves  for  lining  the  infide  of  iron  or  copper  fur- 
naces ;  which,  without  a  defence  of  this  kind,  would  foon  he  prey- 
ed upon,  and  fcorified  by  the  heat ;  as  alfo,  for  fecuring  the  junc- 
tures of  the  veffels  in  the  diftillation  of  the  volatile  falts  and  fpirits 
of  animals  :  in  the  diftillation  of  acid  fpirits,  the  matter  may  be 
moiftened  with  a  folution  of  fixt  alcaline  fait,  inftead  of  water.  For 
.  moft  other  purpofes,  a  piece  of  wet  bladder,  or  a  pafte  of  flower 
and  water,  or  oflinfeed  meal  (that  is,  the  cake,  left  after  the  ex- 
prefiion  of  oil  of  linfeed,  ground  into  powder)  are  fufficient  lutes. 
The  few  fimple  lutes,  here  defcribed,  will  be  found  to  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  various  compositions  recommended  by  authors. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  enter,  here,  into  a  particular  detail  of 
the  pharmaceutical  apparatus  ;  as  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion the  principal  inflruments,  in  fpeaking  of  the  feveral  operations 
to  which  they  are  fubfervient.  In  this  place,  we  fhall  only  give 
the  operator  a  few  general  cautions,  with  regard  to  the  matter  of 
the  veffels  defigned  for  containing  the  fubje£t. 

The  common  earthen  veffels  are  of  a  porous  texture;  and 
hence  are  apt  to  imbibe  a  confiderable  quantity  of  certain  liquors, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  faline  kind  ;  feme  of  which  foon  difcover 
their  penetrating  the  veffel,  by  faline  efflorefcences  on  the  outfide. 
Such  as  are  glazed,  are  liable  to  have  their  glazing  corroded,  ef- 
pecially  by  the  ftronger  acids.  Thofe  made  of  pure  clay,  without 
any  admixture  of  fand,  &c.  and  called  from  their  hardnefs  and  com- 
padtnefs  stone  ware,  are,  in  good  meafure,  free  from  both  thefe 
inconveniencies. 

Iron  and  copper  veffels  are  corroded  by  all  acids  j  the  latter, 
by  volatile  alcalies  alfo:  hence  burnt  fponge,  whofe  virtues  depend 


*  Unlefs  where  the  veffel  is  to  be  broken  to  get  out  the  preparation, 
as  in  fome  fublimations  :  in  this  cafe,  it  is  more  convenient  to  expofe  the 
hot  glafs  fuddenly  to  the  cold  air,  which  will  foon  occafion  it  to  crack  ; 
than  to  endanger  throwing  down  the  fublirned  part  among  the  feces  by  a 
blow. 

4  upon 
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upon  a  fmall  portion  of  volatile  alcaline  fait,  contra£ts  a  naufeous 
tafte,  and  form  times  an  emetic  quality,  by  being  barely  pulverized 
in  a  copper  or  brafs  mortar. 

Glass  vefTels  give  no  taint,  and  are  not  corroded  or  afled 
upon  by  any  known  fubftance  ;  thefe  therefore,  in  fuch  operations, 
as  will  admit  their  ufe,  are  always  to  be  preferred. 


Chapter    III. 

Of  the  'pharmaceutical  operations. 
Sect.    I. 

SO  Lur  ION. 

SOlution  is  an  intimate  commixture  of  folid  bodies  with  fluids 
into  one  feemingly  homogene  liquor.     The  dilTolving  fluid   is 
called  a  menstruum  or  solvent. 

The  principal  menftrua  made  ufe  of  in  pharmacy,  are,  water^ 
vinous  fpiriti)  oils,  acid,  and  alcaline  liquors. 

Water  is  the  menftruum  of  all  falts,  of  vegetable  gums,  and 
of  animal  gellies.  Of  the  firft,  it  diflblves  only  a  determinate  quan- 
tity, though  of  one  kind  of  fait  more  than  of  another*;  and  being 
thus  saturated,  leaves  any  additional  quantity  of  the  fame 
fait  f  untouched.  It  is  never  faturated  with  the  two  latter,  but  unites 
readily  with  any  proportions  of  them,  forming  with  different  quan- 


*  Two  ounces  of  water,  affifted  by  agitation,  in  moderately  warm 
weather,  difTolve,  ofloaffugar,  three  ounces ;  fait  of  tartar,  above  two 
ounces ;  of  green  vitriol,  one  ounce  and  one  dram ;  of  common  fait, 
fix  drams  and  a  fcruple  ;  of  nitre,  five  drams,  two  fcruples,  and  a  half; 
offal  ammoniac,  five  drams  and  two  fcruples;  of  alum,  two  drams  and 
a  fcruple  -,  of  borax,  one  dram  and  half  a  fcruple.  Grenus  experiments 
en  thefolutionofjalts  in  water y  chap.  i. 

f  Water  fully  impregnated  with  one  fait,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  bear  no 
more  of  that  kind,  will  ftill  take  up  a  considerable  portion  of  another. 
Thus  two  ounces  of  water,  fully  faturated  with  nitre,  will  ftill  difTolve 
five  drams  of  fal  ammoniac,  without  depofiting  any  of  the  nitre.  The 
fame  quantity  of  water  faturated  with  common  fait,  will  take  up  five 
drams  of  nitre ;  and  when  it  can  bear  no  more  of  either  of  thefe,  will 
ftill  difTolve  a  dram  of  fal  ammoniac.  See  Grev/s  experiments  on  the  folic- 
tion  of  Jalti. 

titles* 
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tities,  liquors  of  different  confiftencies.  It  takes  up  likewife,  when 
affifted  by  trituration,  the  vegetable  gummy-refins,  as  ammomacum 
and  myrrh  ;  the  folutions  of  which,  though  imperfect,  that  is, 
not  tranfparent,  but  turbid,  and  of  a  milky  hue,  are  neverthdefs 
applicable  to  valuable  purpofes  in  medicine. 

Rectified  spirit  of  wine  is  the  menftruum  of  the  effential  oils 
and  refins  of  vegetables  ;  of  the  pure  diftiiled  oils  of  animals  ;  and 
of  foaps,  though  it  does  not  act  upon  the  expreffed  oil  and  fixt  aica- 
line  fait,  of  which  foap  is  compofed.  Hence,  if  foap  contains  any 
fuperfluous  quantity  of  either  the  oil  or  fait,  it  may,  by  means  of 
this  menftruum,  be  excellently  purified  therefrom.  It  diflblves,  by 
the  afiiftance  of  heat,  volatile  alcaline  falts;  and,  more  readily,  the 
jieutral  ones,  compofed  either  of  fixed  alcali  and  the  acetous  acid, 
as  the  fal  diureticus,  or  of  volatile  alcali  and  the  nitrous  acid. 

Oils  diflblve  vegetable  refins  and  balfams,  wax,  animal  fats,  mi- 
neral bitumens,  fulphur,  and  certain  metallic  fubftances,  particu- 
larly lead.  The  expreffed  oils  are,  for  moft  of  thefe  bodies,  more 
powerful  menftrua,  than  thofe  obtained  by  diftillation  ;  as  the  for- 
mer are  more  capable  of  fuitaining  without  injury,  a  ftrong  heat, 
which  is,  in  moft  cafes,  neceffary  to  enable  them  to  act. 

All  acids  diffolve  alcaline  falts,  alcaline  earths,  and  metallic 
fubftances.  The  different  acids  differ  greatly  in  their  action  upon 
thefe  laft  j  one  diffolving  only  fome  particular  metals j  and  another, 
others. 

The  vegetable  acids  diffolve  a  confiderable  quantity  of  zinc,  iron 
copper,  and  tin  ;  and  extract  fo  much  from  the  metallic  part  of  an- 
timony, as  to  become  powerfully  emetic  :  they  likewife  diffolve  lead, 
if  previoufly  calcined  by  fire  ;  but  more  copioufly,  if  corroded  by 
their  fleam. 

The  marine  acid  diffolves  zinc,  iron,  and  copper ;  and,  though 
it  fcarce  acts  on  any  other  metallic  fubftance  in  the  common  way 
of  making  folutions,  may  neverthelefs  be  artfully  combined  with 
them  all  except  gold  :  the  corrofive  fublimate  and  antimonial  cau-» 
flic  of  the  fhops,  are  combinations  of  it  with  mercury  and  the  me- 
tallic part  of  antimony,  effected  by  applying  the  acid  in  the  form  of 
fume,  to  the  fubjects  at  the  fame  time  alfo  ftrongly  heated. 

The  nitrous  acid  is  the  common  menftruum  of  all  metallic  fub- 
ftances, except  gold  and  the  antimonial  femimetal  j  which  are  fo- 
luble  only  in  a  mixture  of  the  nitrous  and  marine. 

The 
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The  vitriolic  acid  eafily  diffolves  zinc,  iron,  and  copper ;  and 
may  be  made  to  corrode,  or  imperfectly  diffolve,  moft  of  the  other 
metals. 

Alcaline  lixivia  diffolve  oils,  refinous  fubftances,  and  fulphur. 
Their  power  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  addition  of  quicklime  ;  in- 
ftances  of  which  occur  in  the  preparation  of  foap,  and  in  the  com- 
mon cauftic.  Thus  acuated,  they  reduce  the  flefh,  bones,  and 
other  folid  parts  of  animals,  into  a  gelatinous  matter. 

Solutions  made  in  water,  and  in  fpirit  of  wine,  poffefs  the  vir- 
tues of  the  body  dilTolved  ;  whilft  oils  generally  fheathe  its  activity  % 
and  acids  and  alcalies  vary  its  quality.  Hence  watery  and  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  are  the  proper  menftrua  of  the  native  virtues  of  vege- 
table and  animal  matters. 

Moft  of  the  foregoing  folutions  are  eafily  effected,  by  pouring 
the  menftruum  on  the  body  to  be  diffolved,  and  fuffering  them  t(i 
ftand  together,  for  fome  time,  expofed  to  a  fuitable  warmth.  A 
ftrong  heat  is  generally  requifite  to  enable  oils  and  alcaline  liquors 
to  perform  their  office :  nor  will  acids  act  on  fome  metallic  bodies 
without  its  affiftance.  The  action  of  watery  and  fpirituous  men- 
ftrua is  likewife  expedited  by  a  moderate  heat ;  though  the  quan- 
tity, which  they  afterwards  keep  diffolved,  is  not,  as  fome  fuppofe^ 
by  this  means  increafed  :  all  that  heat  occafions  thefe  to  take  upi 
more  than  they  would  do  in  a  longer  time  in  the  cold,  will,  Whert 
the  heat  ceafes,  fubfide  again. 

The  action  of  acids  on  the  bodies  which  they  diffolve,  is  gene- 
rally accompanied  with  heat,  effervefcence,  and  a  copious  dis- 
charge of  fumes.  The  fumes  which  arife  during  the  diffolution  of* 
fome  metals  in  the  vitriolic  acid,  prove  inflammable  :  hence  in  the 
preparation  of  the  artificial  vitriols  of  iron  and  zinc,  the  operator 
ought  to  be  careful,  efpecially  where  the  folution  is  made  in  a 
narrow-mouthed  veffel,  left  by  the  imprudent  approach  of  a  candle^ 
the  exhaling  vapour  be  fet  on  fire. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  folution,  in  which  the  moiftufe  of 
the  air  is  the  menftruum.  Fixt  alcaline  falts,  and  thofe  of  trie  neu- 
tral kind,  compofed  of  alcaline  falts  and  the  vegetable  acids,  or 
of  alcaline  earths  and  any  acid  except  the  vitriolic,  and  fome  me- 
tallic falts  j  on  being  expofed,  for  fome  time,  to  a  moift  airj  gra- 
dually attract  its  humidity,  and,  at  lengthj  become  liquid.  Some 
fubftances,  not  diffoluble  by  the  application  of  water  in  its  groffer 
form,  as  the  butter  of  antimony,  are  eafily  liquefied  by  this  flow 
action  of  the  aereal  moifture.  This  procefs  is  termed  jx% liqua- 
tion. 
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Sect.   II. 
EXTRACTION. 

THE  liquors  which  difTolve  certain  fubftances  in  their  pure  ftate, 
fervelikewife  to  extracl  them  from  admixtures  of  other  mat- 
ter. Thus  rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  the  menftruum  of  effential  oils 
and  refins  takes  up  the  virtues  of  the  refinous  and  oily  vegetables  ; 
as  water  does  thofe  of  the  mucilaginous  and  faline  j  the  inactive 
earthy  parts  remaining  untouched  by  both.  Water  extracts  like- 
wife  from  many  plants,  fubftances  which  by  themfelves  it  has  little 
effect  upon  ;  even  effential  oils  being,  as  we  have  formerly  obferv^ 
ed,  rendered  foluble  in  that  fluid,  by  the  admixture  of  gummy  and 
faline  matter,  of  which  all  vegetables  participate  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree.  Thus  many  of  the  aromatic  plants,  and  all  the  bitters  and 
aftringents,  yield  their  virtues  to  this  menftruum. 

Extraction  is  performed,  by  macerating  thefubjedt  in  its  ap- 
propriated menftruum,  in  the  cold;  or  digesting  or  circula- 
ting them,  in  a  moderate  warmth  j  or  infusing  the  plant  in 
the  boiling  liquor,  and  fuffering  them  to  ftand  till  grown  cold;  or 
actually  boiling  them  together  for  fome  time. 

The  term  digejlion  is  fometimes  ufed  for  maceration,  and  in  this 
cafe  the  procefs  is  directed  to  be  performed  without  heat :  where  this 
circumftance  is  not  exprefTed,  it  always  implies  the  ufe  of  heat. 
Circulation  differs  from  digeftion  only  in  this  ;  that  the  fteam,  in- 
to which  a  part  of  the  liquor  is  refolved  by  the  heat,  is  by  means 
of  a  proper  difpofition  of  the  veffels,  condenfed  and  conveyed  back 
again  upon  the  fubject.  Digeftion  is  ufuaily  performed  in  a  rnairas 
(or  bolt  head)  Florence  flafk,  or  the  like  ;  either  of  which  may  be 
converted  into  a  circulatory  veffel,  by  inverting  another  into  the 
mouth,  andfecuring  the  juncture  with  a  piece  of  wet  bladder.  A 
lingle  matras,  if  its  neck  is  very  long  and  narrow,  will  anfwer  the 
purpofeas  effectually;  the  vapour  cooling  and  condenfing  before  it 
can  arife  to  the  top:  In  a  veffel  of  this  kind,  even  fpirit  of  wine, 
the  moft  volatile  liquor  we  know  of,  may  be  boiled  without  any 
confiderable  lofs  :  the  ufe  of  this  inftrument  is  likewife  free  from  an 
inconvenience,  which  may,  in  fome  cafes,  attend  the  other,  of  the 
uppermoft  veffel  being  burft  or  thrown  off.  As  the  long  necked 
matraffes,  here  recommended,  are  difficultly  filled  or  emptied,  and 
likewife  very  dear ;  a  long  glafs  pipe  may  be  occafionally  luted  to 
ihorter  ones. 

Heat 
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Heat  greatly  expedites  extraction-;  but  by  this  means  proves  as 
injurious  to  (orris  Jubilances,  by  occaiioning  the  menftruum  to  take 
up  their  grolfer  and  more  ungrateful  parts  ;  as  it  is  necellary  for  en- 
abling; it  to  extract  the  virtues  of  others.  Thus  Peruvian  bark, 
for  inftance,  imparts  little  to  aqueous  liquors,  without  a  boiling 
heat ;  whilil  even  a  fmall  degree  of  warmth  proves  greatly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  fine  bitter  of  carduus  benediclus  :  this  plant,  which  in- 
fufed  in  boiling,  or  digefted  m  fenfibly  hot  water,  gives  out  a  nau- 
feous  tafte,  fo  oifeniive  to  the  ftomach  as  to  promote  vomiting ; 
yields  to  the  cold  element  a  grateful  balfamic  bitter,  the  moil  ele- 
gant fcomachic  of  the  ihops. 

As  heat  promotes  the  diflclving  power  of  liquids;  Co  cold,  on 
the  other  hand,  diminifhes  it.  Hence  tinctures  or  extractions  made 
by  a  confiderable  heat,  depofite  in  cold  weather  a  part  of  their  con- 
tents, and  thus  become  proportionably  weaker  3  a  circuraitcUice 
which  deferves  particular  regard. 

Sect.    III. 
DEPURATION. 

THERE  are  different  methods  of  depurating  or  purifying  li- 
quors from  their'  feculencies,  according  as  the  liquor  itfelf  is 
more  or  lefs  tenacious,  or  the  feculent  matter  of  greater  orlefs  gravity. 

Thin  fluids  readily  depofite  their  more  ponderous  impurities, 
upon  ilanding  at  reft  for  fome  time,  in  a  cool  place  ;  and  may  then 
he  decanted,  or  poured  off  clear,  by  inclining  the  veffel. 

Glutinous,  undluous,  or  thick  fubftances,  are  to  be  liquefied  by 
a  fuitable  heat ;  when  the  groiTer  feculencies  will  fall  to  the  bot- 
tom ;  the  lighter  arifing  to  tne  furface,  to  be  despumated  or 
fcummed  off. 

Where  the  impurities  are  neither  fo  ponderous  as  to  fubfide  free- 
ly to  the  bottom,  nor  fo  light  as  to  arife  readily  to  the  furface ;  they 
mav  be  fcparated  in  great  meafure  by  colature  through  ftrainers 
of  linen,  woollen,  or  other  cloth;  and  more  perfectly  by  filtra- 
tion through  a  ioft  bibulous  kind  of  paper  made  for  this  ufe. 

The  grey  paper  which  covers  pill  boxes  as  they  come  from 
abroad,  is  one  of  the  beil  for  this  purpofe :  it  does  not  eafily  break 
when  wetted,  or  tinge  the  liquor  which  paffis  through  it,  which 
the  reddifh  fort,  called  bhffbm  paper,  frequently  does.  The  paper 
is  fupported  by  a  funnel,  or  piece  of  canvas  fixed  in  a  frame.  When 
the  funnel  is  ufed,  it  is   convenient  to  put  fome  ftraws  or  fmall 
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flicks  between  the  paper  and  its  fides,  to  prevent  the  weight  of  the 
liquor  from  preffmg  the  paper  fo  dole  to  it,  as  not  to  allow  room 
for  the  fluid  to  tranfude.  In  fome  cafes  a  funnel  made  of  wire  is 
put  betwixt  the  paper  and  the  glafs  funnel. 

Glutinous  and  un6tuous  liquors,  which  do  not  eafily  pafs  through 
the  pores  of  a  filtre  or  a  ftrainer,  are  clarified  by  beating  them 
up  with  the  whites  of  eggs,  which  entangling  the  impure  matter, 
arifes  with  it  to  the  furface  :  the  mixture  is  to  be  gently  boiled,  till 
the  fcum  begins  to  break,  when  the  veffel  is  to  be  removed  from 
the  fire,  the  cruft  taken  off,  and  the  liquor  palled  through  a  flannel 
bag. 

Decantation,  colature,  and  filtration,  are  applicable  to  moft  of 
the  medicated  liquors  that  ftand  in  need  of  purification.  Defpuma- 
tion  and  clarification  very  rarely  have  place  ;  fince  thefe,  along 
with  the  impurities  of  the  liquor,  frequently  feparate  its  medicinal 
parts.  Thus,  if  the  decoction  of  poppy  heads,  for  making  diaco- 
dium,  be  folicitoufly  fcummed  or  clarified  (as  fome  have  been 
accuftcmed  to  do)  the  medicine  will  lofe  almoft  all  that  the  pop- 
pies communicated,  and  inftead  of  a  mild  opiate,  turn  out  little 
other  than  a  plain  fyrup  of  fugar. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  common  forts  of  filtering 
paper  are  apt  to  communicate  a  difagreeable  flavour  :  and  hence  in 
filtering  fine  bitters,  or  other  liquors,  whofe  gratefulnefs  is  of  pri- 
mary confequence,  the  part  which  paffes  through  firft  ought  to  be 
kept  apart  for  inferior  purpofes. 

Sect.   IV. 
C.RYSTA  L  LIZ  AT  I  ON. 

ATER,  affifred  by  heat,  diffolves  a  larger  proportion  of 
faline  fubftances,  than  it  can  retain  when  grown  cold  :  hence, 
on  the  abatement  of  the  heat,  a  part  of  the  fait  feparates  from  tfae 
irienflruum,  and  concretes  at  the  fides  and  bottom  of  the  veffel. 
Thefe  concretions,  unlefs  too  hallily  formed  by  the  fudden  cooling 
of  the  liquor  or  difturbed  in  their  coalefcence  by  agitation,  or  other 
like  caufes,  prove  tranfparent  and  of  regular  figures,  refembling  in 
appearance  the  natural  fprig-cRYST  als. 

Saks,  diffolved  in  a  large  quantity  of  water,  may  in  like  man- 
ner be  recovered  from  it  in  their  cryltailine  form,  by  boiling  down 
the  foliation,  till  (o  much  of  the  fluid  has  exhaled  as  that  the  re- 
mainder will  be  too  little  to  keep  the  fak  Uiflolved  when  grown 

perfectly 
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perfectly  cold.  It  is  cuftomary  to  continue  the  evaporation,  till 
the  fait  fhews  a  difpoiition  to  concrete  even  from  the  hot  water, 
bv  forming  a  pellicle  on  that  part  which  is  leaft  hot,  viz.  on  the 
furface.  If  large,  beautiful  and  perfectly  figured  cryftals  are  iequi- 
red,  this  point  is  fomewhat  too  late:  for  if  the  fait  thus  begins  to 
coalefce  whilft  confiderably  hot,  on  being  removed  into  a  cold 
place,  its  particles  will  run  too  haftily  and  irregularly  together  ;  the 
pellicle  at  the  fame  time  falling  down  through  the  liquor,  and  thus 
proving  a  farther  disturbance  to  the  regularity  of  the  cryftaljiza- 
tion. 

In  order  to  perform  this  procefs  in  perfection,  the  evaporation 
muft  be  gentle,  and  continued  no  longer  than  fome  drops  of  the 
liquor,  let  fall  on  a  cold  glafs  plate,  difcover  cryftalline  filaments. 
When  this  mark  of  fufficient  exhalation  appears,  the  veflel  is  to 
be  immediately  removed  from  the  fire  into  a  lefs  warm,  but  not  cold 
place,  and  covered  with  a  cloth,  to  prevent  the  accefs  of  cold  air, 
and  confequently  the  formation  of  a  pellicle. 

All  the  alcaline  falts  are  excluded  from  this  operation;  fixt  alca- 
Jies  never  affirming  a  crvftalline  form  ;  and  the  volatile  ones  efcap- 
ing  before  the  menftruum  exhales.  Some  even  of  the  neutral  kind, 
particularly  thofe  of  which  certain  metallic  bodies  are  the  bafis, 
are  fo  ftrongly  retained  by  the  aqueous  fluid,  as  not  to  exhibit  any 
appearance  of  cryftallization,  unlefs  fome  other  fubftance  be  added 
with  which  the  water  has  a  greater  affinity.  The  table  of  affinity 
fhews,  that  fuch  a  fubftance  is  fpirit  of  wine;  by  the  prudent  ad- 
dition of  which,  thefe  kinds  of  falts  feparate  freely  from  the  men- 
ftruum, and  form  large  and  beautiful  cryftals,  fcarce  obtainable  by 
any  other  means. 

The  operator  muft  be  careful  not  to  add  too  much  of  the  fpirit  ; 
left,  inftead  of  a  gradual  and  regular  cryftallization,  the  bafts 
of  the  fait  be  haftily  precipitated  in  a  powdery  form.  One  twen- 
tieth part  of  the  weight  of  the  liquor  will  in  molt  cafes  be  a  fuffi- 
cient, and  in  fome  too  large  a  quantity. 

Different  falts  require  different  quantities  of  water  to  keep  them 
diflblved :  and  hence,  if  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  be  diflblved  in 
this  fluid,  they  will  begin  to  feparate  and  cryftallize  at  different 
periods  of  the  evaporation.  Upon  this  foundation,  falts  are  freed, 
not  only  from  fuch  impurities,  as  water  is  not  capable  of  diflolv- 
ing  and  carrying  through  the  pores  of  a  filter,  but  likewife  from  ad- 
mixtures of  one  another. 
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Sect.    V. 
PRECIPITATION. 

Y  this  operation,  bodies  are  recovered  from  their  folutions, 
not  in  a  cryftalline,  but  in  a  powdery  form-  The  feparation 
is  effected  by  the  addition  of  fome  other  fubftance,  with  which 
either  the  menftruum,  or  the  body  diflblved,  have  a  greater  affinity 
than  they  have  with  one  another. 

Precipitation,  therefore,  is  of  two  kinds  ;  one,  where  the  fub- 
ftance fuperadded  unites  with  the  menftruum,  and  occafions  that 
before  diflblved  to  be  thrown  down  ;  the  other,  in  which  it  unites 
with  the  diflblved  body,  and  falls  along  with  it  to  the  bottom.  Of 
the  firft  we  have  an  example  in  the  precipitation  of  fulphur  from 
alcaline  lixivia  by  the  means  of  acids ;  of  the  fecond,  in  the  pre- 
cipitation of  mercury  from  aqua  fortis  by  fea  fait,    or  its  acid. 

The  fubjects  of  this  operation,  as  well  thofe  which  are  capable 
of  being  precipitated  as  thofe  which  precipitate  them,  will  readily  ap- 
pear from  inflection  of  the  table  of  affinity.  The  manner  of  per- 
forming it  is  fo  fimple,  as  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  any  particular  di- 
rections ;  no  more  being  required,  than  to  add  the  precipitate  by 
degrees,  as  long  as  it  continues  to  occafion  any  precipitation. 
When  the  whole  of  the  powder  has  fallen,  it  is  to  be  well  edul- 
corated, that  is,  wafhed  in  feveral  frefh  parcels  of  water,  and 
afterwards  dried  for  ufe. 

Where  metals  are  employed  as  precipitants,  as  in  the  purifica- 
tion of  martial  vitriol  from  copper  by  the  addition  of  frefh  iron, 
they  ought  to  be  perfectly  clean,  and  free  from  any  rufty  or  greafy 
matter  ;  otherwise  they  will  not  readily,  if  at  all,  diflblve,  and  con- 
fequently  the  precipitation  will  not  fucceed  ;  for  the  fubftance  to  be 
precipitated  feparates  only  by  the  additional  one  diflblving  and  tak- 
ing its  place.  The  feparated  powder,  oftentimes,  inftead  of  fall- 
ing to  the  bottom,  lodges  upon  the  precipitant  ;  from  which  it 
muft  be  occafionally  fhaken  off,  for  reafons  fufficiently  obvious. 
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Sect.     VI. 
EVAPORATION. 


THIS  is  a  third  method  of  recovering  folid  bodies  from  their 
foliations,  effected  by  the  means  of  heat;  which  evapo  ath  g 
the  fluid  part,  that  is,  forcing  it  off  in  fteam,  the  matter  which  was 
diiTolved  therein  is  left  behind  in  its  folid  form. 

This  procefs  is  applicable  to  the  folutions  of  all  thofe  fubftances 
which  are  lefs  volatile  than  the  menftruum,  or  which  will  not  ex- 
hale by  the  heat  requifite  for  the  evaporation  of  the  fluid;  as  the 
folutions  of  fixt  alcaline  falts  ;  of  the  gummi ,  gelatinous,  and  other 
inodorous  parts  of  vegetables  and  animals  in  water;  and  of  many 
refinous  and  odorous  fubftances  in  fpirit  of  wine. 

Water  extracts  the  virtues  of  fundry  fragrant  aromatic  herbs,  al- 
mofl  as  perfectly  as  rectified  fpirit  of  wine  ;  but  the  aqueous  infu- 
fions  are  far  from  being  equally  fuited  to  this  procefs,  with  thofe 
made  in  fpirit ;  water  carrying  off  the  whole  odour  and  flavour  of 
the  fubject,  wh:ch  that  i^hter  liquor  leaves  entire  behind  it.  Thus 
a  watery  infufion  of  mint,  for  inftance,  lofes  in  evaporation  the 
fmell,  tafte,  and  virtues  of  the  herb ;  whilft  a  tincture  drawn  with 
pure  fpirit,  yields,  on  the  fame  treatment,  a  thick  balfamic  liquid, 
or  folid  gum my-refin,  extremely  rich  in  the  peculiar  qualities  of 
the  mint. 

In  evaporating  thefe  kinds  of  liquors,  particular  care  muff  be 
had,  towards  the  end  of  the  procefs,  that  the  heat  be  very  gentle; 
otherwife  the  matter,  as  it  grows  thick,  will  burn  to  the  veffel,  and 
contract  a  difagreeable  fmell  and  tafte  :  this  burnt  flavour  is  called 
an  empyreuma.  The  liquor  ought  to  be  kept  ftirring  during  the 
evaporation  ;  otherwife  a  part  of  the  matter  concretes  on  the  fur- 
face  expofed  to  the  air,  and  forms  a  pellicle  which  impedes  the 
farther  evaporation  *. 


*  Farther  directions  for  performing  this  operation  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage, will  be  given  hereafter  in  the  fecond  part. 
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Sect.     VII. 
DISTILLATION. 

IN  the  foregoing  operation,  fluids  are  rarified  by  heat  into  fleam 
or  vapour  which  is  fuffered  to  exhale  in  the  air,  but  which  the 
bufinefs  of  this  is  to  collect  and  preferve.  For  this  purpofe,  the 
fteam  is  received  in  proper  vefiels,  luted  to  that  in  which  the  fub- 
je£f.  is  contained,  and  being  there  cooled,  condenfes  into  a  fluid 
form  again. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  diftillation  :  by  the  one,  the  more  fub- 
tile  and  volatile  parts  of  liquors  are  elevated  from  the  groffer;  by 
the  other,  liquids,  incorporated  with  folid  bodies  are  forced  out 
from  them  by  vehemence  of  fire. 

To  the  firft  belong,  the  diftillation  of  the  pure  inflammable  fpi- 
rit from  vinous  liquors  ;  and  of  fuch  of  the  active  parts  of  vegetables 
as  are  capable  of  being  extracted  by  boiling  water  or  fpirit,  and  at 
jhe  fame  time  of  arifing  along  with  their  fleam. 

As  boiling  water  extracts  or  diffolves  the  effential  oils  of  vege- 
tables, whilfl  blended  with  the  other  principles  of  the  fubject,  with- 
out faturation  ;  but  imbibes  only  a  determinate,  and  that  ?a  fmall 
proportion  of  them  in  their  pure  ftate  ;  as  thefe  oils  are  the  only 
Jubilances,  naturally  contained  in  vegetables,  that  prove  totally  vo- 
latile in  that  degree  of  heat ;  and  as  it  is  in  them,  that  the  virtues 
of  aromatics,  arjd  the  peculiar  odour  and  flavour  of  all  plants  re- 
fide  :  it  is  evident,  that  water  may  be  impregnated,  by  diftillation, 
with  the  more  valuable  parts  of  many  vegetables  :  that  this  impreg- 
nation is  limited,  the  oil  arifing  in  this  procefs  pure  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  plant  which  before  rendered  it  foluble  in  water  without  limi- 
tation j  hence  greateft  part  of  the  oil  feparates  from  the  djftilled 
aqueous  liquor,  and  according  to  its  greater  or  lefs  gravity,  either 
jfinks  to  the  bottom,  or  fwims  on  the  furface  :  that  consequently 
ipfufions  and  diftilled  waters  are  greatly  different  from  one  another: 
that  the  firft  may  be  rendered  of  any  affignable  degree  of  ftrength 
by  pouring  the  liquor  on  frefh  parcels  of  the  fubjecl: ;  but  that  the 
latter  cannot  be  in  like  manner  improved  by  cobobating,  or  rediftil- 
ling  them  from  frefh  ingredients. 

As  the  oils  of  many' vegetables  do  not  freely  diftil  with  a  lefs 
heat,  than  that  in  which  water  boils  ;  as  rectified  fpirit  of  wine  is 
not  fufceptible  of  this  degree  of  heat ;  and  as  this  menftruum  to- 
tally diffolves  thefe  oils  in  th#ir  pure  ftate:  it  follows,  that  fpirit 
elevates  far  lefs  from  vegetables  than  water  j  but  that  neverthelefs 

the 
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the  diftilled  fpirit,  by  keeping  all  that  it  does  elevate,  perfectly  dif- 
folved,  may,  in  fome  cafes,  prove  almoft  as  ftrong  of  the  fubjecl: 
as  the  diftilled  water. 

The  apparatus  made  ufe  of  for  diftilling  fpirits,  waters  and  oils, 
confifts  of  a  _/?///,  or  copper  vefTel,  for  containing  the  fubject,  on 
which  is  luted  a  large  head  with  a  fwan  neck.  The  vapour,  arifing 
into  the  head,  is  thence  conveyed  through  a  worm,  or  long  fpiral 
pipe,  placed  in  a  veffel  of  cold  water,  called  a  refrigeratory  ;  and 
being  there  condenfed,  runs  down  into  a  receiver.  In  the  fecond 
part  of  this  work,  we  ihall  give  fome  improvements  in  this  appa- 
ratus for  particular  purpofes ;  with  directions  for  performing  the  fe- 
veral  procefles  to  the  greater!  advantage. 

The  fubjects  of  the  fecond  kind  of  diftillation  are,  the  grofs  oils 
of  vegetables  and  animals,  the  mineral  acid  fpirits,  and  the  metallic 
fluid  quickfilver,  which  as  they  require  a  much  ftrong  degree  of 
heat  to  elevate  them  than  the  foregoing  liquors  can  fuftain  ;  fo  they 
Jikewife  condenfe  without  arifing  fo  far  from  the  action  of  the  fire. 
The  diftillation  of  thefe  is  performed  in  low  glafs  vefTels,  called 
from  their  neck  being  bent  to  one  fide,  retorts  :  to  the  farther  end 
of  the  neck  a  receiver  is  luted,  which  ftanding  without  the  fur- 
nace, the  vapours  foon  condenfe  in  it,  without  the  ufe  of  a  re- 
frigeratory :  neverthelefs  to  promote  this  effect,  fome  are  accuftom- 
ed,  efpecially  in  warm  weather,  to  cool  the  receiver  by  occafionally 
applying  wet  cloths  to  it,  or  keeping  it  partly  immerfed  in  a  veffel 
of"  cold  water.  ® 

The  vapours  of  fome  fubftances  are  fo  fluggifh,  or  ftrongly  re- 
tained by  a  fixt  matter,  as  fcarce  to  arife  even  over  the  low  neck  of 
the  retort,  Thefe  are  moft  commodioufly  diftilled  in  ftreight-neck- 
ed  earthen  vefTels  called  long-necks,  laid  on  their  fides,  fo  that  the 
vapour  palTes  off  laterally  with  little  or  no  afcent :  a  receiver  is 
luted  to  the  end  of  the  neck  without  the  furnace  :  in  this  manner, 
the  acid  fpirit  of  vitriol  is  diftilled.  The  matter  which  remains  in. 
the  retort  or  long  neck,  after  the  diftillation,  is  vulgarly  called 
caput  mortuum. 

In  thefe  diftillations,  a  quantity  of  elaftic  air  is  frequent- 
ly generated  ;  which,  unlefs  an  exit  is  allowed  it,  blows  off,  or 
burfts  the  receiver.  The  danger  of  this  may  in  good  meafure  be 
prevented  by  flowly  raifing  the  fire ;  but  more  effectually  by  leav- 
ing a  fmall  hole  in  the  luting,  to  be  occafionally  opened  or  ftopt 
with  a  wooden  plug  ;  or  inferting  at  the  juncture  an  upright  pipe 
of  fuch  a  height,  that  none  of  the  vapours  of  the  diftilling  liquor 
may  efcape. 

Sect. 
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Sect.    VIII. 
SUB  LI  MAT  10  N. 

S  all  fluids  are  volatile  by  heat,  and  confequently  capable  of 
being  feparated,  in  moft  cafes,  from  fixed  matters,  by  the 
foregoing  procefs  ;  fo  various  folid  bodies  are  fubjected  to  a  fimi- 
lar  treatment.  Fluids  are  faid  to  dijlil,  and  folids  to  Jublime  ;  tho' 
fometimes  both  are  obtained  in  one  and  the  fame  operation.  If  the 
fubliming  matter  concretes  into  a  mafs,  it  is  commonly  called  a 
Jublimate  ;  if  into  a  powdery  form,  flowers. 

The  fumes  of  folid  bodies  generally  arife  but  a  little  way,  and 
adhere  to  that  part  of  the  veflel  where  they  concrete.  Hence  a 
receiver  or  condenfer  is  lefs  neceflary  here  than  in  the  preceding 
operation  ;  a  fingle  vefTel,  as  a  niatras,  or  tall  vial,  or  the  like, 
being  frequently  Tufficient.  The  moft  commodious  apparatus  for 
the  fublimation  of  particular  fubftances,  and  the  moft  advantageous 
method  of  conducting  the  feveral  procefles,  will  be  delivered  in  the 
fecund  part. 

Sect.    IX. 
EXPRESSION. 

THE  prefs  is  chiefly  made  ufe  of  for  forcing  out  the  juices  of 
fucculent  herbs  and  fruits  ;  and  the  infipid  oils  of  the  unctu- 
ous feeds  and  kernels. 

The  harder  fruits,  as  quinces,  require  to  be  previoufly  well 
beat  or  ground  ;  but  herbs  are  to  be  only  moderately  bruifed.  The 
firject  is  then  included  in  a  hair  bag,  and  preffed  betwixt  wooden 
plates,  in  the  common  fcrew-prefs,  as  long  as  any  juice  runs  from 
it. 

The  juicy  fruits  in  general,  and  moft  of  the  acrid  plants,  give 
out  their  virtues  in  tolerable  perfection  to  this  procefs :  but  aroma- 
tic heibs  yield  iit;le,  and  fometimes  nothing,  of  their  peculiar  fmell 
or  tafte  ;  and  the  more  tender  flowers  have  their  fragrance  totally 
deftroyed  by  the  violence  of  this  operation. 

The  juices,  thus  forcibly  prefled  out  from  plants,  differ  from 
thofe  which  flow  fpontaneoufly,  or  from  inciftons.  Thus  the  pop- 
py heads,  on  being  (lightly  wounded,  yield  a  thick  milky  liquor, 
which  dries,  by  a  moderate  warmth,  into  opium  j  whilft  the  juice 

obtained 
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obtained  by  prefiurc  is  of  a  dark  green  colour,  and  far  weaker  vir- 
tues. 

The  expreflion  of  oils  is  performed  nearly  in  the  feme  manner 
as  that  of  juices  ;  only  here,  iron  plates  are  fubilituted  to  the  wooden 
ones  there  made  uTe  of.  The  fubjed  is  well  pounded,  and  included 
in  a  ftrong  canvas  bag,  betwixt  which  and  the  plates  of  the  prefs  a 
hair  cloth  is  interpofed. 

The  infipid  oils  of  all  the  uncluous  feeds  are  obtained,  uninju- 
red, by  this  operation,  if  performed  without  the  ufe  of  heat ;  which 
though  it  greatly  promotes  the  extraction  of  the  oil,  at  the  fame 
time  imprelTes  an  ungrateful  flavour,  and  increafes  its  difpofition  to 
crow  rancid.  Hence,  though  the  preparers  of  thefe  oils,  for  me- 
chanical purpofes,  are  accuftomed  to  facilitate  the  procefs,  by  warm- 
ing the  plates  of  the  prefs  ;  yet  this  expedient  muft  never  be  had  re- 
courle  to,  where  the  product  is  intended  for  medicinal  ufe. 

The  oils  expreffed  from  aromatic  fubitances  generally  carry  with 
them  a  portion  of  their  ellential  oil :  hence  the  fmell  and  flavour  of 
the  exprefTed  oils' of  nutmegs  and  mace.  They  are  never  found  im- 
pregnated with  any  of  the  other  qualities  of  the  fubjecf. :  od  of  muf- 
tard  feed,  for  inftance,  is  as  foft  and  void  of  acrimony,  as  that  of 
almonds,  the  pungency  of  the  muftard  remaining  entire  in  the  cake 
left  after  the  expremon. 

Sect.    X. 
EXSICCATION. 

THERE  are  two  general  methods  of  exficcat'wg  or  drying  moift 
bodies:  in  the  one,  their  humid  parts  are  exhaled  by  heatj 
in  the  other,  they  are  imbibed  or  abforbed  by  fubfiances,  whofe  foft 
and  fpongy  texture  adapts  them  to  that  ufe.  Bodies  intimately  com- 
bined with,  or  diftblved  in  a  fluid,  as  recent  vegetables  and  their 
juices,  requi-e  the  firft:  fuch  as  are  only  fuperfrcially  mixed,  as 
when  earthy  or  indifioluble  powders  are  ground  with  water,  are  corn- 
mod  ioufly  feparated  from  it  by  the  fecond. 

Vegetables  and  their  parts  are  ufually  exficcated  by  the  natu- 
ral warmth  of  the  air :  the  afiiftance  of  a  gentle  artificial  heat 
may,  nevertheiefs,  in  general,  be  not  only  fafely,  but  advantage- 
oufly  had  recourfe  to.  By  a  moderate  fire,  even  the  more  ten- 
der flowers  may  be  dried,  in  a  little  time,  without  any  confi- 
derable  lofs,  either  of  their  odour  or  lively  colour  ;  which  would, 
both,  be  greatly  injured  or  deftroyed,  by  a  more  flow  exficcation 
4  in 
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in  the  air.  Some  plants  indeed,  particularly  thofe  of  the  acrid  kind, 
as  horfe-radifh,  fcurvy-grafs,  and  arum,  lofe  their  virtues  by  this 
procefs,  however  careful] \  performed:  but  far  the  greater  number 
retain  them  unimpaired,  and  oftentimes  improved. 

The  thicker  vegetable  juices  may  be  exficcated  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun  ;  or,  where  this  is  not  fufficient,  by  that  of  a  water-bath, 
or  an  oven  moderately  warm.  The  thinner  juices  may  be  gently 
boiled  till  they  begin  to  thicken,  and  then  treated  as  the  forego- 
ing;  this  procefr,  termed  iNspissation  or  evaporation,  has 
been  fpoken  of  already.  The  juices  of  fome  plants,  as  arum  root, 
bryony  root,  orris  root,  wild  cucumbers,  &c.  feparate,  upon 
ftanding  for  fome  time,  into  a  thick  part  which  falls  to  the  bot- 
tom :  and  a  thin  aqueous  one,  which  fwirns  above  it :  this  Iaft  is 
to  be  poured  oft,  and  the  firft  exficcated  by  a  gentle  warmth  :  pre- 
parations of  this  kind  have  been  ufually  called  fjecvlje  ;  that  of 
the  wild  cucumber,  to  be  fpoken  of  in  its  place,  is  the  only  one 
which  practice  now  retains. 

Indiffoluble  bodies,  mixed  with  water  into  a  thick  confidence, 
may  be  eafily  freed  from  the  greats  ft  part  of  it.  by  dropping  them 
on  a  chalk  ji one ^  or  fome  powdered  chalk  preffed  into  a  fmooth 
mafs,  which  readily  imbibes  their  humidity.  Where  the  quantity 
of  fluid  is  large,  as  in  the  cdulcoration  of  precipitates,  it  may  be 
feparated  by  decantation  or  filtration. 

Sect.    XI. 
COMMINUTION. 

COmmINUTion  is  the  bare  reduction  of  folid  coherent  bodies 
into  fmall  particles  or  powder.     7'he  methods  of  effecting  this 
are  various,  according  to  the  texture  of  the  fubje£t. 

Dry  friable  bodies,  or  fuch  as  are  brittle  and  not  very  hard,  and 
mixtures  of  thefe  with  fome  what  moid  ones,  are  eafily  pulveri- 
zed in  a  mortar. 

Very  light,  dry  fubftances,  refins,  and  the  roots  of  a  tenacious 
texture,  as  gentian,  require  the  mortar  to  be  previoufly  rubbed  with 
a  little  fweet  oil,  or  a  few  drops  of  oil  to  be  occasionally  added  : 
this  prevents  the  finer  powder  of  the  firft  from  flying  off,  and  the 
others  from  cohering  under  the  peftle.  Camphor  is  moft  >.;mmo- 
dioufly  powdered  by  rubbing  it  with  a  little  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine.  , 

Tough  fubftance-,  as  woods,  the  peels  of  oranges  and  lemons, 
&c.  are°  moft  conveniently  rafped;  and  very  oily  bodies,  as  nut- 
megs, grated. 

°        2  The 
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The  comminution  of  the  harder  minerals,  as  calamine,  cryftal, 
flint,  &c.  is  greatly  facilitated  by  Extinction;  that  is,  by  heat- 
in^  them  red  hot,  and  quenching  them  in  water ;  by  repeating  this 
procefs  a  few  times,  molt  of  the  hard  ftones  become  eafily  pulve- 
rable.  This  procefs,  however,  is  not  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the 
alcaline  or  calcareous  ftones  j  left,  inftead  of  an  infipid  powder,  wc 
produce  an  acrimonious  calx  or  lime. 

Metallic  bodies,  which  rehft  the  ftrokes  of  the  peftle,  may  be 
reduced  into  powders  of  a  great  degree  of  finenefs,  by  attrition 
upon  a  whetftone :  the  ftony  matter  is  readily  wailied  off  by  water, 
from  the  more  ponderous  metallic  powder. 

Some  metals,  as  tin,  though  ftrongly  cohering  in  their  natural 
ftate,  prove  extremely  brittle  when  heated,  infomuch  as  to  be  eafily 
divided  into  fmall  particles  by  dextrous  agitation.  Hence  the  offi- 
cinal method  of  pulverizing  tin,  by  melting  it,  and,  at  the  inftant 
of  its  beginning  to  return  into  a  ftate  of  folidity,  brifkly  lhaking  it 
in  a  wooden  box.  The  comminution  of  metals,  in  this  manner, 
is  termed  by  the  metallurgists  granulation. 

On  a  iimilar  principle,  certain  falts,  as  nitre,  may  be  reduced 
into  powder  in  large  quantity,  by  diffolving  them  in  boiling  water, 
fetting  the  folution  over  a  moderate  fire,  and  keeping  the  fait  con- 
stantly Stirring  during  its  exficcation,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  particles 
disjoined  by  the  fluid,  from  reuniting  together  into  larger  rnafles. 

Powders  are  reduced  to  a  great  degree  of  finenefs  by  tritura- 
ting or  rubbing  them,  for  a  length  of  time,  in  a  mortar.  Such, 
as  are  not  diflbluble  in  water,  or  injured  by  the  admixture  of  that 
fluid,  are  moiftened  with  it  into  the  confidence  of  a  pafte,  and 
levigated,  or  ground,  on  a  flat,  fmooth  marble  ox  iron  plate  ;  or 
where  a  large  quantity  is  to  be  prepared  at  a  time,  in  ?nilh  made  for 
that  ufe. 

Comminution,  though  one  of  the  moft  Ample  operations  of  phar- 
macy, has,  in  many  cafes,  very  considerable  effects.  The  refi- 
nous  purgatives,  when  finely  triturated,  are  more  eafily  foluble  in 
the  animal  fluids,  and  confequently  prove  more  cathartic  and  left 
irritating,  than  in  their  grofler  ftate.  Crude  antimony,  which 
when  reduced  to  a  tolerably  fine  powder,  difcovers  little  medicinal 
virtue,  if  levigated  to  a  great  degree  of  fubtilty,  proves  a  powerful 
alterative  in  many  chronical  diforders. 

By  comminution,  the  heavieft  bodies  may  be  made  to  float  in 
the  lighteft  fluids  *,    for  a  longer  or  Shorter  time,  according  to 


*  Some  attribute  this  effect  to  a  diminution  of  the  fpeciiic  gravity  of 
£he  body ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fuppofe  the  peculiar  virtues  of  certain 
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their  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  tenuity.  ,  Hence  we  are  furnilhed 
with  an  excellent  criterion  of  the  finenefs  of  certain  powders,  and 
a  method  of  feparating  the  more  fubtile  parts  from  the  grofler, 
diftinguimed  by  the  name  of  elutriation,  or  ivajhing  over. 
See  Part  II.  Chap.  I. 


Sect.    XII. 
FUSION. 

FUsion  is  the  reduction  of  folid  bodies  into  a  Irate  of  fluidity 
by  fire.  Almoil  all  natural  Jubilances,  the  pure  earths,  and 
the  folid  parts  of  animals  and  vegetables  excepted,  melt  in  proper 
degrees  of  fire  ;  feme  in  a  very  gentle  heat,  whilfr.  others  require 
its  utmeft  violence. 

Turpentine,  and  other  foft  refinous  fubftances,  liquefy  in  a 
gentle  warmth ;  wax,  pitch,  fulphur,  and  the  mineral  bitumens, 
require  a  heat  too  great  for  the  hand  to  fupport ;  fixt  alcaline  falts, 
common  fait,  nitre,  require  a  red,  or  almoft  white. heat  to  melt 
them  ;  and  glafs,  a  full  white  heat. 

Among  metallic  fubftances,  tin,  bifmuth,  and  lead,  flow  long 
before  ignition  :  antimony  likewife  melts  before  it  is  vifibly  red 
hot,  but  not  before  the  vefTel  is  coniiderably  fo  :  the  regulus  of 
antimony  demands  a  much  ftronger  fire.  Zinc  begins  to  melt 
in  a  red  heat;  gold  and  filver  require  a  low  white  heat  j  copper, 
a  bright  white  heat ;  and  iron,  an  extreme  white  heat. 

One  body,  rendered  fluid  by  heat,  becomes  fometimes  a  men- 
firuum  for  another,  not  fufible  of  itfelf  in  the  fame  degree  of 
fire.  Thus  red  hot  filver  melts,  on  being  thrown  into  melted  lead 
lefs  hot  than  itfelf:  and  thus,  if  fteei  heated  to  whitenefs,  be  taken 
out  of  the  furnace,  and  applied  to  a  roli  of  fulphur  ;  the  fulphur, 


medicines,  particularly  mercury,  to  be  in  gre^t  mcafure  owing  to  their 
gravity.  If  thefe  hypothefes  were  juil,  it  mould  follow,  that  the  mer- 
curial preparations,  by  being  finely  comminuted,  would  lofe  propor- 
tionally of  their  efficacy  j  and  fo  indeed  mercurius  dulris,  for  inttance, 
has  been  fuppofed  to  do.  But  experience  (hews,  that  this  is  far  irom  be- 
ing the  cafe;  and  that  comminution  by  no  rr.c  i  s  leilens,  but  rather  in- 
creafes  its  power:  when  reduced  to  a  great  degree  of  fubtility,  it  partes 
readily  into  the  habit,  and  operates,  according  to  its  quantity,  as  an 
alterative  or  a  fialagogue  ■,  whilft  in  a  grofler  form,  it  is  apt  to  irritate 
the  ftnmach  and  bowels,  and  run  oft*  by  the  inteltmes,  without  bung 
conveyed  into  the  blood. 
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inftantly  liquefying,  occafions  the  {feel  to  melt  with  it ;  hence  the 
chalybs  cum  fulphure  of  the  {hops.  This  concrete,  nevei  thelefs, 
remarkably  impedes  the  fufion  of  fome  other  metals,  as  lead,  which 
when  united  with  fulphur,  is  fcarce  to  be  perfectly  melted  by  the 
moil  intenfe  decree  of  culinary  fire:  hence  the  method,  defc. ibed 
in  its  place,  of  purifying  zinc,  a  femimttal  which  -fulphur  has  no 
effeft  upon,  from  the  lead  fo  frequently  mixed  with  it. 

Sulphur  is  the  only  unmetallic  fubllance  which  mingles  in  fufion 
with  any  metal.  Earthy,  faline,  and  other  like  matters,  even 
the  calces  and  glaffes  prepared  from  metals  themfelves,  float  di- 
ftincl  upon  the  furface,  and  form  what  is  called  scoria  or 
drofs.  Where  the  quantity  of  this  is  large  in  proportion  to  the 
metal,  it  is  moft  commodioufly  feparated  by  pouring  the  whole 
into  a  conical  mould  :  the  pure  metal,  or  regulus,  though 
fmall  in  quantity,  occupies  a  confiderable  weight  in  the  lower 
narrow  part  of  the  cone,  and  when  congealed,  may  be  eafily  freed 
from  the  fcoriae  by  a  hammer.  The  mould  mould  be  previoufly 
greafed,  or  rather  fmoked,  to  make  the  metal  come  freely  out; 
and  throughly  dried  and  heated,  to  prevent  the  explofion  which 
fometimes  happens  from  the  fudden  contact  of  melted  metals  with 
moift  bodies. 


Sect.    XIII. 
CALCINATION. 


Y  calcination  is  understood,  the  reduction  of  folid  bodies,  by 
the  means  of  fire,  from  a  coherent  to  a  powdery  ftate,  ac- 
companied with  a  change  of  their  quality  :  in  which  laft  refpe<St, 
this  procefs  differs  from  comminution. 

To  this  head  belong,  the  burning  of  vegetable  and  animal 
matters,  otherwife  called  ustion,  incineration,  or  concre- 
mation  ;  and  the  change  of  metals  into  a  powder,  which  in  the 
fire  either  does  not  melt,  or  vitrifies,  that  is,  runs  into 
glafs. 

The  metals  which  melt  before  ignition,  are  calcined  by  keep- 
ing them  in  fufion  for  fome  time.  The  free  admiffion  of  air  is 
effentially  neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  operation  ;  and  hence, 
when  the  furface  of  the  metal  appears  covered  with  calx,  this 
muft  be  taken  off,  or  raked  to  one  fide  ;  otherwife,  the  remaind- 
er, excluded  from  the  air,  will  not  undergo  the  change  intend- 
ed. If  any  coal,  or  other  inflammable  matter  that  does  not  con- 
tain a  mineral  acid,   be  luffered  to  fall  into  the  veffel,  the  effect 

ex- 
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expected  from  this  operation  will  not  be  produced,  and  luch  part 
of  the  metal  as  is  already  calcined,  will  be  revived  or  reduced, 
that  is,  it  will  return  into  its  metallic  form  again. 

Thofe  metals  which  require  a  ftrong  fire  to  melt  in,  calcine 
with  a  much  lefs  heat,  than  is  fufficient  to  make  them  flow. 
Hence  the  burning  or  scorification  of  fuch  iron  or  copper 
vefTels,  as  are  long  expofed  to  a  confiderable  fire  without  defence 
from  the  air.  Gold  and  filver  are  not  calcinable  by  any  degree  of 
fire. 

In  calcination,  the  metals  vifibly  emit  fumes ;  neverthelefs,  the 
weight  of  the  calx  proves  greater  than  that  of  the  metal  employed. 
The  antimonialregulus  gains  about  one  eleventh  part  of  its  weight} 
rzinc,  fometinies  one  tenth  ;  tin,  above  one  fixth  j  and  lead,  in  its 
converfkm.  into  minium,  oftentimes  one  fourth. 

The  calcination  of  metallic  bodies  (gold,  filver,  and  mercury  ex- 
cepted) is  greatly  promoted  by  nitre.  This  fait,  expofed  to  the 
fire  in  conjunction  with  any  inflammable  fubftances,  extricates 
their  inflammable  matter,  and  burfts  with  it  into  flame,  accompa- 
nied with  a  hilling  noife  :  this  procefs  is  ufually  termed  defla- 
gration of  detonation. 


PART 


(  o 


THE 


lifli  Difpenfatory 


IMPROVED. 


WEIGHTS. 


1WO  different  kinds  of 
weights  are  made  ufe  of 
in  this  country  j  one  in 
the  merchandize  of  gold 
and  filver  ;  the  other  for  almoft  all 
goods  befides.  The  firft  we  call 
Troy,  the  latter  Averdupois  weight. 
The  goldfmiths  divide  the  Troy 
pound  into  twelve  ounces  ;  the 
ounce  into  twenty  pennyweights ; 


and  the  pennyweight  into  twenty- 
four  grains.  The  Averdupois  pound 
is  divided  into  fixteen  ounces  ;  and 
the  ounce  into  fixteen  parts,  called 
drams. 

The  pound  of  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  difpenfatories  (which  is 
the  only  one  made  ufe  of  in  this 
work)  is  that  of  the  goldfmiths,  di- 
vided in  the  following  manner : 


The  Pound 
The  Ounce 
The  Dram 


& 


<  twelve  ounces. 

„  •      )  eight  drams, 
contains  <  .1 6     r       , 

y  three  icruples. 

The  Scruple    N  £  twenty  grains. 

The  Grain  is  equal  to  the  goldfmiths  grain. 


The  medical  or  Troy  pound  is 
lefs  than  the  Averdupois,  but  the 
ounce  and  the  dram  greater.  The 
Troy  pound  contains  5760  grains  ; 
the  Averdupois  7000  grains  :  The 
Troy  ounce  contains  480  grains ; 
the  Averdupois  only  437  :  The 
Troy  dram  60  ;  the  Averdupois 
dram  fomewhatlefs  than  28. 

Thefe  differences  in  our  weights 


have  occasioned  great  confuiion  in 
the  practice  of  pharmacy.  As  the 
druggifts  and  grocers  fell  by  the 
Averdupois  weight,  the  apotheca- 
ries have  not  in  general  kept  any 
weights  adjufted  to  the  Troy  pound 
greater  than  two  drams,  ufmg  for 
all  above  Averdupois.  By  this 
means,  it  is  apparent  that  in  all 
compofitions,  where  the  ingredients 
B  are 
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the  prefent,  if  compounded  by  the 
averdupois  weight,  contain  about 
one  fixth  lefs  quickfilver  than  if 
made,  as  they  ought  to  be,  by  the 
Troy.  This  error  prevailed  fo  far 
as  to  be  received  in  fome  former 
editions  of  the  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia itfelf ;  but  is  now  happily  re- 
moved. 


are  prefcribed  fome  by  pounds  and 
others  by  ounces,  they  are  taken  in 
i  wrong  proportion  to  each  other  ; 
and  the  fame  happens  when  any  are 
diredted  in  leffer  denominations  than 
the  ounce,  as  thefe  fubdivifions, 
ufed  by  the  apothecaries,  are  made 
to  a  different  ounce.  The  mercu- 
rial plaifler  of  the  late  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  the  mercurial  cerate  of 

MEASURES. 

The  meafures  employed  with   us  in  pharmacy  are  the  common  wine 

meafures. 
A  gallon   7  C  eight  pints  (libra.) 

The  pint     >  contains  2  fixteen  ounces. 
The  ounce  >  I  eight  drams. 

By  a  fpoonful  is  underftood  in  burgh,  half  an  ounce  weight  in 
the  London  difpenfatory  the  mea-  fyrups,  and  three  drams  in  diftilled 
fure  of  half  an  ounce  ;  in  the  Edin-     waters. 

Table  of  the  weight  of  different  liquids. 


i 

ounce 

dram    i 

A  pint  weighs 

meafure 

meafure 

Of 

Oil  of  Vitriol 

Spirit  of  Nitre 
Aqua  fortis 
Spirit  of  Salt 
Diftilled  Vinegar 
Common  Vinegar 

■ 

weighs 

weighs  1 

ounces 
drams 
grains 

grains 

g 

"CTS 

5= 

bO 

IO/+i 
77+ 
74+ 
66— 

59- 
58- 

28  6  27=13727 
20  3     1=  9781 
19  6  23=  9503 
17  4  36=     846 
15  5  30=  7530 
15  3  11=  7391 

8:8+ 
.611  + 

594— 

527+ 
471  — 
462 — 

Fixt  Salts  deliquiated  in  the  air 

21  0    0—10080 

680 

85 

Soap  Leys  of  the  London  Difpenf. 
Spirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac 

16  0    c—  7680 
14  3  59=  6959 

480 
435— 

60 

54+ j 

Highly  dephiegmated  Spirit  ofWine 
Common  reclined  Spirit  of  Wine, 
Proof  Spirit 

12  4    30=,  603O 

13  I     31=6331 

13  6  55=  6655 

377— 
396— 
416 — 

45— j 
49+ ! 
52— j 

Honey 
Linfeed  Oil 
Oil  Olive 

15  7  19=  7639 
14  1  33=  6813 
13  7  13=  6673 

477+ 
426- 

4!;+ 

60 — j 
53+ j 

52+ 

Rain  Wafer 

15  1   50=  7310 

4^+ 

<7+ 

A  fable 
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A  Table  of  the  Specific  gravity  of  different  folids. 


Aloes  wood 

*>i77 

Alum 

^738 

Amber,  pellucid 

1,065 

Ambergris 

1,400 

Antimony 

4,000 

Crocus  of 

4>S°° 

Glafs 

5,280 

Regulus 

6,622 

Balfam  ofTolu 

,896 

Bezoar,  Occidental 

1,500 

Oriental 

1,530 

Bifmuth 

9,700 

Borax 

1,720 

Box  wood 

1,031 

Calamine 

5,000 

Campeachy  wood 

?9*  3 

Camphor 

,996 

Ceruffe 

3,156 

China  root 

1,071 

Cinnabar  of  Antimony 

6,044 

Faclitious 

§,IOO 

Copper 

9,000 

calcined 

5*453 

Coral,  red 

2,689 

white 

2,500 

Crabs  eyes 

1,890 

Fir 

^550 

Frankincenfe 

1,071 

Gold 

19,640 

Guaiacum  Wood 

^333 

Bark 

1,250 

Refin 

1,224 

Gum  Arabic 

"»37S 

Tragacanth 

M33 

Haematites 

4,360 

Ifthyocolla 

1, in 

Iron 

7,632 

Lapis  Lazuli 

3>°54 

Lead 

11,310 

Litharge  of  Gold 

6,000 

Silver 

6,044 

Maiiich  wood 

,849 

Mercury 

1 4,000 

Mercury  fublimate  corrofive  8,000. 

Yellow  emetic  8,235 

Merc.dulcis,  fublimed  twice  12,353 

thrice         9,882 

four  times  8,234 

2,480 


Mother  of  Pearl 
Myrrh 
Nephritic  Stone 
Wood 
Nitre 

alcalized 
Opium 

Peruvian  bark 
Potalh 

Rhodium  wood 
Sal  Ammoniac 
Enixum 
Gemmas 

Mirabilis  Glauberi 
Polychreftus 
Prunellse 
Salt  of  Steel 
Common 

Volatile  of  hartlhorn 
SafTafras 
Saunders,  Red 
White 
Yellow 
Scammony,  refin  of 
Silver 

Sugar  thrice  refined 
Sulphur 
Tartar  crude 

cryftallized 
emetic 
vitriolated 
Tin 
Tutty 

Vitriol,  Green 
White 
Englifh 
Dantzick 
Calcined  red 


1,250 

2,894 
1,200 
1,900 
2,745 
1,363 

7»784 
3,112 
1,125 

J>453 
2,148 
2,143 
2,246 
2,148 
2,148 
1,830 
2,125 
1*496 
,482 

1,123-.' 

1,041 
,809 
1,200 
10,500 
1,606 
1,800 
1,849 
1,900 
2,246 
2,298 

7>i56 
4.615 
1,764 
1,900 

1,880 

»»7»5 

1,900 
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'Table  of  the  fpecifc  gravity  of  liquids. 


Antimonial  caufcic 

2,470 

Oil  exprefled  of  Olives 

'9'  3 

Aqua  fortis 

1,300 

Oil  of  Vitriol  , 

i>%77 

Aqua  regis 

1,234 

Spirit,  acid,  of  Nitre 

T>338 

Honey- 

1,450 

dulcified 

1,000 

Milk  Cows 

1,039 

of  common  Salt 

ijiS4" 

Goats 

1,009 

dulcified 

'95 £ 

Oil,  di  ftiiled  of  Caraway  Seeds,  940 

of  Vitriol 

1,203 

Cinnamon 

1,035 

Spirit  of  Hartfhorn 

1,073 

Cloves 

1,034 

Honey 

'895 

Cummin  Seed 

'975 

Sal  Ammoniac 

'952 

Dill  Seed 

>994 

Silk 

!''45 

Fennel  Seed 

^997 

Tartar 

1,073 

Hyffop 

,986 

Urine 

1,120 

juniper,  berries 

,91 1 

"Wine,  proof 

'927 

Mint 

^975 

common  rectified 

,866 

Nutmegs 

,948 

very  highly  rectified  ,825 

Orange  peel, 

,888 

Vinegar,  of  Beer 

1,034 

Origanum 

,940 

of  Wine 

1,011 

Pennyroyal 

'978 

diftilled 

1,030 

Rofemary 

>934 

Water,  diftilled 

'993 

SafTafras 

1,094 

Rain 

1,000 

Savin 

,986 

River 

1,009 

Spike 

>936 

Sea 

1,030 

Tanfy 

,946 

Wine,  Burgundy 

''953 

Turpentine 

,792 

Canary 

1^33 

Oil,  exprefled  of  Linfeed 

'93z 

Red  Pontack 

'993 

'Table  of  the  quantity  of  fixt  alcaline  fait  neceffary  to 
faturate  different  acids. 

(  Oil  of  Vitriol  )       f  83  1 

\ Spirit  of  Nitre  /  <u  \  51/ 

;  L      r  j Spirit  of  Salt 

04  parts  oi^'  .■$  1    „   ,  c   .  .     rT,. 

T  r  \  Concentrated  bpir^Oi  v  ineg 

iBiftilkd  Vinegar 

£  Vinegar 


Tall, 
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fable  of  the   quantity  of  acid  defiroyed  by  different 

abforbents. 


Ten  grains ,  Volatile  Salts 


of 


("Some  kinds  of  Limeftones  \. i    ^160} 
Oyfterfhells 
Chalk 

Shells  of  Garden  Snails 
Calcined  Cray  Fifh 
Pearl 
Tooth  of  the  Sea  Horfe 


Fixt  Salts 

Coral,  red  and  white 
Crabs  eyes 
Eggfhells 
Mother  of  Pearl 
Crabs   claws 
"^Jawbone  of  the  Pike  fifh      J        {_  30 J 


120 
100 
100 
100 

80 

80 

80  I 

60 

60 

5° 
50 
5° 


Drops  of 
Spirit  of  Salt: 


fable  of  the  quantity  of  a  bf or  bent  earths  foluble  in  acids* 


576  grains  of 
Spirit  of  Salt  ■ 
diflblved  of 


grains 
C  Crabs  eyes  2 1 6 

Mother  of  Pearl  1 44 
Pearls  128 

Oyfterfhells  156 

Hartfhorn  165 

Coral  1 80 

Oriental  Bezoar  118 
OccidentalBezoar  123 
Quick  Lime  199 

^Slaked  Lime         193 


' f  Crabs  eyes 
Mother  of  Pearl 
Pearls 
Oyfterfhells 
576  grains  of  ,  Hartfhorn 


Spir.  of  Nitre 
diflblved  of 


297 

202 

219 

236 

234 

Coral  233 

Oriental  Bezoar     108 

OccidentalBezoar  144 

Quick  Lime  1 80 

(.Slaked  Lime  216 


B 
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Viable  of  the  quantity  of  ejfenttal  oil  obtainable  from 
different  aromatics. 


i .  Exotic  Spices. ' 

/"Agallochum  "*  T 

Canella  alba 
Cardamom  feeds 
Cafcarilla 
Cafia  lignea 
Cinnamon 
Cloves 
Dictamnus  Creticus 

640  parts  of<  c^al  >Y'^  of  oil< 

Mace 
Nutmegs 
Pepper 
Pimento 
Rhodium 
Saffafras 

Saunders,  yellow 
'^Zedoary  J 

2.  Aromatics  of  our  own  growth. 

"Angelica  root 
Calamus  afomaticus 
Caraway  feeds 
Chervil  feeds 
Elecampane  root 
Fennel  feed 
Juniper  berries 

Lavender,  flowers  of  the  broad  leaved 
flowers  of  the  narrow  leaved 
Lovage  root 
640  parts  of  <  Marjoram  leaves 
Mafterwort  roots 
Mint  leaves 
Parfley  feed 
Rofemary  leaves . 

tops  in  flower 
Damafk  rofes 
Saffron 
Sage  leaves 
Smallage  feeds 
L  Thyme 


10 
o 

>^  < 


from 

to 

2 

•  1 

25 

30 

4 

1 

8 

10 

90 

100 

3 

A 

4 

* 

4 

5 

5 

6 

25 

30 

25 

40 

6 

10 

4 

3 

20 

12 

>S 

10 

from     to 


z 

3 

3° 


16 
25 


»4 

30 

10 

6 

10 

3 
16 

4 

5 
40 

t 

T 
2* 


4 
5 

s 
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PART     I. 

THE 

MATERIA    MEDIC A 


BOOK     I. 

Of  the  Materia  Medica  in  general. 


Chapter    I. 
Dijlrihution  of  Simples  according  to  their  medical  virtues* 


THE  whole  materia  me- 
dica is  reducible  under  the 
three  diftin&ions  of  alte- 
ratives, evacuants,  and  reftoratives. 
The  firft  comprehends  all  that  has 
any  power  to  alter  the  conftitution, 
without  fenfibly  increafing  or  di- 
minilhing  any  of  the  natural  eva- 
cuations. The  fecond,  whatever 
vifibly  promotes  thofe  difcharges. 
And  the  laft,  all  that  contributes  to 
leflen  them,  and  make  the  increafe 
greater  than  the  wafte.  But  as 
thefe  denominations  are  fomewhat 
too  general,  we  have  broke  them 
intolubdivifionsj  although,  for  the 


greater  convenience  upon  other  ac- 
counts, beft  fuiting  our  own  fcheme, 
fuch  fubdivifions  fall  not  exa&ly 
under  thofe  refpe&ive  heads.  The 
firft,  third,  fourth,  and  eleventh 
fe&ions,  include  what  belongs  to 
alteratives :  The  fifth,  fixth,  feventh, 
eighth,  and  ninth,  what  comes 
under  evacuants :  And  to  the  laft 
belong  the  fecond  and  tenth.  And 
as  even  thefe  divifions  are  fome  of 
them  too  general,  we  have  found 
it  convenient  to  diftinguifh  them 
farther  into  different  claffes,  under 
more  reftrained  denominations. 
In  this  part,  fome  authors  feem 
B  4  to 


The  EngliJJj  Difpenfatory  improved.       Part  I. 


8 

to  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains 
though  not  to  any  great  purpofe. 
The  method  here  made  ufe  of,  is 
the"  nearer*  to  that  of  Ludovici  of 
any  that  have  gone  before ;  as  to 
the  general  denominations  the  fim- 
ples  are  ranged  under  :  Although 
in  his  divifion  of  alteratives  into 
primary  and  fecondary,  wherein  he 
imitates  Schroder,  and  is  afterwards 
copied  by  Etmuller,  we  have  not 
followed  his  example;  becaufe  the 
grounds  of  fuch  a  diftin&ion  are 
tco  trifling  to  deferve  the  trouble. 
Too  contracted  a  diftribution  occa- 
fions  the  fame  fimple,  in  fome  re- 
fpedts,  to  be  placed  under  every 
head ;  and  too  large  a  one  multi- 
plies hard  terms,  and  occafions  fo 
many  breaks,   as  are  both  tedious 


and  troublefome  :  for  there  is  al- 
moft  no  end  in  the  fubdivifions 
fome  make  ;  and  were  all  the  ap- 
pellations, continued  in  medicine, 
to  have  fome  fhare  in  the  diftribu- 
tion of  the  materia  medica,  there 
would  hardly  be  a  fimple  for  each. 
In  this  matter  therefore  a  mean  is 
here  endeavoured,  between  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  too  great  a  concifenefs, 
and  the  perplexity  of  too  many  fub- 
divifions :  fo  that  though  a  fimple 
in  many  places  might,  upon  fome 
account  or  other,  be  reckoned  in 
another  fection  or  clafs ;  yet  it  is 
expe&ed  it  will  be  commonly  found, 
that  where  it  ftands  it  has  the  moft 
right,  by  reafon  of  its  moft  predo- 
minant quality. 


Method  offmpks. 

I.  Vegetables. 
IL  Animals. 
III.  Minerals. 


SECT. 

I.  Nervous  fimples. 

II.  Strengthened. 

III.  Stomachics. 

IV.  Ealfamics. 

V.  Diuretics. 

VI.  Diaphoretics. 

VII.  Emetics. 

VIII.  Cathartics. 

IX.  Sternutatories. 

X.  Narcotics. 
XL  Coolers. 


Clafs 

(  i .  Cardiacs  and  Cephalics. 

<  2.  Carminatives. 
{3.  Hyfterics. 

f  1 .  Agglutinants. 

<  2.  Aftringents. 
(  3.  Abforbents. 

C  i .  Emollients. 
j)  2.  Reftoratives. 
j  3.  Vulnerarie.i. 
£  4.  Detergents. 


{ 


1 .  Laxatives,  or  milder. 

2.  Draftics,  orftronger. 


XII..  Topic*. 


C\.  Repellents. 

X2.  Suppuratives. 

\  3.  Detergents, 
(4.  Cauitics. 


XIII.  Simple* 


Sea.  U 

SECT. 

XIII.  Simples  omitted,  or  not  re- 
ducible under  the  foregoing  heads. 

XIV.  Of  Waters. 

XV.  Of  Metals. 

XVI.  Of  Salts. 
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SECT.     I. 


Of  Nervous  Simples. 


HIS  term  is  very  compre- 
henfive,  and  may  take  in  all 
thofe  parts  of  the  materia  medica 
by  which  the  nerves  are  afFe&ed  : 
but  here  it  is  ufed  in  a  more  re- 
trained fenfe,  and  is  to  be  under- 
stood only  of  thofe  things  which 
have  an  immediate  effect  upon  the 
fpirics,  or  which  contribute  to  ac- 
celerate and  enliven  the  motion  of 
the  folids ;    fo  that  the  fenfations 


at  the  head,  flomach,  or  heart, 
become  forthwith  much  more  light- 
fome  and  agreeable  than  before. 
Whatfoever  anfwers  this  end,  panes 
commonly  under  the  appellations 
of  cephalic  and  cardiac ;  and  there- 
fore we  mail  join  thofe  together,  in 
explaining  the  manner  by  which 
fuch  limples  operate,  as  come  un- 
der thefe  general  terms. 


Clafs  I.     Of  Cardiacs  and  Cephalics, 


The  reafon  why  thefe  are  placed 
together,  is  both  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  any  material  di- 
stinction, and  from  the  affinity  of 
thofe  fimples  which'  are  generally 
ranged  under  thefe  two  denomina- 
tions. What  in  a  proper  fenfe  is 
a  cordial,  mufl  be  alfo  a  cephalic, 
as  the  head  hath  the  principal  fhare 
in  agreeable  fenfations.  And  in- 
deed in  fome  refpects,  whatfoever 
is  grateful  and  Serviceable  to  the 
nerves  in  any  part,  may  be  termed 
cephalic,  fince  in  the  head  is  their 
origin ;  whereby,  as  it  partakes  of 
their  uneafinefTes  at  a  diftance,  fo  it 
alfo  very  agreeably  fympathizes  in 
jheir  releafement  therefrom. 

There  are  medicines  indeed,  both 
fimple  and  compound,  prefcribed 
properly  for  diftempers  of  the  head, 
from  the  operation  of  which  nothing 
arifes  ftriclly  to  denominate  them 
cordial,  but  they  rather  have  the 
Contrary  effect ;  Since,  for  the  pre- 


fent  efpecially,  they  deprefs  the 
fpirits  :  fuch  are  cathartics  and  other 
evacuants.  As  the  head  is  the  bet- 
ter from  them  only  fecondarily,  or 
by  accident ;  they  cannot  come  un- 
der the  denomination  of  cephalics, 
as  we  here  ufe  the  word.  And  as 
the  fame  difference  may  occur  in 
other  things,  the  whole  clafs  of 
detergent  balfamics  being  acciden- 
tally diuretics ;  fo  it  is  moft  proper 
to  keep  to  thofe  general  terms,  ac- 
cording to  their  firft  and  chief  in- 
tention. 

Whatfoever  raifes  the  fpirits,  and 
gives  fudden  ftrength  and  chearfulr 
nefs,  is  termed  cardiac  or  cordial, 
as  comforting  the  heart.  To  un- 
derfland  the  operation  of  which  up- 
on an  human  body,  it  is  neceffary 
firft  to  confider,  that  a  languor  or 
faintnefs  mufl  either  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  too  much  exercife,  too 
long  watching,  or  too  great  a  hurry 
of  the  animal  functions,  as  in  many 
difteiii- 
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diftempers ;  all  which  fo  far  wafce 
or  diflipate  the  nervous  fluid,  or 
animal  fpirits,  that  the  folids  can- 
not repeat,  with  wonted  vigour, 
their  necefljary  motions.  Or  fuch 
depreflion  mull  arife  from  an  ob- 
flruftion  of  fome  natural  evacua- 
tion ;  and  this  is  generally  that  of 
perfpiration,  from  external  cold ; 
which  lays  a  load  upon  the  confti- 
tution,  and  produces  the  fame  fen- 
fation,  as  a  diminution  of  ftrength 
would  do  when  the  ufual  weight 
remained. 

In  both  thefe  cafes,  the  manner 
by  which  a  cordial  acls,  is  the  fame ; 
fince  it  muil  produce  its  effects  by 
adding  to  the  fpringinefs  and  force 
of  the  fibres.  This  change  is  moll 
remarkably  occafioned  by  fpirits  or 
fpirituous  liquors  ;  the  more  fpiri- 
tuous  any  thing  is,  which  enters  in- 
to the  ftcmach,  the  fooner  a  per- 
fon  feels  its  cordial  effects.  For 
that  increafe  of  vigour  which  a  man 
obtains  from  common  food,  al- 
though it  is  the  moll  natural  and 
durable,  is  not  fudden  enough  to 
procure  the  inllruments  thereof  the 
appellation  of  cordials ;  fince  they 
mull-pafs  through  feveral  commi- 
nutions or  digeflions,  and  be  a  long 
time  ere  they  arrive  to  fuch  a  fme- 
nefs,  as  renders  them  difpenfible  to 
the  nerves :  whereas  a  fpirituous 
fubflance  is  fo  fine  and  fubtile  in  all 
its  parts  before  it  is  taken,  that  it 
feems  to  enter  or  foak  into  the 
nerves  as  foon  as  it  touches  them  j 
whereupon  their  vibrations  are  in- 
vigorated, and  all  fenfe  of  faintnefs 
is  removed.  And  upon  the  fame 
account  it  is,  that  volatiles  afFedt 
the  nofe ;  being  fo  extremely  fub- 
tile, as  to  penetrate  the  olfactory 
nerves  as  foon  as  they  come  at 
them.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  ef- 
fluvia or  fleams  of  flowers,  fruits, 
and  all  things  deemed  cordial,  ope- 
rate upon  the  organs  of  imelling. 
By  the  fame  means  we  may  cafily 
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conceive  how  all  thofe  things  affecl: 
the  body,  which  are  ranged  in  the 
following  clafs.  For  by  the  pun- 
gency of  fuch  fubftances,  both  up- 
on the  tafle  and  fmell,  it  is  mani- 
fefl  they  are  flocked  with  many 
fubtile  parts,  which  by  their  fine- 
nefs,  when  difiblved  by  digeftion, 
and  mixed  with  the  animal  fluids, 
are  moil  fit  to  enter  into  the  flen- 
derefl  fibres,  and  recruit  that  wafte 
their  continual  motions  make  of 
their  neceflary  moifture.'  Thus  all 
aromatics  and  fweet- flavoured  in- 
gredients have  a  title  to  this  rank; 
and  more  or  lefs  conduce  to  this 
end,  in  proportion  to  the  fubtilty 
and  volatility  of  their  component 
parts.  And  thus  when  we  fay, 
fuch  a  -  thing  comforts  the  heart, 
ftrengthens  the  brain,  or  is  a  ce- 
phalic ;  we  underftand,  that  it  is 
fuitable  to  make  a  part  of  the  ner- 
vous fluid,  and  maintain  the  due 
vigour  and  motion  of  the  folids. 
As  a  conftitution  becomes  weak  by 
age,  artificial  helps  (by  which  we 
underftand  all  that  is  ufed  as  medi- 
cine) are  more  and  more  needful : 
for  when  the  digeftive  faculties  grow 
languid,  and  are  not  able  to  furnifh 
a  due  fupply  from  ufual  diet,  for 
the  waftes  that  are  daily  made  in 
the  animal  ceconomy,  then  thefe 
auxiliaries  are  the  more  wanted. 
And  whatfoever  means,  at  any 
time,  occafion  a  diftemperature  in 
this  fluid,  fuch  afliflances  as  come 
under  this  denomination  are  necef- 
fary ;  they  being  fitted  by  degrees 
to  wear  out  fuch  undue  mixtures, 
and  invigorate  the  whole  nervous 
fyftem,  by  a  new  fupply  of  fpirits. 

Upon  another  account  likewife 
it  is,  that  feveral  fubftances  come 
into  this  clafs,  befides  thofe  that 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  animal 
fpirits  ;  and  thefe  are  fuch  as  have 
a  deterfive  quality,  joined  with  fuch 
a  ftimulus,  that  although  they  are 
too  fir.e  to  be  perceptible  any  where 

elfe, 
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clfe,  yet  when  they  enter  into  the    wherein  it  reticles 


fmall  fibres,  by  their  little  vellica 
tions,  they  excite  their  vibrations, 
and  prevent  any  ufelefs  matter  from 
lodging  in  their  interfaces,  and  clog- 
ging their  motions.  This  quality, 
when  it  is  in  groffer  bodies,  pafles 
under  other  denominations;  and 
may  prove  a  vulnerary,  diuretic, 
or  the  like ;  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent texture    of    the   fubftances 


II 

There  are  like- 
wife  under  this  head,  dryers,  or 
abforbents  ;  by  reafon  they  pre- 
vent thofe  fuperfluous  moifcures, 
which  the  nerves  are  frequently 
overcharged  with,  and  occafion 
rheums,  with  many  other  inconve- 
niencies  attending  the  glands ;  par- 
ticularly about  the  head,  where 
they  are  large  and  numerous,  and 
very  apt  to  be  affected. 


Folia 

Herbs  orLeaves  of 

Cubeba;    . 

Cubebs 

Afclepiadis 

Swallow-wort 

Nuces  Mofchatce 

Nutmegs 

Betonicas 

Betony 

Piper  nigrum 

Black  Pepper 

Campborata 

Stinking  Ground- 
pine 

Pimento 

Jamaica  Pepper. 

Cbeiri 

Wall-flower 

Balfama 

Balfams 

Eupbragia 

Eyebright 

Perwvianum 

Peruvian 

Majoranse 

Morjoram 

Labdanum 

Labdanum. 

Malahathri 

Indian  Leaf 

Mari  Syriaci 

Marum  Syriacum 

Ligna 

Wood 

Origani 

Origanum 

Aloes 

Aloes 

Roris  Solis 

Sun- dew 

Rhodii 

Rhodium. 

Salvia 

Sage 

Sccenanthi 

Camels  Hay 

Cortices 

Barks 

Serpylli 

Mother  thyme 

Maris 

Mace 

Thymi 

Thyme. 

Winteranus 

Winter's. 

Flores 

Flowers  of 

Radices 

Roots  of 

Anthos 

Rofemary 

Acori 

Acorus 

Aurantiorum 

Oranges 

Galanges 

Galangal 

Caryopbyllorum 

Cloves 

Ginfeng 

Ginfeng 

Jafmini 

Jeffamy 

Paoniee 

Piony 

Lavendulte 

Lavender 

Satyrii 

Satyrion 

Lilii  con<vallium 

Lilies  of  the 

Zedoaria 

Zedoary 

Valley 

Zinziberis 

Ginger. 

FeeonitB 

Piony 

Rofarum  Damaf- 

Damafk  Rofes 

Animalia 

Animals 

cenarum 

Cranium   huma~ 

Human  Skull 

Stachadoi 

French  Lavender 

num 

lilies 

Lime. 

Kermes 

Kermes 

Mofcbus 

Mufk 

Semina 

Seeds  of 

Stercus  anferis 

Goofe  dung 

Sinapios 

Muftard 

Stercus  pa<vonis 

Peacocks  dung 

Ihlafpios 

Treacle-muflard. 

Ungula  alcis 

Elks  hoof. 

Fruclus 

Fruits 

Mineralia 

Minerals 

Anacardia 

Anacardium 

Ambragrifea 

Ambergris 

Banilia 

Vanelloes 

Succinum 

Amber 

Cere/a  nigra 

Black  Cherries 

Cinnabar.  nati<v. 

Native  Cinnabai 

Coffee 

Coffee 

Thefe 
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Clafs  2.     Of  Carmi?2atives. 


Thefe  have  a  place  among  the 
nervous  fimples,  by  reafon  the 
nervous  parts  are  frequently  under 
great  diforders  from  flatus's,  or 
wind  pent  up  :  and  therefore  what 
diffipates  and  expels  fuch  vapours 
mult  be  reckoned  of  great  fervice 
to  thofe  parts. 

This  term   does   not  appear  to 
carry  in  it  any  thing  expreffive  of 
the   medicinal   efficacies   of   thofe 
fimples  which  pafs  under  its  deno- 
mination.    It  probably  had  its  rife, 
as   thus   applied,     when  medicine 
was   too   much   in    the   hands   of 
thole  jugglers,  who,  for  want  of  a 
true  knowledge  in  their  profeffion, 
brought  religion  into  their  party ; 
and  what  through  their  ignorance 
they  were  not  able  to  do  by  ratio- 
nal  prefcription,    and  the  ufe   of 
proper  medicines,   they  pretended 
to  effect  by  invocation   and   their 
intereft  with  heaven.     Which  cant 
being   generally,    for  the  furprize 
fake,  couch'd  in  fome  fhort  verfes ; 
the   word  carmen,    which    fignifies 
a  verfe,  was  made  alfo  to  mean  an 
inchantment :    which  as  it  was   a 
very   good   cover   for  their   igno- 
rance,   as  well  as  their  knavery, 
was  frequently  made  ufe  of  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  people  of  the  operation  of 
a  medicine  they  could  not  account 
for.     And  as  thofe  medicines,  now 
under  this  name,  are  of  quick  effi- 
cacy ;  and  the  confequences  there- 
of, in  many   inflances,  very  great 
and  furprifing ;  and  the  moil  vio- 
lent pains,  fometimes  arifmg  from 
pent-upwind,  immediately  ceafmg 
upon  its  difperfion  :  for  'thefe  rea- 
fons,  I  fay,  fuch  medicines  as  give 
relief  in  this  cafe,  are  more  parti- 
cularly termed  carminatives,    as  if 
they   cured    by   inchantment ;    the 
complaint  removed  by  them  being 


fo  fudden,  that  the  ordinary  means 
of  the  operation  of  a  natural  caufe, 
were  not  eafily  imagined  to  take 
place  fo  foon. 

But  howfoever  this  term   came 
into  the  profeffion,  common  ufe  has 
fufficiently  determined  its  meaning; 
fo  that  every  one  underftands  by  it 
fuch  things  as    conduce   to   expel 
wind.     How  they  do  fo,  may  be 
conceived,  when  we  confider  that 
all  the  parts  of  the  body  are  per- 
fpirable.      Sanftorius,  inhisMedi- 
cina  Statica,  determines  all  we  call 
wind  in  the   bowels,    to   be   fuch 
perfpirable  matter  as  makes  its  e- 
fcape  through  the  coats  of  the  flo- 
mach  and  interlines.     Between  the 
feveral  membranes,  likewife,  of  the 
mufcular    parts   may  fuch   matter 
break  out,  and  lodge  for  fome  time. 
Now   whatfoever  will    rarify  and 
render  fuch  collections  of  vapours 
thinner,  mull  conduce  to  their  ut- 
ter difcharge  out  of  the  body  ;  and 
confequen'tly  remove  thofe  uneafi- 
nefles,  which  arife  from  their  de- 
tention.   And  as  all  thofe  things  in 
medicine  which  pafs  under  this  de- 
nomination, are  warm,  and  confift 
of  very  light  fubtile  parts,    it   is 
eafy  to  conceive  how  a  mixture  of 
fuch  particles  may  agitate  and  rarify 
thofe  flatulencies,  fo  as  to  facilitate 
their  expulfion  :  and  efpecially  when 
we  confider  what  a  help  to  promote 
this  end  thofe   grateful   fenfations 
may  be,  which  fuch  medicines  give 
to  the  fibres ;  which  cannot  but  in- 
vigorate their  tonic  undulations  fo 
much,  that,    by  degrees,    the  ob- 
flrucled  wind  is  diflodged,  and  at 
laft  quite  expelled.     But  if  the  ob- 
ilruclion  is  not  great,  as  it  feldom 
is  in  the  bowels,  by  reafon  of  the 
large  vent  both  upwards  and  down- 
wards, the  rarefaction  and  difcharge 

of 
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of  the  wind  upon  taking  fuch  a  me- 
dicine is  often  extremely  quick  and 
ludden. 

All  the  things  under  this  clafs, 
being  warm  and  .difcuflive,  are 
much  ufed  in  the  competitions  of 
cathartics,  of  the  rougher  fort  ef- 
pecially.     For  the  irritation  occa- 


fioned  by  thofe,  would  be  fcarce 
tolerable  without  the  mitigation  of 
fuch  grateful  ingredients.  Many 
likewife  of  this  fortment  are  in  the 
compofitions  of  difcuflive  topics,  as 
they  warm,  rarify,  and  attenuate  the 
obftrucled  humours. 


Folia 

Leaves  of 

Dauci  Jylveflris 

Wild  Carrot 

Angelica 

Angelica 

Fceniculi 

Fennel 

Chanutmeli 

Camomile 

Gran  a  Paradifi 

Grains  of  Paradife 

Fceniculi 

Fennel 

Cardamomum 

Cardamoms 

Leijijlici 

Lovage. 

Lauri  bacca 

Bay-berries. 

Semina 

Seeds  of 

Radix 

Root  of 

Anethi 

Dill 

Angelica 

Angelica. 

Anifi 

Anife 

Carui 

Caraway 

Animalia 

Animals 

Coriandri 

Coriander 

CaJIoreum 

Cafbr. 

Cymini 

Cummin 

Clafs  3.     Of Hy ft  erics. 


What  we  reduce  under  this  head, 
may  perhaps  be  more  properly  ftyled 
Uterinesj  for  we  mall  here  include, 
not  only  all  that  are  called  Hyfterics 
by  the  writers  in  phyfic ;  but  alfo 
fuch  fimples  as  are  accounted  fer- 
viceable  in  menftrual  obftructious  : 
for  fuch  disorders  bring  on  a  great 
many  fymptoms  which  are  always 
reckoned  hyfterical  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  the  means  of  removing 
them  juftly  come  into  this  clafs. 

All  of  this  kind  are  very  re- 
markable for  their  ftrong  fcent  ; 
and  have  been  by  fome  diftinguifhed 
into  odoriferous  and  fetid  medi- 
cines. But  of  the  former,  fuch  as 
mufk,  ambergreafe,  and  the  like, 
there  are  fo  extremely  few  conftitu- 
tiens  with  which  they  will  agree, 
that  we  have  refufed  moil:  of  them 
a  place  here ;  and  ranked  them  in 
the  firft  clafs  of  this  feftion. 

Diforders  of  the  womb,  all  which 
come  under  the  name  of  hyfterical 
affedtions,  arife  from  too  titillating 


or  from  too  uneafy  fenfations.  The 
former  proceed  from  that  irritation 
of  the  nerves,  which  the  make  and 
fecretion  of  thofe  parts  have  natu- 
rally fubjecled  them  to :  this  in 
fome  fort  of  conftitutions  arifes  to 
that  degree,  as  to  draw  the  whole 
fyftem  into  diforder,  and  occafiofi 
a  furprizing  variety  of  fymptoms, 
as  feveral  forts  of  convulsions,  and 
fpecies  of  madnefs ;  which  there- 
fore are  by  fome  termed  furores 
uterini.  Now  thefe  diforders  feem 
to  be  moft  effectually  allayed  by 
fuch  things  as  are,  in  a  manner, 
the  reverfe  of  cordials  ;  and  both 
in  fmell  and  tafte  very  offenfive 
and  difagreeable.  And  they  feem 
to  anfwer  this  end,  by  fuffocating, 
as  it  were,  the  fpirits,  and  damp- 
ing their  inordinate  fallies ;  fo  that 
fuch  ftimulation  ceafes,  and  the 
fibres  return  to  their  natural  tone 
and  motions.  For,  as  what  is 
grateful  to  the  fenfes  gives  an  in- 
exprefiible  emotion  to  the  fine  ner- 
vous 
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vous  filaments  ;  fo  does  what  is  fe- 
tid and  difagreeable  quite  deftroy 
that  emotion,  and  deaden  it.  And 
as  the  former  kind  confifts  chiefly 
of  fine,  fubtile,  volatile  parts,  by 
which,  as  was  before  explained, 
they  are  fitter  to  penetrate  the 
nerves ;  fo  thefe  are  generally  of  a 
clammy  vifcous  contexture ;  and 
therefore  fitter  to  envelope  and  en- 
tangle that  fubtile  juice ;  whereby 
its  motion  is  much  retarded,  and 
confequently  the  fibres  rendered  lefs 
ipringy. 

In  the  latter  cafe,  the  uneafinefs 
of  the  burden  in  geftation,  and  of- 
ten the  diforders  of  the  fcetus  it- 
felf,  brings  the  womb,  and  by  de- 
grees the  whole  nervous  fyifem, 
into  convulfive  diforders  ;  which 
admit  of  little  or  nothing  to  be 
done  by  way  of  medicine  ;  but  are 
bell  remedied  by  contributing  to 
the  eafe,  and  gratifications  of  all 
the  defires  and  cravings  of  the  mo- 
ther. But  the  worfl:  mifchief  to 
thefe  parts,  is  from  a  lodgment  of 


forne  difagreeable  matter  upon  their 
glands,  whereby  they  are  frequently 
apt  to  grow  cancerous ;  or  from  an 
obftrudlion  of  the  difcharges,  which 
at  certain  times  nature  (that  is,  the 
confutation)  requires  to  be  made 
from  thofe  parts.  In  the  firft  of 
thefe,  all  fuch  things  come  to  be 
deemed  hyfterics,  which  by  their 
deterfive  qualities  open  thofe  glands, 
and  by  degrees  wear  away  the  ob- 
ftrufted  humours.  In  the  latter  are 
employed  fuch  as  either  give  a 
greater  force  to  the  circulating 
blood,  whereby  it  is  enabled  to 
break  through  the  capillaries ;  or 
which  fo  attenuate  it,  as  to  fit  it, 
upon  that  account,  the  eafier  to  flow 
through,  and  make  the  difcharge 
required.  And  thus  whatfoever  in 
medicine,  either  fimple  or  com- 
pound, contributes  to  any  of  thefe 
ends,  though  very  different  in  their 
operations  (as  the  original  caufe  of 
the  diforder  may  differ)  they  all 
come  under  this  general  appella- 
tion of  hyfterics  or  uterines. 


Folia 

Herbs  or  Leaves  of 

Gumtni 

Gums 

Artemijiee 

Mugwort 

Afafcetida 

Afafcetida 

Atriplicis  olida 

Stinking  Orache 

Galbanum 

Galbanum 

Bajtlici 

Bafil 

Myrrha 

Myrrh. 

Buphthalmi 

Ox  eye 

Cardiac  a 

Motherwort 

Radices 

Roots  of 

Cyperi 

Cyprus 

Arijiohchics 

Long  Birth  wort. 

Diclamni  Crctici 

Dittany  of  Crete 

longsf? 

Lupini 

Lupines 

rotunda: 

Round  Birthwort 

Matricaria 

Feverfew 

Btyoliies 

Briony 

Ncpet.<e 

Cats-mint 

Belli  dis 

Daify 

P,hgii 

Pennyroyal 

Cafumunar 

Cafumunar. 

&abintt 

Savine 

Riita 

Rue. 

Animalia 

Animals 

Cajloreum 

Caftor. 

Semina 

Seeds  of 

Beconia 

Piony. 

SECT. 


(*5) 
SECT.    II. 

Of  Strengthners. 


Y  Strengthners,  we  would  be 
underftood  to  mean  fuch  things 
as  add  to  the  bulk  and  firmnefs  of 
the  folids;  and  thefe  differ  from 
what  has  been  ranged  under  the 
preceding  feftion,  as  a  bandage 
does  from  a  flefh-brufh.  The  for- 
mer are  fuch  as  facilitate  and  drive 
on  the  vital  actions  ;  but  thefe  fuch 
as  confirm  the  ftamina,  and  main- 
tain the  folios  in  a  condition  to  ex- 
ert themfelves  into  action  on  all 
proper  occafions,  with  the  greateft 
force  and  vigour 

The  continual  wafte  which  con- 
ftant  motion  makes  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  were  it  not  for  frequent  and 
proper  fupplies,  would  icon  wear 
the  body  quite  out.  The  attritions 
and  abrafions  of  the  circulating 
fluids  would  quickly  carry  away  the 
canals  in  which  they  circulate,  were 
not  fomewhat  furnifhed  and  con- 
veyed to  them,  which  is  fuited  to 
fall  into  and  adhere  with  them,  and 
fo  recruit  what  is  warned  off.  And 
thofe  particles  muft  be  much  more 
difpofed  to  do  fo,  whofe  adhefions 
are  greateft  when  once  they  come 
into  contact. ;  fuch  are  thofe  of  the 
bodies  we  call  glutinous ;  and  which 
eafily  form  themfelves  into  jellies, 
and  fuch  like  conliftences1 :  for  the 
parts  of  fuch  bodies  are  very  light, 
by  reafon  of  the  over-proportion 
of  their  furfaces  to  their  folidities  : 
whereby  their  motions  are  both 
more  languid  when  in  circulation ; 
and  when  once  they  flop,  their  co- 
hefions  will  be  fo  much  the  ftronger 
with  whatfoever  they  happen  to  fall 
into  contact.  Medicines  of  this 
tribe  are,  therefore,  of  great  fer- 
vice  in  hectics  ;  where  the  fwift 
motion  of  a  thin  fharp  blood  wears 


away  the  fubftanee  of  the  body, 
inftead  of  nourifhing  it;  for  they 
not  only  retard  the  inordinate  mo- 
tion, but  give  fuch  a  weight  and 
confidence  to  the  juices,  as  fits 
them  alfo  for  nourifhment. 

There  are  likewife  other  caufes, 
which  may  weaken  the  folids^  by 
admitting  or  occafioning  them  to 
relax  too  much.  Whatfoever  there- 
fore acts  as  a  ftimulus,  and  crifps 
and  corrugates  the  fibres  into  a 
more  compacted  tone  (which  moft 
auftere  bodies  do)  will  remove  fuch 
weaknefs  and  increafe  ftrength ; 
and  as  too  much  moifture  may  alfo 
contribute  to  fuch  relaxation,  what 
has  no  other  quality  but  abforbing 
and  drying  up  fuch  fuperfluous 
humidity,  may  deferve,  though  ac- 
cidentally, to  come  under  this  de- 
nomination. 

And  thus  we  have  a  clear  notion 
of  the  three  fubdivifions  niade  un- 
der this  head,  and  the  manner  by 
which  they  feverally  operate  in 
bringing  about  the  main  intention. 
This  therefore,  it  is  hoped,  may 
ferve  for  an  explication  of  the  three 
fubfequent  claffes ;  obferving  that 
under  the  laft  do  very  naturally 
fall  all  thofe  things  which  ufually 
pafs  for  fweetners  ;  for  that  term 
can  have  no  other  meaning,  than 
that  the  animal  fluids  are  by  them 
rendered  lefs  fharp  ;  and  this  can- 
not be  done  but  either  by  break- 
ing off  the  points  or  afperities  of 
their  particles,  or  by  fo  abforbing 
them,  by  foft  and  porous  bodies, 
that  they  cannot  be  perceived.  In- 
creafe of  motion  conduces  to  the 
former ;  and  what  comes  under  the 
third  clafs  of  this  divifion,  will  do 
the  latter. 

Clafs 
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Clafs  i.    -Of  Agglutinants. 


folia 
Amaranthi 
Aparines 
Argentina 
Auricula  muris 
Burfa  pajloris 
Cauda  equities 
Centinodii 
Cinari 
Corni 
Coronopi 
Cotyledonis 
CynogloJJi 
Gallii 
Galeopjis 
Geranni 
Hormini 
Mufci  pixidati 
Plant  aginis 
Scolopendrii 


Herbs  or  Leaves  of 

Flower-gentle 

Clivers 

Silver-weed 

Moufe-ear 

Shepherd's  Purfe 

Horfe-tail 

Knot-grafs 

Artichoke 

Cornelian-tree 

Buckfhorn  Plantane 

Navel-wort 

HouncTs-tongue 

Ladies  Bed-ibraw 

Archangel 

Herb  Robert 

Clary 

Cup-mofs 

Plantain 

Spleenwort. 


Flares  Flowers 

Csnfolida  majoris  Ccrnfrey. 

eeds 


Semina 

c 

Avenvg 

Oats 

Faba 

■Perms 

Qryz.de 

Rice 

Fifi 

Tritici 

Vermicelli 

Sago 


Cortex 


Cafia 


Peafe 
Wheat 
Vermicelli 
Sago. 

Bark 
Cafia  Bark. 


Radix  Root  of 

Confolida  majoris  Comfrey. 

Gummi  Gums 

Aralicum  Arabic 

Qlibanum  Olibanum 

Sanguis  Draconis  Dragons  Blood 
Tragacantba        Tragacanth. 


Animalia 


Animals 


Rafura  cornu  Shavings  of  Hartf- 
cer<vi  horn . 

Eboris  of  Ivory 

Sanguis  Goats  Blood 

lihthyocolla  Ifing-gl.afs. 

Mineralia  Minerals 

Lapis  Hematites  Blooditone 

Alumen  Alum. 


Clafs  2.     Of  Agglittinants. 


Folia 

Herbs  or  Leaves  of 

FruBus 

Fruits 

Glafii 

Wo  ad 

Berheres 

Barberries 

Qnaphalii 

Cuiweed 

Cajianea 

Chefnuts 

rierniaria 

Rupture-wort 

Cydonia 

Quinces 

Mentha 

"Mint 

Cyprejp  nuces 

Cyprefs  Nuts 

Millefolii 

Yarrow 

Gal 'a 

Galls 

Napi  dulcis 

Sweet  Navew 

Glandes 

Acorns 

Pimpinella 

Burnet 

Gran  at  a 

Pomegranates 

Shtercns 

Oak 

Nefpila 

Medlars 

Sanicula 

Sanicle 

Mori 

Mulberries 

XJrtica 

Nettle. 

Myrti  Bacca 

Myrtle-  berries 

Myrtilli 

Hurtle-berries 

Flores 

Flowers 

Prunel.  fyh** 

Sloes 

Balaufiiorum 

BalaufHnes 

Ruli  tttsifruB 

.  Rafberries 

Ro/arum  rubra- 

Red  Roles. 

Sorhi  fi  yit. 

Services 

Kum 

Pinigucts 

Fine- apples 

Succi 


Sett.  3. 

Sued  infpiffati 
Acacia 
Hypociftis 
lerra  Japonica 

Cortices 
Cinnamomi 
Granatorum 
i^uercus 
Suberis 

Radices 
Bijlorta 
*1 'ormentilla 
Ojmunda  reg. 

Animalia 

Oculi  cancr. 
Chela  cancr. 
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Juices 
Acacia 
Hypociftis 
Japan  earth. 

Barks 
Cinnamon 
Pomegranate-peel 
Oak -bark 
Cork. 

Roots  of 
Biftort 
Tormentil 
Ofmund  royal. 

Animals 
Crabs  eyes 
Crabs  claws. 


Margarita 
cum  omnib.  tefta- 
eeis 

Mineralia 

Creta 

Bolus  Armen. 

Terra  Lemnia 
Samia 
Sigillat. 

Granatus 

Rubinus 

Smaragdus 

Hyacinthus 

Sapphirus 

Corallium 

Lapis  Lazuli 

Calaminaris 

Tutia 


*7 

Pearls 

with  all  the  tefta- 
cea. 

Minerals 
Chalk 

Bole  armenic 
Earth  of  Lemnos 

of  Samos 
Sealed  earth 
Garnet  ftone 
Ruby 
Emerald 
Hyacinth 
Sapphire 
Coral 

Lapis  Lazuli 
Calamine 
Tutty, 


Clafs  3.     Of  Abfor bents. 


Ligna 

Woods                        Cortices 

Barks  of 

Santala  omnia 

Saunders                   Guaiaci 

Guaiacum 

Brajilieiife  lign. 

Braiil                          Sajfafras 

SafTafras. 

Ebenius 

Ebony 

Lentifcus 

Maftich                              Radices 

Roots 

Guaiacum 

Guaiacum                  China 

China 

Sajfafras 

SafTafras.                   Sarfaparillte 

SECT.    III. 

Of  Stomachics. 

Sarfaparilla. 

IT  is  not  at  all  difficult  to  appre- 
hend the  operations  of  thofe 
things  which  come  under  this  de- 
nomination. All  nervous  medi- 
cines indeed  have  fome  claim  to 
this  divifion ;  as  whatfoever  is  good 
for  the  nerves,  cannot  but  be  fer- 
viceable  to  the  ftomach  ;  both  up- 
on account  of  its  being  fuch  a  ner- 
vous part,  and  as  it  has  generally 
the  firft  efFe&s  of  fuch  medicines. 
But  as  for  fuperior  reafons,  they  are 
diftribnted  under  other  denomina- 
tions i  we  fhall  rank  under  this  only 


fuch  fimples  as  are  either  feldom 
ufed  in  other  intentions,  or  hardly 
ever  omitted  in  this.  Thefe  are 
fuch  as,  by  a  peculiar  warmth, 
give  both  a  grateful  fenfation,  and 
a  fuitable  tenfity  to  the  fibrous  coats 
of  the  flomach ;  whereby  the  fenfe 
of  hunger  is  not  only  excited,  but 
alfo  the  ftomach  rendered  more  able 
to  break  and  digeft  what  is  taken 
in  to  nourifh  the  body.  And  as 
moft  bitters  are  of  this  tribe,  and 
alfo  as  by  that  quality  they  contri- 
bute frequently  tQ  the  deibroying 
C  of 


i8 

of  worms,,  we  have  likewife  given 

fome    fimples,  prefcribed     fcarce 

Folia  Leaves  of 

Ahjtnthii  Rom.  Roman  wormwood 

Acanthi  Bears  breech 

Cardui  ben.  Carduus 

Centaurii  minoiis  Letter  centory 

Corallines  Coralline. 
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for   any  other  purpofes,    a  place 
here. 

Cortices  Barks  or  peels  of 

Aurantiorum  Oranges 

Citreorum  Citrons 

Limonum  Lemons. 


Radix 
Gentian 


Semen 
Santonicum 


Seed 

Worm -feed. 


Root  of 

Gentian. 


SEC  T.     IV. 

Of  Balfamics. 

HAT  panes  under  this  de-     many  hours  before  a  medicine  cats' 


nomination,  has  a  great 
fhare  in  the  materia  medica.  But 
the  term  is  fo  general  and  lax,,  that 
we  have  brought  this  tribe  into  four 
fubdivifions. 

Under  balfamics  feem  to  be  com- 
prehended all  that  is  meant  by  foft- 
ning,  reftoring,  healing,  and  cleanf- 
ing  :  to  all  which  intentions  there 
feems  this  neceflary  requifite,  in  the 
parts  of  all  bodies  which  are  ufed 
therein,  viz.  That  they  be  foft, 
yielding,  adhefive  ;  and  by  their 
fmallnefs  have  a  ready  difpofition 
to  motion.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
forefee  how  many  ends  are  to  be 
anfwered  by  a  medicine  with  all 
thefe  properties  ;  as  likewife  what 
a  vaft  progrefs  they  muft  take  in 
many  inftances,  before  they  can 
arrive  at  the  intended  fcene  ofaftion. 

For  in  thefe  intentions,  the  feat 
of  the  complaint  is  moft  commonly 
in  the  vifcera.  Now  it  is  certain, 
a  medicine  cannot  come  at  any  of 
thefe,  but  by  the  common  convey- 
ance of  the  blood  :  and  how  long 
from  its  being  taken  into  the  fto- 
mach,  it  mult  be  before  it  can  be 
prepared  for,,  and  goes  its  circuit 
that  way,  every  one  knows,  who  is 
but  indifferently  acquainted  with  the 
animal  ceconomy.  And  therefore 
tho'  the  lungs  are  by  their  fituation 
fo  near  the  ftomach,  yet  it  muft  be 


arrive  at  them,  after  it  is  taken  in 
by  the  ftomach ;  becaufe  it  muft 
pafs  the  ufual  courfe  into  the '  lac- 
teals,  through  all  the  meanders  of 
the  mefentery,  and  go  up  with  the 
chyle  into  the  fubclavian  vein,  and 
there  fall  into  the  blood,  before  it 
can  come  near  the  place  it  is  in- 
tended for :  and  even  then  it  has< 
but  the  chance  of  coming  thither,, 
in  fuch  a  quantity  as  bears  a  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  which  comes 
into  the  blood,  equal  to  that  which 
the  pulmonary  artery  bears  to  all 
the  other  arteries,  into  which  the 
heart  throws  the  blood  in  every 
pulfation. 

But  as  to  any  particular  fubdivi" 
fion  of  this  general  term  j  a  medi- 
cine given  inwardly  muft  pafs  thro* 
confiderable  alterations  before  it  can 
anfwer  its  end,  even  in  the  fto- 
mach and  bowels ;  and  therefore 
nothing  of  this  kind  can  be  de- 
pended upon  in  a  fingle  or  few 
dofes;  but  muft  be  followed  and 
repeated  until  the  animal  juices  are 
fufficiently  charged  therewith  to  af- 
ford a  continual  fupply,  whether  to 
any  particularpart,  or  to  the  whole. 
We  fhall  4the  better  underftand  the 
operations  of  thefe  medicines  from 
proper  explanations  under  the  feve- 
ral  branches  we  have  divided  them 
into. 

Clafs 
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Clafs.  1.     Of  Emollients. 


Emollients  are  fuch  things  as 
fheathe  and  foften  the  afperity  of 
the  humours,  and  relax  and  fupple 
the  folids  at  the  fame  time :  It  is 
very  eafy  to  conceive  how  both 
theie  are  brought  about  by  the  fame 
medicine. 

By  what  means  foever,  whether 
in  the  flomach  or  any  other  parts, 
the  juices  have  obtained  a  fharpnefs 
and  afperity,  fo  as  to  vellicate  and 
render  uneafy  the  fibres  and  ner- 
vous parts ;  which  often  happens  ; 
thofe  things  which  are  fmooth,  foft, 
and  yielding,  cannot   but  wrap  up 


their  points ;  and  render  them  Im- 
perceptible: whence  they  may  gra- 
dually, by  the  proper  courfe  of  cir- 
culation, be  brought  to  fome  con- 
venient emun&ory,  without  doing 
any  injury  by  the  way.  Such  parts 
likewife  draw  the  fibres  into  fpafms, 
keep  them  too  tenfe,  and  frequently 
thereby  occafion  obftruclions  of  the 
word  kind.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  emol- 
lients lubricate  and  moiften  the  fi- 
bres :  fo  as  to  relax  them  into  their 
proper  dimenfions,  whereupon  fuch 
diforders  ceafe. 


Folia 

Herbs  orLeaves  of 

Lint 

Flax 

Althaee 

Marlhmallows 

Citrulli 

Citruls 

Beta 

Beets 

Cucumeris 

Cucumber 

Betula 

Birch 

Ciicurbitte 

Cucurbits 

Maha 

Mallows 

Melonum 

Melons 

Mercurialis 

Mercury 

Peponum 

Pumkin 

Parietarits 

Pellitory  of  the 
wall 

Sej'ami 

The  oily  grain. 

Tapji  barhatl 

Mullein. 

Frufius 

Fruits 

Amygd.  dulces 

Sweet  almonds 

Flares 

Flowers  of 

Arellano? 

Hazel  nuts 

La?nii 

Archangel 

Ben  nuces 

Ben  nut 

Liliorum  alborum 

White  lilies. 

Caftanea 

Chefnuts 

Juglandes, 

aliss- 

Walnuts,    with 

Semina 

Seeds  of 

que  nuces 

ejuf- 

others  of  like 

Fcenugraecia 

Fenugreek 

modi 

nature. 

Oafs  2.     Of  Reftoratives. 


Thefe  are  not  greatly  different 
from  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs  in  the 
fecond  feftion.  And  therefore  their 
manner  of  operation  may  be  ac- 
counted for  much  in  the  fame  way  ; 
only  thefe  are  of  a  more  fubtile  and 
adhefive  nature,  whereby  they  pafs 
the  fineft  ftrainers,  or  fecretories, 
and  enter  into  the  nounfhment  of 
the  remoter!:  parts.  All  under  this 
clafs  are  rather  nutrimental  than 
medicinal ;    and  are  more  admini- 


stered to  repair  the  waftes  of  the 
conftitution,  than  to  alter  and  rec- 
tify its  diforders.  Whatfoever  can 
anfwer  this  end,  mull  be  both  en- 
dued with  a  difpofition  to  enter 
into  and  mix  with  the  moft  fubtile 
of  the  animal  fluids,  and  to  fall  into 
and  adhere  with  fuch  interftices  of 
the  folids,  as  have  been  wore  away 
by  action,  and  ftand  in  need  of 
recruit. 


C  2 


Folia 
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Folia 

Herbs  or  Leaves  of 

Adia?ithi  albi 

White  maidenhair 

Balfama 

Balfams 

Adianthi  nigri 

Black  maidenhair 

Tolutammi  half. 

Balfam  of  Tolu 

Eruca; 

B-Ocket 

Bdellium 

Bdellium 

Panici 

Panic 

Benzoinum 

Benjamin 

Scabiofa 

Scabious 

Styrax 

Storox. 

Trichomanis 

Englifh  maidenhair 

TuJJilaginis 

Colt's  foot 

Radices 

Roots  of 

Virga  aureus 

Golden  rod 

Fryngii 

Eryngo 

Ihets  Bobece 

Bohea  tea. 

Iridis 

Orris 

Pajiinaca 

Parfnips 

Semina 

Seeds 

Satyrii 

Orchis. 

Cicerum 

Chiches 

Hordei,   cum  om- 

• Barley,  and  other 

Animalia 

Animals 

nibus  frumentis     Bread-corn 

Viperi-e 

Vipers 

ljupuli 

Hops 

Limaces 

Snails 

Orobi 

Bitter  vetch. 

Lac  Vaccinum 

Milk  of  Cows 

AJinium 

Aries. 

Fruclus 

Fruits 

Ovinum 

Sheep 

Cacao  nuces 

Chocolate 

Caprinum 

Goats 

Cynojuatifrucl. 

Kips 

Pulmon.  <vulp. 

Fox  lungs. 

Piftachice  nuces 

Piftachio  nuts. 

' 

Clafs  3.     Vulneraries. 

What  is  collefted  under  this  de- 
nomination, is  of  that  fort  of  bal- 
famics,  which  are  not  only  foftning 
and  adhefive,  but  alfo,  by  a  pecu- 
liar activity  or  difpofition  to  mo- 
tion, joined  with  a  fuitable  confi- 
guration of  parts,  are  apt  to  abrade 
;and  carry  along  with  them  fuch 
particles  as  they  lay  hold  on  in  their 
paifage :  fo  that  they  differ  from 
the  next  clafs,  of  detergents,  only 
In  degree. 

All  medicines  of  this  intention 
are  fuppofed  both  to  cleanfe  and 
heal  ;  that  is,  incarnate,  or  fill  up 
with  new  flefh,  all  ulcerations,  and 
foulneffes  occafioned  thereby,  both 
internally  and  externally.  Now  to 
do  this,  in  all  internal  cafes  efpe- 
cially,  the  medicine  mufi:  preferve 
its  primary  properties,  until  it  ar- 
rive at  the  place  of  aftion  ;  as  was 
before  obferved  under  the  general 
term  of  balfamics ;  and  there  it  does 
what  entitles  it  to  this  appellation ; 


firfr.  by  its  adheiive  quality,  which 
confifls  in  the  comparative  large- 
nefs  of  furface,  and  flexibility  of  its 
component  parts.  For  by  this  it 
very  readily  falls  into  contact  with, 
and  adheres  to,  the  flough  of  ulce- 
rous exudations ;  which  by  reaibn 
of  their  fituation  are  eafily  carried 
along  with  the  medicine.  And  when 
fuch  matter  is  fo  carried  away, 
which  is  the  cleanfmg  or  deterging 
part,  what  was  inftrumental  in  this 
office,  will  afterwards  flick  to,  and 
adhere  with  the  carneous  filaments, 
until,  by  their  addition,  and  the 
protrufion  of  proper  nourifhment 
ab  ivterno  to  the  fame  place,  the 
waite  is  made  up ;  that  is,  the  ul- 
cer is  healed. 

After  the  fame  manner  the  ope- 
ration of  fuch  fubilanccs  is  to  be 
accounted  for  in  external  applica- 
tion. By  the  warmth  of  their  parts 
they  rarify ;  and  by  their  adhefive 
quality  they  join  with,  and  take  off 

along 


Seel.  4. 

along  with  them,  in  every  drefling, 
what  is  thrown  upon  the  place  to 
which  they  are  applied,  until  a 
more  convenient  matter  is  fupplied ; 
which  it  forwards,  in  adhering  to, 
and  incarning  the  eroded  cavities. 
Only  this  may  be  taken  notice  of, 
that  internally,  whatfoever  of  this 
kind  is  mixed  with  the  animal  flu- 
ids, by  the  known  laws  of  circu- 
lation, they  will  be  firft  feparated 
and  left  behind.     For  all  thofe  parts 
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which  are  fpecifically  heavier!,  will 
move  neareir.  the  axis  of  the  ca- 
nals ;  becaufe  the  momenta  are  the 
greateft :  and  will  therefore  carry 
them  as  near  as  can  be  in  ftraight 
lines ;  but  the  lighter  parts  will  al- 
ways be  joftled  to  the  fides,  where 
they  fooneft  meet  with  outlets  to 
give  them  vent ,  or  are  ftruck  into 
fuch  cavities  as  we  are  here  fpeak- 
ing  of;  in  which  they  adhere,  and 
make  part  of  the  fubflance. 


Folia 
Abrotani 
Acetofelles 
Agrimonia 
Alchtmillie 
BraJJictf 
Chanisepityos 
Chelidonii 
Delpbinii 
Der.taritg 
Digitalis 
Dipfaci 
Epitbymi 
Hed.  terrejlris 
Hypereci 
Marnbii 
Melilotii 
OphiogloJJi 
Perfoliate 
Pini 

Polii  monta?ii 
Pulmonarics 
Pyrol<z 
Vifci  quercini 


Leaves  or  Herbs  of 

Southernwood 

Wood-forrel 

Agrimony 

Ladies  mantle 

Colewort 

Ground-pine 

Celandine 

Lark-fpur 

Toothwort 

Fox-glove 

Teafel 

Dodder  of  thyme 

Ground  ivy 

St.  John's-wort 

Horehound 

Melilot 

Adder's  tongue 

Thorow-wax 

Pine 

Mountain  poley 

Lung-wort 

Winter-green 

Mifletce 


Gummi  et  naii<va 

Gums  and  natural 

Balfama 

Balfams 

Caranna 

Caranna 

Juniperi  gum. 

Gum  juniper 

Opopanax 

Opopanax 

Sagapenum 

Sagapenum 

Sarcocolla 

Sarchocol 

Terebinthina  e 

Chio  turpentine 

Cbio 

e  Cypro 

Cyprus  turpentine 

Veneta 

Venice  turpentine* 

Cortex 

Bark  of 

XJlmi 

Elm-tree. 

Fungus 

Fungus 

Sambucinus 

Jews-ear. 

Animalia 

Animals 

Spermaceti 

Spermaceti 

Mumia 

Mummy. 

Mineralia  Minerals 

Lapis  Hibernicus  Irifh  flate 

Sulphur  caballi-  Common  brim- 
num  ftone. 


Clafs  4.     Of  Detergents. 


Thefe  differ  only  in  degree  of 
efficacy  from  the  former  clafs ;  they 
are  of  more  fubtile  parts,  and  there- 
fore fitter  to  mix  with,  attenuate, 
and  wear   away  the   contents   of 


abfcefles  and  ulcerations,  and  thole 
mucous  and  vifcid  colleftions  of 
humours,  which  are  apt  to  adhere 
to  and  obftrucl:  the  veffels. 


Folia  Herbs  or  Leaves  of    Allii  Garlick 

Abietis  Fir  Ammi  'veri  Bifnops-weed 

Abfmthii  vulg.      Common  worm-        AnagaL  aqu.  Brook-lime 

wood  Anonis  Reft-harrovv 

c  3  jjpa 
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Raifins 

Pine-apples 

Sebeftens 

Dates 

Juniper-berries. 


Apii 

Aquilegice 

Artanitce 

Afperula 

Afplenii 

JBotryos 

Capparls 

Caprifolii 

Cbamadryos 

Cardamines 

Cochlear,  hor, 

Cochl.  mar, 

Crithmi 

Eryjimi 

Eupatorii 

Fumarite 

Genijlts 

Gratiolee 

HepaticfS 

Uyjfopi 

Hippofelini 

Jberidis 

Ligujlri 

Mentrajii 

Najiurtii 

Panaris 

Porri 

Rufci 

Sambuci 

Satureite 

Scrophularia 

Secalis 

Tanacetz 

Trifol.  poind. 

Verbena 

Veronica 

Flares 
Sambuci 

Semina 
Ammeos 
Eruca 
Fraxini 
ffajlurtii 

Fruclus 
Amygd.  am. 
Ficus  com. 
Jujuba 
Sambuci  bac. 
I 


Smallage 

Columbine 

Sow-bread 

Wood-roof 

Spleen-wort 

Jerufalem  oak 

Caper-bufh 

Woodbine 

Germander 

Cuckow-flower 

Gar.  Scurvy-grafs 

Sea  Scurvy  grafs 

Sampire 

Hedge  muftard 

Maudlin 

Fumitory 

Broom 

Hedge-hyffop 

Liver-wort 

Hyffop 

Alexanders 

Sciatica- crefs 

Privet 

Horfe-mint 

Water-crefTes 

All-heal 

Leeks 

Butchers  brcom 

Elder 

Savory 

Figwort 

Rye 

Tanfy 

Buck-bean 

Vervain 

Paul's  beton. 

Flowers  of 
Elder. 

Seeds  of 
Bifhops-weed 
Rocket 
Aih 
CrefTes. 

Fruits 
Bitter  almonds 
Figs 
Jujebs 
Eldcr-berrics 


Pafulce 
Pint  nuces 
Sebejien. 
Daffyli 
"Juniper  i  bacca 


Gummi  et  Bal- 
fama 
Ammoniac,  gum, 
Capi'vi  balf. 
Majlicbe 
Tacamachacca 
Opobalfamurn 
Sapo  Venetus 
'Terebinth,  omnes 


Cortices 
Berberis 
Capparis 
Ebuli 
Sambuci 
Tamarifci 

Radices 
Ari 

Ceparum 
Curcuma 
Filicis 

Glycyrrhiza 
E?2ula  ccmp. 
Lapathi  acuti 

Pentaphylii 

Polypodii 

Porri 

Rhabontici 

Rubies  Tin  SI. 

Saponaria 


Gums  and  Bal- 
farns 
Gum  Ammoniac 
Balfam  of  Capiva 
Maftich 
Tacamachac 
Opobalfam 
Venice  foap 
All  the  turpen^ 

tines. 

Barks  of 
Barberry-tree 
Caperbufh 
Dwarf  elder 
Elder 
Tamarifk. 

Roots  of 
Cuckow-pint 
Onions 
Turmeric 
Fern 
'  Liquorice 
Elecampane 
Sharp-pointed 

dock 
Cinquefoil 
Polypody 
Leek 

Rhapontic 
Madder 
Soap  wort. 


Animalia  Animals 

Lumbrici  terr.  Earth-worms 

Stercus  canis  White  dogs  dung 

equinum  Horfe-dung. 


Mineralia 
Vijfelarum  hidic. 
Sal  commute  mar. 
Salgemmaf 
Hydrargyria 


Minerals 
Barbadoes  tar 
Sea  fait 
Salgem. 
Quickfilver. 


SECT, 
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SECT.    V. 

Of  Diuretics. 


LT  N  D  E  R  this  head  are  in- 
)  eluded  thofe  fimplss,  whofe 
moil  remarkable  properties  appear 
in  their  increafing  the  difcharge  by 
urine ;  or  which  are  fuppofed  to 
have  any  power  in  removing  ob- 
ftru&ions  in  the  urinary  paffages, 
from  what  caufe  foever,  whether 
humours  or  gravel. 

The  beft  way  to  underhand  how 
a  medicine  operates  to  anfwer  this 
intention,  will  be  firft  to  confider  by 
what  means  it  comes  to  be  wanted. 
This  mult,  happen  either  from  a 
fault  of  the  paffages,  or  of  the  li- 
quid which  ought  to  make  its  way 
through  them.  The  paiTages  may 
be  in  fault  from  any  caufe  which 
contracts  them  ;  and  draws  them  up 
too  ftrait ;  which  of  courfe  leffens 
their  diameters,  and  will  not  let 
particles  through  of  the  fame  bulk 
as  they  would  before :  and  they 
may  alfo,  in  their  natural  capaci- 
ties, be  obftructed  by  the  cafual  in- 
irufion  of  particles  too  big  to  go 
forward ;  or  by  the  concretion  of 
particles  attracting  one  another  in 
their  progrefs.  The  fluid  alfo  which 
ought  to  go  off  this  way,  may  be 
prevented  by  the  groffnefs ;  and  by 
being  united  with  other  particles 
too  bulky  for  thofe  outlets. 

In  this  view,  diuretics  come  un- 
der thefe  following  kinds.  They 
are  either  fuch  as  foften  and  lubri- 
cate the  fibres  that  compofe  the 
urinary  glands  and  canals;  by  which 
means  they  yield  and  relax  into 
their  due  dimenfions  and  capacities; 
and  of  thefe  kinds  are  many  of  the 
emollients,  feet.  4.  clafs  1.  already 
explained  :  or  they  are  fuch  as,  by 
their  attenuating  and  deterfive  pro- 
perties, rarify  and  thin  vifcous  hu- 


mours, and  adhere  to  and  carry 
them  along  with  them  in  their  paf- 
fages;  which  thofe  of  the  fourth 
clafs  of  the  fame  fedtion  have  been 
fhewn  to  do,  and  upon  that  ac  • 
count  prove  diuretic :  or  again, 
they  muft  be  fuch  as  have  a  power 
of  altering  the  crafis  of  the  hu- 
mours ;  fo  as  to  fit  thofe  to  pafs, 
which  could  not  get  through  be- 
fore ;  and  this  remains  yet  to  be 
explained,  and  has  particular  re- 
gard to  moft  of  the  fimples  col- 
lected under  this  fedlion. 

Without  venturing  out  too  far, 
for  the  compafs  here  allotted,  into 
the  nature  of  fecretion  ;  it  may  be 
proper  to  take  notice,  that  the 
thinner  feparations  increafe  in  pro- 
portion to  the  blood's  velocity; 
for  the  fwiftnefs  of  its  motion  not 
only  keeps  the  parts  more  divided, 
but  alfo  brings  them  oftner  to  the 
fecretory  orifice ;  which  every  where 
takes  off  the  thinneft  of  the  blood 
at  that  part ;  fome  of  the  vifcid  and 
thicker  fecretions  requiring,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  a  vaft  check  of  the 
blood's  motion,  before  they  can  be 
performed;  that  is,  before  the  blood 
has  obtained  fuch  a  confiftence,  by 
the  flownefs  of  its  motion,  that 
what  is  to  be  feparated  is  the  thin- 
neft at  that  part ;  for  no  other  will 
go  off  any  where.  If  therefore  from 
any  caufe  the  blood  does  not  move 
with  its  due  velocity,  its  parts  will 
attract  one  another,  and  make  the 
whole  too  thick  to  part  with  any 
thing  by  the  kidneys,  or  fo  much 
as  it  ought.  Nature  indeed  feems 
particularly  to  have  provided  againft 
this  inconvenience,  by  fo  near  a 
fituation  of  the  kidneys  to  the  heart, 
that  the  blood's  motion  cannot  be 
C  4  retarded 
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retarded  when  it  comes  to  them* 
unlefs  it  moves  flower  through  the 
heart  itfelf.  In  this  cafe  fuch 
things  prove  diuretic,  which  not 
only  forward  the  blood's  motion  by 
their  irritation  of  the  folids,  and 
quickening  their  vibrations ;  but  are 
fo  fubtile  as  to  keep  the  Blood  in  as 
fluid  a  ftate  as  poffible.  Many  things 
therefore  under  the  firft  clafs  of  the 
firft  feftion  come  into  this  rank ; 
becaufe  their  volatility  gives  them 
fuch  properties.  But  befides  the 
fmallnefs  and  aptitude  to  motion 
of  fome  parts  which  keep  the  blood 
fluid,  there  are  others  which  do  it 
by  their  roughnefs  and  rigidity ; 
for  thereby  they  hinder  fuch  parti- 
cles of  blood  from  coming  into  con- 
tact, which  would  make  them  co- 
here ;  and  fuch  are  of  the  nature  of 
alkaline  and  lixivious  falts ;  which 
.for  this  very  reafon,  in  all  fluggifh 
and  vifcid  habits  of  blood,  prove 
diuretic ;  and  procure  fometimes 
very  large  difcharges  by  urine. 

Another  way  of  forcing  urine, 
is  to  encreafe  the  quantity  of  fuch 
falts  in  the  blood,  as  feem  fiy;ed, 
by  their  fpecific  gravities,  to  pafs 
more  eafily  by  the  kidneys  than  any 
where  elfe;  for  the  largenefs  and 
fwiftnefs  of  the  flream  in  which  the 
blood  comes  to  them,  cannot  admit 
of  the  feparation  of  any  particles 
but  fuch  as  are  fmall  and  heavy; 
of  which  kind  are  all  nitrous  and 
acid  falts.  For  thefe  joining  with 
the  ferum,  caufe  it  more  plentifully 
to  attract  and  unite  the  falts  difperfed 
in  the  blood,  and  help  the  fooner 
upon  that  account,  viz.  by  adding 
to  their  gravities ;  to  determine 
them  through  the  kidneys  into  the 
bladder. 

But  fuch  feem  to  be  the  moft  na- 
tural and  fafeft  medicines  for  this 
intention,  which  have  in  their 
compofitions  falts  near  of  this  kind, 
and  fomewhat  at  the  fame  time  fo 
emollient,  as  to  guard  them  againft 


vellicating  the  membranes,  and  to 
lubricate  and  facilitate  their  paffa- 
ges  with  what  they  take  with  them 
into  their  proper  emundtories.  Thus 
all  of  the  mallow  kind,  and  moft 
of  the  ingredients  in  the  Syrupus  de 
Althaea,  have  a  great  deal  of  a  pe- 
netrating fait  wrapt  up  in  a  foft 
mucilaginousjuice.  Dr.  Grew,  an 
able  phyfician,  and  a  moft  faithful 
recorder  of  experiments  of  this  na- 
ture, obferves  more  falts  to  be  in 
plants  of  this  kind,  than  many  o- 
thers  which  feem  to  difcover  more 
of  them  to  the  tafte.  If  then  nature 
be  allowed  to  be  the  beft  compound- 
er, thofe  of  her  productions  which 
have  thefe  two  properties  fo  well 
blended  together,  muft  be  the  beft 
that  can  be  contrived  for  the  pur- 
pofes  under  confideration.  For 
fuch  plants  or  flmples  feem  fitted 
to  anfwer  both  thefe  important  in- 
tentions at  once,  of  lubricating  and 
relaxing  the  pafiages,  and  of  preci- 
pitating at  the  fame  time  the  pro- 
per fluids  through  thofe  pafiages. 
And  this  may  ferve  as  a  good  hint,  to 
conduct  us  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  means 
which  art  contrives  to  anfwer  the 
fame  end,  not  to  be  too  bufy  with 
fuch  things  as  ftimulate  much,  and 
are  forcing  that  way,  left,  inftead  of 
making  a  paffage,  thofe  irritations 
fhould  contract  and  ftraiten  what 
was  too  ftrait  before  ;  and  therefore 
that  we  always  join  them  with  fuch 
things,  as  are  at  the  fame  time  foft- 
ening  and  emollient ;  that  the  vef- 
fels  may  be  enlarged,  when  a  great- 
er quantity  of  fluid  is  intended  to  be 
protruded  through  them. 

It  has  been  a  long  difpute  how 
fome  things,  which  manifeftly  pafs 
off  by  urine,  can  do  it  in  fo  fhort 
a  time  as  they  are  often  obferved  j 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  turpentine 
kind ;  which  will  very  foon  difco- 
ver themfelves  by  their  fmell, 
(wherein  no  body  can  be  deceived) 
in  the'wine :  but  this  would  take 

up 
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Of  Diaphoretics. 


up  too  much  room  in  this  place ; 
and  it  does  not  feem  greatly  to 
our  purpofe  to  determine  fuch  dif- 
ficulties. Some  hints  this  way,  and 
especially  how  large  quantities  of 
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liquors  drank  Suddenly,  will  foon 
make  their  way  through  thefe 
parts,  may  be  met  with  in  the  ex- 
plications of  Sanclorius's  Medicina 
Statica, 


Folia 

Herbs  or  Leaves  of 

Radices 

Roots  of 

Cbterefolii 

Chervil 

Altha-ee 

Marlhmallows 

Fra<ari(g 

Straw-berries 

Afparagi 

Afparagus 

Kaii 

Glafs^wort 

Fceniculi 

Fennel 

Oxyacaiitha 

Barberry-tree 

FilipendulcS 

Drop-wort 

Perjicarite 

Arfmart 

Graminis 

Grafs 

Petrofelini 

Parfley 

Petrofelini 

Parfley 

T/btvr  •viridis 

Green-tea 

Raparum 

Turneps 

Saxifragi<£ 

Saxifrage. 

Raphani  hort. 

Radifhes 

Rapbcmi  rujt. 

Horie  radifln 

Semina 

Seeds  of 

Ebuli 

Dwarf  elder 

Animalia 

Animals 

Litbofpermi 

Gromwell 

Millepedes 

Hog-lice 

Bardanee 

Burdock. 

Cantbarides 

Spanifh  flies 

Stercus  porcinum 

Hogs  dung. 

FruBus 

Fruits  of 

Alkekengi 

Winter  cherry 

Minerale 

Mineral 

Spina:  alba> 

White  thorn. 

Nitrum 

Salt  Petre. 

Lignum 

Wood 

ftepbriticum 

Nephritic. 

SEC 

T.     VI. 

Of  Diaphoretics. 

UNDER  this  name  of  dia- 
phoretics are  included  what 
alfo  are  underflood  by  Alexiphar- 
macs  and  febrifuges,  becaufe  all 
under  thofe  denominations,  whofe 
operations  we  have  any  notice  of, 
exert  themfelves  that  way,  by  more 
or  lefs  increafing  a  diaphorefis  ; 
which  is  a  fenfible  difcharge  by  the 
fkin,  and  fhews  itfelf  like  a  dew 
upon  it. 

All  thofe  medicines  which  anfwer 
this  intention,  muff,  do  it  either  by 
their  fubtility,  whereby  they  divide 
and  attenuate  the  humours  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  they  become  fine 
enough  to  efcape  through  fuch  fmall 
pafTages,  as  thofe  of  the  cutaneous 


glands ;  or  elfe  by  their  contracting 
and  fqueezing  the  folids,  which 
force  out  of  the  extremities  what 
lay  before  in  readinefs  for  expul- 
fion.  Of  the  former  fort  are  many 
fimples,  which  for  their  other  more 
manifeft  qualities,  we  have  placed 
under  other  heads,  and  chiefly  a- 
mongft  the  cephalics  :  for  all  aro- 
matic, warm  and  fubtile  bodies, 
have  a  natural  tendency  this  way, 
becaufe  they  cannot  but  divide  and 
attenuate  the  fluids,  which  make 
them  fitter  to  go  off  by  the  fmaller 
paffages.  What  we  have  collected 
under  this  feclion,  are  moflly  de- 
termined to  the  fame  intention,  by 
a  like  texture   and   difpofition   of 

parts ; 
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fecretions.  Thofe  fubftances,  or 
bodies,  therefore,  which  obtain 
this  appellation  of  diaphoretic,  are 
fuch  as  are  capable  of  being  divid- 
ed into  very  fmall  and  fine  parts ; 
which  do  not  fenfibly  operate  un- 
til they  are  brought  into  the  minu- 
telt  veffels,  where  their  fmallnefs 
and  activity  fit  them  both  to  pafs 
themfelves ;  and  befides  make  way 
for  many  other  particles  to  go  off" 
with  them. 

But  the  other  cafe  of  a  diapho- 
refis,  or  raifing  a  fweat,  is  moll 
extenfive  and  efficacious  ;  and  that 
is  by  fqueezing  and  contracting 
the  fibres,  and  fo  forcing  thro' 
what  is  in  readinefs  to  pafs  j  of 
which  matter  there  often  is  a  great 
deal  in  the  capillaries,  or  juft  at  the 
furface,  that  fometimes  almoft  ftag- 
nates  for  want  of  fuch  fhocks.  All 
acids  do  this,  and  whatfoevervelli- 
cates  and  contracts  the  fibres 
powerfully.  Thus  you  ihall  fee 
people  prefently  fweat  upon  eating 
vinegar  or  lemon  juice.  Upon  the 
fame  account  does  fear,  or  any 
fudden  paffion,  produce  the  like 
effect ;  as  likewife  all  kinds  of  ex- 
ercife.  But  thefe  are  not  fo  di- 
rectly our  bufinefs  to  account  for  ; 
nor  likewife  how  fweating  moil 
commonly  terminates  fevers,  and 
throws  off  poifons  or  contagious  in- 
fections ;  by  which  they  come  to 
be  termed  alexipharmacs  and  febri- 
fuges ;  becaufe  this  would  take  up 
more  room  than  we  have  here  to 
fpare  ;  as  requiring  the  whole 
theory  of  fevers  to  be  treated  of, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  it. 
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parts ;  but  then  they  are  generally 
fuch  as  are  feldom  met  with  in 
compofition  or  prefcription  for  any 
other  purpofe.  And,  without  tranf- 
greffing  the  rules  laid  down  for  de- 
termining things  of  this  kind,  it 
may  be  conjectured,  that  there  is 
a  difference  between  thefe  and  the 
common  aromatics ;  that  the  latter 
act  as  foon  as  ever  they  come  into 
the  ftomach,  and  by  the  volatility 
of  their  parts  divide  and  thin  the 
juices  in  the  prima?  vis,  but  go  off 
in  a  great  meafure  by  fome  of  the 
larger  difcharges  ;  whereas  the  for- 
mer feem  not  to  have  any  thing 
in  their  compofition  fo  active  as  to 
render  them  fenfible,  until  they 
have  patted  the  laft  comminution 
or  digeftion  in  the  circulating  blood : 
and  there  to  obtain  fuch  a  resolu- 
tion, as  fuits  them  not  only  for  the 
cutaneous  fecretion  themfelves ;  but 
alfo  to  break,  and  as  it  were  fufe 
the  blood  itfelf,  thereby  caufing  its 
thinner  and  ferous  parts  to  flow 
through  the  pores  in  great  plenty. 
And  this  will  not  perhaps  appear 
fo  flrange,  when  we  confider  a 
manifeft  difference  in  our  food,  not 
unlike  what  we  here  affign  to  me- 
dicine. For  fome  parts  of  our  ali- 
ments are  fooner  than  others  broke 
and  digefted  in  the  ftomach  and  firft 
offices  ;  and  fuch  always  furnifh 
the  greareft  fupply  to  the  larger 
emunctori'es,  and  go  off  moflly  by 
urine  ;  whereas  others,  which  have 
fubtility  enough  not  only  to  pafs 
thelacteals,  and  get  into  the  blood, 
but  are  too  folid  to  undergo  the 
laft  comminution,  except  by  a  long 
circulation,  beftow  more  matter 
both  for  nourishment  and  the  finer 
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THAT  part  of  the  materia 
medica  which  comes  under 
this  head,  altho'  it  is  not  fo  exten- 
ftve  as  fome  of  the  precedent  divi- 
iions ;  yet  i±  is  of  that  efficacy,  as 
to  require  the  utmoft  fkill  and  cau- 
tion in  the  management.  For  a 
vomit  cannot  be  given  without  do- 
ing either  good  or  harm  :  it  is  not 
therefore  to  be  indifferently  regard- 
ed as  the  operation  of  fome  altera- 
tives, which  are  frequently  prefcrib- 
ed  only  to  keep  the  patient  eafy  un- 
der fome  expectation,  until  aphyfi- 
cian  more  clearly  fees  what  nature 
indicates  to  be  done. 

Vomits  and  purges  are  fo  much 
alike  in  their  operations,  that  one 
cannot  be  well  apprehended  with- 
out the  other.  Thus  much  there- 
fore is  common  to  them  both,  that 
any  medicine  which  fo  far  vellicates 
the  membranes  and  coats  of  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  as  to  draw 
them  into  convulfxve  twitches,  or 
jriuch  accelerate  their  natural  mo- 


tions, will  be  emetic  or  cathartic!; 
and  fometimes  both.  But  the  ac- 
tion of  vomiting  is  more  properly 
a  convulfive  motion  in  the  ftomach, 
than  any  which  can  happen  in  the 
bowels ;  unlefs  their  periftaltic  un- 
dulations are  inverted,  as  it  hap- 
pens in  the  paffio  iliaca.  Whatso- 
ever therefore  comes  into  the  fto- 
mach, which  fo  irritates  its  fibres, 
as  to  make  them  contracl  or  draw 
up  with  force,  will  throw  its  con- 
tents upwards  ;  the  vent  being 
much  larger  that  way  than  through 
the  pylorus  ;  which  would  fend 
them  by  ftool.  The  difference 
therefore  between  an  emetic  and  a 
cathartic,  lies  only  in  this,  that 
the  latter  confifts  of  fuch  pai  tides 
as  pafs  the  ftomach  without  any 
violent  vellications  of  the  fibres ; 
and  the  former  of  fuch  as  have  that 
effect  almoft  as  foon  as  they  come 
there ;  fo  that  a  vomit  feems  ftronger 
than  a  cathartic :  and  this  is  the 
reafon  why  a  cathartic  in  an  in-, 
created, 
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Some-  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
fubftance  itfelf,  which  procured  a 
vomit,  is  thrown  up  again  in  the 
firft  or  fecond  ejection ;  and  that 
the  following  folicitations  arecaufed 
by  the  acrimony  of  the  juices; 
which  the  firft.  motions  pumped  as 
it  were,  and  occaiioned  to  drain 
into  the  ftomach.  It  is  of  no  great 
importance  whether  it  be  thus  or 
not;  but  'tis  certain,  that  the  ac- 
tion of  vomiting  gives  the  ftrongeft 
fhake  to  all  the  mufcles  and  folids 
of  the  body,  that  any  motion  is  ca- 
pable of;  and  therefore  in  all  me- 
dicinal intentions  it  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  exercife.  And  the  lafl 
Teachings  do  generally  difcover  a 
drain  of  humours  derived  into  the 
ftomach  from  fome  confiderable  di- 
ftance  ;  their  colour  fhewing  them  to 
come  from  the  liver,  or  parts  more 
remote.  But  fervice  is  not  fo  much 
to  be  expetted  from  what  thefe 
medicines  difcharge  upwards,  as 
from  what  their  violent  emotions 
and  concuffions  fit  for  feparation, 
and  force  thro'  other  outlets ;  and 
even  that  by  the  fkin  is  prodi- 
gioufly  increafed  by  thefe  means, 
as    is    manifefl    from  the   profufe 


fweats  which  a  perfon  naturally 
falls  into  afterwards,  upon  the  leaft 
encouragement  thereto. 

Tindtures  and  refins,  are  always 
obferved  to  operate  rougher  this 
way  than  more  fimple  preparations  j 
and  the  reafon  feems  to  be,  that 
fuch  management  of  an  ingredient 
makes  its  adlive  parts  too  intimate- 
ly come  into  contacl  with  the  fi-  . 
bres ;  whence  they  are  not  fo  foon 
fhook  off  by  their  convulfive 
twitches  or  throws,  as  more  grofs 
parts  might  be.  Upon  this  account 
therefore,  moft  of  the  fimples  which 
come  under  this  head,  are  beft  or- 
dered in  their  natural  forms  ;  and 
the  elaborate  preparations,  of  the 
chemical  pharmacy  efpecially,  pro- 
duce no  vomit  fo  good  as  we  find 
among  nature's  own  productions. 
And  this  opinion  the  prefent  prac- 
tice fully  fupports ;  for  all  the  an - 
timonial  and  mercurial  emetics,  are 
almoft  quite  laid  afide,  unlefs  in 
very  obftinate  cafes  ;  and  fome 
fimple  generally  is  now  prefcribed, 
only  in  power,  as  the  ipecacoanha. 
The  emetic  tartar  likewife,  which 
ufed  to  be  fo  much  in  vogue,  is  at 
prefent  to  be  found  only  in  fuch 
hands  as  are  ftrangers  to  milder  and 
fafer  medicines. 
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SOmewhat  may    be  underftood  ready  faid  about  emetics ;  the  vel- 

concerning  the  operation  of  ca-  lication  or  irritation  of  the  fibres 

thartics,  from  what  has  been  al-  and  membranes  being  the  fame  in 

2  both. 
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both.  But  as  the  difference  of  the 
parts,  in  which  their  fcenes  of  ac- 
tion are,  makes  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
ference in  the  confequences  of  their 
operations  on  many  accounts ; 
therefore  it  may  be  farther  necef- 
fary  to  know  what  a  hamulus  will 
do,  in  the  inteltines  particularly. 

The  periftaltic  or  vermicular  mo- 
tion of  the  guts,  is  fuch  as  conti- 
nually propels  forwards  their  con- 
tents, from  the  pylorus  down  to  the 
recfum.  Now  every  irritation  either 
quickens  the  motion  in  its  natural 
order,  or  occafions  fome  little  in- 
versions of  it.  In  both,  what  but 
Slightly  adhered  to  the  coats,  or 
inner  membranes,  will  be  loofened 
and  Shook  off,  and  carried  forward 
with  their  contents  ;  and  they  will 
alfo  be  more  agitated,  and  thus 
rendered  more  fluid.  By  this  only 
it  is  manifeft,  how  a  cathartic 
haftens  and  increafes  the  difcharges 
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fame  are  fuited  to  draw  off,  and 
expsl  fuch  particular  humours,  and 
will  not  meddle  with,  or  affect  any 
other;  and  upon  this  notion  it  is, 
that  they  have  been  conftantly  di- 
stinguished in  pbyfical  writers,  by 
peculiar  names  expreffive  of  their 
respective  properties.  Hence  fuch 
an  one  is  called  a  cholagogue,  or 
purger  of  choler  ;  this  an  hydra - 
gogue,  or  purger  of  water ;  and 
another  a  phlegmagogue,  or  purger 
of  phlegm.  But  we  cannot  admit 
of  any  fuch  conclusion;  becaufe  no 
medicine  under  this  denomination, 
how  efficacious  and  furprizing  fo- 
ever  in  its  operation,  can  act  but 
mechanically  ;  according  to  thofe 
laws  of  motion,  which  all  other 
bodies  are  Subject  to  :  And  there- 
fore when  the  difcharges  by  ftool 
difcover  an  over -proportion  of  any 
particular  humours  ;  the  purge,  to 
whofe  efficacy  it  is  afcribed,  is  not 


by  ftool ;  but  the  fame  manner  of  to  be  fuppofed  to  have  done  it  by 
operation  alfo  carries  its  effects  any  fuch  election ;  but  that  there 
much  farther,  in  proportion  to  the  was  either  a  redundancy  of  fuch  a 
force  of  the  ftimulus.  For  where  humour,  whofe  difcharge  any  corn- 
it  is  great,  all  the  appendices  of  the  mon  irritation  would  occafion  ;  or 
bowels,  and  even  all  the  vifcera  in  that  there  was  fome  peculiar  apti- 
the  abdomen,  will  by  a  oonfent  of  tude  from  the  fibres  and  bulks  of 
parts,  that  is,  a  communication  of  the    medicine,     to    deterge    thofe 


nerves,  be  pulled  or  twitched,  fo 
as  to  affect  their  respective  juices 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  inteftines 
themfelves  affect  their  contents. 
The  confequences  of  which  muft 
be,  that  a  great  deal  will  be  drained 
back  into  the  inteftines,  and  made 
a  part  of  what  they  difcharge. 
And  when  we  conSider  the  vaft 
number  of  glands  in  the  inteftines, 
with  the  oudets  of  thofe  vifera 
opening  thereinto,  and  particularly 
of  the  pancreas   and  liver ;  it  will 


parts  where  they  were  lodged,  and 
fet  them  in  fufion.  Thus  in  pro- 
portion to  the  proximity  of  fome 
humours  to  the  inteftinal  tube, 
and  the  diipoiition  of  the  paffages 
to  convey  them  that  way,  they  re- 
quire greater  or  leffer  vibrations, 
or  Shakes  of  the  fibres,  from  a  ca- 
thartic, to  fetch  them  out.  For 
this  reafon,  the  brifker  cathartics, 
which  vellicate  the  membranes  molt 
of  all,  pump  out,  as  it  were,  from 
all  the  mefenteriac  glands,  and 
be  no  wonder  what  vaft  quantities,  neighbouring  parts,  their  contents  ; 
efpecially  in  full  constitutions,  may  which  parts,  becaufe  they  abound  fo 
be  carried  off  by  one  fmart  purge,      much  with  lymphatics,  and  vifcid 


It  has  been  a  prevailing  notion, 
that  there  is  fome  Specific,  or  elec- 
tive quality  in  cathartics,  by  which 


watry  humours,  make  the  difcharges 

thin  and  watry.  Thofe  which  act  in  a 

fomewhat  lower  degree,  yet  irritate 

enough 
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enough  to  deterge  and  draw  out  a 
great  deal  of  mucous  and  vifcid 
matter  ;  which  fometimes  by  lodg- 
ment, and  want  of  due  motion, 
changing  into  various  colours,  oc- 
casions the  different  names  of 
phlegm,  or  choler.  As  the  former 
therefore  pafs  for  hydragogues ;  fo 
do  the  latter  for  pnrgers  of  phlegm 
and  choler. 

Dr.  Keil,  in  his  account  of  ani  • 
mal  fecretion,  feems  to  favour  this 
opinion  of  the  ancients  about  elec- 
tive purges,  becaufe  it  appeared 
to  him  folvable  by  his  theory  of 
attraction  :  but  it  is  to  be  feared  he 
tranfgreffed  his  own  laws  when  he 
makes  the  particles  of  jalap  attract 
the  aqueous  particles  out  of  the 
blood  as  it  wafhes  thro'  the  intefti- 
nal  glands,  by  any  other  power 
than  the  particles  of  any  other  me- 
dicine would  do  it,  in  the  like  cir- 
cumftances,  that  is  endued  with 
the  fame  mechanical  properties. 
Whatfoever  therefore  has  the  fame 
properties,  as  by  the  effects  it  ap- 
pears feveral  medicines  have,  as 
jalap,  it  will  purge  water  as  much 
as  jalap ;  and  confequently  deferve 
as  much  the  name  of  a  fpecific. 
But  if  it  can  be  explained,  as  here 
it  is  hoped  to  be  done,  how  fuch 
medicines  are  fitted  by  their  mani- 
feft  and  mechanical  properties  to 
produce  fuch  an  effect ;  then  it 
muff  be  much  more  inftructive  to 
rely  upon  fuch  procedure,  than  to 
have  recourfe  to  an  imaginary 
agency,  which  puts  the  under- 
Handing  in  confufion. 

Upon  another  account  alfo,  be- 
sides that  of  a  ftimulus,  a  cathartic 
anfwers  its  intention;  and  that  is 
by  fufing  the  humours,  or  rendring 
them  more  fluid  than  they  were 
before;  whereby  they  are  better 
fitted  to  pafs  off  at  their  proper 
emunctories.  And  how  this  is 
done,  may  be  underftood  from 
many  hints  already  interfperfed  in 
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this  work.  Thofe  which  confift  of 
very  fubtile  and  active  parts,  are 
not  fo  fenfible  in  the  larger  paf- 
fages ;  becaufe  of  the  great  quanti- 
ties of  matter  which  lay  too  great 
a  load  upon  them,  and  make  them 
unheeded ;  but  when  they  are  got 
into  the  blood  in  any  confiderable 
number,  they  divide  and  fufe  thofe 
cohefions  which  obftruct,  or  move 
heavily  in  the  capillaries,  and  fcour 
the  glands  ;  infomuch,  that  every 
puliation  throws  fomething  thro' 
the  inteftinal  glands  ;  which  goes 
off  by  ftool,  and  which  the  refluent 
blood  wafhed  away,  and  brought 
back  from  all  parts  of  the  body.  Of 
this  kind  are  all  thofe  cathartics 
which  are  prefcribed  in  rheuma- 
tifms  and  are  faid  to  purge  the  joints, 
and  arthritic  pains ;  as  the  radix  tur- 
pethi,  and  all  the  aloetics.  Jt  may 
not  be  amifs  here  to  obferve,  that 
the  reafon  why  cathartics  of  this 
fort  are  fo  eafily  changed  into  the 
molt  efficacious  alteratives,  is  be- 
caufe an  alterative  is  a  cathartic, 
in  this  fenfe,  in  a  lower  degree, 
or  of  a  more  remifs  operation. 
Whatfoever  brings  fuch  particles  to 
a  fecretory  office,  as  are  fitted  for 
palling  it,  ofcner  than  ufual,  either 
by  accelerating  the  blood's  motion, 
or  breaking  it  into  more  particles 
of  that  particular  fize  and  inclina- 
tion, will  increafe  that  fecretion. 
According  therefore  to  the  diffe- 
rence of  the  parts,  where  fuch  fe- 
cretions  are  enlarged,  as  in  the 
glands  of  the  inteflines,  kidneys, 
or  fkin,  are  the  medicines  which 
are  inftrumental  therein,  termed 
either  cathartics,  diuretics,  or  dia- 
phoretics. 

Farther,  another  way  of  promot- 
ing the  difcharges  by  ftool  from 
fuiion,  or  rendering  the  humours 
more  fluid,  is  to  mix  fuch  particles 
with  them,  as  prevent  their  running 
into  vifcid  cohefions ;  and  by  de- 
grees divide  and  break  them  when 
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in  contact  ;  whence  they  are  ren- 
dered fitter  to  run  off  by  the  moll 
convenient  outlets.  This  is  done 
by  fubflances  which  have  parts  ri- 
gid, grofs,  and  full  of  afperities ; 
and  thefe  are  many  kinds  of  falts, 
and  tartarous  medicines.  For  by 
experiments  eafy  to  be  tried,  thofe 
bodies  being  mixed  with  any  thing 
tenacious  and  adhefive,  will  deftroy 
fuch  properties.  Thus,  let  any 
one  mix  a  few  grains  of  fait  of  tar- 
tar with  the  extradtum  rudii,  which 
of  itfelf  is  fo  tenacious  as  to  draw 
out  into  any  figure ;  and  it  will 
immediately  run  into  almoft  a  dry 
powder ;  and  crumble  fo  as  not  to 
be  capable  of  being  made  into  pills. 
To  the  quantity  of  this  fait  alio  in 
Matthews's  pill,  as  it  is  com- 
monly   called,  is  owing,  that  the 


mafs  is  {o  difficultly  made  up  in- 
to pills.  Likewife  all  tenacious 
and  mucilaginous  bodies  of  much 
thinner  confidence,  will  by  the  like 
means  be  rendered  much  lefs  adhe- 
five, and  more  difpofed  to  fluidity. 
Cathartics  of  this  fort  are  generally 
too  grofs  to  pafs  the  ladleals ;  and 
therefore  their  influence  extends  no 
farther  than  the  prima?  vias ;  that 
is,  the  flomach  and  bowels.  After 
this  manner  cream  of  tartar,  with 
its  cryflals,  which  differ  not  much 
from  the  former,  manna  and  all 
the  milder  purgers,  operate;  that 
is,  by  feparating  and  keeping  from 
contact  and  cohefion,  the  feveral 
contents  of  thofe  parts,  which  ren- 
der them  fo  fluid,  as  to  run  off 
fooner,  and  in  larger  quantities  by 
ftool,  than  otherwiie  they  would  do. 


Clafs  1.      The  Milder  Purgers. 


Folia 

Leaves  of 

Prima 

Prunes 

Sena 

Sena. 

Tamarindi 

Tamarinds. 

Fungus 

Excrefcence 

Sued 

Juices 

Agarici 

Agaric. 

Aloes 

Aloes 

Manna 

Manna. 

Flores 

Flowers  of 

Rofar.  Dam. 

Damafk  rofes 

Radices 

Roots 

Violarum 

Violets. 

Hermodaclyli 

Hermodaclyls 

Mechoacanna 

White  Jalap 

Frutlus 

Fruits' 

Rbabarbari 

Rhubarb 

Cafia  fift. 

Cafia 

Turpetbi 

Turbith. 

Mjrobalani 

Myrobalans. 

Clafs  2.     Rt 

wgher  Purgers. 

Folia 

Herbs  of 

Elalerium 

Elaclerium 

Chamadapbnes 

Spurge  laurel 

Scammonium 

Scammony. 

Lini  cathartici 

Mountain  flax. 

Cortex 

Bark  of 

Semina 

Seeds  of 

Aim  nigra 

Black  alder. 

Cataputia 

Spurge. 

Radices 

Roots  of 

FruSlus 

Fruits 

Ellebori  nigri 

Black  hellebore 

Colocyntbis 

Bitter  Apple 

yalapii 

Jalap 

Rhamni  Bac. 

Buckthorn  berry. 

Tbapjia 

Deadly  carrot. 

Gummi 

Gums 

Gambogia 

Gamboge 

SECT, 
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SECT.     IX. 

Of  Sternutatories. 

*Tp  H  I  S  is  a  way  of  application    which,  means  many  Anus's  or  cavi- 


I  in  medicine  feldom  made  ufe 
of,  but  to  loofen  and  drain  away 
iuch  humours  by  the  nofe,  as  are 
not  well  to  be  come  at  by  other 
means.  A  very  little  part  there- 
fore of  the  materia  medica  falls 
under  this  divifion  ;  altho'  many 
volatiles  and  aromatics  are  ufed  for 
this  intention ;  which,  by  reafon  of 
other  more  important  properties,  are 
ranked  under  other  heads :  what 
we  have  fubjoined  here,  being 
hardly  made  ufe  of  in  medicine  for 
any  other  purpofe. 

How  a  medicine  occanons  freez- 
ing, is  not  at  all  difficult  to  under- 
ftand,  to  one  who  has  confidered 
well  the  manner  by  which  emetics 
draw  the  ftomach,  and  its   appen- 
dices, into  that  motion  which  is  ob- 
ferved  in  vomiting.    The  fibres  and 
membranes  withinfide  the  noftrils 
are  extremely  fenfible  ;  whatfoever 
therefore  ftimulates    them,    makes 
them  contract,  and  thereby  twitches 
thofe  parts  they  have  any  commu- 
nication 'with ;    which  by  degrees 
brings  on  that  general  convulfive 
fhake,  that  throws  oif  the  irritating 
matter.     Eyery    one's    own  expe- 
rience demon  Urates,    and  belt  ex- 
plains to  himfelf  how  this  is  pro- 
duced ;  and  likewife  manifefts  the 
great  influences  which  may  be  com- 
municated over  the  whole  body,  by 
the  communication  of  fibres  from 
an  almoft  unheeded  fenfation  upon 
the  leaft  part. 

The  falutary  effects  of  this  forci- 
ble concuffion  of  the  whole  body, 
are  very  confiderable.  There  are 
many  glands  about  the  head,  de- 
fined for  the  reparation  of  very 
vifcid  and  mucous  iubllancesj   by 


ties,  of  fervice  in  the  ceconomy,  are 
frequently  fluffed  fo  with  fuch  mat- 
ter, as  not  to  give  that  room  to 
fome  of  the  veffels,  which  it  is  their 
office  to  do ;  whereby  the  circulat- 
ing fluid  in  fome  parts  makes  them 
too  turgid :  which  upon  many  ac^ 
counts  will  occaiion  uneafy  fenfa- 
tions,  pain,  giddinefs,  and  other 
diftempers,  frequently  experienced 
in  the  head.  By  a  particular  con- 
formation, the  nofe  receives  and 
difcharges  many  fuch  fuperfluous 
vifcidities.  Therefore  a  tumulus, 
from  what  we  call  fternutatories, 
or  common  muff,  will  provoke 
thofe  parts  to  increafe  thofe  dif- 
charges ;  whereby  a  troublefome 
load  is  drawn  off,  and  the  head 
rendered  brifk  and  lightfome. 

But,    befides  the  benefit  which 
the  head  immediately  receives  from 
fuch  a  difcharge,  the  whole  confu- 
tation is  likewife  fo  fenfibly  affect- 
ed, that  in  many  cafes  it  is  of  ufe 
as  an  exercife.     There  is  no   mo- 
tion whatfoever,  not   even  that  of 
vomiting,  which   fo  fuddenly   and 
forcibly  fhakes  the  whole  nervous 
fyftem ;  fo  that  in  all  obfbructions 
of  the  finer  paffages,    and  particu- 
larly of  the  nervous  fluid,  whatfo- 
ever produces  fneezing  muft  be  of 
great    advantage.      And    common 
experience    in     practice    confirms 
this  in  many  inflances  of  paralytic, 
apoplectic,     and    lethargic    cafes  j 
where  this  motion  roufes  and  en- 
livens, as  it  were,  the  fpirits ;  and 
by  fhaking  the  mofl  remote  fibres, 
aiufts  their  proper  juices  in  circu- 
lation,    which    before    feemed   to 
flagnate,  or  not  to  irritate  the  fibres 
enough  to  maintain  their  natural 
tlalticity, 


Setf.  10. 

elafticity.  And  of  fuch  great  effi- 
cacy is  this  convulfion,  that  it  is 
fometimes  procured  on  purpofe  to 
affilt  the  expulfion  of  the  fcetus ; 
and  with  goodfuccefs. 

How  far  the  cuftom  of  taking 
fnuff,  as  it  now  prevails,  is  fervice- 
able  or  detrimental,  is  not  direcTtly 
to  our  purpofe  to  determine ;  but 
thus  far  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  in- 
form thofe  who  comply  fo  much 
with  it  as  a  falhion,  that  they  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  receive  any 
benefit  from  it  as  a  medicine ; 
whenfoever  there  may  be  occafion 
for  fuch  helps :  for  continually 
ftimulating  thofe  parts  with  hot 
pungent  ihuffs,  makes  them  by 
degrees  grow  as  it  were  callous, 
and  much  lefs  fenfible ;  which  all 
fnufF-takers  experience,  being  not 
provoked  to  fneezing,  if  they  take 
ever  fo  much  j  when  one  pinch  of 
the  fame  would  immediately  ope- 
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rate  upon  a  fixanger  to  it.  There 
is  another  inconvenience  alfo  from 
this  practice ;  and  that  is  fpoiling 
their  appetite  :  for  moft  of  the 
common  fnuffs  are  tobacco,  of  one 
kind  or  other  ;  wherefore  fome 
will  pafs  down  the  throat  into  the 
flomach  ;  efpecially  in  thofe  who 
take  much  ;  which  deftroys  the 
natural  appetite,  as  many  confefs 
they  find  by  experience,  altho'1  they 
cannot  be  prevailed  with  to  leave 
it  off.  For  fuch  who  imagine  the 
continual  taking  of  fnuff  to  be  ne- 
ceffary,  or  beneficial,  to  them, 
many  things  in  liquid  forms  would 
much  more  properly  anfwer  their 
intention  ;  fuch  as  fal  volatile  ole- 
ofum,  diluted  with  fomething  pro- 
per, where  it  is  too  ftrong  by  it- 
felf.  But  'tis  to  be  feared  no  fa- 
lutary  regard  can  obtain  fuch  a  re- 
formation, unlefs  that  idol,  fafhion^ 
would  vouchfafe  its  fanction. 


Folia 

Leaves  of 

Nicotiante 

Tobacco. 

Primula  *veris 

Prim  rofe 

dfari 

Afarabacca 

Gummi 

Gum 

Ellebori  albi 

White  hellebore 

Euphorbium 

Euphorbium, 
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Of  Narcotics, 


L7  N  D  E  R  this  head  we  in- 
)  elude  all  that  part  of  the  ma- 
teria medica  which  any  way  pro- 
duces fleep,  whether  called  by  this 
name,  hypnotics,  or  opiates.  Thefe 
fubftances  produce  their  effects  by 
relaxing  the  veffels,  allaying  fpafms 
and  irritations,  and  rightly  rarify- 
ing  the  juices  of  the  ftomach. 
Hence  they  give  eafe  in  pains  oc- 
casioned by  irritation,  and  refbrain 
immoderate  evacuations  proceed- 
ing from  the  fame  caufe. 

By  not  understanding  the  manner 
in  which  thefe  medicines  act  when 
they  check  immoderate  fecretions, 


phyficians  have  been  led  into  wrong 
methods,  and  given  opiates  to  flop 
thofe  difcharges,  in  which  there 
are  no  fpafms  or  painful  irrita- 
tions ;  as  particularly  in  the  colli- 
quative diarrhoea's,  attending  hectic 
fevers  :  whereas  it  is  manifeft, 
opiates  muft  in  fuch  cafes  (without 
the  defired  effect.)  do  real  mifchief, 
by  relaxing  the  fibres,  and  heating 
and  rarifying  the  fluids,  already  too 
thin  and  broken  in  their  texture. 

On  the  other  hand,  thefe  medi- 
cines by  this  fame  property  (where- 
by they  take   off   cramps  in   the 
nerves,     and  thus  cure  excretions 
D  depending 
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depending  upon  them)  will  very 
often  happily  promote  thofe  dis- 
charges which  are  natural,  when 
they  are  unfeafonably  interrupted 
by  violent  contractions.  Thus  opi- 
ates in  nephritic  pains,  move  the 
urine  flopped  by  gravel  and 
itones ;  and,  in  uterine  cafes,  affift 
nature   in  propelling    the   menfes, 


the  fcctus.  and  the  lochia. 

From  the  rarefaction  which  opium 
occafions  of  the  juices,  proceeds 
that  difficulty  of  breathing,  which 
they  for  a  time  experience  who 
take  this  kind  of  medicine  ;  this 
fymptom  being  infeparable,  from 
the  rarefaction  of  the  blood  in  the 
lungs. 


Folia 

Herbs  of 

Cicutte 

Hemlock 

Fru8us 

Fruits 

Mandragora 

Mandrake 

Nux  vomica 

Vomit  nut 

Nicotiana 

Tobacco 

Cap   Pap.  alb. 

White  t  po] 

So/am 

Nightfhade 

n'gr. 

Black  J  he£ 

JStrammonei 

Thorn-apple. 

Sued 

Juices 

Flares 

Flowers  of 

Meconium 

Meconium 

Papa<v.  err  at. 

Wild  poppies 

Opium 

Opium. 

Paralyfeos 

Cowflips 

SEC 

T.     XI. 

Of 

Coolers. 

TH  E  S  E  ar.e  as  little  regarded 
in  medicine  as  any  clafs  of 
iimples  ;  being  of  flight  efficacy, 
and  ufed  for  no  important  inten- 
tion ;  and  feldom  prefcribed  any 
otherwife  than  as  palliatives,  or  to 
mitigate  the  uneafy  fenfation  of 
fome  particular  fymptoms,  more 
than  to  cure  the  difeafe  whence 
they  arife. 

All  of  this  rank  may  be  confider- 
ed  under  the  two  following  divi- 
sions :  the  firft  are  fuch  as  imme- 
diately produce  a  prefent  fenfe  of 
cold.  Thefe  are  chiefly  fruits  and 
acid  juices  ;  and  are  moll  common- 
ly ordered  to  cool  the  mouth  and 
■  ftorhach,  and  allay  that  extreme 
thirft,  which  an  inflammatory  fever 
is  apt  to  occafion.  What  comes 
under  this  intention,  feldom  has 
any  farther  effect,  than  giving  a 
grateful  fenfation  to  thole  parts, 
{which  were    before   uneafy  with 


heat  and  drought)  unlefs  they  are 
taken  down  in  large  quantities ; 
and  then  they  may,  from  a  fudden 
chilnefs,  make  fuch  an  alteration 
in  the  pulfation  of  the  fibres,  as 
will  Ihock  the  whole  conftitution. 
And  this  is  in  effect  fo  much  in  the 
experience  of  every  body  from 
fuch  things  one  time  or  another, 
that  it  needs  no  larger  explications ; 
only  thefe  two  confequences  are 
molt  likely  to  happen;  viz.  fuch 
convulfive  contractions  of  the  vef- 
fels  may  either  obftruct  their  con- 
tents, and  thence  caufe  flitches  and 
inflammations ;  or  may  fo  fuddenly 
retard  the  circulating  juices,  as 
will  difpofe  them  to  undue  cohe- 
fions  and  confiftencies. 

The  other  kind  of  coolers  are 
fuch,  as  by  their  vifcidity  are  dif- 
pofed  to  communicate  the  fame 
quality  to  the  animal  fluids,  with 
which  they  are  mixed.  Thefe  can  be 

pre- 
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prefcribed  in  no  falutary  intention, 
unlefs  to  check  the  inordinate  cele- 
rity of  the  blood,  which  arifes 
from  a  debauch  with  fpirituous  li- 
quors; or  to  give  a  thicker  con- 
fluence to  that  of  hedlic  conftitu- 
tions ;  whereby  it  may  be  reftrained 
from  flowing  too  fall.  But  in  both 
cafes  there  is  a  great  deal  of  hazard 
from  the  fame  means ;  becaufe  the 
diminution  of  the  blood's  velocity 
cannot  fo  exaftly  be  reftrained,  but 
it  may  be  carried  too  far,  and  prove 


Folia 
Acetofa? 
Agni  cafii 
Alfines 
AncbiifiS 
Cichorei 
Cufcutte 
T.ndi<v'us 
Lujulcs 

Lentis  palufiris 
Populi 
Portulacce 
halluces 
Salicis 
Sedi 

Sonchi  lawis 
Spinachite 
Taraxaci 
Umbilici  mur. 


Leaves  of 
Sorrel 

Agnus  caftus 
Chickweed 
Alkanet 
Succory 
Dodder 
Endive 
Wood-forrel 
Ducks-meat 
Poplar 
Purflain 
Lettice 
Willow 
Houfe-leek 
Sow-thiftle 
Spinach 
Dandelion 
Wall  navel-wort. 
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too  great :  whereupon  fuch  fub- 
ftances,  for  want  of  due  motion  from 
circulation,  will  fall  into  one  which 
is  fermentative  ;  and  fo  by  allay- 
ing one  heat,  raife  another  of  much 
worfe  confequence.  Thro' this  error, 
coolers  in  the  hands  of  injudicious 
perfons,  frequently  change  Ample 
inflammatory  fevers,  which  would 
perhaps  foon  go  off"  by  a  critical 
diaphorefis,  into  putrid  and  malig- 
nant ones,  which  often  terminate 
in  death. 

Sent.  Cannabis      Hemp-feed. 


Fruflus 
Agrejlcs 
Aurantia 
Limones 
Citrea 
Cucumeres 
Cucurbitte 
GroJJiilarieS  fruB . 
Mala  Armeniaca 

Perfeca  . 

Hort.  omn. 

Syl<u. 
Melones 
Mori  f ruff. 
Oliv^e 
Ribefiee 


Fruits 
Wild  grapes 
Oranges 
Lemons 
Citrons    ' 
Cucumbers 
Gourds 
Goofberries 
Apricots 
Peaches 

All  orchard  appleg" 
Crahs 
Melons 
Mulberries 
Olives 
Currants. 
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IN  this  divifion  the  reader  v/ill 
meet  with  feveral  of  the  limples, 
which  have  been  placed  under  the 
foregoing  heads  for  fome  internal 
intentions  ;  but  the  great  fhare 
they  have  in  external  applications, 
may  juftify  fuch  repetition.  The 
materials  which   neceflarily   come 


into  this  rank,  are  fo  few,  without 
fuch  as  for  more  important  effica- 
cies have  been  already  taken  no- 
tice of  in  fome  other,  that  we  have 
made  the  number  of  fubdivifions^ 
expreflive  of  the  intentions  of 
what  they  contain,  as  fmall  as  pof- 
fible. 


D  z 
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Clafs  i.     Of  Repellents. 


To  underftand  rightly  the  ope- 
ration of  fuch  fimples  as  will  occur 
under  this  head,  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  by  repelling 
is  meant  thofe  means  which  prevent 
fuch  an  afflux  of  a  fluid  to  any  par- 
ticular part,  as  would  raife  it  into 
a  tumour  :  Bat  to  know  how  this 
may  be  efFedted,  it  will  be  conve- 
venient  to  attend  to  the  feveral 
caufes  which  can  produce  a  fwell- 
ing,  or  force  out  of  the  veffels  any 
of  their  fluid  contents  by  fome  un- 
natural difcharge. 

All  tumours  have  neceffarily 
one  of  thefe  in  their  caufe ;  either 
an  increafe  in  the  velocity  or  quan- 
tity of  the  fluids  ;  or  a  weaknefs  in 
fome  particular  part  j  and  forne- 
times  both  concur.  An  increafe  in 
the  velocity  of  the  fluids  makes 
them  more  forcibly  pufb  againft, 
and  diftend  all  the  parts  in  their 
circuit  :  if  therefore  any  part  be 
unequally  prefied,  or  relaxed,  by 
external  injuries,  that  will  be  more 
elevated  than  any  other;  and  for 
want  of  equal  refinance  with  the 
reft  of  the  body,  will  at  length  re- 
ceive fuch  a  quantity  of  fluid,  as 
will  raife  it  into  a  tumour ;  efpeci- 
ally  if  any  of  its  veflels  be  obftrucl- 
ed  :  Eecaufe  the  protrufion  of  freih 
matter  a  tergo  will  continue  to  add 
thereto,  until  the  part  is  upon  the 
utmoft  itretch,  and  can  hold  no 
more.  In  this  cafe  all  thofe  means 
are  faid  to  be  repellent,  which 
check  the  growth  of  the  tumour ; 
and  aflift  the  refluent  blood  in  tak- 
ing up  the  obftru&ed  matter,  and 
wafhing  it  again  into  the  common 
ft-eam.  This  intention  is  chiefly 
favoured  by  evacuation  and  revul- 
fion  ;  for  whatfoever  leffens  the 
quantity  of  the  fluid,  will  diminifh 
the  force  upon  the  tumefied  part : 


But  it  concerns  us  moft  here  to 
know,  how  external  application  to 
the  part  itfelf,  helps  in  this  affair. 

Now  a  medicine  comes  to  be  a 
repellent  in  this  cafe,  by  confifting 
of  fuch  fubtile  parts,  as  may  tranf- 
mit  fome  of  them  thro1  the  pores, 
and  help  to  render  the  obftrucled 
matter  more  fluid ;  fo  that  it  be- 
comes the  more  eafy  to  be  loofened 
and  fall  again  into  the  circulating 
current.  But  in  this  cafe  there  is  a 
hazard  of  fuch  things,  likewife 
putting  the  obftru&ed  humour  in- 
to a  ferment ;  whereby  it  fooner 
turns  into  pus,  and  then  they  come 
under  the  denomination  of  fuppu- 
ratives  or  ripeners.  What  there- 
fore, in  the  moft  ftri£t  fenfe,  is  to 
be  reputed  a  repeller,  is  that  which 
aftringes  and  ftrengthens  the  part,. 
fo  as  to  make  it  refift  fuch  lodg- 
ments. Thefe  are  fuch,  whofe 
virtues  refide  in  their  coldnefs,  and 
drying  properties.  But  there  are 
fo  very  few  inftances  wherein  band- 
age is  not  better  than  fuch  applica- 
tion, that  very  little  comes  to  be 
ufed  for  that  purpofe.  In  hasmor-* 
rhages  and  ouzings  out  of  ferum, 
fo  as  to  deform  the  fkin,  fimples  of 
this,  nature  moftly  take  place ; 
Which  anfvver  their  ends  by  aftring- 
ing  the  fibres  ;  whence  thofe  aper- 
tures are  fo  clofed,  as  not  after- 
wards to  admit  thro'  them  any  fuch 
fluid. 

Some  thing3  a¥o  anfwer  this 
end,  only  by  ttimulating  the  fibres- 
of  the  tumefied  parts  ;  fo  as  to 
give  them  fudden  and  forcible 
twitches,  whereby  the  obflruttion 
is  fometimes  loofened  and  fhook, 
as  it  were,  away  into  the  refluent 
current.  Such  a  fort  of  motion 
will  be  occafioned  by  the  fuddert 
application  of  any  thing  extremely 

cold. 


Seft.  12.  Of  Topics. 

cold,  as  common  water :  But  the 
practice  is  ieldom  fafe ;  becaufe, 
if  the  firft  efforts,  which  the  fibres 
are  put  upon  by  thofe  means,  do 
not  iucceed  in  breaking  away  the 
i.nclofed  matter,  they  will  be 
ftrained,  and  not  able  afterwards 
to  repeat  their  natural  vibrations  ; 
the    confequence     of     which     is 
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weakening  the  part,  which  will 
render  the  tumour  more  obilinate. 
There  are  many  other  means  and 
accidental  circumftances,  which 
contribute  to  favour  or  retard  this 
intention  :  But  thefe  hints  may  be 
fufficient. ;  efpecially  for  a  part 
which  cannot  be  allowed  any  great 
length  in  this  work. 


Albumen  Ovi 
Lapis  Calam. 
Cerujja 
Litbarg.  aur. 
Manus  homivis 

mortal 
hlanus  regalls 


White  of  an  egg 
Calamine 
White  lead 
Litharge  of  gold 
A  dead  man's 

hand 
The  royal  touch 


Minium 

Red  lead 

Tutla 

Tutty 

Pompholyx 
Sedum 

Pompholyx 
Houfe-leek 

Spodium 
'Tela  Aranear. 

Putty 
Cobweb  o 

Clafs  2.     Of  Ripe  tiers  and  Drawers. 


This  intention  is  frequently  of 
mighty  importance  in  chirurgery, 
but  there  are  very  few  who  well 
weigh  the  confequences  of  the  ope- 
ration in  thofe  medicines  which  are 
prefcribed  to  anfwer  it,  nor  the 
accidents  to  which  they  are  liable. 
For  a  ripener  or  drawer  is  what, 
by  the  activity  and  warmth  of  its 
parts,  is  able  to  penetrate  the  pores, 
and  mix  with  and  rarify  any  ob- 
itru&ed  matter,  fo  that  it  may  be 
rendered  fit  for  difcharge  upon  lay- 
ing open  the  part  by  a  cauftic  or 
incifion.  Now  in  many  inftances, 
as  the  matter  by  this  means  rarifies 
and  grows  more  fluid,  the  refluent 
blood  is  apt  to  wafh  it  back  into 
the   common  mafs ;   which  fome- 


Adeps  Anferis 
Canis 
Hominis 
Viperce 
Vrfi 

Fimus  Columba 
Vaccts 

furfur 

Flos  Cere*viji<s 

Halec 

Hirudo 


times  is  of  that  nature,  as  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  mifchief  j  or  by 
making  it  take  up  more  room  up- 
on its  rarefadtion,  occafions  it  more 
to  diftend  the  parts  in  which  it  is 
contained,  whereon  a  fenfe  of  pain 
is  excited,  and  thereby  a  greater 
concourfe  of  fluid,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  needlefs  increafe  of  the  tu- 
mor. So  that  medicines,  under 
this  denomination,  require  to  be 
in  the  hands  only  of  fuel),  who  are 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  me- 
chanifm  of  the  animal  ceconomy  as 
to  be  able  to  apply  them  to  the 
beft  advantage,  and  know  how  to 
avoid  the  hazards  which  may  arife 
from  their  abufe. 


Fat  of  a  goofe 

Melilotus 

Melilot 

a  dog 

Nicotiana. 

Tobacco 

a  man 

Oleum 

Oil 

a  viper 

Pix  Burgund. 

Burgundy  pitch 

a  bear 

Na<valis 

Common  pitch 

Pigeon's  dung 

Pejina 

Refin 

Cow's  dung 

Se<vum  Cerv. 

Deer's  fuet 

Bran 

Bo<vinum 

Ox's  fuet 

Yeaft 

0-vint 

Sheep's  fuet 

An  herring 

Thus 

Frankincenfe. 

A  leech 

D3 


Clafe 
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Clafs  3.     Of  Detergents. 


The  operation  of   all   topics  of  ries,  page  20,  and  the  following  of 

this  denomination,  may  be  under-  detergents,  page  2 1 .    The  reader  is 

flood  by  what  has  been  faid  in  ex-  therefore    defired     to     turn    back 

plication  of  the  third  clafs  of  the  thither,     for    what    concerns    this 

fourth   feftion,    concerning  vulne-  clafs. 


&rugo  ^ris 
Album  Grtecum 
Gum.  Elemi 
Os  Sepia; 


Verdegreafe 

White  dog's  dung 

Elemi 

Cuttle  fifh  bone 


Vitellum  O-vi 
^erebhitbina 
Balf.  omnia 


Yolk  of  an  egg 
All  turpentines 
and  balfams. 


Clafs  4.     Of  Caujlics. 


Thefe  are  fuch  things  as  by  their 
violent  activity,  and  heat  thence 
occafioned,  deftroy  the  texture  of 
the  part  itfelf  to  which  they  are 
applied  -,  and  eat  it  away,  as  we 
commonly  exprefs  it,  or  burn  it 
into  an  efchar.  And  they  differ 
from  the  former  pretty  much,  as 
the  piperine  volatiles  do  from  thofe 
of  the  garlick  or  onion  kind  ;  as 
was  before  obferv'd.  Ripeners  and 
detergers  hare  fomething  foft  and 
fmooth  in  their  compofition,  which 
guards  them  againft  wounding  the 
fibres  themfelves,  tho'  it  does  not 
hinder  their  volatility  ;  but  in  thofe 
we  call  cauftics,  the  volatile  parts 
are  altogether  unguarded  by  any 
thing  of°that  kind ;  and  by  their 
extreme  minutenefs,  afperity,  and 
quantity  of  motion,  like  thofe  of 
fire  itfelf,  tear  afunder  all  obfta- 
cles,     deftroy  the   texture  of    the 


Calx  viva. 

Cantharides 

Cataputia 

Lepidium 

Jiuphorbium 

GoJ/yp.  uji. 


Quick-lime 
Spanifh  flies 
Spurge 
Dittander 
Euphorbium 
Cotton,  burnt  on 
[he  part 


very  folids  themfeh'es,  and  change 
what  they  are  applied  to,  into  a 
fubftance  like  burnt  flefh ;  which, 
in  a  little  time,  with  detergent 
dreffings,  falls  quite  off,  and  leaves 
a  vacuity  in  the  fubftance  of  the 
part.  Thefe  are  of  ufe  generally 
in  abfceffes  and  impofthumations, 
to  eat  thro'  to  the  fuppurated  mat- 
ter, and  give  it  vent ;  and  alfo  to 
make  iflues  in  parts  where  cutting 
is  difficult  or  inconvenient.  We 
have  ranked  fome  things  under  this 
head,  which  do  not  come  up  to  fo 
great  a  degree  of  efficacy  as  to 
make  an  efchar  ;  but  becaufe  they 
are  able  to  raife  the  flefh  into  bli- 
fters,  and  make  confiderable  changes 
by  the  fame  manner  of  operation, 
in  a  moreremifs  degree,  we  thought 
it  moft  proper  to  give  them  a 
place  here. 


Moxa 

Siliqua  hirfula 
Tithymalus 
Sapo 
Spo/igia 


Moxa,  burnt  on 

the  part 
Cow- itch 
Spurge 
Soap 
Sponge. 
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Simples  omitted,  or  not  reducible  under  the  foregoing 

Heads. 


dmomum 

Amomum 

Atnoris  pcnium 
jfmylum 
Arbor  "Sites 

Love  apple 
Starch 
Tre^  of  life 

Alcea 

Vervain  mallow 

Arcca 

Indian  nut 

Arjenicum 

Arfenic 

ArunJ.o 

The  reed 

Afpkaltus 
Afphodelus  alius 

Jews  pitch 
Whice  afphodel 

Balfamita  mas 

Bam/a  ?nofcbata 

Behen  radix 

Butyrum 

Cafeus 

Conyza 

Copal 

Cyanus 


Coftmary 
IVlufk  mallow 
Behen  root 
Butter 
CheeJe 
Flea-bane 
Gum  copal fo 

called 
Blue  bottle. 


Cere--vijta,  Ale.  Under  this  ar- 
ticle is  intended  all  that  belongs 
to  potable  malt  liquors  :  And 
thefe  may  be  confidered  under  the 
following  divifions  ;  i.  Hopped 
and  unhopped  drinks.  2.  Small  or 
ftrong.  3.  Pale  or  brown.  And, 
4.  New  and  old. 

1 .  The  difference  made  by  hops 
is  beft  diicovered  from  the  nature  of 
the  hops  themfelves.  Thefe  are 
known  to  be  a  fubtiie  grateful 
bitter.  In  their  compofition  there- 
fore, with  this  liquor,  they  add 
fomewhat  of  an  alkaline  nature, 
that  is,  particles  which  are  fubtiie, 
a&ive  and  rigid.  By  this  means 
the  ramous  vifcid  parts  of  the  malt 
are  more  divided  and  fpiritualized, 
if  we  may  ufe  that  term ;  and 
therefore  not  only  more  eafy  of  di- 
geftion  and  fecretion  in  the  body, 
but  alfo,  while  in  the  liquor,  pre- 
vent it  f.om  running  into  fuch  co- 
hefions,  as  would  make  it  ropy, 
vapid,  and  four.  But  for  want  of 
this  in  unhopped  drinks,  that  clam- 
my fweetnels  which  they  retain  af- 
ter working,  foon  turns  them  acid 
and  unfit  for  ufe  ;  which  is  fooner 
or  later,  in  proportion  to  the 
ftrength    they    receive,    from    the 


malt,  and  the  comminution  it  has 
undergone  by  fermentation.  It  is 
much  in  the  opinion  of  fome  that 
ale  is  more  diuretic  than  beer ; 
that  is,  unhopped  liquor  more  than 
that  which  has  hops  in  it.  In  fome 
particular  conftitutions  it  may  fo 
happen,  becaufe  ale  is  more  fmooth, 
foftening,  and  relaxing ;  and  there- 
fore where  urine  is  to  be  promoted 
by  enlarging  the  paffage,  that  is 
moft  likely  to  do  it :  And  this  is 
moftly  the  cafe  of  thin  dry  confti- 
tutions. But  where  the  promotion 
of  urine  is  to  be  made,  by  atte- 
nuating and  breaking  the  juices, 
and  rendering  them  more  fluid,  it 
is  certainly  beft  anfwered  by  thofe 
drinks  which  are  well  hopped.  As 
to  the  controverfy  whether  hops 
tend  to  breed  the  ftone,  it  is  too 
long  here  to  enter  into,  and  feems 
to  have  little  foundation  on  the  af- 
firmative fide  :  But  thus  far  we 
may  venture  to  fay,  where  one  in- 
ftance  can  be  produced,  of  any  pro- 
bability for  fuch  an  effect  from  this 
caufe,  there  may  many  more  be 
brought,  which  can  admit  of  no' 
doubt,  where  conftitutions  have 
been  fpoiled  by  ale  on  the  contrary' 
extreme.  For  that  manifeftly  fouls i 
D  4  the 
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the  glands,  fluffs  the  veflels  with 
ilime  and  vifcidity,  makes  the  body 
unweildy  and  corpulent,  and  paves 
the  way  for  cachexies,  the  jaun- 
dice, afthma's,  and  at  laft  incura- 
ble dropfies.  The  urinary  paflages, 
which  likewife  it  is  imagined  to 
clear,  it  will  by  degrees  fill  with 
ilough,  and  matter  of  as  bad  con- 
fequence  as  gravel. 

2 .  The  ftrength  of  thefe  liquors, 
makes  them  of  different  efficacies, 
as  to  any  medicinal  regards.  The 
ftronger  they  are,  the  more  vifcid 
parts  they  carry  into  the  blood ; 
and  although  the  fpirituous  parts 
make  thefe  imperceptible  at  firft, 
yet  when  they  are  evaporated  or 
gone  off,  which  will  be  in  a  few 
hours,  the  other  will  be  fenfibly 
enough  felt  by  pains  in  the  head, 
naufeoufnefs  at  the  flomach,  and 
laffitude,  or  liftlefnefs  to  motion. 
This  thofe  are  much  the  beft  judges 
of,  who  have  experienced  the  ex- 
tremes of  drinking  of  thefe  liquors, 
and  of  wines :  for  a  debauch  of 
wine  they  find  much  fooner  wear 
off:  And  they  are  more  lively  and 
brifk  afterwards,  than  upon  over- 
tipling  malt  liquors,  whofe  vifcid 
remains  will  be  long  before  they 
can  be  fhook  away.  Thefe  liquors 
therefore  are  much  the  more 
wholefome  for  being  fmall,  that  is, 
of  fuch  a  ftrength  as  to  cany  fome 
fmall  degree  of  warmth  into  the 
ftomach  ;  but  not  fo  as  to  pre- 
vent their  being  proper  diluters  of 
our  neceffary  food.  People  of  ro- 
buft  conftitutions,  who  labour  very 
hard,  may  difpenfe  with  reafon- 
able'  quantities  of  the  ftrongeft,  es- 
pecially as  their  food  is  frequently 
poor  and  flender  enough,  the  de- 
ficiencies of  which  this  fuppliesj 
and  their  continual  exercife  and 
ftrength  of  body,  digefts  and  breaks 
the  vifcidities  of  the  drink  into 
convenient  nourifhment :  Altho'  in 
perfons  of  another  habit,  and  way 


of  living,    tkey   would  only   pro- 
duce obftru&ions  and  ill  humours. 

3 .  Malt  drinks  are  diftinguifhed 
into  pale  or  brown,  from  the  malt 
they  are  brewed  w  ith.  That  which 
is  fle.ndereft  dried,  makes  it  lefs 
tinge  the  liquor  in  brewing,  and 
therefore  is  called  pale  ;  whereas 
that  which  is  higher  dry'd,  or 
roafted  as  it  were  in  comparifon 
of  the  other,  makes  it  of  an  higher 
colour;  and  a  mixture  of  both,  of 
an  amber,  which  name  likewife 
feveral  of  thofe  liquors  bear. 
The  pale  malt  has  certainly  moft 
of  the  grain  in  it,  and  is  therefore 
moft  nourifhing;  but  alfo  for  that 
very  reafon  requires  a  ftrong  con- 
ftitution,  fufficiently  to  digeft  it, 
Thofe  who  drink  much  of  it  are 
generally  fleek  and  fat  in  the  bloom 
of  their  age  :  But  if  they  are  not 
fuddenly  cut  off  by  fevers,  as  they 
generally  are,  they  fall  very  early 
into  a  diftempered  old  age,  and 
hardly  fupport  the  burden  of  life, 
with  a  retinue  of  difeafes.  The 
brown  makes  a  drink  much  lefs 
vifcid,  and  fitter  to  pafs  the  feve- 
ral ftrainers  of  the  body  ;  but  what 
is  very  ftrong  of  it  may  be  ufed  in 
excefs  enough  to  bring  on  the  in- 
conveniences of  the  former,  tho'  a 
fingle  debauch  with  it  much  more 
eafily  wears  off.  How  far  it  may 
be  an  uieful  hint  to  thofe  who  find 
their  accounts  only  in  the  profits 
of  brewing,  I  cannot  be  a  judge  ; 
but  for  the  health  of  the  confumer, 
I  can  venture  to  affure  him,  that 
the  pale  malt  brewed  with  hard 
waters,  fuch  as  thofe  of  fprings 
and  wells,  is  the  beft :  Becaufe  the 
mineral  particles,  with  which  they 
are  impregnated,  will  help  to  pre- 
vent the  cohefions  of  thofe  drawn 
from  the  grain,  and  enable  them 
to  pafs  the  proper  fecretions  the 
better ;  as  the  vifcid  particles  of 
the  grain  will  likewife  defend 
them   from    doing    the    mifchief, 

which 
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-.which  othenvife  they  might  occa- 
fion.  But  fofter  waters,  as  river 
and  rain  waters,  feem  molt  fuited 
to  draw  out  the  fubftance  of  high 
dry'd  malts,  which  retain  many 
igneous  particles  in  their  contex- 
ture, and  are  therefore  belt  in  a 
fmooth  vehicle. 

4.  The  age  of  thefe  liquors  is 
the  laft  thing  we  are  to  confider, 
by  which  they  become  more  or  lefs 
wholefome.  And  this  feems  to  do 
fomewhat  the  fame  as  hops  :  For 
thofe  liquors  which  are  longeft 
kept,  are  certainly  leaft  vifcid  ; 
age  by  degrees  breaking  the  vifcid 
parts,  and  rendering  them  fmaller, 
makes  them  fitter  for  fecretion. 
But  this  is  always  to  be  determined 
by  their  ftrength  ;  becaufe  in  pro- 
portion to  that,  they  will  fooner 
or  later  come  to  their  full  perfec- 
tion, and  likewife  to  their  decay. 
But  when  ale  or  beer  is  kept  until 
its  particles  are  broke  and  commi- 
nuted, as  far  as  they  are  capable, 
then  it  is  always  the  beft  ;  but  be- 
yond that  it  will  continually  be 
upon  the  decay,  unlefs  the  finer 
fpirits  quite  make  their  ef- 
cape,  and  the  remainder  becomes 
vapid  and  four.  By  what  there- 
fore has  been  already  faid,  it  will 
appear  that  the  older  drinks  are  the 
moft.  wholfome,  fo  they  be  kept 
up  to  this  ftandard,  but  not  beyond 
it. 

There  is  fo  much  of  ufe  might 
be  faid  upon  this  head,  becaufe 
thefe  liquors  have  the  greateft  (hare 
in  our  way  of  living,  that  it  would 


Of  Simples  omitted,  &c. 


Mel 
Ova 

Pabna  oleofa 
Panis 
Petroleum,  et 

oleum  terra 
Saccharum 
Salep 

Spiritus  'vini 
Serwn 


Honey 
Eggs 

Palm-oil  tree 
Bread 
Rock  oil 

Sugar 
Salep 
Spirit  of  wine 

Whey 
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exceed  the  bounds  we  have  fet 
ourfelves.  We  fhall  therefore  only 
make  this  farther  obfervation,  that 
thofe  whofe  fortunes  permit  them 
to  intermix  wine  with  their  com- 
mon drink  are  not  fo  fubjeft  to 
coughs,  with  other  diftempers  of 
the  breaft,  and  dropfies ;  yet  they 
are  more  affli&ed  with  gravel  and 
arthritic  pains. 

We  have  not  here  given  wine  a 
diftindT:  article,  becaufe  it  i&  a 
foreign  liquor ;  and  this  work  is 
profeffedly  calculated  for  our  own 
country :  However,  as  it  is  fo  much 
in  our  common  drink,  amongft  the 
higher  order  of  people  efpecially  ; 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that  the  flronger  wines  feem  much 
the  more  agreeable  to  Engliih  con- 
stitutions ;  but  where  they  are  too 
ftrongwhen  neat,  they  may  be  di- 
luted with  water.  Thefe  by  their 
fpirituoufnefs  conduce  to  the  di- 
geftion  of  the  grofs  food  of  our 
country,  efpecially  the  great  quan- 
tities of  flefh  we  eat;  and  are  the 
more  neceffary  by  reafon  we  eat 
but  little  herbs.  But  the  thinner 
wines,  tho1  they  a're  moft  grateful 
to  the  ftomach;  and  lefs  diforder 
the  head,  yet  they  carry  a  tartar 
with  them  into  the  blood,  which 
they  leave  behind  in  the  mucilagi- 
nous glands  of  the  joints ;  where 
it  occafions  thofe  racking  pains  of 
the  gout,  and  fometimes,  by  de- 
grees, takes  away  the  ufe  of  the 
limbs,  fo  far  as  to  reduce  perfons 
to  the  ftate  of  cripples. 


Sperma  ranarum 
Succinum 
Tartarum 
Vinum 

Urina  hominis 
'vacca 
Tribitlus  aquati- 

cus 
Zihethum 


Frogs  fpawn 
Amber 
Tartar 
Wine 

Urine  of  a  man 
of  a  cow 
Water  caltrops 


Civc 
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Of  Waters. 


'ATERisfoufeful  and  ne- 
ceffary  an  article,  with  re- 
gard to  diet  and  medicine,  that  we 
cannot  be  too  inquifitive  into  its 
nature  and  difference ;  or  too  folli- 
eitous  in  our  choice  of  it.  It  is  the 
main  diluter  of  our  food,  and  is 
the  better  for  that  purpofe,  the 
freer  it  is  from  the  mixture  of  any 
foreign  particles  But  as  it  is  not 
to  be  met  with  unmixed  with  fome 
heterogeneous  particles,  we  fhall 
be  better  inftructed  how  to  ufe  and 
chufe  it  for  the  purpofes  of  life,  by 
inquiring  how  it  is  altered  and  af- 
fected by  the  mixtures  it  receives 
of  fuch  foreign  matter,  in  the  fe- 
veral  conditions,  we  meet  with  it. 

In  this  fearch  we  find  the  beft 
helps  from  fome  fhort  hints  (and 
fuch  only  we  have  room  for)  of 
Dr.  Mead's,  in  his  laft  Effay  on 
Poifons. 

Water  is  of  fo  conftant  a  fervice, 
not  only  for  our  drinks,  but  alfo 
in  preparing  our  flefh  and  bread, 
that  it  may  juftly  be  faid  to  be  the 
vehicle  of  all  our  nourifhment :  So 
that  whenever  this  happens  to  put 
on  other  properties  than  are  necef- 
fary  to  fit  it  for  that  purpofe,  it  is 
no  wonder  if  in  its  paiTage  thro'  the 
body  thefe  do  make  fuitable  im- 
preflions  there. 

Whatever  nature,  the  grofs  par- 
ticles with  which  the  water  is  fatu- 
rated,  are  of,  metallic,  earthy,  fa- 
line,  &c.  thefe  according  to  their 
various  gravity,  the  capacity  of  the 
canals,  and  fuch  like  circumflances, 
will,  when  they  come  to  circulate 
in  the  animal  body,  be  by  the  laws 
of  motion  depofitcd  in  one  part  or 
other. 


Thefe  foreign  matters,  mixed 
with  the  fluid,  very  fenfible  increafe 
its  fpecific  gravity  :  And  for  this 
lea  on,  the  choice  of  water  for 
drink  amongft  the  ancients  was 
made  by  weight ;  the  lighted  be- 
ing preferred,  as  moil  free  from 
all  heterogeneous  bodies. 

A  late  author,  Dr.  J.  H.  in  a 
book  called,  Scelera  Aquarum,  or 
a  lupplement  to  Mr.  Graunt  on  the 
bills  of  mortality,  by  fearching  in- 
to the  firir.  accounts  of  the  diftem- 
per  we  call  the  fcurvy,  defcribed 
by  Pliny  and  Strabo  under  the  pro- 
mifcuous  names  of  ftomacace  and 
fceloturbe  :  and  examining  the  au- 
thentic hiftories  of  it  in  later  years, 
made  by  the  moll  obferving  phyfi- 
cians  in  thofe  countries  where  it 
was  unhappily  revived,  as  Olaus 
Magnus,  Balduinus,  Ronfeus,  J. 
Wierius,  Solomon  Albertus,  &c. 
finds  that  the  origin  of  it  was  in  all 
times  and  places  charged  upon  the 
ufe  of  unwholfome  ftagnating  wa- 
ters. Then  by  comparing  together 
the  clayey  fcrata  of  the  earth  about 
the  cities  of  London,  Paris,  and 
Amrcerdam,  he  Ihews,  that  where 
the  water  is  word,  there  this  ma- 
lady is  mofl  rife.  So  that  he  has 
made  it  probable,  that  moft  of  the 
perplexed  and  complicated  fymp- 
toms  which  are  ranged  under  this 
one  general  name,  if  they  do  not 
entirely  owe  their  birth  to  the  ma- 
lignity of  this,  element,  do  how- 
ever acknowledge  it  to  be  their 
main  and  principal  caufe. 

And  indeed  Hippocrates  himfelf, 
as  he  has  very  plainly  defcribed 
this  difeafe  by  the  title  of  j-b-x^j 
piydLhm,  or  great  milts  j  fo  he  does 
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very  particularly  in  another  treatife 
take  notice,  that  drinking  of  ttag- 
nating  well-waters  mull  necefiarily 
induce  an  ill  difpontion  both  of  the 
milt  and  belly. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  reafon  of 
fuch  ill  effects,  we  muft  confider 
that  clay  is  a  mineral  glebe,  and 
that  the  grofs  particles  and  metal- 
lic falts  with  which  waters  palling 
thro'  fuch  a  bottom  do  abound, 
are  not  to  be  mattered ;  that  is, 
they  are  indigeftible  in  the  human 
body.  Not  only  therefore  will 
theie  caufe,  as  he  very  well  argues, 
calculous  concretions  in  the  kidneys, 
bladder,  andjoints;  and,  as  Hip- 
pocrates experienced,  hard  fwellings 
in  the  Jpleen ;  but  they  muft  ne- 
cefiarily oftentimes  by  their  corro- 
live  quality  twitch  and  irritate  the 
fenfible  membranes  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels.  Nay,  beiides  all  this, 
when  they  come  into  the  blood,  it 
is  no  wonder  if  the  fmall  canals  of 
infenfible  tranfpiration  are  frequent- 
ly ftopt  up  and  obstructed  by 
them :  For  it  is  upon  this  fcore 
that  Sanctorius  teaches  us,  in  his 
Medicina  Statica,  Sect,  ii.  Aphor.  2. 
that  heavy  water  converts  the  mat- 
ter of  tranfpiration  into  an  ichor, 
which  being  retained,  induces  a 
cachexy. 

What  mifchiefs  will  enfue  here- 
upon, every  one  fees;  not  only 
pains  in  the  limbs,  livid  ipots  in 
the  furface  of  the  body,  ulcers,  &c. 
from  the  acrimony  of  the  undif- 
charged  moifture ;  but  many  alfo 
of  thofe  perplexing  fymptoms, 
which  go  by  the  name  of  hyfteri- 
cal  and  hypocondriacal,  may  take 
thair  rife  from  the  fame  fource  : 
For  the  before  cited  Sanctorius  has 
remarked,  in  Sect.  iii.  Aphor.  13. 
that  the  flatus  or  wind,  fo  infepa- 
rable  from  thofe  cafes,  is  no  other 
than  the  fluid  of  perfpiration,  rude 
and  unfinifhed.  If  the  inconveni- 
encies  are  oftentimes  not  felt,   at 
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not  till 
age,  in  ftrong  and  active  habits  of 
body ;  yet  they  deferve  confidera- 
tion  in  weaker  conftkutions  and  a 
fedentary  life,  especially  of  the 
more  tender  fex. 

For  thefe  reafons  Pliny  tells  us, 
that  thofe  waters  are  condemned  in 
the  firft  place,  which  when  boiled 
do  incruft  the  fides  of  the  veflels  : 
And  that  our  well  waters  do  this, 
nobody  can  be  ignorant.  The  an- 
cients were  remarkably  curious  in 
their  choice  of  waters,  holding  it 
an  article  of  the  greateft  moment ; 
this  we  may  eaflly  be  convinced  of 
from  Hippocrates,  who  not  only 
endeavours  to  account  for  the  dif- 
eafes,  but  even  for  the  temper 
and  difpoiition  of  the  people  of 
feveral  countries,  from  the  diffe- 
rence in  the  waters  with  which 
nature  hath  fupplied  them. 

Aqua  Fontana,  fpring-water. 
By  the  courfe  of  this,  we  are  liable 
to  a  mixture,  in  one  fort  or  other, 
of  all  the  metalline  or  mineral  par- 
ticles which  lie  concealed  in  the 
earth.  For  the  water  of  all  fprings, 
that  is,  all  waters  which  are  circu- 
lated or  ftrained,  thro''  the  earth, 
(and  which  we  call  fprings  when 
they  break  out  upon  the  furface) 
wafh  off  and  carry  along  with 
them  fome  particles  of  the  foil 
they  travel  through  ;  fo  that  they 
become  falubrious  or  mifchievous, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  mi- 
neral matter  which  they  have  taken 
up  and  joined  with  in  their  courfe. 
So  far  as  this  anfwers  any  medicinal 
purpofes,  and  makes  the  water  in 
any  refpect  purgative,  will  come 
under  inquiry  in  the  article  of  aci- 
dulas.  Here  therefore  we  have 
only  occafion  to  be  fatisfied  what 
are  beft,  as  they  muft  neceffarily 
make  a  part  of  our  diet;  and  thele 
are  the  lighted,  as  the  precedent 
reafonings  demonftrate,    and  fuch 
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as  are 
tures. 

That  fpring- waters  are  thus  loaded 
in  their  current,  cannot  be  doubted 
by  thofe  who  have  ever  experienced 
the  tafte  and  efficacy  of  our  ordi- 
nary medicinal  fprings :  And  tho1 
our  own  country  furnifhes  us  not 
with  any  fuch  inftances,  unquesti- 
onable authority  informs  us  of 
fome  fprings  which  bring  along 
with  them  poifonous  and  deadly 
companions  ;  which  muft  be  cor- 
rofive  corpufcles  mixed  with  the 
water,  that  cannot  fail  (when  for- 
faken,  in  the  canals  of  the  body, 
by  their  vehicle)  to  do  the  fame 
mifchief  as  they  would  if  taken  by 
themfelves  undiluted  ;  Only  with 
this  difference,  that  they  may  in 
this  form  be  carried  fometimes  far- 
ther into  the  animal  frame,  and  fo 
difcover  their  malignity  in  fome  of 
theinmoftreceffes.  Thus  the  fons 
ruber  in  ^Ethiopia,  mentioned  by 
Pliny,  about  which  abundance  of 
native  minium  or  cinnabar  was 
found,  fhewed  its  ill  effedts  chiefly 
on  the  brain  :  Which  gave  occa- 
sion for  Ovid  to  fay  of  it, 


—       ■  -  Si  quis  faucibus  haufit, 
Aut  furit,     aut    patitur    mirum 
gravitate  foporem. 

But  there  is  no  need  of  enlarging 
farther  on  this  head,  fmce  any  mi- 
neral poifon  may  impart  its  deadly 
quality  to  perfluent  ftreams.  And 
accordingly  there  are  inftances  of 
arfenical,  mercurial,  and  other 
fountains,  of  which  the  hiftories 
may  be  feen  in  the  collection  of 
Baccius  de  Thermis,  lib.  vi.  and  a 
very  remarkable  one  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  TranfadHons,  N°.  8. 

We  are  taught  many  curious 
ways  of  trying  what  are  the  princi- 
pal mixtures  in  thefe  waters,  which 
muft  be  of  great  ufe  to  fuch  as  tra- 
vel in  unfrequented  countries,  and 


where  neceffity  often  forces  them 
to  unexperienced  fprings  :  But  that 
would  be  too  long  for  us  here  •  We 
fhall  therefore  only  drop  this  gene- 
ral rule,  that  thofe  waters  are  beft 
for  ufe  which  are  lighteft  ;  and  this 
may  be  determined  with  the  utmoft 
exadtnefs,  by  weighing  other  con-; 
venient  bodies  in  them,  which  we 
are  taught  by  the  common  hydro- 
ftatical  fcales,  now  any  where  to 
be  had  in  the  {hops.  The  com- 
mon experiment  of  trying  them 
with  foap  is  alfo  ufeful;  for  the 
more  remote  they  are  from  lather- 
ing with  that,  the  more  unfit  they 
are  for  ufe.  Thofe  fprings  which 
arife  from  a  chalky  earth,  are  ge- 
nerally accounted  beft,  which  may 
be  either  for  its  not  giving  to  the 
waters  any  thing  unwholfome,  or 
its  abforbing  many  mineral  particles 
from  them  in  their  percolation. 

There  may  circumftancs  hap- 
pen, where  fpring-waters  thall  be 
found  of  good  fervice  drank  alone. 
In  fome  ftomachs,  relaxed  from 
intemperance,  thefe  drank  in  a 
morning,  not  only  help  to  wafh 
off  a  great  deal  of  flimy  filth,  the 
remains  of  a  debauch,  but  alfo  to 
aftringe  the  fibres,  and  draw  up  the 
membranes  to  a  due  tenfuy.  And 
the  more  loaded  fuch  waters  are 
with  fome  mineral  particles,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  aluminous  or  nitrous 
kind ;  the  more  abfterfive  and 
more  reftringing  will  they  be,  and 
the  better  anfwer  thofe  intentions. 

Aqua  Fluvialis,  river-water, 
this  likewife  has  its  various  qua- 
lities from  the  different  foils  it  tra- 
vels through,  tho'  not  fo  much  as 
that  of  fprings.  The  river-waters 
may  be  reckoned  a  compofition  of 
fpring  and  rain  waters  together : 
Wear  the  head  therefore  of  any 
confiderable  fpring,  they  may  par- 
take much  of  the  mineral,  which 
that  fpring  wafhes  along  with  it ; 
but  at  a  greater  diftance  may  be 
affecled 
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affected  and  charged  with  its  pro-  into  contact,  and  form  hurtful  con- 
cretions ;  and  indeed  in  many  in- 
stances fuch  a  mixture  might  be  of 
fervice :  Therefore  whatfoever 
rain-water  brings  along  with  it,  it 
is  notwithftanding  certainly  the 
moft  Simple  and  elementary  of  any, 
and  the  propereft  diluter  or  vehicle 
that  we  can  be  fupplied  with. 

Aqua  Putealis,  well-water. 
This  is  Subject  to  all  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  fpring-water,  with  this 
additional  mifchief,  that  Stagnating 
fo  long  in  the  well,  it  may  there 
take  up  from  the  bed  it  lies  upon, 
fuch  particles,  farther  than  what  it 
brought  along  with  it  thither,  as  to 
render  it  Still  more  unwholfome  : 
Whereas  that  which  breaks  out  in 
fprings,  is  preferred  higher  than 
fuch  heavy  matter  is  ufually  lodged. 
Of  all  waters  therefore  whatfoever 
the  well-waters  are  moil  to  be  dif- 
trufted;  and  of  thofe,  fuch  as 
come  out  of  the  deeper!  wells.** 

A qu aPalustris,  pond-water. 
This  may  include  all  Stagnant  wa- 
ters, which  are  generally  from  rain 
only,  for  here  we  do  not  fuppofe 
any  fprings  concerned.  To  this 
therefore  no  more  can  be  faid  than, 
that  where  it  is  upon  a  clean  bot- 
tom, it  comes  fo  near  to  the  rain- 
water, as  not  to  be  diftinguifhed 
from  it :  But  generally  even  the 
motions  of  wind,  or  fome  other 
caufes,  as  the  treading  of  cattle, 
fo  difturb  thefe,  as  to  force  up 
with  them  fuch  Sllth,  as  there  cor- 
rupts and  ferments,  which  makes 
fuch  waters  the  moft  uncleanly  and 
difagreeable  of  any. 

Aqua  Nivealis,  fnow-water. 
This  is  fuppofed  to  bring  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  nitre  along  with 
it,  fo  as  to  make  it  deterfive  and 
diuretic.  But  it  comes  {o  little, 
either  into  our  diet  or  medicine, 
that  we  need  not  be  very  follicitous 
about-  it.  As  for  what  walhes  in- 
to   the    rivers,     and    accidentally 

comes 


per  foil.  For  in  its  progrefs  the 
mineral  particles  will  fall,  or  be 
entangled  and  loit  in  the  ouzy 
and  clayey  mixtures  they  pais 
through.  As  the  Spring-waters 
take  up  in  their  meanders  many 
heavy  mineral  particles,  fo  thefe 
either  wafh  up  from  ouzy  bottoms, 
or  have  fo  much  filth  drained  into 
them,  especially  near  large  towns, 
that  they  abound  with  a  foreign 
matter  of  a  very  different  nature, 
and  which  fometimes  will  ferment : 
As  is  manifest  in  that  of  the 
Thames,  tho1  fome  travellers  affirm 
no  other  waters  do  the  fame.  Of 
this  kind  therefore,  thofe  which 
come  into  ufe  with  fuch  mixtures 
may  be  more  or  lefs  convenient  in 
particular  cafes  and  constitutions, 
according  to  the  nature  of  what 
they  have  got  (o  mixed.  But  in 
the  general,  thefe  waters  are  much 
fofter  than  fuch  as  run  under- 
ground ;  and  therefore  are  fitter  for 
ufe,  where  hard  waters  are  con- 
demned. 

Aqua  Pluvialis,  rain-water. 
This  is  reckon'd  the  moil  Simple  of 
all,  and  to  come  neareft  to  a  ho- 
mogeneous fluid  :  and  therefore,  as 
a  diluter,  is  to  be  preferred.  Quer- 
cetan,  and  many  others,  lay  Strefs 
upon  the  circumstances  of  thefe 
falling,  whether  Suddenly  or  more 
flow,  and  from  what  quarter  of 
the  heavens  the  clouds  bring  them : 
But  this  feems  to  be  as  little  to  the 
purpofe,  as  under  the  former  arti- 
cles, what  parts,  fprings  or  rivers 


run  from,  as  to 
the  globe,  and 
the   fun.     Some 


the  divifions   of 

their   pofition   to 

are    of  opinion, 


that  rain-water  brings  fomewhat  of 
a  nitrous  volatile  fait  along  with  it, 
and  think,  by  that  means,  it  gives 
fertility  to  the  earth ;  if  it  does  fo, 
thefe  particles  muft  be  too  fine  to 
injure  any  of  the  fecretory  Strainers, 
byobftructing  them,  and  too  active 
or  fufceptible  of  motion  to   draw 
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comes  to  us  that  way,  after  the  fall 
of  great  fnows,  it  is  lofl  fo  much, 
that  it  can  hardly  be  imagined  to 
communicate  any  efficacy  to  the 
fhare  we  have  of  it. 

Aqua  Marina,  fea-water.  The 
faltnefs  of  this  is  fufficiently  known, 
and  how  upon  that  account  it  is 
both  difagreeable  and  unwhoiefome 
in  our  food ;  and  therefore  never 
experienced  but  in  extremities. 

Ros  Maialis,  May-dew. 

This  is  what  falls  in  the  night,  and 
hangs  upon  the  grafs  next  morning 
an  fmall  drops.      It    is    extremely 
fubtile  and  penetrating,  from  a  vo- 
latile nitre  of  the  air,    with  which 
it  abounds.     Etmuller  fays,  in  di- 
geftion  it  will,  as  it  were,  ferment ; 
and  in  diftillation  afford  a  fpirit  of 
a  fulphureous  empyreumaticalfmell, 
and  that  the  refidue  will  fwell  and 
ferment  of  itfelf.     Several   people 
have  ftrange  notions  of  the  fubtility 
of  this,    and  have  flattered  them- 
felves   with  obtaining  from  it   an 
uniyerfal  diffolvent.     Johannes  Fa- 
ber  feems  to  take  great  pleafure  in 
contriving  an  inflammable  fpirit  to 
be   drawn  from   raimwater ;    and 
as  this  is  yet  of  a  more  volatile  na- 
ture, expectations  have  been  raifed 
of  doing  ftrange  feats  with  it.     But 
all  that  thefe  great  promifers  have 
hitherto  done,  is  not  worth  our  no- 
tice ;  fince  they  have  not  been  able 
to  preferve  to  us  one  medicine  out 
of    all    their     pretenfions.     Some 
ccuntry  people  have   learnt  a  v/ay 
of  mixing  it  with  powder  of  brim- 
ftone,  for  the  itch,  to  be  ufed  out- 
wardly ;    and  many  inftances  they 
give  of  its  fuccefs  in  fuch  cafes.     It 
lias    the  repute  too,     amongft  the 
women,  of  being  a  cofmetic. 

Acidul^.,  medicinal  waters. 

Thefe  have  been  taken  notice  of 
in  all  ages  and  countries,  and  have 
gone  thro'  various  opinions,  in  ac- 
counting for  their  virtues  and  ef- 


ficacies, according  as  the  humour 
of  philofophizing  has  happened  to 
run.  Helmont,  and  his  difciplesr 
have  ftrangely  fpiritualized  upon 
this  head,  as  on  moil  others ;  and 
talk  much  of  a  gas  and  aporrea 
of  the  earth  in  their  composition. 
But  we  muft  content  ourfelves  to 
keep  within  the  compafs  of  fen- 
fible  qualities,  and  pretend  to  know 
no  farther  than  they  will  conduct 
us :  And  thefe  we  are  pretty  well 
informed  of,  from  the  vifible  mix- 
ture of  mineral  matter,  which  me- 
dicinal waters  difcover.  Some  are 
very  needlefly  elaborate  in  the  di- 
ftinftions  of  fuch ;  we  fhall  there- 
fore confider  them  under  thefe  two 
diviflons  only,  of  purging  and 
chalybeate. 

There  is  fcarce  one  county  in 
England,  but  difcovers  the  purg- 
ing fprings.  Thofe  about  London 
are  chiefly  Epfom,  Dulwich,  Ac- 
ton, and  North-hall,  and  a  very 
famous  one  at  Kilburn.  This 
laft  is  almofl  as  pleafant  as 
fpring-water,  yet  fufficiently  effica- 
cious, and  peculiarly  adapted,  by 
means  of  the  fine  alcaline  earth  it 
holds,  to  remove  fuch  diforders  as 
proceed  from  acidities  in  the  firft  / 
paffages :  This  intention  it  more 
effectually  anfwers,  than  the  com- 
mon abforbents  of  the  fhops.  There 
are  many  others  of  inferior  note. 
They  all  agree  in  this,  that  they 
abound  with  a  fait  of  a  neutral  na- 
ture, which  they  take  up,  and  wafh 
along  with  them  in  their  paffages. 
This  is  not  only  manifeft  to  the 
tafte,  but  upon  evaporation  they 
leave  it  in  considerable  quantities 
behind.  It  is  not  of  moment 
enough  to  diftinguifh  the  feveral 
kinds  of  thefe  falts,  which  fome 
perfons  of  great  leifure  have  done. 
By  this  faline  mixture,  thefe  wa- 
ters greatly  deterge  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  and  carry  along  with  them 
by  ftool  a  great  deal  which  it  may 

be 
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be   beneficial  to  have  well  gotten 
rid   of.     They  do  often   therefore 
good  fervice  where  the  prima?  via? 
want  cleanfing;  but  this  is  to   be 
done  with    a   few   repetitions :    H 
perfons  go  on  longer,  (as  it  is  too 
cuftomary,  fome  thinking  tho  more 
they   FurSe>   tne  fart;her   they  are 
from  being  fick)  the  falts  will  too 
much   get  into  the  blood;    which 
by  their  groffnefs  will  gradually  be 
collected  in  quantity  enough  in  the 
capillaries   and  glands,  to  obitruct 
them,    and  occaiion  fevers  peffimi 
moris.     For  all  thofe  fevers  which 
come  after  long  purging,  efpecially 
after  the  waters,  are  of  the  worn: 
kind,  and  often  fatal.     Some  foften 
thefe  waters   by  boiling  up  enough 
of  milk  with  them  to  make  a  kind 
of  whey,    which   is    agreeable   to 
fome    tender   perfons,    who  might 
be  too  much  chilled  with  the  wa- 
ter raw.     Thefe,  do  great  fervice 
fometimes  in   fuch  colics  as  invert 
the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  intef- 
tines,    and,    as    people  commonly 
exprefs   it,    twift  the  guts;    where 
the  patient   can  walk  about,  cr  be 
kept  conveniently  in  an  erect  pof- 
ture :    For    their    weight   preffing 
downwards,      and    their    moifture 
foftening  and  relaxing  the  fibres, 
concur    to  promote   their    paffage 
quite  through,  wherein  confifts  the 
cure  in  fuch  cafes.      But  it  is  fup- 
pofed  here,    that   they  are  boiled 
with  fome  milk  ;  a  quart  of  water 
with  half  a  pint,  is  the  ufual  quan- 
tity :  For  that  much  contributes  to 
its  relaxing  quality. 

The  fait  obtained  from  thefe 
is  of  fervice  in  cathartic  infufions ; 
a  dram  in  an  infufion  of  fena, 
rhubarb,  and  fuch-like  things, 
helps  to  extract;  the  purgative  vir- 
tues the  better,  and  affift  their  ope- 
ration; but  this,  tartar,  does  as 
well. 

Of  thofe  waters  above-named, 
the  ftrength  is  much  the  fame;  if 
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there  be  any  difference,  thofe  of 
Dulwich  feem  to  be  the  quickeft 
in  operation.  They  are  all  of 
them  bell  at  the  well-head,  tho* 
they  are  ufed  in  town  fome  days 
after  they  are  taken  up.  For  by 
Handing  they  let  fall  fome  mineral 
particles,  which  feem  neceffary  in 
their  operation. 

Aqvm  FERRUGiNEiE,  fteel- 
waters.      Thefe    are     likewife   in, 
many  parts  of  England.     Thofe  of 
moft  note  are  of  Tunbridge,   Scar- 
borough,   Flampftead,   and  Ming- 
ton.     The  fmall  differences  of  mi- 
neral  mixture,    are  here    alfo  not 
worth   our  while  to  take  up  room 
about :    It  fufficeth,  that  it  is  out 
of  all   doubt  that  that  quality,  to 
which  they  owe  their  ufe  in  medici- 
cine,  is  received  from  iron  ;  for  of 
this  their  tafie,  and  what  they  let 
fall  upon  Handing,  as  well  as   the 
ruft  ^they   fur  the  borders  of  their 
fprings  with,    befides  the    known 
experiment   of  the   galls,    put  out 
of   all   difpute.        In    considering 
therefore  the  medicinal  efficacy  of 
thefe  waters,  we  are  to  regard  them 
as     iron   diffolved  in    an  aqueous 
menftruum ;  and  becaufe  that  mi- 
neral, with  the  many  preparations 
made  of  it,  will  prefently  come  in 
our  way  to  examine  in  this   light, 
we  mall  fay  the  lefs  here,  only  ob- 
ferving  what  is  neceffary  of  a  cha- 
lybeate medicine  in  this  form. 

There  is  perhaps  not  any  one 
alterative  of  greater  efficacy,  than 
thofe  from  this  mineral ;  and  yet 
with  how  little  care,  or  due 
confideration,  do  many  run  into  a 
courfe  of  the  waters  impregnated 
with  them  ?  for  they  are  not  of 
the  number  of  fuch  things  which 
may  be  ufed  in  wantonnefs  or  di- 
version; for  it  may  be  depended 
on,  whofoever  meddles  with  thefe, 
is  much  the  better  or  worfe  for 
them  afterwards.  Whofoever  takes 
iron  in  medicine,    if  it  paffes  the 
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firft  digeftions,  and  mixes  with  the 
blood,  will  find  it  to  warm  them, 
and  make  their  veins  full  and  tur- 
gid. In  plethoric  habits  there- 
fore, thefe  waters  are  to  be  forbid ; 
and  how  many  fevers  are  obferved 
after  drinking  them,  which  are 
manifeft  from  that  extreme,  as  alfo 
vertigoes, epilepfies,  and  apoplexies? 
For  raifing  the  blood  too  high, 
crouds  the  veflels,  and  makes  thofe 
in  the  brain  prefs  upon  the  convey- 
ances of  the  nervous  fluid  ;  where- 
by they  put  the  whole  fyftem  into 
diforder  and  occafion  the  forego- 
ing mifchiefs.  In  moft  young  per- 
fons  proper  evacuations  ought  to 
be  made  while  they  are  drinking, 
and  efpecially,  if,  as  with  many, 
they  render  them  more  coftive. 

To  fuch  as  by  long  illnefs,  or  any 
other  caufe  have  their  blood  ren- 
dered thin,  poor,  cold  and  watry, 
thefe  waters  will  give  wonderful 
afliftance.  In  a  chlorofis,  which 
is  commonly  called  the  green- 
ficknefs,  and  in  all  obftru&ions  of 
the  vifcera,  efpecially  of  the  kid- 
neys and  uterus,  they  do  great  fer- 
vice.  In  a  relaxed  tone  of  the 
ftomach  likewife,  from  crapula's, 
or  any  other  caufe,  they  greatly 
aftringe  the  fibres,  and  bring  them 
to  a  due  tenfity,  altho'  at  firft  their 
roughnefs  occafions  them  to  be 
thrown  up  again  by  vomit. 

Balnea,  baths. 
Of  thefe  we  have  two  kinds,  the 
hot  and  cold. 

Balnea  Calida,  or  Ther- 
ms, hot-baths.  The  chief  we 
have  of  this  kind  in  our  country, 
is  that  famous  one  near  Wells  in 
Somerfetfhire ;  another  there  is 
of  inferior  note  at  Buxton.  We 
mall  leave  it  to  naturaliils  and  phi- 
lofophers  to  account  for  the  pro- 
duction of  thefe  waters,  and  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  obferving,  that 
they  greatly  abound  with  a  mine- 
ral fulphur;  which  appears  beyond 


all  doubt,  from  its  turning  filver 
or  copper  blackiih.  The  Bath 
mud,  rubbed  upon  filver,  is  what 
the  gilders  ufe  to  gild  it  with  of 
a  gold  colour.  And  fome,  who 
have  been  fo  curious  as  to  boil  it  in 
oil,  affirm  it  to  have  made  a  good 
balfam  of  fulphur. 

From  the  principal  mineral  in- 
gredients then,  with  which  this  wa- 
ter is  impregnated,  we  may  pro- 
nounce it  a  foft  healing  fubaftrin- 
gent  balfamic.  We  add  fubaftrin- 
gent,  becaufe  we  never  meet  with 
fulphur,  even  in  the  fublimed 
flowers,  which  had  not  fome  por- 
tion of  fait  in  its  compofition  j 
which  when  boiled  in  oil,  as  in 
making  the  balfamum  fulphuris, 
fhoots  like  needles,  or  the  branches 
offal  ammoniac  :  So  that  it  is  very 
improbable  thefe  waters  fhould 
take  up  any  fulphur  in  their  fub- 
terraneous  current,  without  bring- 
ing alfo  fome  of  that  faline  part 
along  with  them,  which  it  is  never 
found  without  above  ground ;  and 
efpecially  when  we  confider,  how 
much  more  it  is  in  the  nature  of 
water  to  attract  and  join  with 
fuch  particles,  than  thofe  which 
are  purely  fulphurous. 

From  thefe  premifes,  we  are  very 
naturally  directed  to  the  cafes 
wherein  thefe  waters,  and  bathing 
in  them,  mull  be  of  fervice.  And 
firft  of  all  in  languors,  debility,  and 
any  wafte  of  the  conftitution,  that 
is  not  out  of  poffibility  of  repair, 
they  are  like  a  fomentation,  which 
both  fupplies  and  ftrengthens  the, 
parts  all  over  the  body  at  once, 
and  by  gently  fhaking  and  undu- 
lating the  fibres,  helps  forward 
thofe  animal  motions,  which  are 
ready  to  be  at  a  ftand.  In  old  pains 
and  aches,  which  have  been  the 
remains  of  nervous  diftempers : 
Arid  where  fome  particular  part 
continues  contracted,  or  has  any 
humours  fixed  upon  it,  which  it 
cannot 
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cannot  diflodge  ;  thefe  waters 
pumped  upon  fuch  parts  hot  from 
the  fpring,  do  more  towards  a 
cure,  than  all  the  compositions  of 
pharmacy.  General  bathing  in 
thefe  fprings  cannot  but  wonder- 
fully open  that  moll  infinite  num- 
ber of  fecretory  orifices  upon  the 
furface  of  the  fkin,  and  clear  the 
cutaneous  du&s  of  matter  which 
is  apt  to  flick  in  them  :  By  the 
aperture  of  which  fpiracula,  the 
fluids  of  the  whole  body  have  more 
room  to  flow,  and  proper  vents 
given  them  to  reek  out  a  great 
deal,  which  it  is  of  fervice  to  the 
ceconomy  to  get  rid  of.  Thus  are 
rheumatifms  of  many  kinds,  arthri- 
tic pains,  contracted  and  paralytic 
limbs,  with  all  the  deplorable  at- 
tendance of  aches  and  lamenefs, 
cured  by  what  is  more  a  pleafure 
and  enjoyment  than  a  medicine. 

Thefe  fulphur  fountains,  like- 
wife  inwardly  ufed,  to  amazement 
warm  and  ftrengthen  a  decayed 
ftomach,  efpecially  if  relaxed,  and 
almofl  worn  out  with  luxury  and 
debauch.  The  mofl  grievous  nau- 
feas  and  vomiting,  from  thefe 
caufes,  have  been  removed  by 
them.  For  they  both  foften  again 
with  proper  moiiture  the  fibres 
which  have  been  rendered  incapable 
to  vibrate  by  the  ufe  of  hot  burn- 
ing fpirituous  liquors,  and  at  the 
fame  time  draw  them  into  a  greater 
tenfity ;  as  a  cord  which  relaxes 
with  over-drying,  fills  up  and 
ftraitens  upon  the  contact  and  at- 
traction of  a  convenient  moifture. 
The  fmall  fhare  of  a  fine  fait,  which 
likewife  "attends,  and  is  as  it  were 
wrapped  up  in  the  particles  of  ful- 
phur, cannot  but  contribute  fome- 
what  in  reiloring  the  tone  of  fuch 
decayed  parts.  But  befides  the 
benefit  thefe  particularly  do  to  the 
ftomach,  they  alfo  carry  along  with 
them  into  the  moil  remote  receffes, 
a  balfamic  of  nature's  own  prepa- 
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ration ;  whereby  fuch  decays,  as 
we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  in  the 
ftomach,  or  in  any  of  the  vifcet% 
from  abfcefTes,  ulcerations,  or  an/ 
the  like  caufes,.  are  with  great  fuc- 
cefs  relieved.  And  particularly,  if 
they  be  of  the  kidneys  or  urinary 
pafiages ;  becaufe  they  wafh  thro* 
them  in  greater  plenty,  than  where 
they  come  only  by  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  circulation.  Indeed  the 
excellencies  of  thefe  fprings  deferve 
a  volume  to  do  them  juflice,  but 
we  have  room  here  only  for  fhort 
hints.  Such  as  defire  more,  may 
confult  Guidott,  Pierce's  Bath-me- 
moirs, and  Oliver  on  bath-waters. 

Balnea  Frigida,  cold-baths. 
Thefe  have  been  long  banifhed  out 
of  medicine,  and  hardly  heard  of 
during  the  ufurpation  of  monkiih. 
philofophy  and  enthufiailic  chemi- 
ftry.  The  ancients  had  them  in  the 
greateft  efteem  ;  and  by  good  luck 
fome  improvements  of  reafoning  ia 
phyficj  from  geometry  and  me- 
chanics, have  brought  them  into 
tolerable  good  countenance  again  : 
And  the  prefent  age  can  furnifh 
us  with  abundance  of  noble  cures 
performed  by  cold-bathing,  which, 
were  long,  in  vain,  attempted  by 
the  moil  efficacious  medicines. 
What  a  delightful  fight  is  it  to  a 
perfon  of  humanity  and  tendernefs 
towards  his  fellow -creatures,  to  fee 
the  number  of  crutches,  aud  other 
artificial  aids  of  a  cripple,  hang 
up,  as  certificates  of  the  benefit  fo 
many  poor  wretches  have  had  from 
the  bathing  only  in  cold-water,  in 
the  apartments,  where  thefe  fprings 
are  maintained  ? 

This  branch  of  the  means  of 
cure  comes  under  demonstration, 
both  as  to  the  manner  and  quantity 
of  its  efficacy,  as  much  as  any  thing 
in  the  whole  compafs  of  phyiic. 
The  gravitation  of  fluids,  the  pref- 
fure  of  its  atmofphere,  and  its  dif- 
ferences ;  and  that  of  water,  with 
E  its 
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its  different  weights  upon  any  given 
fufface  ;  come  into  caleulation~With 
as  mucheafe  and  plainnefs,  as  any 
thing  that  can  be  ftated  in  Common 
arithmetic.  And  the  alterations 
the  animal  fluids  are  fubje&ed  to, 
under  fuch  different  weights,  is  as 
eafy  to  apprehend.  For  the  theory 
of  this  affair,  the  reader  may  ftudy 
Dr.  Mead  de  irnperio  folis  ac  lunie, 
Wainwright  of  the  non  naturals, 
and  a  late  edition  of  San&orius's 
medic'ma  ftatica,  with  explanations. 
There  are  hardly  any  chronic 
difeafes  but  the  cold  bath  may  be 
made  ufe  of  to  advantage,  if  the 
conftitution  has  not  fomewhat  par- 
ticular that  forbids  its  ufe  ;  which 
are  chiefly  corpulency,  and  unfound 
vifcera.  In  very  fat  perfons,  the 
fibres  are  fo  fluffed  round,  and  as 
it  were  bolflered  up,  that  they 
have  not  room  to  vibrate  or  con- 
tract with  the  fudden  fqueeze  of 
the  bath  ;  Inftead  therefore  of  en- 
forcing their  fprings,  and  making 
off"  any  unneceflary  incumbrances, 
they  will  only  be  drained  to  no 
purpofe,  and  confequently  weaken- 
ed ;  for  wherefoever  an  effort  is 
made  to  remove  any  thing  by  an 
elaftic  body,  if  the  fiyft  exertion 
fails,  every  impetus  afterwards 
languishes;  andthefpring  is  fpoiled. 
And  in  unfound  vifcera,  or  where 
any  part  is  much  weaker  than  the 
reft,  fnch  an  additional  force,  as 
the  fudden  contraction  the  bath  gives 
to  the  folids,  will  prefs  the  fluids  on 
that  part,  very  much  to  its  damage ; 
which  may  Occafion  cither  the 
burfting  of  the  veflels,  or  promo- 
ting the  difcharge  of  fome  ill  hu- 
mours upon  that  part,  which  other- 
wife  might  drain  off  elfewhere. 


But  where  nothing  of  this  na- 
ture forbids  the  ufe  of  the  cold 
bath,  whatfoever  is  to  be  effecTed 
by  bracing  the  folids,  invigorating 
their  vibrations,  and  accelerating, 
the  blood's  motion,  is.  with  certain- 
ty to  be  had  from  hence.  All  dif- 
eafes therefore  from  a  fizy  blood, 
and  a  lentor  in  the  animal  juices,- 
if  the  elafticity  of  the  veffels  is  not 
worn  out  with,  age  or  debauches, 
will  find  relief  from  the  cold  bath. 
As  rheumatifms  of  the  moil  obfti- 
nate  kind,  hypochrondriacal  af- 
fections, and  debility,  from  too 
tender^  indulgent,  and  ina&ive 
ways  of  life.  Whatfoever  incon- 
veniences likewife  proceed  from  a 
bad  tranfpiration,  or  when  humours 
are  thrown  upon  the  furface,  which 
cannot  get  through,  but  ulcerate,' 
blotch  and  deform  the  fkin,  this  re- 
medy will  be  of  fervice  in.  For 
upon  immerfion,  the  whole  nervous 
fyftem  is  fo  Ihook,  that  the  very 
capillaries  feel  the  influence,  and 
the  minuteft  paflages  are  forced 
open  by  an  increafed  velocity  of 
the  circulating  fluids  ;  whereby 
the  fkin  will  be  cleared,  and  in- 
ftead of  entertaining  grofs  acrimo- 
nious humours,  tranfmit  only  the 
imperceptible  matter  of  perfpira- 
tion.  But  in  a  work  defigued  to 
improve  and  recommend  medicine, 
it  may  not  be  well  perhaps  to 
launch  out  too  far  in  commenda- 
tion of  cold  water ;  we  fhall  there- 
fore refer  for  more  information 
upon  this  head  to  the  learned  lette'S 
of  fir  John  Floyer  upon  the  cold 
bath  ;  and  what  in  late  editions  is 
annexed  thereunto  by  Dr,  Bar- 
nard, 
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Metals. 


Aurum 

Gold 

Statmum 

Tin 

Argentu?n 

Silver 

Mercurius 

Quickfilver 

Ferrum 

Iron 

Cinnabaris  nativa 

Native  cinftabaj; 

Cuprum 

Copper 

Antimonium 

Antimony 

Plumbum 

Lead 

Bifmutbwm 

Bifmuth. 
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Salts. 


Sal  commune 

Common  fait 

Alumen 

Alum 

Sal  gemma 

Sal  gem 

Sal ammoniacus 

Sal  ammoniac 

Nitrum 

Salt  petre 

Vitriolum 

Vitriol. 
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Chapter    II. 

Dijlribution  of  medicinal  Jimples,  according  to  their  fenfible 

qualities. 
Sect. 

I.  Acids. 
II.  Insipid  earthy  fab/lances,  capable  of  absorbing 

ACIDS. 

III.  Indissoluble  earths. 

IV.  Glutinous,  vegetable,  and  animal  fubftances. 
V.  Unctuous,  vegetable,  and  animal  fubjlances, 

VI.  Astringents. 

VII.  Sweets. 
VIII.  Acrids. 

IX.  Aromatics. 
X.  Bitters. 

XI.  Subjlances  of  compound  qualities. 
XII.  Simples  not  reducible  under  the  foregoing  heads. 


SECT.     I. 

Acids. 

?  native  •,  as  forrel,  juice  of  lemons,  bar- 
berries, and  other  fruits. 
produced  by  fermentation ;    as  vinegar 
and  tartar. 

Clafs  2.    Mineral :  the  acids  of  vitriol,  nitre,  and  common 

fait. 


H  E  medical  effeds  of  acids,  morrhagies,  and  promote  the  na- 

duly  diluted  and   exhibited  tural  fecretions ;  in  fome  kinds  of- 

th  proper  dofes,  are,  to  cool,  quench  fevers,    they   excite  a  copious  dia- 

thirft,   and  allay  inordinate  motions  phorefis,   where   the   warm    medi- 

of  the  blood.     By  thefe  qualities,  cines     called     alexipharmac,     tend 

in  hot    bilious-temperaments     and  rather  to  prevent  this  falutary  dif- 

inflammatory   diforders,    they   fre-  charge, 
quently  reftrain  immoderate    hae-  Vegetable 
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Vegetable  acids,  particularly  the 
native  juices  of  certain  plants  and 
fruits,  have  fome  degree  of  a  fa- 
ponaceous  quality;  by  means  of 
which  they  attenuate  or  diiTolve 
vifcid  phlegm,  and  deterge  the 
veffels ;  and  thus  prove  ferviceable 
in  fuadry  chronical  diforders.  In- 
veterate fcurvies  have  fometimes 
yielded  to  their  continued  ufe,  ef- 
pecialiv  when  given  in  conjunction 
with  medicines  of  the  acrid  or  pun- 
gent kind :  Experience  has  fhewn 
that  the  acrid  antifcorbutics  have 
much  better  effects  when  thus  ma- 
naged, than  when  exhibited  by 
themfelves ;  hence  in  the  fucci  fcor- 
butlci  of  our  difpenfatory,  feville 
orange  juice  is  ufefully  joined  to 
that  of  the  cochlearia  and  nafturtium* 

The  mineral  acids  inftantly  coa- 
gulate blood  :  The  vegetable  dilute 
it,  even  when  infpiflated  or  thick- 
ened by  heat ;  in  which  ftate,  wa- 
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tery  liquors  will  not  mingle  with 
it.  Hence  in  fome  fevers,  where 
water  runs  off  by  the  kidneys  al- 
moft  as  pale  and  infipid  as  it  was 
drunk,  vegetable  acids  foon  render 
the  urine  of  the  due  colour  and 
quality.  The  mineral  acids  (the 
fpirit  of  nitre  in  particular)  com- 
bined with  vinous  fpirits,  have  the 
fame  effed. 

Acids  of  every  kind  are  prejudi- 
cial in  cold,  pale,  phlegmatic  habits, 
where  the  veifels  are  lax,  the  cir- 
culation languid,  bile  deficient,  and 
the  power  of  digeftion  weak.  In 
thefe  cafes,  an  acid  is  often  gene- 
rated in  the  ftomach,  from  milk 
and  moft  vegetable  foods,  which, 
whilft  it  continues  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages,  occafions  uneafinefs  about 
the  ftomach,  flatulencies,  fometimes 
griping  pains  of  the  bowels,  vomit- 
ing, or  the  cholera  morbus. 


SECT.     II. 

Insipid  earths  capable  of  absorbing  acids. 

Oyfterfhells,  Chalk, 

Crabs  claws,  and  eyes  fo  called,  All  the  marles, 

Coral,  red  and  white,  Lime-ftones, 

Pearls,  Marbles, 

Eezoar,  &c.  Spars. 


THE  virtues  of  thefe  fub- 
ftances  are,  to  abforb  or  de- 
ftroy  acidities  in  the  firft  paffages, 
and  confequently  to  remove  fuch 
diforders  as  proceed  from  that 
caufe.  The  cordial  alexipharmac, 
antifebrile,  and  other  like  virtues 
attributed  to  thefe  medicines,  appear 
to  have  little  foundation ;  or  at 
beft,  are  only  fecondary  ones. 
When  united  with  the  acid,  they 
form  a  neutral  faline  compound, 
poffeffing  feme  degree  of  an  ape- 
rient and  detergent    quality,    tho' 


too  inconsiderable  to  be  in  general 
regarded. 

The  abforbent  earths  were 
ftrangers  to  medicine  till  the  time 
of  Helmont;  and  their  ufe  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  eftablifhed 
before  the  laft  century ;  when  fome 
practitioners,  from  an  opinion  that 
moft  kinds  of  difeafes  proceeded 
from  a  preternatural  acid,  introdu- 
ced a  great  variety  of  antacid  bo- 
dies, both  of  the  earthy  and  faline 
kind  ;  and  very  liberally  exhibited 
them  on  almoft  every  occafion, 

E  3  ft 
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It  is  certain  that  in  children,  and 
adults  of  a  weak  conftitution,  and 
whofe  food  is  chiefly  of  the  vege- 
table acefcent  kind,  fundry  difor- 
ders  are  occafioned  by  acidities ; 
thefe  readily  difcover  themfelves  by 
four  eructations,  the  pale  colour  of 
the  face,  and  in  children  by  the 
four  fmell  and  green  colour  of  the 
alvine  faeces,  which  are  fometimes 
fo  manifeftly  acid  as  to  raife  -  a 
flrong  effervefcence  with  alcaline 
falts.  In  thefe  cafes,  and  thefe 
only,  the  ufe  of  abforbent  earths 
is  indicated. 

If  there  are  really  no  acid  juices 
in  the  ventricle,  thefe  earths  are 
apt  to  concrete  with  the  mucous 
matter  ufually  lodged  there,  into 
hard  indiflbluble  manes;  which 
have  fometimes  been  thrown  up  by 
vomit  {¥..  Zwuelf.  Animadv.  in  Ph. 
Aug.  p.  66.  Mi/cell.  N'.  C.  dec.  2. 
Ann.  6.  Obf.  24.  A3.  N.  C.  vol. 
ii.  Obf.  139.)  or  found  in  the  fto- 
mach  upon  diffection  [V.  Hoffm. 
de  benign,  rented,  abufu.)'  Hence 
indigeftion,  lofs  of  appetite,  nau- 
feas,  vomiting,  obftructions  of  the 
bowels,  and  other  diforders.  Some- 
times the  ftomach  and  inteflines 
have  been  found  lined  with  a  cruft, 
as  it  were,  of  thefe  earthy  bodies, 
{V.  Albert.  Diff.  de  Atrophia,  fefi-. 
10.)  which  muft  not  only  have 
prevented  the  feparation  of  the 
gaftric  liquor,  but  likewife  clofed 
the  orifices  of  the  lacteal  veflels,  fo 
as  to  obftruct  the  paflage  of  the 
chyle  into  the  mafs  of  blood. 

Some  fuppofe  the  earthy  pow- 
ders capable  (without  the  concur- 
rence of  any  acid)  of  pafling  the  lac- 
teals  along  with  the  chyle ;  and  al- 
ledge,  in  fupport  of  this  opinion, 
that  when  triturated  with  water, 
they  are  in  part  taken  up,  and  car- 
ried with  it  through  a  filter  of  pa- 
per; the  filtrated  liquor  leaving, 
upon  evaporation,,  a  portion  of 
whitifh  earthy  matter.  This  ex- 
4 


periment,  (allowing  the  confe- 
quences  drawn  from  it  to  be  juft) 
is  itfelf  erroneous  :  The  refiduum 
proceeds  from  the  earth  naturally 
contained  in  the  water,  not  from 
that  employed  in  the  experiment ; 
for  if  pure  diftilled  water  be  made 
ufe  of,  it  will  leave  no  refiduum 
though  long  triturated,  or  digefted 
with  the  earth. 

All  thefe  bodies,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  animal  kind,  contain, 
befides  their  purely  alcaline  earth, 
a  portion  of  glutinous  matter.  An 
inftance  of  this  we  have  in  crabs 
eyes,  which  if  macerated  in  the 
weaker  acids,  or  the  ftronger,  fuf- 
ficiently  diluted  with  water ;  the 
earthy  part  will  be  diflblved,  and 
the  animal  glue  remain  in  form  of 
a  foft  tranfparent  mucilage.  The 
glutinous  fubftance  increafes  their 
tendency  to  concrete  in  the  fto- 
mach  ;  and  hence  thofe  which  con- 
tain leaft  thereof  (hould  be  prefer- 
red to  the  others.  The  mineral 
earths  contain  the  leaft  of  this  kind 
of  matter,  and  fome  of  them  are 
very  eafy  of  folution ;  chalk  for 
inftance ;  which  may  therefore  be 
given  more  liberally,  and  with 
greater  fafety  than  the  animal  ab- 
forbents.  Thefe  fubftances  divert- 
ed of  their  conglutinating  matter 
by  means  of  fire,  are  reduced  into 
acrimonious  calces  or  limes,  and 
thus  become  medicines  of  a  diffe- 
rent clafs. 

The  teeth,  bones,  hoofs  and 
horns  of  animals,  confift  of  the 
fame  principles  with  the  animal 
abforbents  above-mentioned,  but 
combined  in  different  proportions  : 
The  quantity  of  gelatinous  matter 
is  fo  large  as  to  defend  the  earthy 
part  from  the  action  of  weak  acids ; 
whilft  the  earth,  in  its  turn,  pro- 
tects the  gluten  from  being  diflblved 
by  watery  liquors.  Hence  thefe 
bodies  in  their  crude  ftate,  though 
recommended  as  poireflirig  fingular 
virtues, 


Sedl.  3. 


lndi[[olubk  Earths, 


virtues,   are  not  found  to  have  any 
virtue  at  all. 

Experiments  have  been  made  for 
determining  the  degree  of  folubility, 
or  comparative  ilrength  of  thefe 
earths ;  the  principal  of  which  may 
be  feen  in  page  5,  reduced  into 
the  form  of  tables.  Thefe  experi- 
ments do  not  fufficiently  afcertain 
the  point  intended  by  them  :  In 
the  firit  fett,  the  quantity  of  acid  is 
too  vague  and  undetermined :  In  the 
fecond,  we  are  not  told  whether 
the  acid  was  perfectly  faturated : 
And  in  both,  the  acids  made  ufe 
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of  were  fo  very  different  from  any 
that  can  be  fuppofed  ever  to  exiil 
in  the  human  body,  that  little  tan 
be  concluded  from  them  with  re- 
gard to  the  medical  effects  of  thefe 
abforbents.  Trial  fliould  have  been 
made  with  the  mild  vegetable  acids, 
as  the  juices  of  certain  fruits,  four 
fermented  liquors  ;  or  rather  with 
four  milk.  Neverthelefs  thefe  ta- 
bles, though  not  fo  perfect  as  could 
be  wifhed,  have  their  real  ufe  in  the 
hands  of  fuch  as  can  make  proper 
allowances. 


SECT.     III. 

Earths  not  dissoluble  in  acidsx  or  other  liquors, 

The  earths  of  this  kind  may  be  ranged  in  three  claffe  s : 

Oafs  1.  Hard  cryjialline  earths ;  As  the  ruby,  granate, 
emerald,  fapphire,  hyacinth,  and  other  precious  ftones  \ 
cryftal,   flint,  &c. 


TfESE  kinds  of  fubftanees 
were  introduced  into  medi- 
cine, and  many  fabulous  virtues 
attributed  to  them,  by  the  fuperfti- 
tion  of  the  earlier  ages.  Some  of 
them  are  ftill  preferved  in  foreign 
pharmacopoeias,  but  at  length  very 
juftly  expunged  from  ours,  not- 
withstanding what  fome  late  wri- 
ters of  repute  fpeak  of  their  medical 
virtue.  Thefe  indiffoluble  hard  bo- 
dies are  not  capable  of  producing 
any  other  effect,  than  by  their 
rigid  angular  particles,  (which  tho' 
levigated  with  the  utmoft  care,  the 
microfcope  ftill  difcovers  in  them) 
to  offend  or  wound  the  inteftines. 
In  levigation,  they  wear  off  fo 
much  from  the  hardeft  marble  inftru- 
ments,  as  will  equal  or  exceed  their 
own  weight :  From  this  circum- 
ftance  we  may  account  for  their 
having  foraetimes  appeared  to  act 


as  abforlents.  Some  of  thefe  ftones, 
expofed  to  a  vehement  fire,  be- 
come in  fome  .  meafure  friable  ; 
but  neverthelefs  remain  indiffolu- 
ble. -  Moll  of  the  coloured  ones 
by  this  treatment  lofe  their  colour ; 
and  in  this  ftate,  prove  nearly  of 
the  fame  quality  with  common 
cryftal  ;  fuch  are  the  fapphire, 
emerald,  amethyft,  and  cornelian. 
Others  melt  into  a  blackifh  vi- 
treous matter,  from  \yhich  a  por- 
tion of  iron  is  obtainable  by  pro- 
per fluxes ;  as  the  hyacinth  and 
granate.  GeofFroy  concludes  from 
hence,  that  thefe  ftones  really 
poffefs  fome  medical  virtues,  de- 
pending upon  their  metallic  part ; 
but  the  quantity  of  metallic  mat- 
ter, fufficient  to  give  them  a. 
confiderable  tinft,  is  almoft  in- 
finitely fmall,  and  fo  inclofed  in. 
a  ftony  matter  not  at  all  ibluble 
E  4'  bX. 
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by   any   of  the    known   menftrua,     Ability  of  its  acldng  in  the  human 
as    fcarce   to  admit  of    any   pof-     body. 

Oafs  2.  Softer  earths. 

Of  thefe  there  are  two  kinds  : 

1 .  Tough  and  flexible  :  not  alterable  in  quality  by  fire  :  As  the  talcs 

and  amianthus. 

2.  Brittle  ;  reducible  by  fire  into  a  ftate  of  du&ility  with  water  :  as 

gypfum,  and  the  ftones  from  which  pi  after  of  Paris  is  made. 


Thefe  earths  have  rarely  been 
made  ufe  of  as  medicines.  Some 
of  the  talky  ones,  from  their  unftu- 
ous  foftnefs  and  filver  hue,  ftand 
recommended  externally  as  cofme- 
tics ;  and  fome  of  the  gypfeous,  on 
little  better  foundation,    internally 


as  aftringents.  But  they  have  long 
been  defervedly  rejected  by  the 
judicious  practitioners.  They  feem 
to  pofiefs  the  ill  qualities  of  the 
alcaline  earths,  (concreting  with  the 
mucus  of  the  ftomach,  &c.)  with- 
out any  of  their  good  ones. 


Oafs  3.  Tenacious  adhajive  earths. 
Clays,   boles,  and  the  terrae  figillatae. 


Subftances  of  this  clafs  were 
highly  celebrated  by  the  ancients 
as  aftringents  and  alexipharmacs, 
and  fome  of  them  ftill  continue  in 
efteem  ;  though  it  is  certain  they 
have  no  great  claim  to  the  virtues 
that  have  been  attributed  to  them. 
Their  real  effefts  are,  to  give  a 
greater  degree  of  confiftency  to 
the  fluids  in  the  firft'pafiages,  and 
in  fome  meafure  defend  the  folids 
from  their  acrimony. 

Moft  of  thefe  bodies  contain, 
befides  the  tenacious  indifloluble 
earth,  which  is  their  prinapal  cha- 
racterise, ( 1 )  a  portion  of  an  earth 
foluble  in  acids,  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  firfl  fection ;  (?)  of  acid,  fe- 
parable  by  diftillation  in  a  ftrong 
fire  :  This  acid  is  always  of  the 
fame  nature  with  that  obtained 
from  vitriol,  fulphur,  and  alum  ;  (3) 
The  coloured  ones  contain  like- 
wife  fm all  quantities  of  iron,  re- 
ducible, by  inflammable  fluxes,  in- 
?.o   its  metallic   form.      In   conie- 


quence  of  the  firft  of  thefe  ingre- 
dients, thefe  earths  may  be  looked 
upon  in  fome  meafure  as  abfor- 
bent :  The  acid  appears  to  be 
united  with  a  part  of  the  abfor- 
bent  earth,  into  a  faline  compound 
approaching  to  an  aluminous  na- 
ture ;  whence  they  have  fome  de- 
gree of  aftringency  :  Whether  they 
receive  any  peculiar  virtue  from 
the  iron,  is  greatly  to  be  doubted  ; 
fince  it  is  in  a  very  crude  ftate, 
and  in  quantity  extremely  fmall. 

Thefe  earths  unite  with  water 
into  a  turbid  liquor,  flippery  and 
frnooth  to  the  touch,  and  remain 
for  fome  time  fufpended  ;  the 
fand,  grit,  or  other  grofler  matters 
which  are  often  found  naturally 
mingled  with  them,  fubfiding. 
They  may  be  freed  by  means  of 
acids  from  their  alcaline  earth  ; 
by  coflion  in  water,  from  their 
faline  matter ;  and  the  coloured 
ones  from  their  iron  by  digeftion 
in  aqua  regis,  the  only  menftruum 

we 


Se£t.  4.  Glutinous  vegetable,  &c. 


we  are  acquainted  with  that  will 
extract  the  ferrugineous  matter  of 
argillaceous  and  bolar  earths.  Thus 
purified,  they  have  all  nearly  the 
fame    appearance     and     qualities.- 
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Expofed  to  a  ftrong  fire,  they  lofe 
their  foft  glutinous  quality,  and 
are  reduced  into  hard  mattes  indif- 
foluble  as  at  firft. 


SECT.     IV. 

Glutinous,  vegetable,  and  animal  fubftances. 
Oafs  i.  Vegetable. 

Pure  gums :  Vegetables    abounding   with  mu- 
Tragacanth,  cilage : 

Senica,  Orchis  roots, 

The  gums   of  cherry,    plum,  Althasa  root, 

and  other  European  trees.  Quince  feeds,  &c. 


U  M  S  and  mucilages  are  glu- 
JJ  tinous  vegetable  productions, 
of  no  particular  tafte  or  fmell,  fo- 
luble  in  water,  but  not  in  vinous 
fpirits,  acids,  or  in  oils.  They 
differ  from  one  another,  only  in 
degree  of  tenacity  :  The  more  te- 
nacious are  called  gums  ;  thofe 
which  are  lefs  fo,  mucilages.  The 
firft  naturally  exude  from  certain 
trees  and  fhrubs  ;  the  latter  are  ex- 
tracted by  art.  Almoft  all  vege- 
table fubftances  contain  fome  por- 


tion of  thefe,  which  after  the  re- 
fmous  part  has  been  extracted  by 
fpirit,  may  be  feparated  from  the 
remaining  matter  by  means  of 
water. 

The  general  virtues  of  thefe 
kinds  of  fubftances  are,  to  thicken 
the  fluids,  and  defend  the  folids 
from  them,  when  grown  fharp  or 
corrofive.  Hence  their  ufe  in  a  thin 
acrimonious  ftate  of  the  juices,  and 
where  the  natural  mucus  of  the  in- 
terlines is  abraded. 


Clafs  2.  Animal. 


Moft  animal  fubftances  (the  fat 
excepted)  contain  a  vifcous  matter 
in  many  refpecls  fimilar  to  the  fore- 
going, and  capable  of  being  ex- 
tracted by  ftrong  coction  in  water. 

Animal  glues  andgellies  have  the 
general  qualities  of  the  vegetable 
gums  and  mucilages ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  former  are  more 
nutrimental,  and  apt  to  run  into  a 


putrid  Hate.  Confidered  as  the 
fubjecls  of  chemiftry,  the  difference 
betwixt  them  is  very  great :  Thofe 
of  the  animal  kind  are  changed  by 
fire  into  a  volatile  alcaline  fait,  and 
a  foetid  oil ;  the  vegetable  into  an 
acid  liquor,  and  a  very  minute  por- 
tion of  oily  matter,  confiderably 
lefs  foetid  than  the  former. 


SECT, 
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SECT.     V. 
Soft  unctuous  fubfiances. 

CJafs.  i.  Injipid  vegetable  oils  ;  and  fubfiances  abounding  with 
them,  as  almonds,  and  the  kernels  of  moft  fruits  •,  linfeed, 
and  the  medullary  part  of  fundry  other  feeds. 

Clafs  2.  Animal  fats-,  as  fpermaceti. 


Ndtuous  vegetables  unite  with 
water  by  trituration,  into  a 
milky  liquor :  and  give  out  their 
oil  upon  expreffion. — Thefe  kinds 
of  oils,  and  animal  fats,  diffolve 
not  in  any  menftruum  except  alca- 
line  ones  %  which  change  their  qua- 
lity, and  reduce  them  into  a  foap, 
diflbluble  in  water,  but  more  per- 
fectly in  vinous  fpirits :  From  this 
compound,  the  oil  may,  by  a  fkil- 
ful  addition  of  acids,  be  recovered 
in  a  purer  ftate  than  before,  and 
rendered  foluble,  like  eilential  oils, 
in  fpiritof  wine. 

The  medical  virtues  of  thefe  fub- 
fiances are,  to  obtund  acrimonious 
humours,  and  to  foften  and  relax 


the  folids  :  Hence  their  ufe  inter- 
nally, in  tickling  coughs,  heat  of 
urine,  pains  and  inflammations ;  and 
externally  in  tenfion  and  rigidity 
of  particular  parts.  The  milky 
folutions,  commonly  called  emul- 
iions,  though  much  lefs  emollient 
than  the  oils  themfelves,  or  animal 
fats,  have  this  advantage,  that  they 
may  be  given  in  acute  or  inflam- 
matory diflempers,  without  danger 
of  the  ill  confequences  which  the 
others  might  fometimes  produce : 
Fats  and  oils,  kept  in  a  degree  of 
heat  no  greater  than  that  of  the 
human  body,  foon  become  rancid 
and  acrimonious;  whilfl  emulfions 
tend  rather  to  grow  four. 


SECT.     VI. 

A.S  T  RING  E  N  T  S. 


Galls, 

Tormentil  root, 
Biilort  root, 

AStringent  fubfiances  are  di- 
flinguifhed  by  a  rough  auflere 
tafle ;  and  changing  folutions  of 
iron,  efpecially  thofe  made  in  the 
vitriolic  acid,  of  a  dark  purple  or 
black  colour. 

Aflringents  yield  their  virtues  by 
infufion  both  to  water  and  vinous 
fpirits,  generally  in  greateil  perfec- 
tion to  the  former.     Oils  extract 


Balauftines, 
Terra  japonica, 
Acacia,  &c. 

nothing  from  them.  Nor  do.  they 
give  over  any  of  their  virtue  in  di- 
itillation  :  Neverthelefs  their  allrin- 
gency  is  confiderably  abated  by 
evaporating  decoctions  of  them  to 
the  confidence  of  an  extract ;  and 
totally  defbroyed  by  long  keeping. 

The   medical    effects     of    thefe 

kinds   of  fubfiances    are,    to   con- 

flringe  the  fibres,  and  incraflate,  or 

lightly 


Sett.  7. 

lightly  thicken  the  juices, 
more  experienced  ufe  is  in  diforders 
proceeding  from  a  debility,  or  flac- 
cid ftate,  of  the  folids ;  in  haemor- 
rhagies,  from  a  thinnefs  of  the 
blood,  laxity  or  rupture  of  the 
veflels  ;  in  preternatural  difcharges 
of  other  kinds,  after  the  offending 
matter  has  been  duly  corrected  or 
evacuated  ;  and  externally,  in  folu- 
tions  of  continuity.  In  fome  cafes, 
they  produce  the  effects  of  aperi- 
ents ;  the  veffels,  conftringed  and 
flxengthened  by  them,  being  ena- 
bled to  protrude  the  circulating 
juices  with  greater  force. 

A  good  deal  of  caution  is  requi- 


Sweefs.  59 

Their  fite  in  the  exhibition  of  thefe  medi- 
cines, efpecially  thofe  of  the  more 
powerful 


kind.  In  plethoric  ha- 
bits, inveterate  obftructions,  criti- 
cal evacuations,  and  in  all  kinds  of 
fluxes  in  general  before  the  morbi- 
fic matter  has  been  expelled,  or 
where  there  is  any  ftricture  or  fpaf- 
modic  contraction  of  the  veflels  ; 
aftringents  prove  eminently  hurtful. 
Where  critical  dyfenteries  or  diar- 
rhoeas are  reftrained  by  ftyptics, 
the  acrimonious  matter,  now  con- 
fined in  the  inteftines.  corrodes  or 
inflames  them  ;  and  fometimes  oc- 
caflons  a  gangrene  of  the  parts. 


SECT.     VII. 


S  w 


E  E  T  S. 


Sugar, 
Honey, 

THE  vegetable  fweets  are  a 
very  numerous  tribe  ;  almoft 
every  plant  that  has  been  ex- 
amined, difcovering  in  fome  of 
its  parts,  a  faccharine  juice.  The 
bottoms  of  flowers,  and  moft  kinds 
of  feeds  and  grain  when  they  begin 
to  vegetate,  are  remarkably  fweet. 

Vegetable  fweets  are  extracted 
both  by  water  and  vinous  fpirits, 
moft  readily  by  the  firft,  but  in 
greateft  perfection  by  the  latter. 
Nothing  of  their  tafte  arifes  in  di- 
ilillation  with  either  of  thefe  li- 
quors :  Neverthelefs,  by  long  boil- 
ing with  water  they  become  fome- 
what  lefs  agreeable ;  but  are  not 
much  injured  by  being  treated  in 
the  fame  manner  with  rectified 
fpirit. 

The  purer  fweets,  as  fugar,  pro- 
mote the  union  of  diftilled  oils  with 
watery  liquors,  and  prevent  the 
feparation  of  the  butyraceous  part 
from    milk :     From    this    quality, 


Raifins, 
Liquorice,  &c. 

they  are  fuppofed  to  unite  the  unc- 
tuous part  of  the  food  with  the  ani- 
mal juices.  Hence  fome  have  con- 
cluded, that  they  increafe  fat: 
Others,  that  they  have  a  contrary 
effect,  by  preventing  the  feparation 
of  the  unctuous  matter  which  forms 
the  fat,  from  the  blood  :  And  others, 
that  they  render  the  juices  thicker 
and  more  fluggifh,  retard  the  circula  • 
tion  and  cuticular  excretion,  and 
thus  bring  on  a  variety  of  diforders. 
But  fweets  have  not  been  found 
to  produce  any  of  thefe  effects,  in 
any  remarkable  degree  :  Common 
experience  ftiews,  that  their  mode- 
rate, and  even  liberal,  ufe  is  at 
leaft  innocent ;  that  they  recon- 
cile, not  only  to  the  palate,  but 
the  ftomach  alfo,  fubftances  of 
themfelves  difguitful  to  both  ; 
and  thus  render  falutary  what 
would  otherwife  be  injurious  to  the 
body. 

The  unctuous  and  mucilaginous 
iweets, 
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fweets,  as  the  impure  fugars,  li- 
quorice, &c.  have  a  considerable 
degree  of  emollient  and  lubricat- 
ing virtue. Thofe  accompanied 

with   a  manifeft  acid,    as   in  the 


juices  of  moft  fweet  fruits,  are  re- 
markably relaxing  ;  and  if  taken 
immoderately,  occafibn  diarrhoeae 
and  dyfenteries,  which  fometimes 
have  proved  fatal. 


SECT.     VIII. 

Ac  RIDS. 

Crids  are  fubftances  of  a  pe-  it:  Chewed,  they  occasion   a  co- 

netrating  pungency,  without  pious   difeharge    of    fahva :     And 

any  peculiar  flavour .     Applied  to  fnufFed  up  the  nofe,  provoke  fneez- 

the  fkin,  they  inflame  or  exulcerate  ing. 

Thefe  fubftances,  confidered  as  the  fubje&s  of  pharmacy,  may  be  di- 
vided into  three  clafies, 

In  diftillation  with  water :  As  horfe  radifh, 
muftard,  fcurvy  grafs,  &c. 
yielding  their  acrimony    ^  2.  By  infufiononly  :  As  the  greater  celandine. 

Neither  to   infufion,    or  diftillation:    As 
arum  and  dracunculus. 


The  general  effects  of  acrid  me- 
dicines are,  to  Simulate  the  veflels, 
and  diflblve  tenacious  juices.  In 
cold  leucopblegmatic  habits,  ftag- 
nations  of  the  fluids,  and  where  the 
contractile  power  of  the  folids  is 
weak ;  they  prove  powerful  ex- 
pectorants, deobftruents,  diuretics 
and  emmenagogues ;  and  if  the 
■patient  is  kept  warm,  fudoriflcs. 
In  hot  bilious  conftitutions,  ple- 
thoric habit:,  inflammatory  di- 
stempers, where  there  is  already  a 
degree  of  irritation,  where  the 
juices  are  too  thin  and  acrimonious, 
or  the  vifcera  unfound  j  thefe  fti- 
mulating  medicines  prove  highly 
prejudicial,  and  never  fail  to  ag- 
gravate the  difeafe. 

Certain  acrid  fubftances  have 
been  lately  recommended  in  dry 
convulsive  afthmas :  Of  the  efficacy 


of  the  fquill  in  particular,  for  the- 
cure  of  this  diforder,  feveral  in- 
ftances  are  related  in  the  commer- 
cium  literarium  of  Norimberg  for 
the'  years  1737  and  1739.  It 
feems  probable,  that  not  the  afth- 
ma  itfelf,  but  a  particular  effecl  of 
it  was  removed  by  this  medicine. 
Jn  all  afthmas,  the  free  circulation 
of  the  blood  through  the  pulmo- 
nary veflels,  is  impeded ;  and 
hence,  during  every  paroxyfm,  the 
lungs  are  in  a  kind  of  cedematous 
ftate.  If  this  cedema,  becoming 
habitual,  remains  after  the  fit  is 
over,  it  is  either  perpetually  occa- 
sioning frefh  ones,  or  gives  rife  to 
a  dropfy  of  the  breaft.  Acrid  me- 
dicines, by  removing  the  cedema, 
remove  what  was  originally  an  ef- 
fort of  the  afthma,  and  in  time  a 
caufe  of  its  aggravation. 


SECT. 
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SECT.      IX. 

Aromatic  s. 


ARomatics  are  fubftances  of  a 
warm  pungent  tafte,  accom- 
panied with  a  ftrong  odour ;  as 
cloves,  cardamom  feeds,  cinnamon, 
nutmegs,  Sec.  Their  peculiar  qua- 
lities  reiide  in  a  volatile  oil,  ufually 
called  fjjentlal,  and  a  grolTer  refi- 
nous  fubftance  capable  of  being 
extracted  by  fpirit  of  wine.  The 
oil  poffeiles  the  odour  of  the  fub- 
ject,  and  often  its  pungency  and 
tafte  :  The  refin  contains  the  whole 
of  this  latter,  but  has  the  former 
in  a  lefs  degree. 

The  eflential  oils  and  refins  of 
vegetables,  at  firft  intimately  min- 
gled with  the  aqueous  and  muci- 
laginous juices,  feparate.  by  de- 
grees, and  are  collected  in  little 
membranous  veficles.  Thefe  are 
readily  difcovered  by  the  microf- 
cope,  in  the  rind  of  oranges  and 
lemons,  in  juniper  berries,  nutmegs, 
the  roots  of  elecampane,  mafter-- 
wort,  fpignel,  angelica,  fennel, 
florence  orris,  and  others ;  and  by 
the  naked  eye,  in  the  flowers  of 
St.  John's-wort,  and  the  leaves  of 
the  orange-tree.  In  the  bark  of 
the  pine,  fir,  larch,  and  fome  other 
tree,  thefe  veficles  are  extremely 
numerous  and  turgid  with  oil,  in- 
fomuch  as  (in  the  warmer  climates) 
frequently  to  burft,  and  difcharge 
their  contents  in  notable  quantity. 

Thefe  oils  confift  of  a  fubtile 
and  of  a  grofTer  part.  The  unc- 
tuous liquors  which  fpontaneoufly 
exude  from  different  trees  and 
fhrubs,  and  the  purer  oils  extracted 
from  aromatic  plants  by  art,  in- 
durate in  a  warm  air  into  a  folid 
refin,  with  remarkable  lofs  of  their 
fragrance.  Diftilled  with  pure 
fpirit,  the  more  fubtile  part  arifes, 


impregnating  the  liquid  with  the 
pungency  and  odour  of  the  oil } 
the  grofTer  matter,  whofe  quantity 
is  much  the  largeft,  remaining  be- 
hind :  This  reliduum,  by  repeat- 
ing the  operation  with  frelh  fpirit 
becomes  at  length  infipid  and  in- 
odorous. The  ieparation  may  al- 
fo  be  effected,  though  more  diffi- 
cultly, by  a  like  procedure  with 
water.  Water,  even  by  agitation, 
imbibes  fome  of  the  more  fragrant 
matter,  leaving  the  oil  weaker  and 
lefs  fragrant  than  before. 

The  quantity  of  this  fubtile 
matter  varies  in  different  oils :  as 
does  likewife  that  of  the  compound 
contained  in  different  fubjects. 
In  general,  the  lefs  oil  any  aro- 
matic vegetable  affords,  the  oil 
proves  proportionably  the  ftronger ; 
and  the  more,  the  weaker.  From 
cinnamon,  for  inftance,  we  obtain 
an  oil  very  fmall  in  quantity,  but 
extremely  pungent :  Whilft  cloves, 
a  fpice  much  more  pungent  than 
the  other,  yields  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  oil,    which   proves  in 

tafte  remarkably    milder. The 

greater  pungency,  as  Neuman  ob- 
ferves,  of  the  oil  of  cloves  ufually 
met  with,  is  adventitious :  The 
oil  genuinely  diftilled  from  this 
fpice,  is  very  mild  :  A  tin&ure 
made  in  rectified  fpirit  is  ex- 
tremely acrid,  and  probably  is  the 
fubftance  employed  for  giving  this 
quality  to  the  oil. 

The  virtues  of  all  aromatic  ve- 
getables are  extracted  by  vinous 
fpirits  ;  very  imperfectly  by  wa- 
tery liquors.  In  diftillation,  they 
arife  with  water  more  perfectly 
than  with  fpirit :  Some  give  over 
exceeding  little  to  pure  fpirit : 
2  Hence 
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hence  the  fpirituous  extraft  poflefles 
their  tafte  and  flavour  in  an  eminent 
degree :  whilft  the  watery  ones 
have  nothing  of  either. 

Aromatics,  considered  as  medi- 
cines, warm  the  ftomach,  and  by 


Part  I. 

degrees  the  whole  habit,  raife  the 
pulfe  and  quicken  the  circulation  : 
Hence  in  cold  languid  cafes,  they 
increafe  ftrength,  and  promote  the 
natural  fecretions. 


SECT.    X. 
Bitters. 


Gentian  root, 
Hops, 

Bitters  yield  their  virtue  both  to 
watery  and  fpirituous  men- 
ftrua  ;  fome  more  perfectly  to  one, 
and  others  to  the  other.  None  of 
the  fubftances  of  this  clafs  give 
over  any  thing  confiderable  of 
their  tafte  in  diftillation,  either  to 
water  or  to  fpirit ;  their  bitternefs 
remaining  entire,  and  frequently 
improved,  in  the  extracts.  Such  as 
are  accompanied  with  flavour,  as 
wormwood,  may  by  this  procefs  be 
reduced  into  Ample  flavourlefs  bit- 
ters. 

Thefe  fubftances  participate  of 
the  virtues  of  aftringents  and  aro- 
matics. Their  general  eftetts  are, 
to  conftringe  the  fibres  of  the  fto- 
mach and  inteftines,  to  warm  the 
habit,  attenuate  the  fluids,  fupply 
the  deficiency  of  bile,  and  promote 
the  natural  evacuations,  particu- 
larly of  fweat  and  urine.  In  weak- 
nefs  of  the  ftomach,  lofs  of  appe- 


Lefler  centaury, 
Carduus,  &c. 

tite,  indigeftion,  and  the  like  dis- 
orders, proceeding  from  a  laxity 
of  the  folids,  or  cold  fluggifh  indif- 
pofition  of  the  juices,  thefe  kinds 
of  medicines  do  good  fervice. 
Where  the  fibres  are  already  too 
tenfe  and  rigid,  where  there  is  any 
immoderate  heat  or  inflammation, 
bitters  very  fenfibly  increafe  the 
diftemper ;  and  if  their  ufe  is  con- 
tinued, communicate  it  to  the  kid- 
neys :  Hence  the  urine  becomes 
high  coloured,  fmall  in  quantity, 
and  at  length  fupprefled ;  a  dropfy 
foon  fucceeding:  If  the  kidneys 
were  before  fo  lax  as  to  remain 
now  uninjured,  yet  the  other  vifcera 
become  gradually  more  and  more 
rigid,  and  a  tabes  is  at  length  brought 
on. 

Bitter  fubftances  deftroy  infers, 
and  prevent  putrefadlion.  Hence 
they  are  recommended  as  anthel- 
mintic: and  externally  asantifeptics. 
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SECT.    XL 

fubfiances  in  which  two,  three,  or  more  of  the  foregoing 
qualities  are  conjoined : 


f  Aromatic  and  bitter 
As  ^  Aromatic  and  aliringent 

I  Aromatic,  bitter  and  aftringent 


f  lemon  peel 
in  <  cinnamon 
I  peruvian  bark. 


TH  E  feveral  taftes  (and  medi- 
cal virtues  depending  there- 
on) of  the  bodies  which  come  un- 
der this  head,  are  extracted  by  the 
fame  means  as  from  thofe  in  which 
they  are  lefs  compounded.  Thus 
the  aromatic  part  of  lemon  peel 
arifes    in    diflillation   with   water, 


whilft  the  bitter  remains  behind  in 
the  extract  :  The  aromatic  part  of 
bark  is  difiipated  by  long  coition 
in  water,  the  bitter  remaining  in 
the  extract  entire,  and  the  aiirin- 
gency  (as  a  ample  aftringent  would 
be  by  the  fame  treatment)  confider- 
ably  impaired. 


SECT.     XIL 

Subjlances  not  reducible  under  the  foregoing  heads, 

Clafs  i.  Metallic  and  mineral  bodies. 

Clafs  2.  Neutral' falls,  as  nitre,  common  fait,  &c. 

Clafs  3.  Opium,  hemlock,  &c. 

For  an  account  of  the  bodies  of  thefe  three  clafies,  we  refer  to  the 
feveral  articles  themfelves  in  the  fecond  book. 

Clafs  4.  Acrid  and  bitter  fubfiances,  which  generally  aft 
as  emetic  or  cathartic. 


Hellebore, 
Jalap, 
Ipecacoanha,  &c. 

Thefe  fubfiances  confift  of  a  re- 
finous  part,  in  which  the  purgative 
or  emetic  quality  refide ;  and  a 
gummy-faline  one,  which  acts 
chiefly  as  a  diuretic.  The  firil  is 
extracted  or  diflblved  by  vinous 
fpirits  ;  the  latter  by  water.  No- 
thing arifes  in  diflillation  from 
either. 

The  acrid  refins,  exhibited  by 
themfelves,   tenacioufly  adhere   to 


Colocynth, 
Scammony, 
Gamboge,  &c. 

the  coats  of  the  interlines,  by  their 
itimulating  power  irritate  and  in- 
flame them,  and  thus  produce  fun- 
dry  violent  diforders.  Hoffman 
relates,  that  he  has  fometimes  ob- 
ferved  convulfions,  and  a  paralyfis 
of  both  fides,  from  their  ufe. 

Thefe  inconveniencies  may  be 
prevented,  by  previoufly  triturat- 
ing them  with  fubfiances  capable 
of  dividing  their  tenacious  texture, 

and 
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and  preventing  their  adhefion  :  By 
this  means,  they  become  mild  and 
fafe,  operate  without  difturbance, 
and  at  the  fame  time  more  efFettu-' 
ally  anfwer  the  purpofes  intended 
by  them. 

Some  have  endeavoured  to  cor- 
rect the  ill  quality  of  the  refmous 
purgatives,  by  the  addition  of  acids 
and  aromatic  oils.  Acids  weaken 
their  power,  but  have  no  other 
effecT;  than  what  a  diminution  of 
the  dofe  would  equally  anfv/er. 
The  pungent  elfential  oils  may  ferve 
to  warm  the  ftomach,  make  the  me- 
dince  fit  eafier,  and  thus  prevent 
the  naufea,  which  fometimes  hap» 
pens ;  but  as  foon  as  the  refin  be- 
gins to  exert  itfelf  in  the  interlines, 
thefe  oils,  inftead  of  correcting,  in- 
creafe  its  virulence;  being  them- 
felves  apt  to  occafion  the  inconve- 
iiiencies  which  they  are  here  intend- 
ed to  prevent,  an  irritation  and  in- 
flammation of  the  bowels.  Alca- 
line  falts  or  foaps  have  a  better  ef- 
fecT: ;  as  they  difpofe  the  relin  to  fo» 
lution,  and  promote  its  operation. 

The  medicines  of  this  clafs  feem 
to  act  by  liquefying  the  juices,  and 
Simulating  the  coats  of  the  ftomach 
and  interlines.     If  the  irritation  is 


ilrong  and  fudden,  their  aftion  is 
quick  and  upwards :  If  flower, 
downwards  :  Cathartics  given  in  a 
liquid  form,  or  in  very  fenfible 
habits,  often  prove  emetic;  and 
emetics,  where  mucus  abounds, 
cathartic.  They  operate  more  vi- 
olently in  robuft  confcitutions,  than 
in  thofe  of  a  contrary  temperament ; 
the  veflels  being  in  the  former  more 
tenfe  and  rigid,  and  confequently 
lefs  capable  of  bearing  an  equal  de- 
gree of  irritation. 

The  action  of  thefe  medicines  is 
extended  beyond  the  primas  vise  : 
This  appears  evident  from  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  pulfe  which  always 
accompanies  their  operation  ;  and 
from  the  common  obfervation  of 
children  being  purged  by  the  milk, 
if  the  nurfe  has  taken  a  cathartic  : 
Some  of  them,  particularly  helle- 
bore, are  faid  to  purge,  if  only 
applied  externally  in  iifues.— Pur- 
gatives, even  of  the  more  power- 
ful kind,  exhibited  in  fuitable  fmall 
dofes,  in  conjunction  with  the 
milder  aperients,  may  be  introdu- 
ced into  the  habit,  fo  as  to  prove 
notable  deobftruents,  diuretics,  and 
diaphoretics,  without  acting  fenfi-r 
bly  by  ttool. 
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BOOK      II. 

Of  the  fever  al  articles  of  the  materia  mediea% 


BIES  [E~]  a  hies  corns  furfinn 
JpeSantibus  fi*ve  mas,  C.  B  _ 
.Thefilver  fir  —  Abies  tenuiorc 
folio  fruBu  decrfum  fyeffante.  Town. 
The  red  fir:  Their  wood,  tops, 
and  refin.  Thefe  are  large  ever- 
green trees,  frequent  in  the  northern 
climates  :  The  firft  is  faid  to  be 
found  wild  in  fome  parts  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  fecond  on  the  hills 
of  Scotland.  From  thefe  trees,  in 
different  parts  of  Germany,  the 
Strafburgh  turpentine  is  extracted, 
of  which  hereafter.  The  wood, 
and  the  fruit  or  cones  gathered 
about  the  end  of  autumn,  abound 
with  refinous  matter ;  and  yield,  in 
diftiliation  with  water,  an  effential 
oil  not  different  from  that  obtain- 
ed by  the  fame  means  from  tur- 
pentine. —The  wood  and  tops  of  the 
fir  trees,  en  account  of  their  refi- 
nous juice,  are  fometimes  employed 
in  decoctions  for  promoting  urine 
and  fweat,  purifying  the  blood  and 
juices,  cleanfing  and  healing  inter- 
nal ulcerations,  particularly  thofe 
of  the  urinary  palfages.  See  the 
article  Terebinthina. 

ABROTANUM  MAS  —  [£.] 
abroianum  mas  ^ngujiifoliurn  majus, 
C.  B.  Southernwood  ;  the  leaves. 
— This  is  a  fhrubby  plant,  clothed 
with  very  finely  divided  leaves,  of 
a  greyifn  green  colour:  The 
flowers,  which  are  very  (mail  and 
yellowifh,  hang  downwards,  feve- 
ral  together,    from  the  middle  of 


the  branches  to  the  top.  It  is  a 
native  of  the  warmer  countries  ;  in 
this  it  is  cultivated  in  gardens :  The 
leaves  fall  off  every  winter;  the 
roots  and  ftalks  abide  many  years. 
Southernwood  has  a  ftrong,  not 
very  difagreeable  fmell ;  and  a  nau- 
feous,  pungent,  bitter  tafte;  which 
is  totally  extracted  by  rectified  fpi- 
rit,  lefs  perfectly  by  watery  liquors. 
It  is  recommended  as  an  anthel- 
mintic ;  and,  incoldleucophlegma- 
tic  habits,  as  a  ftknulating,  deter- 
gent, aperient,  and  fudorific.  The 
prefent  practice  has  almoft  entirely 
confined  its  ufe  to  external  applica- 
tions :  The  leaves  are  frequently 
employed  in  difcutient  and  anti- 
feptic  fomentations :  and  fome- 
times  in  lotions  and  unguents  for 
cutaneous  eruptions  and  the  falling 
off  of  the  hair. 

ABROTANUM  FOEMINA— : 
[£.]  abrotamtm  fwmina  foliis  tere- 
tibus,  C.  B.  Lavender  cotton ; 
the  leaves.  This  plant  is  all  over 
white  and  hoary  :•'  The  leaves  are 
compofed  of  fmall  knobs  fet  in 
•rows  along  a  middle  rib ;  the 
flowers  ftand  upright' on  the  tops  of 
the  ftalks.  It  is  raifed  in  gardens, 
flowers  in  June  and  July,  andholds 
its  leaves  all  the  winter. 

The  abroianum  foemina  is  fuppof- 
ed  to  poffefs  the  fame  virtues  with 
the  mas ;  but  in  a  lefs  degree.  For 
external  purpofes,  the  medical  dif- 
ference betwixt  them  is  not  very 
F  great 
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great:  Hence  in  fomentations 
(which  is  the  principal  intention 
they  are  ufually  applied  to)  the 
college  allow  either  to  be  taken 
inftead  of  the  other.— The  abrofa- 
num  f&mina  is  recommended  by 
iome  in  hyfteric  and  other  female 
complaints :  it  has  been  cuftomary 
among  the  common  people  to  ufe 
a  decoclion  of  it  in  milk  againft 
worms. 

ABSINTHIUM  VULGARE 
\h.  E.^ — abjlntbium  vulgare  majus, 
y.  B.  Common  wormwood  ;  the 
leaves. — The  leaves  of  this  fort  of 
wormwood  are  divided  into  rpundifh 
fegments,  of  a  dull  green  colour 
above,  and  whitifh  underneath. 
It  grows  wild  in  feveral  parts  of 
England ;  about  London,  large 
quantities  are  cultivated  for  medi- 
cinal ufe :  It  flowers  in  June  and 
July ;  and  after  having  ripened  its 
feed,  dies  down  to  the  ground,  ex- 
cepting  a  tuft  of  the  lower  leaves, 
whiclTgenerally  abides  the  winter. 

Wormwood  is  a  ftrong  bitter; 
and  was  formerly  much  ufed  as 
facb,  againft  weaknefs  of  the  fto- 
rnacli,  and  the  like,  in  medicated 
'wines  and  ales.  At  prefent  it  is 
rarely  employed  in  theft  intentions, 
on  account  of  the  ill  reliih  and  of- 
fensive fmell  which  it  is  accompa- 
nied with.  Thefe  it  may  be  in 
part  freed  from  by  keeping,  and 
totally  by  long  co&ion,  the  bitter 
remaining  entire :  An  extract  made 
by  boiling  the  leaves  in  a  large 
quantity  of  water,  and  evaporating 
the  liquor  with  a  ftrong  fire,  proves 
a  bitter  fufficiently  grateful,  with- 
out any  difguftful  flavour. — An  oil 
diftilled  from  this  plant  is  kept  in 
the  fhops. 

ABSINTHIUM  MARITIMUM 
[£.]  abfmthium  marinum  album, 
Gerard.  Sea  wormwood,  com- 
monly, but  falfely,  called  Roman 
wormwood:  the  leaves  and  tops. 


The  leaves  of  fea  wormwood 
are  much  fmaller  than  thofe  of  the 
common,  and  hoary  on  the  upper 
fide,  as  well  as  the  lower;  the 
ftalks  alfo  are  hoary  all  over.  It 
grows  wild  about  our  fait  marines, 
and  in  feveral  parts  about  the  fea 
coafts. — In  tafte  and  fmell,  it  is 
weaker  and  lefs  unpleafant  than  the 
common  .wormwood  :  The  virtues 
of  both  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
fame  kind,  and  to  differ  only  in 
degree. — The  tops  enter  three  of 
our  diftilled  waters,  and  give  name 
to  a  conferve. 

ABSINTHIUM  ROMAN UM 
[is.]  abjtnthium  ponticum,  tenuifo~ 
Hum,  incanum  C.  B.  Roman  worm- 
wood ;  the  leaves  and  tops. 

This  fpecies  is  very  different  in 
appearance  from  the  two  forego- 
ing :  It  is  in  all  its  parts  fmaller 
than  either  ;  the  leaves  are  divided 
into  line  filaments,  and  hoary  all 
over ;  the  ftalks,  either  entirely  or 
in  part,  of  a  purplilh  hue.  It  is  a 
native  of  the  warmer  countries, 
and  at  prefent  difficultly  procurable  . 
in  this,  though  as  hardy  and  eafily 
raifed  as  any  of  the  other  forts. 
Sea  wormwood  has  long  fupplied 
its  place  in  the  markets,  and  been 
in  general  miftaken  for  it.— Roman 
wormwood  is  lefs  ungrateful  than 
either  of  the  others  :  Its  fmell  i» 
tolerably  pleafant ;  the  tafte,  tho' 
manifeftly  bitter,  fcarce  difagree- 
able1.  It  appears  to  be  the  mod 
eligible  of  the  three  as  a  ftomachic  ; 
and  is  likewife  recommended  by 
fome  in  dropfies. 

The  roots  of  all  the  wormwoods 
have  a  durable  warm  aromatic  tafte, 
without  any  thing  of  the  naufeous. 
bitternefs  of  the  other  parts ;  and 
hence  might  probably  be  employed  ■ 
for  anfwering  fome  ufeful  purpofes. 

ACACIA  [/,.  £.]  the  infpbTated 
juice  of  the  unripe  fruit  of  a  large 
prickly  tree,  called  by  Cafpar  Bau- 
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hine,     Acacia  fcliis  fcorpioidis  kgu- 
tninofr. 

This  juice  is  brought  to  us  from 
Egypt,  in  roandifh  maifes,  wrapt 
up  in  thin  bladders.  It  is  out- 
wardly of  a  deep  brown  colour,  in- 
clining to  black :  inwardly  of  a 
reddiih  or  yellowilh  brown ;  of  a 
firm  confidence,  but  not  very  dry. 
Jt  foon  foftens  in  the  mouth,  and 
difcovers  a  rough,  not  difagreeable 
tafte,  which  is  followed  by  afweet- 
ifh  relifn.  This  infpifiated  juice 
entirely  diflblves  in  watery  liquors; 
but  is  fcarce  fenfibly  acted  on  by 
reclined  fpirit. 

Acacia  is  a  mild  aftringent  me- 
dicine. The  Egyptians  exhibit  it 
in  fpitting  of  blood,  in  the  quantity 
of  a  dram,  diffoived  in  any  conve- 
nient liquor  ;  and  repeat  this  dofe 
occafionaliy  :  They  likewife  em- 
ploy it  in  collyria  for  ftrengthening 
the  eyes,  and  in  gargarifms  for 
quinfeys.  Among -us,  it  is  of  little 
other  ufe  than  as  an  ingredient  in 
mithridate  and  theriaca,  and  is 
rarely  met  with  in  the  fhops.  What 
is  ufually  fold  for  the  Egyptian 
acacia  is  the  infpifiated  juice  of  un- 
ripe floes :  This  is  harder,  heavier, 
of  a  darker  colour,  and  fomewhat 
iharper  tafte,  than  the  true  fort. 

ACANTHUS  —  acanthus  fati- 
rcus  <vel  mollis  Virgilii,  C.  B.  Brank- 
urfine ;  the  leaves.  —  This  is  a 
beautiful  plant,  growing  naturally 
in  Italy,  and  other  warm  cli- 
mates :  From  its  leaves,  the  in- 
dents took  the  patterns  of  their  fo- 
liage works.  All  the  parts  of  it 
have  a  foft  fweetiih  tafte, and  abound 
with  a  mucilaginous  juice  :  Its  vir- 
tues do  not  feem  to  differ  from 
thofe  of  mucilaginous  fubftances  in 
general. 

ACETOSA  [£.]  acetofa  ar<ven~ 
Jis,  C.  B.  Gxalis  vulgaris  folio 
longo,  J.  B.     Common  forrel ;  the 
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roots,  leaves,  and  feeds.  Sorrel 
grows  wild  in  fields  and  meadows 
throughout  England.  The  leaves 
have  a  reftringent  acid  tafte,  with- 
out any  fmell  or  particular  flavour  : 
Their  medical  effects  are,  to  cool, 
quench  thirft,  and  promote  the  uri- 
nary discharge :  A  decoction  of 
them  in  whey  affords  an  ufeful  and 
agreeable  drink  in  febrile  or  in- 
flammatory diforders ;  and  is 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Boer- 
haave  to  be  ufed  in  the  fpring  as 
one  of  the  moft  efficacious  ape- 
rients and  detergents.  Some  kinds 
of  fcurvies  have  yielded  to  the  con- 
tinued ufe  of  this  medicine  :  The 
Greenlanders,  who  are  very  fubject 
to  this  diftemper,  are  faid  to  em- 
ploy, with  good  fuccefs,  a  mix- 
ture of  the  juices  of  forrel  and 
of  fcurvy  grafs. — The  roots  of  this 
plant  have  a  bitter  aftringent  tafte, 
without  any  acidity :  They  are 
faid  to  be  deobftruent  and  diuretic  ; 
and  have  fometimes  had  a  place 
in  aperient  apozems,  to  which  they 
impart  a  reddifh  colour. — The  feeds 
are  fomewhat  aftringent,  without 
acidity  or  bitternefs :  They  are 
recommended  in  diarrhoeas  and  dyf- 
enteries,  but  have  long  been 
ftrangers  to  the  fhops. 

ACETOSELLA,  vide  Lujbxa. 

ACETUM  [L.  £.]  Vinegar  is 
an  acid  produced  from  fermented 
vinous  liquors  by  a  fecond  fermen- 
tation. Wine  vinegar  is  confider- 
ably  purer  than  that  prepared  from 
malt  liquors;  the  latter,  however 
acid  and  fine,  contains  a  large  por- 
tion of  a  vifcous  mucilaginous  fub- 
ftance ;  as  is  evident  from  the 
ropynefs  and  flimynefs  which  this 
kind  of  vinegar  is  very  much  fub- 
jecr.  to  :  the  ftronger  and  more  fpi- 
rituous  the  wine,  the  better  and 
ftronger  vinegar  it  yields.  The 
French  vinegars  faturate  above 
F  2  one 
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thirty-fifth  their  weight  of  fixt  fait ; 
and  feme  of  them  one  twelfth  ;  the 
beft  of  the  German  vinegars  little 
more  than  one  fortieth. 

Vinegar  is  a  medicine  of  excellent 
ufein  all  kinds  of  inflammatory  and 
putrid  diforders,  either  internal  or 
external :  In  ardent,  bilious  fevers, 
peftilential,  and  other  malignant  di- 
ftempers,  it  is  recommended  by 
Boerhaave  as  one  of  the  moil  cer- 
tain fudorifics :  (fee  the  feftion  of 
acids,  page  5Z.)  Weaknefs,  faint- 
ing, vomiting,  hyftcrical,  and  hy- 
pochondriacal complaints,  have 
been  frequently  relieved  by  vinegar 
applied  to  the  mouth  and  nofe,  or 
received  into  the  ftomach. 

ACORUS,    vide  Calamus  a- 

ROMATICUS. 

ADIANTHUM  VERUM — 
\E.~\  adianthum  folio  coriandri, 
C.  B.  True  maidenhair ;  the 
leaves.  This  is  a  low  evergreen 
herb,  and  one  of  thofe  which, 
from  the  flendernefs  of  their  ftalks, 
are  called  capillary.  It  is  a  native 
of  Italy,  and  the  fouthern  parts 
of  France  ;  from  whence  the  leaves 
are  brought  to  us.  Thefe  have  an 
agreeable,  but  very  weak,  fmell ; 
and  a  mucilaginous  fomewhat 
roughifh  tafte,  which  they  readily 
impart  to  boiling  water.  Maiden- 
hair has  been  greatly  celebrated  in 
diforders  of  the  breaft,  proceeding 
from  a  thinnefs  and  acrimony  of 
the  juices  ;  and  likewjfe  for  open- 
ing obftruclions  of  thevifcera,  and 
promoting  the  expectoration  of 
tough  phlegm.  But  modern  prac- 
tice pays  little  regard  to  it ;  nor  is 
it  often  to  be  met  with  in  the  fhops ; 
the  Trichomanps,  or  Englifo- 
waiden-bair, which  is  of  the  fame  qua- 
lity, generallyfupplying  its  place. 

AERUGO  [L.  E.)  Verdegris. 
This   is    a  preparation  of  copper, 


made  by  flratifying  copper  plates 
with  the  marc  or  preffings  of 
grapes:  In  a  few  days,  the  plates 
are  found  covered  with  a  pale  green 
downy  matter,  which  is  fcraped  off 
from  the  copper,  and  the  procefs 
again  repeated.  Verdegris,  as  it 
conies  to  us,  is  generally  mingled 
with  flalks  and  feeds  of  the  grape; 
Thefe  may  be  feparated,  in  pulve- 
rization, by  discontinuing  the  ope- 
ration as  loon  as  what  remains 
feems  to  be  almofl  entirely  com- 
poled  of  them.  Verdegris  is  rarely 
or  never  ufed  internally.  Some 
writers  greatly  extol  it  as  an  emetic 
and  fay,  that  a  grain  or  two  being 
taken,  adts  as  foon  as  received  into 
the  ftomach :  But  its  ufe  has  been 
too  often  followed  by  dangerous 
confequences.  (See  the  article 
Cutrum) — Verdegris  applied  ex- 
ternally, proves  a  gentle  efcharotic, 
and  ferves  to  take  down  fungous 
flefh  arifing  in  wounds. 

AGALLOCHUM  [£.]  feu  lig- 
num aloes.      Aloes   wood.      There 
have  been  different  conjectures  con- 
cerning this  plant,  but  no  fatisfac- 
tory  account  of  it  has  hitherto  ap- 
peared.    Authors   diftinguifh  feve- 
ral  forts   of  agallochum,    moll   of 
which   are    flrangers    to    Europe. 
That    which    comes   to    us    is   in 
little   hard  ponderous  pieces,  of  a 
yellowifh   brown  colour,    with  fe- 
veral   black  or  purplifh  veins.     It 
has  a  bitterifh  aromatic  tafte  ;  and 
a   fragrant  fmell,    efpecially  if  re- 
duced  to   powder,    or  fet  on  fire. . 
Diltilled  with   water,  it   affords  a 
very  fragrant  effential  oil,  but  in  l 
fmall  quantity:    Digefted in    refti-  ! 
fied    fpirit,    it    yields     an   elegant 
tinclure,  which  lofes  nothing  valu-  ! 
able   in  being   evaporated   to    the  \ 
confiftence    of  an   extract.     Agal-  fl 
lochum  is   at  prefent  of  very  little  j 
ufe  in  medicine,  and  rarely  to  be 
met    with    in     the    fhops :    If  if  J 
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could  be  eafdy  procured,  it  bids 
fair  to  be  a  very  ufeful  cordial; 
Hoffman  greatly  recommends  in 
this  intention  the  diftilled  oil  and 
ipirituous  tincture  ;  and  efteems  a 
mixture  of  this  laft  with  tincture  of 
fteel  an  excellent  corroborant. 

AGARICUS  [L.  £.]  agarhui 
jive  fungus  lands,  C.  B.  Agaric; 
a  fungus  growing  on  old  larch 
trees.  This  fungus  is  an  irregular 
fpongy  fubftance,  extremely  light, 
and  of  an  uniform  fnowy  white  - 
nefs  (except  the  cortical  part,  which 
is  ufually  taken  off  before  the  aga- 
ric is  brought  into  the  fhops.)  It 
cuts  freely,  without  difcovering  any 
hardnefs  or  grittinefs,  and  readily 
crumbles  betwixt  the  fingers  into 
a  powder.  Agaric  has  no  remark- 
able fmell :_  Its  tafte  is  at  firft 
fweetilh,  but  on  chewing  for  a 
little  while,  proves  acrid,  bitter 
and  naufeous.  It  was  formerly  in 
great  efteem  as  a  cathartic,  but 
the  prefent  practice  has  almoft  en- 
tirely rejected  its  ufe.  It  operates 
exceeding  (lowly,  infomuch  that 
fome  have  denied  it  to  have  any 
purgative  virtue  at  all:  Given  in 
fubftance,  it  almoft  always  occa- 
sions a  naufea,  not  unfrequentiy 
vomiting,  and  fometimes  excefhve 
tormina  of  the  bowels ;  thefe  ef- 
fects are  attributed  to  its  light  fa- 
rinaceous matter  adhering  to  the 
coats  of  the  interlines,  and  pro- 
ducing a  eonftant  irritation.  The 
beft  preparation  of  agaric  feems  to 
be  an  extract  made  with  water 
acuated  with  fixt  alcaiine  fait;  or 
with  vinegar  or  wine :  The  firft 
is  faid  by  Bolduc,  and  the  two 
latter  by  Neuman,  to  prove  effec- 
tual and  fafe  purgatives  Never- 
thelefs  this  is  at  befl  a  precarious 
medicine,  which  we  ftand  in  no 
manner  of  need  of;  hence  the 
college  have  juftly  rejected  it  from 
all  the  compofniens  which  it  fojv 


merly  had   a  place  in,  except  the 
mithridate  and  theriaca. 

AGARICUS  pedis  equini  facie, 
Tourn  Female  agaric,  called,  from 
its  being  very  eafily  inflammable, 
touchwood,  or  fpunk.  This  fun- 
gus is  frequently  met  with,  on  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  trees  in  England ; 
and  has  been  fometimes  brought 
into  the  fhops  mixt  with  the  true 
agaric  of  the  larch :  From  this  it 
is  eafily  diftinguifhable  by  its  greater 
weight,  dufky  colour,  and  muci- 
laginous tafte,  void  of  bitternefs. 
The  medullary  part  of  this  fungus, 
beat  foft,  and  applied  externally,' 
has  been  of  late  greatly  celebrated 
as  a  ffyptic,  and  faid  to  refirain 
not  only  venal  but  arterial  haemor- 
rhages, without  the  ufe  of  liga- 
ture. 

AGERATUM  —  [£.]  agera- 
turn  foliis  ferratis,  C.  B.  ptarmica 
lutea  fuaveolens,  Town.  Maud- 
lin; the  leaves.  This  is  a  flender 
plant,  clothed  all  over  with  narrow 
ferrated  leaves.  It  is  a  native  of 
Italy,  and  other  warm  countries : 
with  us,  it  is  raifed  in  gardens, 
and  flowers  in  July  andAuguft — 
Maudlin  has  a  light  agreeable 
fmell  ;  and  a  roughifh,  fomewhat 
warm  and  bitter  tafte.  Thefe  qua- 
lities point  out  its  ufe  in  cold  pi- 
tuitous'diforders,  and  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  tone  of  the  interlines  : 
Boerhaave  recommends  it  as  a  fu- 
dorific,  and  in  cold  fcurvies.  It 
has  long  been  a  ftranger  to  prac- 
tice. 

AQNUS  CASTUS  [£.]  agmes 
folio  non  ferrato,  J.  B.  The 
chafte  tree  ;  its  feeds. — This  is  a 
fmall  tree,  or  rather  ftirub,  grow- 
ing fpontaneoufly  in  Italy,  &c. 
and  raifed  with  us  in  gardens.  Its 
fruit,  which  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
pepper  corn,  contains  four  longifh 
feeds,  of  an  aromatic  fmell,  and 
F  3  an 
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an  acrid,  bitterifh.  tafte.  Thefe 
feeds  have  been,  celebrated  as  an- 
taphrodifiacs  ,•  but  experience  does 
not  warrant  their  having  any  fuch 
virtues.  The  opinion  of  their  pof- 
feiling  this  quality  feems  to  have  no 
other  foundation  than  the  ceremony 
©bferved  by  the  Grecian  matrons 
of  old,  of  ftrewing  the  loaves  in 
the  temples  at  the  celebration  of 
the  feafts  of  Ceres,  during  which 
a  Uriel:  continency  was  enjoined. 

AGRIMONIA  ['£.]  eupatorium 
*veterum  feu  agrimonia,  C.  B.  A- 
grimony  ;  the  leaves  —  This  is  a 
common  plant  in  hedges,  and  the 
borders  of  fields.  The  leaves  have 
an  herbaceous,  fomewhat  acrid, 
roughifh  tafte,  accompanied  with 
an  aromatic  flavour.  Agrimony  is 
aperient,  detergent,  and  ftrengthens 
the  tone  of  the  vifcera :  Hence  it 
proves  ferviceable  in  fcorbutic  dif- 
orders,  in  debility  and  laxity  of 
the  interlines,  &c.  Digefled  in 
whey,  it  affords  an  ufeful  diet- 
drink  for  the  fpring  feafon,  not  un- 
grateful  to  the  palate  or  ftomach. 

ALCANNA,  vide  Anchusa. 

ALCEA }  alcea  ^vulgaris  major, 
C.  B.  ma!<va  *uerbenaca  Gsrardii.  Ver- 
vain mallow.  This  is  eafily  diftin- 
guifhable  from  the  common  and 
marfh  mallow,  by  its  leaves  being 
jagged  or  cut  in  about  the  edges  : 
It  grows  in  hedges,  and  flowers 
greateft  part  of  the  fummer.  Al- 
cea agrees  in  quality  with  the  al- 
thjea  and  maxva  vulgaris  ; 
but  appears  to  be  lefs  mucilagi- 
nous than   either. 

ALCHIMILLA  —  [£.]  akhi- 
yqlla  •vulgaris,  C.  B.  Ladies  man- 
tle ;  the  leaves.  This  grow:,  wild 
jn  many  parts  of  England,  but  is 
ra-refy  met  with  about  London  : 
The  leaves  feern  as  if  plaited  or 


folded  together,  fo  as  to  have  given 
occafion  to  the  Englifh  name  of 
the  plant.  All  the  parts  of  alchi- 
milia  difcover  to  the  tafte  a  rough 
glutinous  quality;  and  hence  may 
be  of  fervice  in  diforders  proceed- 
ing from  a  laxity  of  the  folids,  and 
a  thin  acrimonious  ftate  of  the 
fluids.  This  herb  was  formerly 
much  elteemed  in  fome  female 
weaknefTes,  and  in  fluxes  of  the 
belly ;  as  alfo  for  conglutinating 
wounds  and  ulcers ;  at  prefent  it 
is  very  rarely  made  ufe  of. 

ALCIS  UNGULA  [£.]  Elks, 
hoof.  The  elk  is  a  large  animal 
of  the  flag  kind,  met  with  in  Muf- 
covy,  and  other  cold  countries. 
The  hoof  of  one  of  the  hinder  feet 
has  been  celebrated  againft  epilep- 
fies,  from  a  ridiculous  opinion  that 
the  elk  is  himfelf  fubject  to  dif- 
orders of  this  kind,  and  prevents 
or  removes  them  by  fcratching  his 
ear  with  his  hoof. 

ALSIMA,  videDoaoNicuM. 

ALKEKENGI  {E.}  planum, 
'vejicarium,  C.  B.  Winter  cherry  ; 
the  fruit.  This  is  a  low,  branched 
fhrub,  bearing  leaves  like  thofe  of 
nightfhade;  with  white  flowers, 
which  itand  Angle  at  the  joints. 
The  flower  cup  changes  into  a 
membranous  cover,  which  atlength 
burfts  and  difcovers  a  fruit  of  a  fine 
red  colour,  about  the  fize  of  a 
common  cherry  :  The  fruit  ripens 
in  October,  and  continues  frequent- 
ly to  the  middle  of  December. 
This  plant  grows  wild  in  fome 
parts  of  France,  Germany,  &c.  the 
elegance  and  latenefs  of  itb  fruit  ha^ 
gained  it  a  place  in  our  gardens. — 
Winter  cherries  are  faid  by  moft 
writers  to  be  extremely  bitter  ;  but, 
as  Elaller  jufllyobfervesj  the  cherry 
itfelf,    if  carefully  freed  from  the 
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cover  (which  is  intenfely  bitter,  has 
merely  a  fubacid  taite.  They  fiand 
highly  recommended  as  detergent, 
aperient,  diuretic,  and  for  expel- 
ling gravel :  Four,  five,  or  more 
of  the  cherries  are  directed  for  a 
dofe,  or  an  ounce  of  the  exprefied 
juice.  Mr.  Ray  tells  us  of  a  gouty 
perfon  who  was  cured  and  kept 
free  from  returns  of  his  diforder, 
by  taking  eight  of  thefe  cherries  at 
each  change  of  the  moon  ;  thefe 
occasioned  a  copious  difcharge  of 
extremely  foetid  urine. 

ALLIARIA  [£.]  he/peris  alli- 
um redolenty  Town.  Sauce  alone, 
or  jack  by  the  hedge  ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  frequent  in  hedges  andfhady 
wafte  places,  flowering  in  May  and 
June.  The  leaves  have  a  bitter 
acrid  tafte,  and,  when  rubbed  be- 
twixt the  fingers,  a  ftrong  fmell, 
approaching  to  that  of  garlic.  They 
are  efteemed  aperient  and  diuretic. 
Eorhaave  directs  the  ufe  of  this 
plant  in  difeafes  where  acidities 
abound,  in  cold  fcurvies  where 
there  is  no  tendency  to  putrefac- 
tion, and  in  pleurifies  where  there 
is  danger  of  a  gangrene.  Exter- 
nally, it  is  recommended  by  Hil- 
danus  in  mortifications  ;  by  Cho- 
mel,  in  cancerous  ulcers ;  and  by 
Boerhaave,  in  both :  The  latter 
reports,  that  in  thefe  cafes  he  has 
■frequently  experienced  its  good 
effects.  Hildanus  ufed  to  gather 
the  herb  for  thefe  purpofes  in  the 
fpring,  and  expofe  it  for  a  day  to 
the  action  of  a  dry  air  in  a  fhady 
place  :  Being  then  committed  to 
the  prefs,  it  yielded  a  juice  pof- 
fefTing  the  fmell  and  taite  ©f  the 
alliana  :  this,  he  informs  us,  with 
a  little  oil  on  the  furface,  keeps  in 
perfection  for  years. 

ALLIUM  ;  [L.  E.~\  allium  fa- 
t'foum,  C.  B.  Garlic;  the  roots. 
Thefe   roots   are  of  the    bulbous 
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kind,ofanirregularlyroundifhfhape, 
with  feveral  fibres  at  the  bottom  : 
Each  root  is  compofed  of  a  num- 
ber of  leffer  bulbs  called  cloves  of 
garlic,  inclofed  in  one  common 
membranous  coat,  and  eafily  fepa- 
rable  from  one  another.  All  the 
parts  of  this  plant,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  the  roots,  have  a  ftrong 
offenfive  fmell,  and  an  acrimonious 
almoft  cauflic  tafte.  The  root  ap- 
plied to  the  fkin  inflames  and  often 
exnlcerates  the  part :  The  fmell  is  . 
extremely  penetrating  and  difFu- 
five  ;  when  applied  to  the  feet,  the 
fcent  is  foon  difcoverable  in  the 
breath ;  taken  internally,  its  fmell 
is  communicated  to  the  urine,  or 
the  matter  of  an  iffue,  and  per- 
fpires  thro1  the  pores  of  the  fkin. 

Garlic  has  been  celebrated  by 
many  practical  writers  in  a  great 
variety  of  diforders  ;  whilft  ethers 
condemn  it  not  only  as  on  offen- 
five, but  likewife  as,  a  noxious 
plant.  It  is  certain  there  are  many 
cafes  in  which  garlic  proves  highly 
prejudicial ;  but  there  are  alfo  fe- 
veral in  which  it  is  of  great  utility. 
Its  real  eftefts  are,  to  warm  and 
Stimulate  the  folids,  and  to  diflblve 
tenacious  juices.  Hence  in  cold 
leucophlegmatic  habits,  it  proves 
a  powerful  expeclorant,  deobftruent, 
diuretic  and  emmenagogue  ;  and, 
if  the  patient  is  kept  warm,  a  not- 
able fudcrific.  In  humoral  afthmas, 
and  catarrhous  diforders  of  the 
breaft,  in  cold  fcurvies,  flatulent 
colics,  hyfkrical  and  other  difeafes 
proceeding  from  a  laxity  of  the  fo- 
lids, and  cold  fiuggifh  indifpofition 
of  the  fluids,  this  medicine  has  ge- 
nerally good  effects  :  It  has  like- 
wife  been  found  ferviceable  in 
fundry  hydropic  cafes :  Sydenham 
relates,  that  he  has  known  the 
dropfy  cured  by  the  ufe  of  garlic 
alone ;  he  recommends  it  chiefly 
as  a  warm  fLengthening  medicine 
in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe. 
F  4  Th£ 
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The  liberal  ufe  of  garlic,  is  apt 
to  occafion  headachs,  flatulencies, 
thirfl,  febrile  heats,  inflammatory 
diftempers,  and  fcmetimes  dis- 
charges of  blood  from  the  he- 
morrhoidal veffels.  In  hot  bilious 
coriilkutions,  where  there  is  already 
a  degree  of  irritation,  where  the 
juices  are  too  thin  and  acrimonious, 
or  the  vifcera  unfound  ;  this  flimu- 
lating  medicine  is  manifellly  im- 
proper, and  never  fails  to  aggra- 
vate the  diflernpcr. 

The  moil  commodious  form  for 
the  exhibition  of  garlic,  a  medi- 
cine to  mofl  fufhciently  unplea- 
fant,  is  that  of  a  bolus  or  pill. 
Infufions  in  fpirit,  wine,  vinegar, 
and  water,  although  containing 
the  wh  >le  of  its  virtues,  are  fo 
acrimonious  as  to  be  unfit  for  gene- 
ral ufe.  An  extract  made  from 
the  tincture  in  pure  fpii'it,  lofes  no- 
thing of  the  virtues  of  the  garlic 
by  the  treatment  neceflary  to  re- 
duce it  into  this  form  ;  whilil  the 
watery  infufions,  treated  in  the 
fame  manner,  are  almoil  entirely 
deprived  of  fmell  and  taile. 

In  cliRillation  with  water,  an  ef- 
fential  oil  a'rifes  of  an  extremely 
ilrcng  fmell  and  pungent  tafte. — A 
fyrup  and  oxymel  of  garlic  are 
kept  in  the  mops. 

Garlic  made  into  an  unguent 
with  oils,  &c.  and  applied  exter- 
nally, refolves  and  difcufles  cold 
tumors,  and  has  been  by  forne 
greatly  eSgemed  in  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes. 'it  has  likewiiefometimes  been 
employed  as  a  repellent :  Sydenham 
allures  us,  that  among  all  the  lub- 
ftances  which  occafion  a  derivation 
pr  revulfion  from  the  head,  nose 
operate  more  powerfully  than  gar- 
lic applied  to  the  foies  of  the  ftet : 
Hence  he  was  led  to  make  ufe  of 
it  in  the  .confluent  final  1  pox  ; 
about  the  eighth  day  after  the 
iface  began  tp  fyvel!,  the  root  cut 
jn  pieces,  and  tied  in  a  linen  cloth, 
W/:is  applied  to  the  foks,    and  re- 


newed once  a  day  till  all  danger 
was  Over. 

ALNUS  VULGARIS;  akus 
rotundifolia  glutinofa  <viridis,  C.  B. 
The  leaves  and  bark  of  the  alder 
tree.  Thefe  have  a  bitter  flyptic 
difagreeable  taile.  The  bark  is  re- 
commended by  fome  in  intermittent 
fevers;  and  a  decoction  of  it,  in 
gargarifms  for  inflammations  of 
the  tonfils. 

ALNUS  NIGRA  ;  [£.]  ahm 
nigra  baccifera,  J.  B.  The  black 
or  berry-bearing  alder,  is  common 
in  mofl  woods  in  divers  parts  of 
England.  The  internal  bark  of 
the  tiunc  or  root  of  the  tree, 
given  to  the  quantity  of  a  dram, 
purges  violently,  occafioning  gripes, 
naufea?,  and  vomiting.  Thefe 
may  be  in  good  meafure  prevented 
by  the  addition  of  aromatics ;  but 
as  we  have  plenty  of  fafer  and  lefs 
precarious  purgatives,  practitioners 
have  defervedly  rejected  this. 

ALOE  [L.  E.l  Aloes  is  the  iri- 
fpiflated  juice  of  certain  plants  of 
the  fame  name.  The  ancients  di- 
flinguifhed  two  forts  of  aloes;  the 
one  was  pure  and  of  a  yellowifti 
colour,  inclining  to  red,  refcmbling 
the  colour  of  a  liver,  and  thence 
named  hepatic ;  the  other  was  full 
of  impurities,  and  hence  fuppofed 
to  be  only  the  diofs  of  the  better 
kind.  At  prefent,  various  forts 
are  met  with  in  the  ihops ;  which 
are  diffinguifhed  either  from  the 
places,  from  the  fpecies  of  the 
plants,  or  from  fome  differences  in 
the  juices  themfelves.  Thefe  may 
be  ail  raneed  in  three  claflbs : 

(i)  ALOE  8OC0TORINA. 
Socotoiine  aloes,  brought  from  the 
ifland  Socotora  in  the  Indian  ocean, 
wrapt  in  fldns  ;  it  is  obtain 
ed  from  the  aloe  fuccotorir.a  anguf- 
ttfolia  fphnfu,  f.ore  purpurea,  Bre.yn. 
qf  ComvteLu  —  Tljis  fort   is    the 
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pureftof  the  three  :  it  is  of  a  gloify 
furface,  clear,  and  in  fome  degree 
pellucid;  in  the  lump,  of  a  yel- 
lowiih  red  colour,  with-  a  purple 
call;  when  reduced  to  powder,  of 
a  bright  golden  colour.  It  is  hard 
and  friable  in  the  winter,  fome- 
vvhat  pliable  in  Cummer,  and  grows 
foft  betwixt  the  fingers.  Its  tafte 
is  bitter,  accompanied  with  an 
aromatic  flavour,  but  infufficient  to 
prevent  its  being  difagreeable : 
The  fmell  is  not  very  unpleafant, 
and  fomewhat  refembles  that  of 
myrrh. 

(2)  ALOE  HEPATICA.  He- 
patic, Barbadoes,  China,  or  com- 
mon aloes ;  the  juice  of  the  aloe 
C.  B.  aloe  <vera  'vulgaris,  Munting. 
— Hepatic  aloes  is  not  fo  clear  and 
bright  as  the  foregoing  fort :  It  is 
alio  of  a  darker  colour,  more  com- 
pact texture,  and  for  the  moft 
part  dryer.  Its  fmell  is  much 
ftronger  and  more  difagreeable : 
The  tafte  intenfely  bitter  and  nau- 
feous,  with  little  or  nothing  of  the 
fine  aromatic  flavour  of  the  Soco- 
torine.  — The  beft  hepatic  aloes 
comes  from  Barbadoes  in  large 
gourd  fhells ;  an  inferior  fort  of  it 
(which  is  generally  foft  and  clam- 
my) is  brought  over  incaiks. 

(3)  ALOE  CABALL1NA.  Gui- 
nea, fetid,  caballine,  or horfe  aloes; 
the  produce  of  the  aloe  Gutnenjts 
caballina  <vulgari  Jimilis,  fed  lota 
tiiaculata,  Commelin.  —  This  fort  is 
eafily  diftinguiftted  from  both  the 
foregoing,  by  its  ftrong  rank  fmell ; 
although,  in  other  refpe&s,  it 
agrees  pretty  much  with  the  hepa- 
tic, and  is  not  unfrequently  fold  in 
its  Head.  Sometimes  the  caballine 
aloes  is  prepared  fo  pure  and  bright, 
as  not  to  be  diftinguiihable  by  the 
eye  even  from  the  Socotorine  ;  but 
its  offenfive  fmell,  which  it  cannot 
be  diverted  of,  readily  betrays  it. 

All  the  forts  of  aloes  diflblve  in 
pure  fpirit,  proof  fpirit,  and  proof 


fpirit  diluted  with  half  its  weight 
of  water;   the  impurities  only  be- 
ing   left.     They  diflblve   alio    by 
the  afliftance  of  heat  in  water  alone; 
but  as  the  liquor  grows  cold,    the 
reflnous  part  fubfides,  the  gummy 
remaining   united  with   the  water. 
The  hapatic  aloes  is  found  to  con- 
tain more  refln,  and  lefs  gum  than 
the  focotorine,    and  this   than  the 
caballine.     The   refms  of  all   the 
forts,    purified   by  fpirit   of  wine, 
have   little  fmell :    That  obtained 
from  the  focotorine  has  fcarce  any 
perceptible   tafte ;    that  of  the  he- 
patic, a  flight  bitteriih  reliih,  <md 
the  refln  of  the  caballine,    a  little 
more  of  the  aloetic  flavour.     The 
gummy  extracts  of  all  the  forts  are 
lefs    difagreeable   than   the    crude 
aloes :    The   extract  of  focotorine 
aloes  has  very  little  fmell,    and  is 
in  tafte  not  unpleafant ;  that  of  the 
hepatic  has  a  fomewhat    ftronger 
fmell,  but  is  rather  more  agreeable 
in  tafte  than   the  extract  of  the  fo- 
cotorine :  The  gum  of  the  cabal- 
line retains  a  considerable  fhare  of 
the  peculiar  rank  fmell  of  this  fort 
of  aides,    but  its  tafte  is  not  much 
more  unpleafant  than  that  of  the 
extra&s  made  from  the  two  other 
forts. 

Aloes  is  a  ftimulating  cathartic 
bitter  :  If  given  in  fo  large  a  dofe 
as  to  purge  effectually,  it  often  oc- 
caflons  an  irritation  about  the  anus, 
and  fometimes  a  difcharge  of 
blood.  Small  dofes  of  it  frequent- 
ly repeated,  not  only  cleanfe  the 
prims  vise,  but  likewife  attenuate 
and  diflblve  vifcid  juices  in  the 
remoter  parts,  warm  the  habit, 
quicken  the  circulation,  and  pro- 
mote the  uterine  and  hasmorrhoidal 
fluxes.  This  medicine  is  particu- 
larly ferviceable  in  perfons  of  a 
phlegmatic  temperament  and  fe- 
dentary  life,  and  where  the  fto- 
mach  is  opprefled  and  weakened : 
In  dry  bilious  habits,  aloes  proves 
injurious. 
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injurious,  immoderately  heating 
the  blood,  and  inflaming  the 
bowels. — This  juice  is  likewife, 
on  account  of  its  bitternefs,  fup- 
pofed  to  kill  worms,  either  taken 
internally,  or  applied  in  pi  aiders  to 
the  umbilical  region.  It  is  alfo 
celebrated  for  retraining  external 
hsemorrh  K;ie?j  cleanfing  and  heal- 
ing wounds>  and  ulcers. 

The  ancients  exhibited  aloes  in 
much  larger  dole;,  than  is  cuftomary 
atprefent.  Diofcorides  orders  half 
a  dram  or  a  dram  for  gently  loofen- 
ing  the  belly ;  and  three  drams 
when  intended  to  have  the  full  ef- 
fect of  a  cathartic.  But  modern 
practice  rarely  exceeds  a  fcruple, 
and  limits  the  greateft  dofe  to  two 
fcruples :  For  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  this  medicine,  ten  or  twelve 
grains  are  fuificient;  taken  in  thefe 
quantities,  itactsas  a  gentle  ffimu- 
lating  eccoprotic,  capable  of  re- 
moving, if  duly  continued,  very 
obftinate  obftructions. 

Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
purgative  virtue  of  aloes  refides  en- 
tirely in  its  t  refin;  but  experience 
has  fhewn,  that  the  pure  refin  has 
little  or  no  purgative  quality  ;  and 
that  the  gummy  part  feparated 
from  the  refmous,  acts  more  pow- 
erfully than  -crude  aloes.  If  the 
aloes  indeed  be  made  to  undergo 
long  co&ion  in  the  preparation  of 
the  gummy  extract,  its  cathartic 
power  will  <be  confiderably  lefTen- 
ed,  not  from  the  feparation  of  the 
refin,  but  from  an  alteration  made 
in  the  juice  itfelf  by  the  heat.  The 
ftrongefl  vegetable  cathartics  be- 
come mild  by  a  like  treatment., 
without  any  remarkable  feparation 
of  their  parts. — Socotorine  aloes, 
as  formerly  obferved,  contains 
more  gummy  matter  than  the  he- 
patic ;  and  hence  it  is  likewife 
found  to  purge  more,  and  with 
greater  irritation.  The  lirft  fort 
therefore  is  moft:  proper  where  a 
llimulus   is  required,    as   for  pro- 


moting or  exciting  the  menftruat 
flux  ■,  whilft  the  latter  is  better  cal- 
culated to  aft  as  a  common  purge. 
The  vulnerary  and  balfamic  virtues 
of  this  juice  refide  chiefly  in  the 
refin  ;  and  hence  the  hepatic  aloes, 
which  is  moft  refmous,  is  found 
moft  ferviceable  in  external  appli- 
cations. 

ALSJNE  [E.]  alfme  vulgaris 
Ji-ve  morfus  galiina,  y.  B.  Chick- 
weed.  This  plant  was  employed 
by  the  ancients  externally  againft 
erysipelatous,  and  other  inflamma- 
tory diforders.  Later  times  have 
given  it  internally  in  haimoptoes, 
as  a  reiterative  in  atrophies  and 
confumptions,  and  likewife  as  an 
antepileptic.  Some  recommend 
for  thefe  purpofes  the  exprelfed 
juice  to  be  taken  to  the  quantity  of 
an  ounce  ;  others  the  dryed  leaves, 
in  the  dofe  of  a  dram  ;  and  others 
a  water  difrilled  from  them.  But 
if  any  real  benefit  is  expected  from 
alfme,  it  ought  to  be  ufed  liberally 
as  food ;  though  even  then,  its  ef- 
fects would  not  be  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  more  approved  culinary 
herbs. 

ALTJL£A  [I.  E.]  althaa  Di- 
ofcoridis  et  Pliniit  C,  B.  Marfh- 
mallows  grows  wild  in  marfhes 
and  other  moifl  places,  in  feveral 
parts  of  England;  though  fre- 
quently cultivated    for    medicinal 

ufe  in   gardens. All  the   parts 

have  a  mucilaginous  tafte,  and 
abound  with  a  foft  glutinous  fub- 
ftance,  which  is  readily  extracted 
by  water :  The  mucilage  of  the 
roots  is  ftrongeft,  and  has  the 
greateft  body  :  and  hence  this  part 
is  generally  made  ufe  of  in  prefe- 
rence to  the  others.  This  plant 
has  the  general  virtues  of  an  emol- 
lient medicine  ;  and  proves  fervice- 
able in  a  thin  acrimonious  ftate  of 
the  juices,  and  where  the  natural 
mucus. 
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mucus  of  the  intefunes  is  abraded. 
It  is  chiefly  recommended  in  /harp 
defluxions  upon  the  lungs,  hoarfe- 
nefs,  dyfenteries,  and  likewife  in 
nephritic  and  calculous  complaints; 
not,  as  fome  have  fuppofed,  that 
this  medicine  has  any  peculiar 
power  of  difiblving  or  expelling 
the  calculus  :  but  as,  by  lubricat- 
ing and  relaxing  the  vefTels,  it  pro, 
cures  a  more  free  and  eafy  paffage. 
Althasa  root  is  ibmetimes  employed 
externally  for  foftening  and  matu- 
rating hard  tumours  :  chewed,  it 
is  faid  to  give  eafe  in  difficult  den- 
tition of  children. 

ALUMEN.  [L.  £.]  Alum  is  a 
fait  artificially  produced  from  cer- 
tain minerals,  by  calcining  and  ex- 
pofing  them  to  the  air  ;  after  which 
the  alum   is  elixated  by  means  of 
water.     The  largeft  quantities  are 
prepared    in   England,    Germany, 
and  Italy. — This  fait  is  of  a  white 
or  pale  red  colour,    of  an   auftere 
ftyptic  tafte,   accompanied  with  a 
naufecus  fweetifhnefs.     Jt  diflblves 
in  about  fourteen  times  its  weight 
of  water  j  and  concretes  again,  up- 
on duly   evaporating  the  foiution, 
into  femitranfparent  cryftals,  of  an 
oftogonal  figure.     Expofed  to  the 
fire,  it  eafily  melts,  bubbles  up  in 
blifters,    emits  a  copious   phlegm, 
and  then  turns  into  a  light  fpongy 
white     mafs,     confiderably     more 
acrid   than  the  alum  was  at  firft.: 
This    urged  with   a   ftronger  fire, 
yields  a  fmall  quantity  of  acid  fpi- 
rit,    fimilar  to  that  obtained  by  the 
fame  means  from  vitriol ;  the  part 
which  remains,  if  the  heat  has  been 
fufficiently    intenfe  and  long   con- 
tinued, is    an  infipid  white  earth, 
readily  foluble   in    every  kind  of 
acid.      Solutions  of    alum  coagu- 
late milk,  change  the  blue  colour 
of  vegetable  juices  into   a  red  or 
purple,     and   turn    an   infufion    of 
galls   turbid  and  whitifh,      Upon 


adding  fixt  alcaline  falts-  to  thefe 
folutions,  the  earth  of  the  alum  is 
precipitated,  its  acid  uniting  with 
the  aicali  into  a  neutral  faline  con- 
crete fimilar  to  vitriolated  tartar.— 
Alum  confidered  as   a  medicine  is 
a   very   powerful  aftringent ;    and 
as  fuch  is  common  in  external  ap- 
plications,    and   likewife   not   un- 
frequently  exhibited  internally  from, 
one  grain  to  fifteen  or  twenty,  and 
fometimes  more.     It  may  be  com- 
modioufly  exhibited  in  conjunction 
with  refmous  fubllances,  which  it 
readily  unites  with,  if  the  powder- 
ed fait  be  ftirred  into  the  refin  li- 
quefied :  The  refine  ufually  made 
choice  of  for  this  purpofe  is  dra- 
gons  blood.     Dr.  Thompfon,    in' 
the  Edinburgh  effays,  vouches  for 
the  good  effects  of  a  powder  com- 
pofed  of  equal  parts  of  thefe  ;  and 
affures  us,  that  he  had  never  found 
any  medicine,  though  he  had  tried 
feveral,    fo  much  to   be  depend- 
ed  on    in    uterine    haemorrhagies, 
whether  to  correct  the  too  frequent 
return  of  the  menfes,   or  their  too 
great  abundance,  to  flop  the  flood- 
ings  which  women  with  child  are 
fubjecl:  to,    or  moderate  the  flow 
of  the  lochia.     In  violent  bleed- 
ing,   he  gave  half  a  dram  every 
half  hour,  and  feldom  failed  to  flop 
the  difcharge  before  three  or  four 
drams  had  been  taken.     The  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  medicine  in  thefe  dis- 
orders induced  him  to  prefcribe  it 
in   the   fluor   albus  ;    and  in   this 
likewife  it  had  excellent  efFedls. — - 
Allum   is  beft    exhibited  in  {mzll 
dofes  frequently  repeated  :  In  large 
ones   it    naufeates     the    itomach.; 
proves   on   firft  taking   it,    pi  rga- 
tive ;  and  leaves  afterwards  violent 
conftipations  of  the  bowels. 

AMARACUS,  vide  Major  ana. 

AMBRAGRISEA.  [L.  £.]  Am- 
bergris is  a  bituminous  fubflance  of 
a  greyifh 
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a  greyifh  or  a(h  colour,  intermin- 
gled with  yellowifh  and  blackifh 
fpecks  or  veins :  it  is  ufually  met 
with  in  little  opake  rugged  maffes, 
very  light,  of  a  loofe  texture,  fri- 
able in  a  certain  degree  like  wax  ; 
they  break  rough  and  uneven,  and 
not  unfrequently  contain  pieces  of 
(hells,  bones  of  fifties,  and  other 
like  matters.  This  concrete  is 
found  floating  on  the  furface  of 
the  fea,  or  thrown  out  upon  the 
(hares:  the  greateft  quantities  are 
met  with  in  the  Indian  ocean;  pieces 
have  likewiie  been  now  and  then 
difcovered  in  our  own  and  other 
northern  feas.  Pure  ambergris  foft- 
ens  betwixt  the  fingers ;  melts  in  a 
fmall  degree  of  heat  into  the  ap- 
pearance of  oil,  and  in  a  ftronger 
proves  almoft  totally  volatile.  Warm- 
ed a  little,  it  emits  a  peculiar  fra- 
grant fmell ;  fet  on  fire,  it  fmells 
like  burning  amber.  It  totally  dif- 
folves  in  fpirit  of  wine,  and  elTen- 
tial  oils ;  but  not  in  expreffed  oils 
or  in  water.  Ambergris  is  in  ge- 
neral the  moft  agreeable  of  the 
perfumes,  and  rarely  accompanied 
with  the  inconveniences  which  other 
fubfbnces  of  this  clafs  frequently 
occafion.  It  is  looked  upon  as  an 
high  cordial,  and  efteemed  of  great 
fervice  in  all  diforders  of  the  head, 
and  in  nervous  complaints  :  a  folu- 
tion  of  it  in  a  fpirit  difhlled  from 
rofes,  (lands  recommended  by  Hoff- 
man as  one  of  the  moft  efficacious 
corroborants  of  the  nervous  fyftem. 
The  orientals  entertain  an  high 
opinion  of  the  aphrodiiiac  virtues 
of  this  concrete  ;  and  likewife  fup- 
pofe  that  the  frequent  uie  oi  ic 
conduces  to  long  life. 

AMMEOS  VERI  [E]  femen; 
ammeos  odore  origani,  'J.  B.  The 
feeds  of  the  true  am  mi  or  bifhops 
weed,  brought  from  Egypt.  Thefe 
are  fmall  ftriated  feeds,  of  a  reddilh 
brown    colour,    a    warm   pungent 


tafle,  a.nd  a  pleafant  fmell  approach- 
ing to  that  of  origanum.  They 
are  recommended  as  ftomachic,  car- 
minative, and  diuretic,  but  have 
long  been  ftrangers  to  the  (hops : 
their  place  has  been  generally  fup- 
plied  by  the  feeds  of  a  plant  com- 
mon in  our  own  country,  though 
not  a  native  of  it,  viz. 
.  AMMI  VULGARE,  [L.  £.] 
avimi  •vzclgare  majus,  latiorrbus  foliis 
femine  minus  odorato,  j.  B.  Com- 
mon bifhops  weed.  The  feeds  of 
this  plant  are  fomewhat  larger  and 
paler  coloured  than  the  foregoing  : 
their  fmell  and  tafte  is  weaker,  and 
without  any  thing  of  the  origanum 
flavour  of  the  true  ammi.  They 
are  ranked  among  the  four  leffer 
hot  feeds,  but  are  fcarce  otherwife 
made  ufe  of  than  as  an  ingredient 
in  the  theriaca. 

AMMONIACUM  GUMMI, 
[L.  £.]  Ammoniacum  is  a  concrete 
gummy  refinous  juice,  brought  from 
the  Eaft  Indies,  ufually  in  large 
mafies,  compofed  of  little  lumps 
or  tears,  of  a  milky  colour,  but 
foon  charging,  upon  being  expofed 
to  the  air,  of  a  yellowifh  hue.  We 
have  no  certain  account  of  the 
plant  which  affords  this  juice  ;  the 
feeds  ufually  found  among  the  tears, 
refemble  thofe  of  the  umbelliferous 
clafs.  Such  tears  as  are  large,  dry, 
free  from  little  Hones,  feeds,  or 
other  impurities,  fhould  be  picked 
out  and  preferred  for  internal  ufe  : 
the  coarfer  kind  is  purified  by  fo- 
lution  and  colature,  and  then  care- 
fully infpiffating  it  ;  unlefs  this  be 
artfully  managed,  the  gum  will  lofe 
a  confiderable  deal  of  its  effential 
oil :  the  ftrained  gum  of  the  (hops 
is  a  grievous  abufe,  being  a  com- 
pofition  of  ingredients  much  inferior 
in  virtue.  Ammoniacum  has  a  nau- 
feous  fvveet  tafte,  followed  by  a 
bitter  one  ;  and  a  peculiar  fmell 
fomewhat  like  that  of  galbanum, 
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but  more  grateful ;  it  fofcens  in  the 
mouth,  and  grows  of  a  whiter  co- 
lour upon  being  chewed.  Thrown 
upon  live  coals,  it  burns  away  in 
flame :  it  is  in  fome  meafure  foluble 
in  water  and  in  vinegar,  with  which 
it  aHumes  the  appearance  of  milk  ; 
but  the  refinous  part,  amounting  to 
about  one  half,  fub fides  on  ftanding. 
Ammoniacum  is  an  ufeful  deob- 
ilruent ;  and  frequently  prefcribed 
for  opening  obflrudtions  of  the  ab- 
dominal vifcera,  and  in  hyfterical 
diforders  occaiioned  by  a  deficiency 
of  the  menfbrual  evacuations.  Jt 
likewife  deterges  the  pulmonary  vef- 
fels,  and  proves  of  coniiderable  fer- 
vice  in  fome  kinds  of  a'thmas,  where 
the  lungs  are  eppreffed  by  vifcid 
phlegm  :  in  this  intention,  a  folu- 
tion  of  gum  ammoniac  in  vinegar  of 
fquills  proves  a  medicine  of  great 
ethcacy.  In  long  and  obflinate 
colics  proceeding  from  vifcid  mat- 
ter lodged  in  the  inteftines,  this 
;ummy  refin    has  often   produced    Jlfon     quod   amomum   ojficinis   nofiris, 
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only  three  feeds.  Ten  or  twelve 
of  thefe  fruits  grow  together  in  a 
duller,  and  adhere,  without  any 
pedicle,  to  a  woody  ftalk  about  nn 
inch  long  :  each  fingle  fruit  is  fur- 
rounded  by  fix  leaves,  in  form  of 
a  cup ;  and  the  part  of  the  ftalk 
void  of  fruit  is  clothed  with  leafy 
fcales.  The  hufks,  leaves,  and 
items  have  a  light  grateful  fmell, 
and  a  moderately  warm  aromatic 
talte  :  the  feeds  freed  from  the 
hulks,  are  in  both  refpefts  much 
itronger  ;  their  fmell  is  quick  and 
penetrating,  their  talte  pungent,  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  camphor. 
Notwithstanding  amomum  is  an  ele- 
gant aromatic,  it  has  long  been  a 
ltranger  to  the  fhops :  it  is  directed 
as  an  ingredient  in  the  theriaca  : 
the  college  of  Edinburgh,  fubfiitute 
to  it  cloves  ;  that  of  London,  the 
feeds  of  a  plant  of  our  own  growth, 
called 
AMOMUM  VULGARE  [L.  E.] 


happy  effects,  after  purges  and  the 
common  carminatives  had  been  ufed 
in  vain.  Ammoniacum  is  molt 
commodioufly  exhibited  in  the  form 
of  pills :  about  a  fcruple  may  be 
given  every  night  or  oftner.  Ex- 
ternally it  foftens  and  ripens  hard 
tumours  :  a  folution  of  it  in  vinegar 
ftands  recommended  by  fome  for 
refolving  even  fchirrhous  fwellings. 

AMOMI  VERI  femen  [L.  £.] 
amo?ni  racemojl,  €.  B.  The  feeds  of 
the  true  amomum  brought  from  the 
Earl  Indies.  The  true  amomum  is 
a  round  fruit,  about  the  fize  of  a 
middling  grape ;  containing  under 
a  membranous  cover,  a  number  of 
fmall  rough  angular  feeds,  of  a 
blackifh  brown  colour  on  the  out- 
fide,  and  whitifn  within  :  the  feeds 
are  lodged  in  three  diftinct:  cells  ; 
thofe  in  each  cell  are  joined  clofely 
together,  fo  as  that  the  fruit  upon 
being  opened,    appears  to  contain 


C.  B.  Simn  aromaticum,  Tcurn. 
The  feeds  of  the  common  amomum 
(or  bailard  ftone  parfley)  are  very 
different  in  their  appearance  and 
manner  of  growth  from  the  fore- 
going  :  they  ftand  in  form  of  um- 
bels, and  are  joined  two  together 
without  any  common  covering ; 
they  are  fmall,  flriated,  of  an  oval 
figure,  and  brown  colour.  Their 
tafte  is  warm  and  aromatic,  but 
considerably  different  from  that  of 
the  amomum  verum,  and  much 
weaker.  Water  extracts  little  of 
their  flavour  by  infufion,  but  ele- 
vate; the  whole  in  diitillation ;  rec- 
tified fpirit  extracts  the  whole,  but 
elevates  very  little  :  hence  the  wa- 
tery extract  has  no  talte  or  fmell  of 
the  feeds ;  whillt  the  fpirituous  pof- 
fefTes  their  flavour  in  great  perfec- 
tion. It  is  obfervable  that  the 
tincture  drawn  from  them  with  pure 
fpirit  is  of  a  beautiful  green  co- 
lour.    Thefe  feeds  have  been  -re- 

com- 
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commended  as  carminative,  ape- 
rient, diuretic  and  emmenagogue  : 
but  they  are  atprefent  little  regard- 
ed in  practice. 

AMYGDALA  AMAR.£  et 
DULCES ;  [L.  E.'\  Sweet  and 
bitter  almonds.  The  almond  is 
a  flattifh  kernel,  of  a  white  colour, 
covered  with  a  thin  brownifh  ftin ; 
of  a  foft  fweet  tafte;  or  a  difagree- 
able  bitter  one.  The  flcins  of  both 
forts  are  unpleafant,  and  covered 
with  an  acrid  powdery  fubftance : 
they  are  very  apt  to  become  rancid 
on  keeping,  and  to  be  preyed  on  by 
a  kind  of  infeft,  which  eats  out  the 
internal  part,  leaving  the  almond  to 
appearance  entire.  The  fruit  which 
affords  thefe  kernels,  is  the  produce 
of  a  tree  greatly  refembling  the 
peach,  called  by  C.  B.  cunygdalus 
fati<va.  The  eye  diftinguifhes  no 
difference  betwixt  the  trees  which 
produce  the  fweet  and  bitter  al- 
monds, or  betwixt  the  kernels 
themfelves :  one  and  the  fame  tree 
has  by  a  difference  in  the  culture 
afforded  fometimes  one  fort  and 
fometimes  the  other. 

Both  forts  of  almonds  yield  on 
expreffion,  a  large  quantity  of  oil, 
which  has  no  fmell  or  any  particu- 
lar tafte  :  this  oil  feparates  likewife 
upon  boiling  the  almonds  in  water, 
and  is  gradually  collected  on  the 
furface  :  on  trituration  with  water, 
it  unites  therewith,  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  other  matter  of  the  al- 
mond, and  forms  an  unctuous  milky 
liquor.  Sweet  almonds  are  of 
greater  ufe  in  food  than  as  medi- 
cines ;  but  they  do  not  feem  to  af- 
ford much  nourifhment,  and  when 
eaten  in  fubftance  are  not  eafy  of 
digeftion,  unlefs  throughly  com- 
minuted. They  are  fuppofed,  on 
account  of  their  foft  unctuous  qua- 
lity, to  obtund  acrimonious  juices 
in  the  primae  vis  :  peeled  fweet  al- 
monds, eaten  fix  or  eight  at  a  time, 


fometimes  give  prefent  relief  in  the 
foda.  Bitter  almonds  have  been 
found  poifonous  to  dogs,  and  fun- 
dry  other  animals  ;  and  a  water 
diftilled  from  them,  when  made  of 
a  certain  degree'  of  ftrength,  has 
had  like  effects.  Neverthelefs,  eaten, 
they  appear  innocent  to  men,  and 
have  been  not  unfrequently  exhi- 
bited as  medicines :  Boerhaave  re- 
commends them  in  fubftance  as 
diuretics  which  heat  moderately, 
and  which  may  therefore  be  ven- 
tured upon  in  acute  difeafes.  The 
oils  obtained  by  expreffion  from 
both  forts  of  almonds  are  in  their 
fenfible  qualities  the  fame.  The 
general  virtues  of  thefe  oils  are,  to 
blunt  acrimonious  humours,  and  to 
foften  and  relax  the  folids :  hence 
their  ufe  internally,  in  tickling 
coughs,  heat  of  urine,  pains  and 
inflammations ;  and  externally  in 
tenfion  and  rigidity  of  particular 
parts.  The  milky  folutions  of  al- 
monds in  watery  liquors,  commonly 
called  emulfions,  contain  the  oil  of 
the  fubject,  and  participate  in  fome 
degree  of  the  emollient  virtue  there- 
of j  but  have  this  advantage  above 
the  pure  oil,  that  they  may  be  gi- 
ven in  acute  or  inflammatory  dif- 
orders,  without  danger  of  the  ill 
effects  which  the  oil  might  fome- 
times produce  ;  fince  emulfions  do 
not  turn  rancid  or  acrimonious  by 
heat,  as  all  the  oils  of  this  kind  in 
a  little  time  do.  Several  unctuous 
and  refinous  fubftances,  of  them- 
felves not  mifcible  with  water,  may 
by  trituration  with  almonds  be  ea- 
fily  mixed  with  it  into  the  form  of 
an  emulfion  ;  and  are  thus  excel- 
lently fitted  for  exhibition.  In  this 
form,  camphor  and  the  refinous 
purgatives  may  be  commodioufly 
exhibited. 

ANACARDIA.  [£.]  Anacar- 
diumormalaca  bean.  This  is  the 
fruit  of  a  tree  growing  in  Malabar, 
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and  other  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies. 
It  is  of  a  ftrining  black  colour,  of 
the  lhape  of  a  heart  flattened,  about 
an   inch  long,  terminating  at  one 
end  in  an  obtufe  point,  and  adher- 
ing by    the    other    to  a  wrinkled 
italk.  It  contains,  within  two  (hells, 
a  kernel  of  a  fweetifh  talte  :  betwixt 
the  fhells  is  lodged   a  thick  acrid 
juice.    The  medical  virtues  of  ana- 
cardia  have  been  greatly  difputed  : 
many  have  attributed  to  them  the 
faculty  of  comforting  the  brain  and 
nerves,      fortifying    the     memory, 
quickening  the  intellect  ;  and  hence 
a  confection  made  from  them  has 
been  dignified  with  the  title  of  con- 
feSiio  fapientum :     others    think   it 
better  deferves  the  name  of  confeciio 
jhdtorum,  and  mention  initances  of 
its  continued  ufe  having  rendered 
people  maniacal.     Eut  the  kernel 
of  anacardium   is  not  different  in 
quality  from  that  of  almonds.    The 
ill  effects  attributed  to  this  fruit  be- 
long only  to  the  juice  contained 
betwixt  the  kernels,    whofe  acri- 
mony is  fo  great,  that  it  is  employ- 
ed  by  the    Indians   as   a   cauftic. 
This  juice  is  recommended  exter- 
nally for  tettars,  freckles,  and  other 
cutaneous    deformities  ;     which  it 
effectually  removes  by  exulcerating 
the  part,  fo  that  a  new  fkin  comes 
underneath.   GeofFroy  cautions  wo- 
men to  abflain  from  this  cofmetic 
during   menltruation ;    and   allures 
us,    that   he   has    feen  eryfipelas's 
break  out   over    the   whole    face, 
from  making  ufe  of  it  at  that  pe- 
riod. 

ANAGALLIS  ;  [£.]  anagallh 
pbcetiiceo  flore,  C.  B.  et  anagallisflore 
caruleo,  C.  B.  Common,  male,  and 
female  pimpernel.  Pimpernel  is  a 
low  plant,  in  appearance  refembling 
chickweed;  but  eaiily  diltinguifh- 
able  by  its  leaves  being  fpotted  un- 
derneath, and  joined  immediately 
to  the  Ualk.     The  male  and  female 
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pimpernels  differ  no  otherwife  than 
in  the  colour  of  their  flowers :  they 
are  both  found  wild  in  the  fields, 
but  the  male  or  red  flowered  fort 
is  molt  common.  Both  the  pim- 
pernels have  an  harbaceous,  rough- 
ifh  taite,  with  little  or  no  fmelL 
Many  extraordinary  virtues  have 
been  attributed  to  them.  Geoffroy 
eiteems  them  cephalic,  fudorific, 
vulnerary,  antimaniacal,  antepilep- 
tic,  and  alexeterial.  Tragus,  Cas- 
par Hoffman,  Michaeii,  and  others, 
are  alfo  very  liberal  in  their  praifes  j 
one  of  thefe  gentlemen  declares, 
that  he  has  known  a  thoufand  in- 
ftances  of  the  fingular  efficacy  of  a 
decoction  and  tincture  of  pimper- 
nel, in  maniacal  and  melancholic 
deliria.  But  later  practitioners  have 
not  been  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with, 
the  like  fuccefs.  Pimpernel  is  not 
unfrequently  taken  as  food  :  it 
makes  no  unpleafant  falad  ;  and  in 
foms  parts  of  this  kingdom,  is  a 
common  pot-herb.  A  fpirituous 
tincture  of  it  contains  nothing  va- 
luable ;  the  only  preparation  that 
promifes  any  utility  is  an  extract 
made  with  water. 

ANAGALLIS     AQUATICA, 
vide  Becabun-ga. 

ANCHUS^;  RADIX ;  [E.} 
lughjji  radice  rubra,  Taunt.  Alka- 
net  root.  Alkanet  is  a  rough  hairy 
plant,  much  refembling  the  vipers 
buglofs :  its  chief  difference  from 
the  common  bugloffes  conlifts  in 
the  colour  of  its  roots ;  the  cortical 
part  of  which  is  of  a  dufky  red, 
and  imparts  an  elegant  deep  red  to> 
oils,  wax,  and  all  unctuous  fub- 
ftances,  but  not  to  watery  liquors. 
This  plant  is  a  native  of  the  warmer 
parts  of  Europe :  it  is  fometimes 
cultivated  in  our  gardens ;  but  the 
greateft  quantities  are  raifed  in  Ger- 
many and  France,  particularly  about 
Montpeiier,  from  whence,  the  dried 

roots 
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roots  are  ufually  .imported  to  us. 
The  alkanetroot  produced  in  Eng- 
land is  much  inferior  in  colour  to 
that  brought  from  abroad ,•  the 
Englilh  being  only  lightly  reddifh, 
the  others  of  a  deep  purplilh  red  : 
this  has  induced  fome  to  fufpedt. 
that  the  foreign  roots  owe  part  of 
their  colour  to  art,  but  we  think 
without  foundation.  Alkanet  root 
has  little  or  no  fmell :  when  recent, 
it  has  a  bitterifh  aftringent  tafce, 
but  dried  fcarce  any.  As  to  its 
virtues,  the  prefent  practice  expects 
not  any  from  it.  Its  chief  ufe  is 
for  colouring  oils,  unguents  and 
plafters.  As  the  colour  is  confined 
to  the  cortical  part,  the  fmalleft 
roots  ihould  be  made  choice  of, 
thefe  containing  proportionably 
more  bark  than  the  larger. 

ANETHI  SEMEN  ;  [L.  E.] 
anetbi  hortenjis,  C.  B.  Dill  feed. 
Dill  is  an  umbelliferous  plant,  cul- 
tivated in  gardens,  as  well  for  culi- 
nary as  medical  ufe.  The  feeds  are 
of  a  pale  yellowifh  colour,  in  fhape 
nearly  oval,  convex  on  one  fide, 
flat  on  the  other.  Their  taite  is 
moderately  warm  and  pungent ; 
their  fmell  aromatic,  but  not  of  the 
molt  agreeable  kind.  Thefe  feeds 
are  recommended  as  a  carminative, 
in  flatulent  colics  proceeding  from 
a  cold  caufe  or  a  vifcidity  of  the 
juices.  The  moft  efficacious  pre- 
parations of  them  are,  the  dilblled 
oil,  and  a  tindture  or  extract  made 
with  rectified  fpirit. 

ANGELICA  [L.  E.)  angelica 
fat'way  C.  B.  imferatoria  fatii'a, 
Toum.  Garden  angelica  ;  the  roots, 
leaves  and  feeds.  This  is  a  large 
umbelliferous  plant,  growing  fpon- 
taneoufly  in  the  northern  climates  : 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fhops,  it  is  cul- 
tivated in  gardens,  in  the  different 
parts  of  Europe:  Bohemia  and  Spain 
are  faid  to  produce  the  beft;   the 


college  direct,  the  roots  brought 
from  Spain  to  be  alone  made  ufe 
of.  Angelica  roots  are  apt  to  grow 
mouldy,  and  be  preyed  upon  by 
infedls,  unlefs  throughly  dried, 
kept  in  a  dry  place,  and  frequently 
aired  :  we  apprehend  that  the  roots 
which  are  fubjedt  to  "this  inconve- 
nience might  be  preferved  by  dip- 
ping them  in  boiling  fpirit,  or  ex- 
posing them  to  its  fleam,  after  they 
are  dried. 

All  the  parts  of  angelica,  efpe- 
cially  the   root,    have   a   fragrant 
fweet  fmell ;  and  a  pleafant  bitter- 
ifh warm  tafte,    glowing  upon  the 
lips  and  palate  for  a  long  time  after 
they  have  been  chewed.     The  fla- 
vour of  the  feeds  and  leaves  is  very 
perifhable,  particularly  that  of  the 
latter,  which  on  being  barely  dried, 
lofe  the  greater! part  of  their  tafle  and 
fmell :  the  roots  are  more  tenacious 
of  their  flavour,  though  even  thefe 
lofe  part  of  it  upon  keeping.     The 
frefh  root,    wounded   early  in  the 
fpring,    weeps  an  unctuous,    odo- 
rous,  yellow  juice,    which   flowly 
exficcated,  proves  an  elegant  aro- 
matic gummy  refin,    very  rich  in 
the  virtues   of  the  angelica.     On 
drying  the  root,  this  juice  concretes 
into  diftindt.  molecular,    which   on 
cutting    it    longitudinally,    appear 
diftributed  in  little  veins  :    in  this 
itate,  they  are  readily  extracted  by 
pure  fpirit,    but  not  by  watery  li- 
quors.    Angelica  is  one  of  the  moft 
elegant     aromatics     of    European 
growth,    though  little  regarded  in 
the   prefent  practice.      1  he    root, 
which  is  the  moil  efficacious  part, 
is  rarely  met  with  in  prefcription, 
and   does   not   enter   any   officinal 
compofition.     Some  of  the  dilblled 
waters  owe  their  pleafantnefs  to  the 
leaves  and  feeds.     The  ftalks  make 
an  agreeable  fweet  meat. 
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gall  of  the  eel  are  extremely  acrid. 
They  have  been  held  a  fpecific  in 
difficult  births ;  and  enter  the  prin- 
cipal compofitions  for  that  intention 
in  foreign  pharmacopoeias ;  though 
it  is  certain,  that  in  moll:  cafes  of 
this  kind,  acrid  irritating  medicines 
are  really  injurious. 

ANIME  ;  [£.]  a  refin  exuding 
from  the  trunk  of  a  large  American 
tree,  called  by  Fifojetaiba,  by  the 
Indians  courbaril.  This  refin  is  of 
a  tranfparent  amber  colour,  a  light 
agreeable  fmeil,  and  little  or  no 
tafte.  It  diflblves  intirely,  but  not' 
very  readily,  in  reclined  ipirit;  the 
impurities,  which  are  often  in  large 
quantity,  remaining  behind.  The 
Brazilians  are  faid  to  employ  anime 
in  fumigations  for  pains  and  aches 
poceeding  from  a  cold  caufe  : 
with  us,  it  is  rarely,  if  ever,  made 
uie  of  for  medicinal  purpofes. 

ANISUM  ;  [L.  .£.]  apium  am- 
Jam  diftum  femine  jua<veolente ,  Town. 
Anife  ;  the  feed.  Anife  is  an  annual 
umbelliferous  plant,  growing  natu- 
rally in  Crete,  Syria,  and  other 
places  of  the  Eaft.  It  is  cultivated 
in  fome  parts  of  France,  Germany, 
and  Spain  :  the  feeds  brought  from 
Spain,  which  are  fmaller  than  the 
others,  are  preferred.  Anifeeds- 
have  an  aromatic  fmell,  and  a  plea- 
fant  warm  tafte,  accompanied  with 
a  degree  of  fweetnefs  Water  ex- 
tracts very  little  of  their  flavour  ; 
rectified  ipirit  the  whole.  Thefe 
feeds  are  in  the  number  of  the  four 
greater  hot  feeds  :  their  principal 
ufe  is  in  cold  flatulent  diforders, 
where  tenacious  phlegm  abounds, 
and  in  the  gripes  to  which  young 
children  are  fubjecl:.  Frederic  Hoff- 
man ftrongly  recommends  them  in 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomac,  diarrhoeas, 
and  for  ftrengthening  the  tone  of 
the  vifcera  in  general  ;•  and  thinks 
they  well  deferve  the  appellation 


given  them  by  Helmont,  inteftino- 
rum  folamen. 

ANONIS,  vide  Ononis. 
ANSERINA,  vide  Argentina.1 

ANTIMONIUM,  [L.  £.]  //- 
bium.  Antimony  is  a  ponderous 
brittle  mineral,  compofed  of  long 
fhining  ftreaks  like  needles,  inter- 
mingled with  a  dark  lead  coloured 
fubfbmce  ;  of  no  manifeft  tafte  or 
fmell.  There  are  feveral  mines  of 
it  in  Germany,  Hungary,  and 
France  ;  and  fome  likewife  in  Eng- 
land. The  Englifh  feems  to  be  of 
all  the  others  the  leaft  proper  for 
medicinal  ufe,  as  frequently  con- 
taining a  portion  of  lead,  which  is 
not  feparable  by  any  of  the  com- 
mon methods  of  purification.  The 
fubftances  found  mixed  with  the  fo- 
reign forts  are  generally  of  the  un- 
fufible  ftony  kind,  from  which  the 
antimony  is  melted  out  in  veffels, 
whofe  bottom  is  perforated  with, 
fmall  holes,  and  received  in  conical 
moulds :  in  thefe,  the  lighter  and 
more  droily  matter  arifes  to  the 
furface ;  whilft  the  more  pure  and 
ponderous  fubfides  to  the  bottom  i 
hence  the  upper  broad  part  of  the 
loaves  is  confiderably  lefs  pure  than 
the  lower.  The  goodnefs  of  anti- 
mony is  judged  of  from  its  weight; 
from  the  loaves  not  being  fpongy 
or  blebby ;  from  the  largenefs  of 
the  ftrics  ;  and  from  the  antimony 
totally  evaporating  in  a  ftrong  fire. 

Antimony  was  employed  by  the 
ancients  in  collyria  againft  inflam- 
mations of  the  eyes ;  and  for  flam- 
ing the  eye-brows  black.  Its  in- 
ternal ufe  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  eftablifhed  till  towards  the  end 
of  the  fifteenth  century  ;  and  even 
at  this  time  it  was  by  many  looked 
upon  as  poifonous.  But  experience 
has  now  fully  evinced,  that  pure 
antimony,  in  its  crude  ftate,  has  r.o 
obnoxious  quality ;  that  fome  of  the 
G  prepa- 
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preparations  of  it  are  medicines  of 
great  efficacy ;  and  that  though 
many  of  them  are  moft  violently 
emetic  and  cathartic,  yet  even  thefe, 
by  a  flight  alteration  or  addition, 
lofe  their  virulence,  and  become 
mild  in  their  operation. 

This  mineral  appears  from  che- 
mical experiments  to  eonfifr.  of  a 
femi-metal  united  with  common 
fulphur,  and  reducible  into  its  me- 
tallic form  by  the  fame  means 
whereby  other  metallic  bodies  are 
extracted  from  their  ores.  The 
pure  femi-metal  operates  in  a  very 
minute  dofe  with  extreme  vehe- 
mence, as  a  purgative  and  emetic  : 
when  combined  with  fulphur,  as  in 
the  crude  mineral,  its  power  is  re- 
ftrained :  diverted  of  the  inflam- 
mable principle  which  it  has  in 
common  with  all  perfectly  metallic 
bodies,  it  becomes  an  indolent  calx. 
See  part  ii.  chap.  x.  fe£t.  8. 


Part  h 

lignant  fevers,  efpecially  fuch  as 
were  occafioned  by  vifcidities  in  the 
ftomach  and  interlines :  the  dofe 
from  afcruple  to  a  dram.  A  com- 
petency of  experiments  to  fully 
determine  this  point,  is  as  yet  want- 
ing, the  root  never  having  come 
into  general  practice  :  its  tafte  is 
acrid  and  bitter. 

ANTITHQRA,   vide  Antho- 


APARINE  [£.]  vulgaris  C.  B. 
Goofegrafs  or  clivers  j  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  {lender,  rough  plant, 
common  in  hedges,  &c.  It  is  re- 
commended as  an  aperient,  but 
practice  has  no  regard  to  it. 


ANTITHORA,  [E]  five  antho- 
ra :  aconitinn  falutiferum,  C.  B. 
Aeoniium  foliorum  laciniis  linearibus, 
ubiqiie  ejufdem  latitudinis,  Limitei. 
Wholefome  wolfsbane,  the  roots. 
This  plant  may  be  diftinguifhed 
from  the  poifonous  aconites  by  its 
leaves  being  more  finely  divided, 
and  not  all  bright  or  mining  :  it 
grows  wild  on  the  Alps.  The 
root  has  been  fuppofed  ufeful  againft 
poifons,  particularly  that  of  the 
thora,    (whence  its   name.)      Some    foliis    caulinis  cuneiformibus,    Linnai. 


APES,  [£.]  Bees ;  their  bodies, 
honey,  wax,  and  the  gluey  fub- 
ftance  called  bee-bread.  This  lafl, 
applied  externally,  is  faid  to  draw 
and  heal;  the  body  of  the  bee, 
dried  and  pulverized,  to  cure  the 
alopecia,  and,  given  internally,  to 
promote  urine  ;  but  they  have  both 
been  for  a  long  time  itrangers  to 
the  lhops.  The  honey  and  wax 
we  (hall  fpeak  of  under  the  refpec- 
tive  heads. 

APIUM   HORTENSE,    vide 

Petroselinum. 

APIUM  [E]  palujlre  Cam.  apium 


neverthelefs  look  upon  this  pre- 
tended antidote  itfelf  as  unfafe  : 
Fred.  Hoffman  fays  it  is  violently 
cathartic,  and  has  produced  dan- 
gerous diforders  of  the  ftomach, 
accompanied  with  heat,  thirft,  and 
anxiety.  On  the  other  hand  Geof- 
froy  relates,  that  he  has  never  ob- 
ferved  any  purgative  quality  in  this 
root,  or  any  ill  confluence  from 
its  ufe  ;  that  he  has  frequently  ex- 
hibited it,  and  always  with  good 
fuccefs,  againft  worms,  and  in  nu- 


Smallage,  the  roots  and  feeds.  This 
plant  is  larger  than  the  garden  api- 
um (parfley,)  of  a  darker  green  co- 
lour, and  of  a  flronger  and  more 
unpleafant  flavour.  The  roots  are 
in  the  number  of  the  five  called 
opening  roots ;  and  the  feeds,  of 
the  four  lefTer  hot  feeds :  the  latter 
have  been  fometimes  prefcribed  as- 
a  carminative  and  the  former  in  a- 
perient  apozems  and  diet  drinks  ; 
but  both  are  at  prefent  difregarded. 

AQUI- 
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AQUILEGIA  [E]  fore  fmplid, 
Rail  Syn.  Columbines ;  the  leaves 
and  feed.  This  grows  wild  in 
woods,  but  is  not  very  common. 
It  has  been  looked  upon  as  ape- 
rient; and  was  formerly  in  great 
efteem  among  the  common  people 
for  throwing  out  the  fmall-pox  and 
mealies.  A  diftilled  water,  medi- 
cated vinegar,  and  conferve  were 
prepared  from  the  flowers ;  but 
they  have  long  given  place  to  medi- 
cines of  greater  efficacy. 

ARANEARUM  TELJE  [£.] 
Cobwebs.  Thefe  are  never  met 
with  in  prefcription  ;  but  fometimes 
applied  by  the  common  people  to 
flop  the  bleeding  of  flight  wounds  : 
this  they  feem  to  affect  by  adhering 
to  the  part,  ib  as  to  clofe  the  ori- 
fices of  the  veffels,  and  prevent  the 
effufion  of  their  contents. 

ARESTA  BO  VIS,  vide  Ono- 
nis. 

ARGENTINA  :  pentaphylloides 
ffiinus  fupinum,  feu  procumbens,  fo- 
liis  alatis  argenteis  6f  ferratis,  fore 
luteo,  Mor.  hifl.  Ox.  Silverweed  or 
wild  tanfey,  the  leaves.  This  plant 
grows  wild  about  the  fides  of  ri- 
vulets and  other  moift  places  :  it 
has  no  ftalk  ;  the  leaves  lie  flat  on 
the  ground.  The  writers  on  the 
materia  medica  in  general  look  up- 
on argentina  as  a  very  ftrong  aftrin- 
gent ;  Boerhaave  relates,  that  it 
equals  in  virtue  the  Peruvian  bark  ; 
Hoffman,  that  it  powerfully  re- 
ftrains  alvine  and  other  fluxes ; 
GeofFroy,  that  it  effectually  flops 
hsemorrhagies  of  every  kind.  Thefe 
virtues  feem  to  have  been  attributed 
to  this  plant  from  its  agreement  in 
botanic  characters  with  tormentil, 
which  is  known  to  be  a  powerful 
ftyptic.  The  fenfible  qualities  of 
argentina  do  not  promife  any  fuch 
virtues :  the  leaves  have  a  merely 
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herbaceous  tafle  ,•  the  roots,  a  plea- 
fant  fweetilh  one,  like  that  ofpar- 
fnips,  but  not  fo  ftrong. 

ARGENTUM.  [L.  £.]  Silver. 
Abundance  of  virtues  have  been  at- 
tributed to  crude  filver  by  the  Ara- 
bians, and  by  fome  alfo  of  later 
but  on  very  little  founda- 
This  metal,  exhibited  in  its 
ftate,  has  no  eflfedt  in  the 
combined  with  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  the  nitrous  acid,  it  proves  a 
powerful,  though  not  always  a 
f  afe,  hydragogue  ;  with  a  larger,  a 
ftrong  cauftic.  The  nitrous  acid  is 
the  only  one  that  perfectly  diffolves 
this  metal :  on  adding  to  this  folu- 
tion  a  minute  portion  of  marine  acid, 
or  fubftances  containing  it,  the  li- 
quor turns  milky,  and  the  filver 
falls  to  the  bottom  in  form  of  a 
white  calx  :  hence  we  are  furnifhed 
with  a  method  of  difcovering  ma- 
rine fait  in  waters,  &c. 

ARGENTUM  VIVUM ;  (!.£.] 

Hydrargyrus ;  Mcrcurius.  Mercury 
or  quickfilver.  Mercury  is  an  o- 
pake  filver-coloured  mineral  fluid  ; 
appearing  to  the  eye  like  tin  or  lead 
when  melted  :  it  is  heavier  than 
any  other  fluid,  and  than  mod  of 
the  metallic  bodies ;  it  does  not 
congeal  by  any  degree  of  cold  hi- 
therto known  ;  in  the  fire  it  proves 
totally  volatile.  This  mineral  is 
either  met  with  in  its  fluid  form, 
in  the  earth ;  or  extracted  by  art 
from  certain  ores.  There  are  con-* 
fiderable  mines  of  it  in  Hungary 
and  Spain  ;  but  the  greateft  quan- 
tities come  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  ufe  of  mercury  in  medicine 
feems  to  have  been  little  known  be- 
fore the  fifteenth  century.  The  an- 
cients looked  upon  it  as  a  corrofive 
poifon  ;  though  of  itfelf  perfectly 
void  of  acrimony,  tafle,  and  fmell ; 
there  are  numerous  examples  of  its 
having  been  lodged  for  many  years 
C  2  in 


84  The  EngUfi  Difpenfafory  improved,    ,Part  L 


in  cavities  both  of  bones  and  flefhy 
.parts,  without  its  having  injured 
or  affected  them.  Taken  into  the 
body  in  its  crude  ftate,  and  undi- 
vided, it  paries  through  the  intef- 
.tines  unchanged,  and  has  not  been 
found  to  produce  any  considerable 
■effect.  It  has  indeed  been  exhi- 
bited in  afthmas  and  diforders  of 
the  lungs  j  but  the  virtues  attribu- 
ted to  it  in  thefe  cafes  have  not 
been  warranted  by  experience. 

Notwithstanding  the  mildnefs  and 
inactivity  of  crude  quickfilver  un- 
divided ;  when  refolved  by  fire  into 
the  form  of  fume,  or  otherwife  di- 
vided into  very  minute  particles  and 
prevented  from  re-uniting  by  the 
interpoiition  of  proper  fubftances ; 
or  combined  with  mineral  acids ;  it 
has  very  powerful  effects ;  afford- 
ing the  moft  violent  poifons,  and 
the  moft  excellent  remedies  that 
we  are  acquainted  with. 

The  mercurial  preparations,  ei- 
ther exhibited  internally  or  applied 
externally,  feem  to  liquefy*  all  the 
juices  of  the  body,  even  thofe  in 
the  minuted  and  moft  remote  vef- 
fels ;  and  may  be  fo  managed  as  to 
promote  excretion  through  all  the 
emunctories.  Hence  their  common 
ufe  in  inveterate  chronic  diforders 
proceeding  from  a  thicknefs  and 
fluggifhnefs  of  the  humours,  and 
obftinate  obftrudlions  of  the  excre- 
tory glands ;  in  fcrophulous  and 
cutaneous  difeafes ;  and  in  the  ve- 
nereal lues.  \i~  their  power  is  not 
reftrained  by  proper  additions  to 
certain  emunclories,  they  tend  chiefly 
to  affect  the  mouth  ;  and  after  hav- 
ing fufed  the  juices  in  the  remoter 
parts,  occafion  a  plentiful  evacua- 
tion of  them  from  the  falival  glands. 
The  falutary  effects  of  mercurials 
have  no  dependance  on  the  quan- 
tity of  fenfible  evacuation.  This 
medicine  may  be  gradually  intro- 
duced into  the  habit,  fo  as,  with- 
out occasioning  any  remarkable  dif- 


charge,  to  be  produdtive  of  very 
happy  effefts.  To  anfvverthis  pur- 
pofe,  it  mould  be  exhibited  in  very 
imall  dofes,  in  conjunction  with  fu- 
dorifics,  or  fuch  fubftances  as  de- 
termine its  action  to  the  pores  of 
the  fkin.  By  this  method  invete- 
rate cutaneous  and  venereal  dif- 
tempers  have  been  cured,  without 
any  other  fenfible  excretion  than 
a  gentle  increafe  of  perfpiration. 
Where  there  are  ulcers  in  any  part 
of  the  body,  they  difcharge  for 
fome  time  an  extremely  fetid  mat- 
ter, the  quantity  of  which  becomes 
gradually  lefs,  and  at  length  the 
ulcer  kindly  heals.  If  the  mer- 
cury fhould  at  any  time,  from  cold 
or  the  like,  affect  the  mouth  (which 
we  have  very  rarely  found  to  hap- 
pen) it  may  be  reftrained  by  omit- 
ting a  dofe,  and  by  warmth  or  fuit- 
able  medicines  promoting  the  per- 
fpiration. 

ARISTOLOCHIA.  Birthwort. 
Three  roots  of  this  name  are  direct- 
ed for  medicinal  ufe : 

(1 )  ARISTOLOCHIA  LONGA 
[L.  E.~]  1  his  is  a  tuberous  root, 
fometimes  about  the  fize  of  the  fin- 
ger, fometimes  as  thick  as  a  man's 
arm,  and  a  foot  in  length  :  it  is 
nearly  of  an  equal  thicknefs  all 
over,  or  a  little  thicker  in  the  mid- 
dle than  at  the  ends  :  the  outfide  is 
of  a  brownifh  colour  ;  the  infide 
yellowifh. 

(2)  ARISTOLOCHIA  RO- 
TUNDA [.£.']  has  fcarce  any  other 
vifible  difference  from  the  foregoing 
than  its  roundifh  fhape. 

(3)  ARISTOLOCHIA  TENU- 
IS [L.J  is  a  long  and  flender  root, 
rarely  exceeding  the  thicknefs  of  a 
goofe  quill. 

Thefe  roots  are  the  produce  of 
Spain,  Italy,  and  the  fouthern  parts 
of  France.  Their  fmell  is  fome- 
what  aromatic ;  their  tafte  warm 
and  bitterilh.  Authors  in  general 
reprefent 
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reprefent  them  as  extremely  hot  and 
pungent :  fome  fay  they  are  the 
hotteft  of  ail  the  aromatic  plants ; 
but  as  ufually  met  with  in  the  mops, 
thev  have  no  great  pungency.  The 
long  and  round  forts,  on  being  firft 
chewed,  fcarce  difcover  any  tafte, 
but  in  a  little  time  prove  naufeoufly 
bitteriih ;  the  long  fomewhat  the 
leaft  fo.  The  other  fort  inftantly 
Jills  the  mouth  with  an  aromatic 
bitternefs  which  is  not  ungrateful. 
Their  medical  virtues  are,  to  heat, 
fHmulate,  attenuate  vifcid  phlegm, 
and  promote  the  fluid  fecretions  in 
general :  they  are  principally  cele- 
brated in  fupprefhons  of  female  eva- 
cuations. The  dofe  in  fubftance  is 
from  a  fcruple  to  two  drams.  The 
long  fort  is  recommended  externally 
for  cleanfing  and  drying  wounds 
and  ulcers,  and  in  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes. 

ARMORACIA,   vide    Rapha- 

KUS   RUSTICANUS. 

ARSENICUM  [E.)  Arfenic  is 
contained,  in  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity, in  moil  kinds  of  ores,  parti- 
cularly in  thofe  of  tin  and  bifmuth, 
in  the  white  pyrites,  and  the  mine- 
ral called  cobalt;  from  which  laft 
greateft  part  of  the  arfenic  brought 
to  us  is  extracted  by  a  kind  of  fub- 
limation  ;  the  arfenic  arifes  at  firft 
in  form  of  greyifh  meal,  which  more 
carefully  re-fub]imed,  concretes  in- 
to tranfparent  maffes,  the  white  ar- 
fenic of  the  lhops. 

Arfenic  fublimed  with  one  tenth 
its  weight  of  fulphur,  unites  there- 
with into  a  bright  yellow  mafs,  in 
fome  degree  tranfparent ;  the  com- 
mon yellow  arfenic.  On  doubling 
the  quantity  of  fulphur,  the  com- 
pound proves  more  opake  and  com- 
pact, of  a  deep  red  colour,  refem- 
bling  that  of  cinnabar,  but  with  this 
difference,  that  it  lofes  of  its  beauty 
upon  being  reduced  into  powder  . 


whilft  that  of  cinnabar  is  improved 
by  this  means :  this  is  the  common. 
red  arfenic.  By  varying  the  pro- 
portions of  arfenic  and  fulphur, 
fublimates  may  be  obtained  of  a 
great  variety  of  fhades  of  yellow 
and  red. 

Natural  mixtures  of  arfenic  and 
fulphur  refembling  the  foregoing 
preparations,  are  not  unfrequently 
met  with  in  the  earth.  The  foffil 
red  arfenic  is  the  fandaracha  of  the 
Greeks,  the  realgar  and  riflgal  of 
the  Arabians.  Both  the  red  and. 
yellow,  when  of  a  fmooth  uniform 
texture,  are  named  xarnichs  ;  and 
when  compofed  of  fmall  fcales  or, 
leaves,  auripig?7ienta,  or  orpbnents : 
thefe  laft  are  the  only  fubftances  to 
which  the  Greeks  gave  the  name 
dp&BHKov.  That  the  zarnichs  and 
orpiments  really  CGnrain  arfenic 
(contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
lateft  writers)  is  evident  from  fun- 
dry  experiments  whereby  a  perfect 
arfenic,  and  in  notable  quantity,  is 
obtainable  from  them.  The  com- 
pilers of  the  Edinburgh  difpenfa- 
tory  therefore  have  very  juftly  gi- 
ven fandaracha  Gracorum  as  a  {yn- 
onymon  to  red  arfenic ;  and  attri- 
pigmenium  to  the  yellow. 

The  pure  or  white  arfenic  has  a 
penetrating  corrofive  tafte ;  and 
taken  into  the  body  proves  a  moft 
violent  poifon.  Befides  the  effefts 
which  it  has  in  common  with  other, 
corrofives,  it  remarkably  attenuates, 
the  coats  of  the  ftomach,  occafions. 
a  fwelling  and  fphacelation  of  the. 
whole  body,  and  a  fudden  putre- 
faction after  death,  particularly,  as, 
Geoffrey  obferves,  of  the  the/ geni- 
tals in  men.  Where  the  quantity  is 
fo  very  fmall  as  not  to  prove  fatal, 
tremors,  palfies,  and  lingering  he.c-' 
tics  fucceed.  The  remedies  re- 
commended againft  this  poifon  are 
milk  and  oily  liquors  immediately 
and  liberally  drank. 

The  red   and  yellow   arfenics,' 
G  3  both 
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both  native  and  factitious,  have  lit- 
tle tafte,  and  are  much  lefs  virulent 
An  their  effects  than  the  foregoing. 
Sulphur,  which  reftrains  the  power 
of  mercury  and  the  antimonial  fe- 
mimetal,  remarkably  abates  the  vi- 
rulence of  this  poifonous  mineral 
alfo.  Such  of  thefe  fubftances  as 
participate  more  largely  of  fulphur, 
feem  to  be  almoft  innocent :  the 
factitious  red  arfenic,  and  the  na- 
tive orpiments,  have  been  given  to 
dogs  in  considerable  quantity,  with- 
out their  being  productive  of  any 
ill  confequences. 

ARTEMISIA  [L.E.]  artemif.a 
^vulgaris  major,  C.  B.  Mugwort; 
the  leaves.  This  plant  grows  plen- 
tifully in  fields,  hedges,  and  wafte 
places,  throughout  England ;  and 
flowers  in  June.  In  appearance  it 
fomewhat  refembles  the  common 
wormwood :  the  difference  molt  ob- 
vious to  the  eye  is  in  the  flowers, 
thofe  of  wormwood  hanging  down- 
wards, whilft  the  flowers  of  mug- 
wort  Hand  erecl.  The  leaves  of 
this  plant  have  a  light  aromatic 
fmell,  and  an  herbaceous  bitterifh 
tafte.  They  are  principally  cele- 
brated as  uterine  and  antihyfteric : 
an  infufion  of  them  is  fometimes 
drank,  either  alone  or  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  fubftances,  in  fup- 
prefllons  of  the  menftrual  evacua- 
tions. This  medicine  is  certainly  a 
very  mild  one,  and  confiderably 
lefs  hot  than  moft  others  to  which 
thefe  virtues  are  attributed  :  in 
fome  parts  of  this  kingdom,  mug- 
wort  is  of  common  ufe  as  a  pot- 
herb. 

ARTHANITA  [E.]  cyclamen  or- 
biculato  folio  infeme  furpurajccv'c, 
C.  B.  Sow-bread;  the  root.  This 
plant  is  met  with  pnly  in  the  gar- 
dens of  the  curious.  The  root  has, 
when  frefh,  an  extremely  acrimo- 
nious burning  taite,  which  it  almoft 


entirely  lofes  on  being  dried.  It  is 
recommended  as  an  errhine  ;  in  ca- 
taplafms  for  fchirrhous  and  fcro- 
phulous  tnmours ;  and  internally  as 
a  cathartic,  detergent,  and  aperient : 
it  operates  very  flowly,  but  with 
great  virulence,  inflaming  the  fauces 
and  inteftines  ;  and  hence  is  defer  - 
vedly  reje&ed  from  our  difpenfa- 
tory. 

'ARUM  [L.  E.~\  arum  maculatum 
maculis  nigris,  C.  B.      Wake  robin  j 
the  root.     This  grows  wild  under 
hedges,  and  by  the  fides  of  banks, 
in  moft  parts  of  England.     It  fends 
forth  in  March,  three  or  four  trian- 
gular leaves,    which  are  followed 
by  a  naked  ftalk,  bearing  a  purplifh 
piftil  inclofed  in  a  long  Iheath  :  this 
is  fucceeded,  in  July,  by  a  bunch 
of  reddifh  berries.     In  fome  plants, 
the  leaves  are  fpotted   with  black, 
in  others  with  white  fpots,  and  in 
others  not  fpotted  at  all :  the  black 
fpotted  fort  is   fuppofed  to  be  the 
moft  efficacious,  and   hence  is  ex- 
prefsly  directed  by  the  college.    All 
the  parts  of  arum,    particularly  the 
root,  have  an  extremely  pungent, 
acrimonious  tafte  :  if  the  root  be  but 
lightly  chewed  in  the    fpring   (at 
which  time  it  is  ftrongeft)  it  conti- 
nues to  burn  and  vellicate  the  tongue 
for  a  confiderable  while,  occasion- 
ing  at  the  fame    time  an  intenfe 
thirft:  thefe  fymptoms  are  removed 
by  butter,    milk",    or  oily  liquors, 
Dried  and  kept  for  fome  time,  it 
lofes  its  acrimony,  and  becomes  an 
almoft  infipid  farinaceous  fubftance. 
This  root  is  an  irritating,  attenua- 
ting medicine.     It  does   good  fer- 
vice  in  cold  fluggifh  habits  :  and  in 
diforders  proceeding  from  thick  te- 
nacious phlegm  ;  which  it  power- 
fully diffolves,    and    at   the    fame 
time,    by    ftimulating     the    folids, 
promotes  itsexpulfion  either  through 
the  cuticular  pores,  or  the  groffer 
emunctories.     The  moft  convenient 
method 
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method  of  preparing  it  for  exhibi- 
tion, feems  to  be  by  beating  the 
frefh  root  with  gummy-refins,  and 
making  the  mixture  into  pills  j  in 
this  form  it  will  retain  its  virtue 
longer  than  in  that  of  powder. 
Juncker  particularly  obferves  of 
this  root,  that  if  given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  dram  along  with  a  i'piri- 
tuous  vehicle,  it  occafions  a  plen- 
tiful fweat,  even  in  perfons  other- 
wife  little  difpofed  to  this  evacua- 
tion ;  but  that  if  exhibited  barely 
in  the  form  of  powder,  it  has  not 
this  effect.  Some  recommend  a 
tincfure  of  it  drawn  with  wine  ; 
but  neither  vinous,  fpirituous,  nor 
aqueous  liquors  extradf  its  virtues ; 
nor  do  they  arife  in  diftillation. 

ASAFOETIDA  :  [L.  E.]  the 
concrete  juice  of  a  large  unbellife- 
rous  plant  growing  in  Perlia. — This 
juice  exfudes  (from  wounds  made 
in  the  root  of  the  plant)  liquid  and 
white  like  milk  ;  on  being  expofed 
to  the  air,  it  turns  of  a  brownifh 
colour,  and  gradually  acquires  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  confiftency.  It 
is  brought  to  us  in  large  irregular 
maffes,  compofed  of  various  little 
mining  lumps  or  grains,  which  are 
partly  of  a  whitiih  colour,  partly 
reddifh,  and  partly  of  a  violet  hue. 
Thofe  mafTes  are  accounted  the 
beft  which  are  clear,  of  a  paliih 
red,  and  variegated  with  a  great 
number  of  elegant  white  tears. 
This  juice  has  a  ftrong  fetid  fmell, 
fomewhat  like  that  of  garlic ;  and 
a  bitter,  acrid,  biting  tafte.  It 
lofes  with  age  of  its  fmell  and 
ftrength,  a  circumftance  to  be 
particularly  regarded  in  its  exhibi- 
tion.— This  juice  confifts  of  about 
one  third  pure  refin,  and  two 
thirds  of  gummy  matter  ;  the 
former  is  foluble  in  rectified  fpirit, 
the  other  in  water  :  Proof  fpirit  dif- 
folves  almoft  the  whole  into  a  tur- 
bid liquor  :  the  tinclure  in  rectified 


fpirit  is  tranfparent. — Afafcetida  is 
the  ftrongeft  of  the  fetid  gums,  and 
of  frequent  ufe  in  hyfteric  com- 
plaints. It  is  likewife  of  confider- 
able  efHcacy  in  flatulent  colics ; 
and  for  promoting  all  the  fluid  fe- 
cretions  in  either  fex.  The  anci- 
ents attributed  to  this  medicine 
many  other  virtues,  which  are  at 
prefent  not  expe&ed  from  it. 

ASARUM  [L.  E.~\  Afarabacca ; 
the  roots  and  leaves. — This  is  a 
very  low  ever-green  plant,  growing 
naturally  in  France,  Italy,  and 
other  warm  countries :  The  dried 
roots  have  been  generally  brought 
from  the  Levant ;  thofe  of  our  own 
growth  being  fuppofed  weaker. 
The  roots  and  leaves  of  afarum. 
have  a  naufeous,  bitter,  acrimoni- 
ous, hot  tafte  ;  their  fmell  is  ftrong 
and  not  very  dif?greeable.  Given 
in  fubftance,  from  half  a  dram  to 
a  dram,  they  evacuate  powerfully 
both  upwards  and  downwards.  It 
is  faid,  that  tindlures  made  in  fpi- 
rituous menftrua,  poflefs  both  the 
emetic  and  cathartic  virtues  of  the 
plant :  That  the  extract  obtained 
by  infpiffating  thefe  tinctures,  acls 
only  by  vomit,  and  with  great 
mildnefs  :  That  an  infufion  in 
water  proves  cathartic,  rarely  eme- 
tic ;  That  aqueous  deco&ions  made 
by  long  boiling,  and  the  watery 
extraft,  have  no  purgative  or 
emetic  quality,  but  prove  notable 
diaphoretics,  diuretics,  and  em- 
nenagogues.  The  principal  ufe  of 
this  plant  among  us  is,  as  a  fternu- 
tatory.  The  root  of  afarum  is  per- 
haps the  ftrongeft  of  all  the  vege- 
table errhines,  whits  hellebore  it- 
felf  not  excepted.  Snuffed  up  the 
nofe,  in  the  quantity  of  a  grain  or 
two,  it  occcafions  a  large  evacua- 
tion of  mucus,  and  raifes  aptyalifm. 
The  leaves,  the  only  part  retained 
in  our  difpeniatory,  are  confider- 
ably  milder,  and  may  be  given  to 
G  4  the 
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the  quantity  of  thrae,  four,  or  live 
grains.  Geoffrey  relates,  that  after 
giving  a  dofe  of  this  errhine  at 
night,  he  has  frequently  oblerved 
the  difcharge  from  the  nofe  to  con- 
tinue for  three  days  together ;  and 
that  he  has  known  a  paralyfis  of 
the  mouth  and  tongue  cured  by 
one  dofe.  He  recommends  this 
medicine  in  flubborn  diforders  of 
the  head,  proceeding  from  vifcid 
tenacious  matter,  in  palfies,  and  in 
foporific  diftempers.  The  leaves 
are  an  ingredient  in  the  pulvis  fter- 
nutatorius  of  the  fhops. 

ASCLEPIAS,  vide  Vincetoxi- 

CTJM. 

ASELLI,  vide  Millepede. 

ASPALATHUS,    vide     Rho- 
dium. 

ASPARAGUS  [E.]  —  fativus, 
C.  B.  This  plant  is  cultivated  in 
gardens  for  culinary  ufe.  The 
roots  have  a  bitterifh  glutinous 
tafte  inclining  to  fvveetnefs  :  The 
fruit  has  much  the  fame  kind  of 
tafte :  The  young  (hoots  are  more 
agreeable  than  either.  Afparagus 
promotes  appetite,  but  affords  little 
nourifhmenL  It  gives  a  ftrong  ill 
fmell  to  the  urine  in  a  little  time 
after  eating  it?  and  for  this  reafon 
chiefly  is  fuppofed  to  be  diuretic  : 
it  is  likewife  efteemed  aperient  and 
deobftruent;  the  root  is  one  of  the 
five  called  opening  roots.  Some, 
fuppofe  the  moots  to  be  moft  effi- 
cacious; others  the  root ;  and  others 
the  bark  of  the  root.  Stahl  is  of 
opinion,  that  none  of  them  have 
any  great  fhare  of  the  virtues  ufu- 
ally  afcribed  to  them  :  Afparagus 
appears  from  experience  to  con- 
tribute very  little  either  to  the 
exciting  of  urine  when  fuppreffed, 
or  increasing  its  difcharge  ;  and  in 
C3fes  where  aperient  medicines  ge- 


nerally do  fervice,  this  has  little  or 
no  effect. 

ASPERULA  :  afperula  aut  af- 
pergula  odoraia  noftras,  Lob.  Wood- 
roof;  the  flowers.  This  is  a  low 
umbelliferous  plant,  growing  wild 
in  woods  and  copies,  and  flowering 
in  May.  It  has  an  exceeding  plea- 
fant  fmell,  which  is  improved  by 
moderate  exfiecation  ;  the  tafte  is 
fubfaline,  and  fomewhat  auftere. 
It  imparts  its  flavour  to  vinous  li- 
quors.  Afperula  is  fuppofed  to 
attenuate  vifcid  humours,  and 
ftrengthen  the  tone  of  the  bowels  : 
It  is  recommended  in  obftrucfions 
of  the  liver  and  biliary  duels,  and 
by  fome  in  epiiepfies  and  palfies : 
Modern  practice  has  neverthelefs 
rejected  it. 

ASPHALTUS,  vide  Bitumem 

JUDAICUM. 

ASPLENIUM,     vide     Cete- 

RAEH. 

ATRIPLEX  FOETIDA  [£.£.] 
blitum  fcetidum,  <vuln)aria  dittum 
Raii.  Stinking  orach  or  arrach  ; 
the  leaves.  This  is  a  low  plant, 
fprinkled  all  over  with  a  kind  of 
whitifh  clammy  meal :  It  grows 
about  dunghills,  and  other  wafte 
places.  The  leaves  have  a  ftrong 
fetid  fmell,  which  the  hand,  by  a 
light  touch,  becomes  fo  impreg- 
nated with,  as  not  to  be  eafily 
freed  from.  Its  fmell  has  gained 
it  the  character  of  an  excellent  an- 
tihyfteric;  and  this  is  the  only  ufe 
it  is  applied  to.  Tournefort  re- 
commends a  fpirituous  tincture ; 
others  a  decoction  in  water,  and 
oihers  a  conferve  of  the  leaves,  as 
of  wonderful  efficacy  in  uterine 
djforders. 

ATRIPLEX  SATIVA  [£.] 
The   garden   araches     (which    are 

either 
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either  of  a  pale,  greenifh,  or  pur- 
plifh  red  colour,  and  hence  named 
atriplex  alba  and  rubra)  are  chiefly 
employed  for  culinary  purpofes. 
They  are  cooling,  and  gently  laxa- 
tive :  a  decoclion  of  the  leaves  is 
of  good  ufe  in  coflivenefs,  where 
the  patient  is  of  a  hot  bilious  dif- 
pofition. 

AVENA    [£.]  Oats. This 

grain  is  an  article  rather  of  food 
than  of  medicine.  It  is  fufficiently 
nutritive,  and  eafy  of  digeftion. 
The  gruels  made  from  it  have 
likewife  a  kind  of  foft  mucilagi- 
nous quality  ;  by  which  they  ob- 
tund  acrimonious  humours,  and 
prove  ufeful  in  inflammatory  dif- 
orders,  coughs,  hoarfenefs,  rough- 
nefs  and  exulcerations  of  the 
fauces. 

ACJRANTIA  MALUS  [L.  £.] 

major,  C.  B.  fruclu  acido    Ph. 

land.  The  orange  tree  bearing 
acid  fruit j  its  flowers;  the  fruit, 
called  aurantia  Hifpaknjia,  Seville 
oranges  ;  and  the  yellow  rind  of 

the   fruit. This   is   a   beautiful 

evergreen  tree,  or  rather  fhrub, 
bearing  flowers  and  fruit  all  the 
year  :  It  is  a  native  of  the  warmer 
climates,  and  does   not   well  bear 

the  winters  of  this. The  flowers 

are  highly  odoriferous,  and  have 
been  for  fome  time  paft  of  great 
efteem  as  a  perfume :  Their  taile 
is  warm;  accompanied  with  a  de- 
gree of  bitternefs.  They  yield  their 
flavour  by  infufion  to  reclined  fpi- 
rit,  and  in  diftillation  both  to  fpi- 
rit  and  water.  The  diftilled  water 
was  formerly  kept  in  the  Ihops, 
but  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of 
the  flowers  is  now  laid  alide  ;  it  is 
called  by  foreign  writers  aqua 
naphse.  An  oij  diftilled  from 
thefe  flowers  is  brought  from 
Italy  under  the  name  of  oleum, 
qx  eiTentia  neroli, — The  outer  yelr 
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low  rind  of  the  fruit  is  a  grateful 
aromatic  bitter,  and  in  cold  phleg- 
matic conftitutions,  proves  an  ex- 
cellent ftomachic  and  carminative, 
promoting  appetite,  warming  the 
habit,  and  ftrengthening  the  tone 
of  the  vifcera.  Orange  peel  appears 
to  be  considerably  warmer  than 
that  of  lemons,  and  to  abound  more 
with  eflential  oil :  To  this  circum- 
ftance  therefore  due  regard  ought  to 
be  had  in  the  exhibition  of  thefe 
medicines.  The  flavour  of  the 
flrft  is  likewife  fuppofed  to  be 
lefs  perifiiable  than  that  of  the 
other :  Hence  the  college  employ 
orange  peel  in  the  fpirituous  bitter 
tindture,  which  is  deflgned  for 
keeping,  whilft  in  the  bitter  watery 
infufion,  lemon  peel  is  preferred. 
A  fyrup,  and  two  diftilled  waters 
are  for  the  fame  reafon  prepared 
from  the  rind  of  oranges  in  pre- 
ference to  that  of  lemons.  —  The 
juice  of  oranges  is  a  grateful  acid 
liquor,  of  confiderable  ufe  in  fe- 
brile or  inflammatory  diftempers, 
for  allaying  heat,  abating  exorbi- 
tant commotions  of  the  blood, 
quenching  thirft,  and  promoting 
the  falutary  excretions :  It  is  like- 
wife  of  fervice  in  '  fome  kinds  of 
fcurvies,  efpecially  when  exhibited 
in  conjunction  with  the  cochlearia, 
naflurtium,  or  other  acrid  antifcor- 
butics,  as  in  the  fucci  fcorbutici  of 
the  fhops. 

AURICULA  JUD^E  :  [£.] 
fungus  auricula  jfuda',  coloris  ex 
cineraceo  nigricantis,  perniciofus,  in 
fambuci  caudice  nafcens,  y.  B.  Jews 
ear,  a  fungus  growing  on  old  elder 
trees.  This  fungus  is  faid  by  fome 
to  be  a  ftrong  purgative;  by  others 
an  aftringent.  The  more  judicious 
medical  writers  have  declared  its  in- 
ternal ufe  dangerous. 

AURICULA    MURIS  :    [£•] 
filofella  major  rspens  hirfuta,    C.  B. 

Moufe* 
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Moufe-ear  ;  the  leaves.  This  is 
a  low  creeping  plant,  covered  with 
a  kind  of  blackifh  hairs  :  It  grows 
wild  in  dry  pafture  grounds,  and 
flowers  in  June  and  July.  The 
leaves  have  a  rough  fubacrid  tafte : 
They  are  recommended  as  aftrin- 
gents,  but  practice  pays  no  regard 
to  them. 

AURIPIGMENTUM,  Orpi- 
ment  j  a  mineral,  compofed  of  ful- 
phur  and  arfenic.  See  Arsenicum. 

AURUM.  [£.]  Gold  was  intro- 
duced into  medicine  by  the  Ara- 
bians, who  efteemed  it  one  of  the 
greateft    cordials    and    comforters 
of  the  nerves.      From  them  Eu- 
rope received  it  without  any  dimi- 
minution  of  its  character:  In  fo- 
reign pharmacopoeias  it  is  ftill  re- 
tained,   and  even  mixed  with  the 
Ingredients  from  which  fimple  wa- 
ters are  to   be   diftilled.      But  no 
one,   it  is  prefumed  j  at  this  time, 
expedls  any  fingular  virtues  from  it, 
jince  it  certainly   is  not  alterable 
in  the  human  body.     Mr  Geoffroy, 
though  unwilling  to  reject  it  from 
the   cordial  preparations,    honeftly 
acknowledges,  that  he  has  no  other 
reafon  for  retaining  it,  than  com- 
plaifance  to  the  Arabian  fchools. 
The    chemifts  have  endeavoured, 
by  many  elaborate  proceffes,  to  ex- 
tract what  they  call  a  fulphur  or  a- 
itima  of  gold  :  But  no  method  is  as 
yet  known  of  feparating  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  this   metal :    All 
the  tin&ures  of  it,  and  aurum  pota- 
bile's,  which  have  hitherto  appear- 
ed, are  real  folutions  of  it  in  aqua 
regis,    diluted  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
or  other  liquors,  and   prove  inju- 
rious to  the  body  rather  than  bene- 
ficial. 

AXUNGIA.  A  great  variety 
of  fats  were  introduced  by  the  .Ara- 
bians, and  recommended  as  poffef- 


fing  diftincl:  virtues.     The  college 
of  Wirtemberg,  in  the  laft  edition 
of  their  difpenfatory,   publifhed  in 
1 741,  direct  no  lefs  than  twenty- 
eight  different  fats  to  be  kept  in  the 
fhops  :  Some  of  thefe,  they  inform 
us,  are  attenuating  and  refolvent ; 
fuch  are  thofe  of  the  heron,  wild 
cat,  ftork,  partridge,  coney,  hare, 
fox,  Alpine  moufe,  the  badger,  boar, 
wolf,  ferpents  and  vipers :   Others 
are  heating,  detergent,  and  feptic  ; 
thofe  of  the  eel,  the  pike,  and  the 
umber.     A  third  clafs  is  emollient ; 
the  fat  of  the  ox,  the  deer,  and  the 
goat;  and  a  fourth,  emollient,  di- 
gerent,  and  lenient  j  this  laft  com- 
prehends the  fats  of  the  duck,  goofe, 
dog,  capon,  beaver,  horfe,  hen,  and 
human  fat.      The   Edinburgh  dif- 
penfatory has  made  a  confiderable 
reduction  of  thefe  articles,  and  re- 
tains only  the  fats  of   the  duck, 
goofe,  hen,  viper,  and  human  fat, 
with  beef,  mutton,  and  goats  fuet, 
boar  and  hogs  lard,  and  the  mar- 
row of  the  flag.     Our  college  has 
expunged  them  all,  except  the  hogs 
lard  and  mutton  fuet,  and  the  fat 
of  the  viper  ;  which  are  certainly 
fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
that  fubftances   of  this    clafs    are 
ufually  employed  for.     They  have 
all  one  common  emollient  quality, 
relax  the  part  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied,   and    prevent  perfpiration  ; 
Thefe  effedts,  with  the  confequences 
of  them,    may    be   expected  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree,  from  fats  of 
every  kind. 

BALAUSTIA,  [L.  E.}  Balau- 
ftines ;  the  flowers  of  the  balaufiia 
jiors  plena  ?najoret  C.  B.  double 
flowered  pomegranate  tree.  This 
is  a  low  tree,  or  rather  fhrub, 
growing  wild  in  Italy,  Sec.  The 
flowers  are  of  an  elegant  red  co- 
lour, in  appearance  refembling  a 
dried  red  rofe.  Their  talle  is  bit- 
terifh  and   aitringent.     Balauftines 
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are  recommended  in  diarrhoeas, 
dyfentries,  and  other  cafes  where 
aftringent  medicines  are  proper. 
They  are  rarely  directed,  in  extem- 
poraneous prefcription,  and  enter 
only  one  officinal  compofition, 
pulvis  e  fuccino  ccmpofitus. 

BALSAMITA  MAS  [E.]men- 
fha  kortenfis  corymbifera,  C.  B. 
Coftmary;  the  leaves.  This  was 
formerly  a  very  common  garden 
plant,  and  of  frequent  ufe  both  for 
culinary  and  medicinal  purpofes ; 
but  is  at  prefent  very  little  regarded 
for  either ;  though  it  fhould  feem, 
from  its  fenfible  qualities,  to  be 
equal  or  fuperior,  as  a  medicine, 
to  fome  aromatic  herbs,  which 
pra&ice  has  retained.  The  leaves 
have  a  bitterifh  warm  aromatic 
tafte  ;  and  a  very  pleafant  fmell, 
approaahing  to  that  of  mint,  or  a 
mixture  of  mint  and  maudlin. 
Water  elevates  their  flavour  in  di- 
ftillation;  and  reclined  fpirit  extracts 
it  by  infufton. 

EALSAMUM  COPAIBA  [£.£.] 
a  liquid  refinous  juice,  flowing 
from  inciflons  made  in  the  trunk  of 
a  large  tree  which  grows  in  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies. — This  juice 
is  clear  and  tranfparent,  of  a  whit- 
jfh  or  pale  yellowiih  colour,  an 
agreeable  fmell,  and  a  bitterifh 
pungent  tafte.  It  is  ufually  about 
the  confiflence  of  oil,  or  a  little 
thicker :  Long  kept,  it  becomes 
nearly  as  thick  as  honey,  retaining 
its  clearnefs ;  but  has  not  been  ob- 
ferved  to  grow  dry  or  folid,  as 
moft  of  the  other  refinous  juices  do. 
We  fometimes  meet  with  a  thick 
fort  of  balfam  of  copaiba,  which  is 
not  at  all  tranfparent,  or  much 
lefs  fo  than  the  foregoing,  and  ge- 
nerally has  a  portion  of  turbid 
watery  liquor  at  the  bottom. 
This  fort  is  probably  either  adul- 
terated   by  the    mixture    of  other 


fubftances,  or  has  been  exrratted 
by  coclion  from  the  bark  and 
branches  of  the  tree :  Its  fmell 
and  tafte  are  much  lefs  pleafant 
than  thofe  of  the  genuine  balfam. 
Pure  balfam  of  copaiva  diflblves 
entirely  in  rectified  fpirit,  efpecially 
if  the  menftruum  be  previoufly  al- 
calized :  The  folution  has  a  very 
fragrant  fmell.  Diftilled  with  wa- 
ter, it  yields  a  large  quantity  of  a 
limpid  eflential  oil ;  and  in  a  ftrong 
heat,  without  addition,  a  blue  oil. 
The  balfam  of  copaiba  is  an  ufe- 
ful  corroborating  detergent  medi- 
cine, accompanied  with  a  degree 
of  irritation.  It  ftrengthens  the 
nervous  fyftem ;  tends  to  loofen 
the  belly,  and  in  large  dofes  proves 
purgative,  promotes  urine,  and 
fometimes  the  expulflon  of  gravel; 
cleanfes  and  heals  ulcerations  in 
the  urinary  paffages,  which  it  is 
fuppofed  to  perform  more  effectu- 
ally than  any  of  the  other  balfams. 
Fuller  obferves,  that  it  gives  the 
urine  an  intenfely  bitter  tafte,  but 
not  a  violet  fmell  as  the  turpen- 
tines do. — This  balfam  has  been 
principally  celebrated  in  gleets  and 
the  fluor  albus,  and  externally  as 
a  vulnerary.  The  author  above- 
mentioned  recommends  it  likewife 
in  dyfenteries,  in  fcorbutic  cache- 
xies, in  difeafes  of  the  breaft  and 
lungs,  and  in  an  acrimonious  or 
putrefcent  ftate  of  the  juices :  He 
fays  he  has  known  very  dangerous 
coughs,  which  manifeftly  threaten- 
ed a  confumption,  cured  by  the  ufe 
of  this  balfam  alone  ;  and  that  not- 
withstanding its  being  hot  and  bit- 
ter, it  has  good  effects  even  in 
hectic  cafes. — The  dofe  of  this 
medicine  rarely  exceeds  twenty  or 
thirty  drops,  though  fome  direct 
flxty  or  more.  It  may  be  conve- 
niently exhibited  in  the  form  of 
an  elaeofaccharum  j  or  triturated 
with  almonds  into  an  emulflon  ;  or 
agitated  with  milk,  which  it  thu? 
readily 
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readily  unites  with  :  It  imperfectly 
mingles,  by  agitation,  with  water 
alfo. 

BALSAMUM  GILEADENSE, 
vide  Opobalsamum, 

BALSAMUM  PERUVIANUM 
XL.  E.~]  The  common  Peruvian 
balfam  is  faid  to  be  extracted  by 
coclion  in  water,  from  an  odori- 
ferous fhrub  growing  in  Peru,  and 
the  warmer  parts  of  America.  This 
balfam,  as  brought  to  us,  is  nearly 
of  the  confiftence  of  thin  honey, 
of  a  reddifh  brown  colour  inclin- 
ing to  black,  an  agreeable  aroma- 
tic fmell,  and  a  very  hot  biting 
tafte.  Diftilled  with  water,  it 
yields  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  fra- 
grant eflential  oil  of  a  reddifh  co- 
lour ;  and  in  a  ftrong  fire,  without 

addition,  a  yellowifh  red  one. 

Balfam  of  Peru  is  a  very  warm  aro- 
matic medicine, 'cisnfiderably  hot- 
ter, and  more  acrid  than  copaiba. 
Its  principal  effe&s  are,  to  warm 
the  habit,  to  ftrengthen  the  ner- 
vous fyftem,  promote  the  circula- 
tion, and  attenuate  vifcid  humours. 
Hence  its  ufe  in  fome  kinds  of 
afthmas,  gonorrhoeas,  dyfenteries, 
fuppreffions  of  the  uterine  dif- 
charges,  obftrudiions  of  the  vifce- 
ra,  and  other  diforders  proceeding 
from  a  debility  of  the  folids,  or  a 
fluggifhnefs  and  inactivity  of  the 
juices.  It  is  alfo  employed  ex- 
ternally, for  cleanfmg  and  healing 
wounds  and  ulcers ;  and  fometimes 
againft  palfies  and  rheumatic  pains. 
— This  balfam  does  not  unite  with 
water,  milk,  expreil'ed  oils,  ani- 
mal fats,  or  wax  :  It  n-,ay  be  min- 
gled in  the  cold  with  this  laft,  as 
alfo  with  the  febaceous  fubftance 
called-  expreffed  oil  of  mace  ;  but 
if  the  mixture  be  afterwards  lique- 
fied by  heat,  the  balfam  feparates 
and  falls  to  the  bottom.     Alcalde 


lixivia  diffolve  great  part  of  it ;  and 
and  rectified  fpirit  the  whole. 

There  is  another  fort  of  balfam 
of  Peru,  ■  of  a  <wbite  colour,  and 
confiderably  more  fragrant  than 
the  former.  This  is  very  rarely 
brought  to  us.  It  is  faid  to  be  the 
produce  of  the  fame  plant  which 
yields  the  common,  or  black  balfam  ; 
and  to  exfude  from  incifions  made 
in  the  trunk-.  ' 

BALSAMUM  TOLUTANtlM 

[L.  E.]   Balfam   of  Tolu. This 

flows  from  a  tree  of  the  pine  kind, 
growing  in  Tolu  in  the  Spanifh 
Weft  Indies  ;  from  whence  the 
balfam  is  brought  to  us  in  little 
gourd  fhells.  It  is  of  a  yellowifh 
brown  colour,  inclining  to  red ; 
in  confiftence  thick  and  tenacious  : 
By  age  it  grows  hard  and  brittle, 
widiout  fufFering  any  great  lofs  of 
its  more  valuable  parts.  The  fmell 
of  this  balfam  is  extremely  fra- 
grant, fomewhat  refembling  that 
of  lemons ;  its  tafte  warm  and 
fweetifh,  with  little  of  the  pun- 
gency, and  nothing  of  the  naufeous 
relifti,  which  accompany  the  other 
balfams.  It  has  the  fame  general 
virtues  with  the  foregoing  ;  but  for 
fome  purpofes,  particularly  as  a 
corroborant  in  gleets  and  feminal 
weakneffes,  is  fuppofed  to  be  more 
efficacious. 

BARD  ANA  MAJOR  [E  J  lap- 
pa major,  crcium  Dio/eoridis,  C.  B. 
Burdock  ;  the  roots  and  feeds. 
This  is  a  common  plant  about 
way  fides,  fufficiently  known  from 
its  fcaly  heads,  or  burs,  which 
llick  to  the  clothes. — The  feeds 
have  a  bitter,  fubacrid,  and  fome- 
what aromatic  tafte  :  they  are  re- 
commended as  very  efficacious  di- 
uretics, given  either  in  the  form 
of  emulfion,  or  in  powder,  to  the 
quantity   of  a   dram.— The   roots 

tafte 
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tafte  fweetifh,  and  lightly  auftere  ; 
thefe  are  eiteemed  aperient,  diure- 
tic, and  fudorific;  and  faid  to  aft 
without  irritation,  fo  as  to  be  fafely 
ventured  upon  in  acute  diforders. 
Geoftroy  prefers  a  decoftion  of 
thefe  roots  to  that  of  fcorzonera, 
in  malignant  difeafes,  and  the  fmall 
pox ;  and  Simon  Paulli  to  the  ex- 
'otic  woods  in  venereal  diftempers, 
efpecially  in  an  emaciated  habit, 
and  delicate  conftitutions. 

BDELLIUM  [£.]  Bdellium  is 
a  gummy  refinous  concrete  juice, 
brought  from  Arabia  and  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  glebes  of  different  figures 
and  magnitudes.  It  is  of  a  dark 
reddifn  brown  colour,  and  in  ap- 
pearancefome  what  refembles  myrrh. 
Cpon  cutting  a  piece,  it  looks 
fomewhat  tranfparent,  and  as  Geof- 
frey juftly^obferves,  like  glue.  It 
grows  foft  and  tenacious  in  the 
mouth,  flicks  to  the  teeth,  has  a 
bitterifh  tafte,  and  a  hot  difagree- 
able  fmell.  Bdellium  is  recom- 
mended as  a  fudorific,  diuretic, 
and  uterine  j  and  in  external  ap- 
plications for  maturating  tumors, 
&c.  In  the  prefent  practice,  it  is 
fcarce  otherwife  made  ufe  of  than 
as  an  ingredient  in  theriaca. 

BECABUNGA  [L.  E.]  veronica 
aquatica  folio  fubrotundo,  Morif.  hijl. 
Brooklime;  the  leaves.  This  is 
a  low  plant,  common  in  little  ri- 
vulets and  ditches  of  Handing  wa- 
ter :  the  leaves  remain  all  the  win- 
ter, but  are  in  greater!  perfection 
in  the  fpring.  Their  prevailing 
tafte  is  an  herbaceous  one,  accom- 
panied with  a  very  light  bitterifh  - 
nefs.- — Becabunga  is  fuppofed  to 
have  a  faponaceous  detergent  vir- 
tue, and  to  attenuate  vifcid  hu- 
mours without  pungency  or  irrita- 
tion :  Hence  it  is  directed  in  the 
fpecies  of  fcurvy  called  hot,  where 
the  cochlearije,  and  other  acrid  an- 


tifcorbutics  are  lefs  proper.  In  this 
difeafe,  and  where  the  animal  juices 
are  difpofed  to  a  putrid  alcalefcent 
ftate,  it  may  be  given  along  with 
the  forrels,. orange  juice,  or  other 
vegetable  acids ;  or  employed  for 
abating  the  acrimony  of  the  fcurvy 
graffes  and  nafturtia. 

BELLIS  MAJOR— [5.]  hilts 
major  fylvejlris  caule  foliofo  C.  B. 
Greater  or  ox-eye  daify ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  frequent  in  fields,  and  a- 
mong  corn,  flowering  in  May  and 
June.  The  leaves  have  a  glutinous, 
fubfaline  roughifh  tafte.  They  are 
faid  to  be  detergent,  refolvent,  ape- 
rient, and  alfo  moderately  aftrin- 
gent.  Geoffroy  relates,  that  the 
herb,  gathered  before  the  flowers 
have  come  forth;  and  boiled  in  wa- 
ter, imparts  an  acrid  tafte,  pene- 
trating and  fubtile  like  pepper; 
that  this  decoction  is  an  excellent 
vulnerary  and  diuretic. 

BELLIS    MINOR    [£.]    bellis 

minor  fyfaefiris  C.  B.  Common 
daify ;  the  leaves.  Thi3  is  com- 
mon almoft  every  where,  and 
flowers  in  the  fpring. — The  leaves 
have  a  mild  fubaftringent  (accord- 
ing to  fome,  acrid)  tafte ;  and  a- 
bound  with  a  glutinous  juiee.  They 
are  principally  recommended  as 
vulneraries ;  and  in  afthmas-and  hec- 
tic fevers,  and  fuch  diforders  as  are 
occafioned  by  drinking  cold  liquors 
when  the  body  has  been  much  heat- 
ed. Ludovici  prefers  the  bellis 
minor  to  the  plants  commonly  ufed 
as  antifecrbutics,  and  refolvent3 
of  coagulated  blood  in  hypochon- 
driacal diford&rs. 

BENZOINUM  [£.]  Benzoine 
is  a  concrete  refmous  juice,  ob- 
tained from  a  large  tree  growing 
naturally  in  both  the  Indies,  and 
hardy  enough  to  bear  the  fevereft 
winters   of  this  climate.     The  re- 
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fin  is  brought  from  the  Eafl:  Indies 
only,  in  large  mafies,  compofed 
of  white  and  light  brown  pieces,  or 
yellowifh  fpecks,  breaking  very 
eafily  betwixt  the  hands ;  fuch  as 
is  whiteft,  and  free  from  impuri- 
ties, is  moft  efteemed.— -This  re- 
fin  has  very  little  tafte,  impreffing 
only  a  light  fweetnefs  on  the 
tongue  :  its  fmell  is  extremely  fra- 
grant and  agreeable,  efpecially 
when  fet  on  fire.  Committed  to 
the  fire  in  proper  vefiels,  it  yields 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  a  white 
faline  concrete,  of  an  acidulous 
tafte  and  grateful  odour,  foluble 
In.  rectified  fpirit,  and  by  the  af- 

fiftance  of  heat  in  water. The 

principal  ufe  of  benzoine  is  in  per- 
fumes, and  as  a  cofmetic :  It  is 
rarely  met  with  in  extemporaneous 
prefcription,  and  enters  in  fubftance 
only  one  officinal  compofition,  the 
balfamum  traumaticum,  which  is 
defigned  for  external  ufe.  It  fhould 
neverthelefs  feem  applicable  to  o- 
ther  purpofes,  and  to  have  no  ill 
title  to  the  virtues  of  ftorax  and 
balfam  of  Toln,  at  leaft  in  a  fubor- 
dinate  degree. 

BERBERIS  [£.]  lerheris  du- 
metorum  C.  B.  Barberry  ;  the  bark, 
fruit,  and  feeds. — The  barberry 
is  a  fmall  tree,  or  rather  a  large 
bufh,  covered  with  an  afh  coloured 
bark,  under  which  is  contained 
another  of  a  deep  yellow :  the 
berries  are  of  an  elegant  red 
colour,  and  contain  each  two 
hard  brown  feeds.  It  grows  wild 
in  chalky  hills  in  feveral  parts  of 
England;  and  is  frequently  planted 
in  hedges  and  in  gardens. — The 
outward  bark  of  the  branches,  and 
the  leaves,  have  an  aftringent  acid 
tafte  ;  the  inner  yellow  bark,  a 
bitter  one;  this  laft  is  faid  to  be 
ferviceable  in  the  jaundice  ;  and 
by  fome,  to  be  an  ufeful  purga- 
tive.— The  berries,   which  to  the 


tafte  are  gratefully  acid,  and  mo- 
derately reftringent,  have  been 
given  with  good  fuccefs  in  bilious 
fluxes,  and  difeafes  proceeding  from 
heat,  acrimony,  or  thinnefs  of  the 
juices.  Amongthe  Egyptians,  bar- 
berries are  frequently  employed  in 
fluxes,  and  in  malignant  fevers, 
for  abating  heat,  quenching  thirft, 
railing  the  ftrength,  and  prevent- 
ing putrefaction  :  the  fruit  is  ma- 
cerated for  a  day  and  night,  in 
about  twelve  times  its  quantity  of 
water,  with  the  addition  of  a  little 
fennel  feed,  or  the  like,  to  pre- 
vent offence  to  the  ftomach ;  the 
liquor  ftrained  off,  and  fweetened 
with  fugar,  or  fyrup  of  citrons,  is 
given  the  patient  liberally  to  drink. 
Profper  Alpinus  (from  whofe  trea- 
tife  De  medicina  iEgyptiorum,  we 
have  extracted  this  account)  in- 
forms us,  that  he  took  this  me- 
dicine himfelf,  with  happy  fuccefs, 
in  a  peftilential  fever,  accompa- 
nied with  an  immoderate  bilious 
diarrhoea. 

BETA— [E.]  Beta  alba  <vel  pal- 
lefcens  qua  Jicula  et  cicla  officinarum 
hift.  Oxon. — Et,  Beta  rubra  'vul- 
garis C.  B. — Et,  Beta  rubra  radice 
rapa  C.  B. — White  and  red  beets  ; 
and  the  turnep  rooted  red  beet,  or 
beetrave. — Thefe  plants  are  culti- 
vated in  gardens,  chiefly  for  culi- 
nary ufe.  The  eye  diftinguifhes 
little  other  difference  betwixt  them 
than  that  exprefled  in  their  titles. 
Decodtions  of  beets  gently  loofen 
the  belly ;  hence  they  have  been 
ranked  among  the  emollient  herbs : 
the  plants  remaining  after  the 
boiling  are  fuppofed  to  have  ra- 
ther a  contrary  effect.  They  af- 
ford little  nourifhment,  and  are 
faid  by  fome  to  be  prejudicial  to 
the  ftomach.  The  juice  exprefled 
from  the  leaves  is  a  powerful  fter* 
nutatory. 
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BETONICA [£•]    hetonica 

purpurea  C.  B.     Common  or  wood 
betony  ;    the    leaves,    tops,     and 
flowers.      This    is    a    low    plant, 
growing  in  woods  and  fhady  places, 
in  feveral  parts  of  England  :  the 
flowers   come    forth   in    June  and 
July ;  they   are   of  a  purplifh  co« 
lour,    and  Hand   in   fpikes  on  the 
tops  of  the  ftalks.     The  leaves  and 
flowers  have  an  herbaceous,  rough- 
ifh,    fomewhat  bitteriih   tafte.,    ac- 
companied with  a  very  weak  aro- 
matic flavour.— This  herb  has  long 
been  a  favourite  among  writers  on 
the  materia  medica,  who  have  not 
been    wanting    to   attribute    to    it 
abundance  of  good  qualities.     Ex- 
perience   does    not    difcover    any 
other  virtue  in  betony  than  that  of 
a  mild  corroborant :  as  fuch,  an  in- 
fufion,  or  light  decoction  of  it,  may 
be  drank  as  tea,  or  a  faturated  tinc- 
ture in  re&ified  fpirit,  exhibited  in 
fuitable  dofes,  in  laxity  and  debility 
of  the  vifcera,  and   diforders  pro- 
ceeding from  thence.     The  powder 
of  the  leaves,  fnuffed  up  the  nofe, 
provokes  fneezing  ;  and  hence  be- 
tony is  fometimes  made  an  ingre- 
dient in  fternutatory  powders  :   this 
cffedt  is  not  owing,  as  is  generally 
fuppofed,  to  any  peculiar  Simulating 
quality  in  the  herb,  but  to  the  rough 
hairs  which  the  leaves  are  covered 
with.     The  roots  of  this  plant  dif- 
fer greatly  in  quality  from  the  other 
parts :  their  tafte  is  bitter  and  very 
naufeous  :    taken  in  a  fmall  dole, 
they  vomit  and  purge  violently,  and 
feem  to  have  fomewhat  in  common 
with  the  roots  of  hellebore.     It  is 
pretty  Angular,  if  true,  that  betony 
affefts  thole  who  gather  any  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  it,  with  a  diforderre- 
femblingdrunkennefs;  Simon  Paulli 
and  Bartholinus  are  the  vouchers. 

BETONICA     AQUATICA, 

Vide      SCROPHULARIA      AQUATICA 

Major. 
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BETONICA  PAULI,  vide  Ve- 


ronica  MAS. 

BETULA  [£.]  The  birch  tree; 
the  bark  and  fap.  This  tree  grows 
wild  in  moift  woods :  it  is  covered 
with  a  number  of  barks,  the  outer- 
moll  of  which  is  thick,  rough, 
and  full  of  chaps ;  the  inner  ones 
very  thin,  fmooth,  of  a  white 
colour,  tranfparent  like  parch- 
ment. All  thefe  barks  are  very 
readily  inflammable,  and  feem  to> 
abound  with  refinous  matter:  they 
are  faid  to  be  aperient  and  deter- 
gent, and  ferviceable  in  cutaneous 
diforders.  Upon  deeply  wound- 
ing or  boring  the  trunk  of  the 
tree  in  the  beginning  of  fpring,  a 
fweetifh  juice  ifiues  forth,  fome- 
times in  fo  large  a  quantity  as  to 
equal  in  weight  the  whole  tree  and 
root  :  one  branch  will  bleed  a  gal- 
lon or  more  in  a  day.  This  juice 
is  chiefly  recommended  in  fcorbu- 
tic  diforders,  and  other  foulnefles- 
of  the  blood  :  its  moft  fenflble  ef- 
fecT:'  is  to  promote  the  urinary  dif- 
charge. 

BEZOAR  [£.]  The  bezoar 
Hone  is  a  calculous  concretion 
found  in  the  ftomach  of  certain- 
animals  which  are  faid  to  be  of 
the  goat  kind.  It  is  compofed  of 
concentrical  coats  furrounding  one 
another,  with  a  little  cavity  in  the 
middle,  containing  a  bit  of  wood, 
ftraw,  hair,  or  the  like  fubftances. 
The  {hops  diltinguilh  two  forts  of 
bezoar,  one  brought  from  Perfla. 
and  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  other  from, 
the  Spanifti  Weft  Indies.  The  firft 
or  belt  fort,  called  oriental  bezoar, 
is  of  a  fhining  dark  green  or  olive 
colour,  and  an  even  fmooth  fur- 
face  ;  on  removing  the  outward 
coat,  that  which  lies  underneath  it 
appears  likewife  fmooth  and  Alin- 
ing. The  occidental  has  a  rough 
furface,  and  lefs  of  a  green  colour 

than 
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than  the  foregoing :  it  is  likewife 
much  heavier,  more  brittle,  and  of 
a    loofer  texture  ;    the   coats   are 
thicker,  and  on  breaking  exhibit  a 
number  of  ftrias  curioufly  interwo- 
ven.    The  oriental  is  generally  lefs 
than  a  walnut ;  the  occidental  for 
the  moft  part  larger,  and  fometimes 
as  big  as  a  goofe  egg..    The  firft  is 
univerfally  moft  efteemed,    and  is 
the  only  fort  now  retained  by  the 
London   college ;    the   Edinburgh 
direft  both.     Kasrnpfer   (in  whole 
Amamitates  exotica;,  a  full  account 
of    the    bezoar    animal    may    be 
feen)  informs  us,     that  this  ftone 
is  in  high  efteem  among  the  Per- 
lians,    and   even  of  greater   value 
than  in  Europe  :    this,  with  fun- 
dry  other  circumftances  needlefs  to 
relate  here,  has  given  occafion  to 
many  to  fufpect  that  the  true  bezoar 
is  never  brought  to  us.     Some  au- 
thors relate  with  great  confidence 
that  all  the  ftones  commonly  fold 
under  this  name  are  artificial  com- 
pofitions.     That  fome  of  them  are 
fo  is  evident ;  hence  the  great  dif- 
ferences in  the  accounts  which  dif- 
ferent perfons  have  given  of  their 
qualities  j  the  ftones  examined  by 
Slare  as  oriental  bezoar  did  not  dif- 
folve  in  acids;   thofe  which  Grew 
and  Boyle  made  trial  of  did  -.  thofe 
employed  by  Geoffroy  (in  fome  ex- 
periments  related    in    the   French 
memoirs  1710)  did  not  feem  to  be 
acled  on  by  rectified  fprrit ;  whilft 
the  belt  that  Neuman  could  procure 
at  Berlin   almoft   totally   diflblved 
therein.     The    common   mark  of 
the  goodnefs   of  this   ftone   is   its 
ftriking    a    deep   green  colour  on 
white  paper  that  has  been  rubbed 
with  chalk.    Bezoar  was  not  known 
to  the  ancient  Greeks,  and  is  firft 
taken  notice  of  by  the  Arabians, 
who  extol  it  in  a  great  variety  of 
diforders,  particularly   againft  poi- 
fons.     Later  writers  alfo  bellow  ex- 
traordinary commendations  on  it  as 


a  fucorific  and  alexipharmac  ;  vir- 
tues to  which  it  certainly  has  no 
pretence.  It  is  a  morbid  concre- 
tion, much  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  human  calculus,  of  no  fmell  or 
tafte,  not  digeftible  in  the  ftomach 
of  the  animal  which  it  is  found  in, 
and  fcarce  capable  of  being  acledon 
by  any  of  the  juices  of  the  human 
body.  It  cannot  be  confidered  in 
any  other  light  than  as  an  abforb- 
ent ;  and  is  much  the  weakeft  of 
all  the  fubftances  of  that  clafs.  It 
has  been  given  to  half  a  dram, 
and  fometimes  a  whole  dram,  with- 
out any  ienfible  effeft  ;  though  the 
general  dofe  (on  account  of  its  great 
price)  is  only  a  few  grains. 

BISMALVA,  videALTHJEA. 

BISMUTHUM  [£.]  Bifmuthis 
a  ponderous  femimetal,  refembling 
in  appearance  the  antimonial  regu- 
lus  and  zinc,  but  greatly  differing 
from  them  in  quality.  It  diffolves 
with  vehemence  in  the  nitrous  acid, 
which  only  corrodes  the  regulus  of 
antimony  >  and  is  fcarce  at  all  fo- 
luble  in  the  marine  acid  which  acts 
violently  on  zinc.  A  calx  and 
flowers  of  this  femimetal  have  been 
recommended  as  fimilar  in  virtue 
to  certain  antimonial  preparations  ; 
but  are  at  prefent  of  no  other  ufe 
than  as  a  pigment  or  cofmetic. 

BISTORTA  [L.  E.~]  hifiorta  ma- 
jor radice  minus  intorta,  C.  B.  Bif- 
tort  or  Snakeweed  ;  the  root.  This 
plant  grows  wild  in  moift  meadows, 
in  feveral  parts  of  England  ;  but  is 
not  very  common  about  London. 
The  root  is  about  the  thicknefs  of 
the  little  finger,  of  a  blackilh  brown 
cohour  on  the  outfide,  and  reddifh 
within  :  it  is  writhed  or  bent  verna- 
cularly (whence  the  name  of  the 
plant)  with  a  joint  at  each  bending, 
and  full  of  buihy  fibres,  the  root 
of  the  fpecies  here  intended,  has  for 
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the  moft  part  only  one  or  two  bend- 
ings  ;  others  have  three  or  more.— 
All  the  parts  of  biftort  have  a  rough 
auftere  taite,  particularly  the  root, 
which  is  one  of  the  itrongeft  of  the 
vegetable  aftringents.  It  is  em- 
ployed in  all  kinds  of  immoderate 
hasmorrhagies  and  other  fluxes, 
both  internally  andexternally,where 
allringency  is  the  only  indication. 
It  is  certainly  a  very  powerful  flyp- 
tic,  and  is  to  be  looked  on  Amply 
as  fuch:  the  fudorific,  antipeitilen- 
tial,  and  other  like  virtues  attribu- 
ted to  it,  have  no  foundation.  The 
largeil  dofe  of  the  root  in  powder 
is  one  dram. 

BITUMEN  JUDAICUM; 
[L.  E.]  afphaltus.  Jews  pitch.  This 
is  a  light,  folid  bitumen,  ofadufky 
colour  on  the  outfide,  and  a  deep 
fhining  black  within  ;  of  very  little 
taite,  and  fcarce  any  fmell  unlefs 
heated,  when  it  emits  a  ftrong 
pitchy  one.  It  is  found  plentifully 
in  the  earth,  in  feveral  parts  of  E- 
gypt,  and  on  the  furface  of  the 
Dead  fea  ;  but  is  very  rarely  brought 
to  us.  In  its  room,  the  fhops  em- 
ploy other  bituminous  fubftances 
found  in  France,  Germany,  and 
Switzerland  :  thefe  have  a  much 
ftronger  pitchy  fmell ;  but  in  other 
refpects  agree  pretty  much  with  the 
true  afphaltus.  Sometimes  pitch 
itfelf,  or  the  caput  mortuum  re- 
maining after  the  diftillation  of  am- 
ber, are  fubftituted.  Abundance  of 
virtues  are  attributed  to  this  bitu- 
men, as  refolvent,  difcutient,  glu- 
tinant,  fudorific,  emollient,  emme- 
nagogue,  &c.  but  it  has  not  for  a 
long  time  been  any  otherwife  ufed, 
than  as  an  ingredient  intheriaca. 

BOLL  Boles  are  vifcid  earths, 
lefs  coherent,  and  more  friable  than 
clay,  more  readily  uniting  with 
water  and  more  freely  fubfiding 
from  it.     Thev  are  foft  and  unc- 
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tuous  to  the  touch,  adhere  to  the 


tongue,  and  by  degrees  melt  in  the 
mouth,  impreffing  a  light  fenfe  of 
aftringency.  A  great  variety  of 
thefe  kinds  of  earths  have  been  in- 
troduced into  medicine  ;  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  are  the  following. 

(1)  BOLUS  ARMENA  [L.  £.] 
Pure  Armenian  bole  is  of  a  bright 
red  colour,  with  a  tinge  of  yellow  : 
it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  and  moft 
compact  of  all  the  bodies  of  this 
clafs,  and  not  fmooth  or  gloffy  like 
the  others,  but  generally  of  a 
rough  dully  furface.  It  raifes  no 
eiFervefcence  wkh  acids. 

(2)  BOLUS  GALLICA;  [ZJ 
The  common  French  bole  is  of  a 
pale  red  colour,  variegated  with 
irregular  fpecks  or  veins  of  white 
and  yellow.  It  is  much  fofter  than 
the  foregoing ;  and  flightly  effer- 
vefces  with  acids.' 

(3)  BOLUS  BLESENSIS.  Bole 
of  Blois.  This  is  a  yellow  bole, 
remarkably  lighter  than  the  former, 
and  than  moil  of  the  other  yellow 
earths.  It  effervefces  violently  with 
acids. 

(4)  BOLUS  BOHEMICA  [£.] 
Bohemian  bole.  This  is  of  a  yel- 
low colour,  with  a  call  of  red,  ge- 
nerally of  a  flaky  texture.  It  is 
not  afted  on  by  acids. 

( ;)  TERRA  LEMN1A  [£.]  Is 
a  pale  red  earth  j  flightly  eftervef- 
cing  with  acids. 

(6)  TERRA  SILESIACA  ;  [£.] 
Silefian  earth  is  of  a  brownifh  yel- 
low colour :  acids  have  no  fenfible 
efFeft  upon  it.  Thefe  and  other 
earths,  made  into  little  mafTes,  and 
flamped  with  certain  impreffions, 
are  called  terra  jigillatte. 

The  boles  of  Armenia  and  Blois, 
and  the  Lemnian  earth,  are  rarely 
met  with  genuine  in  the  (hops ;  the 
coarfer  boles,  or  white  clay  co- 
loured with  ochre,  caput  mortuum 
of  vitriol,  &c.  frequently  fupply 
their  place.  The  genuine  may  be 
H  diftin- 
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diftinguifhed  by  their  fubfiding  uni- 
formly from  water,  without  any  re- 
paration of  their  parts :  the  genuine 
yellow  boles  retain  their  colour,  or 
have  it  deepened  in  the  fire ; 
whilft  the  counterfeit  forts  burn 
red.  Thefe  earths  are  recommend- 
ed as  aftringentj  fudorific  and  alexi- 
pharmac  ;  and  faid  to  have  excel- 
lent effedts  in  diarrhoeas,  dyfente- 
ries  and  hasmorrhagies,  and  in  ma- 
lignant and  peftilential  diftempers. 
Whether  they  have  really  any  vir- 
tues of  this  kind,  (unlefs  in  diar- 
rhoeas) is  very  doubtful.  See  page  5  6. 

BOMBYX,  vide  Sericum. 

BONUS  HENRICUS;  [E.]  la- 
pathum  unduofum,  olidum  perenne 
fpinachia  facie  Moris.  Englifh  herb 
mercury  ;  the  leaves.  This  is  met 
with  byroad  fides,  and  in  unculti- 
vated places.  It  is  ranked  among 
the  five  emollient  herbs,  but  rarely 
made  ufe  of  in  praciife.  The  leaves 
are  employed  by  the  common  peo- 
ple for  healing  flefti  wounds,  cleanf- 
ing  old  ulcers,  and  other  like  pur- 
pofes. 

BORAGO  [£.]  horago  fore  ca- 
ruleo,  J.  B.  Borage ;  the  flowers. 
This  is  a  rough  plant,  clothed  with 
fmall  prickly  hairs  :  it  grows  wild 
in  wafte  places,  and  upon  old 
walls.  An  exhilarating  virtue  has 
been  attributed  to  the  flowers  of 
borage,  which  are  hence  ranked 
among  the  fo  called  cordial  flowers. 

BORAX  [L.  £.]  This  is  a  faline 
fubftance,  brought  from  the  Eaft 
Indies  in  great  mafles  compofed 
partly  of  large  cryftals,  but  chiefly 
of  fmaller  ones,  partly  white  and 
partly  green,  joined  together  as  it 
were  by  a  greafy  yellow  fubftance, 
intermingled  with  fand,  fmall  ftones, 
and  other  impurities :  the  purer 
cryftals,  expofed  to   the  fire,  melt 


into  a  kind  of  glafs,  which  is  ne"- 
verthelefs  foluble  in  water.  This 
fait  diflblvedandcryftallized,  forms 
fmall  tranfparent  mafles  :  the  re- 
finers have  a  method  of  fhooting  it 
into  larger  cryftals  ■,  but  thefe  dif- 
fer in  feveral  refpects  from  the  ge- 
nuine fait,  infomuch  that  Cramer 
calls  them  not  a  purified  but  adul- 
terated borax.  The  origin  and 
compofition  of  this  fait  are  as  yet 
unknown  j  nor  are  its  medical  vir- 
tues very  certain.  Some  look  up- 
on it  as  an  aperient  neutral  fait, 
others  as  an  alcaline  abforbent,  and 
others  as  a  ftyptic  earth.  It  is  prin- 
cipally celebrated  as  an  emmena- 
gogue  and  promoter  of  delivery : 
but  practitioners  complain,  that 
though  in  thefe  cafes  it  has  fome- 
times  feemed  to  have  good  effects, 
it  has  very  often  failed.  And  in- 
deed borax  manifefts  no  fenfible 
quality  that  promifes  any  conside- 
rable virtue  of  this  kind :  it  is 
ufually  exhibited  in  conjunction 
with  aromatics  and  other  fubftances, 
to  which  perhaps  the  medicine  owes 
its  virtue  more  than  to  the  bo- 
rax. 

BOTRYS  ;  [£.]  cbenopodium  am- 
br  of  aides  folio  fnuato  Tourn.  Atri* 
plex  odor  a  feufua.'veolens  Moris.  Je- 
rufalem  oak  ;  the  leaves.  This  is 
cultivated  in  gardens.  It  has  a 
ftrong  not  difagreeable  fmell ;  and 
a  warm  fomewhat  pungent  tafte. 
It  is  recommended  as  a  carminative 
and  aperient,  for  promoting  expec- 
toration and  female  evacuations. 

BRASSICA  SATIVA  [£.]  Imf- 
fica  capitata  alba,  C.  B.  Et  braf- 
fica  capitata  rubra,  C.  B.  Et 
brajjlca.  rubra,  C.  B.  Et  brafica 
alba  capite  cblongo  non  penitus  claufo, 
C.  B.  Braffca  Sabauda  Ger.  & 
Park.  Et  brajfca  caulifcra,  C.  B. 
White  and  red  cabbages,  coleworts, 
Savoy  cabbages,    and   cauliflower. 
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Thefe  are  cultivated  in  gardens  ra- 
ther for  culinary  than  medicinal 
ufe.  They  are  all  hard  ofdige- 
ftion,  afford  little  nourifhment,  and 
produce  flatulencies.  They  tend 
ftrongly  to  putrefaftion,  and  run 
into  this  Hate  fooner  than  almofl 
any  other  vegetable  ;  when  putre- 
fied, their  fmell  is  likewife  the  moft 
offenfive.  A  decoftion  of  them  is 
laid  to  loofen  the  belly.  Of  all 
thefe  plants,  cauliflower  feems  to 
be  the  eafieft  of  digeftion.  The 
white  is  the  moft  fetid  ;  and  the  red 
moft  emollient  or  laxative  :  a  de- 
coftion of  this  laft  is  recommended 
for  foftening  acrimonious  humours, 
in  fome  diforders  of  the  breaft,  and 
in  hoarfenefs. 

BRASSICA  MARINA;  [£.] 
con-volvulus  maritimus  foldanella  dic- 
tus  Rati.  Sea  coleworts.  Scotch 
icurvygrafsor  foldanella ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  trailing  plant,  growing  on 
the  fea  beach  in  many  parts  of  the 
north  of  England.  The  root, 
leaves,  and  ftalks  yield  a  milky 
juice.  Soldanella  is  a  ftrong  ca- 
thartic, operating  very  churlifhly, 
and  hence  defer vedly  rejected  from 
practice.  Thofe  who  recommend 
its  ufe  differ  confiderably  with  re- 
gard to  the  dofe  ;  fome  direft  half 
a  dram,  others  three  drams,  and 
others  a  whole  handful. 

BRUNELLA,  vide  Prunella, 

BRUSCUS,  vide  Ruscus. 

BRYONIA  ALBA;  [£.]  bryo- 
ma  afpera  Jive  alba  baccis  rubris, 
C.  B.  White  bryony  or  wild  vine  ; 
the  roots.  This  is  a  rough  plant, 
growing  on  dry  banks  under  hedges, 
and  climbing  upon  the  bulhes.  The 
roots  are  large,  fometimes  as  thick 
as  a  man's  thigh  :  their  fmell,  when 
frefh  is  ftrong  and  difagreeable  ;  the 
tafte   naufeoufly  bitter,    acrid,  and 
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biting;  the  juice  is  fo  (harp  as  in  a 
little  time  to  exulcerate  the  fkin  : 
in  drying,  they  lofe  great  part  of 
their  acrimony,  and  almoft  the 
whole  of  their  fcent.  Bryony  root 
is  a  ftrong  irritating  cathartic  ;  and 
as  fuch  has  been  fometimes  fuccefs- 
fully  exhibited  in  maniacal  cafes, 
in  fome  kinds  of  dropfies,  and  in 
feveral  chronical  diforders  where  a 
quick  folution  of  vifcid  juices,  and 
a  fudden  ftimulus  on  the  folids, 
were  required.  An  extraft  pre- 
pared by  waters  aft  more  mildly, 
and  with  greater  fafety  than  the 
root  in  fubftance :  given  from  half 
a  dram  to  a  dram,  it  proves  a  gen- 
tle purgative,  and  likewife  operates 
powerfully  by  urine. 

BUFO.  [£.]  The  toad.  This 
animal  has  been  generally  looked 
upon  as  poifonous,  particularly  its 
faliva,  and  a  certain  acrid  liquor, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  urine,  which 
it  throws  out  when  irritated  to  a 
confiderable  diftance.  It  was  firft 
introduced  into  medicine  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  a  cure  performed  on  an 
hydropic  perfon,  who  having  taken 
powdered  toads  in  order  to  diipatch 
himfelf,  voided  a  large  quantity  of 
urine,  and  foon  after  recovered  of 
his  diforder:  fince  this  time,  the 
toad  dried  by  a  gentle  heat  and 
pulverized,  has  been  greatly  ef- 
teemed  as  a  diuretic.  This  prepa- 
ration is  faid  likewife,  applied  ex- 
ternally to  the  navel,  to  reftrain 
hsemorrhagies,  particularly  thofe 
from  the  uterus. 

BUGLOSSUM;  [Ei]  buglofuvt 
angujlifolium  majus,  C.  B.  Garden 
buglofs  ;  the  roots,  leaves  and 
flowers.  This  is  a  rough,  hairy 
plant,  refembling  borage,  but  lefs 
prickly  :  a  wild  fort  is  commonly 
met  with  in  hedges  and  among 
corn,  which  differs  from  the  garden 
only  in  being  fmaller.  Buglofs 
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has  a  glutinous  fweetifti  tafte,  ac- 
companied with  a  fenfe  of  coolnefs : 
the  roots  are  the  moil:  glutinous, 
and  the  flowers  the  leaft  fo.  Thefe 
qualities  point  out  its  ufe  in  hot 
bilious  or  inflammatory  diftempers, 
and  a  thin  acrimonious  ftate  of  the 
fluids.  The  flowers  are  one  of  the 
four  called  cordial  flowers :  the  on- 
ly quality  they  have  that  can  enti- 
tle them  to  this  appellation,  is, 
that  they  moderately  cool  and  foft- 
en,  without  offending  the  palate  or 
ftomach ;  and  thus  in  warm  cli- 
mates, or  in  hot  difeafes,  in  fome 
meafure  refrefti  the  patient. 

BUGULA;  [EJ]  bugulafyfoa- 
tica  vulgaris  carulea,  Morifon.  Bu- 
gle or  middle  confound  ;  the  leaves. 
This  grows  wild  in  woods,  hedges, 
and  moift  meadows.  The  leaves 
have  at  firft  a  fweetifh  tafte,  which 
graduallybecomes  bitterifh  and  ftyp- 
tic.  They  are  recommended  as  vul- 
nerary medicines,  and  in  all  cafes 
where  mild  aftringents  are  proper. 

BUNIAS,  vide  Napus. 

BURSA  PASTORIS ;  [£.]  tblaf- 

fi  fatuum,  bur  fa  ■pajloris  diflum  Rail. 
Shepherds  purfe  :  the  leaves.  This 
is  common  in  wafte  places ;  and  is 
found  in  flower  all  the  fummer. 
Shepherds  purfe  has  long  been  ce- 
lebrated as  an  aftringent,  and  ftrong- 
\y  recommended  in  diarrhoeas,  dyf- 
enteries,  uterine  fluors,  and  in  ge- 
neral in  all  difeafes  where  aftrin- 
gents of  any  kind  can  avail.  Juncker 
efteems  it  fo  powerful  a  ftyptic  as 
fcarce  to  be  fafely  exhibited  inter- 
nally. Boerhaave  is  alfo  extremely 
cautious  in  the  ufe  of  this  herb ; 
but  from  a  different  principle :  he 
thinks  it  has  not  any  very  great 
degree  of  aftringency,  but  that  it  is 
of  a  hot  fiery  nature,  and  flops 
fluxes  and  haemorrhagies  by  coa- 
gulating the  juices    like   alcohol, 


and  burning  or  fearing  the  orifices 
of  the  veflels.  The  fenfible  quali- 
ties of  fhepherds  purfe  difcover  lit- 
tle foundation  for  either  of  thefe 
opinions ;  it  has  no  perceptible  heat, 
acrimony,  pungency,  or  aftringency : 
the  tafte  is  merely  herbaceous,  fo 
as  fuftkiently  to  warrant  the  epi- 
thet given  this  plant  by  Mr.  Ray, 
Fatuum. 

BUXUS  ;  \L.  Ef\  buxus  arbore- 
fcens,  C.  B.  The  box  tree ;  the 
leaves  and  wood.  This  is  a  fmall 
tree,  growing  wild  in  fome  part  of 
Kent  and  Surry.  The  wood  is  of 
a  yellow  colour,  more  folid,  com- 
pact, and  ponderous  than  any  other 
of  the  European  woods  :  both  the 
wood  and  leaves  have  a  bitter  nau- 
feous  tafte,  and  when  frefh  a  fetid' 
fmell .  The  leaves  are  faid  to  purge 
violently,  in  the  dofe  of  a  dram  ; 
a  decoclion  of  the  wood  to  be  a 
powerful  fudorific,  preferable  even 
to  guaiacum  ;  this  may  probably  be 
an  efficacious  medicine,  but  it  is 
certainly  a  very  naufeous  one. 

CACAO,  [£.]  chocolate  nuts, 
the  fruit  of  an  American  tree  re- 
fembling  the  almond.  The  prin- 
cipal ufe  of  thefe  nuts  is  for  the 
preparation  of  the  dietetic  liquor 
chocolate.  This  is  a  mild,  unclu- 
ous,  nutritious  fluid  capable  of 
foftening  acrimonious  humours,  and 
of  great  fervice  in  confumptive 
diforders ;  efpecially  if  made  with 
milk,  and  with  only  a  fmall  pro- 
portion of  aromatics. 

CALAMINARIS  LAPIS/Z.tf.] 
calamine.  This  mineral  is  found 
plentifully  in  England,  Germany, 
and  other  countries,  either  in  di- 
ftincl;  mines,  or  intermingled  with 
the  ores  of  different  metals.  It  is 
ufually  of  a  greyifh,  brownifh,  yel- 
lowiih,  or  pale  reddilh  colour  ;  con- 
siderably hard,  though  not  fuffici- 
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ently  fo  to  ftrike  fire  with  fteel.  It 
has  'been  looked  upon  by  fome  as  a 
fimple  earth,  by  others  as  an  iron 
ore  :  later  experiments  have  difco- 
vered  it  to  be  an  ore  of  zinc.  Ca- 
lamine is  generally  roafted  or  cal- 
cined before  it  comes  into  the  ihops, 
in  order  to  feparate  fome  fulphu- 
reous  or  arfenical  matter  which  the 
crude  mineral  is  fuppofed  to  con- 
tain, and  to  render  it  more  eafily 
reducible  into  a  fine  powder.  ■  In 
this  ftate,  it  is  employed  in  colly- 
ria  againft  defluxions  of  thin  acrid 
humours  upon  the  eyes ;  for  dry- 
ino-  up  moiil,  running  ulcers ;  and 
healing  excoriations.  It  is  the  ba- 
fis  of  an  officinal  epulotic  cerate. 

CALAMINTHA,  [£]  pukgu 
odore  feu  nepeta,    C.   B.  Cal&miiiika 

foliis  o-vatis,  obtufis  caule  procum- 
bente  Halleri.  Field  calamint ;  the 
leaves.  This  is  a  low  plant,  grow- 
ing wild  about  hedges  and  high- 
ways, and  in  dry  fandy  foils.  The 
leaves  have  a  quick  warm  tafle, 
and  fmell  ftrong  of  pennyroyal :  as 
medicines,  they  differ  little  other- 
wife  from  fpearmint  than  in  being 
fomewhat  hotter,  and  of  a  leis 
pleafant  odour  ;  which  laft  circum- 
ftance  has  procured  calamint  the 
preference  in  hyfteric  cafes. 

CALAMINTHA  MONTANA, 
[£.]  calamintha  fore  magno  vulgaris, 
J.  B.  Common  calamint ;  the 
leaves.  This  plant,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  name,  is  much  lefs  common 
than  the  former,  which  has  gene- 
rally fupplied  its  place  in  the  mar- 
kets :  hence  the  college  have  now 
dropt  this  montana,  and  received 
the  other.  The  calamintha  mon- 
tana is  alfo  lefs  efficacious  than  the 
foregoing  fort :  the  tafte  is  weaker; 
the  fmell  approaches  to  that  of  the 
wild  mints,  without  any  thing  of 
the  ftrong  pennyroyal  flavour  of  the 
other. 
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CALAMUS  AROMATICUS; 
[L.  E.]  acorus  -verm.  Sweet  fcented 
flag;  the  roots.  This  flag  refem- 
bles,  as  to  its  leaves,  the  common 
iris,  but  in  other  refpe&s  differs 
greatly  from  it :  the  ftalk  grows  at 
a  little  diftance  from  the  leaves  ; 
the  lower  half,  up  to  where  the 
flowers  come  forth,,  is  roundifh  j 
the  part  above  this,  broad  like  the 
other  leaves  :  the  flowers  are  very 
fmall,  whitifh,  and  ftand  in  a  kind 
of  head  about  the  fize  of  the  finger. 
This  plant  grows  plentifully  in  ri- 
vulets and  marihy  places,  about 
Norwich  and  other  parts  of  this 
ifland  ;  in  the  canals  of  Holland  ; 
in  Switzerland ;  and  in  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  The  fhops  have 
been  ufually  fupplied  from  the  Le- 
vant with  dried  roots,  which  are 
not  fuperior,  if  equal,  to  thofe  of 
our  own  growth, 

The  root  of  acorus  is  full  of 
joints,  crooked,  fomewhat  flatted 
on  the  fides,  internally  of  a  white 
colour,  and  loofe  fpongy  texture  : 
its  fmell  is  ftrong  ;  the  tafte  warm, 
acrid,  bitterifh,  and  aromatic ;  both 
the  fmell  and  tafte  are  improved  by 
exficcation.  This  root  is  generally 
looked  upon  as  a  carminative  and 
ftomachic  medicine,  and  as  fuch  is 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  in  prac- 
tice. It  is  faid  by  Haller  to  be  fu- 
perior in  aromatic  flavour  to  any 
other  vegetable  that  is  produced 
in  thefe  northern  climates :  fuch  as 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining,  fell  far  fhort  in  this  re- 
fped,  of  many  of  our  common 
plants.  There  is  fomething  mani- 
feftly  unpleafant  in  its  flavour,  in- 
clining, as  Geoffroy  juftly  obferves, 
to  that  of  leeks  or  garlic  :  nor  have 
our  experiments  difcovered  any  pre- 
paration of  it  that  was  truly  grate- 
ful :  the  moft  agreeable  is  a  pre- 
ferve  made  after  the  manner  di- 
rected in  our  difpenfatory  for  can- 
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dying  eryngo  root.  In  this  form 
it  is  faid  to  be  employed  at  Con- 
ftantinople  as  a  prefervative  againft 
epidemic  difeafes.  The  leaves  of 
this  plant  have  a  fweet  fragrant 
fmell,  more  agreeable,  though 
weaker,  than  that  of  the  roots. 

CALENDULA;  [E.~\  calendula 
fati'va  Rati  — fore  Jimplici,  J.  B. 
Garden  marigold  ;  the  flower.  This 
herb  is  common  in  gardens,  where 
it  is  found  in  flower  greateft  part 
of  the  fummer.  Marigold  flowers 
arefuppofed  to  be  aperient  and  at- 
tenuating; as  alfo  cardiac,  alexi- 
pharmac,  and  fudorific  :  they  are 
principally  celebrated  in  uterine  ob- 
ftru&ions,  the  jaundice,  and  for 
throwing  out  the  fmall  pox.  Their 
fenfible  qualities  give  no  founda- 
tion for  any  of  thefe  virtues  :  they 
have,  no  tafte  and  very  little  fmell. 
The  leaves  difcover  a  vifcid  fweet- 
jfhnefs  accompanied  with  a  more 
durable  faponaceous  pungency  and 
warmth :  thefe  feem  capable  of  an- 
fwering  fome  ufeful  purpofes,  as  a 
ftimulating,  aperient,  antiicorbutic 
medicine. 

CALX  VIVA  ;  [L.  E.]  Quick- 
lime. Quick-lime  is  u'fually  pre- 
pared among  us  by  calcining  cer- 
tain ftones  of  the  chalky  kind.  All 
chalks  and  marbles,  and  in  general 
all  the  earths  that  diflblve  in  acids, 
burn  into  quicklime  ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  more  compafl  the 
ftone,  generally  the  ftronger  is  the 
lime/  In  maritime  countries,  in 
defeft  of  the  proper  ftones,  fea 
fliells  are  made  ufe  of,  which  af- 
ford a  calx  agreeing  in  moft  re- 
fpefts  with  the  ftone  limes.  All 
thefe  limes  are,  when  freih  burnt, 
highly  acrimonious  and  corrofive. 
In  this  ftate  they  are  employed  in 
fome  external  applications  as  a  de- 
pilatory ;  and  for  encreafing  the 
power  of  nxt  alcaline  falts  cither 
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for  the  purpofes  of  a  cauftic,  or  to 
enable  them  more  readily  to  diflblve 
oils.     If  the  lime  be  expofed  for  a 
length  of  time  to  the  air,  it  falls  by 
degrees  into  a  powder,  and  lofes 
greatly   of  its     acrimony.      Water 
poured    direftly    upon    quicklime 
takes   up  a  considerable  portion  of 
it:    the  folution  has   a  fomewhat 
ftyptic    tafte,     drying  the  mouth, 
without  any  -  acrimony  j   neverthe- 
lefs  the  remaining  calx  proves  al- 
moft  infipid.     This  liquor  does  not 
effervefce  either  with  acids  or   al- 
calies,    but  is   rendered  turbid  and 
milky  by  both  :  it  prevents  the  co- 
agulation  of  milk,    and  hence    is 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  along  with 
milk  diets  :  agitated  with  exprefled 
oils,    it   unites  with  them    into  a 
thick  compound   recommended  by 
Dr.    Slare  againft    burns   and   in- 
flammations.    Lime  water,    drank 
to  the  quantity  of  a  quarter  of  a 
pint  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and 
continued  for  a  length  of  time,  has 
been  found  ferviceable  in  fcrophu- 
lous  cafes,  and  other  obftinate  chro- 
nic  diforders.      It   generally  pro- 
motes urine,  and  not  unfrequently 
the   cuticular  difcharge :    for    the 
moft  part  it  binds  the   belly,  and 
fometimes    occaflons    troublefome 
coftivenefs  unlefs  this  effedt  be  oc- 
cafionally  provided  againft,  by  the 
interpofltion  of  proper  medicines. 
It  does  good  fervice  in  debility  and 
laxity  of  the  vifcera  in  general ;  in 
thofe  of  the   uterine    and   feminal 
veflels  it  is  particularly  recommend- 
ed.    Care  muft  be  had  not  to  ex- 
hibit this  medicine   too  liberally  in 
hot  bilious  conftitutions,   or  where 
the  patient  is  much  emaciated,  or 
the  appetite  weak,  or  at  the  time  of 
any  critical  or  periodical  evacua- 
tions.    Its  principal  ufe  is  in  cold, 
moift,  fluggiih,  and  corpulent  ha- 
bits.    This  liquor  has  lately  been 
found    an  efficacious   diiiblvent  of 
the  human  calculus .  the  lime  water 
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prepared  from  calcined  oyfterfhells 
proves,  for  this  purpofe,  a  more 
powerful  menftruum  than  that  pre- 
pared from  the  Hone  limes,  the 
diffolving  power  of  the  former  be- 
ino-  more  than  double  to  that  of  the 
latter.  See  a  paper  on  this  fubject 
in  the  Edinburgh  effays,  vol.  v. 
art.  69.  Abridg.  vol.  i.  p.  471. 

CAMPECHENSE   LIGNUM, 
vide  Lignum  Campechense. 

CAMPHORA;  [L.  E.]  Cam- 
phor is  a  folid  contrete,  extracted 
from  the  wood  and  roots  of  a  tree 
growing  in  Japan,  by  a  procefs  fi- 
milar  to  that  whereby  effential  oils 
are  obtained.  As  it  firft  fublimes 
from  the  wood,  it  appears  brown- 
ifh,  compofed  of  femipellucid  grains 
mixed  with  dirt :  In  this  ftate  it  is 
exported  by  the  Dutch,  and  puri- 
fied by  a  fecond  fublimation  ;  after 
which,  it  is  reduced  into  loaves  (in 
which  it  is  brought  to  us)  probably 
by  fufion  in  clofe  vefTels ;  for  it 
does  not  affume  this  form  in  fubli- 
mation. Pure  camphor  is  very 
white,  pellucid,  fomewhat  unctuous 
to  the  touch ;  of  a  bitterifh,  aro- 
matic, acrid  tafle,  yet  accompanied 
with  a  fenfe  of  coolnefs ;  of  a  very 
fragrant  fmell,  fomewhat  like  that 
of  rofemary,  but  much  ftronger.  It 
is  totally  volatile,  and  inflammable; 
foluble  in  vinous  fpirits,  oils,  and 
the  mineral  acids;  not  in  water,  al- 
caline  liquors,  or  the  acids  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  This  concrete 
is  eileemed  one  of  the  moil:  effica- 
cious diaphoretics ;  and  has  long 
been  celebrated  in  fevers,  malig- 
nant and  epidemical  diftempers  ;  in 
deliria,  where  opiates  fail  of  pro- 
curing fleep,  and  oftentimes  aggra- 
vate the  fymptoms,  this  medicine 
frequently  fucceeds.  Frederic  Hoff- 
man has  wrote  an  exprefs  differta- 
tation,  Decamphone  ufu  interno  fe- 
curifTuno  &pra?ftantiiumo  ;  the  fub- 


ftance   of  his  obfervation   is,    that 
camphor  feems    to  penetrate   very 
quickly  through  the  whole    body, 
and  notably  increafe  perfpiration : 
that  though  given  to  the  quantity 
of  half  a  dram,  diffolved  in  fpirit 
of  wine    and  duly  diluted,  it  does 
not  raife  the  pulfe,  or  occafion  any 
heat,  but  rather   caufes  a  fenfe  of 
coolnefs  about  the  praxordia  :  that 
it  gives  motion  to  ftagnant  humours 
in  the  moll  diftant  parts,    or  pro- 
motes   their  expulfion  through  the 
common  emunctories :  that  an  con- 
tinuing its   ufe  for  fome  time,  the 
blood  became  fenfibly  more  fluid, 
and  the  quantity  of  watery  ferum 
which  the  habit  before  abounded 
with,  was  notably  diminifhed  :  that 
in  malignant  fevers,  and  all  difor 
ders   whether   acute  or  chronical, 
proceeding  from  an  acrid  or  pu- 
trefcent  (late  of  the  juices,  camphor 
has  moll  excellent  effects,  correct- 
ing   the   acrimony,    expelling  the 
putrid  morbific  matter  through  the 
cutaneous  pores,  and  preventing  an 
inflammation    or    fphacelus   where 
there   is  previoufly  any  difpofition 
thereto:     that,     by    ftrengthening 
the  veffels,    it  reftrains  haemorrha- 
gies  happening  in  acute  fevers ;  and 
promotes    critical    and    periodical 
evacuations  :    that   it  expels   even 
the  venereal  virus ;  and  that  he  has 
known  many  examples  of  the  lues 
being  cured  by  camphor  alone, '  a, 
purgative    only    being    premifed : 
and  that  in  recent  claps  he  has  not 
found  any  one  medicine  equal  to  it 
in  efficacy.     In    continual   fevers, 
pleurifies,      and    all    inflammatory 
cafes,    where  there  is  a   tendency 
to  mortification,  intenfe  heat,  th-irft, 
or  where  the  fkin  is  dry  and  parched, 
whether  before  or  after  a  delirium 
has  come  on,  camphor  joined  with 
nitre  produced  moll  happy  effects, 
almofl    immediately  relieving    all 
the  fymptoms,  occafioning  a  calm 
fleep  and  plentiful  fweat,  without 
H  4  fatiguing 
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fatiguing  the  patient.  He  farther 
obferves,  that  this  fimple,  by  its 
antiphlogiftic  quality,  prevents  the 
ill  effects  of  the  more  irritating 
medicines  j  that  cantharides,  and 
the  acrid  ftimulating  cathartics  and 
diuretics,  by  the  admixture  of  a 
fmall  proportion  of  a  camphor,  be- 
come much  more  mild  and  fafe  in 
operation.  The  dofe  of  camphor 
is  from  two  or  three  grains  to  ten 
or  twelve,  fometimes  twenty. 

CANCRORUM  CHELAE  [L.E.] 
Crabs  claws :  the  black  tips  of  the 
claws  of  the  common  fea  crab,  or 
cancer  marinus. 

CANCRORUM  OCULI  diSi 
[L.  £  ]  Crabs  eyes  fo  called: 
iiony  concretions  found  in  the 
head,  or  rather  ftomach,  of  the 
ajlacusfiwviatilis,  orcrawfifh. 

The  only  virtue  of  thefe  fimples 
is  to  abforb  acidities  in  the  primae 
vise,  fee  page  52.  The  claws  en- 
ter an  officinal  lozenge,  and  give 
name  to  a  powder,  for  this  inten- 
tention. 

Crabs  eyes  are  faid  by  moft  wri- 
ters on  the  materia  medica  to  be 
frequently  counterfeited  with  to- 
bacco pipe  clay,  or  cqmpofitions 
of  chalk,  with  mucilaginous  fub- 
ftances.  This  piece  of  fraud,  if 
really  practifed,  may  be  very  eafily 
difcovered ;  the  counterfeits  want- 
ing the  leafy  texture  which  is  ob- 
ferved  upon  breaking  the  genuine  ; 
more  readily  imbibing  water;  ad- 
hering to  the  tongue  ;  and  dif- 
folying  in  vinegar,  or  the  ftronger 
acids  diluted  with  water,  either 
entirely,  or  not  at  all,  or  by  piece 
m?al,  whilft  the  true  crabs  eyes,  di- 
'gefted  jn  thefe  liquors,  become  foft 
and  tranfparent,  their  original  form 
remaining  the  fame:  this  change 
is  owing  to  the  earthy  part,  on 
which  depended  their  opacity  and 
hardnefs,  being  difiblved  by  the 
gentle  action  of  the  acid,    which 


leaves   the    conglutinating   matter 
unhurt. 

CANELLAALBA  [L.E.]  cm- 
namomum  Ji<ve  canella  tubis  minori- 
bus  alba,  C.  B.  This  is  a  bark 
rolled  up  into  long  quills,  thicker 
than  cinnamon,  and  both  outwardly 
and  inwardly  of  a  whitifh  colour, 
lightly  inclining  to  yellow.  It  is 
the  produce  of  a  tall  tree  growing 
in  great  plenty  in  the  lowlands  in 
Jamaica,  and  other  American 
illands,  called  by  fir  Hans  Sloane, 
arbor  baccifera  laurifolia  aromatica, 
fruitu  viridi  calyculato  racemofo. 
The  canella  is  the  interior  bark, 
freed  from  an  outward  thin  rough 
one,  and  dried  in  the  fhade.  The 
mops  diftinguifh  two  forts  of  ca- 
nella, differing  from  one  another 
in  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  the 
quills :  they  are  both  the  bark  of 
the  fame  tree,  the  thicker  being 
taken  from  the  trunk,  and  the 
thinner  frotn  the  branches.  This 
bark  is  a  warm  pungent  aromatic, 
not  of  the  moft  agreeable  kind  : 
nor  are  any  of  the  preparations 
of  it  very  grateful.  It  is  lately 
fometimes  met  with  in  extempo- 
raneous prefcription. 

CANNABIS— [J?.]  cannabis  fa- 
tiva,  C.  B.  Hemp,  the  feed.  This 
plant,  when  frefh,  has  a  rank  nar- 
cotic fmell  :  the  water  in  which 
the  (talks  are  foaked,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  feparation  of  the  line, 
or  tough  rind,  for  mechanic  ufes,  is 
faid  to  be  violently  poifonous,  and 
to  produce  its  effect  almoft  as  foon 
as  drank.  The  feeds  alfo  have 
fome  fmell  of  the  herb  ;  their  tafte, 
is  unctuous  and  fweetifh ;  on  ex- 
preflion  they  yield  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  infipid  oil ;  hence  they 
are  recommended  (boiled  in  milk» 
or  triturated  with  water  into  an 
emulfion)  againft  coughs,  heat  of 
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urine,  and  the  like.  They  are  alfo 
faid  to  be  ufeful  in  incontinence  of 
urine,  and  for  reftraining  venereal 
appetites  ;  but  experience  does  not 
warrant  their  having  any  virtues  of 
this  kind. 

CANTHARIDES  [L.  £.]  Spa- 
nish flies.  Thefe  infe&s  are  of  a 
fhining  green  colour,  intermingled 
with  more  or  lefs  of  a  blue  and  a 
gold  yellow.  They  are  found  ad- 
hering to  different  kinds  of  trees 
and  herbs,  in  Spain,  Italy,  and 
France  ;  the  larger!  and  moil 
efteemed  come  from  Italy. 

Cantharides  are  extremely  acri- 
monious :  applied  to  the  fkin,  they 
firft  inflame,  and  afterwards  exul- 
cerate  the  part,  railing  a  more  per- 
fect blifter  than  any  of  the  vege- 
table acrids,  and  occafioning  a  more 
plentiful  difcharge  of  ferum  :  hence 
their  common  ufe  as  a  veficatory. 
Blifters  are  chiefly  employed  as  a 
ftimulus  in  languid  cafes,  low 
fevers,  lethargic  diforders,  and 
fluggiih,  phlegmatic  corpulent  ha- 
bits :  in  thefe  cafes,  they  generally 
raife  the  fpirits,  quicken  the  cir- 
culation, and  increafe  the  pulfe : 
they  occafion  leaf!  pain,  and  con- 
fequently  irritate  leaft,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  head ;  to  the  legs  moft. 
Blifters  are  alfo  applied  to  the 
head  in  epileptic  and  maniacal  dif- 
orders, inveterate  and  periodical 
headachs,  and  defluxions  upon  the 
eyes :  in  this  laft  diftemper,  Hoff- 
man relates,  that  he  has  obferved  a 
blifter  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  as  ufual,  increafe  the  pain  of 
the  eyes,  whiift  one  applied  to  the 
feet,  gave  relief  as  foon  as  the  dif- 
charge from  the  operation  of  the 
blifter  began  to  take  place.  The 
fame  author  ftrongly  recommends 
bliftering  in  rheumatic  and  gouty 
pains.  A  ftrangury  frequently 
follows  the  external  ufe  of  cantha- 
fides,  accompanied  with  thirft  and 


feverifh  heat :  this  inconvenience 
may  be  remedied  by  foft,  unftuous 
or  mucilaginous  liquors  liberally 
drank. 

Cantharides  taken  internally,  of- 
ten occafion  a  difcharge  of  blood 
by   urine,    with  exquiiite  pain:  if 
the  dofe  is  confiderable,  they  feem 
to  inflame  and  exulcerate  the  whole 
inteftinal  canal ;  the  fcools  become 
mucous  and  purulent ;  the  breath 
fetid  and  cadaverous  ;  intenfe  pains 
are  felt  in  the  lower  belly  ;  the  pa- 
tient faints,    grows   giddy,  raving 
mad,  and  dies.     All  thefe  terrible 
confequences  have  fometimes  hap- 
pened from  a  few  grains  :  Herman 
relates,  that  he  has  known  a  quar- 
ter of  a  grain  inflame  the  kidneys, 
and  occafion  bloody  urine  with  vio- 
lent pain.     There  are  neverthelefs 
cafes  in  which  this  ftimulating  fly, 
given  in  larger  dofes,    proves  not 
only  fafe,  but  of  lingular  efficacy 
for  the  cure  of  difqafes  that  yield 
little  to  medicines  of  a  milder  clafs. 
In  cold  phlegmatic  iluggifh  habits, 
where  the  vifcera  are  overloaded, 
and  the  kidneys  and  ureters  ob- 
ftrucled  with  thick  vifcid  mucous 
matter,  cantharides  have  excellent 
effedts ;  here  the  abounding  mucus 
defends  the  folids  from  the  acri- 
mony of  the  fly,    till  it  is   itfelf 
expelled  ;  when  the  medicine  ought 
to    be    immediately    difcontinued, 
Groenvelt    employed    cantharides 
with  great  fuccefs  in  dropfies,  ob- 
ftinate   fuppreflions  of  urine,    and 
ulcerations  of  the  bladder  ;  giving 
very  confiderable  dofes  made  into 
bolufes  with  camphor;  and  inter- 
pofing  large  draughts  of  emulfions, 
milk,  and  the  like  :  by  this  means, 
the  exceffive  irritation  which  they 
would  otherwife  have  occafioned, 
was   in  great   meafure   prevented. 
The    camphor    did    not    perhaps 
contribute   fo   much  to  this  effecl: 
as  is  generally  imagined  :  fince  it 
has  no  fenfible  quality  that  pro- 
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mifes  any  considerable  abatement 
of  the  acrimony  of  cantharides  : 
nitre  would  anfvver  effectually  all 
that  the  camphor  is  fuppofed  to 
perform  :  this  v/ith  milk,  or 
emollient  mucilaginous  liquors, 
drank  in  large  quantity,  are  the  beft 
correctors.  If  the  liberal  ufe  of 
thefe  be  complied  with,  cantha- 
rides, in  the  circumftances  above 
related,  proves  a  medicine  of  ex- 
cellent fervice :  but  no  corrector 
can  render  it  fafe  in  bilious  ha- 
bits, where  there  is  any  tendency 
to  inflammation,  where  the  natural 
mucus  of  the  inteftines  is  abrad- 
ed, or  the  vifcera  unfound. 

The  virtues  of  cantharides  are 
equally  extracted  by  rectified  fpi- 
ritofwine,  proof  fpirit  and  water  ; 
but  do  not  arife  in  diftillation. 
The  watery  and  fpirituous  extracts 
blifter  as  freely  as  the  fly  in  fub- 
ftance  ;  whilft  the  fly  remaining 
after  the  feveral  menftrua  have  per- 
formed their  office,  is  to  the  tafte 
infipid,  and  does  not  in  the  leaft 
blifter,  or  inflame  the  fkin. 

CAPILLUS   VENERIS,  vide 
Adianthum. 

CAPPARIS— [£.]  eapparis  fpi- 
nofa  fruSu  minore,  folio  rotundo 
C.  B.  Caper  bufh ;  the  bark  of 
the  root,  and  buds  of  the  flowers. 
This  is  a  low  prickly  bufh,  found 
wild  in  Italy,  and  other  countries : 
it  is  raifed  with  us  by  fowing  the 
feeds  upon  old  walls,  where  they 
take  root  betwixt  the  bricks,  and 
endure  for  many  years.  The  bark 
of  the  root  (cortex  eapparis)  is 
pretty  thick,  of  an  afh  colour,  with 
feveral  tranfverfe  wrinkles  on  the 
furface  :  cut  in  flices  and  laid  to 
dry,  it  rolls  up  into  quills.  This 
bark  has  a  bitterifh  acrid  tafte  :  it 
is  reckoned  aperient  and  diuretic  ; 
and  recommended  in  feveral  chro- 
nic diforders,   for  opening  obftruc- 


tions  of  the  vifcera.  The  buds, 
pickled  with  vinegar,  &c.  areufed 
at  table.  They  are  fuppofed  to  ex- 
cite appetite,  and  promote  digef- 
tion  ;  and  to  be  particularly  ufe- 
ful,  as  detergents  and  aperients, 
in  obftructions  of  the  liver  and 
fpleen.  Their  tafte  and  virtues 
depend  more  upon  the  faline  mat- 
ter introduced  into  them,  than  on 
the  caper  buds. 

CAPRIFOLIUM  [£.]  pericty- 
menum  non  perfbliatum  Germanicum 
C.  B.  Woodbind  or  honey  fuckle  ; 
the  leaves  and  flowers.  This  is 
a  climbing  fhrub,  common  in 
hedges ;  the  beauty  of  its  flowers 
has  gained  it  a.  place  alfo  in  gar- 
dens. The  leaves  have  a  difagree- 
able  fmell ;  the  flowers  a  very 
pleafant  fweet  one  ;  the  tafte  of 
both  is  herbaceous  and  roughifh. 
They  are  faid  to  be  diuretic  and 
aperient. 


CAPSICUM, 

DICUM. 


vide   Piper   In- 


CARABE,  vide  Succinum. 

CARANNA  [£.]  This  is  a  re- 
finous  fubftance  brought  from  New 
Spain,  and  other  parts  of  America, 
in  little  maffes,  rolled  up  in  leaves 
of  flags  :  it  is  faid  to.  exude  from 
a  fpecies  of  palm  tree.  This  refin 
is  very  rarely  made  ufe  of  in  me- 
dicine, or  met  with  in  the  {hops  ; 
whence  the  college  have  rejected 
it  from  their  catalogue. 

CARDAMOMUM  MAJUS 
[E.)  Greater  cardamom.  This  is 
a  dried  fruit  or  pod,  about  an  inch 
long,  containing  under  a  thick  fkin 
two  rows  of  fmall  triangular  feeds 
of  a  warm  aromatic  flavour. 

CARDAMOMUM  MINUS 
\L.  E.]  Lefler  cardamom.  This 
fruit  is  fcarcc  half  the  length  of  the 
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foregoing  :  the  feeds  are  confider- 
ably ftronger  both  in  fmell  and 
tafle.  Hence  this  fort  has  long 
fupplied  the  place  of  the  other  in 
the  fhops,  and  is  the  only  one  now 
directed  by  the  college 

Cardamom  feeds  are  a  very 
warm,  grateful,  pungent  aromatic, 
and  frequently  employed  as  fuch  in 
practice:  they  have  this  peculiar 
advantage,  that  notwithstanding 
their  pungency,  they  do  not,  like 
thofe  of  the  pepper  kind,  immode- 
rately heat  or  inflame  the  bowels. 
Both  water  and  rectified  fpirit  ex- 
tract their  virtues  by  infnfion,  and 
elevate  them  in  diflillation  ;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  tincture 
and  diitilled  fpirit,  are  confiderably 
more  grateful  than  the  infufion  and 
diitilled  water  :  the  watery  infufion 
appears  turbid  and  mucilaginous ; 
the  tincture  made  in  fpirit  limpid 
and  tranfparent.  The  hufks  of 
thefe  feeds,  which  have  very  little 
fmell  or  tafle,  may  be  commodi- 
oufly  feparated,  by  committing  the 
whole  to  the  mortar,  when  the 
feed  will  readily  pulverize,  fo  as 
to  be  freed  from  the  fhell  by  the 
fieve  :  this  fhould  not  be  done  till 
juft  before  ufmg  them  ;  for  if  kept 
without  the  hufks,  they  foon  lofe 
confiderably  of  their  flavour. 

CARDIACA  [2?.]  marrubium  car- 
diaca  diSum,  forte  primum  Tbeo- 
phraft  C.  B.  Motherwort  ;  the 
leaves.  This  is  common  in  wafte 
places,  and  found  in  flower  greatelt 
part  of  the  fummer.  The  leaves 
have  a  bitterifh  tafle,  and  a  ftrong 
difagreeable  fmell :  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  ufeful  in  hyfteric  dif- 
orders,  and  likewife  to  promote 
urine. 

CARDUUS      BENEDICTUS 

[L.  E.\  carduus  lute  us  procumbens, 
judoriftcus  et  amarus  Mori/on.  Blef- 
fed  tnilUe;   the  leaves   and  feed. 


This  is  an  annual  plant,  cultivated 
in  gardens  :  it  flowers  in  June  and 
July,  and  perfects  its  feeds  in  the 
autumn.     The  herb  fhould  be  ga- 
thered when  in   flower,    dryed  in 
the  fhade,  and  kept  in  a  very  dry 
airy  place,  to  prevent  its  rotting  or 
growing  mouldy,  which  it  is  vtxy 
apt  to  do.     The  leaves  have  a  pe- 
netrating   bitter    tafle,     not    very 
ftrong,    or  very  durable ;    accom- 
panied with  an  ungrateful  flavour, 
which  they  are   in  great  meafure 
freed    from   by    keeping.     Water 
extracls,  in  a   few   minutes,    even 
without  heat,  the  lighter  and  more 
grateful  parts  of  this  plant :  if  the 
digeflion    is    continued    for    fome 
hours,    the  difagreeable   parts  are 
taken   up  :    a  ftrong  decoction  is 
very  naufeous  and  offenfive  to  the 
flomach.     Rectified   fpirit  gains  a 
very  pleafant  bitter  tafle,  which  re- 
main s  un  i  nj  ure  d  in  th  e  extract .  The 
virtues   of  this  plant  feem   to   be 
little  known  in  the  prefent  practice. 
The  naufeous   decoction  is  fome- 
times  ufed  to   provoke  vomiting ; 
and  a   ftrong  infufion  to  promote 
the  operation  of  other  emetics.  But 
this  elegant  bitter,  when  freed  from 
the  offenfive  parts  of  the  herb,  may 
be  advantageoufly  applied  to  other 
purpofes.     I    have   frequently   ex- 
perienced excellent  effects  from  a 
light  infufion  of  carduus  in  lofs  of 
appetite,  where   the   flomach   was 
injured  by  irregularities.  A  ftronger 
infufion    made    in   cold  or  warm 
water,    if  drank  freely,    and  the 
patient   kept  warm,     occafions    a 
plentiful  fweat,    and  promotes  all 
the    fecretions    in    general.     The 
feeds  of  this  plant  are  alfo  confider- 
ably bitter,  and  have  been  fome- 
times   ufed  in  the  fame  intention 
as  the  leaves. 

CARIC^E  \L.  £.]  Figs  ;  the 
dried  fruit  of  the  ficus  communis 
C.  B.     The  principal  ufe  of  thefe 
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is  as  a  (oft,  emollient  fweet ;  in  this 
intention  they  enter  the  peftoral 
decottion  and  lenitive  electuary  of 
the  {hops.  They  are  alfo  efteemed 
by  fome  as  fuppuratives,  and  hence 
have  a  place  in  the  maturating  ca- 
taplafm. 

CARLINA  [E.]  carKna  acau- 
las  magno  flore  albo  C.  B.  Car- 
line  thiftle ;  the  root.  This  is  a 
wry  prickly  fort  of  thifHe,  growing 
ipontaneoufly  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  the 
mountains  of  Swiflerland ;  from 
whence  the  dried  roots  are  brought 
to  us.  This  root  is  about  an  inch 
thick,  externally  of  a  dark  reddifh 
brown  colour,  corroded  as  it  were 
on  the  furface,  and  perforated  with 
numerous  fmall  holes,  appearing 
when  cut  as  if  worm-eaten.  It  has 
a  ftrong  fmell,  and  an  acrid,  bitter, 
aromatic  tafte.  Carlina  is  looked 
on  as  a  warm  diaphoretic  and  alexi- 
jpharmac ;  and  has  been  for  fome 
time  greatly  efteemed  by  foreign 
phyficians,  but  never  came  much 
into  ufe  among  us  :  the  prefent 
practice  has  entirely  rejected  it ;  nor 
is  it  often  to  be  met  with  in  the 
fhops.  Frederic  Hoffmam,  the  el- 
der, relates,  that  he  has  feveral 
times  obferved  a  decoction  of  it 
in  broth  occafion  vomiting. 

C  ARPOBALSAMUM  [Z.]  This 
is  the  fruit  of  the  tree  that  yields 
the  balm  of  Gilead.  It  is  about  the 
iize  of  a  pea,  of  a  whitish  colour, 
incloied  in  a  dark  brown  wrinkled 
bark.  This  fruit,  when  in  per- 
fection, has  a  pleafant  warm  glow- 
ing tafte,  and  a  fragrant  fmell,  re- 
sembling that  of  the  opobalfamum 
itfelf.  It  is  very  rarely  found  in 
the  fhops :  and  fuch  as  we  now  and 
then  do  meet  with,  has  almoft  en- 
tirely loft  its  fmell  and  talle.  It  is 
of  no  other  ufe  in  this  country  than 
as  an  ingredient  in  the  mithridate 
and  tberiaca,   in  both  which  the 


college  directs  cubebs  as  a  fubftitute 
to  it. 

CARTHAMUS    [£.']    eartamu 

ojficinaru?n  flore  croceo  Tourn.  Baf- 
tard  faftron ;  the  feeds.  This  is  a 
foft  kind  of  thiftle,  with  only  a 
few  prickles  about  the  edges  of 
the  leaves.  It  is  cultivated  in  large 
quantity  in  fome  places  of  Ger- 
many ;  from  whence  the  other 
parts  of  Europe  are  fupplied  with 
the  flowers  as  a  colouring  drug, 
and  the  feeds  as  a  medicinal  one. 
The  flowers,  well  cured,  are  not 
eafily  diftinguiftiable  by  the  eye 
from  faftron  ;  but  their  want  of 
fmell  readily  difcovers  them.  The 
feeds  are  white,  fmooth,  of  an  ob- 
long roundifh  fhape,  yet  with  four 
feniible  corners,  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  length,  fo  heavy  as  to 
fink  water ;  of  a  vifcid  fweetifh 
tafte,  which  in  a  little  time  be- 
comes acrid  and  naufeous.  Thefe 
feeds  have  been  celebrated  as  a  ca- 
thartic :  they  operate  very  flowly, 
and  for  the  moft  part  diforder  the 
bowels,  efpecially  when  given  in 
fubftance  :  triturated  with  aroma- 
tic diftilled  waters,  they  form  an 
emulfion  lefs  offenfive,  yet  inferior 
in  efficacy  to  more  common  purr 
gatives, 

CARUI  [Z.  E.~]  cumlnum  -pratenfe 
carui  ojjicinarum  C.  B.  Caraway ; 
the  feeds.  This  is  an  umbelliferous 
plant,  cultivated  with  us  in  gar- 
dens, both  for  culinary  and  medi-r 
cinal  ufe,  The  feeds  have  an  aro- 
matic fmell,  and  a  warm  pungent 
tafte.  Thefe  are  in  the  number  of 
the  four  greater  hot  feeds  ;  and 
frequently  employed  as  a  ftomachic 
and  carminative  in  flatulent  colics, 
and  the  like. 

C  ARYOPHYLLA  AROMATI. 
CA  [Z.  E.]  Cloves  are  the  flower 
cups  (not  a;  is  generally  fuppofed 
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the  fruit)  of  a  bay -tike  tree,  grow- 
ing in  the  Eaft  Indies.     In  fhape, 
they  fomewhat    refemble   a    fhort 
thick  nail:   in  the  infide  of  each 
clove  are  found  a  ftylus  and  ftami- 
na  with  their  apices,  as  in  other 
flower    cups  :    at   the    larger   end 
fhoot  out    from    the     four   angles 
four  little  points  like  a  ftar,  in  the 
middle  of  which  is  a  round  ball, 
compofed    of    four    little    leaves, 
which  are   the  unexpanded  petala 
of  the  flower.     Cloves  have  a  very 
ftrong    agreeable   aromatic    fmell, 
and  a  bitterifh    pungent  tafte,   al- 
molt  burning  the  mouth  and  fauces. 
The  Dutch,   from  whom  we  have 
this  fpice,  frequently  mix  with  it 
cloves  which  have  been  robbed  of 
their    oil :  thefe,  tho'  in  time  they 
regain  from  the  others  a  confider- 
able  fhare  both  of  tafte  and  fmell, 
are  eafdy  diftinguifhable  by   their 
weaker  flavour  and  lighter  colour. 
Cloves,    confidered   as   medicines, 
are  very  hot  ftimulating  aromatics, 
and  poflefs  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  general  virtues  of  fubftances  of 
this  clafs.     An  extradt  made  from 
them  with  rectified  fpirit  is  excef- 
flvely  hot  and  pungent ;  the  diftil- 
led  oil  has  no  great  pungency  ;  an 
extraft  made  with  water  is  naufeous 
and  fomewhat  ftyptic. 

CARYOPHYLLA  RUBRA 
[Z.  E.]  caryophyllus  altilts  major, 
C.  B.  Clove  july  flowers.  A 
great  variety  of  thefe  flowers  are 
met  with  in  our  gardens  :  thofe 
made  ufe  of  in  medicine  ought  to  be 
of  a  deep  crimfon  colour,  and  a 
pleafant  aromatic  fmell,  fomewhat 
like  that  of  cloves ;  many  forts  have 
fcarce  any  fmell  at  all.  The  caryo- 
pbylla  rubra  are  laid  to  be  cardiac 
and  alexipharmac  :  Simon.  Pauili 
relates,  that  he  has  cured  many 
malignant  fevers  by  the  ufe  of  a 
decoction  of  them  ;  which  he  fays 
powerfully    promotes    fweat    and 
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urine,  without  greatly  irritating  na- 
ture, and  alfo  raifes  the  fpirits,  and 
quenches  thirft.  At  prefent  thefe 
flowers  are  chiefly  valued  for  their 
pleafant  flavour,  which  is  entirely 
loft  even  by  light  coction :  hence 
the  college  dired  the  fyrup,  which 
is  the  only  officinal  preparation  of 
them,  to  be  made  by  infufion. 

CARYOPHYLLATA  ;  [£.] 

caryopbyllata  ^vulgaris  flare  parvu 
luteo  J.  B.  Avens,  or  herb  benet; 
the  root.  Avens  is  a  rough  plant 
found  wild  in  woods  and  hedges. 
The  root  has  a  warm,  bitterifh, 
aftringent  tafte,  and  a  pleafant 
fmell,  fomewhat  of  the  clove  kind, 
efpecially  in  the  fpring,  and  when 
produced  in  dry  warm  foils  ;  Par- 
kinfon  obferves,  that  fuch  as  is  the 
growth  of  moift  foils  has  nothing 
of  this  flavour.  This  root  has  been 
employed  as  a  ftomachic,  and  for 
ftrengthening  the  tone  of  the  vifcera 
in  general :  it  is  ftill  in  fome  efteem 
in  foreign  countries,  though  not 
taken  notice  of  among  us.  It  yields 
on  diftillation  an  elegant  odoriferous 
eflential  oil,  which  concretes  into 
a  flaky  form. 

CASIA  FISTULARIS  [L.  E.]  , 
the  fruit  of  an  oriental  tree,  refem- 
bling  the  walnut.  This  fruit  is  a 
cylindrical  pod,  fcarce  an  inch  in 
diameter,  a  foot  or  more  in  length  : 
the  outfide  is  a  hard  brown  bark : 
the  infide  is  divided  by  thin  tranf- 
verfe  woody  plates,  covered  with 
a  foft  black  pulp  of  a  fweetifh 
tafte  with  fome  degree  of  acrimony. 
There  are  two  forts  of  this  drug 
in  the  fhops ;  one  brought  from 
the  Eaft  Indies,  the  other  from 
the  Weft  :  the  canes  or  pods  of 
the  latter  are  generally  large, 
rough,  thick  rinded  ;  and  the 
pulp  naufeous  :  thofe  of  the  form- 
er are  lefs;  fmoother,  the  pulp 
blacker,    and   of  a  fvveeter  tafte ; 
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this     fort     is      preferred      to    the 
other.     Such  pods  fhould  be  chofen 
as  are  weighty,  new,  and  do  not 
make  a   rattling   noife    (from  the 
feeds  being  loofe  within  them)  when 
fhaken.     The  pulp  fhould  be  of  a 
bright,    fhining   black  colour,  and 
a   fweet  tafte,     not   harfh   (which 
happens   from  the  fruit  being  ga- 
thered before   it   has  grown  fully 
ripe)  or  fourifh   (which  it  is   apt  to 
turn  upon  keeping  :)  it  fhould  nei- 
ther be  too  dry,  nor  too  moift,  nor 
at  all  mouldy,  which  from  its  be- 
ing kept  in  damp  cellers,  or  moift- 
ened  in  order  to  increafe  its  weight, 
it  is  very  fubject  to   be.     Greateft 
part  of  the  pulp  diffolves  both  in 
water  and  in  rectified  fpirit;    and 
may  be  extracted  from  the  cane  by 
either.     The  fhops  employ  water, 
boiling  the  bruifed  pod  therein,  and 
afterwards  evaporating  the  folution 
to  a  due  confiftence.     The  pulp  of 
cafia  is  a  gentle  laxative  medicine, 
and  frequently  exhibited  in  a  dofe 
of  fome  drains,    in  coftive  habits. 
Some  direct  a  dofe  of  two  ounces  or 
more  as  a  cathartic,  in  inflamma- 
tory cafes,  where  the  more  acrid  pur- 
gatives have  no  place  :  but  in  thefe 
large  quantities  it   generally  nau- 
fe2tes  the  ftomach,  produces  flatu- 
lencies, and  fometimes  gripings  of 
the  bowels,  efpecially  if  the  cafia 
is  not  of  a  very  good  kind ;  thefe 
effects   may   be  prevented   by  the 
addition  of  aromatics,  and  exhibit- 
ing it  in  a  liquid  form.     GeofFroy 
fays  it  does  excellent  fervice  in  the 
painful  tenfion  of  the  belly  which 
fometimes   follows  the    imprudent 
ufe   of  antimonials  ;     and  that   it 
may    be    advantageoufly    acuated 
with  the  more  acrid  purgatives  or 
antimonial  emetics,  or  employed  to 
abate  their   force.     Vallifnieri   re- 
lates that  the  purgative  virtue  of 
this  medicine  is   remarkably  pro- 
moted by  manna ;  that  a  mixture 
of  four  drams  of  cafia,  and  two  of 


manna,  purges  as  much  as  twelve 
drams  of  cafia,  or  thirty-two  of 
manna  alone.  Sennertus  obferves, 
that  the  urine  is  apt  to  be  turned 
of  a  green  colour  by  the  ufe  of  ca- 
fia ;  and  fometimes,  where  a  large 
quantity  has  been  taken,  blaekifh. 

CASIA  LIGNEA ;  [I.  E.]  the 
bark  of  an  Indian  tree  called  by 
Breynius  arbor  canellifera  Indica, 
cortice  acerrimo  I'ifcido  feu  mucila- 
ginofo,  qui  cajfia  lignea  ojjirinarum. 
This  bark,  in  appearance  and  aro- 
matic flavour  approaches  to  cinna- 
mon j  from  which  it  is  eafily  dif- 
tinguifhable  by  its  remarkable  vif- 
cidity  :  chewed,  it  feems  to  diffolve 
in  the  mouth  into  a  flimy  fubftance  ; 
boiled  in  water,  it  gives  out  a  ftrong 
mucilage,  the  aromatic  part  exhal- 
ing; the  water  obtained  by  difhlla- 
tion  has  an  unpleafant  fmell,  fome- 
what  of  the  empyreumatic  kind  : 
neverthelefs  the  diftilled  oil  proves 
nearly  of  the  fame  quality  with  that 
,of  cinnamon.  Cafia  poffeffes  the 
aromatic  virtues  of  cinnamon  ;  but 
in  an  inferior  degree ;  and  its  effects- 
are  lefs  durable.  Its  glutinous  qua- 
lity renders  it  ufeful  in  fome  cafes 
where  fimple  aromatics  are  lefs 
proper. 

CASTOREUM  ;  [L.  E.]  Caftor 
is  the  inguinal  glands  of  the  beaver, 
a  four-footed  amphibious  animal, 
frequent  in  feveral  parts  of  Europe 
and  America.  The  beft  comes 
from  Ruffia :  this  is  in  large  round 
hard  cods,  which  appear,  when  cut, 
full  of  a  brittle  red  liver-coloured 
fubftance,  interfperfed  with  mem- 
branes and  fibres  exquifitely  inter- 
woven. An  inferior  fort  is  brought 
from  Dantzick ;  this  is  generally 
fat  and  moift.  The  worft  of  all  is- 
that  of  New  England,  which  is  in 
longifh  thin  cods.  Ruffia  caftor  has 
a  ftrong  not  agreeable  fmcll,  and 
an  acrid,  biting,  bitterifh  naufeous 
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tafte.  Water  extracts  the  naufeous 
part,  with  little  of  the  finer  bitter ; 
re&ified  fpirit  extrafts  this  laft,  with- 
out much  of  the  naufeous ;  proof 
fpirit  both  :  water  elevates  _  the 
whole  of  its  flavour  in  dillillation  ; 
rectified  fpirit  brings  over  nothing. 
Cailor  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
capital  nervine  and  anti-hyfteric 
medicines :  fome  celebrated  practi- 
tioners have  neverthelefs  doubted 
its  virtues ;  and  Neuman  and  Stahl 
declared  it  infignificant.  For  our 
own  part,  we  never  could  find  it  an- 
fwer  the  character  which  has  been 
ufually  given  of  it. 

CASUMUNAR  ;  [L.  E.~]  This  is 
a  tuberous  root,  an  inch  or  more  in 
thicknefs,  marked  on  the  furface 
with  circles  or  joints  like  galangal, 
of  a  brownifh  or  a(h  colour  on  the 
outfide,  and  a  dufky  yellowifh 
within  :  it  is  brought  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  cut  into  tranfverfe  dices  ; 
what  kind  of  plant  it  produces,  is 
not  known.  Cafumunar  has  a  warm 
bitterifh  talk,  and  an  aromatic 
fmell  fomewhat  refembling  that  of 
ginger.  It  has  been  celebrated  in 
hyfteric  cafes,  epilepfies,  palfies, 
lofs  of  memory,  and  other  difor- 
ders :  the  prefent  practice  fometimes 
employs  it  as  a  ftomachic  and  car- 
minative. 

CAUDA  EQUINA;  [£.]  equi- 
fetum  paluftre  lo/igioribus  feds  C.  B. 
Horfetail ;  the  herb.  This  is  com- 
mon in  watery  places.  It  is  faid 
to  be  a  very  ftrong  aftringent  : 
GeofFry  tell  us  that  not  only  the 
herb  itfelf  in  form  of  powder,  but 
likewife  water  diddled  from  it,  are 
very  efficacious  medicines  againft 
fluxes  and  hasmorrhagies :  they  are 
both  equally  infipid,  and  probably 
of  equal  efficacy. 

CENTAURIUM  MA  JUS,  [£.] 
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folio  in  lacinias  plures  di<vifo  C.  B. 
Greater  centaury  ;  the  root.  This 
is  a  large  plant,  cultivated  in  gar- 
dens. The  root  has  a  rough  fome- 
what acrid  taite,  and  abounds  with 
a  red  vifcid  juice  :  its  rough  tafte 
has  gained  it  fome  efteem  as  an 
aftringent ;  its  acrimony  as  an  ape- 
rient ;  and  its  glutinous  quality  as 
a  vulnerary  :  the  prefent  practice 
takes  little  notice  of  it  in  any  in- 
tention. 
CENTAURIUM  MINUS  [L.  £.] 

fiore  purpurea  J.  B.  Lefler  cen- 
taury ;  the  leaves  and  tops.  This 
grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land, in  dry  pafture  grounds,  and 
amongft  corn.  The  leaves  are  an 
ufeful  aperient  bitter,  void  of  acri- 
mony :  they  ftand  recommended  as 
fudorific  and  emmenagogue;  and 
by  fome  in  the  jaundice,  inter- 
mittent fevers,  and  dropfies. 

CENTINODIUM;  [£.]  poly- 
gonum latifolium  C.  B.  Knotgrafs  ; 
the  herb.  This  is  faid  to  be  vulne- 
rary and  aftringent,  but  on  no  very 
good  foundation. 

CEP  A  ;  \L.  E.~\  cepa  vulgaris 
C.  B.  Onions  differ  from  all  the 
other  bulbous  rooted  plants,  in 
having  {ingle  roots,  or  fuch  as  can- 
not  be  parted  fo  as  to  encreafe  the 
plant ;  whence  they  were  formerly 
called  uniones.  Onions  are  fre- 
quently employed  in  food  :  they 
afford  little  or  no  nourifhment,  and 
when  eaten  liberally  produce  flatu- 
lencies, occafion  thirft,  headachs, 
and  turbulent  dreams:  in  cold  phleg- 
matic habits,  where  vifcid  mucus 
abounds,  they  doubtlefs  have  their 
ufe ;  as  by  their  ftimulating  qua- 
lity they  tend  to  excite  appetite, 
attenuate  thick  juices,  and  promote 
their  expulfion ;  by  fome  they  are 
ftrongly  recommended  in  fuppref- 
fions  of  urine,  and  in  dropfies. 
The  chief  medicinal  ufe  of  onions 
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in  the  prefent  practice  is  in  exter- 
nal applications,  as  a  cataplafm  for 
fuppurating  tumors,  &c. 

CERA  FLAVA,  [I.  £.]  yellow 
bees  wax.  This  is  a  folid  concrete 
obtained  from  the  honey  combs 
after  the  honey  is  got  out,  by  heat- 
ing and  prefling  them  betwixt  iron 
plates.  The  beft  fort  is  of  a  lively 
yellow  colour,  and  an  agreeable 
fmell,  fomewhat  like  that  of  honey: 
when  new,  it  is  toughifh,  yet  eafy 
to  break ;  by  age  it  becomes  harder 
and  more  brittle,  lofes  its  fine  co- 
lour, and  in  great  meafure  its 
fmell. 

CERA  ALBA  :  [L.  £.]  White 
wax  is  prepared  from  the  yellow, 
by  reducing  it  into  thin  flakes,  and 
expofing  it  for  a  length  of  time  to 
the  air ;  when  fufficiently  bleached, 
it  is  melted,  and  call  into  cakes. 
The  beft  fort  is  of  a  clear  and  al- 
moft  transparent  whitenefs,  a  light 
agreeable  fmell  like  that  of  the 
yellow  wax,  but  much  weaker. 

The  chief  medical  ufe  of  wax  is 
in  cerates,  plafters,  unguents,  &c. 
as  an  emollient,  for  promoting  fup- 
puration,  &c.  It  readily  unites 
with  oils  and  animal  fats,  but  not 
with  watery  or  fpirituous  liquors. 

CERASUS;  [£.]  cerafus  major 
&  Jyl<vejiris>  frutln.  fubdulci,  nigra 
colore  inficiente  C.  B.  Et  cerafus  Ja- 
ti<va,  fruclu  rotundo  rubro  £5°  acido 
Town.  Et  cerafa  acidijjima  fan- 
guineo  fucco  C.  B.  The  fweet  cher- 
ry with  a  black  juice  ;  the  plea- 
fantly  fourifh  cherry,  with  a  colour- 
lefs  juice;  and  the  very  four  cher- 
ry, with  a  blood  red  juice ;  com- 
monly called  black,  red,  and  mo- 
rello  cherries.  Thefe  fruits,  efpe- 
cially  the  acid  forts,  are  very  ufe- 
ful  and  agreeable  coolers  and 
quenchers  of  thirft  ;  and  are  fome- 
times  diredled  in  this  intention,  in 
hot,  bilious,  or  febrile  diftempers. 


Boerhaave  was  extremely  fond  of 
thefe  and  the  other  fruits,  called 
hor<zi,  as  aperients,  in  fome  chro- 
nic cafes :  and  declares  himfelf  per- 
fuaded,  that  there  is  no  kind  of 
obftruftion  of  the  vifcera  capable 
of  being  removed  by  medicine, 
which  will  not  yield  to  the  conti- 
nued ufe  of  thefe  ;  no  vifcid  juices 
which  will  not  be  attenuated  by 
them. 

CERUSSA  ;  [L.  E.]  cerufTe,  or 
white  lead,  prepared  by  expofing 
lead  to  the  fteam  of  vegetable  acids 
till  corroded  into  a  white  powdery 
fubftance.  It  is  fometimes  adulte- 
rated with  a  mixture  of  common 
whiting  ;  this,  if  in  any  confidera- 
ble  quantity,  may  be  eafily  difco- 
vered  by  the  fpecific  lightnefs  of 
the  compound :  the  fort  called 
flake  lead  is  not  fubjedr,  to  abufe. 
See  the  article  Plumbum  ;  and 
Cerujfa  in  the  fecond  part. 

CETERACH;  [£.]  fpleenwort 
or  miltwaft.  This  is  a  fmall  bufhy 
plant  growing  upon  rocks  and  old 
walls.  It  has  an  herbaceous,  fome- 
what mucilaginous,  roughifh  tafte  j 
and  hence  is  recommended  for  ob- 
tunding  acrimonious  juices,  ftrength- 
ening  the  tone  of  the  interlines,  as 
alfo  for  promoting  expectoration. 
The  virtue  which  it  has  been  moil 
celebrated  for,  is  that  which  it  has 
the  leaft  title  to,  diminifhing  the 
fpleen. 

CfL£REFOLIUM  5  [£.]  ch<e- 
rophyllum  fativum  C.  B.  Chervil ; 
the  leaves.  This  is  a  low  annual 
plant,  fomewhat  like  parfley,  com- 
monly cultivated  in  gardens  for 
culinary  purpofes.  This  plant  is 
grateful  both  to  the  palate  and  fto- 
mach,  gently  aperient  and  diuretic. 
GeofFroy  aflures  us,  that  he  has 
found  it  from  experience  to  be  of 
excellent  fervice  in  dropfics ;  that 
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in  this  diforder,  it  promotes  the 
difcharge  of  urine  when  lupprefled, 
ers  it  clear  when  feculent  and 
turbid,  and  when  high  and  fiery  of 
a  paler  colour  ;  that  it  a&s  mildly 
without  irritation,  and  tends  rather 
to  allay  than  excite  inflammation ; 
rind  that  dropfies  which  do  not 
yield  to  this  medicine,  are  fcarce 
capable  of  being  cured  by  any  other. 
He  directs  the  juice  to  be  given  in 
the  dofe  of  three  or  four  ounces 
every  fourth  hour,  and  continued 
for  fome. time,  either  alone,  or  in 
conjunction  with  nitre  and  fyrup  of 
the  iive  ODening  roots. 

CHALYBS,  videFERRUM. 

CKAMrECYPARISSUS,  vide 
Abrotanum   Foemina. 

CHAiVLEDRYS;  [L.E.]  cha- 
mcedrys  minor  repens  C.  B.  Ger- 
mander ;  the  tops  with  the  feed. 
This  is  a  low  ihrubby  plant,  met 
with  only  in  gardens.  The  leaves, 
tops,  and  feeds  have  a  bitter  tafte, 
with  fome  degree  of  aftringency 
and  aromatic  flavour.  They  are 
recommended  as  fudorinc,  diuretic, 
and  emmenagcgue,  and  for  ftrength- 
ening  the  ftomach  and  vifcera  in  ge- 
neral-. With  fome  they  have  been 
in  great  efteenl  in  intermitting  fevers; 
as  al^o  in  fcrophulous  and  other 
chronic  diforders. 

CHAMELEON  ALBUS,  vide 
Carlina. 

CHA1VLEMELUM  ;  [L.  E.] 
chanuemelum  nobile  feu  leiicanthemitm 
vdoratius,  C.  B.  Single  flowered 
chamaemele  (the  trailing  fort,  with 
larger  leaves  and  flowers,  and  the 
difc  of  the  flower  hot  very  convex) 
the  flowers.  Thefe  have  a  ftrong, 
not  ungrateful,  aromatic  fmell,  and 
a  very  bitter,  naufeous  tafte.  They 
a>e  accounted  Aim  dating,    carmi- 


native, aperient,  emollient,  and  in 
fome  meafure  anodyne  :  and  fland 
recommended  in  flatulent  colics, 
for  promoting  the  uterine  purga- 
tions, in  tenfion  and  rigidity  of 
particular  parts,  in  fpafmodic  pains, 
and  the  pains -of  childbed  women  : 
fometimes  they  have  been  employed 
in  fcrophulous  cafes,  intermittent 
fevers,  and  the  nephritis.  Thefe 
flowers  are  frequently  alio  ufed  ex- 
ternally in  difcutient  and  antiieptic 
fomentations,  and  in  emollient 
clyfters :  they  enter  the  fotus  commu- 
nis and  decoclum  commune  pro  clyjlere 
of  our  difpenfatory. 

CHAJVLEMELUM  fore  multi- 
plici,  C.  B.  Double  flowered  cha- 
maemele ;  the  flowers.  Thefe  differ 
from  the  foregoing  in  having  feve- 
ral  rows  of  the  white  petala  fet 
thick  together  about  the  middle 
difc,  which  is  fmaller.  In  this 
difc  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the 
flower  chiefly  refide ;  and  hence  the 
double  or  fmall  difked  fort  are  ef- 
teemed  inferior  to  the  iingle. 

CHAMLEPITYS  ;  [L.  E.~]  cha- 
m^pitys  lutea  vulgaris  five  folio  tri- 
fido  C.  B.  Groundpine ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  low  hairy  plant,  clammy 
to  the  touch,  of  a,  ftrong  aromatic 
refinous  fmell,  and  a  bitter  roughifh. 
tafte.  It  is  recommended  as  an 
aperient  and  vulnerary,  as  alfo  in 
gouty  and  rheumatic  pains. 

CHEIRI  j  [£.]  leucoium  luieuni 
vulgare,  C.  B.  Wallflower.  This 
grows  upon  old  walls  and  among 
rubbifh,  in  feveral  parts  of  Eng- 
land. The  flowers  have  a  pleafaire 
fmell,  and  a  fubacrid,  bitterifh,  hot 
agreeable  tafte  ;  they  are  faid.to  be 
cordial,  anodyne,  aperient,  and 
emmenagogue. 

CHELLDONIUM     MA  JUS  ; 

[E.]  chelidonium  majus  vulgare,  C.  B. 

Celandine  ;    the  leaves   and   root. 

I  This 
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This  plant  grows  on  old  walls,  a- 
mong  rubbiih,  and  in  wafte  fhady 
places.     The  herb  is  of  a  blueith 
green  colour ;    the  root  of  a  deep 
red  ;  both  contain  a  gold  coloured 
juice  :  their  fmell  is  difagreeable ; 
the  tafte   fomewhat  bitterifh,  very 
acrid,bitingand  burning  the  mouth  ; 
the  root  is  the  mod  acrid.     Juice  of 
celandine  has  long  been  celebrated 
in  diibrders  of  the    eyes ;  but  it  is 
greatly  too  fharp,  unlefs  plentifully 
diluted,  to  be   applied  with  fafety 
to  that  tender  organ.     It  has  been 
fometimes  ufed,  and  it  is  faid  with 
good  fuccefs,  for  extirpating  warts, 
cleanfmg   old  ulcers,  and  in  cata- 
plafms  for  the  herpes  miliaris.  This 
acrimonious  plant  is  rarely  exhibi- 
ted internally  :  the  virtues  attributed 
to  it  are  thofe  of  a  ftimulating  ape- 
rient,   diuretic,   and  fudorific  :  it  is 
particularly    recommended    in   the 
flow  kind  of  jaundice,  where  there 
are  no  fymptoms  of  inflammation, 
and  in  dropfies  j  fome  fuppofe  the 
root  to  have  been  Helmont's  fpeci- 
fic  in  the  hydrops  afcites.      Half  a 
dram  or  a  dram  of  the  dry  root  is 
directed  for  a  dofe  ;  or  an  infufion 
in  wine  of  an  ounce  of  the  frelh 
root. 

CHELIDONIUM    MINUS  ■ 

I E.  ]  cbelidonia  rotundlfolia  minor 
Pilewort;  the  leaves  and 
This  i's  a  very  fmall  plant-, 
in  moift  meadows  and  by 
fides :    the  roots    confift   of 


C.  B 

root. 

found 
hedee 


fome  little 
;m.    which 


tu- 


flender  fibres,  with 

bercles    among    tht 

fuppofed    to  refemble   the  hcemor- 

rhoids  ;  from  whence   it  has  been 

concluded,  that  this  root  muft  needs 

be  of    wonderful    efficacy   for  the 

cure  of  that  diftemper. 

CITF.RMES,  videKERMEs. 

CHINA  ;  [E.]  china  root.  There 
ar-J  two  forts  of  this  root  in  the 
mops,  one  brought  from  the   Eaft 


Indies,  the  other  from  the  Wei 
They  are  both  longifh,  full  of 
joints,  of  a  pale  reddilh  colour,  of 
no  fmell,  and  very  little  tafte :  the 
oriental,  which  is  the  moft  efteem- 
ed,  is  confiderably  harder  and  paler 
coloured  than  the  other.  Such  fhould 
be  chofen  as  is  frelh,  clofe,  heavy, 
and  upon  being  chewed  appears  full 
of  a  fat  undluous  juice.  China  root 
was  either  unknown  or  disregarded 
by  the  ancient  phyficians.  It  was 
firft  introduced  into  Europe,  about 
the  year  1535,  with  the  character 
of  a  fpeciflc  againft  venereal  and 
cutaneous  diforders,  and  as  fuch 
was  made  ufe  of  for  fome  time, 
but  at  length  gave  place  to  medi- 
cines of  a  more  powerful  kind.  It 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  promote 
infenfible  perfpiration  and  the  uri- 
nary difcharge;  and  by  its  undlu- 
ous quality  to  obtund  acrimonious 
juices. 


CHINACHIN^E, 

VIANUS   CORTEX. 


vide   Peri/- 


CICER  RUBRUM  ;  [£.]  deer 
Jloribus  eff  feminibus  ex  purpura  rw 
befcentibus  C.~  B.  Red  chiches  or 
chichpeas.  This  is  a  fort  of  pulfe 
cultivated  in  the  warmer  climates,) 
where  our  finer  peas  do  not  thrive 
fo  well.  They  are  a  ftrong,  flatu- 
lent food,  hard  of  digeftion.  Li*- 
thontriptic  and  diuretic  virtues  are 
attributed  to  them,  on  no  very  good 
foundation. 

CTCHOREUM;  [E.]  dehor*** 
fyhiejire.five  offidnarum  C.  B.  Wild 
fucccry  ;  the  roots,  leaves,  flowers 
and  feeds.  The  root  has  a  mode- 
rately bitter  tafte,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  aftringency  ;  the  leaves  are 
fomewhat  lefs  bitter,  and  the  flow- 
ers leaft  of  all:  the  roots,  ftalksj 
and  leaves  yield  on  being  wounded 
a  milky  fapohaceous  juice.  Bf 
culture,  this  plant  lofe3  its  gretn 
colour, 


Book  2. 


Materia  Medic  a. 


IJ5 


colour,  and  its  bitternefs,  and  in 
this  JUte  is  employed  in  falads  : 
the  darker  coloured  and  more  deep- 
ly jagged  the  leaves,  the  bitterer 
is  their  talte.  Wild  fUccory  is  an 
ufeful  detergent,  aperient,  and  at- 
tenuating medicine  ;  acting  without 
irritation,  tending  rather  to  cool 
than  to  heat  the  body,  and  at  the" 
fame  time  corroborating  the  tone  of 
the  inteibnes.  The  juice  taken  in 
large  quantities,  fo  as  to  keep  up  a 
gentle  diarrhoea,  and  continued  for 
fome  weeks,  has  been  found  to  pro- 
duce excellent  effects  in  fcorbutic 
and  other  chronical  diforders.  The 
feeds  are  ranked  among  the  leiler 
cold  feeds. 

CJCUTA  ;  \E. }  Cicuta  major 
C.  B.  Hemlock  ;  the  leaves.  This 
is  a  large  umbelliferous  plant,  com- 
mon about  the  fides  of  fields,  un- 
der hedges,  and  in  moift  fhady 
places :  the  leaves  are  winged,  di- 
vided into  a  great  number  of  fmall 
fern-like  feftions,  of  a  dark  or 
blackilh  green  colour,  and  appear- 
ing as  it  were  rough :  the  fialk  is 
hollow  (as  is  likewife  great  part  of 
the  root  after  the  ftalk  has  arifen) 
and  fpotted  with  feverai  blackilh  or 
purpliih  fpots.  Hemlock  is  fome- 
times  applied  externally  to  hard  and 
fcrophulous  tumours ;  to  womens 
breafts  for  preventing  their  immo- 
derate growth,  the  generation  or 
coagulation  of  milk,  &c.  Recei- 
ved internally,  it  is  accounted  poi- 
fonous  :  neverthelefs  there  are  ex- 
amples of  feverai  ounces  having 
been  taken  without  inconvenience. 
But  in  moll  of  the  hiftories  of  the 
good  or  ill  efFedls  of  the  cicuta,  it  is 
uncertain  what  the  plant  employed 
really  was.  See  Trew.  Com.  Nor, 
1  740.     Hebd.  47. 

CINERES  PvUSSICr  ;  [Z,.]  Raf- 
fia potalh.  Potaih  is  an  impure  al- 
caline  fait,  produced  from  vegeta- 


ble matters  by  burning.  The  ftrong- 
eft  is  brought  from  Ruflia,  in  dark 
coloured  very  hard  mattes,  which 
neverthelefs  foon  deliquiate  in  the 
air.  This  fort  is  prepared  by  burn- 
ing wood  with  a  clofe  frnothering 
heat,  and  making  the  afhes,  with 
a  ley  drawn  from  the  coarfer  part 
of  them,  into  a  pafte,  which  is 
afterwards  ftratified  with  fome  of 
the  more  inflammable  kinds  of 
wood,  and  burnt  a  fecoiid  time : 
by  this  means  the  fait  melts,  and 
concretes  with  the  earthy  matter  of 
the  afhes,  into  hard  cakes.  A  pu- 
rer and  whiter  fait  is  brought  to  us 
from  Germany,  under  the  name  of 
pearl  afhes :  this  is  extracted  from 
wood  afhes  by  means  of  water,  and 
afterwards  reduced  into  a  dry  form 
by  evaporation.  The  method  of 
preparing  potalh  in  our  own  coun- 
try, may  be  feen  in  Practical  Che- 
mifiryi  page  27:.  Thefe  falts  are 
liable  to  great  abufes  from  fundry 
admixtures,  and  therefore  mould 
never  be  employed  for  medicinal 
purpofes>  without  due  purification  : 
this  may  be  effected  by  folution  in 
cold  water,  filtration,  and  exfic- 
cation. 

CINNABARIS  NATIVA;  [J?.] 
native  cinnabar.  This  is  a  ponde- 
rous mineral  of  a  red  colour,  found 
in  Spain,  Hungary,  and  feverai 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  fineft 
fort  is  in  pretty  large  maifes,  both 
externally  and  internally  of  an  ele- 
gant deep  red  colour,  which  greatly 
improves  upon  grinding  the  mafs 
into  fine  powder ;  this  is  imported 
by  the  l3utch  from  the  Eaft  In- 
dies :  There  is  another  fort,  of  a 
good  colour,  in  roundifh  drops, 
fmooth  without,  and  ftriated  within. 
This  mineral  appears  from  chemi- 
cal experiments  to  be  compofed  of 
mercury  and  fulphur,  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  the  quantity  of  the 
former  is  commonly  above  fix  times 
I  2  greater 
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greater  than  that  of  the  latter  ,  the 
finer  the  colour  of  the  cinnabar,  the 
more  mercury  it  is  found  to  hold. 
Native  cinnabar  has  been  by  many 
preferred  as  a  medicine  to  that  made 
by  art :  but  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  juft  foundation  for  this 
preference.  The  native  has  fome- 
times  been  obferved  to  occafion 
naufese,  vomiting,  and  anxiety  : 
thefe  probably  proceeded  from  an 
admixture  offomearfenical  particles 
which  it  could  not  be  freed  from  by 
repeated  ablution.  When  pure  it 
has  no  quality  or  medical  virtue 
diftincl  from  thcfe  of  the  artificial 
cinnabar,  like  which  it  is  indhTolu- 
ble  in  the  animal  fluids,  or  in  any 
of  the  known  acid,  alcaline,  or 
other  menftrua. 

CINNAMOMUM-,  [L.  £.1  cin- 
namon. This  is  a  light,  thin  bark, 
of  a  reddifh  colour,  rolled  up  in 
long  quills  or  canes  ;  of  a  fragrant, 
delightful  fmell,  and  an  aromatic, 
fweet,  pungent  tafte,  with  feme  de- 
gree of  aftringency.  It  is  gene- 
rally mixed  with  the  cafia  bark : 
this  laft  is  eafily  dininguiihable  by 
its  breaking  over  fmooth,  whiift 
cinnamon  fplinters ;  and  by  its  ilimy 
mucilaginous  taile,  without  any 
thing  of  the  roughnefs  of  the  true 
cinnamon.  Cinnamon  is  a  very 
elegant  and  ufeful  aromatic,  more 
grateful  both  to  the  palate  and  lto- 
mach,  than  molt  other  fubftances  of 
this  clafs :  by  its  ailringent  quality 
it  likevvife  corroborates  die  vifcera, 
and.  proves  of  great  fervice  in  fe- 
veral  kinds  of  alvine  fluxes,  and 
immoderate  difcharges  from  the  li- 
tems. An  eflential  oil,  a  Ample 
and  ipirituous  diddled  water,  and 
a  tincture  of  it,  are  kept  in  the 
iliops. 

CITREA  MALUS  :  [J?.]  the 
citron  tree ;  the  fruit,  rind  of  the 
fruit,  and  fecdi.     This  i;  an  ever- 
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green  tree  or  Ihrub,  of  the  fame 
genus  with  the  orange  and  lemon  : 
it  was  firft  brought  from  Afiyria  and 
Media  (whence  the  fruit  is  called 
mala  Affyria,  mala  Medicaj  into 
Greece,  and  thence  into  the  fouth- 
ern  parts  of  Europe,  where  it  is 
now  cultivated.  Citrons  are  rarely 
made  ufe  of  among  us  :  they  are 
of  the  fame  quality  with  lemons, 
except  that  their  juice  is  fomewhat 
lefs  acid. 

CITRULLUS  ;  _[£.]  angaria  ci- 
triillus  didia,  C.  B.  Citruls  ;  the  feed. 
This  plant  is  rarely  met  with  among 
us,  unlefs  in  botanic  gardens.  The 
feeds  are  in  the  number  of  the 
four  greater  cold  feeds,  and  agree 
in  quality  with  the  others  of  that 
clafs. 

CNICUS,  vide  Carthamus. 

COCCINELLA:  [I.  £.]  co- 
chineal. This  is  a  fmall  grain,  of 
an  irregular  figure,  a  dark  red  co- 
lour on  the  outride,  and  a  deep 
bright  red  within  :  it  is  brought 
from  Mexico  and  New  Spain.  This 
fubilance  has  long  been  fuppofed  to 
be  the  feed  of  a  plant:  it  appears 
from  chemical  experiments  to  be  an 
animal,  and  from  the  accounts  of 
the  more  celebrated  naturaliils,  an 
infeel,  which  breeds  on  the  Ame- 
rican prickly  pear-tree,  and  adheres 
thereto  without  changing  its  place. 
Cochineal  has  been  ftrcmgiy  recom- 
mended as  a  fudorific,  cardiac 
and  alexipharmac:  but  practitioners 
have  never  obferved  any  consider- 
able effects  from  it.  Its  greatefl 
confumption  is  among  the  fcarlet 
dyers  ;  and  in  medicine  its  p 
pal  ufe  is  as  a  colouring  drug ; 
both  watery  and  spirituous  liquors 
extracl  its  colour. 

COCHLE/E    TERR] 
ride  Limaces  terrestres. 
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COCHLEARIA  HORTEN- 
SIS  ;  [L.  E.~]  cochlearia  folio  fubro- 
iuudoC.B.  Garden  fcurvygrafs ; 
the  leaves. 

COCHLEARIA  MARINA  ; 
[E.~\  cochlearia  folio  Jlnuato  C.  B. 
Sea  fcurvygrafs  ;  the  leaves.  Thefe 
plants  have  little  other  difference 
as  to  their  external  appearance  than 
that  expreffed  in  their  titles :  in 
tafte  and  medical  virtue,  the  firft  is 
confiderably  ftrongeft ;  and  hence 
is  alone  retained  by  the  college. 
Scurvygrafs  is  a  pungent  llimulating 
medicine  ;  capable  of  diffblving  vif- 
cid  juices,  opening  obftructions  of 
the  vifcera,  and  the  more  diftant 
glands,  and  promoting  the  fluid  fe- 
cretions :  it  is  particularly  celebrated 
in  fcurvies-,  and  is  the  principal  herb 
employed  in  thefe  kinds  of  diforders 
in  the  northern  countries. 

COFFEE;  [£.]  the  fruit  of  an 
oriental  fhrub  called  by  Juffieu 
jafminum  Arabicum  lauri  folio,  cujus 
femen  apud  nos  caffe  dicitur.  This 
fruit  is  employed  rather  as  food 
than  as  a  medicine.  The  medical 
effects  expected  from  it,  are  to  af- 
fift  digeftion,  promote  the  natural 
fecretions,  and  prevent  or  remove 
a  diipofition  to  fleepinefs. 

COLOCYNTKIS  ;  [L.  E.)  co- 
Ioquintida  or  bitter  apple.  This  is 
the  produce  of  a  plant  of  the  gourd 
kind  growing  in  Turkey.  The 
fruit  is  about  the  fize  of  an  orange ; 
its  medullary  part,  freed  from  the 
rind  and  feeds,  is  alone  made  ufe 
of  in  medicine  :  this  is  very  light, 
white,  fpongv,  compofed  of  mem- 
branous leaves ;  of  an  extremely 
bitter,  naufeous,  acrimonious  tafte. 
Colocynth  is  one  of  the  moil:  pow- 
erful and  moft  violent  cathartics. 
Many  eminent  phyficianS  condemn 
it  as  dangerous  and  even  deleteri- 
ous: others  recommend  it  not  only 
as  an  efficacious  purgative,  but  like- 
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wife  as  an  alterative  in  obftinate 
chronical  diforders.  Thus  much  is 
certain,  that  colocynth  in  thef  dofe 
of  a  few  grains,  acts  with  great 
vehemence,  diforders  the  body,  and 
fometimes  occafions  a  difcharge  of 
blood.  Many  attempts  have  been 
made  to  correct  its  virulence  by 
the  addition  of  acids,  aftringents, 
and  the  like  :  thefe  may  lefien  the 
force  of  the  colocynth,  but  no  o- 
therwife  than  might  be  equally  done 
by  the  reduction  of  the  dole.  The 
only  method  of  abating  its  viru- 
lence, without  diminifhing-its  pur- 
gative virtue,  is  to  inlarge  its  vo- 
lume, by  triturating  it  with  fugar, 
teftaceous  fubftances,  or  the  like, 
which  without  making  any  altera- 
tion in  the  colocynth  itfelf,  prevent 
its  refinous  particles  from  cohering, 
and  flicking  upon  the  membranes 
of  thcinteftines  fo  as  to  irritate,  in- 
flame, or  corrode  them. 

CONSOLIDA  MAJOR;  ["£.] 
comfry;  the  root.  This  is  a  rough 
hairy  plant,  growing  wild  by  river 
fides,  and  in  watery  places.  The 
roots  are  very  large,  black  on  .the 
outfide,  white  within,  full  of  a  vif- 
cid  glutinous  juice,  of  no  particular 
tafte.  They  agree  in  quality  with 
the  roots  of  althaea  ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  mucilage  of  confo- 
lida  is  fomewhat  ftronger  bodied. 
Many  ridiculous  hiftories  of  the 
co?ifolidatmg  virtues  of  this  plant  are 
related  by  authors. 

CONSOLIDA    MEDIA,    vide 

BtJGULA. 

CONSOLIDA  MINIMA,  vide 
Bellis  minor. 

CONTRAY.ERVA  ;     [L.    EJ] 
this  is  a   knotty    root,    an    inch   or 
two  in  length,  about  half  an  inch 
thick,    of  a  reddiih  brown  colou 
externally,  and  pale  within: 'long 
'  I  x  tou-iV 
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tough,  flender  fibres  {hoot  out  from 
all  fides  of  it ;  thefe  are  generally 
loaded  with  knotty  excrefcences. 
This  root  is  of  a  peculiar  kind  of 
aromatic  fmell,  and  a  fomewhat 
aftringent,  warm,  bitterifh  tafte, 
with  a  light  and  fweetifh  kind  of 
acrimony  when  long  chewed  :  the 
fibres  have  little  tafte  or  fmell ;  the 
tuberous  part  therefore  mould  be 
only  chofen.  Contrayerva  is  one 
of  the  rnildeft  of  rhofe  fubftances 
called  alexipharmacs  :  it  is  indif- 
putably  a  good  and  ufeful  diapho- 
retic, and  may  be  fafely  given  in 
much  larger  dofes  than  the  com- 
mon practice  is  accuftomed  to  ex- 
hibit it  in.  Its  virtues  are  extracted 
both  by  water  and  rectified  fpirit, 
and  do  not  arife  in  evaporation  with 
either  :  the  fpirituous  tincture  and 
extract  tafte  ftronger  of  the  root 
than  the  aqueous  ones. 

COPAL;  [£.]  a  refin  obtained 
from  feveral  forts  of  large  trees 
growing  in  New  Spain.  This  re- 
fin  is  brought  to  us  in  irregular 
lumps,  fome  tranfparent,  of  a  yel- 
lowiih  or  brown  colour,  others  fe- 
mitranfparent  and  whitifh.  It  has 
never  come  into  ufe  as  a  medicine, 
and  is  rarely  met  with  in  the  {hops. 

CQRALLINA;  [£.]  mufcusma- 
ritwius  jive  corallinci  officinarum  C.  B. 
Sea  mofs.  This  is  a  branched 
irony  fubftance  of  a  white' colour, 
growing  on  rocks  and  femetimes  on 
the  fhells  of  fifties.  It  is  celebrated 
as  a  vermifuge,  on  what  founda- 
tion we  know  not :  to  the  tafte  it 
is  intirely  inftpid. 

CORAL LIUM  ALBUM,  [£.] 
et  RUERUM';  [I.  E.]  white  and 
red  coral.  Thefe  alfio  aire  marine 
productions,  of  the  fame  nature 
with  the  foregoing.  They  cannot 
reafonably  be  looked  upon  in  any 
other  light  than  as  mere  abforbents : 
as  fuch,  the   red   coral  enters  the 


officinal  crabs  claw  powder,  and  is 
fometimes  in  practice  directed  by 
itfelf.  Both  forts  are  nearly  of 
equal  ftrength  ;  they  faturate  lefs 
acid  than  chalk,  oyfterfhells,  or 
pearls ;  but  more  than  the  other 
powders  called  teftaceous. 

CORIANDRUM  j  [L.  £.]  co- 
riandrum  majus  C  B.  Coriander  ; 
the  feed.  Coriander  is  an  umbelli- 
ferous plant,  differing  from  all  the 
others  of  that  clafs  in  producing 
Jph^ericaMeeds .  Thefe,  when  frefh, 
have  a  ftrong  difagieeable  fmell, 
which  improves  by  diying,  and 
becomes  fufficiently  grateful :  they 
are  recommended '  as  carminative 
and  ftomachic. 

CORNU  CERVI ;  [L,  £.]  the 
ftag  or  harts  horns.  Many  extra- 
ordinary virtues  have  been  attri- 
buted to  thefe  horns,  and  to  all  the 
parts  of  the  animal  in  general  :  but 
experience  gives  no  countenance  to 
them  ;  nor  do  they  feem  to  have 
any  other  foundation  than  the  great 
timidity  of  the  hart,  the  annual 
renewal  of  his  horns,  and  an  opi- 
nion of  his  extraordinary  longae- 
vity  ;  from  thefe  circumftances  it 
was  inferred,  that  all  the  parts  of 
him  muft  be  proper  for  intimidating 
the  inraged  archens,renewing  health 
and  ftrength,  and  prolonging  life. 

CORNUS  ;  [£.]  corpus  hortevfa 
mas  C  B.  The  cornel  tree ;  its 
fruit.  This  fruit  is  moderately 
cooling  and  aftringent,  but  not  re- 
garded as  an  article  of  the  materia 
medica, 

COSTUS  [I.  £.]  a  root  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies.  Authors 
mention  two  forts  of  coftus,  fweet 
and  bitter  :  in  the  fhops  we  feldom 
meet  with  any  more  than  one,  the 
crjius  dulcis  officinarum  C  B.  This 
root  is  about  the  iize  of  the  finger  ; 

and 
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and  confifts  of  a  yellowifh  woody 
part,  inclofed  within  a  whitiih 
bark  :  the  former  is  very  tough,  of 
no  fmell,  and  very  little  tafte ; 
the  cortical  part  brittle,  of  a  warm, 
bitterilh,  aromatic  tafte,  and  an 
agreeable  fmell,  fomewhat  refem- 
bfing  that  of  violets  or  Florentine 
orris.  Coftus  is  faid  to  attenuate 
vifcid  humours,  to  promote  expec- 
toration, perfpiration,  and  urine. 
At  prefent  it  is  rarely  met  with  in 
prefcription,  and  not  often  in  the 
ffiops  ;  in  mithridate  and  theriaca, 
the  only  officinal  compofitions  it  is 
directed  in,  zedoary  fupplies  its 
place. 

COSTUS  HORTORUM,  vide 
Balsamita  mas. 

COTULA  FOETIDA  [£.] 
cfaanuemelum  fcetidufn  C.  B.  May- 
weed, or  wild  chamaemele ;  the 
leaves.  This  plant  is  common 
among  corn,  and  in  wafte  places. 
In  appearance  it  refembles  fome  of 
the  garden  chamasmels,  but  is  ealily 
diftinguiihable  from  them  by  its 
ftrong-  fetid  fcent.  It  is  never  ufed 
in  medicine. 

CRASSULA  ;  [£.]  tekphium  <vul- 
gare  C.  B.  Orpine ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  very  thick- leaved  juicy 
plant,  not  unlike  the  houfeleeks. 
It  has  a  mucilaginous  roughifh  tafte, 
and  hence  is  recommended  as  emol- 
lient and  aitringent,  but  has  never 
been  much  regarded  in  practice. 

CRETA  [L.  E.]  White  chalk 
is  a  pure  alcaline  earth,  totally  fo- 
luble  in  vinegar,  and  the  lighter 
acids,  fo  as  to  deftroy  every  fenfi- 
ble  mark  of  their  acidity.  This 
earth  is  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  of 
the  abforbents,  and  is  to  be  looked 
upon  fimply"as  fuch  :  the  aftrin- 
gent  virtues  which  fome  attribute 
to  it,  have  no  foundation. 
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CRITHMUM;  [£.]  cntbmum 
fi'-ve  fasmculum  maritimum  minus 
C.  B.  Samphire;  the  leaves.  This 
plant  grows  wild  on  rocks,  and  in 
maritime  places  :  the  leaves  are 
fomewhat  like  thofe  of  fennel,  but 
the  fegments  much  thicker  and 
lhorter :  their  fmell  refembles  that 
of  fmallage  ;  the  tafte  is  warm,  bit- 
terifh,  not  agreeable.  They  are 
faid  to  be  ftomachic,  aperient,  and 
diuretic. 

CROCUS  ;  \L.  £.]  crocus  Jati- 
w.sC.B.  Saffron;  the  chieves  or 
flefhy  capillaments  growing  at  the 
end  of  the  piftil  of  the  flower,  care- 
fully picked  and  prefled  together 
into  cakes.  There  are  three  forts 
of  faffron  met  with  in  the  fhops, 
two  of  which  are  brought  from 
abroad,  the  other  is  the  produce 
of  our  own  country  :  this  laft  is 
greatly  fuperior  to  the  two  former, 
from  which  it  may  be  diftinguifhed 
by  its  blades  being  broader.  When 
in  perfection,  it  is  of  a  fiery  orange 
red  colour,  and  yields  a  deep  yel- 
low tindlure  :  it  mould  be  chofen 
freih,  not  above  a  year  old,  in 
clofe  cakes,  neither  dry,  nor  yet 
very  moift,  tough  and  firm  in  tear- 
ing, of  the  fame  colour  within  as 
without,  and  of  a  ftrong,  acrid, 
diffufive  fmell. 

Safrron  is  a  very  elegant  and  ufe- 
ful aromatic :  befides  the  virtues 
which  it  has  in  common  with  ail 
the  bodies  of  that  clafs,  it  remark- 
ably exhilarates,  raifes  the  lpirits, 
and  is  defervedly  accounted  one  of 
the  higheft  cordials ;  taken  in  large 
dofes,  it  is  faid  to  occafion  immo- 
derate mirth,  involuntary  laughter, 
and  the  iil  effecis  which  follow 
from  the  abufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors. This  medicine  is  particu- 
larly ferviceable  in  hyfteric  depref- 
iions  proceeding  from  a  cold  caufe 
or  obftruclion  of  the  uterine  fecre- 
tions,  where  other  aromatics,  even. 
I  4  "  thole 
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thofe  of  the  more  generous  kind, 
have  little  effect.  Saffron  imparts 
the  whole  of  its  virtue  and  colour, 
to  rectified  fpirit,  proof  fpirit,  wine, 
vinegar,  and  water  :  a  tin&ure 
drawn  with  vinegar,  lofes  greatly 
of  its  colour  in  keeping  :  the  wate- 
ry and  vinous  tin&ures  are  apt  to 
grow  four,  and  then  lofe  their  co- 
lour alfo  :  that  made  in  pure  fpirit 
keeps  in  perfection  for  many  years. 

CUBEBS  [I.  E.)  Cubebs;  a 
fruit  brought  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 
This  fruit  has  a  great  affinity  with 
pepper.  The  principal  difference, 
diftinguifhable  bye  the  eye,  is,  that 
each  cubeb  is  furnifhed  with  a  long 
fiender  ftalk  (whence  they  are  call- 
ed by  fome  piper  caudatum.)  In 
aromatic  warmth  and  pungency, 
cubebs  are  far  inferior  to  pepper. 

CUCUMIS  HORTENSIS  [X] 
Garden  cudumbers  ;  the  feeds. 
Thefe  are  in  the  number  of  the 
four  greater  cold  feeds  ;  they  are 
lels  apt  to  grow  rancid  in  keeping 
than  the  others  of  that  clafs. 

CUCUMIS  AGREST1S  [L.£.] 
eueumis  fylvejh-is  afinimis  didits  C.  B. 
Wild  cucumber ;  the  fruit.  This 
plant  found  wild  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, is  with  us  cultivated  in  gar- 
dens. Its  principal  botanic  differ- 
ence from  the  former  is  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  its  fruit,  which  is  no  bigger 
than  a  Spanifh  olive :  when  ripe, 
it  burfts  on  a  light  touch,  andfheds 
its  feeds  with  violence,  and  hence 
was  named  by  the  Greeks  elaterium. 
This  name  was  applied  likewife  to 
the  infp.ffated  juice  of  the  fruit, 
the  only  preparation  of  the  plant 
made  ufe  of  in  medicine.  Elateri- 
um is  a  flrong  cathartic,  and  very 
often  operates  alfo  upwards.  Two 
or  three  grains  are  accounted  in 
mofl  cafes  a  fufflcient  dofe.  Simon 
Paulii  relates  fome  inftances  of  the 
good  eife&s   of  this   purgative  in 


dropfies ;  but  cautions  practitioners 
not  to  have  recourfe  to  it  till  after 
milder  medicines  have  proved  in- 
effectual ;  to  which  caution  we 
heartily  fubferibe.  Medicines  in- 
deed in  general,  which  a£t  with 
violence  in  a  fmall  dofe,  require 
the  utmofl;  fkill  to  manage  them 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  fafety  : 
to  which  may  be  added,  that  the 
various  manners  of  making  thefe 
kinds  of  preparations,  as  praftifed 
by  different  hands,  mud  needs  vary 
their  power. 

CUCURBITA;  [E.]  cucurlita 
oblonga,  flore  albo,  folio  molli  C.  B. 
The  gourd  •  its  feeds.  Thefe  are 
in  the  number  of  the  four  greater 
cold  feeds.  They  unite  with  water 
by  trituration  into  an  emulfion, 
yield  to  the  prefs  a  foft  infipid  oil, 
and  poffefs  the  general  virtues  of 
the  fubflances  of  fed.  5,  page  58. 

CUMINUM,  videCYMiNUM. 

CUPRESSUS  [£.]  The  cyprefs 
tree  ;  its  fruit.  This  is  a  tall  tree 
prowing  wild  in  the  warmer  cli- 
mates. The  fruit  is  a  flrong  aftrin- 
gent  j  and  in  fome  places  frequent- 
ly ufed  as  fuch ;  among  us  it  is 
very  rarely  employed,  and  not  of- 
ten met  with  in  the  fhops. 

CUPRUM  [L.  E.]  The  prepa- 
rations of  copper  are  violently  eme- 
tic, and  therefore  very  rarely  ex- 
hibited internally.  Some  have  ven- 
tured upon  a  folution  of  a  grain  or 
two  of  the  metal  in  vegetable  acids, 
and  obferve,  that  it  afts  almoft  as 
foon  as  received  into  the  ftomach, 
fo  as  to  be  of  good  ufe  for  occa- 
sioning poifonous  fubflar.ces  that 
have  been  fwallowed,  to  be  im- 
mediately thrown  up  again.  Eocr- 
haave  recommends  a  faturated  fo- 
lution of  this  metal  in  volatile  al- 
caline  fpirits,  as  a  medicine  of  great 
fervice 
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lerviee  in  diforders,  proceeding 
from  an  acid,  weak,  cold  phleg- 
matic caufe  :  if  three  drops  of  this 
tinfture  be  taken  every  morning 
with  a  °-lafs  of  mead,  and  the  dofe 
doubled  every  day,  to  twenty-four 
is,  it  proves  (he  fays)  aperient, 
attenuating,  warming,  and  diure- 
tic :  he  afTures  us,  that  by  this 
means  he  cured  a  confirmed  af- 
cites;  and  that  the  urine  run  out 
as  from  an  open  pipe;  but  at  the 
fame  time  acknowledges,  that  up- 
on trying  the  fame  medicine  on 
others  ic  failed  him.  He  likewife 
recommends  other  preparations  of 
copper,  as  of  wonderful  efficacy  in 
certain  kinds  of  ill  habits,  weak- 
nefs  of  the  ftomach,  &c.  but  we 
cannot  think  the  internal  ufe  of 
this  metal  commendable  or  even 
fafe.  Phyficians  in  general  feem 
to  be  agreed,  that  it  has  really  a 
virulent  quality  ;  and  too  many  ex- 
amples arejpiet  with  of  fatal  confe- 
quences  enfuing  upon  eating  food 
that  had  been  dreffed  in  copper  vefiels 
not  well  cleaned  from  the  ruft  they 
had  contracted  by  lying  in  the  air. 

Great  care  ou?ht  to  be  had,  that 
acid  liquors,  or  even  water,  de- 
figned  for  internal  ufe,  be  not  fuf- 
fered  to  ftand  long  in  veffels  made 
of  copper  ;  otherwife  they  will  dif- 
folve  fo  much  of  the  metal  as  will 
give  them  difagreeable  qualities. 
Hence,  in  the  diibJlation  of  fimple 
waters  with  copper  frills,  the  laft 
runnings,  which  are  manifeilly 
acid,  .have  frequently  proved  eme- 
tic. Jt  is  remarkable,  that  whilft 
weak  acids  liquors  are  kept  boiling 
in  copper  vefiels,  they  do  not  feem 
to  diflblye  any  of  the  metal ;  but 
if  fuliered  to  remain  in  them  for 
the  fame  length  of  time  without 
boiling,  they  become  notably  im- 
pregnated with  the  copper.  Hence 
the  confectioners,  by  fkilful  ma- 
nagement, prepare  the  mou  acid 
fyrups   in  copper  vefiels,    without 
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giving  them  any  ill  tafte  from  the 
metal. 

CURCUMA  [£.]  Turmeric;  a 
root  brought  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 
This  root  is  internally  of  a  deep 
lively  yellow,  or  faffron  colour, 
which  it  readily  imparts  to  watery 
liquors.  It  has  an  agreeable,  weak 
fmell,  and  a  bitterifh  fomewhat 
warm  tafte.  Turmeric  is  efteemed 
aperient  and  emmenagogue,  and 
of  fingular  efficacy  in  the  jaundice. 
It  tinges  the  urine  of  a  faffron. 
colour. 

CUSCUTA  [£.]  Dodder.  This 
is  of  the  clafs  of  plants  called  pa- 
ralitica!, or  which  grow  out  from 
the  body  of  others  :  it  has  no 
leaves,  confifting  only  of  a  number 
of  juicy  filaments  matted  together. 
There  are  two  forts  of  it,  cufcuta 
major  C.  B.  which  grows  com- 
monly in  heaths  on  furzes,  nettles, 
&c.  and  likewife  in  fields  of  flax, 
and  other  manured  plants ;  and  the 
cufcuta  minor,  or  epithjmum  of  the 
fame  author,  fo  called  from  its 
being  found  only  upon  thyme. 
This  laft  is  preferred  for  medici- 
nal ufe,  and  is  ufually  brought 
from  Leghorn  and  Turkey,  with 
tops  and  ftalk's  of  thyme  amongft 
it.  Epithymum  has  a  pretty  ftrong 
fmell,  and  a  roughifh  fomewhat 
pungent  tafte.  Its  virtues  remain 
as  yet  to  be  determined  :  the  an- 
cients ranked  it  among  cathartics ; 
but  thofe  who  have  given  it  in  that 
intention  have  been  generally  difap- 
pointed. 

CYANUS  ;  cyamis  fegitum  C.  B. 
Bluebottle;  the  flowers.  This  is 
a  common  weed  among  corn .  The 
flowers  are  of  an  elegant  blue  co- 
lour, which,  if  carefully" and  hafti- 
ly  dried,  they  retain  for  a  conftder- 
abletime.  As  to  their  virtues,  the 
prefent  practice    expects    not  any 

from 
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*rom  them ;  notwithftanding  they 
have  been  -  formerly  celebrated 
againfl:  the  bites  of  poifonous~  ani- 
mals, contagious  difeafes,  palpita- 
tions of  the  heart,  and  many  other 
diftempers. 


CYCLAMEN, 

U  ITA. 


vide     Artha- 


CYDONIA  MALUS  ;  [L.  E.~\ 
cotonea  malus  J.  B.  The  quince 
tree  ;  the  fruit,  and  its  feeds. 
Quinces  have  a  very  aufiere  acid 
tafte  :  taken  in  fmall  quantity,  they 
are  fuppofed  to  reftrain  vomiting, 
and  alvine  fluxes ;  and  more  libe- 
rally, to  loofen  the  belly.  The  feeds 
abound  with  a  mucilaginous  fub- 
flance  of  no  particular  tafte,  which 
they  readily  impart  to  watery  li- 
quors :  an  ounce  will  render  three 
pints  of  water  thick  and  ropy  like 
the  white  of  an  egg. 

CYMINUM  ;  [L.  E,]  cymnum 
femine  longiore  C.  B.  fa7iiculum  ori- 
entale  cuminum  ditlum  Town.  Cum- 
min ;  the  feeds .  This  is  an  um- 
belliferous plant,  in  appearance 
refembling  fennel,  but  much  fiual- 
ler :  the  feeds  are  brought  from 
Sicily  and  Malta.  Cummin  feeds 
have  a  bitterifh  warm  tafte,  ac- 
companied with  an  aromatic  fla- 
vour, not  of  the  moil:  agreeable 
kind.  They  are  accounted  good 
carminatives,  but  not  very  often 
made  ufe  of. 

CYNOGLOSSUM  \E.],majus 
vulgare  C.  B.  Hounds  tongue ; 
the  root.  The  leaves  of  this  plant 
are  in  fhapc  thought  to  refemble 
a  tongue,  whence  its  name  ;  they 
are  clothed  with  a  whitifh  down  : 
it  grows  wild  in  fhady  lanes.  The 
roots  have  a  rank  difagreeable 
fmell,  and  rough  bitterifh  tafte, 
covered  with  a  glutinous  fweetifh- 
nefs.     The  virtues  of  this  root  are 


very  doubtful  :  it  is  generally  fup- 
pofed to  be  narcotic,  and  by  fome 
to  be  virulently  fo  :  others  declare, 
that  it  has  no  virtue  of  this  kind, 
and  look  upon  it  as  a  mere  gluti- 
nous aftringent.  The  prefent  prac- 
tice take  no  notice  of  it  in  any  in- 
tention. 

CYNOSBATOS;  [L.E.~]  rofa 
Jyl-vejiris  vulgaris  flore  odorato  incar- 
nate, C.  B.  The  wild  briar,  dog 
rofe,  or  hip  tree ;  its  fruit,  and  the 
little  fpongy  balls  found  fometimes 
on  the  ftalks.  This  bufh  grows  wild 
in  hedges  throughout  England. 
The  flowers  have  a  pleafant  fmell  ; 
but  fo  weak,  that  Parkinfon,  and 
others,  have  named  the  plant  rofa 
flvefiris  inodora :  a  water  diftilled 
from  them  fmells  agreeably.  The 
fruit  or  hips  contain  a  fourifh- 
fweetifh  pulp  ;  with  a  rough  prick- 
ly matter  inclofing  the  feeds,  from 
which  the  pulp  ought  to  be  care- 
fully feparated  before  it  is  taken 
internally  :  the  Wirtemberg  college 
obferves,  that  from  a  neglect  of  this 
caution,  the  pulp  of  hips  fome- 
times occasions  a  pruritus,  and  un- 
eafinefs  about  the  anus ;  and  I  have 
known  the  conferve  of  it  to  excite 
a  violent  vomiting. 

CYPERUS  LONGUS  ;  [£.]  cy- 
perus  odoratus  radice  longa,  fi<ve  cy- 
perus  cjficinaruin  C.  B.  Long  cy- 
perus ;  the  root.  This  is  a  plant 
of  the  graminifolious  kind ;  it  is 
fometimes  found  wild,  in  marfhy 
places  in  England  ;  the  roots  have 
been  generally  brought  to  us  from 
Italy.  This  root  is  long,  flender, 
crooked,  and  full  of  knots  :  out- 
wardly of  a  dark  brown,  or  black- 
ifh  colour,  inwardly  whitifh  j  of  an 
aromatic,  fmell,  and  an  agreeable 
warm  tafte ;  both  the  tafte  and 
fmell  are  improved  by  moderate 
exflccation.  Cypcrus  is  accounted 
a  good  flomachic  and  carminative, 

but 


Book  2. 


Materia  Medic  a. 


but  at  prefent  very  little  regard- 
ed. 

DAUCUS  CRETICUS;  [L.E.] 

Daucus  foliis  funiculi  tenuijjimis  C.  B. 
Candy  carrot,  or  carrot  of  Crete  ; 
the  feeds.  This  is  an  unbellife- 
rous  plant  growing  wild  in  the 
Levant,  and  the  warmer  parts  of 
Europe.  The  feeds,  which  are 
generally  brought  from  Crete, 
have  a  warm  biting  taile,  and  a 
not  difagreeable  aromatic  fmell. 
They  are  carminative,  and  faid 
to  be  diuretic,  but  at  prefent  little 
otherwife  ufed  than  as  ingredients 
in  the  mithridate  and  theriaca. 

DAUCUS  SYLVESTRIS ;  [£.] 
foflinaca  fyl'veflris  tenuifolia  Diofco- 
ridis,  <vel  daucus  ojfcinarutn  C.  B. 
Wild  carrot ;  the  feed.  This  is 
common  in  pafture  grounds  and 
fallow  fields  throughout  England. 
The  feeds  poifefs  the  virtues  of 
thofe  of  the  daucus  Creticus,  in  an 
inferior  degree ;  and  have  often 
fupplied  their  place  in  the  ihops ; 
and  been  themfelves  fupplied  by 
the  feeds  of  the  garden  carrot : 
thefe  laft  are,  in  warmth  and  fla- 
vour, the  weakefc,  of  the  three  ; 
the  feeds  of  the  Candy  carrot  are 
much  the  ftrongeft. 

DENS  LEONIS;[£.]  dens  ho- 
rns latiore  folio,  et  angujliore  folio 
C.  B.  Dandelion ;  the  root  and 
herb.  This  plant  is  common  in 
fields,  and  uncultivated  places  :  it 
has  feveral  narrow,  dentated  leaves 
lying  on  the  ground,  with  a  flender 
naked  ftalk  fuftaining  a  yellow 
flower.  The  root,  leaves,  and  ftalk, 
contain  a  bitter  milky  juice:  they 
promife  to  be  of  ufe  as  aperient 
and  detergent  medicines ;  and  have 
fometimes  been  directed  in  this  in- 
tention with  good  fuccefs.  Boer- 
haave  efteems  them  capable,  if 
duly  continued,  of  refolving  almoft 
all  kinds  cf  coagulations,  and  open- 
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ing   very  obflinate  obftru&ions  of 
the  vifcera. 

DIAPENSIA,  vide  Sanicula. 

DICTAMNUS  ALBU3,  vide 
Fraxinella. 

DICTAMNUS  CRETICUS 
[L.  E.]  Dittany  of  Crete.  This  is 
a  kind  of  origanum,  faid  to  grow 
plentifully  in  the  ifland  of  Candy, 
in  Dalmatia,  and  in  the"  Morea  :  it 
has  been  found  hardy  enough  to 
bear  the  ordinary  winters  of  our 
own  climate.  The  leaves,  which 
are  the  only  part  in  ufe  with  us, 
come  from  Italy.  The  belt  fort 
are  well  covered  over  with  a  thick 
white  down,  and  now  and  then 
intermixt  with  purplifh  flowers.  In 
fmell  and  tafte,  they  fomewhat  re- 
femble  lemon  thyme,  but  have 
more  of  an  aromatic  flavour,  as 
well  as  a  greater  degree  of  pungen- 
cy :  when  frefh,  they  yield  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  an  excellent 
eflential  oil. 

DIGITALIS;  [£.]  digitalis  pur- 
purea folio  afpero,  C.  B.  Foxglove  ; 
the  leaves.  This  grows  wild  in 
woods,  and  on  uncultivated  heaths : 
the  elegant  appearance  of  its  purple 
flowers,  (which  hang  in  fpikes 
along  one  fide  of  the  ftalk)  has 
gained  it  a  place  in  fome  of  our 
gardens.  The  leaves  have  been 
ftrongly  recommended  externally, 
againft  fcrophulous  tumours ;  and 
likewife  internally,  in  epileptic  dif- 
orders :  what  fervice  they  may  be 
capable  of  doing  in  thefe  cafes 
we  have  no  experience.  Several 
examples  are  mentioned  by  medi- 
cal writers  of  their  occafioning  vio- 
lent vomiting,  hypercatharfes,  and 
difordering  the  whole  conftitution  ; 
infomuch  that  Boerhaave  accounts 
them  poifonous.  Their  tafte  is 
bitter  and  very  naufeous. 

DORO- 
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DORONICUM  ROMANUM; 
\E.~\  doronicum  radice  fcorpii  C.  B. 
Roman  wolfs  bane  :  the  root.  This 
grows  fpontaneoufiy  on  the  Alps, 
and  in  fundry  places  of  Germany. 
It  has  been  greatly  difputed  whe- 
ther this  plant  is  to  be  ranked  a- 
mong  thepofonous  orfalutary  ones : 
we  fhail  not  here  enter  into  this 
controverfy ;  obferving  only,  that 
all  the  intentions  it  has  been  re- 
commended for,  may  certainly  be 
anfwered  by  other  medicines  of  no 
lefs  efficacy,  and  known  to  be  inno- 
cent ;  and  that  therefore  the  ufe 
of  doronicum  may  be  very  reafon- 
ably  laid  afide  :  in  this  we  are 
warranted  by  common  practice, 
which  has  not  for  a  long  time  paid 
any  regard  to  it. 

DRACONTIUM  ;  [£.]  dra- 
eiinculus  pclfphyllus  C.  B.  arum  po- 
lyphyllum  Ri<vini.  Dragons,  or  the 
many-leaved  arum  ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  cultivated  in  gardens.  It 
has  fcarce  any  other  medical  diffe- 
rence from  the  common  arum,  than 
being  in  all  its  parts  fomewhat 
more  pungent  and  acrimonious. 


DRAKENA, 

YERVA. 


vide    Contra- 


DULCAMARA, 

KUM   LIGNOSUM. 


vide    Sola- 


EBULUS  ;  [£.]  famhucus  humilis 
five  ebuhis  C.  B.  Dwarf  elder,  or 
danewoit  ;  the  root,  bark,  and 
leaves.  This  plant  grows- wild  in 
fome  counties  of  England ;  but 
about  'London  is  rarely  met  with, 
unlefs  in  gardens :  the  eye  diftin- 
guiihes  little  difference  betwixt  it 
and  the  alder  tree,  except  in  the 
iize  ;  the  alder  being  a  pretty  large 
tree,  and  the  dwarf  alder  only  an 
herb  tree  of  four  feet  high.  The 
leaves,  roots,  and  bark  of  ebulus 
have  a  aaufebus,  fharp,  bitter  tafte, 


and  a  kind  of  acrid  ungrateful  fmell : 
they  are  all  flrong  cathartics,  and 
as  fuch  are  recommended  in  drop- 
fies,  and  other  cafes,  where  medi- 
cines of  that  kind  are  indicated. 
The  bark  of  the  root  is  faid  to  be 
flrongeft ;  the  leaves  the  weakeft. 
But  they  are  all  too  churlifh  medi- 
cines for  general  ufe  :  they  fome- 
times  evacuate  violently  upwards, 
almofi  always  naufeate  the  ftomach, 
and  occafion  great  uneaanefs  of  the 
bowels.  By  boiling,  they  become 
(like  the  other  drafucs)  milder,  and 
more  fafe  in  operation  :  Fernelius 
relates,  that  by  long  co&ion  they 
entirely  icfe  their  purgative  virtue. 
The  berries  of  this  plant  are  like- 
wife  purgative,  but  lefs  virulent 
than  the  other  parts.  A  rob  pre- 
pared from  them  may  be  given  to 
the  quantity  of  an  ounce  as  a  ca- 
thartic ;  and  in  fmaller  ones  as 
an  aperient,  and  deobftruent  in 
chronic  diforders  :  in  this  lad  in- 
tention, it  is  faid  to  be  frequently 
ufed  in  Swiflerland,  in  the  dofe  of 
a  dram. 

ELATINE  ;  [L.  £.]   linaria  fc- 

getum  numjnularia  folio  non  miUofo 
Town.  Fiuellin,  or  female  fpeed- 
well ;  the  leaves.  This  is  a  low 
creeping  plant,  growing  wild  in 
corn  fields.  The  leaves  have  a 
very  bitter/Vqughifh  tafle.  They 
were  formerly  accounted  excellent 
vulneraries,  and  of  great  ufe  for 
cleanfmg  and  healing  old  ulcers, 
and  fpreading  cancerous  fores  : 
fome  have  recommended  them  in- 
ternally in  leprous  and  fcrophulous 
diforders;  as  alfo  in  hydropic  cafes. 
It  gives  name  to  one  of  the  officinal 
honeys ;  but  the  plant  itfelf  is  ne- 
ver ufed  in  the  prefer t  practice, 
and  this  preparation  of  it  is  in  no 
great  efteem. 

ELEMI   [£.£.]  a  refin  brought 
from  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  and 
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fometimes  from  the  Ealt  Indies, 
in  long  roundifh  cakes,  generally- 
wrapt  up  in  flag  leaves.  The  bell 
fort  is  foftiffi,  fomewhat  tranfpa- 
rent  of  a  pale  whitifh  yellow  co- 
lour, inclining  a  little  to  greenifh, 
of  a  ftrdng,  not  unpleafant  fmell. 
It  almoit  totally  diffolves  in  pure 
fpirit,  and  fends  over  fome  part  of 
its  fragrance  along  with  this  men- 
ftruum  in  diftillation  :  diftilled  with 
water,  it  yields  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  a  pale  coloured,  thin,  fra- 
grant eflential  oil.  This  refin  gives 
name  to  one  of  the  officinal  un- 
guents, and  is  at  prefent  fcarce  any 
otherways  made  ufe  of;  though  it 
is  certainly  preferable  for  internal 
purpofes,  to  fome  others  which  are 
held  in  greater  eifeem. 

ELEOSELINUM,  vide  Apium. 

ELEUTHERLE  CORTEX  [L .] 
cafcarilla  ;  a  bark  imported  into 
Europe  from  one  of  the  Bahama 
iflands  called  Elatheria,  in  curled 
pieces,  or  rolled  up  into  fhort  quills, 
about  an  inch  in  width,  pretty 
much  refembling  in  appearance 
the  Peruvianas  cortex,  but  of  a 
paler  brown  colour  on  the  infide, 
lei's  compact,  and  more  friable. 
Its  taile  is  bitterer,  yet  lefs  difa- 
greeable,  and  lefs  rough  than  that 
of  the  Peruvian  bark  ;  with  a  con- 
siderably greater  fhare  of  aroma- 
tic pungency  and  heat  :  the  thin 
outward  fkin,  which  is  of  a  whitifh 
colour,  has  no  tafte.  It  is  eafiiy 
inflammable,  and  yields  whilft  burn- 
ing a  very  fragrant  fmell  :  this 
peculiar  property  diftinguifhes  the 
eleutheria  from  all  other  known 
barks. 

Stifferus  was  the  firfl  that  em- 
ployed the  cortex  eleutheria  as  a 
medicine,  in  Europe;  he  relates 
(in  his  Acl.  lahorat.  ctym.  published 
in  the  year  1693)  that  he  received 
this  aromatic  bark  from  England  ; 


and  that  fome  time  after,  it  was 
fold    at    Brunfwick    for   Peruvian 
bark  :  that  a  tincture  of  it  in  alca- 
lized   vinous    fpirits,    or    dulcified 
alcaline   ones,  proved  carminative 
and  diuretic,  and  did  coniiderable 
fervice  in    arthritic,  fcorbutic  and 
calculous  cafes  ;  and  that  if  taken 
immediately  after  meals,  it  affect- 
ed the  head  a   little.      Eleutheria 
was  foon  after  employed  by  Apinus 
in  an  epidemic  fever  which  raged  in 
fome  in  parts  of  Norway  in    1 694 
and    1695  :  this    diieafe,  which  at 
firft    had    the    appearance    of   an 
ordinary     intermittent,    at    length 
was   accompanied   with    petechial 
fpots.       The    common   alexiphar- 
macs  and  fudorifics  were  found  in- 
effectual :  but  the   powder  or   ex- 
tract of    this    bark,    joined    with 
them,  proved  fuccelsful,  even  after 
petechise  had  come  forth  :  dyfen- 
teries,  Succeeding   the  fever,  were 
removed   by    the   fame   medicine. 
During  the  ufe.  o'i  the  eluetheria, 
the  patient  generally  fweated  plen- 
tifully, without  lois  of  flrength,  or 
other     inconvenience  :    the     belly 
was  likewife.  kept  open ;  thofe  who 
did  not  iweat,  had  three    or   four 
ftools  a  day  :  where   the  menftrual 
or  h-aamorrhoidal  fluxes  were  fup- 
prefled  at  the  beginning  of  the  dis- 
order,   they    generally,    upon    the 
ufe    of  this    medicine,  reappeared. 
Among  the  Germans,  the  eleuthe- 
ria   is    at    prefent   in    very    great 
n,    and   frequently   exhibited 
againft    common   intermittents,    in 
preference  to   the   Peruvian  bark, 
as  being  lefs   fubject  to    fome  in- 
conveniencies  which  the  latter,  on 
account  of  its  greater  ailringency, 
is  apt  to  occaflon  :  it  is  alfo  given, 
with   good  fuccefs,  in  flatulent  co- 
lics,   internal    hesmorrhagies,     dy- 
fenteries,  the    diarrhoeas    of    acute 
fevers,    and   other    like   diforders. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  French  aca- 
demy found  this  bark  of  excellent 
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fervice  in  an  epidemic  dyfentery 
in  the  year  17195  in  which  ipeca- 
ccanha  proved  ineffectual :  Mr. 
Boulduc  obferved,  that  this  laft 
left  a  lownefs,  and  weaknefs  of 
ftomach,  which  continued  for  a 
long  time,  whilft  eleutheria  foon 
raifed  the  ftrength,  and  promoted 
appetite.  From  the  experience 
which  we  have  ourfelves  had  of 
this  bark,  we  are  apt  to  think,  that 
it  deferves  to  be  more  regarded 
than  it  is  at  prefent. 

ENDIVIA  ;  [X]  intybus  fativa 
latifolia  C.  B.  Endive  ;  the  roots, 
leaves,  and  feeds.  Endive  is  raifed 
in  gardens  for  culinary  ufe.  It  is 
a  gentle  cooler  and  aperient,  nearly 
of  the  fame  quality  with  the  cicbo- 
reum.  The  feeds  are  ranked  among 
the  four  leffer  cold  feeds. 

ENULA  CAMPANA  ;  [L.  E.] 
after  omnium  maximus  Toum  Ele- 
campane ;  the  root.  This  is  a 
very  large  downy  plant,  fometimes 
found  wild  in  moift  rich  foils.  The 
root,  efpecially  when  dry,  has  an 
agreeable  aromatic  fmell ;  its  tafte, 
on  firfr.  chewing,  is  glutinous,  and 
as  it  were  fomewhat  rancid  ;  in  a 
little  time  it  difcovers  an  aromatic 
bitternefs,  which  by  degrees  be- 
comes considerably  acrid  and  pun- 
gent. Elecampane  root  poflefies 
the  general  virtues  of  alexiphar- 
xnacs :  it  is  principally  recommend- 
ed for  promoting  expectoration  in 
humoural  afthmas  and  coughs  :  li- 
berally taken,  it  is  faid  to  excite 
urine,  and  loofen  the  belly.  In 
fome  parts  of  Germany,  large  quan- 
tities of  this  root  are  candied,  and 
ufed  as  a  ftomachic,  for  ftrenthen- 
ing  the  tone  of  the  vifcera  in  ge- 
neral, and  for  attenuating  tenacious 
juices.  Spirituous  liquors  extradt 
its  virtues  in  greater  perfection  than 
watery  ones  :  the  former  fcarce 
elevate  any  thing    in  diftillation : 


with  the  latter  an  eflential  oil  arifes, 
which  concretes  into  white  flakes  : 
this  pofieffes  at  firft  the  flavour  of 
the  elecampane,  but  is  very  apt 
to  lofe  it  in  keeping.  An  extract 
made  with  water  (a  preparation 
now  kept  in  the  fliops)  poflefles 
the  bitternefs  and  pungency  of  the 
root,  but  in  a  lefs  degree  than  one 
made  with  fpirit. 

EQUISETUM,     vide     Cauda 

EQUINA. 

ERIGERUM  ;  [E.]feuerio  minor 
^vulgaris  C.  B.  Groundfel  ;  the 
leaves.  This  is  a  common  weed, 
which  notwithftanding  its  being 
annua],  is  met  with  at  all  times  of 
the  year.  The  juice,  or  an  infu- 
fion  of  it  in  ale,  is  generally  faid 
to  be  a  mild  and  fafe  emetic  ;  but 
unlefs  taken  in  very  large  quantity, 
it  has  no  eflecl:  this  way.  The 
freih  herb,  beat  into  a  very  coarfe 
pulp,  and  applied  externally,  cold, 
to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  is  faid 
by  fome  to  occafion  ftrong  vomit- 
ing :  but  we,  with  Haller,  think 
that  this  notion  is  founded  on  an 
erroneous  experiment. 

ERUCA  ;  [E.J  eruca  latifolia  al- 
ba, fati'va  Diojcoriclis,  C.B.  Rocket; 
the  feeds.  This  was  formerly 
much  cultivated  in  gardens  for 
medicinal  ufe,  and  for  falads  ;  but 
is  at  prefent  lefs  common.  In 
appearance,  it  refembles  muftard, 
but  is  eafily  diftinguifhable  by  the 
fmoothnefs  of  its  leaves,  and  its 
difagreeable  fmell.  The  feeds  have' 
a  pungent  tafte,  of  the  muitard 
kind,  but  weaker:  they  have  long 
been  celebrated  as  aphrodifiacs,  and 
undoubtedly  have  in  fome  cafes  3 
title  to  this  virtue,  in  common 
with  other  acrid  plants. 


ERVUM,  vide  Orobus. 
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ERYNGIUM ;  [L.  E.)  eryngium 
maritimum  C.  B.  Eryngo  or  fea 
holly  ;  the  root.  This  plant  grows 
plentifully  on  fome  of  our  iandy 
and  gravelly  {hores :  the  roots  are 
{lender,  and  very  long  ;  of  a  plea- 
fant  fweetiih  tafte,  which  on  chew- 
ino-  them  for  fome  time,  is  follow- 
ed by  a  light  degree  of  aromatic 
warmth  and  acrimony.  They  are 
accounted  aperient  and  diuretic,  and 
have  alfo  been  celebrated  as  aphro- 
difiac ;  their  virtues  however  are 
too  weak  to  admit  them  under  the 
head  of  medicines. 

ERYSIMUM  ;  [E]  eryfimum  nml 
gars  C.  B.  Hedge  muitard  ;  the 
leaves.  This  is  a  low  hairy  plant, 
common  in  waite  places,  and  by 
way  fides.  The  leaves  are  faid  to 
promote  expectoration,  excite  u- 
rine,  and  the  other  fluid  fecretions, 
attenuate  and  diilblve  vifcid  juices, 
&c.  This  they  are  fuppofed  to 
perform  by  an  acrimonious  Simu- 
lating quality ;  but  the  tafte  difco- 
vers  in  them  only  an  herbaceous 
Ibftnefs,  entirely  void  of  acrimony: 
the  feeds  indeed  are  coniiderably 
pungent,  and  the  roots  in  fome 
imall  degree. 

ESULA  MAJOR  et  MINOR, 
vide  Tithymalus. 

EUPATORIUM  CANNABI- 
NUM  ;  [£.]  Hemp  agrimony,  wa- 
ter agrimony,  or  water  hemp  ;  the 
leaves.  This  is  found  wild  by  the 
fides  of  rivers  and  ditches.  It  has 
an  acrid  fmell,  and  a  very  bitter 
tafte,  with  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
pungency.  The  leaves  are  greatly 
recommended  for  ftrengthening  the 
tone  of  the  vifcera,  and  as  an  ape- 
rient ;  and  faid  to  have  excellent 
effects  in  the  the  dropfy,  jaundice* 
cachexies,  and  fcorbutic  diforders. 
Eoerhaave  informs  us,  that  this  is 
the  conftant  medicine  of  the  turf- 
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diggers  in  Holland,  againfl  fcurvies? 
foul  ulcers,  and  fwellings  in  the 
feet,  which  they  are  fubjecl;  to.  The 
root  of  this  plant  is  faid  to  operate 
as  a  ftrong  cathartic. 

EUPATORIUM     MESUES, 

vide  Ageratum. 

EUPATORIUM     GR^CO- 

RUM,  vide  Agrimonia. 

EUPHORBIUMj  [£.]  a  gum- 
my refm  exuding  from  a  large  ori- 
ental fltrub.  It  is  brought  to  us 
immediately  from  Barbary  ;  in 
drops  of  an  irregular  form ;  fome 
of  which,  upon  being  broken,  are 
found  to  contain  little  thorns,  fmali 
twigs,  flowers,  and  other  vegetable 
matters ;  others  are  hollow,  with- 
out any  thing  in  their  cavity  :  the 
tears  in  general  are  of  a  pale  yel- 
low colour  externally,  fomewhat 
white  within-fide  j  they  eafily  break 
betwixt  the  fingers.  Lightly  ap- 
plied to  the  tongue,  they  affect  it 
with  a  very  {harp  biting  tafte  ;  and 
-  upon  being  held  for  fome  time  in 
the  mouth,  prove  vehemently  acri- 
monious, inflaming  and  exulcerating 
the  fauces,  &c.  Euphorbium  is 
extremely  troublefome  to  pulverize ; 
the  finer  part  of  the  powder,  which 
flies  ofF,  affecting  the  head  in  a  vio- 
lent manner.  The  acrimony  is  fo 
great  as  to  render  it  abfolutely  un- 
fit for  any  internal  ufe :  feveral 
correctors  have  been  contrived  to 
abate  its  virulence ;  but  the  beft  of 
them  are  not  to  be  trufted  to ;  and 
as  there  feems  to  be  no  real  occa- 
fion  for  it,  unlefs  for  fome  external 
purpofes,  we  think,  with  Hoffman 
and  others,  that  it  ought  to  be  ex- 
punged from  the  catalogue  of  inter- 
nal medicines. 

EUPHRASIA  ;  [£.]  euphrafia  of- 

ficindrum    C.   B.       Eyebright  ;    the 

leaves-.     This  is  a  very  low  plant, 

growing: 
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growing  wild  in  moift  fields.  It 
has  for  fome  time  been  celebrated 
as  an  ophthalmic,  both  taken  inter- 
nally, and  applied  externally,  Hil- 
danus  fays,  he  has  known  old  men 
of  feventy,  who  had  loft  their  fight, 
recover  it  again  by  the  ufe  of  this 
herb :  later  practitioners,  however, 
have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  ob- 
ferve  any  fuch  good  effedts  from 
it.  At  prefent  it  is  totally  and 
juftly  djfregarded. 

FAB  A  ;  [E.~\f aba  fore  candido  li- 
iuris  mgris  coufpkuo  lourn.  Garden 
beans ;  the  flowers  and  feed.  Beans 
are  of  greater  ufe  for  culinary  than 
medicinal  purpofes  :  they  are  a 
ftrong  flatulent  food,  fufficiently  nu- 
tritious, but  not  eafy  of  digeftion  ; 
efpecially  when  growing  old.  A 
water  difulled  from  the  flowers  has 
been  celebrated  as  a  cofmetic,  and 
{till  retains  its  character  among  fome 
female  artifts. 

FARFARA,  vide  Tussilago. 

FERRUM^CHALYBS ;  [L.E.] 
iron  and  fteel.  Steel  is  accounted 
lefs  proper  for  medicinal  ufe  than 
the  loiter  iron,  as  being  more  diffi- 
cultly adted  upon  by  the  animal 
juices  and  the  common  menftrua  : 
iron  diftblves  readily  in  all  acids, 
and  rufts  freely  in  the  air,  efpecially 
if  occafionally  moiftened  with  wa- 
ter; fteel  requires  a  longer  time  for 
its  folution,  and  does  not  ruft  fo 
eafily.  The  general  virtues  of 
thefe  metals,  and  the  feveral  prepa- 
rations of  them,  are,  to  conftringe 
the  fibres,  to  quicken  the  circula- 
tion, to  promote  the  deficient  fe- 
ci etions  in  the  remoter  parts,  and 
at  the  fame  time  reprefs  inordinate 
difeharges  into  the  inteftinal  tube. 
Alter  the  exhibition  of  them,  if 
they  take  effedV,  the  pulfe  is  very 
fenfiblv  raifed ;  the  colour  of  the 
tV.ce,  though  before  pale,  changes 
4 


to  a  florid  red ;  the  alvine,  urina- 
ry, and  cuticular  excretions,  are 
increafed.  Nidorous  cruclations, 
and  the  faeces  voided  of  a  black 
colour,  are  marks  of  their  taking 
due  eftecl:. 

An  aperient  virtue  is  ufually  at- 
tributed to  fome  of  the  preparations 
of  ifon,  and  an  aftringent  to  others ; 
but  in  reality,  they  all  produce  the 
effedts  both  of  aperients  and  aftrin- 
gents,  and  feem  to  differ  only  in 
degree.  Tbofe  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  aftringent  fometimes  oc- 
casion a  very  copious  discharge  of 
urine,  or  a  diarrhoea ;  whilft  thofe 
called  aperient,  frequently  ftop  thefe 
evacuations. 

Where  either  a  preternatural  dif- 
charge,  or  feppreffion  of  natural 
fecretions,  proceed  from  a  languor 
and  fiuggifhnefs  of  the  fluids,  and 
weaknefs  of  the  folids  ;  this  metal, 
by  increafmg  the  motion  of  the 
former,  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
latter,  will  fupprefs  the  flux,  or 
remove  the  fupprefiion  ;  but  where 
the  circulation  is  already  too  quick 
the  folids  too  tenfe  and  rigid,  where 
there  is  any  ftrifture  or  fpafmodic 
contraction  of  the  veffels  ;  iron, 
and  all  the  preparations  of  it,  .will 
aggravate  equally  both  diftempers. 

Though  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  iron  acf  all  in  the  fame 
manner,  yet  they  are  not  equally 
proper  in  all  conititntions.  Where 
acidities  abound  in  the  firft  pafnges, 
the  crude  filings,  reduced  into  a 
fine  powder,  prove  more  fervice- 
able  than  the  moft  elaborate  prepa- 
ration of  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
where  there  is  no  acid  in  the  pri- 
ma; via?,  the  metal  requires  to  be 
previously  opened  by  faline  men- 
ftrua  :  hence  a  folution  of  iron  in 
acid  liquors  has  in  many  cafes  ex- 
cellent effects,  where  (as  Boerhaave 
obferves)  the  more  indigeftible  pre- 
parations, as  the  calces  made  by 
fire,  have   fcarce   any  eftecl;  at  all. 

If 
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If  alcalefcent  juices  are  lodged  in 
the  ftomach,  this  metal,  though  ex- 
hibited in  a  liquid  form,  proves  at 
leaft  ufelefs ;  for  here  the  acid  fol- 
vent  is  abforbed  by  the  alcaline 
matters  which  it  meets  with  in  the 
body,  fb  as  to  leave  the  iron  re- 
duced to  an  inactive  calx.  Chaly- 
beate medicines  are  likewife  fup- 
pofed  to  differ,  independent  of  diffe- 
rences in  the  conftitution,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  acid  u- 
nited  with  the  metal :  vegetable 
acids  fuperadd  a  detergency  and 
aperient  virtue  ;  combined  with  the 
vitriolic,  it  acts  in  the  firft  paffages 
powerfully  as  an  aperient ;  whilft 
the  nitrous  renders  it  extremely 
ftyptic  ;  and  the  marine,  ftill  more 
fo. 

FICUS  [L.  £.]  communis  C.  B. 
The  common  figtree  ;  its  fruit, 
called  carica  or  figs.  Figs,  both 
frefh,  and  dryed,  are  fufficiently  nu- 
tritious, grateful  to  the  ftomach, 
and  eafier  of  digeftion  than  moft 
of  the  other  fweet  fruits.  They 
have  alfo  an  emollient  or  lubrica- 
ting virtue,  on  account  of  which 
they  are  frequently  employed  in 
pectoral  decoctions,  in  preference 
to  the  purer  fweets. 

FILIPENDULA;  [£.]  filipen- 
dula  vulgaris,  an  Molon  Plinii  C.  B. 
Dropwort;  the  root.  This  plant 
grows  wild  in  fields  and  chalky 
grounds  :  the  root  confifts  of  a 
number  of  tubercles,  fattened  to- 
gether by  flender  firings  ;  their 
tafte  is  rough  and  biccerifh,  with  a 
flight  degree  of  pungency.  Thefe 
qualities  point  out  its  ufe  in  a  flac- 
cid ftate  of  the  veffels  ;  and  a  flug- 
gifhnefs  of  the  juices :  the  natural 
evaluations  are  in  fome  meafure  re^ 
ftrained  or  promoted  by  it,  where 
the  excefs  or  deficiency  proceed 
from  this  caufe.  Hence  fome  have 
recommended   it   as  an   aftrin^ent 


in  dyfenteries,  immoderate  uterine 
fluors,  &c.  others  as  a  diuretic  j 
and  others  as  an  aperient  and  de- 
obitruent  in  fcrophulous  habits. 

FILIX  MAS  ;  [£.]  filix  non 
ramo/a,  dentata,  C.  B.  Common 
male  fern. 

FILIX  FCEMINA  ;  [£.]  filix 
ramo/a  major  pinnuli,  obtufis  non 
dentatis  C.  B.  Female  fern,  or 
brakes. 

FILIX  FLORIDA  :  [£.]  filix 
ramofa  non  dentata,  fiorida  C.  B. 
Ofmund  royal,  or  the  flowering 
fern. 

The  roots  of  thefe  plants  (which 
are  the  only  part  directed  for  me- 
dicinal ufe)  have,  when  firft  chewed, 
fomewhat  of  a  fweetifh  glutinous 
tafte,  which  foon  becomes  bitter- 
ifh,  fubaftringent,  and  naufeous. 
They  are  faid  to  be  aperient  and 
anthelmintic  :  Simon  Paulli  tells  us, 
that  they  have  been  the  grand  fe- 
cret  of  fome  empirics  againft  the 
broad  kind  of  worms  called  t<snia ; 
and  that  the  dofe  is  one,  two,  or 
three  drams  of  the  powder.  The 
third  fort  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
weakeft,  and  the  fecond  the  ftrong- 
eft;  this  therefore  has  been  gene- 
rally made  choice  of;  practice  has, 
however,  at  length  expunged  them 
all. 

FCENICULUM  DULCE[L.£.] 
Sweet  fennel ;  the  feeds. 

FCENICULUM  VULGARE 
[E.'j  Common  fennel;  the  feeds, 
roots,  and  leaves. 

The  fweet  fennel  is  fmaller  in  all 
its  parts  than  the  common,  except 
the  feeds,  which  are  confiderably 
larger.  The  feeds  of  the  two  forts 
differ  likewife  in  fhape  and  colour ; 
thofe  of  the  common  are  roundifh, 
oblong,  flattifh  on  one  fide,  and 
protuberant  on  the  other,  of  a 
dark  almoft  blackifh  colour ;  thofe 
of  the  fweet  are  longer,  narrower, 
K.  not 
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not  Co  fiat,  generally  crooked,  and 
of  a  whitifh  or  pale  yellowifh  co- 
lour. Both  forts  are  cultivated  in 
our  gardens :  the  common  is  a  per- 
ennial plant  :  the  fweet  perifhes 
after  it  has  given  feed ;  nor  do  its 
feeds  come  to  fuch  perfection  in 
this  climate  as  thofe  which  we  re- 
ceive from  Germany. 

The  feeds  of  both  the  fennels 
have  an  aromatic  fmell,  and  a  mo- 
derately warm,  pungent  tafte :  thofe 
of 'the  famiculum  du}ce  are  in  flavour 
molt  agreeable,  and  have  alfo  a 
considerable  degree  of  fweetiftinefs  : 
hence  our  college  have  directed  the 
ufe  of  thefe  only.  They  are  ranked 
among  the  four  greater  hot  feeds ; 
and  not  undefervedly  looked  upon 
as  good  Stomachics  and  carmina- 
tives. The  root  is  confiderably 
lefs  warm,  but  has  more  of  a  fweet- 
i(h  tafte,  than  the  feeds :  it  is  one 
of  the  five  roots  called  openers ; 
and  has  fometimes  been  directed  in 
aperient  apozems :  Boerhaave  ob- 
ferves, that  this  root  exactly  agrees 
in  tafte,  fmell,'  and  medical  quali- 
ties, with  the  celebrated  ginfeng  of 
the  Chinefe;  and  therefore  thinks 
it  may  very  juftly  fupply  its  place. 
The  leaves  of  fennel  are  weaker 
than  either  the  roots  or  feeds,  and 
have  very  rarely  been  employed 
for  any  medicinal  ufe. 

FCENUM  GR^CUM  [L.  £.] 
fcenmn  gracum  fati<vum  C.  B.  Fce- 
nugreek  ;  the  feeds.  This  plant  is 
cultivated  chiefly  in  the  fouthem 
parts  of  France,  Germany,  and  in 
Italy;  from  whence  the  feeds  are 
brought  to  us.  They  are  of  a  yel- 
low colour,  a  rhomboidal  figure  5 
a  difagreeabje  ftrong  fmell,  and  a 
mucilaginous  tafte.  Their  princi- 
pal ufe  js  in  cataplafms,  fomenta- 
tions, and  the  like,  and  in  emol- 
lient glyfters.  They  enter  the  oleum 
e  nvjcilaginibus  of  ;he  mops ;  to 


which  they  communicate  a  consider- 
able fhare  of  their  fmell. 

FOLIUM  INDUM,  vide  Ma- 

LABATHRUM. 

FORMIOE  [JK]  Ants;  their 
bodies  and  eggs.  Thefe  infefts  are 
at  prefent  of  no  ufe  with  us  in  me* 
dicine,  though  formerly  much  ce- 
lebrated for  aphrodifiac  virtues,  and 
ftill  employed  in  the  aqua  magna- 
nimitatis  and  other  like  compofU 
tions  of  foreign  difpenfatories .  It 
is  remarkable,  that  thefe  animals 
contain  a  truly  acid  juice,  which 
they  fhed  in  fmall  drops  upon  be- 
ing irritated :  by  infufing  a  quan- 
tity of  live  and  vigorous  ants  in 
water,  an  acid  liquor  is  obtained 
nearly  as  ftrong  as  good  vinegar. 
Neuman  obferves,  that  on  diftilling 
them  either  with  water  or  pure  fpirit, 
a  clear  limpid  oil  arifes,  which  has 
fcarce  any  tafte,  or  at  leaf!  is  not 
hot  or  pungent  like  the  effential 
oils  of  vegetables. 

FRAGARIA  [E.]  fragaria  ft- 
rens  fraga  rubra  J.  B.  The  Straw- 
berry bufh  ;  its  leaves  and  fruit. 
The  leaves  are  fomewhat  ftyptic, 
and  bitterifh ;  and  hence  may  be 
of  fome  Service  in  debility  and  laxi- 
ty of  the  vifcera  ;  and  immoderate 
fecretions,  or  a  fuppreffion  of  the  na- 
tural evacuations,  depending  there- 
on :  they  are  recommended  in  has- 
morrhagies  and  fluxes ;  and  like- 
wife  as  aperients  in  fuppreffions  of 
urine,  obftru&ions  of  the  vifcera, 
in  the  jaundice,  &c.  The  fruit  is 
in  general  very  grateful  both  to  the 
palate  and  ftomach:  like  other  fruits 
of  the  dulco-acid  kind,  they  abate 
heat,  quench  thirft,  loofen  the  bel- 
ly, and  promote  urine  ;  but  do  not 
afford  much  nourishment.  Geof- 
froy  obferves,  that  the  urine  of 
thefe  who  eat  liberally  of  this  fruit, 
become? 
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becomes  impregnated  with  its  fra- 
grant fmell. 

FRANGULA,      vide    Alnus 

NIGRA. 

FRAXINELLA  [£.]  ctifiamnus 
wulgp,  five  fraxinella  C.  B.  White 
or  baftard  dittany  ;  the  root.  This 
plant  grows  wild  in  the  mountainous 
parts  of  France,  Italy,  and  Ger- 
many; from  whence  the  cortical 
part  of  the  root,  dried  and  rolled 
up  in  quills,  is  fome times  brought 
to  us.  This  is  of  a  white  colour, 
a  weak,  not  very  agreeable  fmell ; 
and  a  durable  bitter,  lightly  pun- 
gent tafte.  It  is  recommended  as 
an  alexipharmac  ;  but  not  regarded 
by  common  practice,  or  often  kept 
in  the  fhops. 

FRAXINUS  [£.]  fraxinus  ex- 
ceptor C.  B.  fraxinus  nmlgatior  J.  B. 
The  am  tree ;  its  bark  and  feeds. 
The  bark  of  this  tree  is  a  mode- 
rately ftrong  aftringent,  and  as  fuch 
has  ibmetimes  been  made  ufe  of: 
the  feeds,  which  are  fomewhat  a- 
crid,  have  been  employed  as  ape- 
rients. There  are  fo  many  other 
medicines  more  agreeable,  and  more 
efficacious  for  thefe  intentions,  that 
all  the  parts  of  the  alh  tree  have 
long  been  neglected. 

FULIGO  LIGNI  [L.  £.]  Wood 
foot.  This  concrete  is  of  a  filming 
black  colour,  a  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  an  acrid  bitter  naufeous  tafte. 
Its  chief  ufe  is  in  hyfteric  cafes,  in 
which  it  is  fometimes  exhibited  in 
conjunction  with  the  fetid  gums : 
it  gives  name  to  a  tincture  of  this 
kind  in  the  ihops.  Its  virtues  are 
extracted  both  by  watery  and  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  each  of  which,  if 
the  foot  is  of  a  good  kind,  diffolve 
about  one  fixth  of  it.  Soot  differs 
greatly  in  quality  according  to  the 
wood  it  was  produced  from  :  the 
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more  refmous  the  wood,  the  more 
the  foot  abounds  with  oily  matter. 

FUMARIA  [£.]  famaria  offict- 
narum  £ff  Diofcoridis  C.  B.  Fumi- 
tory ;  the  leaves.  This  is  a  common 
weed  in  fhady  cultivated  grounds, 
producing  fpikes  of  purplifh  flow- 
ers in  May  and  June.  It  is  very 
juicy,  of  a  bitter  tafle,  without  any 
remarkable  fmell.  The  medical 
effects  of  this  herb  are,  to  ftrengthen 
the  tone  of  the  bowels,  gently 
loofen  the  belly,  and  promote  the 
urinary  and  other  natural  fecretions. 
It  is  principally  recommended  in 
melancholic,  fcorbutic,  and  cuta- 
neous diforders ;  for  opening  ob- 
flructions  of  the  vifcera,  attenuat- 
ing, and  promoting  the  evacuation, 
of  vifcid  juices.  Frederic  Hoffman 
had  a  very  great  opinion  of  it  as  a 
purifier  of  the  blood ;  and  affures 
us,  that  in  this  intention  fcarce  any 
plant  exceeds  it.  Both  watery  and 
fpirituous  menftrua  extract  its  vir- 
tues. 

GALANGA  MINOR  [£.]  Ga- 
langal  -,  a  root,  brought  from  Chi- 
na." This  root  comes  to  us  in 
pieces  fcarce  an  inch  long,  and  not 
half  {o  thick,  full  of  joints,  with, 
feveral  circular  rings  on  the  out- 
fide  ;  of  an  aromatic  fmell,  and  a 
bitterifh,  hot,  biting  tafte.  Galan- 
gal  is  a  warm,  ftomachic  bitter : 
it  has  been  frequently  prefcribed  in 
bitter  infufions,  but  the  flavour  it 
gives  is  difagreeable ;  nor  are  the 
fpirituous  tincture  or  extract  lefs 
naufeous. 

GALBANUM  [4  £.]  the  con- 
crete juice  of  an  African  plant  of 
the  ferulaceous  kind.  This  juice 
as  brought  to  us,  is  femipellucid, 
foft,  tenacious ;  of  a  ftrong  and  to 
fome  unpleafant  fmell ;  and  a  bit- 
terifh warm  tafte  :  the  better  fort  is 
in  pale  coloured  maffes,  which,  on 
K  z  beini 
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being  opened,  appear  compofed  of    much  taken  notice  of,  by  the  pre- 
clear  white  tears.     GeofFroy  relates    fent  practice. 


that  a  dark  greenilh  oil  is  to  be  ob 
tained  from  this  fimple  by  diftilla 
tion,  which,  upon  repeated  rectifi- 
cations, becomes  of  an  elegant  Iky 
blue  colour.     The  purer  forts   of 
galbanum  are  faid  by  fome  to  dif- 


GALLIUM ;  [£.]  gallium  lute- 
um  C.  B.  Ladies  bedftraw,  or 
cheefe  rennet ;  the  herb.  This  has 
a  flight  fubfaline  tafte,  with  a  very 
faint,  not  difaoreeable  fmell :    the 


folve  entirely  in  wine,  \rinegar  or   juice  changes  blue  vegetable  infu- 


water ;  but  thefe  liquors  are  only 
partial  menftrua  with  regard  to  this 
juice  ;  nor  do  fpirit  of  wine,  or  oil, 
prove  more  effectual  in  this  re- 
fpeft :  the  belt  diflblvent  is  a  mix- 
ture of  two  parts  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  one  of  water.  Galbanum  a- 
grees  in  virtue  with  gum  ammonia- 
cum ;  but  is  generally  accounted 
lefs  efficacious  in  afthmas,  and  more 
fo  in  hyfterical  complaints. 

GALEGA  [i?.]  galega  'vulgaris 
Jloribus  asruleis  C.  B.  Goats  rue ; 
the  herb.  This  is  celebrated  as  an 
alexipharmac  ;  but  its  fenfible  qua- 
lities difcover  no  foundation  for 
any  virtues  of  this  kind :  the  tafte 
is  merely  leguminous ;  and  in  Italy 
(where  it  grows  wild)  it  is  faid  to 
be  frequently  ufed  as  food. 

GALL^  ;  [L.  E.~]  galls.  Thefe 
are  excrefcences  found,  in  the 
warmer  countries,  upon  the  oak 
tree :  they  are  produced  by  a  kind 
of  infeft  (which  wounds  the  young 
buds  or  branches)  and  afterwards 
ferve  as  a  lodgment  for  its  eggs  : 
the  animal  within  the  gall,  eats  its 
way  through ;  thofe  which  have  no 
hole  are  found  to  have  the  infeft 
remaining  in  them.  The  beft  galls 
come  from  Aleppo  :  thefe  are  not 
quite  round  and  fmooth,  like  the 
other  forts,  and  have  feveral  tuber- 
cles on  the  furface.  Galls  have  a 
very  auftere  ftyptic  tafte,  without 
any  fmell :  they  are  very  ftrong 
aftringents,  and  as  fuch  have  been 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  both  inter- 
nally and  externally,  but  are  not 


fions  of  a  reddifti  colour,  and  coa- 
gulates milk,  and  thus  difcovers 
fome  marks,  of  acidity.  It  ftands 
recommended  as  a  mild  ftyptic  j 
but  has  never  been  much  in  ufe. 

GAMBOGIA ;  [L.  E.]  Gam- 
boge; afolid  concrete  juice,  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  large  cakes 
or  rolls.  The  beft  fort  is  of  a  deep 
yellow  or  orange  colour,  breaks 
fhining  and  free  from  drofs  :  it  has 
no  fmell,  and  very  little  tafte,  un- 
lefs  kept  in  the  mouth  for  fome 
time,  when  it  imprefles  a  flight 
fenfe  of  acrimony.  It  immediately 
communicates  to  fpirit  of  wine  a 
bright  golden  colour,  and  almoft 
entirely  diflblves  in  it,  GeofFroy 
fays,  except  the  fixth  part :  alcaline 
falts  enable  water  to  aft  upon  this 
fubftance  powerfully  as  a  men- 
ftruum  :  the  folution  made  by  their 
means  is  fomewhat  tranfparent,  of 
a  deep  blood  colour,  and  pafles 
the  filtre :  the  dulcified  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac  readily  and  entirely  dif- 
folves  it,  and  takes  up  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  ;  and  what  is  pretty 
remarkable,  this  folution  mixes  ei- 
ther with  water  or  fpirit,  without 
growing  turbid.  Gamboge  eva- 
cuates powerfully  both  upwards  and 
downwards  :  Hoffman  and  fome 
others  condemn  it  as  afting  with 
too  great  violence,  and  occafioning 
dangerous  hypercatharfes  ;  whilft 
others  are  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
GeofFroy  feems  particularly  fond  of 
this  medicine,  and  informs  us,  that 
he  has  frequently  given  it,  from 
two  to  four  grains ,  without  its 
pi  ^v'ing. 
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proving  at  all  emetic ;  that  from 
four  to  eight  grains,  it  both  vomits 
and  purges,  without  violence  ;  that 
its  operation  is  ibon  over  ;  and  that 
if  exhibited  in  a  liquid  form,  and 
fufficiently  diluted,  it  ftands  not  in 
need  of  any  corrector  ;  that  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus  or  pill,  it  is  moll 
apt  to  prove  emetic,  but  very  rare- 
ly has  this  erre£t  if  joined  along 
with  mercurius  dukis.  He  never- 
the'efs  cautions  againft  its  ufe  where 
the  patient  cannot  eafily  bear  vo- 
miting. 

GENISTA  [£.]  cytifo-gcmfta 
fcoparia  'vulgaris  fore  luteo  Tourn. 
Broom ;  the  leaves,  flowers,  and 
feeds.  The  leaves  of  this  fhrub 
have  a  naufeous  bitter  tafce :  they 
are  faid  to  purge  both  by  ftool  and 
urine,  and  henceftandrecommended 
in  hydropic  cafes.  The  flowers 
are  3lfo  faid  to  prove  cathartic  in 
decoclion,  and  emetic  in  fubftance, 
though  in  fome  places,  as  Lobel  in- 
forms us,  they  are  commonly  ufed, 
and  in  large  quantity,  in  falads, 
without  producing  any  effecT:  of  this 
kind.  The  qualities  of  the  feeds 
are  little  better  determined  :  fome 
report,  that  they  purge  almoft  as 
ftrongly  as  hellebore,  in  the  dofe 
of  a  dram  and  half ;  whilft  the  au- 
thor above-mentioned  relates  that 
he  has  given  a  decoclion  of  two 
ounces  of  them  as  a  gentle  emetic. 

GENTIANA  ;  [L.  E.]  genttana 
major  lutea  C.  B.  Gentian  ;  the 
root.  This  plant  is  found  wild  in 
fome  parts  of  England :  but  the 
dried  roots  are  moll  commonly 
brought  from  Germany,  &x.  they 
Ihould  be  chofen  frefh,  and  of  a 
yellow  or  bright  gold  colour  within. 
This  root  is  a  ftrong  bitter,  and  as 
fuch,  very  frequently  made  ufe  of 
in  practice :  in  tafte  it  is  lefs  ex- 
ceptionable than  moft  of  the  other 
fubilances  of  this  clafs ;  infufions  of 
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it,  flavoured  with  orange  peel,  are 
fufiiciently  grateful.  It  is  the  ca- 
pital ingredient  in  the  bitter  wine, 
tincture,  and  infufion  of  the  fhops. 
A  poifonous  root  has  been  lately 
difcovered  among  fome  of  the  Gen- 
tian brought  to  London;  the  ufe 
of  which  occafioned  violent  difor- 
ders,  and  fometimes  death.  This 
is  eafily  diflinguifhable  by  its  being 
internally  of  a  white  colour,  and 
void  of  bitternefs.  This  poifonous 
Ample  feems  to  be  the  root  of  the 
Tbora  Valdenfis  of  Ray,  the  aconi- 
tuni  primum  pardalianches  of  Gef- 
ner ;  a  plant  which  Lobel  informs 
us  the  inhabitants  of  fome  parts  of 
the  Alps  ufed  formerly  to  empoifon 
darts  with. 

GERANIUM  BATRACHOI- 
DES;  [£.]  Crowfoot  cranelbill ; 
the  leaves: 

GERANIUM  ROBERTIA- 
NUM  ;  [£.]  Herb  Robert ;  the 
leaves. 

Thefe  plants  are  found  wild,  the 
firft  in  hedges,  the  fecond  in  moift 
meadows.  The  leaves  have  an 
herbaceous  auftere  tafte,  and  have 
hence  been  recommended  as  aftrin- 
gents. 

GITH,  vide  Nigella. 

GLASTUM;  [£.]  ifatis  fati<va 
<vel  latifolia  C.  B.  Woad  ;  the 
leaves.  This  plant  is  cultivated 
for  the  ufe  of  the  dyers ;  but  is  ne- 
ver employed  for  any  medicinal 
purpofes.  The  virtues  attributed 
to  it  are  thofe  of  an  aftringent. 

GLADIOLUS  LUTEUS  [I.] 
iris  palujiris  lutea,  Jive  acorus  adul- 
terinus  J.  B.  jfcorus  vulgaris  pharm. 
duguft.  et  Wirt.  Yellow  water- 
flag,  baftard  acorus,  or  water  flow- 
er-de-luce ;  the  roots.  This  grows 
common  by  the  brinks  of  rivers 
and  in  other  watery  places.  The 
£  3  root 
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root  has  a  very  acrid  tafle,  and 
proves  when  frefh,  a  ilrong  ca- 
thartic :  its  exprelfed  juice,  given 
to  the  quantity  of  eighty  drops 
every  hour  or  two,  and  occafion- 
ally  increafed,  has  occafioned  a 
moil  plentiful  evacuation,  after  ja- 
lap, gamboge,  &c.  had  proved  in- 
effectual. (See  the  Edinburgh  ef- 
fays,  vol.  v.  art.  8.  abridg.  vol.  i. 
page  202.)  Bydrying,  itlofesgreat 
part  of  its  acrimony  and  purgative 
virtue.  The  pufois  ari  of  our  dif- 
penfatory,  contains  about  one  fifth 
of  the  dry  root  ;  the  Edinburgh 
ufes  in  its  place  the  acorns  merus  or 
calamus  aromaticus. 

GLYCYRRHIZA;  {L.E^gly- 
cyrrbi%a  Jiliquofa  <ve/  Germanica  C. 
B      Liquorice ;  the  root.     This  is 
produced  plentifully  in  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe :  that  which  is  the 
growth  of  our  own  is  preferable  to 
fuch   as  comes  from  abroad ;  this 
lafl  being  generally  mouldy,  which 
this  root  is  very  apt  to  become  un- 
Icfs  kept  in  a  dry  place.     The  pow- 
der of  liquorice  ujfuaily  fold  is  often 
mingled  with  flower,    and  I   fear 
too  often  with  fubflances  not  quite 
io  wholefome  :  the  beil  fort  is  of  a 
brownifh  yellow   colour    (the   fine 
•  pale  yellow  being  generally  fophif- 
ticate'd)   and  of  a  very   rich  fweet 
tafia,    muck  more    agreeable   than 
that  of  the  Frefh  root.     Liquorice 
is  aimofl  the  only  fweet  that  quench- 
es thirfl ;  whence  it  was  called  by 
the   Greeks  adipfon :     Galen  takes 
.notice,  that  it  was  employed  in  this 
[intention  in  hydropic  cafes,  to  pre- 
vent the  neceffity  of  drinking.     Mr. 
Fuller,    in   his   medhina  ojmtiajtica, 
recommends   this    root    as    a   very 
ufeful  pectoral,    and  fays  it  excel- 
lent!)' /often:  acrimonious  humours, 
at   the   fame    time   that  it   proves 
'gently  detergent  :  and  this  account 
n  .nteu  by  experience. 


GRAMEN  CANINUM;  [£.] 
gramen  canlnum  ar-venfe,  Jive  gra- 
mm  Diof cordis  C.  B.  Quick-grafs ; 
the  roots.  Grafs  roots  have  a  fweet 
roughifh  tafle.  They,  are  princi- 
pally recommended  in  aperient 
fpring  drinks,  for  what  is  called 
puryfying  andfweeteningthe  blood. 

GRANA  PARADISX  [£.]  car- 
damomum  majus  femine  piperato  Geof- 
froii.  Grains  of  paradife  ;  a  fruit, 
brought  from  the  eafl  Indies.  This 
fruit  is  about  the  fize  of  a  fig,  di- 
vided internally  into  three  cells,  in 
each  of  which  are  contained  two 
rows  of  fmall  feeds  like  cardamoms. 
Thefe  feeds  are  fomewhat  more 
grateful,  and  confiderably  more 
pungent,  than  the  common  carda- 
moms, approaching  in  this  refpecl: 
to  pepper,  with  which  they  agree 
alfo  in  their  pharmaceutical  proper- 
ties ;  their  pungency  refiding,  not 
in  the  diftilled  oil  as  that  of  carda- 
mom feeds  does,  but  in  the  refill 
extracted  by  fpirit  of  wine. 

GRAN  ATA  MALUS  ;  [£.] 
mains  punka  faii-va  C.  B.  Pome- 
granate tree  ;  the  fruit,  and  its 
rind  [Z.]  called  malkorium.  This, 
tree  is  fometimes  met  with  in  our 
gardens,  but  the  fruit,  for  which  it 
is  chiefly  valued,  rarely  comes  to 
fuch  perfection  as  in  the  warmer 
climates.  This  fruit  has  the  gene- 
ral qualities  of  the  other  fweet  fum- 
mer  fruits,  allaying  heat,  quench- 
ing thirft,  and  gently  loofening  the 
belly.  The  rind  is  a  ilrong  ailrin- 
gent,  and  as  inch  is  occafionally 
made  ufe  of. 

GRATIOLA  ;  [£.]  gratiola  an- 

iauricides  C.  B.  Hedge  hyflbp; 
the  leaves.  This  is  a  fmall  plant, 
met  with,  among  us,  only  in  gar- 
dens. The  leaves  have  a  very  bit- 
ter, difagreeable  tafte  :   an  infufion 
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of  a  handful  of  them  when  frefh,  or 
a  dram  when  dried,  is  faid  to  ope- 
rate ftrongly  as  a  cathartic,  greatly 
difordering  the  conftitution.  Kra- 
mer reports  (Tentam.  botanic,  p.  18.) 
that  he  has  found  the  root  of  this 
plant  a  medicine  fimilar  in  virtue  to 
ipecacoanha. 

GUAIACUM  ;     [L.  E.]  guaia- 
cum Amerlcanum  primum  fruftu  ace- 
ris,    Jit'e    legit  imam    Breyn.     pro  dr. 
Guaiacum,  a  tree  growing  in  the 
warmer  parts  of  the  Spanifh  Weft 
Indies  ;  its  wood,  bark,  and  refin 
called  gum  guaiacum.     The  wood 
is  very  ponderous,    of  a  clofe  com- 
pact texture  ;    the  outer  part  is  of  a 
yellow  colour,  the  heart  of  a  deep 
blackiui  green,  or  variegated  with 
black,  green,  pale,  and  brown  co- 
lours :    the  bark  is  thin,    fmooth, 
externally  of  a  dark  greyiih  hue : 
both  have  a  lightly  aromatic,  bit- 
terifh,  pungent  tafte ;    the  bark  is 
moft   acrid   and    ungrateful.     The 
refin  (which  exudes  from  incifions 
made  in  the  trunk  of  the  tree)  is 
brought  to  us  in  irregular  maifes, 
ufually  friable,  of  a  dulky  greenifh, 
and  iometimes   of  a  reddifli  caft, 
with   pieces   of  the   wood  among 
them  :  its  tafle   is  more  acrid  and 
pungent  than  that  of  the  wood  or 
bark.  Their  general  virtues  are.  thofe 
of  a  warm,    ftimulating  medicine  : 
they  ftrengthen  the  ftomach  and  o- 
ther  vifcera ;  and  remarkably  pro- 
mote the  urinary  and  cuticular  dif- 
charge  :  hence  in   fcorbutic,  cuta- 
neous, and  other  diforders  proceed- 
ing from  obftruftions  of  the  excre- 
tory glands,  and  where  fluggifh  fe- 
rous    humours    abound,     they  are 
eminently  ufeful :  rheumatic  and  o- 
ther  pains  have  often  been  relieved 
by  them.     The  refin   is    the  moft 
a£live  of  thefe  drugs  ;  and  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  others  depends  upon  the 
quantity  of  this  part  contained  in 
them:   the  refin  is  extracted  from 


the  wood  in  part  by  watery  liquors, 
but  much  more  perfectly  by  fpiri- 
tuous  ones ;  the  latter  elevate  no- 
thing in  diftillation  ;  with  the  for- 
mer a  ponderous  eflential  oil  arifes, 
poffeffing  the  odour  and  flavour  of 
the  guaiacum  :  hence  the  watery 
extract  of  this  wood,  kept  in  the 
{hops,  proves  not  only  lefs  in  quan- 
tity, but  confiderably  weaker  than 
one  made  with  fpirit.  This  laft 
extract  is  of  the  fame  quality  with 
the  native  refin,  and  differs  from 
that  brought  to  us  only  in  being 
purer. 

GUMMI     AMMONlACUM, 
vide  Ammoniacum. 

GUMMI  ARABICUM ;  [L.  £.] 
gum  Arabic  j  a  concrete  gum,  ex- 
uding from  the  Egyptian  acacia 
tree.  This  is  brought  to  us  from 
Turkey,  in  fmall  irregular  maffes 
or  firings,  of  a  pale  yellowifh  co- 
lour. The  true  gum  arabic  is 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  (hops  ; 
gum  fenega  or  fenica,  which  comes 
from  the  coafts  of  Guinea,  being 
ufually  fold  for  it :  this  greatly  re- 
fembles  the  other,  and  perhaps,  as 
Dale  conjectures,  'exudes  from  a 
tree  of  the  fame  kind  :  it  is  gene- 
rally in  large  pieces,  rough  on  the 
outiide ;  and  in  thefe  circumftances 
poffibly  confifts  the  only  difference 
betwixt  the  two  ;  although  the  for- 
mer is  held  to  be  the  purer  and  finer 
gum,  and  therefore  preferred  for 
medicine ;  and  the  latter,  the  ftrong- 
eft,  moft  fubftantial,  and  cheapeft, 
and  confequently  more  employed 
for  mechanic  ufes.  The  virtues  of 
this  gum  are  the  fame  with  thofe 
of  gummy  and  mucilaginous  fub- 
ftances  in  general :  it  is  given,  from 
a  fcruple  to  two  drams,  in  hoarfe- 
neffes,  a  thin  acrimonious  ftate  of 
the  juices,  and  where  the  natural 
mucus  of  the  interlines  is  abraded. 
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GUMMI  CERASORUM  [£.] 
Cherry-tree  gurri.  There  is  not 
any  medical  difference  betwixt  this 
and  the  preceding.  Some  have 
fuppofed  that  all  the  gum  brought 
to  us  from  the  Eaft,  under  the 
name  of  Arabic,  is  no  other  than 
the  gum  of  cherry,  plum,  and 
other  trees  common  among  our- 
felves.  This  opinion  is  neverthe- 
lefs  erroneous ;  for  thefe  trees,  as 
Geoffroy  obferves,  do  not  grow  in 
the  countries  from  whence  gum  Ara- 
bic is  brought ;  whilft  the  acacia 
are  very  common  there. 

GUMMI  ELEMI,  videELEMi. 

GUMMI  TRAGACANTHiE 
\L.  E.~\  The  gum  of  the  tragacanth, 
a  thorny  bum  growing  in  Crete, 
Afia,  and  Greece.  This  gum  is 
of  a  much  ftronger  body  than 
either  of  the  foregoing,  and  does 
not  fo  perfectly  dhTolve  in  water. 
A  dram  will  give  a  pint  of  water 
the  confidence  of  a  fyrup,  which 
a  whole  ounce  of  gum  Arabic  is 
fcarce  fufHcient  to  do.  Hence  its 
life  for  forming  troches,  and  the 
like  purpofes,  in  preference  to  the 
other  gums. 

GUTTAGAMBA,  videGAM- 

BOGIA. 

HEMATITES  lapis  [L.  E.] 
Bloodftone.  This  is  an  elegant 
iron  ore,  extremely  hard,  of  a 
dark  reddiih  or  yellowifh  colour  :  it 
is  found  either  along  with  other 
ores  of  iron,  or  in  diftinci  mines 
by  ltfelf.  With  regard  to  its  me- 
dical virtues,  we  conceive  they  do 
not  vary  from  thofe  experienced 
from  ruft,  and  the  common  croci 
of  iron,  notwithstanding  the  extra- 
.  ordinary  opinion  which  many,  even 
of  the  late  praftitioners,  have  en- 
tertained of  it ;  as  of  its  curing 
ulcers  of  the  lung=,  which  Geof- 
froy fays  the  kematitej  dries  and 
hcais. 


HEDERA    ARBOREA    [£.] 
hedera  communis   major   Raii.     Ivy ; 
the  leaves,  berries,  and  refin  called 
gum  hederae.     This  is  a  climbing 
fhrubby  plant,    growing  common- 
ly from  the  truncs  of  trees,  or  on 
old  walls.     The  leaves  have  very 
rarely    been    exhibited    internally, 
notwithftanding   they    are    recom- 
mended   (in  the  Epbem.   natur.  cu- 
rio/, vol.  ii.  obf.  120.)    againft  the 
atrophy  of  children  :  their  tafte  is 
naufeous,  acrid,  and  bitter.    Exter- 
nally they  have  fometimes  been  em- 
ployed for  drying  and  healing  icho- 
rous fores,  and  likewife  for  keep- 
ing iflues  open.     The  berries  were 
fuppofed  by  the  ancients  to  have  a 
purgative  and  emetic  quality :  later 
writers    have   recommended  them 
in  fmall  dofes,  as  diaphoretics  and 
alexipharmacs  ;  and  Mr  Boyle  tells 
us,  that  in  the  London  plague  the 
powder  of  them  was  given   with 
vinegar,    with  good  fuccefs,    as  a 
fudorific  :  we  apprehend  that  the 
virtue  of  the  compcfition  was  ra- 
ther owing  to  the  vinegar  than  to 
the  powder.     The  refm  was  rank- 
ed by  the  ancients  (if  their  Sditpvov 
7s  xiroS,    was  the  fame  with  our 
gummi  hederes)  among  the  depilato- 
ries ;    from  this  clafs,  which  it  cer- 
tainly had  no  title  to,  it  has  fmce 
been  removed  to  that  of  congluti- 
naters  of  wounds,  to  which  it  has 
no  very  juft  one. 

HEDERA  TERRESTRIS  [L.E.] 
hedera  terrejiris  'vulgaris,  C.  B. 
Ground-ivy  ;  the  leaves.  Ground- 
ivy  is  a  low  plant,  frequent  in 
hedges  and  fhady  places.  It  has 
an  aromatic,  though  not  very  a- 
greeable  fmell  j  and  a  quick,  bit- 
terifh,  warm  tafte.  This  herb  is 
an  ufeful  corroborant,  aperient, 
and  detergent ;  and  hence  ftands 
recom- 
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recommended  againfi:  laxity,  debi- 
lity, and  obftruclions  ofthevifcera  : 
fome  have  had  a  great  opinion  of  it 
for  cleanfing  and  healing  ulcers  of 
the  internal  parts,  even  of  the  lungs ; 
and  for  purifying  the  blood.  It  is 
cuftomary  to  infuie  the  dried  leaves 
in  malt  liquors  (under  the  name  of 
gill-ale)  which  it  readily  commu- 
nicates its  virtue  to,  and  likewife 
helps  to  fine  them  down  :  fcarce 
any  other  herb  has  this  erFecl:  more 
remarkable  than  ground-ivy. 

HELENIUM,     vide     Enula 

CAMPANA. 

HELLEBORUS  ALBUSfZ.  £.] 
helleborns  alius  Acre  fub-viridi,  C.  B. 
White  hellebore ;  the  root.  This 
plant  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  Swif- 
ferland,  and  the  mountainous  parts 
of  Germany.  The  root  has  a  nau- 
feous,  bitterilh,  acrid  tafte,  burn- 
ing the  mouth  and  fauces  :  wound- 
ed when  freih,  it  emits  an  extreme- 
ly acrimonious  juice,  which  mix- 
ed with  the  blood,  even  by  a 
flight  wound,  is  faid  to  prove  mor- 
tal :  the  powder  of  the  dry  root, 
applied  to  an  iffue,  occafions  vio- 
lent purging  :  fnuffed  up  the  nofe, 
it  proves  a  ftrong,  but  not  always 
a  fafe  fternutatory.  This  root, 
taken  internally,  a&s  with  extreme 
violence  as  an  emetic,  and  has 
been  obferved,  even  in  a  fmall 
dofe,  to  occafion  convulfions,  and 
other  terrible  diforders.  The  an- 
cients fometimes  employed  it  in 
very  obftinate  cafes,  but  always 
made  this  their  lafl  refort.  Modern 
practice  feems  to  have  almofr.  en- 
tirely rejected  its  internal  ufe,  tho' 
I  am  informed  that  {©me  have  late- 
ly ventured  upon  fo  large  a  dofe  as 
a  fcruple,  in  maniacal  cafes,  and 
found  good  effects  from  it  after 
the  Uronger  antimonial  prepara- 
tions had  been  given  in  vain. 

HELLEBORUS  NIGER  [£.  £.] 
belleborus  niger   Jlore  ro/eo,    C.    B. 
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Black  hellebore  ;  the  roots.  This 
grows  wild  in  the  mountainous 
parts  of  SwifTerland,  Auftria,  and 
Stiria  :  the  earlinefs  of  its  flowers, 
which  fometimes  appear  in  the 
latter  end  of  December,  has  gained 
it  a  place  in  our  gardens. 

In  fome  parts  of  Germany,  a 
fpecies  of  black  hellebore  has  been 
made  ufe  of,  which  not  unfrequent- 
ly  produced  violent,  and  fometimes 
deleterious  effects  :  this  the  Wir- 
temberg  college  particularly  cau- 
tion againft,  though  without  men- 
tioning any  marks  by  which  it  may 
be  diflinguifhed,  or  even  giving 
the  precife  name  of  the  plant.  It 
appears  to  be  the  fetid  black  helle- 
bore of  C.  B.  called  in  England, 
where  it  grows  wild,  fetterwort, 
fettlewort,  or  baftard  hellebore : 
the  roots  of  this  may  be  diftinguilh- 
ed from  the  officinal  fort  by  their 
being  lefs  black.  The  roots  of 
the  poifonous  aconites  refemble  in 
appearance  thofe  of  the  black  helle- 
bore ;  and  in  the  Breflaw  collec- 
tions we  find  fome  inftances  of  fa- 
tal effects  occafioned  by  miftaking 
the  former  for  the  latter :  thefe  al- 
fo  are  happily  difcoverable  by  their 
colour  ;  the  aconitum  being  lighter 
coloured  than  even  the  paleli  of 
the  black  hellebores.  The  faculty 
of  Paris,  by  allowing  the  ufe  of  one 
of  the  paler  hellebores  (the  green- 
flowered,  which  grows  t  wild  in 
England,  and  is  called  by  our  far- 
riers, peg-root)  have  in  fome  mea- 
fure  deprived  the  fhops  of  the  be- 
nefit of  this  criterion  :  but  our  col- 
lege have  diredted  the  darken  co- 
loured of  all  the  roots  of  this  clafs. 
Since  therefore  the  two  noxious 
roots  which  the  buyer  is  raoft  apt 
to  miftake  for  this,  are  diftinguifh- 
able  from  it  by  their  colour,  but 
have  no  other  external  mark  by 
which  they  may  be  with  certainty 
known;  particular  regard  ought 
to   be  had  to    this  circumftance ; 

only 
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only  the  deepeft  black  being  cho- 
fen,  and  all  the  paler  roots  reject- 
ed. 

The  tafte  of  hellebore  is  acrid 
and  bitter.     Its  acrimony,  as  Dr. 
Grew  obferves,  is  firit  felt  on  the 
tip  of  the  tongue,  and  then  fpreads 
immediately  to  the  middle,  with- 
out being  much  perceived  on  the 
intermediate  part :    on  chewing  it 
for    a    few    minutes,     the    tongue 
feems  benumbed,  and  affected  with 
a  kind  of  paralytic  ftupor,  as  when 
burnt  by  eating  any  thing  too  hot : 
the    fibres   are    more   acrimonious 
than  the  head  of  the  root  which 
they  iffue  from.     Black  hellebore 
is  a  powerful  and  vehement  cathar- 
tic ;  and  as  fuch  has  been  celebrat- 
ed for  the  cure  of  maniacal,  and 
other   diforders,     proceeding  from 
what  the  ancients  called  atra  hilts : 
but  it  is  now  feldom  made  ufe  of 
in   thefe   intentions  j    practitioners 
having   introduced,     in   its    place, 
fome  other  fubftances,  no  lefs  effi- 
cacious,  though  perhaps  more  fafe. 
It  does  not  however  appear,  that 
our  black   hellebore    acts   with  fo 
much  violence  as  that  of  the   an- 
cients :   whence  many  have  fuppof- 
ed  it  to   be   a  different  plant :  and 
indeed  the  descriptions   which  the 
ancients  have  left  us  of  their  helle- 
bore, do  not  agree  to  any  of  the 
forts  ufually  taken  notice  of  by  mo- 
dern -  botanifls.      Another    fpecies 
has  been  difcovered  in  the  eaflern 
countries,     which   Tournefort    di- 
ftinguifhes  by  the  name  of  helkbo- 
rus  niger  orientalis,  amplijfmo  folio ; 
caule    pr^ealto,    fore     purpurafceute, 
and  fuppofes  to  be  the  true  ancient 
hellebore,     from    its     growing  in 
plenty  about  mount  Olympus,  and 
in  the  ifland  Anticyra,    celebrated 
of  old  for   the  production  of  this 
antimaniacal  drug  :  he  relates,  that 
a  fcruple  of  this   fort,  given  for  a 
dofe,    occafonedconvnHions.     Our 
hellebore  is  at  prefcut  looked  upon 
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principally  as  an  alterative,  and  in 
this  light  is  frequently  employed, 
in  fmall   dofes,  for  attenuating  vif- 
cid  humours,    promoting  the   ute- 
rine  and   urinary  difcharges,    and 
opening  inveterate  obflruftions    of 
the  remoter  glands :  it  often  proves 
a  very  powerful  emmenagogue  in 
plethoric  habits,  where  flee  I  is  inef- 
fectual or  improper.      An    extract 
made  from  this  root  with  water,  is 
one  of  the  mildeft,  and  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  cathartic  the  mofl  effec- 
tual preparation  of  it ;  this  operates 
fufficiently,      without     occafioning 
the  irritation  which   the  pure  re  fin 
is   accompanied   with.     A   tincture 
drawn  with   proof  fpirit,    contains 
the  whole  virtue  of  the  hellebore, 
and  feems  to  be  one  of  the  bell  pre- 
parations of  it  when  defigned  for 
an   alterative  :    this    tincture,    and 
the  extract,  are  kept  in  the  fliops. 
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XINE,      vide     Parieta- 


HEPATICA  NOEILIS  [£.] 
ranunculus  t?identatus  <vernus,  fore 
Jimplici  cteruleo  Tourn.  Noble  liver- 
wort ;  the  leaves.  This  has  a  place 
in  our  gardens  on  account  of  the 
beauty  and  early  appearance  of  its 
flowers.  It  is  a  cooling,  gently 
reilringent  herb  ;  and  hence  recom- 
mended in  a  lax  ftate  of  the  fibres 
as  a  corroborant. 

HEPATICA  TERRESTRIS, 
vide  Lichen. 

HERBA  PARIS  [£.]  folanum 
quadrifolium  bacciferuvi  C.  B.  Herb 
Paris,  truelove,  or  one  berry ;  the 
leaves  and  fruit.  This  is  a  low 
plant  growing  wild  in  ihady  woods. 
It  is  faid,  but  on  no  good  grounds, 
to  be  alexipharmac.  Geiher  re- 
lates, that  its  juice  has  killed  poul- 
try ;  and  its  fmell  and  tafte  mani- 
festly agree  with  thofe  of  the  more 
virulent  narcotic  herbs. 

HER- 
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HERMODACTYLUS  [£.]  Her- 
moda&il  ;  a  root  brought  from 
Turkey.  It  is  of  the  fhape  of  a 
heart  flatted,  of  a  white  colour, 
compact,  yet  eaiy  to  cut  or  pow- 
der ;  of  a  vifcous  fweetifh  taite, 
with  a  light  degree  of  acrimony. 
Hermodacfils  were  of  great  repute 
among  the  ancients  as  a  cathartic  ; 
but  thofe  we  now  meet  with  in  the 
ihops  have  very  little  purgative  vir- 
tue :  Neuman  declares  he  never 
found  them  have  any  effecl;  at  all. 

HERNIARIA  [X]  polygonum 
minus  finje  tnillegrana  major  glabra 
C.  B.  Rupture  wort;  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  low  herb,  growing  wild 
in  fandy  and  gravelly  grounds.  It 
is  a  very  mild  reftringent,  and  may, 
in  fome  degree,  be  ferviceable  in 
diforders  proceeding  from  a  weak 
flaccid  ftate  of  the  vifcera ;  the  vir- 
tue which  it  has  been  moft  cele- 
brated for,  it  has  little  title  to,  that 
of  curing  hernias. 

HIPPOGLOSSUM  [£.]  rufcus 
angufiifolius,  fruclu  folio  innafcente 
Toum.  Double  tongue  ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  met  with  only  in  gardens, 
where  plants  are  cultivated  for  cu- 
riofity.  It  has  rarely  been  taken 
notice  of  by  medicinal  writers. 

HIPPOSELINUM  [£.]  hipp- 
felinum  Theophrajli,  <vel  Smyrnium 
Diofcoridis  C.  B.  Alexanders ;  the 
leaves,  roots,  and  feeds.  This  is 
an  umbelliferous  plant,  differing 
from  the  others  of"  that  clafs,  in 
bearing  a  large  tumid  black  feed  : 
it  grows  by  the  fea  fide,  upon 
rocks.  In  medical  qualities  it 
agrees  with  apium  (fmallage)  ex- 
cept that  the  hippofelinum  is  fome- 
what  fbronger. 

HIRUNDINARIA,   vide  Vin- 

CETOXICUM. 
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HORDEUM  [£.]  HORDEUM 
DISTICHUM  [£.]  hordeum  dif- 
ticbon,  quod  /pica  binds  orduies  ha- 
heat  Plinio  C.  B.  Common  bar- 
ley, 

HORDEUM  GALLICUM  five 
MUNDATUM.  French  barley ; 
or  the  common  barley  freed  from 
the  fhell. 

HORDEUM  PERLATUM  dic- 
tum \L.~\  Pearl  barley  ,•  prepared 
in  Germany  and  Holland,  by  grind- 
ing the  (helled  barley  into  little 
round  granules,  which  appear  of  a 
kind  of  pearly  whitenefs. 

Barley,  in  its  feveral  dates,  is 
more  cooling,  lefs  glutinous,  and 
lefs  nutritious  than  wheat  or  oats : 
among  the  ancients,  decodions  of 
it  were  the  principal  aliment,  and 
medicine,  in  acute  difeafes. 

HORMINUM  SATIVUM  [£.] 
Garden  clary  ;  the  leaves  and 
feeds.  Thefehaveawarm,  bitterifh 
pungent  tafte;  and  a  ftrong,  not 
very  agreeable  fmell :  the  touch 
difcovers  in  the  leaves  a  large  quan- 
tity of  glutinous  or  refinous  matter.- 
They  are  principally  recommend- 
ed in  the  fluor  albus,  and  other  fe- 
male weakneffes,  in  hyfteric  dif- 
orders, and  in  flatulent  colics. 

HYDRARGYRUS,    vide  Ar- 

CENTUM   VIVUM. 

HYOSCYAMUS  ALBUS  [E.~\ 
byofcyamus  albus  major  *vel  tcrtius 
Diofcoridis,  et  quartus  Plinii  C.  B. 
White  henbane ;  the  feeds  :  this  is 
met  with  only  in  botanic  gardens. 

HYOSCYAMUS  NIGER  [E.J, 
byofcyamus  ^vulgaris  'bel  iriger  C.  B. 
The  common  wild,  or  black  hen- 
bane ;  the  leaves. 

Thefe  plants  (land  recommended 
for  fundry  external  purpofes,  and 
by  fome  likewife  internally  againft 
dyfenteries  and  hs;morrhagies :  but 

there 
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there  are  fo  many  examples  of 
their  pernicious  effects,  that  com- 
mon practice  has  very  defervedly  re- 
jected them.  They  are  ftrong  and 
virulent  narcotics,  greatly  diibrder 
the  fenfes,  occafioning  deliria  and 
inadnefs,  either  deadly,  or  of  long 
duration.  Haller  fells'  us  of  one 
who  eat  of  all  the  poifons  of  the 
f  hyfc  garden,  the  napejli,  apocyna, 
Bella  donna,  without  injury,  but 
was  rnaftered  by  this ;  that  after  its 
common  effects  as  a  narcotic  had 
abated,  a  paralyils  of  one  of  the 
legs  remained  ;  and  that  Boerhaave 
itad  his  fenfes  difordered  by  only 
making  a  planter  from  this  plant. 
There  are  other  examples  alfo,  tho' 
from  lefs  unexceptionable  authori- 
ties, of  henbane  proving  narcotic, 
though  none  of  it  was  received  in- 
to the  body. 

HYPERICUM  [L.  £.]  by-peri- 
cum  HJtilgare,  C.  B.  St,  John's 
wort ;  the  leaves,  flowers,  and 
feeds.  This  grows  wild  in  woods 
and  uncultivated  places  throughout 
England.  Its  ta'fie  is  rough  and 
hitterifh;  the  fmell  difagreeable. 
Hypericum  has  long  been  cele- 
brated as  a  corroborant,  diuretic, 
and  vulnerary  j  but  more  particu- 
larly in  hyfferical  and  maniacal  dif- 
orders  :  it  has  been  reckoned  of 
fuch  efficacy  in  thefe  laft,  as  tohave 
thence  received  the  name  of  fuga 
deemonum.  It  is  obfervable,  that  the 
flowery  tops  tinge  expreffed  oils  of 
a  red  colour  (which  very  few  ve- 
getable fubftances  will  do)  and 
communicate  a  blood  red  to  rec- 
tified fpirit.  The  oil  tinged  by 
them  is  kept  in  the  fhops. 

HYPOCISTIS  [L.  £.]  bypocif- 
fts  fub  dp,  C.  B.  A  flefhy  pro- 
duction, growing  in  the  warmer 
climates  from  the  roots  of  diffe- 
rent kinds  of  cifti ;  its  infpifi'ated 
juice.     This  juice  is  an aftringent, 


fimilar  to  acacia,  but  fomewhat 
ftronger.  At  prefent  it  is  fcarce 
otherwife  made  ufe  of,  than  as  an 
ingredient  in  fome  of  the  old  com- 
pohtions. 

HYSSOPUS  [I.  £.]  hyfopzis  of- 
Jicmarumt  c&ruha  ji<vefpicata,  C  B. 
HyfTop;  the  leaves.  Thefe  have 
an  aromatic  fmell,  and  a  warm 
pungent  taite.  Befides  the  general 
virtues  of  aromatics,  they  are  par- 
ticularly recommended  in  humoral 
afthmas,  coughs,  and  other  dis- 
orders of  the  breaft  and  lungs $ 
and  faid  to  notably  promote  expec- 
toration. 

JACOBS  A  [£.]  jacobaa  vul- 
garis laciniata,  C.  B.  Ragwort,  or 
feggrum  ;  the  leaves.  This  ragged- 
leaved  plant  grows  wild  by  road 
fides,  and  uncultivated  places.  Its. 
taile  is  roughifh,  bitter,  pungent, 
and  extremely  unpleafant :  itftands 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Simon 
Paulii  againft  dyfenteries :  but  its 
forbidding  tafte  has  prevented  its 
coming  into  practice, 

JALAPIUM;  [L.  £.]  Jalep; 
the  root  of  an  American  convol- 
vulus, brought  to  us  in  thin  tranf- 
verfe  flices,  from  Xalapa,  a  pro- 
vince of  New  Spain.  Such  pieces 
mould  be  chofen  as  are  moll  com- 
pact, hard,  weighty,  dark  colour- 
ed, and  abound  moft  with  black 
circular  Arise.  Slices  of  bryony 
root  are  faid  to  be  fometimes  mixed 
with  thofe  of  jalap :  thefe  may  be 
eafily  diftinguifhed  by  their  whiter 
colour,  and  lefs  compact  texture. 
This  root  has  no  fmell,  and  very 
little  taite  upon  the  tongue ;  but, 
when  fwallowed,  affects  the  throat 
with  a  fenfe  of  heat,  and  occafions 
a  plentiful  difcharge  of  faliva. 

Jalap,  in  fubftance,  taken  in  a 

dole  of  about  half  a  dram  (lefs  or 

more,    according   to   the   circum- 

ilances 
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fiances  of  the  patient)  in  plethoric, 
or  cold  phlegmatic  habits,  proves 
an  effectual,  and  in  general  a  fafe 
purgative,  performing  its  office 
mildly,  feldom  occafioning  naufea 
or  gripes,  which  too  frequently  ac- 
company the  other  ftrong  cathar- 
'tics.  In  hypochondriacal  diforders, 
and  hot  bilious  temperaments,  it 
gripes  violently,  if  the  jalap  was 
good  ;  but  rarely  takes  due  effecl: 
as  a  purge.  An  extract  made  by 
water  purges  almoft  univerfally, 
but  weakly ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
has  a  confiderable  effecl  by  urine  : 
the  root  remaining  after  this  pro- 
cefs,  gripes  violently.  The  pure 
refin  prepared  by  fpirit  of  wine, 
occafions  moft  violent  gripings, 
and  other  terrible  fymptoms,  but 
fcarce  proves  at  all  cathartic :  tritu- 
rated with  fugar,  or  with  almonds 
into  the  form  of  an  emulfion,  or 
diffolved  in  fpirit,  and  mixed  with 
fyrups,  it  purges  plentifully  in  a 
fmall  dofe,  without  occafioning 
much  diforder  :  the  part  of  the  ja- 
lap remaining  after  the  feparation 
of  the  refiri,  yields  to  water  an  ex- 
trad,  which  has  no  effecl:  as  a  ca- 
thartic, but  operates  powerfully  by 
urine. 

Frederic  Hoffman  particularly 
cautions  againft  exhibiting  this  me- 
dicine to  children,  and  aflhres  us, 
that  it  will  deflroy  appetite,  weaken 
the  body,  and  perhaps  occafion 
even  death.  In  this  point,  this 
celebrated  practitioner  was  pro- 
bably deceived :  children,  whofe 
veffels  are  lax,  and  the  food  foft 
and  lubricating,  bear  thefe  kinds 
of  medicines,  as  Geoffroy  obferves, 
better  than  adults. 

JAPONICA  TERRA  [L.  £.] 
Japan  earth,  improperly  fo  called, 
as  being  neither  an  earth,  nor  the 
produce  of  Japan  ;  but  an  infpiffat- 
ed  vegetable  juice,  prepared  in  the 
Eaft  indies  from  the  fruit,    as  is 
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fuppofed,  of  the  areca  palm  tree. 


It  is  dry  and  pulverable,  outwardly 
of  a  reddifh  colour,  inwardly  of  a 
fhining  dark  brown,  almoft  black, 
with  fome  caft  of  red.  When  pure, 
it  difTolves  totally  in  water,  and  al- 
moft totally  in  reclined  fpirit:  as 
we  ufually  meet  with  it,  a  confi- 
derable quantity  of  fandy  matter  is 
left  by  both  thefe  menftrua.  This 
medicine  is  a  mild  aftringent,  and 
frequently  employed  as  fuch  in  al- 
vine  fluxes,  uterine  profluvia,  in 
laxity  and  debility  of  the  vifcera  in 
general,  and  in  coughs  proceeding 
from  thin  acrid  defluxions.  Its 
tafle  is  more  agreeable  than  that  of 
moft  other  fubftances  of  this  clafs  ; 
chewed  for  fome  time,  it  leaves  a 
kind  of  fweetifhnefs  in  the  mouth. 
The  troches  and  tinclure  kept  in 
the  ihops,  are  very  elegant  prepara- 
tions of  it. 

JASMINUM  [E.]  jafminum  <vuf- 
gatius  Jlore  albo,  C.  B.  Jafmine ; 
the  flowers.  This  is  a  fmall  tree, 
commonly  planted  in  our  gardens. 
The  flowers  have  a  ftrong  fine!!, 
which  is  liked  by  moft  people, 
though  to  fome  difagreeable :  ex- 
preffed  oils  extract  their  fragrance 
by  infufion  ;  and  water  elevates 
fomewhat  of  it  in  diftillation,  but 
no  efTential  oil  has  hitherto  been 
obtained  from  them :  the  diftilled 
water,  kept  for  a  little  time,  lofes 
its  odour.  As  to  their  medical  vir- 
tues, the  prefent  pradlice  expedls 
not  any  from  them,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  have  been  recommended 
for  promoting  delivery,  curing  ul- 
cerations of  the  uterus,  &c. 

IBERIS  ;  [E.~\  kpidium  grami- 
neo  folio  Jive  iheris  Tourn.  Sciatica 
creffes  ;  the  herb.  This  is  met 
with  only  in  botanic  gardens :  in 
tafte,  fmell,  and  medical  virtues, 
it  agrees  with  the  nafturtium.  It 
has  been  particularly  recommended 
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in  external  applications  againft  the 
fciatica,  whence  the  Englifh  name 
of  the  plant. 

ICHTHYOCOLLA  [E.]  FifV 
glue,  or  ifing-glafs ;  a  folid  gluti- 
nous fubftance,  obtained  from  a 
large  kind  of  fifh,  caught  in  the  feas 
of  Mofcovy.  The  fkin,  and  fome 
other  parts  of  the  animal  are  boiled 
in  water,  the  decoftion  infpiffated 
to  a  proper  confidence,  and  then 
poured  out  fo  as  to  form  thin  cakes ; 
thefe  are  either  farther  exficcated 
till  perfectly  dry,  or  cut  whilft  foft 
into  flices,  which  are  afterwards 
bent,  or  rolled  up  into  fpiral,  horfe- 
jlioe,  and  other  fnapes.  This  glue  is 
more  employed  for  mechanic  pur- 
pofes  than  in  medicine.  It  may  be 
given  in  a  thin  acrimonious  Hate 
of  the  juices,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  vegetable  gums  and  mu- 
cilages ;  regard  being  had  to  their 
different  dilpofition  to  putrefcence. 
Seepage  57. 

IMPERATORIA  \E.}  impera- 
toria  major  C.  B.  Mafterwort;  the 
root.  This  is  a  native  of  the  Alps 
and  Pyrenean  mountains,  and  fome 
parts  of  Germany,  from  whence 
we  are  fupplied  with  roots  fuperior 
in  aromatic  flavour  to  thofe  raifed 
in  our  gardens.  The  fmell  of  this 
root  is  very  fragrant ;  its  tafte,  bit- 
terifh,  warm,  and  pungent,  glow- 
ins;  in  the  mouth  for  a  lono-  time  after 
it  has  been  chewed.  This  fimple, 
though  undoubtedly  an  elegant  aro- 
matic, is  not  regarded  in  the  pre- 
fent  practice.  Its  flavour  is  fimilar 
to  that  of  angelica,  butfironger. 

IPECACOANHA;  [L.  E]  a 
root  brought  from  the  Spanifh 
Well:  Indies.  It  is  divided  into  two 
forts,  Peruvian  and  Brazilian  :  but 
the  eye  diftinguifh.es  three,  afh  co- 
loured or  grey,  brown,  and  white. 
The  afh  coloured,   or  Peruvian  ipe- 


cacoanha of  the  fhops,  is  a  fmall 
wrinkled  root,  bent  and  contorted 
into  a  great  variety  of  figures, 
brought  over  in  fhort  pieces,  full  of 
wrinkles,  and  deep  circular  fif- 
fures,  quite  down  to  a  fmall  white 
woody  fibre  that  runs  in  the  middle 
of  each  piece  ;  the  cortical  part  is 
compaft,  brittle,  looks  fmooth  and 
refinous  upon  breaking :  it  has 
very  little  fmell ;  the  tafte  is  bit- 
terifh  and  fubacrid,  covering  the 
tongue,  as  it  were,  with  a  kind  of 
mucilage.  The  brown  is  fmall, 
and  fomewhat  more  wrinkled  than 
the  foregoing,  of  a  brown  or 
blackifh  colour  without,  and  white 
within  ;  this  is  brought  from  Bra- 
zil. The  white  fort  is  woody, 
has  no  wrinkles,  and  no  perceptible 
bitternefs  in  tafte.  The  firft  fort 
(the  afh  coloured,  or  grey  ipecaco- 
anha)  is  that  ufually  preferred  for 
medicinal  ufe.  The  brown  has 
been  fometimes  obferved,  even  in 
a  fmall  dofe,  to  produce -violent 
effects.  The  white,  though  taken 
in  a  large  one,  has  fcarce  any  ef- 
fect at  all :  Mr.  Geoffroy  calls  this 
fort  baftard  ipecacoanha,  and  com- 
plains that  it  is  an  impofition  up- 
on the  public.  To  what  fpecies  of 
plant  the  ipecacoanha  belongs,  has 
not  as  yet  been  determined.  Geof- 
froy, Neuman,  Dale,  and  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  inform  us,  that  the 
roots  of  a  kind  of  apocynum  (dogs 
bane)  are  too  frequently  brought 
over  inftead  of  it  :  and  inflances 
are  given  of  ill  confequences  fol- 
lowing from  the  ufe  of  thefe  roots  : 
if  the  marks  above  laid  down,  par- 
ticularly the  afh  colour,  brittlenefs, 
deep  wrinkles,  and  bitterifh  tafte, 
be  carefully  attended  to,  all  mif- 
takes  of  this  kind  may  be  prevent- 
ed. 

Ipecacoanha  was  firft  brought  in- 
to Europe  about  the  middle  of  laft 
century,  and  an  account  of  itpub- 
lifhed  about  the  fame  time  by  Pifo  ; 
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but  it  did  not  come  into  general  in  the  glands  of  the  ftomach  and 

ufe  till  about  the  year  1686,  when  interlines.     But   if   the   virtues   of 

Helvetius,  under  the  patronage  of  this  root  were  entirely  owing  to  its 

Lewis    XIV,     introduced    it   into  mucilaginous,  or  gummy  part,  pure 

practice.     This  root  is  one  of  the  gums,  or  mucilages,  might  be  em- 

mildeft  and  fafeft  emetics  we  are  ployed  to  equal  advantage.     Wa- 

acquainted  with  ;    and  has  this  pe-  ter,  affiled  by  a  boiling  heat,  takes 

culiar  advantage,  that  if  it  ihould  up  from  all  vegetables  a  confider- 

not  operate  by  vomit,  it  paffes  off  able  portion  of  refmous  along  with. 

by  the  other  emunctories.     It  was  the  gummy  matter :  if  the  ipeca- 


firft  introduced  among  us  with  the 
character   of   an  almoft    infallible 
remedy  in  dyfenteries,  and  other  in- 
veterate fluxes  ;   as  alio  in  diforders 
proceeding    from    obftructions    of 
long  Handing  ;  nor  has  it  loft  much 
of  its  reputation  by  time.     In  dyf- 
enteries, it  almoft  always  produces 
happy  effects,  and  often  performs 
a   cure   in  a   very  fhort   fpace   of 
time.     In  other  fluxes  of  the  belly, 
in  beginning  dyfenteries,   and  fuch 
as   are   of  a   malignant   kind,    or 
where  the  patient  breaths  a  tainted 
air,  it  has  not  been  found  equally 
fuccefsful :  in  thefe  cafes  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  continue  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine  for  feveral  days,    and  to 
join  with  it   opiates,  diaphoretics, 
and  the  like.     This  root,  given  in 
fubftance,    is  as   effectual,    if  not 
more  fo  than  any  of  the  prepara- 
tions  of  it :  the  pure  refin  acts  as 
a  ftrong  irritating  emetic,  but  is  of 
little  fervice  in  dyfenteries ;  whilft 
an  extract  prepared  with  water  is 
almoft   of    equal   fervice   in   thefe 
cafes  with  the  root  itfelf,   though 
it  has   little   effect   as   an   emetic. 
Geoffroy    concludes    from   hence, 
that  the  chief  virtue  of  ipecacoanha 
in    dyfenteries    depends    upon   its 
gummy  fubftance,  which  lining  the 
inteftines   with    a    foft    mucilage, 
when  their  own  mucus  has   been 
abraded,   occafions  their  exulcera- 
tions    to  heal,    and  defends  them 
from  the  acrimony  of  the  juices :  and 
that  the  refmous  part,  in  which  the 
emetic  quality  refides,    is  required 
where  the  morbific  matter  is  lodged 


coanha  remaining  after  the  adtion 
of  water  be  digeited  with  pure  fpi- 
rit,  it  v/ill  not  yield  half  fo  much 
refin  as  at  firft  :  fo  that  the  aqueous 
extract  differs  from  the  crude  root 
only  in  degree,  being  proportion- 
ably  lefs  refinous,  and  having  lefs 
effect,   both  as  an  emetic,  and  in 
the  cure  of  dyfenteries.     The  vir- 
tues of  ipecacoanha,    in  this   dif- 
order,  depend  upon  its  promoting 
perfpiration,  the  freedom  of  which 
is  here  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  an  increafe  of  which,  even  in 
healthful  perfons,    is   generally  ob- 
ferved  to  fupprefs   the   evacuation 
by  ftool.     In  dyfenteries,  the  fein 
is  for  the  moft  part  dry  and  tenfe, 
and    perfpiration    obftructed :    the 
common  diaphoretics  pafs  off  with- 
out   effect    through   the    inteftinal 
canal :  but  ipecacoanha,  if  the  pa- 
tient, after  a  puke  or  two,  be  co- 
vered up  warm,  brings  on  a  plen- 
tiful fweat..    After  the  removal  of 
the   dyfentery,    it   is    neceffary   to 
continue  the  ufe  of  the  medicine. 
for  fome  time  longer,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  relapfe  :  for  this  purpofe, 
a  few  grains,  divided  into  feveral 
dofes,    fo  as  not  to  occafion   any 
fenfible  evacuation,    may  be  exhi- 
bited every  day ;  by  this  means  the 
cure  is  effectually  eftablifhed.     And 
indeed  fmaii  dofes  given,  even  from 
the   beginning,     have   been   often 
found  to  have  better  effects  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe  than  larger  ones. 
Geoffroy  informs  us,  from  his  ovyn 
experience,    that  he   has  obferved 
ten  grains  of  the  powder  to   act 

as 
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as  efFe&ually  as  a  fcruple  or  two  ;  and  in  heat  of  urine  :  but  they  are 
and  therefore  confines  the  dofe  be-  at  prefent,  among  us,  a  ftranger  to 
twixt  fix  and  ten  grains.  medicinal  practice,  and  to  the  fhops. 


IRIS  FLORENTINA  [L.  £.] 
iris  Florentina  alba,  C.  B.  Floren- 
tine orris ;  the  root. 

IRIS  PURPUREA  NOSTRAS 
[is.]  iris  •vulgaris  Germanica  five 
Jyfoefiris,  C.  B.  Flower-de  luce ; 
the  root. 

Both  thefe  are  the  fame  fpecies 
of  plant :  feveral  varieties  of  it  are 
cultivated  in  our  gardens  on  ac- 
count of  the  elegance  of  their 
flowers.  The  roots,  when  recent, 
have  a  bitter,  acrid,  naufeous  tafte, 
and  taken  into  the  body  prove 
flrongly  cathartic ;  and  hence  the 
juice  is  recommended  in  dropfies, 
in  the  dofe  of  three  or  fourfcruples. 
By  drying  they  lofe  this  quality, 
yet  ftill  retain  a  fomewhat  pungent, 
titterifh  tafte :  their  fmell  in  this 
flate  is  of  the  aromatic  kind ;  thofe 
produced  in  the  warmer  climates 
have  a  very  grateful  flavour,  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  March  vio- 
lets :  hence  the  ufe  of  the  Floren- 
tine iris  in  perfumes,  and  for  fla- 
vouring liquors  :  the  fhops  emr 
ploy  it  in  the  white  perioral  troches, 
and  as  an  ingredient  in  the  theriaca. 

IVA  ARTHRITIC  A  vide,  Cha- 

MJEPITYS. 

JUGLANS  [£.]  The  walnut- 
tree  ;  the  fruit,  and  its  fhell.  The 
kernel  of  the  fruit  is  fimilar  in 
quality  to  almonds :  the  fhell  is 
aftringent,  and  as  fuch  is  made 
ufe  of  by  the  dyers ;  but  neither 
are  employed  in  medicine. 

JUJUBE  [£.]  Jujubes  ;  a  half- 
dried  fruit  brought  from  France. 
Jujubes  have  a  pleafant  fweet  tafte. 
They  are  recommended  in  an  acri- 
monious ftate  of  the  juices  ;  in 
coughs  from  thin  fharp  defluxions , 


JUNCUS  ODORATUS  [L.  E.] 
juncus  odoratus  Jive  aromaticus,  C. 
B.  Sweet  rufh,  or  camels  hay. 
This  is  a  dry  fmooth  ftalk,  brought 
to  us  along  with  the  leaves,  and 
fometimes  the  flowers,  from  Tur- 
key and  Arabia,  tied  up  in  bundles 
about  a  foot  long.  The  ftalk,  in 
fhape  and  colour,  fomewhat  re- 
fenibles  a  barley  ftraw :  it  is  full 
or  a  fungous  pith,  like  thofe  of 
our  common  rufhes  :  the  leaves 
are  like  thofe  of  wheat,  and  fur- 
round  the  ftalk  with  feveral  coats, 
as  in  the  reed :  the  flowers  are  of 
a  carnation  colour,  ftriped  with  a 
lighter  purple.  The  whole  plant, 
when  in  perfection,  has  a  hot  bit- 
terifh,  not  unpleafant,  aromatic 
tafte,  and  a  very  fragrant  fmell ; 
by  long  keeping,  it  lofes  greatly 
of  its  aromatic  flavour.  Diftilled 
with  water,  it  yields  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  efiential  oil.  It  was 
formerly  often  ufed  as  an  aroma- 
tic, and  in  obftru&ions  of  the  vif- 
cera,  &c.  but  at  prefent  is  fcarce 
otherwife  employed  than  as  an  in- 
gredient in  mithridate  and  theriaca. 

JUNIPERUS  [L.  £.]  juniperus 
vulgaris  fruticofa  C.  B.  Juniper  : 
the  berries,  wood,  and  the  refin 
(improperly  called  gum)  which  ex- 
udes from  it  in  the  warmer  cli- 
mates. This  is  an  ever-green  fhrub, 
growing  upon  heaths  and  hilly 
grounds  in  all  the  parts  of  Europe  : 
the  wood  and  refin  are  not  at 
prefent  made  ufe  of  for  medici- 
nal purpofes  :  the  berries  are 
brought  from  Holland,  where  this 
fhrub  is  very  plentiful.  Juniper 
berries  have  a  ltrong,  notdifagree- 
able  fmell  ;  and  a  warm,  pungent 
fweet  calte,  which  if  they  are  long 
chewed,  or  previoufly  well  bruifed, 
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is  followed  by  a  bitterifh  one.  The 
pungency  feems  to  refide  in  the 
bark;  the  fweet  in  the  juice ;  the 
aromatic  flavour  in  oily  veiicles, 
fpread  through  the  fubftance  of  the 
pulp,  and  difcinguifhable  even  by 
the  eye ;  and  the  bitter,  in  an  oil 
lodged  in  the  feeds :  the  frefn  ber- 
ries yield,  on  expreffion,  a  rich, 
fweet,  honey-like,  aromatic  juice  ; 
if  previoufly  pounded  fo  as  to  break 
the  feeds,  the  juice  proves  tart  and 
bitter.  Thefe  berries  are  ufeful 
carminatives  and  ftomachics :  for 
"  thefe  purpofes,  a  fpirituous  water, 
and  effential  oil  diftilled  from  them, 
are  kept  in  the  fhops.  The  liquor 
remaining  after  the  diftillation  of 
the  oil,  paffed  through  a  ftrainer, 
and  gently  exhaled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  a  rob,  proves  likewife 
a  medicine  of  great  utility,  and  in 
many  cafes  is  perhaps  preferable  to 
the  oil,  or  berry  itfelf :  Hoffman 
is  exprefsly  of  this  opinion,  and 
firongly  recommends  it  in  debility 
of  the  flomach  and  interlines,  and 
fays  it  is  particularly  of  fervice  to 
old  people  who  are  fubjeft  to  thefe 
diforders,  or  labour  under  a  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  the  urinary  ex- 
cretion :  this  rob  is  of  a  dark, 
brownifh  yellow  colour,  a  balfa- 
mic  fweet  tafte,  with  a  little  of  the 
bitter,  more  or  lefs  according  as  the 
feeds  in  the  berry  have  been  more 
or  lefs  bruifed. 

KALI  [E.~\  kali  maps  cachleato 
femine  C.  B.  Glafiwort ;  its  leaves, 
and  the  alkaline  fait  called  cineres 
c!a<vel!ati,  or  potafh,  which  nfed 
formerly  to  be  prepared  from  this 
plant  only,  but  now  from  fundry 
forts  of  woods,  and  other  vegetable 
matters  indifferently  (fee  the  article 
Cineres  Russici.)  Several  fores 
of  thefe  falts,  differing  in  degree 
of  purity  and  ftrength,  are  to  be 
snet  with  in  the  fhops  cf  the  dry- 
falter:  they  are  rarely  found  under 
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this  denomination  in  thofe  of  the 
apothecary  or  druggift. 

KERMES;  [L.  £.]  a  round 
grain  about  the  bulk  of  a  pea, 
found  (in  Spain,  Italy,  and  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  France)  adhering 
to  the  branches  of  the  ilex  aculeata 
cocci gtandif era  C.  B.  Thefe  grains 
appear,  when  frefh,  full  of  fmall 
reddifh  ovula,  or  animalcules,  of 
which  they  are  the  nidus.  On  ex- 
preffion,  they  yield  a  red  juice,  of 
a  bitterifh,  fomewhat  rough  and 
pungent  tafte,  and  a  not  unpleafant 
fmell :  this  is  brought  to  us  from 
the  fouth  of  France.  The  grains 
themfelves  are  cured  by  fprinkling 
with  vinegar  before  exficcation : 
this  prevents  the  exclufion  of  the 
ova,  and  kills  fuch  of  the  animals 
as  are  already  hatched  ;  otherwife, 
they  change  into  a  winged  infed, 
leaving  the  grain  an  empty  hufk. 

Kermes,  coniidered  as  a  medi- 
cine, is  a  grateful,  very  mild  re- 
flringent,  and  corroborant.  In  this 
light  it  was  looked  upon  by  the 
Greeks  :  the  Arabians  added  a  cor- 
dial virtue  :  European  writers  alfo 
have  in  general  recommended  it 
for  exhilarating  the  fpirits,  and 
againft  palpitations  of  the  heart  -, 
but  more  particularly  for  promot- 
ing birth,  and  preventing  abortion. 
I  have  known,  fays  Geoffroy,  many 
women,  who  had  never  reached 
the  end  of  pregnancy,  made  joyful 
mothers  by  the  ufe  of  pills  com- 
pofed  of  kermes,  germin.  ovor.  ex- 
Jiccat.  and  ccnfcclio  de  hyachintho  (a 
compofition,  containing  fome  ve- 
getable aftringents  and  aromatics, 
together  with  gold  and  filver  leaf, 
four  precious  ftones,  and  other  in- 
gredients of  lefs  value  : )  three  of 
thefe  pills  muft  be  taken  for  the 
firfl  dofq,  and  this  repeated  three 
times,  at  the  interval  of  twice  three 
hours  ;  after  which  three  pills  more 
are  to  be  taken  every  morning  on. 
L  th«. 
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the  three  laft  days  of  the  moon  in 
every  month  till  delivery.  Not- 
withftanding  this  aftertion,  we  con- 
ceive our  readers  will  with  us  be- 
lieve, that  neither  the  kermes,  nor 
its  auxiliaries,  are  to  be  much  de- 
pended on. 

LABDANUM ;  [L.  E:]  a  refi- 
nous  fubftance  exuding  upon   the 
leaves   of  the  eijius  ladanifera  Cre- 
tica  flore  purpurea  Tourn.      This  re- 
iin  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly 
collected  from  the  beards  of  goats, 
who  brouzed  the  leaves  of  the  cif- 
tus :    at  prefent   a  kind   of  rake, 
with  feveral  ftraps  or  thongs  of  fkins 
jixed  to  it,  is  drawn  lightly  over  the 
fhrub,  fo  as  to  take  up  the  uncluous 
juice,  which  is  afterwards  fcraped 
off  with  knives.     It  is  rarely  met 
with  pure,  even  in  the  places  which 
produce  it;  the  dull  blown  upon 
the  plant  by   the  wind,   mingling 
with  the  tenacious  juice:  the  inha- 
bitants are  alfo  faid  to  mix  with  it 
a  certain  black  fand.     In  the  fliops 
two  forts   are  met  with  :  the  belt 
(which  is  very  rare)  is  in  dark  co- 
loured, almoft  black  mafles,  of  the 
confidence  of  a  foft  planter,  which 
grows  fall  fofter  upon  being  hand- 
led ;  of  a  very  agreeable  fmell,  and 
of  a  light  pungent  bitterifh  tafte : 
the  other  fort  is  harder,  not  fo  dark 
coloured,   in  long  rolls  coiled  up : 
this  is  of  a  much  weaker  fmell  than 
the  firfl,  and  has  a  large  admixture 
of  a  fine  fand,  which  in  the  labda- 
num  examined  by  the  French  aca- 
demy, made  up  three  fourths  of  the 
mafs.     Rectified   fpirit  of  wine  al- 
moft entirely  diflblves  pure  labda- 
num,  leaving  only  a  fmall  portion 
of  gummy  matter,  which  has    no 
tafte  or  fmell :  and  hence  this  refrn 
may  be  thus  excellently  purified  for 


internal  purpofes.  It  is  an  ufeful 
ingredient  in  the  ftomachic  and  ce- 
phalic plafters  of  the  fhops. 

LAC  [£.]  Milk  appears  to  be  a 
vegetable  juice,  with  little  or  no- 
thing of  an  animal  nature.  The 
quality  and  ufes  of  this  foft  nutritious 
liquor  are  in  general  well  known  : 
we  fhall  therefore,  in  this  place,  only 
give  an  account  of  fome  experi- 
ments, pointing  out  the  alterations 
it  undergoes  from  different  admix- 
tures, and  the  difference  in  quality 
of  the  milk  of  different  animals. 

New  milk  mixes  uniformly  with 
common  water,  the  mineral  chaly- 
beat  waters,  wines,  and  malt  li- 
quors that  are  not  acid,  weak  vi- 
nous fpirits,  folutions  of  fugar,  foaps, 
and  neutral  falts ;  but  not  with  oils 
exprefled  or  diftilled.  Acids  both 
mineral  and  vegetable  coagulate  it  j 
as  alfo  do  fixt  and  volatile  alcalies, 
and  highly  redified  fpirit  of  wine  : 
the  curd  made  by  acids  is  refolved 
again  by  alcaline  liquors ;  as  that 
made  by  alcalies  likewife  is  by 
acids.  Neutral  falts,  nitre  in  par- 
ticular, preferve  it  "from  coagu- 
lating fpontaneouily ;  and  likewife 
render  it  lefs  eafily  coagulable  by 
acids. 

The  human  milk  is  the  fweeteft 
of  thefe  liquors,  and  that  of  affes 
next  to  it:  this  laft  is  the  moft  di- 
lute of  them  all :  on  fuffering  it 
to  coagulate  fpontaneouily,  the  curd 
fcarce  amounted  to  two  drams  from 
twelve  ounces,  whilft  that  of  cows 
milk  was  five  times  as  much  :  the 
coagulum  of  afles  milk,  even  when 
made  by  acids,  forms  only  into 
.fine  light  flakes  which  fwim  in  the 
ferum  ;  that  of  goats  milk  concretes 
into  more  compact  mafles  which 
fink. 


Upon 


There  remained 
of  dry  matter 


drams 
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Upon  evapo- 
rating twelve 
ounces  of 


Cows  milk 
Goats  milk 
Human  milk 
AfTes  milk 


The  faline  fubftance  obtained 
from  affes  milk  was  white,  and 
fweet  as  fugar;  thofe  of  the  others, 
brown  or  yellow,  and  confiderably 
lefs  fweet ;  that  of  cows  milk,  the 
leaft  fweet  of  all.  It  appears  there- 
fore, that  afTes  milk  contains  more 
ferum,  and  much  more  of  a  faccha- 
rine  faline  matter,  than  thofe  of 
cows  and  goats ;  and  that  the  two 
latter  abound  moil  with  unctuous 
grofs  matter :  hence  thefe  are  found 
to  be  moil  nutritious,  whilft  the  firft 
proves  moil  effectual  as  an  aperient 
and  detergent. 

The  infpiffated  refiduum  of  milk, 
digefted  with  about  as  much  water 
as  was  wafted  in  the  evaporation, 
yields  an  elegant  kind  of  whey, 
more  agreeable  in  tafle,  and  which 
keeps  better,  than  that  made  in  the 
common  manner.  This  liquor  pro- 
motes the  natural  fecretions  in  gene- 
ral, and  if  its  ufe  is  duly  continued, 
does  good  fervice  in  fcorbutic,  and 
other  diforders,  proceeding  from 
thick  phlegm  and  obftrudlions  of 
the  vifcera. 

There  are  confiderable  differences 
in  the  milk  of  the  fame  animal,  ac- 
cording to  its  different  aliment. 
Diofcorides  relates,  that  the  milk 
of  goats,  who  fed  on  the  fcammony 
plant  and  fpurges,  proved  cathartic  : 
and  examples  are  given  in  the  Ada 
Haffnienfia  of  bitter  milk  from  the 
animal  having  eat  wormwood.  It 
is  a  common  obfervation,  that  ca- 
thartics and  fpirituous  liquors  given 
to  a  nurfe  affecl  the  child :  and 
<that  the  milk  of  animals  feeding;  on 
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From  which  water  extracted  a  fweet 
faline  fubftance,  amounting,  when 
exficcated,  to 

drams 


green  herbs,  is  much  more  dilute 
than  when  they  are  fed  with  dry 
ones.  Hoffman  carries  this  point 
fo  far  as  to  direct  the  afs  (the  ani- 
mal, whofe  milk  he  in  all  cafes 
prefers)  to  be  dieted  according  to 
the  difeafe  which  its  milk  is  to  be 
drank  for. 

LACCA  [£.]  Lac,  improperly 
called  gum  lac  ;  a  fort  of  wax  of  a 
red  colour,  collected  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  by  certain  infe&s,  and  de- 
pofited  on  flicks  faftened  for  this 
purpofe  in  the  earth.  It  is  brought 
over,  either  adhering  to  the  flicks, 
or  in  fmall  tranfparent  grains,  or 
in  femitranfparent  flat  cakes  :  the 
firft  is  called  flick  lac,  the  fecond 
feed  lac,  and  the  third  fhell  lac. 
On  breaking  a  piece  of  flick  lac, 
it  appears  compofed  of  regular  cells 
like  the  honey-comb,  with  fmall 
corpufcles  of  a  deep  red  colour 
lodged  in  them  :  thefe  are  the 
young  infects,  and  to  thefe  the  lac 
owes  its  tin&ure,  for  when  freed 
from  them  its  colour  is  very  dilute. 
The  fhell  and  feed  lacs,  which  do 
not  exhibit  any  infects  or  cellular 
appearance  upon  breaking,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  artificial  preparations 
of  the  other  :  the  feed  fort  is  faid 
to  be  the  flick  lac  bruifed  and  rob- 
bed of  its  more  foluble  parts  ;  and 
the  fhel^to  be  the  feed  lac,  melted 
and  formed  into  cakes.  The  flick 
lac  therefore  is  the  genuine  fort, 
and  ought  alone  to  be  employed 
for  medicinal  purpofes.  This  con- 
crete is  of  great  efteem  in  Ger- 
L  2  many. 
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many,  and  other  countries  for 
laxity  and  fponginefs  of  the  gums, 
proceeding  from  cold,  or  a  fcor- 
butic habit  :  for  this  ufe  the  lac  is 
boiled  in  water,  with  the  addition 
of  a  little  alum;  which  promotes 
its  folution ;  or  a  tin  dure  made 
from  it  with  rectified  fpirit.  This 
tincture  is  recommended  alfo  inter- 
nally in  the  flucr  albus,  and  in 
rheumatic  and  fcorbutic  diforders : 
it  has  a  grateful  fmell,  and  a  not 
unpleafant,  bitterifh,  aflringent  tafte. 
The  principal  ufe  of  lac  among  us 
5s  in  certain  mechanic  arts  as  a  co- 
louring drug,  and  for  making  feal- 
ing  wax. 

LACTUCA  ;  \E.~\  kauca  Jati>va 
C.  B.  Garden  lettuce;  the  leaves 
and  feeds.  The  feveral  forts  of 
garden  lettuces  are  very  whole- 
fome,  emollient,  cooling  falad 
herbs,  eafy  of  digeftion,  and  fome- 
what  loofening  the  belly.  Mod 
writers  fuppofe  that  they  have  a 
narcotic  quality  ;  and  indeed  in 
many  cafes  they  contribute  to  pro- 
cure reft ;  this  they  effect  by  abat- 
ing heat,  and  relaxing  the  fibres. 
The  feeds  are  in  the  number  of 
the  four  lefTer  cold  feeds. 

There  are  two  wild  forts  of  let- 
tuce, not  unfrequently  met  with 
under  hedges,  &c.  Thefe  differ 
greatly  in  quality  from  the  forego- 
ing ;  as  may  be  judged  from  their 
fh'ong  foporofic  fmell.  One  of  them 
is  called  by  Morifon,  lafiuca  fyfaef- 
tris  opii  odore  "vehementi  foporifero  et 
inrofo.  The  upper  leaves  of  this 
are  jagged  about  the  edges,  the 
lower  ones  not.  All  the  leaves  of 
the  other  wild  fort  are  very  deeply 
jagged:  hence  this  is  by  the  fame 
author  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
laSlu.cafyl'veJtris  laciniata. 

LAMIUM  ALBUM  [L.E.]  la- 
mium  album  tioti  frrtcns,  fdio  c'oloago 
C.  B.     White  archangel,    or  dead 


nettle ;  the  leaves  and  flowers. 
This  grows  wild  in  hedges,  and 
flowers  in  April  and.  May.  The 
flowers  have  been  particularly  ce- 
lebrated in  uterine  fluOrs,  and  other 
female  weaknefTes ;  as  alfo  in  dif- 
orders of  the  lungs. 

L  APATHUM,  Dock ;  the  roots. 
We  have  ten  or  eleven  docks  grow- 
ing wild  in  England,  the  roots  of 
moft  of  which  are  brought  to  market 
promifcuoufly  ;  tho'  two  have  been 
generally  directed  by  phyficians  in 
preference  to  the  others  :  thefe 
are 

OXYLAPATHUM,  [£.]  lapa- 
thum  fclio  acute  piano  C.  B.  The 
dock  with  long,  narrow,  fharp- 
pointed  leaves,  not  curled  up  abous 
the  edges. 

HYDROL APATHUM  ;  [E.] 
lapathum  aquaticum  folio  cubitali 
C.  B.     The  great  water  dock. 

The  roots  of  thefe  plants  gently 
loofen  the  belly,  and  have  fome- 
times  been  ufeful  ingredients  in  de- 
coclions  for  removing  a  coftive  ha- 
bit. They  are  alfo  celebrated  for 
the  cure  of  fcorbutic  and  cutane- 
ous diforders,  both  exhibited  inter- 
nally, and  applied  externally  in 
ointments,  cataplafms,  and  fomen- 
tations. Muntingius  publifhed  a 
treatife  on  thefe  plants  in  the  year 
1 681,  in  which  he  endeavours  to 
prove,  that  our  great  water  dock 
is  the  herha  Britannica  of  the  an- 
cients :  and  indeed  the  defcription 
which  Diofcorides  gives  of  the  lat- 
ter does  not  ill  agree  to  the  former. 
This  author  therefore  attributes  to 
the  hydrolapathum  all  the  virtues 
afcribed  of  old  to  the  Britannica, 
particularly  recommending  it  in 
the  fcur.vy,  and  all  its  fymtoms. 
Where  this  diforder  is  of  very  long 
Handing,  fo  as  not  to  yield  to  the 
hydrolapatkinn  alone,  he  directs  a 
compofition,  by  the  ufe  of  which, 
he   fays,    even   the   venereal  lues, 

will 
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will,  hi  a  fhort  time,  be  effectually 
cured.  Six  ounces  of  the  roots  of 
the  water  Jock,  with  two  of  faf- 
fron ;  and  of  mace,  cinnamon, 
gentian  root,  liquorice  root,  and 
black  pepper,  each  three  ounces, 
(or,  where  the  pepper  is  improper, 
fix  ounces  of  liquorice)  are  to  be 
reduced  into  coarfe  powder,  and 
put  into  a  mixture  of  two  gallons 
of  wine,  with  half  a  gallon  of 
ftrong  vinegar,  and  the  yolks  of 
three  eggs ;  and  the  whole  digeft- 
ed,  with  a  moderate  warmth,  for 
three  days,  in  a  glazed  veffel,  clofe 
ftopt :  from  three  to  fix  ounces  of 
this  liquor  are  to  be  taken  every 
morning  on  an  empty  ftomach,  for 
fourteen  or  twenty  days,  or  longer. 

LAPATHUM  UNCTUOSUM, 
vide  Bonus  Henri  cus. 

LAPIS  BEZOAR,  CALAMI- 
NARIS,  HEMATITES,  LA- 
ZULI; vide  Bezoae.,  Calami- 
nap,  is,  &c. 

LAPPA  MAJOR,  vide  Bar- 
dana  major. 

LAVENDULA  [£.  £.]  la-vcn- 
dula  angufiifolia  C.  B.  Common, 
or  narrow-leaved  lavender,  or 
fpike  ;  the  flowers. 

LAVENDULA  [£.]  lavendula 
latifoiia  C.  B.  Greater,  or  broad 
leaved  lavender  ;  the  leaves  and 
flowers.  Thefe  plants  have  a  fra- 
grant fmell,  to  moft  people  agree- 
able ;  and  a  warm,  pungent,  bit- 
terifh  tafte  :  the  broad  leaved  fort 
is  the  ftrongeu  in  both  refpedts,  and 
yields  in  diftillation  thrice  as  much 
eiTentiai  oil  as  the  other  ;  its  oil  is 
alfo  hotter,  and  fpecifically  heavier : 
hence,  in  the  ibuthern  parts  of 
France,  where  both  kinds  grow- 
wild,  this  only  is  made  ufe  of  for 
the  diftillation  of  what  is  called  oil 
of  fpike.      The  narrow -leaved   is 
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the  fort  commonly  met  with  in  our 
gardens,  and  therefore  alone  di- 
rected by  the  college. 

Lavender  is  a  warm  ftimulating 
aromatic,  h  is  principally  recom- 
mended in  vertigo's,  pallies,  tre- 
mors, fuppreihon  of  the  menftrual, 
evacuations ;  and  in  general  in  aiL 
diforders  of  the  head,  nerves,  and 
uterus,  proceeding  from  a  weak- 
nefs  of  the  folids,  and  lentor  or 
fluggifhnefs  of  the  juices.  It  is 
fometimes  alfo  tifed  externally  in 
fomentations  for  paralytic  limbs. 
The  diflilled  oil  is  particularly  cele- 
brated for  deftroying  the  pediculi  in- 
guinale!, and  other  cutaneous  infects; 
if  foft  fpongy  paper,  dipt  in  this 
oil,  either  alone,  or  mixed  with, 
that  of  almonds,  be  applied  at 
night  to  the  parts  infefted  by  in- 
fects, they  will  certainly,  fays 
GeofFroy,  be  all  found  dead  in  the 
morning. 

L AUREOLA  [£.]  /aureola  fern- 
■per  t'irens,  flore  <viridi,  qidhujdam 
laureola  mas  C.  B.  Spurge-laurel  ; 
the  leaves  and  berries.  This  is  a 
fmall  fhrub,  growing  wild  in  fome 
of  our  woods.  The  leaves,  ber- 
ries, and  bark,  both  of  the  ftalks 
and  roots,  have  an  extremely  acrid, 
hot  tafte,  which  lafts  for  a  long 
time,  burning  and  inflaming  the 
mouth  and  fauces.  Taken  inter- 
nally, they  operate  with  great  vio- 
lence by  ftool,  and  fometimes  by 
vomit ;  fo  as  fcarce  to  be  exhibi- 
ted with  any  tolerable  degree  of 
fafety,  unlefs  their  virulence  be 
previoufly  abated  by  boiling. 

'  LAURUS  [L.  £.]  laurus  vul- 
garis C.  B.  The  bay  tree  ;  its 
leaves  and  berries.  Thefe  are  ge- 
nerally brought  from  the  Streights, 
though  the  tree  bears  the  colds  of 
our  own  climate.  They  have  a 
moderately  ftrong  aromatic  fmell, 
and  a  warm,  bitterifh,  pungent 
L  3  tails  ; 
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tafte :  the  berries  are  ftronger  in 
both  refpecls  than  the  leaves,  and 
afford  in  diftillation  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  aromatic  effential  oil :  they 
yield  alfo  an  almoft  infipid  oil  to 
the  prefs,  in  confequence  of  which 
they  prove  un&uous  in  the  mouth. 
Thefe  fimples  are  warm  carmina- 
tive medicines,  and  fometimes  ex 
hibited  in  this  intention  againft  fla- 
tulent colics ;  and  likewife  in  hy- 
fterical  diforders.  Their  principal 
ufe  in  the  prefent  practice  is  in 
clyflers,  and  fome  external  appli- 
cations. The  leaves  enter  our  com- 
mon fomentation  :  and  the  berries, 
the  plafter  and  cataplafm  of  cum- 
min ;  they  alfo  give  name  to  an 
ele&ary,  which  is  little  otherwife 
ufed  than  in  clyflers. 

LAZULI  laph ;  [£.]  a  compact 
ponderous  foffil,  of  an  opake  blue 
colour,  met  with  in  the  eaftern 
countries,  and  in  fome  parts  of  Ger- 
many. It  owes  it  colour  to  copper, 
and  hence,  like  the  common  pre- 
parations of  that  metal,  proves 
emetic ;  with  this  difadvantage, 
that  the  quantity  of  copper  it  con- 
Jains  is  uncertain. 

LENS  VULGARIS  [E.]  lens 
•vulgaris  femine  fubntfo  C.  B.  Len- 
tilej  the  feed.  This  is  a  ftrong, 
flatulent  food,  very  hard  of  digef- 
tion  :  it  is  never,  at  leaft  with  us, 
ufed  for  any  medicinal  purpofe. 

LENTISCUS  [£.]  k?itifcus  w- 
rus  ex  infula  Cbio,  cortice  et  foliis 
fufds,  Commelin.  The  lentifc,  or 
mailich  tree  ;  the  wood.  This  tree 
or  fhrub  is  a  native  of  the  warm 
climates,  but  bears  the  common 
winters  of  our  own.  The  wood  is 
brought  to  us  in  thick  knotty 
pieces,  covered  with  an  afh  co- 
loured bark,  and  white  within,  of 
a  rough,  fomewhat  pungent  tafte, 
and  an  agreeable,  tho'  faint  fmell ; 


the  fmaller  tough  fprigs,  are  both 
in  tafte  and  fmell  the  ftrongeft.  This 
wood  is  accounted  a  mild  balfamic 
reftringent :  a  decoftion  of  it  is  in 
the  German  ephemerides,  dignified 
with  the  title  of  vegetable  aurum 
potabile,  and  ftrongly  recommend- 
ed in  catarrhs,  naufeae,  and  weak- 
nefs  of  the  ftomach  ;  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  tone  of  the  vifcera  in  ge- 
neral, and  promoting  the  urinary 
fecretion. 

This  is  the  tree,  which,  in  the 
ifland  Chio,  affords  the  refin,  call- 
ed maftiche.     See  the  article  Mas- 


LEPIDIUM  [£.]  lepidium  lati- 
folium  C.  B.  Common  broad  dit"- 
tander,  pepperwort,  or  poor  man's 
pepper;  the  leaves.  This  plant  is 
fometimes  found  wild  by  the  fides 
of  rivers,  and  in  other  moift  places. 
The  leaves  have  an  aromatic,  pung- 
ent biting  tafte,  fomewhat  approach- 
ing to  that  of  pepper,  but  going  off 
fooner  than  that  of  moft  other  fub- 
flances  of  this  clafs.  They  are  very 
rarely  employed  in  medicine,  though 
ftrongly  recommended  as  antifcor- 
butics,  and  for  promoting  the  uri- 
nary and  cuticular  fecreticns ;  vir- 
tues, which  they  have  undoubtedly 
a  good  title  to. 

LEUCOIUM  LUTEUM,  vide 
Cheiri. 

LEVISTICUM  ;    [X]   angelica 

monta7ia  peremiist  pahidapii  fo!;o, 
Toum.  Lovage  the  root  and  feed. 
This  is  a  large  umbelliferous  plant, 
cultivated  with  us  in  gardens.  The 
root  nearly  agrees  in  quality  with 
that  of  angelica  :  the  principal  dif- 
ference is,  that  the  lovage  root 
has  a  ftronger  fmell,  and  a  fome- 
what lefs  pungent  tafte,  accompa- 
nied with  a  more  durable  fwectneh  : 
the  feeds  are  rather  warmer,  and 
more  agreeable  than  the  root.  Thefe 
fimples, 
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fimples,  though  certainly  capable 
of  being  applied  to  ufeful  purpofes, 
are  not  at  prefent  regarded.  The 
root,  wounded  early  in  the  fpring, 
bleeds  an  unctuous  odorous  juice, 
which  flowly  exiiccated,  proves  an 
elegant  aromatic  gummy  refin. 

LICHEN;  [E.J  lichen  ptrmis 
caulicido  ptleolum  Jujlinaite  C.  B. 
Liverwort;  the  herb.  This  grows 
wild  in  moift  fhady  places,  and  by 
the  fides  of  rivers.  It  has  a  faint, 
not  difagreeable  fmell  ;  and  an 
herbaceous,  roughiih,  and  fome- 
what  bitterifh  tafte.  Great  virtues 
have  been  attributed  to  this  fimple, 
in  obstructions  of  the  liver,  jaun- 
dice, &c.  which  practitioners  do 
not  now  expect  from  it. 

LICHEN  CLNEREUS'  TER- 
RESTRIS;  [L  E.\  lichen  tevrejlris 
cinereus  Rait.  Aih  coloured  ground 
liverwort.  This  confifts  of  pretty 
thick  digitated  leaves,  flat  above, 
of  a  reticular  texture  underneath, 
and  fattened  to  the  earth  by  fmall 
fibres :  the  leaves  when  in  perfec- 
tion are  of  an  afh  colour ;  by  age 
they  become  darker  coloured  or 
reddifh.  It  is  met  with  on  com- 
mons and  open  heaths,  where  it 
quickly  fpreads  on  the  ground.  Dr. 
Mead  informs  us,  that  this  plant 
grows  in  all  countries,  and  has 
been  brought  over  from  America 
along  with  the  Peruvian  bark  :  that 
it  is  found  at  all  times,  but  ought 
to  be  gathered  from  autumn  to 
winter,  as  being  then  in  its  frefheff, 
vigour. 

This  fimple  is  faid  to  be  a  warm 
diuretic  ;  to  the  taffe  it  is  not  a 
little  naufeous.  It  is  chiefly  cele- 
brated for  its  virtue  in  the  cure  of 
the  diforders,  occafioned  by  the 
bite  of  a  mad  dog.  An  account 
of  the  remarkable  effects  in  thefe 
cafes  of  a  powder  compofed  of  the 
dried  leaves  and  pepper,  was  com- 
municated to  the  Roval  Society  by 
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Mr.  Dampier,  and  publiihed  in  the 
Philofophical  tranfaclions,  Np-.  237. 
This  powder  was  afterwards  insert- 
ed   (in   the   year    1721)    into   the 
London  Pharmacopoeia,   under  the 
title  of  ful-'jis  arttilyjfus,  at  the  de- 
fire  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
had  great   experience  of  its  good 
effects.       Some    years    after,     the 
fame  gentleman  publifhed  and  dif- 
perfed  a  paper  containing  the  me- 
thod  of  cure,  which  he  had  in  a 
great  number  of  inftances  constant- 
ly found  fuccefsfui.     In  this  paper, 
the  directions  were  to  the  follow- 
ing effect :    "  Let  the  patient  be 
"  blooded  nine  or  ten  ounces ;  and 
"  afterwards  take  a  dram  and   a 
"  half  of  the  powder  every  morn- 
"  ing  faffing,    for   four  mornings 
"  fucceffively,    in  half  a   pint  of 
"  cows   milk  warm.     After  thefe 
"  four  dofes    are   taken,    the  pa- 
"  tient  mud  go  into  the  cold  bath, 
'5  or  a  cold  fpring,  or  river,  every 
"  morning   failing   for   a   month; 
"  he  muff   be  dipt  all   over,    but 
"  not  flay  in  (with  his  head  above 
"  water)   longer  than   half  a  mi- 
"  nute,  if  the  water  be  very  cold  : 
"  after  this,    he  mud  go  in  three 
"  times    a   week  for   a  fortnight 
"  longer."     In    the   year    1745, 
the   world  was    favoured    with    a 
new  edition  of  the  mechanical  ac- 
count of  poifons,  in  which  we  find 
the  fame  method  of  cure  again  re- 
commended, as  having,  inacourfe 
of  thirty   years  experience,    never 
failed  of  fuccefs,  where  it  had  been 
followed    before   the  hydrophobia 
begun.     It  is  greatly  to  be  wifh- 
ed,  that  the  efficacy  of  this  medi- 
cine in   preventing    thefe    terrible 
diforders,    was   ablblutely   certain, 
and  proved  by  incontestable  facts. 
Inftances   have  been   produced   of 
its  proving  unfuccefsful  ;  and  the 
many  examples   of  the  fatality  of 
the   difeafe  which  continually  oc- 
cur, feem   arguments  either  of  the 
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inefHcaey  of  the  medicine,  or  a 
ftrange  negligence  in  applying  it. 
We  fhall  only  farther  obferve,  that 
Boerhaave,  who  is  in  general  fuffi- 
ciently  liberal  in  the  commendation 
of  remedies,  ranks  this  among  thofe 
infigniiicant  trifles,  which  whoever 
depends  upon  will  find  himfelf  de- 
ceived. 

LIGNUM   ALOES,    vide  A- 

GALLOCHUM. 

,  LIGNUM  RHODIUM  [L.  E.] 
et  ASPALATHUS  [£.]  Rofe- 
wood,  a  wood  or  root,  brought 
from  the  Canary  Iflands  :  and  af- 
palathus,  a  Ample  of  confiderable 
efteem  among  the  ancients,  but 
which  has  not  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  later  times. 

The  writers  on  botany,  and  the 
materia  medica,  are  much  divided 
■about  the  lignum  rhodium,  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  plant 
which  affords  it,  but  likewife  in 
their  accounts  of  the  drug  itfelf, 
and  have  defcribed,  under  this 
name,  fimples  manifeffly  different. 
This  confufion  feems  to  have 
arifen  from  an  opinion ',  that  the 
rhodium  and  afpalathus  are  the 
•  fame  ;  whence  different  woods 
brought  into  Europe  for  the  un- 
known afpalathus,  were  fold  again 
by  the  name  of  rhodium. 

As  to  afpalathus,  the  ancients 
themfelves  difagree  ;  Diofcorides 
requiring  by  this  appellation  the 
wood  of  a  certain  fhrub  freed 
from  the  bark,  and  Galen  the 
bark  of  a  root.  At  prefent,  we 
have  nothing  under  this  name  in 
:the  fhops.  What  was  heretofore 
fold  among  us  as  afpalathus,  were 
pieces  of  a  pale  coloured  wood 
brought  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
more  commonly  called  calambac. 

The  lignum  rhodium  of  the 
-fhops  is  ufually  in  long  crooked 
pieces,  full  of  knots,  which  when 


cut,  appear  of  a  yellow-colour  like 
box,  with  a  reddifh  caft :  the  largefr, 
fmootheft,  moft  compact,  and  deep- 
eft  coloured  pieces  fhould  be  chofen : 
and  the  fmall,  thin,  or  pale  ones, 
rejected.     The  tafte  of  this  wood 
is  lightly  bitterifh,  and   fomewhat 
pungent  ;   its  fmell  very  fragrant, 
refembling    that    of  rofes  :     long 
kept,    it   feems    to  lofe  its  fmell; 
but   on   cutting,   or    rubbing    one 
piece  againft  another,  it  fmells  as 
well  as  at  firft.    .Diftilled  with  wa- 
ter, it  yields  an  odoriferous  effen- 
tial   oil,    in   very  fmall    quantity. 
Rhodium   is   at  prefent  in   efteem 
only  upon  account  of  its  oil,  which 
is  employed  as  an  high  and  agree- 
able   perfume,    in  fcenting  poma- 
tums, and  the  like.    But  if  we  may 
reafon  from  analogy,  this  odorife- 
rous   Ample  might    be  advantage- 
oufly   applied  to  nobler  purpofes  : 
a  tincture  of  it  in  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine,    which   contains  in  a    fmall 
volume  the  virtue  of  a  confiderable 
deal  of  the  wood,  bids  fair  to  prove 
a    ferviceable    cordial,     not    infe- 
rior perhaps  to  any   thing  of  this 
kind. 

LIGNUM  TINCTILI  CAM- 
PECHENSE  ;-  [L.  E.~\  lignum  Bra- 
filio  Jtmile,  ceeruleo  thigens  jf.  B.  * 
Campeachy  or  logwood ;  a  wood 
brought  from  Campeachy  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras.  This  is  ufually 
met  with  in  large  logs,  very  com- 
pact and  hard,  of  a  red  colour,  and 
an  aftrmgent  fweet  tafte.  It  has 
been  for  a  long  time  ufed  by  the 
dyers ;  but  not  till  very  lately  as  a 
medicine  :  a  decoction  of  it,  and 
the  extract,  are  in  ufe  in  our  hofpi- 
tals,  and  faid  to  have  proved  very 
,  ferviceable  in  diarrhoeas. 

LILIUM  ALBUM  ;  [E.]  Mum 
allum  ftore  ere3o  &  njulgare  C.  B. 
White  lily  ;  the  roots  and  flowers, 
This  is  cultivated  in  gardens,  more 
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for  the  beauty  of  its  flowers  than 
medicinal  ufe. 

LILIUM  CONVALLIUM  ; 
[is.]  lil'ium  conn) allium  album  C.  B. 
Lily  of  the  valley,  or  May  lily ; 
the  roots  and  flowers.  This  grows 
wild  in  woods  and  fhady  places, 
flowering  in  May. 

The  flowers  of  thefe  plants  are 
faid  to  be  cephalic  and  nervine. 
They  have  a,  pleafant  fweet  fmell, 
which  they  impart  by  infuiion  to 
exprefled  oils,  and  give  over  in 
diftillation  both  to  water  and  fpi- 
rit  ;  but  no  eflential  oil  has  been 
hitherto  obtained  from  them.  Ett- 
muller  fays,  that  the  diftilled  fpirit 
is  more  fragrant  than  the  water. 
The  roots  of  the  garden  lily  abound 
with  a  foft  mucilage,  and  hence 
they  have  been  ufed  externally  in 
emollient  and  maturating  cata- 
plafms.  Thofe  of  the  wild  lily  are 
very  bitter  :  dried,  they  are  faid  to 
prove  a  gentle  errhine  ;  as  alio  are 
the  flowers. 

LIMONES  ;  [L.  £.]  Lemons  ; 
the  fruit  of  the  malus  limonia  acida 
C.  B.  Their  juice,  yellow  rind, 
and  its  eflential  oil  called  eflence  of 
lemons.  The  juice  of  lemons,  is 
fimilar  in  quality  to  that  of  the  au- 
rantia  7nala  ;  (oranges)  from  which 
it  differs  only  in  being  more  acid. 
The  yellow  peel  is  an  elegant  aro- 
matic bitter,  and  as  fuch  is  fre- 
quently employed  in  ftomachic  tinc- 
tures and  infufions :  it  is  confidera- 
bly  hotter  than  orange  peel,  and 
yields  in  diftillation  with  water  a 
larger  quantity  of  eflential  oil  :  its 
flavour  is  neverthelefs  more  perifh- 
able,  yet  does  not  arife  fo  readily 
with  fpirit  of  wine  ;  for  a  fpirituous 
extract  made  from  lemon  peel  pof- 
fefles  the  aromatic  tafte  and  fmell 
of  the  fubject  in  much  greater  per- 
fection than  an  extract  prepared  in 
the  fame  manner  from  the  peels  of 
oranges. 
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LINARIA;  [E.]linaria  'vulga- 
ris lute  a  jlore  majore  C.  B.  Toad 
flax  ;  the  leaves.  This  grows  wild 
upon  banks  and  about  the  fides  of 
fields.  It  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  a 
powerful  diuretic  ;  whence  it  is 
named  by  Tragus  herba  urinalis ;  • 
by  others,  to  be  a  ftrong  cathartic, 
infomuch  that  Brunfefilus  has  called 
it  by  a  German  name  expreffing 
this  quality,  fcbeifskraut .  Experi- 
ence fcarcely  warrants  either  of 
thefe  appellations  ;  nor  does  com- 
mon practice  take  any  notice  of  the 
plant. 

LINGUA  CERVINA;  [£.] 
lingua  cervina  officinarum  C.  B- 
Harts-tongue;  the  leaves.  This 
plant  conflfts  of  a  number  of  long 
narrow  leaves,  without  any  ftalk : 
it  grows  upon  rocks  and  old  walls, 
and  remains  green  all  the  year. 
The  leaves  have  a  roughifh,  fome- 
what  glutinous  tafte,  like  that  of 
maidenhair,  but  more  difagree- 
able.  They  are  recommended  in 
obftruclions  of  the  vifcera,  and  for 
ftrengthening  their  tone ;  and  have 
fometimes  been  made  ufe  of  for 
thefe  intentions,  either  alone,  or  in 
conjunction  with  maidenhair,  or 
the  other  plants  called  capillary. 

LINUM  CATHARTICUM  ; 
[E.]  linum  pratenfe  flofculis  exiguis 
C.  B.  Purging-flux,  or  mill-moun- 
tain ;  the  leaves.  This  is  a  very 
fmall  plant,  not  above  four  or  five 
inches  high,foundwild  upon  chalky 
hills,  and  in  dry  pafture  grounds. 
Its  virtue  is  exprefled  in  its  title  : 
an  infuiion  in  water  or  whey  of  a 
handful  of  the  frefh  leaves,  or  a 
dram  of  them  in  fubftance  when 
dried,  are  faid  to  purge  without  in- 
convenience. 

LINUM  VULGARE;  [£.£.] 
limimfati'vumC.  B.  Common  flax  ; 
the   feed.      Linfeed  yields  to   the 
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prefs  a  considerable  quantity  of  oil; 
and  boiled  iu  water,  a  ftrong  muci- 
lage :  thefe  are  occafionally  made 
ufe  of  for  the  fame  purpofe  as  o- 
ther  fubftances  of  that  clafs ;  and 
fometimes  the  feeds  themfelves  in 
emollient  and  maturating  cata- 
plafms.  They  have  alfo  been  em- 
ployed in  Afia,  and,  in  times  of 
fcarcity,  in  Europe,  as  food ;  but 
are  not  agreeable,  or  in  general 
wholefome :  Tragus  relates  that 
thofe  who  fed  on  thefe  feeds,  in 
Zealand,  had  the  hypochondres 
much  diftended,  and  the  face  and 
other  parts  fwelled,  in  a  very  fhort 
time  ;  and  that  not  a  few  died  of 
thefe  complaints. 

LIQUIDAMBRA  ;  [£.]  Liquid- 
ambar ;  a  refinons  juice  which 
flows  from  a  large  tree  growing  in 
New  Spain,  Virginia,  and  other 
provinces  of  South  America.  This 
juice  is  at  firft  about  the  confiftence 
of  turpentine,  but  by  long  keeping 
hardens  in  a  refin  :  it  is  of  a  yel- 
low colour  inclining  to  red,  a  warm 
tafte,  and  a  fragrant  fmell  not  un- 
like that  of  ftorax  heightened  with 
a  little  ambergris.  It  was  formerly 
of  great  ufe  as  a  perfume,  but  is  at 
prefent  a  ftranger  to  the  ihops. 

LITHARGYRUS;  [L.  E.]  Li- 
tharge ;  a  preparation  of  lead,  u- 
fually  in  form  of  foft  flakes,  of  a 
yellowifh  reddifh  colour.  If  cal- 
cined lead  be  urged  with  a  hafty 
fire,  it  melts  into  the  appearance  of 
oil,  and  on  cooling  concretes  into 
litharge.  Greater!  part  of  the  li- 
tharge met  with  in  the  fhops,  is 
produced  in  the  purification  of  filver 
from  lead,  and  the  refining  of  gold 
and  filver  by  means  of  this  metal : 
according  to  the  degree  of  fire  and 
other  circumftances,  it  proves  of  a 
pals  or  deep  colour;  the  firft  is 
called  litharge  of  filver,  the  other 
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LITHOSPERMUM  ;  [£.]  R- 
thofpermttm  majus  ereftum  C.  B. 
Gromwell ;  the  feed.  This  is  found 
wild  in  dry  fields  and  hedges.  Its 
feeds  are  roundifh,  hard,  of  a  whit- 
ifh  colour,  like  little  pearls ;  and 
from  thefe  circumftances  have  been 
fuppofed  peculiarly  ferviceable  in 
calculous  diforders.  Their  tafte  is 
merely  farinaceous. 

LOTUS  URBANA;  [£.]  lotus 
hortenjis  odora  C.  B.  Sweet  tre- 
foil ;  the  leaves  and  feeds.  The 
flowers  of  this  plant  are  ftronger  in 
fmell  than  the  other  parts  :  thefe 
have  been  recommended  for  dia- 
phoretic, alexipharmac,  anodyne, 
and  other  virtues  ;  but  their  effects 
have  not  been  found  considerable 
enough  to  continue  them  in  prac- 
tice. ' 

LUJULA;  [L.  E.]  oxys  alba 
Gerard.  Wood  forrel ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  fmall  plant,  growing  wild 
in  woods.  In  tafte  and  medical 
qualities,  it  is  fimilar  to  the  com- 
mon  forrel  (fee  the  article  acetefa) 
but  considerably  more  grateful,  and 
hence  is  preferred  by  the  college. 
Boiled  with  milk,  it  forms  an  a- 
greeable  whey ;  and  beat  with  fu- 
gar,  a  very  elegant  conferve,  which 
has  been  for  fome  time  kept  in  the 
fhops,  and  is  now  received  in  the 
difpenfatory. 

LUMBRICI  et  LIMACES  TER- 
RESTRES  ;  [£.]  Earth-worms  and 
fnails.  Both  thefe  are  fuppofed  to 
cool  and  cleanfe  the  vifcera.  The 
latter,  from  their  abounding  with  a 
vifcid  glutinous  juice,  are  recom- 
mended as  a  rcftorative  inconfump- 
tions :  for  this  purpofe,  they  are 
directed  to  be  boiled  in  milk ;  and 
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thus  managed,  they  may  poffibly 
be  of  lbme  fervice.  They  give  over 
nothing  in  diftillation  either  with 
water  or  fpirit ;  and  hence  the  di- 
ftilled  waters  of  them,  though  for- 
merly in  great  efteem,  are  not  found 
to  have  any  of  the  virtues  which  the 
animals  th'emfelves  are  fuppofed  to 
pofiefs. 

LUPINUS  ;  [£.]  lupinus  vulga- 
ris, femine  £ff  fiore  albo,  fativus 
J.  B.  White  lupines  ;  the  feeds. 
Thefe  have  a  leguminous  tafte,  ac- 
companied with  a  difagreeabie  bit- 
ter one.  They  are  faid  to  be  an- 
thelmintic, both  internally  taken, 
and  applied  externally.  Cafpar 
Hoffman  cautions  againft  their  in- 
ternal ufe,  and  tells  us  (from  one 
of  the  Arabian  writers)  that  they 
have  fometimes  occafioned  death. 
Simon  Paulli  alfo  fays,  that  he  faw 
a  boy  of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age, 
after  taking  a  dram  of  thefe  feeds 
in  powder,  feized  with  exquifite 
pains  of  the  abdomen,  a  difficulty 
of  refpiration,  and  almoft  total  loi's 
of  voice  ;  and  that  he  was  relieved 
from  thefe  complaints  by  a  glyfter 
of  milk  and  fugar,  which  brought 
away  a  vafl  quantity  of  worms. 
We  would  obferve,  with  Mr.  Geof- 
froy,  that  either  thefe  fymptoms 
were  owing  to  the  worms,  and  not 
to  the  medicine  ;  or  that  thefe  feeds, 
if  they  have  any  noxious  quality, 
lofe  it,  with  their  bitternefs,  in 
boiling  ;  fince  they  were  commonly 
ufed  among  the  Greeks  as  food, 
and  recommended  by  Galen  as  very 
whoiefome. 

LUPULUS  ;  [E.]  convolvulus 
ferennis,  beieroclitus,  fioribus  her- 
baceis,  capfulis  foliaceis  Jirobili  in* 
fiar  Mori/.  Hops  ;  the  loofe  leafy 
heads  which  grow  on  'the  tops  of 
the  ftalks.  Thefe  are  one  of  the 
moll  agreeable  of  the  ftrong  bit- 
ters,  though  rarely  employed   for 
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any  medicinal  purpofes.  Their 
principal  confumption  is  in  malt 
liquors,  which  they  render  lefs  glu- 
tinous, and  difpofe  to  pafs  off  more 
freely  by  urine. 

MACIS  ;  [L.  E.]  Mace;  one  of 
the  coverings  of  the  nutmeg  (fee 
the  article  tmx  mofchaia.)  This 
fpice,  confidered  as  the  fubjecl:  both 
of  medicine  and  of  pharmacy,  a- 
grees  nearly  with  the  nutmeg  The 
principal  difference  is,  that  mace  is 
fomewhat  lefs  aftringent,  yields  to 
the  prefs  a  more  fluid  oil,  and  in 
diftillation  a  more  volatile  one : 
what  is  called  in  the  fhops  expreffed 
oil  of  mace,  is  prepared  not  from 
this  fpice,  but  from  the  nutmeg. 

MAGIST-RANTIA,  vide  Impe- 

RATORIA. 


MAJORANA  3 
rana  vulgaris  C.  B 
ram  ;   the   leaves. 


\L.  E.j  majo- 
Sweet  marjo- 

Marjoram  is 
raifed  annually  in  our  gardens  for 
culinary,  as  well  as  medicinal  ufes ; 
the  feeds  are  ufually  procured  from 
the  fouthern  parts  of  France, 
where  the  plant  grows  wild.  It  is 
a  moderately  warm  aromatic,  yield- 
ing its  virtues  both  to  aqueous  and 
fpirituous  liquors  by  infufion,  and 
to  water  in  diftillation.  It  is  prin- 
cipally celebrated  in  diforders  of  the 
head  and  nerves,  and  in  the  hu- 
moural  afthmas  and  catarrhs  of  old 
people.  The  powder  of  the  leaves 
proves  an  agreeable  errhine,  and 
hence  enters  the  fternutatory  pow- 
der of  the  fhops. 

MALABATHRUM  ;  [L.  E.] 
folium  cina??io?ni  five  canellce  Mala- 
varica  Ss5  Javanenfis  C.  B.  Indian 
leaf.  This  leaf  is  of  a  green  co- 
lour, firm  texture,  very  fmooth  on 
one  fide,  lefs  fo  on  the  other,  on 
which  run  three  remarkable  ribs 
through  its  whole  length.     Lemery 

and" 
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land  Pomet  affirm,  that  thefe  leaves 
have  no  perceptible  fmell  or  tafte  ; 
Herman  and  others,  that  they  have 
a  very  great  fhare  of  both :  thofe 
met  with  in  our  Ihops  have  little  or 
no  fmell  till  they  are  well  rubbed, 
when  they  emit  an  agreeable  fpicy 
odour  :  on  chewing,  they  are  found 
to  have  a  faint  tafte,  fomewhat  of 
the  clove  kind.  This  drug  is  of 
no  farther  ufe  in  medicine,  than  as 
an  ingredient  in  the  mithridate  and 
theriaca  ;  and  is,  when  in  its  great- 
eft  perfection,  much  inferior  to  the 
mace,  which  our  college  direct  as 
a  fuccedaneum  to  it. 

MALVA  ;  [L.  E.]  mafoa  fyl- 
•veftris  folio  finuato  C.  B.  Mallow  ; 
the  leaves,  flowers,  and  feeds.  Thefe 
have  a  fomewhat  mucilaginous 
fweetifh  tafte.  The  leaves  are 
ranked  the  nrft  of  the  four  emol- 
lient herbs :  they  were  formerly  of 
fome  efteem,  in  food,  for  loofening 
the  belly  ;  at  prefent  decoctions  of 
them  are  fometimes  employed  in 
dyfenteries,  heat  and  fharpnefs  of 
urine,  and  in  general  for  obtunding 
acrimonious  humours  :  their  prin- 
cipal ufe  is  in  emollient  glyfters, 
cataplafms,  and  fomentations. ' 

MALA ;  [EJ]  fruRus  mali  Jati- 
<vee  Rait.  Apples.  All  the  forts  of 
apples  have  the  common  quality 
of  cooling  and  abating  thirft :  the 
more  acid  kinds  loofen  the  belly ; 
the  auftere  have  rather  a  contrary 
effecL 

MALA  SYLVESTRIA;  [£.] 
fruBus  mali  fyl<vejlris  acido  fruSu 
Tourn.  Crab  apples  or  wildings. 
Thefe  are  fo  acid  as  not  to  be  eat- 
able :  their  juice  called  verjuice, 
has  fometimes  fupplied  the  place  of 
vinegar,  and  has  been  made  an  in- 
gredient in  cooling  and  reftringent 
gargarifms.      At  prefent  they   are 


fckrce  ever  employed  for  any  me* 
dicinal  ufe. 

MANDRAGORA;  [£.]  man- 
dragora  fru£lu  rotunda  C.  B.  Man- 
drake ;  the  leaves.  The  qualities 
of  this  plant  are  very  doubtful  :  it 
has  a  ftrong  difagreeable  fmell  re- 
fembling  that  of  the  narcotic  herbs, 
to  which  clafs  it  is  ufually  referred. 
It  has  rarely  been  any  otherwife 
made  ufe  of  in  medicine,  than  as 
an  ingredient  in  one  of  the  old  offi- 
cinal unguents. 

MANNA  ;  [L.  E.I  the  juice  of 
certain  trees  of  the  afh  kind  (grow- 
ing in  Italy  and  Sicily)  either  natu- 
rally concreted  on  the  plants,  or 
exficcated  and  purified  by  art.  There 
are  feveral  forts  of  manna  in  the 
fhops.  The  larger  pieces,  called 
flake  manna,  are  ufually  preferred; 
though  the  fmaller  grains  are  e- 
qually  as  good,  provided  they  are 
white,  or  of  a  pale  yellow  colour, 
very  light,  of  a  fweet  not  unplea- 
fant  tafte,  and  free  from  any  vifible 
impurities.  Some  people  injudici- 
■  dully  prefer  the  fat  honey-like 
manna  to  the  foregoing :  this  has 
either  been  expofed  to. a  moift  air, 
or  damaged  by  fea  or  other  water. 
This  kind  of  manna  is  faid  to  be 
fometimes  counterfeited  by  a  com- 
pofition  of  fugar  and  honey,  mixed 
with  a  little  fcammony :  there  is 
alfo  a  factitious  manna,  which  is 
white  and  dry,  faid  to  be  compofed 
of  fugar,  manna,  and  fome  purga- 
tive ingredient,  boiled  to  a  proper 
confiftence  ;  this  maybe  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  its  weight,  folidity,  imtranf- 
parent  whitenefs,  and  by  its  tafte, 
which  is  different  from  that  of 
manna. 

Manna  is  a  mild,  agreeable  laxa- 
tive, and  may  be  given  with  fafety 
to  children  and  pregnant  women  : 
neverthelcfs,  in  fome  particular  con- 
ftitutions, 
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ftitutions,  it  a£ts  very  unkindly, 
producing  flatulencies  and  diftenfion 
of  the  vifcera  ;  thefe  inconveniences 
may  be  prevented  by  the  addition 
of  any  grateful  warm  aromatic. 
Manna  operates  (o  weakly  as  not 
to  produce  the  full  effect  of  a  ca- 
thartic, unlefs  taken  in  large  dofes, 
and  hence  it  is  rarely  exhibited  in 
this  intention  by  itfelf.  It  may  be 
commodioufly  diffolved  in  the  pur- 
ging mineral  waters,  or  joined  to 
the  cathartic  falts,  fena,  rhubarb, 
or  the  like.  Geoffroy  recommends 
acuating  it  with  a  few  grains  of 
emetic  tartar  ;  the  mixture  is  to  be 
divided  into  feveral  dofes,  each  con- 
taining; one  grain  of  the  emetic  tar- 
tar  :  by  this  management,  he  fays, 
bilious  ferum  will  be  plentifully  e- 
vacuated,  without  any  naufea, 
gripes,  or  other  inconvenience.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  the  efficacy  of 
this  drug  is  greatly  promoted,  (if 
the  account  of  Valliihieri  is  to  be 
relied  on)  by  a  fubftance  which  is 
itfelf  very  flow  of  operation,  cafia. 
(Seethe  article  Casia.) 

MARGARITA ;[l.E]  Pearls ; 
fmall  concretions,  of  a  traniparent 
vvhitenefs,  found  on  the  infide  of 
the  fhell  of  the  concha  margaritifera 
or  mother-of-pearl  fifh,  as  alio  of 
certain  oyfters,  muffels,  and  other 
fhell  fifhes.  The  pearls  moft  e- 
fteemed  are  brought  from  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies,  and  diftinguifhed 
by  the  names  of  oriental  and  occi- 
dental ;  the  oriental,  which  are  va- 
lued moft,  have  a  more  mining 
filver  hue  than  the  occidental  ; 
thefe  laft  are  fomewhat  milky :  a 
fort  inferior  to  both  thefe  is  fome- 
times  met  with  in  our  own  feas, 
particularly  on  the  coafts  of  Scot- 
land. The  coarfe,  rough  pearls, 
and  the  very  fmall  ones  which  are 
unfit  for  other  ufes,  are  thofe  ge- 
nerally employed  in  medicine.  They 
have  been  greatly  celebrated  as  cor- 


dial, alexipharmac,  and, comforting 
the  nerves  :  but  the  only  virtue  that 
can  be  reafonably  expe&ed  from 
them  is  that  of  abforbing  acidities 
in  the  prima;  vise,  in  which  inten- 
tion they  enter  three  of  the  offici- 
nal powders.  Their  comparative 
ftrength,  with  regard  to  the  other 
abforbents,  may  be  feen  in  page  5. 

MARRUBIUM;  [L.  £.]  mar- 
rubium  album  <vulgare  C.  B.  White 
horehound  ;  the  leaves.  Thefe  have 
a  very  ftrong,  not  difagreeable 
fmell,  and  a  roughifh  very  bitter 
tafte.  Befides  the  virtues  which 
they  poffefs  in  common  with  other 
ftrong  bitters,  they  are  fuppofed  to 
be  peculiarly  ferviceable  in  hu- 
moural  afthmas  and  coughs,  the 
yellow  jaundice  proceeding  from  a 
vifcidity  of  the  bile,  and  other 
chronical  diforders.  They  are  cer- 
tainly a  powerful  aperient  and  de- 
obftruent,  promote  the  fluid  fecre- 
tions  in  general,  and  liberally 
taken,  loofen  the  belly. 

MARUM  SYRIA  CUM;  [L.  E.] 
marum  cortup.  J.  B.  Chama'drys 
?naritima  incana  frutefcens  foliis  lan- 
ceolatis  Tourn.  Syrian  herb  ma- 
ftich  ;  the  leaves.  This  is  a  fmall 
fhrubby  plant,  growing  fpontane- 
oufly  in  Syria,  Candy,  and  other 
warm  climates,  and  cultivated  with 
us  in  gardens.  The  leaves  have  an 
aromatic  bitterifh  tafte  ;  and,  when 
rubbed  betwixt  the  fingers,  a  quick 
pungent  fmell,  which  foon  affefts 
the  head,  and  occafions  fneezing : 
diftilled  with  water,  they  yield  a 
very  acrid,  penetrating  effential 
oil,  refembling  one  obtained  by 
the  fame  means  from  fcurvygrafs. 
Thefe  qualities  fufficiently  point 
out  the  ufes  to  which  this  plant 
might  be  applied  ;  at  prefent,  it  is 
little  otherwife  employed  than  in 
cephalic  fnuffs. 

MARUM 
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MARUM  VULGARE ;  [L.  E. 

fampfucus  Jive  marum  majticben  re- 
dolens  C.  B.  Thymbra  Hifpanica 
raajoranee  folio  Ttiuru.  Herb  ma- 
ftich;  the  leaves.  This  pungent 
aromatic  plant  alfo  is  become  al- 
jnoft  a  ftranger  to  practice. 


with  which  the  matricaria  agrees  in 
feniible  qualities  except  in  being 
weaker. 


MASTICHE  ;  [I.  £.]  Maftkh ; 
a  refin  exuding  from  the  lentifc 
tree  (fee  lentifcus)  and  brought  from 
Chio,  in  fmall,  yellowifh,  tranfpa- 
rent  grains  or  tears,  of  an  agreea- 
ble fmell,  efpecially  when  hqated 
or  fet  on  fire.  This  refin  is  re- 
commended in  old  coughs,  dyfen- 
teries,  haemoptoes,  weaknefs  of  the 
ilomach,  and  in  general  in  all  de- 
bilities and  laxity  of  the  fibres. 
GeofFroy  directs  an  aqueous  decoc- 
tion of  it  to  be  ufed  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  :  but  \gater  extracts  little  or 
nothing  from  this  refm ;  rectified 
fpirit  almoft  entirely  difTolves  it : 
the  folution  taftes  very  warm  and 
pungent. 

MATRICARIA  ;  [L.  E]  ma- 
tricaria vulgaris  feu  fativa  C.  B. 
Common  wild  featherfew  or  fever- 
few;  the  leaves  and  flowers.  This 
is  a  celebrated  antihyfteric  :  Simon 
Pairlli  relates,  that  he  has  experi- 
enced mo  ft  happy  effects  from  it 
in  obftru&ions  of  the  uterine  eva- 
cuations ;  I  have  often  feen,  fays 
lie,  from  the  ufe  of  a  decoction  of 
matricaria  and  chamaemel  flowers 
with  a  little  mugwovt,  hyfteric  com- 
plaints inftantly  relieved,  the  dis- 
charge fucceed  plentifully,  and  the 
patient,  from  a  lethargic  ftate,  re- 
turn as  it  were  into  life  again. 
Matricaria.is  likewise  recommended 
in  fundry  other  diforders,  as  a  warm 
ftimulating  bitter :  all  that  bitters 
and  carminatives  can  do,  fays  Geof- 
froy,  may  be  expected  from  this. 
It  is  undoubtedly  a  medicine  of 
fome  ufe  in  thefe  cafes,  though  not 
equal  to  chamaemel  flowers  alone, 
4 


MECHOACANNA  ;  [£.]  the 
root  of  an  American  convolvulus, 
brought  chiefly  from  Mechoacan, 
a  province  of  Mexico,  in  thin  flices 
like  jalap,  but  larger,  and  of  a 
whitifh  colour.  It  was  firft  intro- 
duced among  us  (about  the  year 
1524)  as  a  purgative  universally 
fafe,  and  capable  of  evacuating  all 
morbific  humours  from  the  moft 
remote  parts  of  the  body.  Soon 
as  jalap  became  known,  mechoacan 
gradually  loft  its  reputation,  which 
it  has  never  fmce  been  able  to  re- 
trieve. It  is  neverthelefs  by  fome 
ftill  deemed  an  ufeful  cathartic : 
it  has  very  little  fmell  or  tafte,  and 
is  not  apt  to  offend  the  ftomach; 
its  operation  is  flow,  but  effectual 
and  fafe ;  GeofFroy  affirms,  that 
there  is  fcarce  any  purgative  accom- 
panied with  fewer  inconveniences. 
It  feems  to  differ  from  jalap  only 
in  being  weaker  ;  the  refins  obtain- 
ed from  both  have  nearly  the  fame 
qualities,  but  jalap  yields  five  or 
fix  times  as  much  as  mechoacan ; 
hence  it  is  found  neceffary  to  ex- 
hibit the  latter  in  fix  times  the  dofe 
of  the  former,  to  produce  the  fame 
effects. 

MEL;  [L.  EJ]  Honey  is  a  ve- 
getable juice,  obtained  from  the 
honey-comb,  either  by  feparating 
the  combs,  and  laying  them  flat 
upon  a  fieve,  through  which  the 
honey  fpontaneoufly  percolates  ;  or 
by  including  the  comb  in  canvas 
bags,  and  forcing  the  honey  out  by 
a  prefs :  the  firft  fort  is  the  pureft ; 
the  latter  is  found  to  contain  a  good 
deal  of  the  matter  of  which  the 
comb  is  formed,  and  fundry  other 
impurities  :  there  is  another  fort 
ftill  inferior  to  the  two  foregoing, 
obtained  by  heating  the  combs  be- 
fore 
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fore  they  are  put  into  the  prefs. 
The  beft  fort  is  thick,  of  a  whitilh 
colour,  an  agreeable  fmell,  and  a 
very  pleafant  tafle  :  both  the  co- 
lour and  flavour  differ  according 
to  the  plants  which  the  bees  collect 
it  from  :  that  of  Narbonne  in  France, 
where  rofemary  abounds,  is  faid  to 
have  a  very  manifeft  flavour  of  that 
plant,  and  to  be  imitable  by  add- 
ing to  other  honey  an  infufion  of 
rofemary  flowers.  .  Honey,  confi- 
dered  as  a  medicine,  is  a  very  ufe- 
ful  detergent  and  aperient,  power- 
fully diflblving  vifcid  juices,  and 
promoting  the  expectoration  of 
tough  phlegm  :  in  fome  particular 
conititutions  it  has  an  inconvenience 
of  griping  or  proving  purgative; 
this  is  faid  to  be  in  fome  meafure 
prevented,  by  previously  boiling 
the  honey. 

MELAMPODIUM,  vide  Hel- 

LEBORUS    NIGER. 

MELILOTUS  ;  [£.]  trifollum 
odoratmn  feu  mel'dotus  vulgaris  J.  B. 
Melilot ;  the  leaves  and  flowers. 
This  grows  wild  in  hedges  and 
among  corn  ;  and  has  likewife,  for 
medicinal  ufes,  been  cultivated  in 
gardens.  The  green  herb  has  no 
remarkable  fmell ;  when  dry,  a 
pretty  ftrong  one  :  the  tafle  is 
roughifli,  bitter,  and  if  long  chew- 
ed, naufeous.  A  decoction  of  this 
herb  has  been  recommended  in  in- 
flammations of  the  abdomen  ;  and 
a  decoction  of  the  flowers  in  the 
flaor  albus.  But  modern  practice 
rarely  employs  it  any  otherwife 
than  in  emollient  and  carminative 
glyfters,  and  in  fomentations,  ca- 
taplafms,  and  the  like  ;  and  in  thefe 
not  often.  It  formerly  gave  name 
to  one  of  the  officinal  plafters, 
which  received  from  the  melilot  a 
green  colour,  but  no  particular 
virtue. 
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MELISSA;  [L.E.]  weliffa  bor- 
tenjis  C.  B.  Balm ;  the  leaves. 
This  plant,  when  in  perfection,  has 
a  pleafant  fmell,  fomewhat  of  the 
lemon  kind ;  and  a  moderately  aro- 
matic fubacrid  tafle.  The  young 
ihoots  have  the  ftrongeft  flavour : 
the  flowers,  the  herb  itfelf  when 
old,  or  produced  in  very  moift  rich 
foils  or  rainy  feafons,  are  much 
weaker  both  in  fmell  and  tafle. 
Balm  is  appropriated,  by  the  wri- 
ters on  the  materia  medica,  to  the 
head,  ftomach,  and  uterus  ;  and  in 
all  diforders  of  thefe  parts  is  fup- 
pofed  to  do  extraordinary  fervice. 
So  high  an  opinion  have  fome  of 
the  chemifls  entertained  of  balm, 
that  they  have  expecled  to  find  in 
it  a  medicine  which  fhould  prolong 
life  beyond  the  ufual  period.  The 
prefent  practice  however  holds  it  in 
no  great  efteem,  and  ranks  it  (where 
it  certainly  deferves  to  be)  among 
the  weaker  aromatics  :  in  diflilla- 
tion,  it  yields  an  elegant  eflential 
oil,  but  in  exceeding  fmall  quan- 
tity ;  the  remaining  decoction  taftes 
roughifh.  Strong  infufions  of  the 
herb,  drank  as  tea,  and  continued 
for  fome  time,  have  done  fervice  in 
a  weak  lax  ftate  of  the  vifcera : 
thefe  liquors,  lightly  acidulated 
with  juice  of  lemons,  turn  of  a  fine 
reddifh  colour,  and  prove  an  ufeful, 
and  to  many  a  very  grateful  drink, 
in  dry  parching  fevers. 

MELO ;  IE.]  Melon  ;  the  feeds. 
Thefe  fland  among  the  four  greater 
cold  feeds.  They  have  been  fome- 
times  ufed,  with  the  others  of  that 
clafs,  as  cooling  and  emollient  ; 
but  are  at  prefent  little  taken  no- 
tice of. 


MENTHA 
Nepeta. 


CATARIA;    vide 


MENTHA 
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MENTHA  VULGARIS ;  [L.E.] 
mentha  anguftifolia  fptcata  C.  B. 
Garden  or  fpearmint;  the  leaves. 
The  leaves  of  mint  have  a  warm, 
roughifh,  fomewhat  bitterifh  tafte ; 
and  a  ftrong,  not  unpleafant,  aro- 
matic fmell.  T  heir  virtues  are  thofe 
of  a  warm,  ftomachic  and  carmi- 
native :  in  lofs  of  appetite,  naufess, 
continual  retchings  to  vomit,  and 
(as  Boerhaave  exprelfes  it)  almoft 
paralytic  weakneffes  of  the  ftomach, 
there  are  few  fimples  perhaps  of 
equal  efficacy.  In  colicky  pains, 
the  gripes  to  which  children  are 
fubject,  lienteries  and  other  kinds 
of  immoderate  fluxes,  this  plant 
frequently  does  good  fervice.  It 
likewife  proves  beneficial  to  fundry 
hyfteric  cafes,  and  affords  an  ul'eful 
cordial  in  languors  and  other  weak- 
nefles confequent  upon  delivery. 
The  belt  preparations  for  thefe 
purpofes  are,  a  ftrong  infufion  made 
from  the  dry  leaves  in  water  (which 
js  much  fuperior  to  one  from  the 
green  herb)  or  rather  a  tincture  or 
extract  prepared  with  rectified  fpi- 
rit.  Thefe  poffefs  the  whole  vir- 
tues of  the  mint:  the  efTential  oil 
and  diftilled  water  contain  only  the 
aromatic  part;  the  exprefTed  juice 
only  the  aftringency  and  bitterifh- 
nefs,  together  with  the  mucilagi- 
nous fubftance  common  to  all  ve- 
getables. 

MENTASTRUM;  [£.]  men- 
taflrum  fpicaium  folio  hngicre  candi- 
canti  J.  B.  Horfe  mint ;  the  leaves. 
This  and  feveral  other  forts  of  mint 
are  found  wild  in  moift  meadows, 
maifhes,  and  en  the  brinks  of  ri- 
are  much  leis  agree- 
than  fpearmint,  and 
a  hot  unpleafant  bit- 


vers.     They 
able  in  fmell 
have  more  of 
ternefs. 


MENTHA  PIPERITTS;  [Z.] 
tnentba  fpicis  brcvioribus  Cif  babitio- 
ribus,  joins    wentka   fujea,    fapore 


ferindo  piperis  Raii  Jynopf.  Pepper- 
mint; the  leaves.  This  fpecies 
has  been  lately  introduced  into 
practice,  and  received  for  the  firft 
time  in  our  prefent  pharmacopoeia  : 
very  few  of  the  botanical  or  medi- 
cal writers  make  mention  of  it ;  it 
grows  wild  in  fome  parts  of  Eng- 
land, in  moift  watery  places,  but  is 
much  lefs  common  than  the  other 
forts.  The  leaves  have  a  more  pe- 
netrating fmell  than  any  of  the 
other  mints,  and  a  much  warmer, 
pungent,  glowing  tafte  like  pepper, 
finking  as  it  were  into  the  tongue. 
The  principal  ufe  of  this  herb  is  in 
flatulent  colics,  languors,  and  other 
like  diforders  :  it  feems  to  act  as 
foon  as  taken,  and  extend  its  ef- 
fects through  the  whole  fyftem, 
inftantly  communicating  a  glowing 
warth.  Water  extracts  the  whole 
of  the  pungency  of  this  herb  by 
infufion,  and  elevates  it  in  diftilla- 
tion. 

MERCURIALIS  ;  [£.]  menu- 
rialis  tefticulata  Ji<ve  mas,  &  fpicatq 
Jive  fcemina,  Diofcoridis  &  Plinii 
C.  B.  Male  and  female  French 
mercury  ;  the  leaves.  Thefe  ftand 
among  the  five  emollient  herbs ; 
and  in  this  intention  are  fometimes 
made  ufe  of  in  glyfters.  A  fyrup 
made  from  the  leaves,  given  in  the 
dofe  of  two  ounces,  is  faid  to  prove 
a  mild  and  ufeful  laxative. 

There  is  another  fort  of  mercu- 
rialis  growing  in  woods  and  hedges, 
which  though  recommended  by 
fome  botanic  writers,  as  having  the 
fame  virtues  with  the  foregoing, 
and  as  more  palatable,  has  been 
lately  found  poffefled  of  noxious 
qualities.  (See  Raii  Synopf.  edit.  3. 
page  138.  Phil.  Tranf.  abr.  Lonv- 
thcrp,  ii.  640.)  This  may  be  dillin- 
guilhed  from  the  foregoing  by  its 
being  a  perennial  plant,  larger, 
having  its  leaves  rough,  and  the 
flalk  not  at  all  branched.  The 
officinal 
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efficinal  fort  is  named  by  Linnaeus 
mercurialis  cattle  bracbiato,  folds 
glabrh  ;  the  poifonous  mercurialis 
caule  fmplicijfmo,  folds  fcabris ;  it 
is  commonly  called  dogs  mercury. 


MERCURIUS, 

TUM  VIVUM. 


vide   Argen- 


MESPILUS  ;  [£.]  mefpilus  vul- 
garis J.  B.  The  medlar  tree ;  its 
fruit.  Medlars  are  fcarce  ever  made 
ufe  of  for  any  medicinal  purpofes. 
They  have  a  very  auftere  aftringent 
tafte,  infomuch  as  not  to  be  eat- 
able until  mellowed  by  keeping. 

MEUM  ATHAMANTICUM ; 
\L.  E.~]  meum  folds  anethi  C.  B. 
Spignel ;  the  root.  Spignel  is  an 
umbelliferous  plant,  found  wild  in 
Italy,  and  the  warmer  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, and  fometimes  alfo  in  Eng- 
land. The  roots  have  a  pleafant 
aromatic  fmell,  and  a  warm,  pun- 
gent, bitterifh  tafte  :  in  virtue,  they 
are  fimilar  to  the  Icvijlicuvi,  from 
which  this  root  feems  to  differ  only 
in  being  weaker,  and  fomewhat 
more  agreeable.  It  is  an  ufeful 
aromatic  and  carminative,  though 
at  prefent  little  regarded. 

MEZEREON  ;  [£.]  laureola  fo- 
lio deciduo,  fore  purpureo,  cficinis 
laureola  fczmina  C.  B.  Mezereon 
or  ipurge-olive  ;  the  root,  bark  and 
berries.  Thefe  are  flrong  purga- 
tives, fimilar  in  quality  to  the  lau- 
reola or  fpurge  laurel,  of  which  in 
its  place. 

MILIUM  ;  [E.~\  tmlium  fmim 
luteo  C.  B.  Millet  ;  the  feed. 
Thefe  feeds  are  frequently  employ- 
ed in  food,  but  hardly  ever  as  me- 
dicines :  they  are  fufiiciently  nutri- 
tious, and  not  difficult  of  digeftion. 


MILIUM    SOLIS, 

THOSPER^lUM. 


vide    Li- 


MILLEFOLIUM;    [£.]   milk. 

folium  tndgare  album,  iff  millefolium 
purpureum  C.  B.  Milfoil  or  yar- 
row ;  the  leaves.  This  grows  plen- 
tifully about  the  fides  of  fields,  and 
on  dry  commons,  flowering  great- 
er! part  of  the  fummer.  The  leaves 
have  a  rough  bitterifh  tafte,  and  a 
faint  aromatic  fmell.  Their  virtues 
are  thofe  of  a  very  mild  aftringent, 
and  as  fuch  they  Hand  recommend- 
ed in  hsemorrhagies  both  internal 
and  external,  diarrhoeas,  debility 
and  laxity  of  the  fibres ;  and  like- 
wife  in  fpafmodic  hyfterical  affec- 
tions. In  thefe  cafes,  fome  of  the 
Germans  have  a  very  high  opinion 
of  this  herb,  particularly  Stahl,  who 
efteems  it  a  very  effectual  aftrin- 
gent, and  in  his  language,  one  of 
the  moft  certain  tonics  and  feda- 
tives.  Its  virtues  are  extracted  in 
greateft  perfection  by  proof  fpirit : 
water  takes  up  its  aftringency  and 
bitternefs,  but  little  of  its  aromatic 
flavour ;  tinctures  made  in  rectified 
fpirit  contain  the  latter,  with  little 
of  the  former. 

The  flowers  of  milfoil  are  confi- 
derably  ftronger  in  aromatic  flavour 
than  the  leaves  ;  in  diftillation, 
they  yield  a  fmall  quantity  of  ef- 
fential  oil,  of  an  elegant  blue  co- 
lour. 

The  roots,  taken  up  in  the  fpring, 
have  an  agreeable,  warm,  pungent 
tafte :  Dr.  Grew  refembles  them 
to  contrayerva,  and  imagines  they 
might  in  fome  meafure  fupply  its 
place  j  this,  however,  is  greatly 
to  be  doubted,  fmce  there  is  fuch 
a  remarkable  difference  betwixt  the 
two,  that  whilft  one  retains  its  tafte 
for  a  length  of  time  after  it  has  been 
brought  to  us  from  America,  the 
tafte  of  the  other  is  in  great  meafure 
loft  by  drying. 

MILLEPEDE  ;  [L.  E.]  Wood- 
lice,  hoglice,  flaters.     Thefe  infects 
are  found   in  cellars,  under  ftones, 
M  and 
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and  in  cold  moift  places :  in  the 
warmer  countries  they  are  rarely 
met.with.  Millepedes  have  a  faint 
difagreeable  fmell,  and  a  fomewhat 
pungent,  fweetifh,  naufeous  tafte. 
They  have  been  highly  celebrated 
in  fuppreffions  of  urine,  in  all  kinds 
of  obftru&ions  of  the  bowels,  in 
thejaundice,  weaknefs  of  fight,  and 
a  variety  of  other  diforders.  Whe- 
ther they  have  any  juft  title  to  thefe 
virtues,  is  greatly  to  be  doubted  : 
thus  much  is  certain,  that  their  real 
effects  come  far  ihort  of  the  cha- 
racter ufually  given  of  them. 

MINIUM  ;  [L.  E.]  Red  lead  ; 
lead  calcined  to  rednefs.  See  the 
article  Plumbum. 

MORSUS  DIABOLI ;  [E.]fca- 
hlofa  pratenfis  nofiras  .  prarmorfa  ra- 
dke  Mori/on.  Devils  bit ;  the  leaves 
and  roots.  Thefe  ftand  recom- 
mended as  alexipharmacs,  but  they 
have  long  given  place  to  medicines 
of  greatly  efficacy. 

MORUS  ;  [L.  E.]  moras  fruBu 
nigro  C.  B.  The  mulberry  tree ; 
its  fruit  [L.  E.~\  and  the  bark  of  the 
roots  [is.]  This  tree  is  commonly 
cultivated  on  account  of  its  fruit, 
which  is  rather  eaten  for  pleafure 
than  ufed  as  a  medicine  :  it  has  the 
common  qualities  of  the  other  fweet 
fruits,  abatingheat,  quenching thirft, 
and  promoting  the  grofier  fecre- 
tions ;  an  agreeable  fyrup  made 
from  the  juice,  is  kept  in  the  fhops. 
The  bark  of  the  roots  has  been 
in  confiderable  efteem  as  a  vermi- 
fuge ;  its  tafte  is  bitter,  and  fome- 
what aftringent. 

MOSCHUS;  [L.E.]  Mufk:  a 
grumous  fubftance  like  clotted 
blood,  found  in  a  little  bag  fituated 
near  the  umbilical  region  of  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  animal  met  with  in 
China,  Tartary,  and  die  Eafl  In- 


dies :  the  beft  mufk  is  brought  from 
Tonquin,  an  inferior  fort  from  A- 
gria  and  Bengal,  and  a  ftill  worfe 
from  Ruffia. 

Fine  mufk  comes  to  us  in  round, 
thin  bladders ; '  which  are  generally 
about  the  ftze  of  a  pigeon's  egg, 
covered   with    fhort    brown    hairs, 
well   filled,    and  without    any    ap- 
pearance of  having  been  opened. 
The  mufk  itfelf  is  dry,  with  a  kind 
of  un&uoftty,    of  a  dark    reddifh 
brown,    or   rufty   blackifh    colour, 
in  fmall  round  grains,   with  very 
few  hard  black  clots,  and  perfectly 
free  from  any  fandy  or  other  vifible 
foreign    matter.     If  chewed,    and 
rubbed  with  a  knife  on  paper,    it 
looks    fmooth,    bright,    yellowifh, 
and  free  from  grittinefs.     Laid  on 
a  red  hot  iron,    it  catches  flame, 
and    burns    almoft   entirely    away, 
leaving   only   an   exceeding   fmall 
quantity  of  light  greyifh  afhes  :  if 
any  earthy  fubftances    have   been 
mixed  with  the  mufk,    the  quan- 
tity  of   the  refiduum  will  readily 
difcover  them. 

Mufk  has  a  bitterifh  fubacrid 
tafte;  a  fragrant  fmell,  agreeable, 
at  a  diftance,  but  when  fmelt  near 
to,  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  difagreeable, 
unlefs  weakened  by  the  admixture 
of  other  fubftances.  If  a  fmall 
quantity  be  infufed  in  fpirit  of 
wine  in  the  cold  for  a  few  days,  it 
imparts  a  deep,  but  not  red  tinc- 
ture :  this,  though  it  difcovers  no 
great  fmell  of  the  mufk,  is  never- 
theless ftrongly  impregnated  with 
its  virtues ;  a  fingle  drop  of  it  com- 
municates to  a  whole  quart  of  wine 
a  rich  mufky  flavour.  The  degree 
of  flavour  which  a  tindlure  drawn 
from  a  known  quantity  of  mufk, 
communicates  to  vinous  liquors,  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  beft  criteria  for 
judging  of  the  goodnefs  of  this 
commodity.  Neuman  informs  us, 
that  fpirit  of  wine  diflblves  ten  parts 
out  of  thirty  of  mufk,  and  that  wa- 
ter 
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ter  takes  up  twelve  ;  that  water  e- 
levates  its  fmell  in  difcillation,  whilil 
purefpirit  brings  over  nothing. 

Mufk  is  a  medicine  of  great  ef- 
teem  in  the  eaftern  contries ;  a- 
mong  us,  it  has  been  for  fome  time 
pretty  much  out  of  ufe,  even  as  a 
perfume,  on  a  fuppofition  of  its 
occafioning  vapours,  &c.  in  weak 
females,  and  perfons  of  a  fedentary 
life.  It  appears,  however,  from 
late  experience,  to  be,  when  pro- 
perly managed,  a  remedy  of  good 
fervice  even  againft  thofe  diforders 
which  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  pro- 
duce. Dr.  Wall  has  communicated 
(in  the  philofophical  tranfactions, 
no.  474. )  an  account  of  fome  extra- 
ordinary effects  of  mufk  in  convul- 
five  and  other  difeafes  which  have 
too  often  baffled  the  force  of  medi- 
cine. The  docter  obferves,  that 
the  fmell  of  perfumes  is  often  of 
differvice,  where  the  fubftance  ta- 
ken inwardly,  and  in  considerable 
quantity,  produces  the  happier!  ef- 
fects :  that  two  perfons,  labouring 
under  a  fubfultus  tendinurn,  ex- 
treme anxiety,  and  want  of  fleep, 
from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  by 
taking  two  dofes  of  mufk,  eaclTof 
which  was  fixteen  grains,  were 
perfectly  relieved  from  their  com- 
plaints. He  likewife  obferves,  that 
convulflve  hiccups,  attended  with 
the  word  fymptoms,  were  removed 
by  a  dofe  or  two,  of  ten  grains  : 
and  that  in  fome  cafes,  where  this 
medicine  could  not,  on  account  of 
ftrong  convulfions,  be  adminiflered 
to  the  patient  by  the  mouth,  it 
proved  of  fervice  when  injected  as 
a  glyfter.  He  likewife  adds,  that 
under  the  quantity  of  fix  grains, 
he  never  found  much  effect  from 
it ;  but  that  given  to  ten  grains  and 
upwards,  it  never  fails  to  produce 
a  mild  diaphorefis,  without  at  all 
heating  or  giving  any  uneahnefs ; 
that  on  the  contrary,  it  eafes  pain, 
raifes  the  fpirits,  and  that  after  the 


fweat  breaks  out,  the  patient  ufu- 
ally  falls  into  a  refreihing  fleep ; 
that  he  never  met  with  any  hyfte- 
rical  perfon,  how  averfe  foever  to 
perfumes,  but  could  take  it,  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus,  without  inconve- 
nience. To  this  paper  is  annexed 
an  account  of  fome  farther  extra- 
ordinary effects  of  mufk,  obferved 
by  another  gentleman.  Repeated 
experience  has  fince  confirmed  its 
efficacy  in  thefe  diforders.  I  have 
myfelf  frequently  exhibited  it  with 
remarkable  fuccefs ;  and  fometimes 
increafed  the  dofe  as'  far  as  twenty 
grains  every  four  hours,  with  two 
or  three  fpoonfuls  of  the  mufk  ju- 
leps between.  There  are  not  per- 
haps many  examples  of  its  proving 
ineffectual,  unlefs  where  the  mufk 
(which  two  frequently  happens)  was 
of  a  bad  kind. 

MYROBALANI;  [£.]  Myro- 
balans,  dryed  fruits  brought  from 
the  Eafr.  Indies  ;  their  outward 
part  freed  from  the  fione.  There 
are  five  kinds  of  myrobalans  met 
with  in  the  fhops ;  ( \)  the  yellow, 
myrobalani  teretes  citrini  C.  B. 
(2)  the  chebule,  ?nyrobalani  maxima 
oblonga  angulofa  C.  B.  (3)  The' 
Indian  or  black,  myrobalani  nigrce 
oilangulares  C.  B.  (4)  The  belli- 
ric,  myrobalani  rotimdte  bellirica 
C.  B.  (5)  The  emblic,  myrobalani 
e?nblic<z  in  fegmentis  nucleum  haben- 
tes,   angulofce  J.  B. 

All  the  myrobalans  have  a  low 
degree  of  purgative  virtue.  They 
have  alfo  an  aitringent  quality,  dif- 
coverable  by  the  tafle,  from  their 
ufe  among  the  Indians  for  tanning 
leather,  and  from  their  ftriking  a 
black  colour  with  chalybeate  folu- 
tions :  in  confequence  of  this,  they 
are  fuppofed  to  rlrengthen  the  bow- 
els after  their  operation  as  a  cathar- 
tic is  over.  Neverthelefs  their  pur- 
gative virtue  is  (o  inconfiderabie, 
that  practitioners  have  for  a  long 
M  2  time 
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time  laid  them  entirely  afide  in  that 
intention. 

MYRRHA;    [I.   E.}     Myrrh; 
a   concrete  gummy  refinous  juice 
brought  from  the  Earl  Indies,    in 
glebes  or  drops,   of  various  colours 
and  magnitudes.     The  bell  fort  is 
of  a  brown  or  reddifh  yellow  co- 
lour,  fomewhat  tranfparent ;  of  a 
lightly  pungent,   bitter  tafte,  with 
an  aromatic  flavour  though  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  its  proving  nau- 
feous  to  the  palate ;  and  a  ftrong 
not  difagreeable  fmell.     The  me- 
dical effects  of  this  aromatic  bitter 
are,    to  warm   and  ftrengthen  the 
vifcera,  and  diflblve  thick  tenacious 
juices  :    it  frequently   occalions   a 
mild  diaphorefis,  and  promotes  the 
fluid  fecretions  in  general.     Hence 
it  proves  ferviceable,     in  languid 
cafes,  difeafes  arifing  from  a  Ample 
inactivity,     thofe   female   diforders 
which  proceed  from  a  cold,  mu- 
cous,   fluggifh  indifpofition  of  the 
humours,    fuppreffions  of  the  ute- 
rine difcharges,  cachectic  diforders, 
and  where  the  lungs  and  thorax  are 
oppreffed  by  vifcid  phlegm.  Myrrh 
is  likewife  fuppofed.  in   a  peculiar 
manner  to  refill  putrefaction  in  all 
parts  of  the  body  ;  and  in  this  light 
flands  recommended  in  malignant, 
putrid,    and  peflilential  fevers,  and 
in  the  fmall-pox,  in  which  laft  it  is 
faid    to     accelerate   the    eruption. 
Rectified    fpirit   extracts    the    fine 
aromatic  flavour  and  bitternefs  of 
this  drug,  and  does  not  elevate  any 
thing  of  either  in  evaporation  :  the 
gummy  fubltance  left  by  this  men- 
ixruum    has    a    difagreeable  tafte, 
with  fcarce  any  thing  of  the  pecu- 
liar flavour  of  the  myrrh  ;  this  part 
diflblves  in  water,  except  fome  im- 
purities which  remain.     In  diftilla- 
tion    with   water,    a    conflderable 
quantity   of  a  ponderous   eflential 
oil  arifes,  refembling  in  flavour  the 
original  drug. 


MYRRHIS  ;  [£.]  myrrbis  mag- 
nofemine,  longo,Julcato,  J.  B.  Sweet 
cicely  ;  the  leaves  and  feeds.  This 
plant  is  cultivated  in  gardens  :  it 
agrees  in  quality  with  the  charefo- 
Hum,  of  which  in  its  place. 

MYRTUS  ;  [£.]  myrtus  commu- 
nis Italica  C.  B.  Myrtle  ;  the  ber- 
ries. This  is  an  ever  green  Ihrub, 
growing  in  Italy,  and  cultivated  in 
our  botanic  gardens.  The  leaves 
and  berries  have  been  fometimes 
made  ufe  of  as  aftringents,  but  are 
not  at  prefent  regarded. 

NAPUS  DULCIS  officina- 
rum  ;  [L.  E.~\  napus  fati'va 
C.  B.  Sweet  navew,  or  navew 
gentle;  the  feeds.  This  is  a  fort 
of  turnep,  fown  in  fome  of  our 
gardens  for  culinary  ufe  :  the  roots 
are  warmer  than  the  common  tur- 
nep. The  feeds  have  a  bitterifh 
tafte  accompanied  with  a  faint  aro- 
matic flavour:  abundance  of  vir- 
tues have  been  afcribed  to  them,  as 
attenuating,  detergent,  alexiphar- 
mac,  and  others ;  at  prefent,  they 
are  of  no  farther  ufe  in  medicine, 
than  as  an  ingredient  in  the  the- 
riaca. 

NAPUS  SYLVESTRIS;  [£.] 
Rape  ;  the  feeds.  This  has  little 
other  external  difference  from  the 
foregoing  than  being  fmaller :  it 
grows  wild  upon  dry  banks  and 
among  corn.  The  feeds  of  this 
are  warmer  and  more  pungent  than 
thofe  of  the  garden  fort:  the  only 
ufe  however  they  are  applied  to, 
is  the  preparation  of  the  oil  called 
rape  oil,  which  is  obtained  by  bruif- 
ing  and  prefling  the  feeds :  large 
quantities  of  the  plant  are  cultivated 
for  this  purpofe  in  the  ifle  of  Ely. 

NARDUS  CELTICA  :  [L.  £.] 
nardus  Celtica  Diofcoridis  C.  B.  Va- 
leriana Celtica  Town.  Celtic  nard  ; 
the  root,   brought  from  the  Alps, 

&c. 
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&c.  This  root  confifts  of  a  num- 
ber of  fibres,  with  the  lower  part 
of  the  ftalks  adhering ;  thefe  laft  are 
covered  with  thin  yellowiih  fcales, 
the  remains  of  the  withered  leaves. 
NARDUS  INDICA;  [L.  E.] 
trnrdus  Indica,  qua  /pica,  /pica  nar- 
di,  &  /pica  Indica  officinarum  C.  B. 
Indian  nard,  or  fpikenard,  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies.  This  is  a 
congeries  of  fmall  fibres  ifluing 
from  one  head,  and  matted  clofe 
together,  fo  as  to  form  a  bunch  a- 
bout  the  iize  of  the  finger,  with 
fome  fmall  firings  at  the  oppofite 
end  of  the  head.  The  matted  fi- 
bres, (which  are  the  part  chofen 
for  medicinal  purpofes)  are  fup- 
pofed  by  fome  to  be  the  head  or 
fpike  of  the  plant,  by  others  the 
root :  they  feem  rather  to  be  the 
remains  of  the  withered  ftalks,  or 
the  ribs  of  the  leaves  ;  fometimes 
entire  leaves  and  pieces  of  ftalks 
are  found  among  them ;  we  like- 
wife  now  and  then  meet  with  a 
number  of  thefe  bunches  iffuing 
from  one  root. 

Both  the  nards  have  a  warm, 
pungent,  bitterrifh  tafte  ;  and  a 
ftrong,  not  very  agreeable  fmell. 
They  are  ftomachic  and  carmina- 
tive ;  and  faid  to  be  alexipharmac, 
diuretic,  and  emmenagogue  :  their 
only  ufe  at  prefent  is  as  ingredients 
in  the  mithridate  and  theriaca. 

NASTURTIUM     AQUATI- 

CUM ;  [L.  E.~\  najlurtiwn  aquati- 
cumfupinum  C.  B.  Water-creifes ;  the 
leaves.  This  plant  grows  wild  in 
rivulets,  and  the  clearer  Handing 
waters ;  its  leaves  remain  green  all 
the  year,  but  are  in  greater!  per- 
fection in  the  fpring.  They  have 
a  quick  pungent  fmell  (when  rub- 
bed betwixt  the  fingers)  and  an  ' 
acrid  •  tafte,  fimilar  to  that  of  cocb- 
learia,  but  weaker.  As  to  their 
virtues,  they  are  among  the  milder 
aperient   antifcorbutics  :    Hoffman 


has  a  mighty  opinion  of  this  plant, 
and  recommends  it  as  of  Angular 
efficacy  for  accelerating  the  circu- 
lation, ftrengthening  the  vifcera, 
opening  obllructions  of  the  glands, 
promoting  the  fluid  fecretions,  and 
purifying  the  blood  and  humours : 
For  thefe  purpofes,  the  exprefted 
juice,  which  contains  the  peculiar 
tafte  and  pungency  of  the  herb, 
may  be  taken  in  dofes  of  an  ounce 
or  two,  and  continued  for  a  confi- 
derable  time. 

NASTURTIUM  HORTEN- 
SE  ;  [.£.]  nafiurtium  •vulgar e  feu 
hortciife,  temdter  di'vifum,  Morijon. 
Garden  crefTes  ;  the  leaves  and 
feeds.  The  leaves  of  garden  crefles 
make  an  ufeful  falad  in  fcorbutic 
habits :  in  tafte  and  medical  vir- 
tues, they  are  fimilar  to  the  fore- 
going, but  much  weaker.  The  feeds 
alfo  are  faid  to  be  nearly  of  the 
fame  quality. 

NEPETA  ;  [L.  £.]  mentha  ca- 
taria  'vulgaris  Cif  major  C.  B,  Nep, 
or  cat  mint ;  the  leaves.  Cat  mint 
(fo  called  from  its  being  often  de- 
ftroyed  by  that  animal  j  is  met  with 
in  our  gardens,  and  fometimes  grow- 
ing wild  in  hedges  and  on  dry 
banks.  It  is  a  moderately  aroma- 
tic plant,  of  a  ftrong  fmell,  not  ill 
refembling  a  mixture  of  mint  and 
pennyroyal ;  of  the  virtue  of  which 
it  likewife  participates. 

NEPHRITICUM  LIGNUM; 
\_E.~\  lignum  peregrinum,  aqua?n  cte- 
ruleam  reddens  C.  B.  An  Ameriean 
wood,  brought  to  us  in  large, 
compact,  ponderous  pieces,  with- 
out knots,  of  a  whitifh  or  pale  yel- 
low colour  on  the  outfide,  and 
dark  coloured  or  reddifh  within : 
the  bark  is  ufually  rejected.  This 
wood  imparts  to  water  or  rectified 
fpirit  a  deep  tincture,  appearing, 
when  placed  betwixt  the  eye  and 
the  light,  of  a  golden  colour,  in 
M  3  other 
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other  fituations  blue  :  pieces  of  ano- 
ther wood  are  fometimes  mixed 
with  it,  which  give  only  a  yellow 
colour  to  water.  The  nephritic 
wood  has  fcarce  any  fmell,  and 
very  little  tafte.  It  Hands  recom- 
mended in  difficulty  of  urine,  ne- 
phritic complaints,  and  all  diforders 
of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  paf- 
fages ;  and  is  laid  to  have  this  pecu- 
liar advantage,  that  it  does  not,  like 
the  warmer  diuretics,  heat  or  of- 
fend the  parts.  Practitioners'  how- 
ever have  not  found  thefe  virtues 
warranted  by  experience. 

NICOTIANA  ;  [L.  £.]  nkoti- 
ana  latifolia  major  C.  B.  Tobac- 
co ;  the  leaves.  This  plant  was 
firft  brought  into  Europe,  about 
the  year  i  560,  from  the  ifland  To- 
bago in  America ;  and  is  now  cul- 
tivated for  medicinal  ufe  in  our 
gardens  :  the  leaves  are  about  two 
feet  long,  of  a  pale  green  colour 
whilft  frefh,  and  when  carefully 
dried  of  a  lively  yeilowiih.  They 
have  a  ftrong,  difagreeable  fmell, 
like  that  of  the  narcotic  plant ; 
and  a  very  acrid  burning  tafte. 
Taken  internally,  they  prove  vi- 
rulently cathartic  and  emetic,  oc- 
cafioning  almofc  intolerable  cardial- 
gic  anxieties.  By  boiling  in  water, 
their  virulence  is  abated,  and  at 
length  deftroyed  :  an  extract  made 
by  long  coction  is  recommended  by 
Stahl  and  other  German  phyficians, 
as  a  fafe  and  moil  effectual  aperi- 
ent, expectorant,  detergent,  &c. 
but  this  medicine,  which  is  ex- 
tremely precarious  and  uncertain  in 
flrength,  has  never  come  into  e- 
fteem  among  us.  Tobacco  is  fome- 
times ufed  externally  in  unguents, 
for  deflroying  cutaneous  infects, 
cleanfmg  old  ulcers,  &c.  Beat  into 
a  mafh  with  vinegar  or  brandy,  it 
has  fometimes  proved  ferviceable 
for  removing  hard  tumours  of  the 
hypochondres ;  an  account  is  given 


in  the  Edinburgh  eifays  of  two 
cafes  of  this  kind  cured  by  it. 
Some  of  the  more  common  ufes  of 
the  prepared  leaves  of  the  plant, 
brought  from  America,  have  been 
already  fpoken  of  in  page  32. 

There  is  another  fort  of  tobacco 
found  wild  on  dunghills,  in  feveral 
parts  of  England  :  this  is  called  by 
C.  Bauhine  nicotiana  minor,  by  Ger- 
rard  hyofcyamus  luteus.  It  feems  to 
agree  in  quality  with  the  hyofcya- 
mus  formerly  mentioned,  though 
(as  Dale  informs  us)  often  fubftitu- 
ted  in  our  markets  to  the  true  to- 
bacco; from  which  it  may  be  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  the  leaves  being 
much  fmaller,  and  the  flowers  not 
reddifh  as  thofe  of  the  officinal  fort, 
bat  of  a  yeilowiih  green  colour. 

NIGELLA  ;  [£.]  r.igella  fare 
minor e  Jtmplici  candido  C.  B.  Fennel 
flower;  the  feeds.  This  plant  is 
fown  annually  in  fome  of  our  gar- 
dens ;  the  feeds  moil  efteemed  are 
brought  from  Italy.  They  have 
a  flrong,  not  unpleafant  fmell ; 
and  afubacrid,  fomewhat  unctuous, 
difagreeable  tafte.  They  ftand  re- 
commended as  aperient,  diuretic, 
&c.  but  have  long  been  ftrangers 
to  practice,  and  are  by  foine  fuf- 
pected  to  have  noxious  qualities. 

NITRUM;  [L.  £.]  Nitre  or 
faltpetre;  a  fait,  extracted,  in  Per- 
fia  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  from  cer- 
tain  earths  that  lie  on  the  fides  of 
hills  ;  and  artificially  produced  in 
fome  parts  of  Europe,  from  animal 
and  vegetable  matters  rotted  toge- 
ther (with  the  addition  of  lime  and 
afhes)  and  expoied  for  a  length  of 
time  to  the  air,  without  the  accefs 
of  which;  nitre  is  never  generated  : 
the  fait  extracted  from  the  earths, 
&c.  by  means  of  water,  is  purified 
by  colature  and  cryftallizatipn.  Pure 
nitre  dilfolves  in  about  fix  times  its 
weight  of  water,  and  concretes  a- 

gain 
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gain  into  colourlefs  tranfparent  cry- 
itals  ;  their  figure  is  that  of  an  hexa- 
gonal priffn,  terminated  by  a  pyra- 
mid of  an  equal  number  of  fides. 
It  readily  melts  in  the  fire  ;  and  in 
contadl  with  fuel  deflagrates,  with 
a  bright  flame  and  confiderable 
noife  ;  after  the  detonation  is  over, 
a  large  quantity  of  alcaline  fait  is 
found  remaining.  The  tafte  of 
nitre  is  fharp,  penetrating,  and  bit- 
terilh,  accompanied  with  a  certain 
fenfation  of  cold. 

Nitre  is  a  medicine  of  celebrated 
ufe  in  many  diforders.  Beiides  the 
aperient  quality  of  neutral  falts  in 
general,  it  has  a  manifeftly  cooling 
one,  by  which  it  quenches  thirft, 
and  abates  febrile  heats  and  com- 
motions of  the  blood  :  it  has  one 
great  advantage  above  the  refrige- 
rating medicines  of  the  acid  kind, 
that  it  does  not  coagulate  the  ani- 
mal juices;  blood,  which  is  coagu- 
lated by  all  the  mineral  acids,  and 
milk,  &c.  by  acids  of  every  kind, 
are  by  nitre  rendered  more  dilute, 
and  preferred  from  coagulation  ; 
it  neverthelefs  fomewhat  thickens 
the  thin,  ferous,  acrimonious  hu- 
mours, and  occaiions  an  uniform 
mixture  of  them  with  fuch  as  are 
more  thick  and  vifcid ;  by  this 
means  preventing  the  ill  confe- 
quences  which  would  otherwife  en- 
fue  from  the  former,  though  it 
has  not,  as  Juncker  fuppofes,  any 
property  of  really  obtunding  acri- 
mony, This  medicine  for  the  moft 
part  promotes  urine ;  fometimes 
gently  loofens  the  belly  ;  but  in 
cold  phlegmatic  habits,  very  rarely 
has  this  effect,  though  given  in 
large  dofes :  alvine  fluxes,  proceed- 
ing from  too  great  acrimony  of  the 
bile  or  inflammation  of  the  intef- 
tines,  are  fupprefled  by  it :  in  cho- 
leric and  febrile  diforders,  it  gene- 
rally excites  fweat ;  but  in  malig- 
nant cafes,  where  the  pulfe  is  low, 
and  the  ftrength  loft,  it  retards  this 


falutary  evacuation  and  the  erup- 
tion of  the  exanthemata. 

Dr.  Stahl  has  written  an  exprefs 
treatife  upon  the  medical  virtues  of 
nitre  ;     in   which   he   informs   us, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  this 
fait  added  to  gargarifms  employed . 
in  inflammations  of  the  fauces  in 
acute  fevers,    thickens  the  falival 
moiilure  upon  the  palate  and  fauces 
into '  the   confidence   of  a  mucus, 
which  keeps  them  moift  for  a  con- 
fiderable time,  whereas  if  nitre  is 
not  added,  a  fudden  drynefs  of  the 
mouth  immediately  enfues  :  that  in 
fpitting  of  blood,  nitre  given  from, 
half  a  dram  to  a  dram,  at  proper 
intervals  of  time,    never  failed  to 
put   a   flop    to  the    haemorrhagy  ; 
and  in  other  hsemorrhagies  likewife, 
it  was  always  found  to  have  the 
belt,  effects,    provided  it  was  fkil- 
fully  dofed  :  that  in  nephritic  com- 
plaints, the  prudent  ufe  of  nitre  is 
of  more  fervice  than  any  of  the 
numerous  medicines  ufually  recom- 
mended in  that  difeafe.     This  cele- 
brated author  likewife  affirms,  from 
a  large  number  of  experiments,  that 
nitre  gives  great  relief  in  fuppreffion 
and  heat  of  urine,  whether  fimple 
or  occafloned  by  a  venereal  taint ; 
that  it  is  of  great  fervice  in  acute 
and  inflammatory  pains  of  the  head, 
eyes,  ears,  teeth,  &c.  in  ail  erysi- 
pelatous afFedlions,    whether  parti- 
cular or  univerfal,  and  likewife  in 
chronic  deliriums  ;  that  in  diarrhoea? 
happening  in  petechial  fevers,  nitre 
mixed  with  abforbents  and  diapho- 
retics, had  the  belt  effecls,  always 
putting  a  flop  to  the  flux,  or  ren- 
dering the  evacuation  falutary  ;  that 
in  diarrhoea?  happening  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  it  had  been  employed  with  the 
like  fuccefs,  two  doles  or  three  at 
moft  (confifting  of  two,    three   or 
four  grains  each,  according  to  the 

age,  &c.    of  the  patient)   given  at 
the  interval  of  two  or  three  hours, 

putting  a  flop  to  the  Mux,  after  the 
M  4  bezo- 
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kezoardic  powders,  both  with  and 
Without  opium,  had  been  given 
wjthout  fuccefs.  The  fame  author 
recommends  this  fait  likewife  as  a 
medicine  of  lingular  fervice  in  cho- 
*eras  attended  with  great  anxieties 
and  heat  of  the  blood  ;  in  the  fla- 
tulent fpafmodic  heart-burns  fami- 
liar to  hypochondriacal  people  ; 
and  the  lofs  of  appetite,  naufea, 
vomiting,  &c.  which  gouty  perfons 
are  fometimes  feized  with  upon  the 
pains  of  the  feet,  &c.  fuddenly  re- 
mitting. Jn  fhort,  this  great  phy- 
fician  looks  upon  nitre  as  an  almoft 
univerfal  medicine  ;  and  affures  us, 
that  no  bad  confequences  are  to  be 
feared  from  the  internal  ufe  of  it : 
neverthelefs  he  obferves,  that  in  a 
phthifis  and  ulcerous  affections,  it 
has  been  found  to  be  of  no  fervice; 
and  that  therefore  its  ufe  may  be 
fuperfeded  in  thefe  complaints. 

The  ufual  dofe  of  this  medicine 
among  us  is  from  two  or  three 
grains  to  a  fcruple ;  though  it  may 
be  exhibited  with  great  fafety,  and 
generally  to  better  advantage,  in 
larger  quantities :  the  only  incon- 
venience is  its  being  apt  to  fet  un- 
eafy  on  the  ftomach.  Some  have 
affirmed,  that  this  fait  lofes  half  its 
weight  of  aqueous  moifture  by  fu- 
iion,  and  confequently  that  one 
part  of  melted  nitre  is  equivalent 
to  two  of  the  cryflals ;  but  it  did 
not  appear,  upon  feveral  careful 
trials,  to  lofe  fo  much  as  one  twen- 
tieth of  its  weight. 

NUMMULARIA ;  [£.]  lyfana- 
chia  humifvfa,  folio  ratundiore,  fore 
luteo  Town.  Moneywort,  or  herb 
two-pence  ;  the  leaves.  This  grows 
fpontaneoufly  in  moifi  watery  places, 
and  creeps  on  the  ground,  with  two 
little  roundifh  leaves  at  each  joint. 
Their  tafte  is  fubaftringent,  and  ve- 
ry lightly  acid  :  hence  they  ftand 
recommended  by  Boerhaave  in  the 
hoi;  fcurvy,  and  in  uterine  and  o- 


ther  harmorrhagies.  But  their  ef- 
fects are  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
common  practice  takes  no  notice  of 
them. 

NUX  MOSCHATA ;  [L.  E.) 
nux  mofchata  fru£iu  rotunda  C.  B. 
Nutmegs ;  the  kernel  of  a  roundifn 
nut  which  grows  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies. The  outfide  covering  of  this 
fruit  is  foft  and  flefhy  like  that  of 
a  walnut,  and  fpontaneoufly  opens 
when  the  nut  grows  ripe  ;  imme- 
diately under  this  lies  the  mace, 
(fee  the  article  Macis)  which  forms 
a  kind  of  reticular  covering,  through 
the  fifmres  whereof  appears  a  hard 
woody  fhell  that  includes  the  nut- 
meg. Thefe  kernels  have  long  been 
made  ufe  of  both  for  medicinal  and 
culinary  purpofes,  and  defervedly 
looked  upon  as  a  warm  agreeable 
aromatic.  They  are  fuppofed  like- 
wife  to  have  an  aftringent  virtue  ; 
and  are  employed  in  that  intention 
in  diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries.  Their 
aftringency  is  faid  to  be  increafed 
by  torrefaction,  but  this  does  not 
appear  to  the  tafle  :  this  treatment 
certainly  deprives  the  fpice  of  fome 
of  its  finer  oil,  and  therefore  ren- 
ders it  lefs  efficacious  to  any  good 
purpofe  ;  and  if  we  may  reafon  from 
analogy,  probably  abates  of  its 
aftringency.  Nutmegs  diftilled  with 
water,  afford  a  large  quantity  of 
effential  oil,  refembling  in  flavour 
the  fpice  itfelf;  after  the  diflilla- 
tion,  an  infipid  febaceous  matter  is 
found  fwimming  on  the  water:  the 
decoftion,  infpiffated,  gives  an  ex- 
tract of  an  unctuous,  very  lightly 
bitterifh  tafle,  without  any  fenfible 
aftringency.  Re&ified  fpirit  ex- 
tracts the  whole  virtue  of  nutmegs 
by  infufion,  and  elevates  very  little 
of  it  in  diftillation  :  hence  the  fpi- 
rituous  extract  pofieffes  the  flavour 
of  the  fpice  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Nutmegs  yield  to  the  prefs  (heat- 
ed) a  conJidsrable  quantity  of  lim- 
pid 
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pid  yellow  oil,,  which  in  cooling 
concretes  into  a  febaceous  confid- 
ence. In  the  fhops  we  meet  with 
three  forts  of  uncluous  fubitances, 
called  oil  of  mace,  though  really 
exprefled  from  the  nutmeg.  The 
belt  is  brought  from  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, in  ftone  jars  ;  this  is  of  a  thick 
confidence,  of  the  colour  of  mace, 
and  an  agreeable  fragrant  fmell  : 
the  fscond  fort,  which  is  paler  co- 
loured and  much  inferior  in  qua- 
lity, comes  from  Holland  in  folid 
maffes,  generally  flat  and  of  a  fquare 
figure :  the  third,  which  is  the  worft 
of  all,  and  ufually  called  common 
oil  of  mace,  is  an  artifkal  compo- 
fition  of  fevum,  paint  oil,  and  the 
like,  flavoured  with  a  little  genuine 
oil  of  the  nutmeg.  Thefe  oils  yield 
all  that  part  in  which  their  aro- 
matic flavour  render  in  diitillation 
to  water,  and  to  pure  fpirit  by  in- 
funon  :  the  diftilled  liquor  and  fpi- 
rituous  tincture  nearly  refemble  in 
quality  thofe  prepared  immediately 
from  the  nutmeg. 

NUX  PISTACHIA  ;  [£.]  nu- 
cleus e  frudu  pijl  arise  Rail.  Pifta- 
chio,  a  moderately  large  nut,  con- 
taining a  kernel  of  a  pale  greenifh 
colour,  covered  with  a  reddifh  fkin. 
The  tree  which  produces  it,  grows 
fpontaneoufly  in  Perfla,  Arabia,  and 
feveral  iflands  of  the  Archipelago  : 
it  bears  likewife  the  colds  of  our 
own  climate,  fo  as  to  have  pro- 
duced fruit  not  inferior  to  that 
which  we  receive  from  abroad. 
Piftachio  nuts  have  a  pleafant, 
fweet,  unduous  tafte  refembling  that 
of  almonds.  They  are  ranked  a- 
mongft  the  analeptics,  and  are  by 
fome  much  efteemed  in  certaiu 
weaknefles,  and  in  emaciated  ha- 
bits. 

NYMPHS  A  ALBA ;  [£.]  nym- 
phaa  alba  major  C.  B.  White  wa- 
fer lily ;     the  root  and    flowers. 


This  grows  in  rivers  and  large 
lakes,  flowering  ufually  in  June. 
The  roots  and  flowers  have  a 
rough,  bitterifh  glutinous  tafte ; 
(the  flowers  are  the  lead  rough  ;) 
and  when  frefh,  a  difagreeable 
fmell,  which  is  in  igreat  meafure 
loft  by  drying  :  they  are  recom- 
mended in  alvine  fluxes,  gleets,  and 
the  like.  The  roots  are  fuppofed 
by  fome  to  be  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree narcotic,  but  on  no  very  good 
foundation  :  Lindeftolpe  informs  us, 
that  in  fome  parts  of  Sweden,  they 
were  in  times  of  fcarcity  ufed  as 
food,  and  did  not  prove  unwhole- 
fome. 

OCHRA:  [£.]  Yellow  ochre; 
A  foft  friable  ore  of  iron,  of  a  yel- 
low colour,  dug  in  feveral  parts  of 
England.  It  poflefles  the  virtues 
of  the  calces  of  iron  and  haematites; 
but  in  fo  low  a  degree  that  th« 
fhops  have  defervedly  rejected  it : 
its  principal  ufe  is  as  a  pigment. 

OCIMUM;  [£.]  ocimum  <vu/- 
gatius  C.  B.  Bafil ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  a  fmall  plant,  raifed  annu- 
ally in  our  gardens  :  it  flowers  in 
June  and  July,  and  produces  its 
feeds  in  Auguft,  but  rarely  perfects 
them  in  this  country.  The  leaves 
have  a  foft,  fomewhat  warm  tafte  ; 
and  when  rubbed,  a  ftrong  unplea- 
fant  fmell,  which  by  moderate  dry- 
ing becomes  more  agreeable.  They 
are  faid  to  attenuate  vifcid  phlegm, 
promote  expe&oration,  and  the  u- 
terine  fecretions ;  but  have  not  for 
a  long  time  been  regarded  by 
practice. 

OLEA  ;  oka  fativa  C.  B.  The 
olive  tree ;  the  fruit  [£.]•;  its  oil 
\L.  E.]  ;  and  the  dregs  thereof 
[£.]  This  tree  grows  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  France,  in  Spain, 
Italy,  and  other  warm  countries ; 
with  us  it  is  ufually  preferved  in 

the 
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the  green  houfes  of  the  curious, 
though  it  will  bear  our  ordinary 
winters  in  the  open  air,  and  pro- 
duce very  good  fruit.  Olives  have 
an  acrid  bitter,  extremely  difagree- 
able  tafte :  pickled  (as  we  receive 
them  from  abroad)  they  prove  lefs 
difagreeable  ;  the  Lucca  olives, 
which  are  fmailer  than  the  others, 
have  the  weakeft  tafte ;  the  Spa- 
nifh,  or  larger,  the  ftrongeft ;  the 
Provence,  which  are  of  a  middling 
fize,  are  generally  the  molt  efteem- 
ed. 

The  oil  obtained  from  this  fruit 
has  no  particular  tafte  or  fmell,  and 
does  not  greatly  differ  in  quality 
from  oil  of  almonds.  Authors 
make  mention  of  two  forts  of  this 
oil,  one  expreffed  from  the  olives    joined  together,'  thus  mafculum,  or 


which,  in  our  colder  climate,  6on- 
geals  and  becomes  two  thick  to 
fuffer  it  freely  to  fubfide ;  and 
hence  the  oil  is  fometimes  met 
with  of  a  manifeftly  faline  tafte. 

OLIBANUM  ;  [L.  £.]  a  gum- 
my-reiin,  brought  from  Turkey 
and  the  Eaft  Indies,  ufually  in 
drops  or  tears,  like  thofe  of  maf- 
tich,  but  larger,  of  a  pale  yellowifh, 
and  fometimes  reddifh  colour ;  a 
moderately  warm  pungent  tafte, 
and  a  ftrong,  not  very  agreeable 
fmell.  This  drug  has  received 
many  different  appellations,  ac- 
cording to  its  different  appearances : 
the  fmgle  tears  are  called  limply 
olibanum    or   thus :    when   two    are 


when  fully  ripe,  which  is  our  Com- 
mon oil  olive  ;  the  other,  before  it 
has  grown  ripe  ;  this  is  called  ole- 
um immaturum,  and  omphacinum 
[E.~]  Nothing  is  met  with  in  the 
Ihops  under  this  name  ;  and  Le- 
mery  affirms,  that  there  is  no  fuch 
oil ;  unripe  olives,  yielding  only  a 
vifcid  juice  to  the  prefs.  From 
the  ripe  fruit,    two  or  three  forts 


tefiiculatum :  if  the  two  are  very 
large,  thus  fcemininum,  or  mammo- 
fum :  fometimes  four  or  five,  about 
the  bignefs  of  filberds,  are  found 
adhering  to  a  piece  of  the  bark  of 
the  tree  which  they  exuded  from  ; 
thefe  have  been  named  thus  corti- 
cofum :  the  finer  powder  which 
rubs  off  from  the  tears  in  the  car- 
riage, ?nica  thuriss  and  the  coarfer 


are  obtained,  differing  in  degree  of    powder,  manna  thuris.     This  drug 


purity  :  the  pureft  runs  by  light 
prefiure  :  the  remaining  magma, 
heated  and  preffed  more  ftrongly, 
yields  an  inferior  fort,  with  fome 
dregs  at  the  bottom  called  amurca. 
All  thefe  oils  contain  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  aqueous  moifture,  and 
a  mucilaginous  fubftance ;  which 
fubjecl:  them  to  run-  into  a  putrid 
ftate :  to  prevent  this,  the  prepa- 
rers add  fome  fea  fait,  which  imbi- 
bing the  aqueous  and  mucilaginous 
parts,  finks  with  them  to  the  bot- 
tom ;  by  this  means,  the  oil  be- 
comes more  homogene,  and  con- 
fequently  lefs  fufceptible  of  altera- 


is  not  however  in  any  of  its  ftates 
what  is  now  called  thus,  or  frankin- 
cenfe  in  the  fhops  (fee  the  article 
Thus.) 

Olibanum  confifts  of  about  equal 
parts  of  a  gummy  and  refinous  fub- 
ftance, the  firft  foluble  in  water, 
the  other  in  rectified  fpirit.  With, 
regard  to  its  virtues,  abundance 
have  been  attributed  to  it,  parti- 
cularly in  diforders  of  the  head 
and  breaft,  in  haemoptoes,  and  in 
alvine  and  uterine  fluxes  :  but  its 
real  effects  in  thefe  cafes  are  far 
from  anfwering  the  promifes  of  the 
recommenders.     Riverius  is  faid  to 


tion.  In  its  paffage  to  us,  fome  of  have  had  large  experience  of  the 
the  fait,  thrown  up  from  the  bot-  good  effects  or  this  drug  in  pleuri- 
tom  by  the  making  of  the  veftel,  fies,  efpecially  epidemic  ones :  he 
is  fometimes  detained  in  the  oil,    directs  a  icooped  apple  to  be  filled 

with 
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with  a  dram  of  olibanum,  then  co- 
vered and  roaited  under  the  allies ; 
this  is  to  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  three 
ounces  of  carduus  water  drank  after 
it,  and  the  patient  covered  up 
warm  in  bed  :  in  a  ihort  time,  he 
fays,  either  a  plentiful  fweat,  or 
a  gentle  diarrhoea  enfue,  which 
cany  off  the  difeafe.  GeofFroy 
informs  us,  that  he  has  frequently 
made  ufe  of  this  medicine,  after 
venadection,  with  good  fuccefs ; 
but  acknowledges  that  it  has  fome- 
times  failed. 

ONONIS  ;  [£.]  Ononis  fpinofa 
fore  purpureo  C.  B.  Reft- harrow, 
cammock,  or  petty  whin  ;  the  root. 
It  grows  wild  in  wafte  grounds, 
and  dry  fields.  The  root  has  a 
difagreeable  fmell,  and  a  naufeous 
fweetifh  tafte  :  it  ftands  recom- 
mended as  an  aperient  and  diure- 
tic ;  but  has  never  been  much  re- 
garded among  us. 

OPHIOGLOSSUM  ;  [£.]  ophio- 
glojjum  'vulgatum  C.  B.  Adders 
tongue ;  the  leaf.  This  plant  has 
only  one  leaf,  with  a  flender  ftalk 
arifing  from  the  bottom  cf  it,  dent- 
ed about  the  edges,  and  fnppofed 
to  refemble  the  tongue  of  a  fer- 
pent :  it  grows  wild  in  moift  mea- 
dows. Scarce  any  other  virtues 
are  attributed  to  it  than  thofe  of  a 
vulnerary. 

OPIUM;  [L.  E.]  the  concrete 
milky  juice  of  the  poppy  (fee  the 
article  Papaver.)  This  juice  has 
not  yet  been  collected  in  quantity 
in  Europe.  Egypt,  Perfia,  and 
fome  other  provinces  of  Afia  have 
hitherto  fupplied  us  with  this  com- 
modity :  in  thefe  countries,  large 
quantities  of  poppies  are  cultivated 
for  this  ufe.  The  opium  prepared 
about  Thebes  in  Egypt,  hence  nam- 
ed Thebaic  opium,  has  been  ufually 
efteemed  the  beft;  but  this  is  not 
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now  diftinguifhed  from  that  col- 
lected in  other  places.  This  juice 
is  brought  to  us  in  cakes  or  loaves, 
covered  with  leaves,  and  other  ve- 
getable matters,  to  prevent  their 
flicking  together  :  it  is  of  a  folid 
confiftence,  yet  fomewhat  foftifh 
and  tenacious,  of  a  dark  reddifh 
brown  colour  in  the  mafs,  and 
when  reduced  into  powder,  yel- 
low ;  of  a  faint  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  a  bitterifh  tafte,  accompanied 
with  a  pungent  heat  and  acrimony. 

The  general  effects  of  this  medi- 
cine are,  to  relax  the  folids,  and 
render  them  lefs  fenfible  of  irrita- 
tion, to  chear  the  fpirits,  eafe  pain, 
procure  fleep,  promote  perfpiration 
and  fweat,  but  reftrain  all  other 
evacuations.  When  its  operation 
is  over,  the  pain,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  which  it  had  for  a  time  abat- 
ed, return ;  and  generally  with 
greater  violence  than  before,  un- 
lefs  the  caufe  has  been  removed  by 
the  diaphorefis,  or  relaxation  which 
it  occafioned. 

The  operation  of  opium  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  a  flow,  but 
ftrong  and  full  pulfe,  a  drynefs  of 
the  mouth,  a  rednefs  and  light  itch- 
ing of  the  fkin ;  and  followed  by 
a  degree  of  naufea,  a  difficulty  of 
refpiration,  lownefs  of  the  fpirits, 
and  a  weak  languid  pulfe. 

The  principal  indications  of 
opium  are,  great  watchfulnefs,  im- 
moderate evacuations  proceeding 
from  acrimony  and  irritation, 
cramps  or  fpafmodic  contractions 
of  the  nerves,  and  violent  pains  of 
almoft  every  kind.  In  thefe  cafes, 
opiates  procure,  at  leaft,  a  tempo- 
rary relief,  and  an  opportunity  for 
other  medicines,  properly  inter- 
pofed,  to  take  effect.- 

Opium  fometimes  defeats  the  in- 
tention of  the  phyfician,  and  in- 
ftead  of  producing  reft,  occafions 
great  anxiety,  vomiting,  &c.  Taken 
on   a  full  flomach,  it  often  proves 

emetic 
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emetic ;  where  the  patient  is  ex- 
haufled  by  exceffive  evacuations, 
it  occafions,  at  leafl,  extreme  low- 
nefs.  It  has  been  obferved  to 
operate  more  powerfully  in  per- 
sons of  a  lax  habit,  than  in  the  op- 
polite  circumftances ;  whilfl  it  ufe- 
fully  reflrains  preternatural  dif- 
charges  proceeding  from  irritation, 
it  proves  injurious  in  thcfe  that  arife 
from  a  contrary  caufe,  as  in  the 
colliquative  diarrhoea?  attending 
hectic  fevers.  By  relaxing,  taking 
off  flriflures,  and  occafioning  a  pa- 
ralyfis  of  particular  parts,  it  often 
promotes  fuch  evacuations  as  thofe 
parts  are  concerned  in.  Boerhaave 
obferves,  that  it  fometimes  enables 
the  ureters  to  allow  an  eafy  paffage 
even  to  the  calculus ;  but  this  ef- 
fect is  by  no  means  conflant. 

With  regard  to  the  dofe  of  opium, 
one  grain  is  generally  a  fufficient, 
and  often  too  large  a  one  ;  mania- 
cal perfons,  and  thofe  who  have 
been  long  accuflomed  to  take  it, 
require  three  or  more  grains  to 
have  the  due  effect.  Among  the 
eaftern  nations,  who  are  habituated 
to  opium,  a  dram  is  but  a  moderate 
dofe  :  Garcias  relates,  that  he  knew 
one  who  every  day  took  ten  drams : 
thofe  who  have  been  long  accuflom- 
ed to  its  ufe,  upon  leaving  it  off, 
are  feized  with  great  lownefs,  lan- 
guor, and  anxiety ;  which  are  re- 
lieved by  having  again  recourfe  to 
opium,  and,  in  Tome  meafure,  by 
wine  or  fpirituous  liquors. 

Opium  is  partially  fbluble  in  wa- 
ter, and  rectified  fpirit  :  proof  fpi- 
rit, wine,  and  vinegar  totally  dif- 
folve  it ;  the  impurities  only  being 
left.  The  folutions  in  proof  fpi- 
xit  and  wine,  have  the  fame  effects 
with  the  juice  in  fubflance ;  with 
this  difference,  that  they  exert 
themfelves  fooner  in  the  body,  and 
are  lefs  apt  to  leave  a  naufea  on  the 
flcmach.  A  tincture  made  in  rec- 
tified fpirit  is  fuppofed  to  operate, 


in  an  equal  dofe,  more  powerfully 
that  the  foregoing  liquors :  Geof- 
froy  informs  us,  from  his  own  ex- 
perience, that  whilfl  the  watery 
and  vinous  folutions  occafioned 
pleafant  quiet  fleep,  a  tincture 
drawn  with  pure  fpirit  brought  on 
a  phrenfy  for  a  time.  Alcaline  falts 
diminifh  the  foporific  virtue  of  this 
medicine  :  fixt  alcalies  render  it 
diuretic,  whilfl  volatile  ones  deter- 
mine its  action  chiefly  to  the  cuta- 
neous pores.  Acids  almofl  entirely 
deflroy  its  power.  Many  have  en- 
deavoured to  correct  fome  imagi- 
nary ill  qualities  of  this  drug,  by 
toafting  it,  by  fermentation,  by 
long  continued  digeflions,  by  re- 
peated diffolutions  and  diftillations. 
Thefe  proceffes,  though  recom- 
mended by  many  late  writers,  do 
not  promife  any  Angular  advantage : 
they  may  indeed  weaken  the  opium ; 
but  by  this  very  means  become 
prejudicial,  rendering  the  medicine 
more  uncertain  in  its  operation, 
and  the  dofe  more  undetermined. 

Opium  applied  externally,  gives 
eafe  in  fundry  pains,  but  does  not, 
as  fome  have  fuppofed,  ftupify  the 
part,  or  render  it  infenfible  of  pain : 
ufed  immoderately,  it  is  faid  to 
produce  the  fame  ill  effects,  as 
when  taken  to  excefs  internally. 

OPOBALSAMUM  [L.  £.]  O- 
pobalfum,  or  balm  of  Gilead  ;  a 
refinous  juice,  obtained  from  an 
ever  green  tree,  or  fhrub,  growing 
fpontaneoufly  in  Arabia.  The  belt 
fort,  which  naturally  exudes  from 
the  plant,  is  fcarce  known  to  Eu- 
rope ;  and  the  inferior  kinds,  faid 
to  be  extracted  by  lightly  boiling 
the  leaves  and  branches  in  water, 
are  very  rarely  feen  among  us.  The 
true  opobalfam,  according  to  Al- 
pinus,  is  at  firft  turbid  and  white, 
of  a  very  flrong  pungent  fmell,  like 
that  of  turpentine,  but  much 
hvecter,  and  of  a  bitter,  acrid,  af- 
tt  in gent 
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tringent  tafte  :  upon  being  kept 
for  fome  time,  it  becomes  thin, 
limpid,  light,  of  a  greenilh  hue  ; 
then  of  a  gold  yellow  ;  and  at 
length  of  the  colour  of  honey  : 
after  this,  it  grows  thick  like  tur- 
pentine, and  lofes  much  of  its  fra- 
grance. This  balfam  is  of  great 
efteem  in  the  eaftern  countries, 
both  as  a  medicine,  and  as  an  odo- 
riferous unguent,  and  cofmetic. 
Its  great  fcarcity  has  prevented  its 
coming  into  ufe  among  us  :  in  the 
midiridate  and  theriaca,  which  it 
is  direcled  as  an  ingredient  in,  the 
college  allow  the  expreffed  oil  of 
nutmegs  as  a  fuccedaneum  to  it. 

OPOPANAX;   [L.E.]    a  con- 
crete   gummy   refinous  juice,    ob- 
tained from   the  roots  of  an  um- 
belliferous plant,   panaz   pajlinacce 
folio  C.  B.  which  grows  fpontane- 
oufly  in  the  warmer  countries,  and 
bears  the  colds  of  this.     The  juice 
Is  brought  from  Turkey   and  the 
Eaft   Indies,     fometimes  in  round 
drops  or  tears,  but  more  common- 
ly in  irregular  lumps,  of  a  reddifii 
yellow  colour  on  the  outride,  with 
fpecks  of  white,  inwardly  of  a  paler 
colour,    and  frequently  variegated 
with  large  white  pieces.     It  has  a 
peculiar  ftrong  fmell,  and  a  bitter, 
acrid,     fomewhat    naufeous    tafte. 
Its  virtues  are  thofe  of -an  attenuat- 
ing and  aperient  medicine :    Boer- 
haave     frequently     employed     it, 
along  with  ammoniacum  and  gal- 
banum,  in   hypochondriacal  dilbr- 
ders,  obftrudtions  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera,  and  fuppreffions  of  the  men- 
ftrual  evacuations  from  a  fluggifh- 
nefs  of  mucous   humours,    and  a 
want  of  due  elafticity  of  the  folids  : 
in  thefe  intentions  it  is  an  ufeful  in- 
gredient in  the  pilula  gumma  fee  of 
the  fhops .     It  may  be  given  by  itfelf 
in  the  dofe  of  a  fcrupie,  or  half  a 
dram :    a  whole  dram  proves,    in 


many  conftitutions, 
tive. 
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ORCHIS,  vide  Satyrkhc; 

ORIGANUM  ;  [L.  E.~\  origa- 
num Jyfaeftre,  cunila  bubula  Plinii 
C.B.  Wild  marjoram  ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  met  with  upon  dry  chalky 
hills;  and  in  gravelly  foils,  in  fe-. 
veral  parts  of  England.  It  has  a 
pleafant  fweet  fmell,  and  a  pun- 
gent tafte,  warmer  than  that  of  the 
garden  marjoram,  and  much  re- 
fembling  thyme,  which  it  feems  to 
agree  with  in  virtue.  An  elfential 
oil  diftilled  from  it,  is  kept  in  the 
lhops. 

There  is  another  fort  of  origanum 
called  Creticum,  whofe  flowers,  or 
rather  flowery  tops,  are  fometimes 
brought  to  us  from  Candy :  thefe 
have  an  agreeable  aromatic  flavour, 
fomewhat  ftronger  than  the  com- 
mon fort. 


OROBUS;    [£.] 


orohus  Jtliquzs 
articulatis,  femine  majore  C.  B, 
Bitter  vetch ;  the  feeds.  This 
plant  is  met  with,  though  not  very 
often,  in  our  gardens.  The  feeds 
have  a  farinaceous,  bitterifh,  dif- 
agreeable  tafte  :  they  ftand  recom- 
mended in  nephritic  complaints, 
but  have  long  been  ftrangers  to 
practice. 

ORYZA  [£.]   Rice;   the  feeds 

freed  from  the  outward  fkin  :  thefe 
are  brought  chiefly  from  Carolina, 
where  the  plant  is  cultivated  in  large 
quantities.  They  are  fufHciently 
nutritious,  and  afford  an  ufefui 
food  in  diarrhoeas,  dyfenteries, 
and  other  diforders  from  a  thin 
acrimonious  ftate  of  the  juices. 

OSTEOCOLLA  [E  ]  This  is  a 
foffil  fubftance,  found  in  many  parts 
of  Germany,  as  alfo  in  England, 

and 
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and  other  countries.  It  is  generally- 
met  with  in  loofe  fandy  grounds, 
fpreading,  from  near  the  furface  to 
a  confiderable  depth,  into  a  num- 
ber of  branches,  like  the  roots  of 
a  tree  :  it  is  of  a  whitifh  colour, 
rough  on  the  furface,  and  for  the 
molt  part  either  hollow  within,  or 
filled  with  folid  wood,  or  a  pow- 
dery woody  matter.  Sometimes 
the  roots  of  living  trees  are  found 
changed  into  this  kind  of  fubftance 
(fee  Nenman.  Pneh3.  chym.  pag. 
1592,  and  the  Berlin  Memoir es  for 
the  year  1748.) 

Powdered  ofteocolla  feparates, 
on  ablution  with  water,  into  two 
diftinci  fubftance.s ;  the  finer  mat- 
ter warned  over,  burns  into  quick- 
lime, and  agrees  on  all  trials  with 
powdered  limeftone  : '  the  groffer 
part  which  remains  is  mere  fand  : 
the  fand  and  calcareous  earth  are 
for  the  moll  part  nearly  in  an  equal 
proportion.  From  this  analyfis  we 
may  eafily  judge  of  the  virtue 
which  this  foffil  is  celebrated  for, 
that  of  bringing  on  a  callus  in  frac- 
tured bones. 

OXALIS,  vide  Acetosa. 


OXYACANTHA 

vide  Berberis. 


GALENI, 


OXYACANTHA     VULGA- 
RIS, vide  Spina  alba. 

OXYLAPATHUM,    vide  La- 

PATHUM. 

P^ONIA  ;  [L.  E.I  p.eoma  fo- 
lio nigricante  fptendido,  'qua  was 
C.  B.  Male  peony — paonia  fce- 
mina  flore  plena  rubro  ma j ore  C.  B. 
female  peony.  Thefe  plants  are 
cultivated  in  our  gardens  on  ac- 
count of  the  beauty  of  their  flowers  : 
the  female,  which  is  the  larger! 
and  mod  elegant,  and  for  this  rea- 
fon  the  moft  common,  is  the  only  one 
1 


which  the  fhops  are  fupplied  with. 
In  quality  they  are  fcarce  fenfibly 
different ;  and  hence  the  college 
allow  them  to  be  taken  promifcu- 
oufly.  The  roots  and  feeds  of 
peony,  have,  when  recent,  an  un- 
pleafant  fcent,  approaching  to  that 
of  the  narcotic  plants ;  and  a  fome- 
what  glutinous  fubacrid, tafte,  with 
a  light  degree  of  bitternefs  and  af- 
tringency  :  the  leaves  alfo  difcover 
an  aftringent  quality  both  to  the 
tafte,  and  by  changing  chalybeate 
folutious  of  a  purple  colour :  the 
flowers  have  little  tafte,  and  a  very 
faint,  not  agreeable  fmell.  The 
parts  that  have  been  chiefly  em- 
ployed for  medicinal  purpoies  are 
the  roots  and  feeds.  Thefe  are 
looked  upon  as  emollient,  corro- 
borant, and  lightly  anodyne ;  and 
fuppofed  to  be  of  fervice  in  fome 
kinds  of  obftrudions,  erofions  of  the 
vifcera,  heat  of  urine,  pains  in  the 
kidneys,  and  the  like.  The  vir- 
tue they  are  chiefly  celebrated  for 
is,  that  of  curing  fpafmodic  and  epi- 
leptic complaints  ;  which  many 
have  been  abfurd  enough  to  be- 
lieve that  the  root  of  this  plant 
would  do  by  being  only  worn 
about  the  neck. 

PALM  A  :  [£.]  palma  foliorum 
pediculis  fpinojis,  frucln  prtuiiformi, 
luteoy  oleofo  Sloan.  The  palm-oil 
tree  ;  the  oil  obtained  from  the 
kernels  of  the  fruit.  This  tree  is 
a  native  of  the  coaft  of  Guinea  and 
Cape  Verd  iflands  :  from  thefe 
places  it  has  been  tranfplanted  in- 
to Jamaica  and  Barbadoes.  The 
oil,  as  brought  to  us,  is  about  the 
confiftence  of  an  ointment,  and  of 
an  orange  colour ;  a  ftrong,  not 
difagreeable  fmell,  but  very  little 
tafte :  by  long  keeping,  it  lofes  its 
high  colour,  and  becomes  white  ; 
when  it  ought  to  be  rejected,  as  no 
longer  fit  for  ufe.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Guinea   coaft  are  faid  to 
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make  this  oil  part  of  their  food, 
and  to  employ  it  tor  the  fame  pur- 
pofes  as  we  do  butter.  With  us, 
it  is  rarely  given  inwardly,  and 
ufed  only  in  fome  external  appli- 
cations, for  pains  and  weakneis  of 
the  nerves,  cramps,  fprains,  and  the 
like.  The  common  people  apply 
it  to  the  cure  of  chilblains,  and 
when  early  made  ufe  of,  not  with- 
out fuccefs. 

PANICUM  ;  [£.]  panjcum  Ger- 
man i  cum,  Ji*ve  panicula  minor e  C.  B. 
Panic ;  the  feeds.  This  plant  is 
cultivated  in  fome  parts  of  Ger- 
many :  the  feeds  have  been  made 
ufe  of  in  food,  but  are  not  regard- 
ed as  medicines. 

PAP  AVER  ALBUM;  [L.  E.] 
papai-er  bortenfe  femine  alio  C.  B. 
The  large  garden  poppy,  with 
white  flowers  and  feeds ;  or  the 
white  poppy. 

PAPAVER  NIGRUM;  [£.] 
papa<ver  bortenfe  nigro  femine  C.  B. 
The  lefler  garden  poppy,  with 
purple  flowers  and  black  feeds  ;  or 
the  black  poppy. 

PAPAVER  RfLSAS  ;  \L.  £.] 
paposoer  erratkum  majus  C.  B.  The 
greater  of  the  hairy  wild  poppies, 
with  deep  red  flowers,  and  dark 
coloured  feeds ;  or  the  red  poppy, 
or  corn-rofe. 

The  heads  and  ftalks  of  thefe 
plants  contain  a  milky  juice ;  which 
may  be  collected  in  conflderable 
quantity,  by  lightly  wounding  them 
when  almofl  ripe  :  this  juice,  ex- 
pofed  for  a  few  days  to  the  air, 
thickens  into  a  ftifr  tenacious  mafs, 
agreeing  in  quality  with  the  opium 
brought  from  abroad  (fee  the  ar- 
ticle Opium.)  The  juices  of  all 
the  poppies  are  fimilar  to  one  an- 
other ;  the  only  difference  is  in 
the  quantity  afforded,  which  is  ge- 
nerally in  proportion  to  the  fize 
of  the  plants :  the  larger,  or  whits 
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poppy  is  the  fort  cultivated  by  the 
preparers  of  opium  in  the  eaftern 
countries,  and  for  medicinal  ufes 
in  this. 

Poppy  heads,    boiled  in  water, 
impart  to  the  menftruum  their  nar- 
cotic juice,   together  with  the  other 
juices,    which  they   have  in  com- 
mon with  vegetable  matters  in  ge-  . 
neral.     The  liquor  flrongly  preifed 
out,  fuffered  to  fettle,  clarified  with 
whites   of  eggs,      and  evaporated 
to  a  due  coniiftence,  yields  about 
one  fifth,  or  one  fixth  the  weight  of 
the  heads,  of  extract.  This  pofiefles 
the  virtues  of  opium  ;  but  requires 
to   be  given  in  double  its  dofe  to 
anfwer  the  fame  intention,  which 
it  is  faid  to   perform  without  oc- 
cafioning   a  naufea  and  giddinefs, 
the  ufualconfequences  of  the  other, 
(fee     the    Edinburgh     ejfays  abridg, 
vol.  i.  pag.  158  and  132.)  A  ftrong 
decocuon  of  the  heads,  mixed  with 
as  much  fugar  as  is  fufficient  to  re- 
duce it  into   the  conuftence  of  a 
fyrup,  becomes  fit  for  keeping  in 
a  liquid  form.     Both  thefe  prepa- 
rations   are   very  ufeful  ones,  tho' 
liable    to   variation    in     point    of 
Arength :    nor   does   this   inconve- 
nience feem  avoidable  by  any  care 
in  the  prefcriber,  or  the  operator  ; 
fince   the  poppy  heads  themfelves 
(according  to  their  degree  of  matu- 
rity,   and  the   foil   and   feafon  of 
which  they  are  the  produce)  con- 
tain   different    proportions  of  the 
narcotic  matter  to  the  other  juices 
of  the  plant ;  as  the  author  of  the 
pharmacopoeia    reformata   has    al- 
ready obferved. 

The  flowers  of  the  corn  poppy 
yield  upon  expreffion  a  deep  red 
juice,  and  impart  the  fame  colour 
to  aqueous  liquors.  A  fyrup  of 
them  is  kept  in  the  fnops :  this  is 
valued  chiefly  for  its  colour  ;  tho' 
fome  expecl  from  it  a  lightly  ano- 
dyne virtue. 

The  feeds  of  the  poppy  are  by 
many 
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many  reckoned  foporific;  Juncker 
lays,  they  have  the  fame  quality 
with  thofe  of  hyofcyamus,  and 
Herman  looks  upon  them  as  a 
good  fubftitute  to  opium  ;  milled 
probably  by  an  obfervation  which 
holds  in  many  plants,  that  the  feeds 
are  more  efficacious  than  the  vef- 
fels  in  which  they  are  contained. 
The  feeds  of  the  poppy  have  no- 
thing of  the  narcotic  juice  which  is 
lodged  in  their  covering,  and  in  the 
ftalks  ;  an  oil  expreffed  from  them 
has  been  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes 
as  oil  olive  ;  and  the  feeds  them- 
felves  taken  as  food  :  their  tafle  is 
fweetiih  and  farinaceous. 

PARALYSIS;  \L.E.]  verhaf- 
ailutn  pratenfe  odoratum  C.  B.  pri- 
mula weris  major  Rail.  Cowflips  ; 
the  flowers.  This  plant  grows  wild 
in  marines  and  moift  meadows.  The 
flowers  appear  in  April ;  they  have 
a  pleafant  fweet  fmell ,-  a  fubacrid, 
bitterifh,  fomewhat  aftringent  tafte. 
An  infufion  of  them,  ufed  as  tea, 
is  recommended  as  a  mild  corrobo- 
rant, in  nervous  complains,  and  in 
fome  female  diforders  proceeding 
from  a  deficiency  of  the  menftrual 
purgations.  A  ftrong  infufion  of 
them,  forms  with  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  fugar,  an  agreeable  fyrup, 
which  has  long  maintained  a  place 
in  the  fhops ;  by  boiling,  even  for 
a  little  time,  their  fine  flavour  is 
deftroyed. 

PAREIRA  BRAVA;  [£.]  the 
root  of  an  American  convolvulus, 
brought  to  us  from  Brazil,  in 
pieces  of  different  fizes,  fome  no 
bigger  than  ones  finger,  others  as 
large  as  a  child's  arm  :  it  is  crook- 
ed, and  varioufly  wrinkle'd  on  the 
furface;  outwardly  of  a  dark  co- 
lour, internally  of  a  dull  yellowifh, 
and  interwoven  with  woody  fibres, 
fo  that  upon  a  tranfverfe  fection,  a 
number  of  concentric   circles   ap- 
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pear,  croffed  with  fibres,  which 
run  from  the  centre  to  the  circum- 
ference :  it  has  no  fmell ;  the  tafte 
is  a  little  bitterifh,  blended  with  a 
fweetnefs,  like  that  of  liquorice. 
This  root  is  highly  extolled  by  the 
Brazilians  and  Portuguefe,  in  a 
greet  variety  of  difeafes,  particu- 
larly againft  fuppreffions  of  urine, 
nephritic  pains,  and  the  calculus. 
In  the  two  firft,  GeofFroy  fays  he 
has  given  it  with  good  fuccefs,  and 
that  the  patient  was  almoft  inftantly 
relieved  by  it,  a  copious  difcharge 
of  urine  fucceeding.  He  likewife 
obferved  large  quantities  of  gravel, 
and  even  fmall  ftones,  voided  after 
its  ufe  :  this  effect  he  attributes  not 
to  any  lithontriptic  power,  but  t® 
its  diffolving  the  vifcid  mucus,  by 
which  the  fabulous  matter  had  been 
detained.  He  likewife  relates,  that 
he  has  had  frequent  experience  of 
the  good  effects  of  this  root  in 
deterging  and  healing  ulcers  of 
the  kidneys  and  bladder,  where 
the  urine  came  away  purulent  and 
mucous,  and  could  not  be  voided 
at  all  without  extreme  pain :  by 
the  ufe  of  the  pareira,  the  urine 
foon  become  clear,  and  of  a  dus 
confiftence,  and  was  evacuated 
freely  ;  and  by  joining  to  this  me- 
dicine balfam  of  copaiba,  the  ulcer 
perfectly  healed.  The  attenuating 
quality,  which  he  has  difcovered 
in  this  root,  induced  him  to  make 
trial  of  it  in  other  difeafes,  proceed- 
ing from  tenacious  juices,  and  in 
thefe  likewife  it  fully  anfwered  his 
expectations  :  in  humoral  afthmas, 
where  the  lungs  were  fluffed  up, 
and  the  patient  almoft  fuffocated 
by  thick  phlegm,  an  infufion  of 
pareira,  after  many  other  medi- 
cines had  proved  ineffectual,  oc- 
cafioned  a  plentiful  expectoration, 
and  foon  completed  a  cure  :  in  the 
jaundice,  proceeding  from  thick 
bile,  it  did  excellent  fervice  ;  but 
in  an  itterical  cafe  where  the  liver 
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was  fwelled,  hard,  and  fchirrhous, 
this  medicine  did  no  good.  His 
dofeof  the  root  in  fubftance  is  from 
twelve  grains  to  half  a  dram,  and 
in  decoction  two  or  three  drams. 

PARIETARIA  ;  \L.  £.]  farie- 
faria  efficinarito  C.  B.  Pellitory 
of  the  wall  ;  the  leaves.  This  is 
a  fmall  plant,  growing  upon  old 
walls;  of  an  herbaceous,  fubfaline 
tafte,  without  any  fmell.  It  is  one 
of  the  five  emollient  herbs,  and  in 
this  intention  is  occasionally  made 
uie  of.  The  exprefied  juice  has 
been  given  in  the  dofe  of  three 
ounces  as  a  diuretic. 

PARTHENIUM,  vide  Matri- 

fcARIA. 

PASTTNACA   HORTENSIS ; 

\E.~]  paftinaca  lati folia  fativa  Rati. 
Garden  parfnips. 

PASTINACA  SYLVESTRIS 
\E.\  pafihiaca  Jyhejiris  latifolia 
Rail,  Wild  parfnips.  The  roots 
of  the  garden  parfnip  are  ufed  as 
food,  and  prove  fuifkiently  nutri- 
tious. The  feeds  of  both  forts  are 
lightly  aromatic  ;  thofe  of  the  wild 
are  ftrongeft. 

PENTAPHYLLUM  ;   [L.  £.] 

quinquefoliuni  majus  repens  C.  B. 
Cinquefoil  ;  the  root.  This  grows 
plentifully  in  hedges,  and  by  road 
iides.  The  root  is  moderately  af- 
tringent  ;  and  as  fuch  is  fometimes 
'exhibited  internally  againft  diar- 
rhoeas, and  other  fluxes ;  and  em- 
ployed in  gargarifms  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  gums,  &c.  The  cortical 
part  of  the  root  may  be  given,  in 
fubftance,  [to  the  quantity  of  a 
dram  ;  the  internal  is  consider- 
ably weaker,  and  requires  to  be 
given  in  double  this  dole  to  produce 
the  fame  effect.  ■ 

PEPO;  [E,T  peio  obkngus  C.   B, 
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The  pumpion ;  its  feeds.  Thefe 
are  very  rarely  met  with  in  the 
ihops  :  in  quality  they  are  not  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  cucumbers, 
melons,  and  the  others  called  cold 
feeds. 

PERICLYMENUM,  vide  Ca- 

PRIFOLIUM. 

PERSICARIA  MITISj  [£.] 
ferfecaria  ?naculofa  Rail.  Spotted 
arfmart;  the  leaves.  This  grows 
wild  in  moift  watery  places  :  the 
leaves  fornewhat  refemble  thofe  of 
the  perfica  mains,  and  have  gene- 
rally a  blackifh  fpot  in  the  middle  : 
their  tafte  is  roughiih  and  fubfaline. 
This  herb  is  recommended  chiefly 
for  external  purpofes  :  Tournefort 
allures  us  (in  the  memoirs  of  the 
French  academy,  1703)  that  it  is 
one  of  the  beft  vulneraries  and  an- 
tifeptics  he  knows,  and  that  a  de- 
coction of  it  in  wine  flops  gangrenes 
in  a  furprizing  manner.  The  pre- 
fent  practice  however  has  no 
dependance  on  it. 

PERSICARIA  URENS  ;  [£.] 
perjicaria  vulgaris  acris,  five  by- 
dropiper  Raii.  Biting  arfmart,  lake- 
weed,  or  water  pepper;  the  leaves. 
This  fort  is  readily  diftihguifhable 
from  the  former,  by  its  pilngent, 
biting,  pepper-like  tafle.  Its  vir- 
tues are  thofe  of  an  acrid  ftimulat-i 
ing  medicine  :  in  phlegmatic  ha- 
bits, it  promotes  the  urinary  dif- 
charge,  and  has  frequently  done 
good  fervice  in  fcorbutic  complaints. 
The  frefh  leaves  are  fometimes  ap- 
plied externally  for  cleanfmg  old 
fiftuloUs  ulcersj  andconfuming  fun- 
gous flefh  :  for  thefe  purpofes  they 
are  faid  to  be  employed  by  the  far- 
riers, among  whom  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  principally  made  uie  of. 

PERSICA  MALUS  ;  [E.]  per- 

fca  7710IU  came,  &c.     C.  B.      The 

peach  tree  ;  its  flowers  and  fruit. 

N  Peach' 
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Peach  flowers  have  an  agreeable 
fmell,  and  a  bitterifh  tafte  :  (Mil- 
led without  any  addition,  by  the 
heat  of  a  water-bath,  they  yield 
one  fixth  their  weight  or  more,  of 
a  whitiih  liquor,  which,  as  Mr. 
Boulduc  obferves,  communicates  to 
a  large  quantity  of  other  liquids^ 
a  flavour  like  that  of  the  kernels  of 
fruits.  An  infufion  in  water  of 
half  an  ounce  of  the  frefh  gathered 
flowers,  or  a  dram  of  them  when 
dried,  fweetened  with  fugar,  proves 
for  children  an  ufeful  laxative  and 
anthelmintic  :  the  leaves  of  the  tree 
are  in  this  intention  fomewhat  more 
efficacious,  though  lefs  agreeable. 
The  fruit  has  the  fame  quality  with 
the  other  dulco-acid  fruits,  that  of 
abating  heat,  quenching  thiril,  and 
gently  loofening  the  belly. 

PERUVIANUS  CORTEX ; 
[L.  E.~]  Peruvian  bark ;  the  bark 
of  a  tall  flender  tree,  growing  in 
Peru.  It  is  brought  to  us  in  pieces 
of  different  fizesj  fometimes  rolled 
up  into  fhort  thick  quills,  and  fome- 
times flat :  the  outfide  is  brownifh, 
and  generally  covered  in  part  with 
a  whitiih  mofs ;  the  infide  is  of  a 
yellowifh,  reddifhj  or  nifty  iron  co- 
lour. It  has  a  lightly  aromatic  fmell, 
fomewhat  muftyj  yet  not  difagree- 
able  ;  a  bitterifh,  aflringent  taftej 
which  dwells  long  upon  the  tongue, 
accompanied  with  a  degree  of 
aromatic  warmth.  The  fmall, 
thin,  flat  pieces  are  by  fome  ac- 
counted the  beft;  by  others,  the 
quill  fort,  with  the  rougheft  coat, 
efpecially  if  of  a  bright  cinnamon 
colour  on  the  infide  ;  tho'  the  large 
flat  pieces,  whether  rough  or 
fmooth,  cf  a  lighter  or  darker  co- 
lour, are  often  of  equal  goodnefs. 
The  bell  bark  is  that  which  is 
flrongeft  in  fmell  and  tafle :  this 
likewife  proves  friable  betwixt  the 
teeth,    and  doth  not  fepajate  into 


fibres  ;  it  breaks  not  fhivery,  but 
clofe  and  fmooth. 

The  virtues  of  this  bark,    as  a 
febrifuge,  were  difcovered  by   the 
Indians  about  the  year  1 500  :  Eu- 
rope  did  not    become    acquainted 
with  it   till   1 649 :  nor  was  it  re- 
ceived into  general  practice  till  fe- 
veral  years  after  this  :  fome  ill  con- 
fequences,  enfuing  from  its  impru- 
dent ufe,  having  brought  it  for  a 
time  into  difrepute.      At  prefent, 
it  is  looked  upon  as  the  moil  effec- 
tual remedy  in  intermittent  fevers 
of  almoft  every  kind,  and  fafe  in 
all    ages  and  conftitutions ;  provid- 
ed  it  be  judicioufly  and  feafonably 
adminiftered,    and    due  regard  be 
had  to  the  circumftances  of  the  dif- 
eafe.     The  modern  practice,   pre- 
vious to  the  exhibition  of  this  me- 
dicine, ufually  gives   an  emetic  at 
the  beginning  of  a  paroxyfm  ;  in 
fome  cafes  a  cathartic,  and  in  ple- 
thoric habits  venaefedtion,  are  pre- 
mifed :  thefe  render   the  bark   not 
only  more  fafe,  but  likewife  more 
certain  and  fpeedy  in  its  operation  : 
where   thefe   evacuations  are  neg- 
lected, or  not  fufhciently  plentiful, 
the   difeafe,  if  of   long   funding, 
fcarce  yields  to  the  cortex ;  or   if 
it   appears  at  length   fubdued,  yet 
the  patient   does   not  recover  his 
ibrength,  and  foon  fuffers  a  relapfe. 
The  ufe  of  the  bark  is  begun  at  the 
end  of  a  paroxyfm,  and  repeated, 
in  the  quantity  of  half  a  dram  (more 
or  lefs,    according  to  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  patient)  every  third 
or   fourth    hour  during    the  inter- 
miffion  :  where  the  fever  is  of  the 
bilious  kind,  and  accompanied  with 
great  heat,  a  little  nitre  is  joined  : 
in  all  cafes,  moderate  exercife  ge- 
nerally   promotes   its    effect.      At 
firft,   it    ufually  loofens   the  belly, 
and  fometimes  operates  as  if  a  c.i- 
thartic    had  been    taken ;    and    by 
this  means  fupplies  the  dmifiion  of 
evacu ■ 
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evacuations  before  its  exhibition  :  if 
the  purging  continues,  the  medi- 
cine does  not  anfwer  the  purpofes 
intended  by  it  :  in  fuch  cafe,  a 
little  opium  is  added,  which  effec- 
tually fuppreffes  the  flux:  if  after 
this,  the  patient  continues  too  cof- 
tive,  recourfe  is  had  to  glyfters. 
The  loofenefs,  however,  ought  not 
to  be  ftopt  too  foon :  on  the  con- 
trary, where  the  bark  does  not  it- 
felf  produce  this  effect,  it  is  necef- 
fary,  as  Dr.  Mead  informs  us,  to 
join  to  it  a  little  rhubarb,  fo  as  to 
occafion  for  a  time  two  (tools  a 
day ;  by  this  means  the  difeafe  is 
more  effectually  cured,  and  lefs 
fubject  to  be  followed  by  a  dropfy, 
or  ill  habit  of  body  :  after  a  dram 
or  two  of  rhubarb  have  been  taken, 
it  is  to  be  difcontinued,  and  the 
bark  exhibited  by  itfelf.  During 
the  ufe  of  the  bark,  the  pulfe 
(which,  betwixt  the  paroxyfms,  is 
generally  weak  and  flow)  becomes 
ftronger  and  quicker,  the  appetite 
mends,  the  patient  becomes  more 
chearful,  and  perforation  increafes; 
thefe  may  be  looked  upon  as  cer- 
tain prefages  of  ics  fuccefs.  Thefe 
effects  of  the  bark  have  been  too 
frequently  overlooked  in  the  cure 
of  agues,  though  it  is  certain,  that 
perfpiration,  for  initance,  contri- 
butes greatly  to  it  :  hence  in  warm 
weather,  fevers  yield  more  eafily 
than  in  cold  :  thofe  which  have 
continued  all  the  winter  frequently 
go  off  fpontaneoufly  on  the  return 
of  fummer  ;  and  exercife  alone  has 
fometimes  performed  a  cure.  After 
the  fever  has  been  removed,  the 
medicine  is  continued  for  fome 
time  longer,  to  prevent  a  relapfe; 
and  evacuations,  unlefs  ablblutely 
neceflary,  abftained  from.  The 
difeafe  is  neverthelefs  feldom  com- 
pleatly  cured  before  fome  very  con- 
fiderable  evacuation,  either  by  (tool, 
urine,  or  perfpiration,  enfues :  if 
this  does  not  fucceed  fpontaneoufly, 


179 

cathartics,  diuretics,  or  diaphore- 
tics, are  given  in  conjuction  with 
the  bark,  otherwife  the  patient  con- 
tinues weak,  and  without  appetite, 
till  either  the  difeafe  returns,  or 
changes  into  one  of  a  different 
kind. 

In  fymptomatic  agues,  hectic, 
and  purulent  fevers,  cacochymic 
habits,  and  where  the  hpochondres 
are  (welled  and  diltended,this  medi- 
cine is  improper,  and  for  the  molt 
part  prejudicial.  Its  manifeft  aftrin- 
gency  forbids  it  ufe  in  obftrudtions 
of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  or  fup- 
preffion  of  any  critical  evacuation  ; 
until  the  obftruction  is  firft  removed, 
or  the  evacuation  had  its  due  co'urfe. 

In  acute,  inflammatory,  or  ma- 
lignant fevers,  the  bark  does  not 
fsem  to  have  any  good  effect:. 
Neverthelefs,  in  the  decline  of  long 
nervous  fevers,  or  after  a  remiflion, 
when  from  bad  habit,  old  age,  fa- 
tigue, or  the  like,  the  patient  is  ex- 
tremely weak,  and  the  pulfe  low, 
the  cortex  proves  a  medicine  of  ex- 
cellent fervice  ;  provided  that  there 
is  no  extravafation,  that  the  veiTels 
remain  entire,  and  pus  is  riot  al- 
ready formed. 

Peruvian  bark  has  likewife  been 
found  eminently  ferviceable  in 
gangrenes  and  mortifications,  pro- 
ceeding either  from  an  internal  or  ex- 
ternal caufe.  In  all  the  cafes  of  this 
kind,  where  it  proved  fuccefsful,  it 
occafloned  a  kind  fuppuration, 
which  degenerated  when  the  ufe  of 
the  medicine  was  difcontinued,  and 
again  turned  kindly  upon  refuming 
it.  Some  have  been  hence  induced 
to  exhibit,  the  cortex  in.  variolous 
cafes,  where  either  the  puftules  did 
not  rightly  fuppurate,  or  petechias 
(hewed  a  difpofkion  to  a  gangrene; 
and  here  likewife  it  ahfwered  expec- 
tation :  the  empty  veficles  filed  with 
matter,  the  watery  fanies  changed 
into  thick  white  pus,  the  petechia* 
became  gradually  of  a  pale  colour, 
N  2  and 
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and  at  length  difappeared,  and  the 
pox  began  to  turn  fooner  than  was 
expecled.  See  the  Edinburgh  medi- 
cal ejfays. 

The  bark  has  been  applied  like- 
wife,  and  not  without  fuccefs,  to 
the  cure  of  periodic  head-achs, 
hyfteric  and  hypochondriac  fits, 
and  other  diforders,  which  have 
regular  intermiffions.  By  its  af- 
tringency  and  aromatic  quality,  it 
ftrengthens  the  whole  nervous  fy- 
ftem/and  proves  ufeful  in  weaknefs 
of  the  ftomach,  and  fundry  chro- 
nical diforders,  proceeding  from 
too  great  laxity  of  the  fibres.  In 
obftinate  uterine  fluxes,  and  old 
gleets,  bark  joined  with  chalybeates 
has  notable  effedls. 

The  virtues  of  Peruvian  bark  re- 
fide  chiefly  in  a  refmous  fubftance, 
and  hence  are  extracted  in  perfec- 
tion by  rectified  fpirit.  Aqueous 
liquors  gain  little  from  it,  without 
ftrong  coftion,  by  which  the  refin 
is  melted  out,  and  mingled  with 
the  water ;  which  whilft  hot  appears 
tranfparent,  but  in  cooling  grows 
turbid,  and  depofites  great  part 
©f  the  refin  to  the  bottom.  Water 
elevates  in  diftillation  the  aromatic 
part  of  the  bark  ;  pure  fpirit  brings 
over  nothing.  Hence'  an  aqueous 
extracl:  proves  not  only  lefs  in 
quantity,  but  likewife  inferior  in 
quality  to  one  made  with  rectified 
fpirit.  Proof  fpirit  extracts  the 
virtues  of  this  drug  in  tolerable  per- 
fection, in  the  cold  ;  heht  enables 
it  to  take  up  more  than  it  can 
retain  when  cold.  Spirit  of  fal 
ammoniac,  prepared  with  fixt  al- 
Caline  falts,  gains  very  little  from 
the  cor/ex,  either  with  or  without 
heat  :  the  fpirit  prepared  with 
quicklime,  and  the  dulcified  fpirit, 
in  a  few  hours  become  ftrong- 
ly  impregnated  with  its  frnell  and 
tafte 

The    fubftances    ufually   joined 
with  balk  in  prescription  feern  cal- 


culated either  to  promote  its  effi- 
cacy, or  merely  for  reducing  it  in- 
to the  intended  form  ;  without 
much  regard  to  its  agreeablenefs, 
and  the  conveniency  of  taking  it : 
this  is  neverthelefs  a  point  of  great 
confequence,  as  its  tafte  and  the 
quantity  which  is  neceffary,  make 
the  patient  too  frequently  loath  it 
before  enough  has  been  taken  to 
produce  the  defired  effedt.  Ifde- 
figned  to  be  exhibited  in  the  folid 
form  of  a  bolus,  eteaary,  &c.  it 
fhould  be  made  up,  not,  as  is  cuf- 
tomary,  with  fyrups,  but  with  mu- 
cilages :  with  the  former,  it  flicks 
about  the  mouth  and  fauces,  whence 
its  tafte  remains  for  a  confideroble 
time  ;  with  the  latter  it  paffes  free- 
ly, fcarce  leaving  any  tafte  in  the 
mouth.  Aromatics  do  not  prevent 
the  tafte  of  the  bark  difcovering 
itfelf ;  extracl:  of  liquorice  very  ef- 
fectually conceals  it.  The  extract 
of  logwood  alfo,  joined  to  that  of 
bark,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  mu- 
cilage, form  a  very  elegant  and  a- 
greeable  compofition. 

PETASITT&;  IE.]  peta/ftis  ma- 
jor et  vulgaris  C.  B.  Eutter  bur  ; 
the  root.  This  grows  wild  by 
the  fides  of  ditches,  and  in  mea- 
dows :  it  fends  forth  fhort  fcaly 
ftalks  in  the  fpring,  bearing  {pikes 
of  purplifh  flowers  ;  after  this  the 
leaves  appear,  which  are  very  large, 
and  hollowed  in  about  the  middle, 
fo  as  to  refemble  a  bonnet,  or 
what  the  Greeks  called  ttsWoc, 
whence  the  name  of  the  plant.  The 
roots  have  a  ftrong  fmell ;  a  bitter- 
ifh,  aromatic,  not  very  agreeable 
tafte ;  they  have  been  given  in 
the  dofe  of  a  dram  or  more,  as 
an  aromatic,  and  likewife  as  an 
aperient  and  deobftruent  ;  thefe 
virtues,  however,  they  pofiefs  in  l"o 
low  a  degree,  as  to  have  loft  their 
reputation  in  the  (hops. 

PETRO- 
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PETROLEUM  [£.]  Rock  oil. 
This  is  a  general  name  for  fundry 
liquid  bitumens,  or  mineral  oils, 
which  fpontaneoufly  exude  from 
the  earth,  or  from  clefts  of  rocks. 
Thefe  oils  are  found  in  almoft  all 
countries,  but  in  greateu  quantities 
in  the  warmer  ones :  fome  are  met 
with  in  different  parts  of  England  ; 
and.  many  of  our  common  bitumi- 
nous minerals,  as  pitcoal,  &c.  af- 
ford on  diftillation  oils  not  greatly 
different  from  them.  The  fined, 
fort  of  this  commodity  comes  from 
the  duchy  of  Modena  in  Italy, 
where  three  different  kinds  are 
found  :  the  beft  is  almoft  as  clear, 
fluid,  and  transparent  as  water,  of 
a  highly  penetrating,  yet  not  dif- 
agreeable fmell,  fomewhat  like 
that  of  rectified  oil  of  amber :  the 
fecond  fort  is  of  a  clear  yellow  co- 
lour, not  fo  fluid  as  the  former, 
lefs  penetrating,  and  partaking 
more  of  the  oil  of  amber  fmell : 
the  third,  or  word:,  is  of  a  blackifh 
red  colour,  of  a  thicker  confidence, 
and  more  difagreeable,  than  the 
two  foregoing.  The  firft  of  thefe 
is  very  rarely  met  with  in  the  (hops ; 
the  fecond,  mixed  with  a  little  of 
the  third,  and  fome  fubtile  oil,  is 
ufually  fent  us  inftead  of  it.  Pe- 
troleum readily  catches  fire,'  and, 
if  pure,  burns  entirely  away  :  di- 
ftiiled,  it  becomes  fomewhat  more 
pellucid  than  before  (a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  yellowifti  matter  remaining) 
and  lofes  greatly  of  its  natural 
fmell :  it  unites  with  the  efiential 
oils  of  vegetables,  not  at  all  with, 
vinous  fpirits  :  the  finer  forts  are 
fo  light  as  to  fwim  upon  the  mod. 
highly  rectified  fpirit.  Petroleum 
is  at  prefent  very  rarely  employed 
as  a  medicine,  though  if  the  finer- 
kinds  could  be  procured  genuine, 
they  fhould  feem  to  defcrve  fome 
notice  :  they  are  more  agreeable 
than  the  oil  of  amber,  and  milder 
than  that  of  turpentine ;    the  vir- 


tues of  both  which  they  participate 
of.  They  are  principally  recom- 
mended by  authors  for  external 
purpofes,  againft  pains  and  aches, 
in  paralytic  complaints,  and  for 
preventing  chilblains.  For  thefe 
intentions,  fome  of  the  more  com- 
mon mineral  oils  have  been  made 
ufe  of  with  good  fuccefs :  an  oil 
extracted  from  a  kind  of  fto'fle  coal 
has  been  cried  up  among  the  com- 
mon people,  under  the  name  of 
Britifhoil,  forrheqmatic  pains,  <Src. 
even  this  is  often  counterfeited  by 
a  fmall  portion  of  oil  of  amber 
added  to  the  common  expreifed 
oils. 

PETROLEUM  BARBABENSE 
[L.]  Barbadoes  tar.  This  is  thicker 
than  the  foregoing  petrolea,  and 
nearly  of  the  confiilence  of  com- 
mon tar  :  it  is  of  a  reddifh  black 
colour,  a  difagreeable  fmell,  Jefs 
pungent  than  the  other  forts. 
This  bitumen  is  found  in  feveral  of 
our  American  iflands,  where  it  is 
edeemed  hy  the  inhabitants  of 
great  fervice  as  a  fudorific,  and  in 
diforders  of  the  bread:  and  lungs, 
though,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  at- 
tended with  inflammation,  it  is 
certainly  improper;  they  likewife 
apply  it  externally  as  a  difcutient, 
and  for  preventing  paralytic  difor- 
ders. Among  us  it  is  rarely  ufed, 
and  not  often  to  be  met  with 
genuine.  The  college  employ  it 
as  a  mendruum  for  fulphur  in  the 
balfamum  fulpburh  Barhadenfe,  and 
direct  an  oil  to  he  diddled  from  it. 

PETROSELINUM  MACEBO- 

NICUM  ;  \L.  £.]  aphim  Macedo- 
nicum  C.  B.  Macedonian  parfiey  ; 
the  feeds. 

PETROSELINUM  VULGA- 
RE  ;  \L.  E.\  ap'mm  bortenfe  feu  i>e- 
trofelitium  vulgo  C.  B.  Common 
parfiey  ;  the  roots,  leaves,  and 
feeds. 

The  firft  of  thefe  plants  is  fome- 
N   3  times 
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times  met  with  in  our  gardens  ; 
the  fecond  is  commonly  cultivated 
for  culinary  purpofes.  The  feeds 
of  both  have  an  aromatic  flavour, 
and  are  occafionally  made  ufe  of 
as  carminatives,  Sec.  Thofe  of  the 
Macedonian  parfley  are  the  ftrong- 
eft,  though  generally  fupplied  by 
the  other.  The  root  of  parfiey  is 
one  of  the  five  aperient  roots,  and 
in  this  intention  is  fometimes  made 
an  inpredient  in  apozems  and  diet 
drinks :  if  liberally  ufed,  it  is  apt 
to  occafion  flatulencies,  and  thus, 
by  diftending  the  vifcera,  produces 
a  contrary  effect  to  that  intended 
by  it  :  the  tafle  of  this  root  isfome- 
v/hat  fweetifh,  with  a  light  degree 
of  warmth  and  aromatic  flavour. 

PEUCEDANUM  ;  [£.]  petice- 
dar.um  Germankum  C.  B.  Hogs 
fennel,  or  fulphur  wort ;  the  root. 
This  plant  grows  wild  by  the  fea 
Jhores,  and  in  moift  fhady  places. 
The  roots  have"  a  ftrong  difagree- 
abie  fmeil,  fomewhat  refembling 
that  of  fulphureous  iblutions ;  and 
an  un&uous,  fubacrid,  bitterifh 
take.  They  are  looked  upon  as 
ilimulating  and  attenuating,  and 
fuppofed  to  promote  expectoration 
and  urine  :  the  expreffed  juice  was 
employed  by  the  ancients  as  an 
errhine  in  lethargic  diforders.  The 
prefent  practice  pays  no  regard  to 
them  in  any  intention. 

PKU,    vide  Valeriana    syl- 
vestris. 

PILOSELLA,  vide  Auricula 

JMURIS. 

PfMENTA,    vide    Piper    Ja- 

MAICENSE. 

PIMPINELLA  SANGUISOR- 
BA  ;  \E.~\  pimpinella  '  fangidjorba 
jr.'nwr  hirfuta  et  l<s<vis  C.  B.  Bur- 
net ;  the  leaves  :  this  grows  wild 
upon  dry  ch-lky  hills  :  fuch  as  is 
cultivated  in  gardens,  though  pre- 
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ferred  by  fome,  is  inferior  in  qua- 
lity to  the  wild  fort.  The  leaves 
are  mildly  aftringent,  and  fome- 
times employed  in  this  intention, 
in  dyfenteries  and  haemorrhages. 

PIMPINELLA  SAXIFRAGA 
\_L.  E.]  Burnet  faxifrage  ;  the  root. 
Three  forts  of  this  plant  are  taken 
notice  of  by  medical  writers : 

1.  Pimpinella'  faxifraga  major, 
umbella  Candida  C.  B.  This  is  the 
fpecies  celebrated  by  the  German 
writers  under  the  name  of  pimpi- 
nella alba :  it  is  not  very  common 
in  this  country,  and  therefore  our 
markets  have  been  generally  fup- 
plied with  the  following. 

2.  Pimpinella  faxifragn  minor 
foliis  fanguiforbes    Rail.       Tragofeli- 

nu?n  alterum  majus  Tcurn.  This  is 
not  unfrequently  met  with  in  dry 
pailure  grounds. 

3.  Pimpinella  faxifraga  ?ninor 
C.  B— foliis  diffkais  Hfi.  Oxan. 
This  fort  is  the  moft  common  in 
the  fields  about  London  :  it  grows 
taller  than  the  others,  but  the 
leaves  are  lefs. 

All  thefe  plants  feem  to  be  pof- 
feffed  of  the  fame  qualities,  and  to 
■  differ  only  in  external  appearance  ; 
and  even  in  this  their  difference  is 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  Linnaeus 
has  joined  them  into  one,  under 
the  general  name  of  pimpinella. 
Our  college,  infiead  of  the  firft, 
which  has  been  generally  under- 
ftood  as  the  officinal  fort,  allow 
either  of  the  other  (which  are  more 
common)  to  be  ufed  promifcuoufly. 
The  roots  of  pimpinella  have  a 
grateful,  warm,  very  pungent  tafte, 
which  is  entitely  extra&ed  by  rec- 
tified fpirits :  in  diftillation,  the 
menftruum  arifes,  leaving  all  that 
it  had  taken  up  from  the  root, 
united  into  an  elegant,  3romatic 
refin.  This  root  promifes,  from 
its  fenfible  qualities,  to  be  a  medi- 
cine of  confiderable  utility  ;  tho' 
little  regarded  in  common  praflice. 
Stahl. 
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Stahl,  Hoffman,  and  other  Ger- 
man phyiicians,  are  extremely  fond 
of  it,  and  recommend  it  as  an  ex- 
cellent ftomachic,  refolvent,  deter- 
gent, diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and  a- 
lexipharmac.  They  frequently  ex- 
hibited it,  and  not  without  fuecefs, 
in  fcorbutic  and  cutaneous  diforders, 
foulnefs  of  the  blood  and  juices, 
tumours  and  obftructions  of  the 
glands,  and  difeafes  proceeding 
from  a  deficiency  of  the  fluid  fecre- 
tions  in  general.  Boerhaave  directs 
the  ufe  of  this  medicine  in  afth- 
matic  and  hydropic  cafes,  where 
the  flxongeft  refolvents  are  indi- 
cated :  the  form  he  prefers  is  a 
watery  infufion  ;  but  the  fpirituous 
tincture  poflerles  the  virtues  of  the 
root  in  much  greater  perfection. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  pim- 
■plnella  called  nigra,  from  its  root 
being  externally  of  a  bright  black 
colour,  whilft  thofe  of  the  forego- 
ing forts  are  whitifh  :  this  is  re- 
markable for  its  yielding  an  e/Ten- 
tial  oil  of  a  blue  colour.  It  grows 
wild  in  fome  parts  of  Germany, 
SwifTerland,  &c.  and  is  now  and 
then  met  with  in  our  gardens. 

PIPER  NIGRUM:  [L.  £.] 
Black  pepper;  the  fruit  of  a  plant 
growing  in  Java,  Malabar,  &c. 
gathered  probably  before  it  is  fully 
ripe,  and  exficcated  in  the  fan.  This 
is  the  only  fpice  which  we  import 
directly  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  all 
the  others  comino-  through  the  hands 
cf  the  Dutch. 

PIPER  ALBUM  ;  [L.  £.]  White 
pepper  ;  the  fruit  of  the  black  pep- 
per plant,  gathered  when  ripe,  and 
decorticated  by  maceration  in  wa- 
ter. The  grains,  as  brought  to  us, 
have  fometimes  pieces  of  a  dark 
coloured  fkin  {till  upon  them. 

PIPER.  LONGUM  ;  [L.  E.] 
Long  pepper.  This  is  the  fruit  of 
a  different  plant,  growing  alio  in 
the  Eaft  Indies.     It  is  of  a  cylin- 


drical figure,  about  an  inch  and  an 
half  in  length  ;  the  external  furface 
appears  compofed  of  numerous  mi- 
nute grains  difpofed  round  the  fruit 
in  a  kind  of  fpiral  direction. 

All  thefe  fpices  have  a  pun- 
gent fmell,  and  a  very  hot  biting 
tafte.  The  long  fort,  which  is  the 
hotteft  and  ftro..geft,  is  mo  ft  fre- 
quently made  ufe  of  for  medicinal 
purpofes ;  the  black,  as  being  more 
grateful,  for  culinary  ones ;  the 
white,  which  is  the  weakeft  of  the 
three,  is  rarely  employed  for  either. 
The  warmth  and  pungency  of  thefe 
fpices  reiides  chiefly  in  their  refmous 
part ;  their  aromatic  odour  in  an 
eflential  oil.  The  genuine  diftilled 
oil  fmells  ftrong  of  the  pepper,  but 
has  very  little  acrimony ;  the  re- 
maining decoction  infpiffated,  yields 
an  extract  considerably  pungent. 
A  tincture  made  in  rectified  fpirit 
is  extremely  hot  and  fiery  ;  a  few 
drops  of  it  let  the  mouth  as  it  were 
in  a  flame. 

PIPER  JAMAICENSE ;  [I.E.] 
Pimento  or  Jamaica  pepper  ;  the 
amomufn  of  many  of  the  German 
writers.  This  is  the  produce  of 
our  own  plantations ;  it  is  the  fruit 
of  a  large  tree,  growing  fponta- 
neoufly  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Jamaica,  called  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
myrtus  arhorea,  aromatica,  filiis 
laurinis.  The  fmell  of  this  fpice. 
refembles  a  mixture  of  cinnamon, 
cloves,  and  nutmegs ;  its  tafte  ap- 
proaches to  that  of  cloves,  or  a 
mixture  of  the  three  foregoing  : 
whence  it  has  received  the  name  of 
all -fpice.  The  {hops  have  been 
for  fome  time  accuftomed  to  em- 
ploy this  aromatic  as  a  fucceda- 
neura  to  the  more  coftly  fpices, 
and  from  them  it  has  been  intro- 
duced into  our  holpitals  :  the  col- 
lege have  given  it  a  place  in  their 
late  difpenfatory,  and  direct  a  Am- 
ple water  to  be  diftilled  from  it, 
N  4  which 
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which  poffeffes  the  flavour  of  the 
pimento  in  great  perfection.  It 
yields  a  large  quantity  of  a  plea- 
fiant  elTential  oil,  which,  like  that 
obtained  from  the  eaftern  fpices, 
finks  in  water.  Rectified  fpirit  ex- 
tracts its  pungency  and  flavour,  and 
elevates  nothing  in  diflillation. 

PIPER  INDrCUM  ;  cafficum 
\E.~\  cafficum  filiqids  longis  propen- 
dentlbus  Tcurn.  Guinea  pepper ; 
the  fruit.  This  is  an  annual  plant 
met  with  in  our  gardens  ;  it  ripens 
its  red  pods  in  September  or  Octo- 
ber. The  tafte  of  capflcum  is  ex- 
tremely pungent  and  acrimonious, 
fetting  the  mouth  as  it  were  on 
fire.  It  is  rarely  made  ufe  of  in 
medicine,  being  chiefly  employed 
for  culinary  purpofes  :  a  fpecies  of 
it,  called  in  the  Weft  Indies  bird 
pepper,  is  the  bafis  of  a  powder 
brought  us  from  thence  under  the 
name  of  Cayan  pepper. 

PISUM  ;  [£.]  plfum  arvenfe fore 
candido,  fruclu  rot  undo  albo  C.  B. 
Peas  j  the  feeds.  Thefe  are  com- 
monly ufed  in  food,  but  very  rarely 
for  any  medicinal  purpofes. 

PIX  LIQUID  A  ;  [L.  E.)  Tar  ; 
a  thick,  black,  unctuous  fubftance  ; 
obtained  from  old  pines  and  fir- 
trees,  by  burning  them  with  a 
clofe  fmothering  heat.  It  differs 
from  the  native  refinous  juice  of 
the  trees  (fee  terebinthind)  in  having 
received  a  difagreeable  impreffion 
from  the  fire,  and  containing  a 
portion  of  the  faline  and  other  juices 
united  with  the  refinous  and  oily  : 
by  the  mediation  of  thefe,  a  part 
of  the  terebinthinate  oil  proves  dif- 
foluble  in  aqueous  liquors,  which 
extract  little  or  nothing  from  the 
purer  turpentines.  Water  impreg- 
nated with  the  more  foluble  parts 
of  tar,  proves  in  confequence  of 
this  hot  pungent  oil,  warm  and  fti- 


mulating  :  it  fenfibly  raifes  thepulfe 
and  quickens  the  Circulation :  by 
thefe  qualities,  in  cold  languid 
phlegmatic  habits,  it  ftrengthens 
the  folids,  attenuates  vifcid  juices, 
opens  obftrudlions  of  the  minuter 
veffels,  and  promotes  perfpiration 
'and  the  fluid  fecretiGns  in  general ; 
whilft  in  hot  bilious  temperaments, 
it  difpofes  to  inflammation,  and 
aggravates  the  complaints  which  it 
has  been  employed  to  remove. 

PIX  ARIDA;  [Z.JDryorftone 
pitch.  This  is  the  pix  liquida  ex- 
ficcated  by  heat  :  in  this  procefs, 
a  part  of  the  acid  and  the  more  vo- 
latile oil  are  diffipated  along  with 
the  aqueous  moifture ;  and  hence 
the  product  proves  confiderably  lefs 
active.  It  is  made  ufe  of  only  in 
external  applications,  as  a  warm 
adhefive,  refinous  fubftance. 

PIX  SICCA  NAVALIS  ;  [E.} 
This  is  generally  allowed  to  be  the 
fame  with  the  foregoing  dry  pitch 
or  infpiffated  tar.  According  to 
Geoffroy,  it  is  compounded  of  a 
ftrange  mixture  of  tallow,  and  tar, 
and  palimpiffa,  and  an  artificial 
black  pitch  ;  which  artificial  pitch 
is  itfelf  compofed  of  tar  and  palim-- 
piffa  ;  and  this  palimpiffa  is  no  o- 
ther  than  an  infpiffated  tar  :  fo  that 
notwithftanding  this  fhew  of  com- 
pofition,  the  refult  is  only  a  mix- 
ture of  pitch  with  a  little  tallow. 

PIX  BURGUNDICA;  [L.E.] 
Burgundy  pitch.  This  is  of  a  fo- 
lid  confidence,  yet  fomewhat  foft, 
of  a  reddifh  brown  colour,  and 
more  agreeable  in  fmell  than  either 
of  the  foregoing.  Geoffroy  relates 
that  it  is  compofed  of  gallipot  (a 
foliJ  whitifh  refin  which  feparates 
from  fome  of  the  terebinthttue  as 
they  run  from  the  tree)  melted 
with  common  turpentine  and  a  lit- 
tle of  its  diflilled  oil.  Dale  informs 
us,  from  the  relation  of  a  gentle- 
man who  faw  the  preparation  of 
this  commodity  in  Saxony  (from 
whsac« 
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whence  we  are  chiefly  fupplied  with 
it)  that  it  is  no  more  than  the  com- 
mon turpentine  boiled  a  little. 

PLANTAGO  LATIFOLIA  ; 
[E]  Common  broad-leaved  plan- 
tane,  called  feptiner<via,  from  its 
having  feven  large  nerves  or  ribs 
running  along  each  leaf;  the  nar- 
row leaved  fort  has  only  five  ribs, 
and  hence  is  named  quinquener<via  : 
they  are  both  common  in  fields, 
and  by  road  fides.  The  leaves  are 
lightly  aftringent,  and  the  feeds 
faid  to  be  fo  ;  and  hence  they  ftand 
recommended  in  hannorrhagies, 
and  other  cafes  where  medicines  of 
this  kind  are  proper.  The  leaves, 
bruifed  a  little,  are  the  ufual  ap- 
plication of  the  common  people  to 
ilight  flefh  wounds. 

PLUMBUM  ;  [L.  £.]  Lead. 
This  is  the  heavieft  of  the  metals 
except  gold  :  it  melts  in  a  moderate 
heat,  and  if  kept  in  fufion,  is  foon 
converted  partly  into  fume  and 
partly  into  an  afh  coloured  calx 
(plumbum  ufium  ; )  this  expofed  to  a 
itxonger  fire,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  flame  may  play  upon  its  furface, 
becomes  firft  yellow,  and  after- 
wards of  a  deep  red,  [minium  or 
red  lead  ;)  if  in  this  procefs  the  fire 
be  fuddenly  raifed  to  a  confiderable 
height,  the  calx  melts,  afiumes  the 
appearance  of  oil,  and  on  cooling 
forms  a  foft  leafy  fubftance  of  a 
yellowifh  or  reddifh  colour  [lit  barge .) 
The  proper  menftruum  of  this  me- 
tal is  aquafortis  :  the  vegetable  a- 
cids  likewife  diiTolve  it,  but  in  very 
fmall  quantity  :  a  quart  of  diftilled 
vinegar  will  not  take  up  a  dram  ; 
expofed  to  the  iteam  of  vinegar,  it 
is  by  degrees  corroded  into  a  white 
powder  [cerufie)  which  is  confider- 
ably  more  eafy  of  folation.  The 
calces  of  lead  diiTolve,  by  heat,  in 
exprefied  oils ;  thefe  mixtures  are 
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trfc  bafis  of  feveral  officinal  plaflers 
and  unguents.  Cryftals  of  this  me- 
tal made  with  difiilled  vinegar  (call- 
ed from  their  fweetifh  tafte,  fugar 
of  lead)  and  a  tincture  drawn  from 
thefe  and  green  vitriol,  are  like- 
wife  kept  in  the  (hops. 

Preparations  of  lead,  given  in- 
ternally, are  fuppofed  to  incraffate 
the  fluids,  abate  inflammations, 
and  reftrain  venereal  defires.  The 
fugar  is  a  ftrong  aftringent,  and 
has  been  exhibited  as  fuch  with 
good  fuccefs,  in  haemorrhagies,  the 
fluor  albus,  feminal  gleets,  &c. 
The  tindlure  is  recommended  for 
the  like  purpofes ;  and  for  checking 
immoderate  fweats  in  phthifical 
cafes,  whence  it  has  been  ufually 
called  tinclura  antiphthifica.  The 
internal  ufe  of  this  metal  is  never- 
thelefs  full  of  danger,  and  ought 
never  to  be  ventured  upon  unlefs 
in  defperate  cafes,  after  other 
medicines  have  been  employed  with- 
out taking  effedl  :  it  often  occafiona 
violent  colics ;  and  though  it  fhould 
not  prove  immediately  hurtful,  its 
ill  confequences  are  fure  though 
flow  :  tremors,  fpafms,  or  lingring 
tabes  too  frequently  follow. 

POLIUM  MONTANUM ; 
\L.  E.~\  Poley  mountain;  the  tops. 
It  has  been  difputed  among  bota- 
nic writers,  what  fpecies  of  poley 
ought  to  be  employed  in  medicine. 
The  college  allow  the  promifcuous 
ufe  of  two,  the  polium  maritimum  e- 
reSum  Monjpeliacwn  C.  B.  and  the 
polium  angufiifolium  Creticum  C.  B. 
The  firft  is  fometimes  met  with  in 
our  gardens,  and  is  the  fort  which 
the  (hops  have  been  generally  fup- 
plied with.  They  have  both  a  light 
aromatic  fmell,  and  a  bitterifh 
tafte  ;  that  brought  from  Crete  is 
the  moil  agreeable.  They  ftand 
recommended  in  catarrhs,  uterine 
diforders,  &c,    but   at  prefent  are 

fcarce; 
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fcarce  otherwife  made  ufe  of  than 
as  an  ingredient  in  the  mithridate 
and  theriaca. 
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POMPHOLYX;  [£.]  a  calx, 
or  flowers,  of  zinc,  produced  in  the 
furnaces  where  copper  is  made  into 
brafs  by  calamine,  the  ore  of  zinc. 
It  is  found  adhering  to  the  covers 
of  the  crucibles,  &c.  either  in  form 
of  thin  cruris,  or  of  a  light  downy- 
matter,  generally  of  a  pure  white 
colour,  though  ibmetimes  yellow- 
ifh.     Seethe  article  Zincum. 


vide 


vide   Centi- 


POLYPODIUM  QUERNUM; 
[£•]  fi$x  p°fyp°ditim  ai£la  Herm. 
Polypody  of  the  oak  ;  the  root. 
Polypody  is  a  capillary  plant,  grovv- 
ina-  upon  old  walls,  the  trnnc  of 
decayed  trees,  &c.  that  found  upon 
the  oak  is  generally  preferred, 
though  not  fenfibly  different  from 
the  others.  The  roots  are  long  and 
flender,  of  a  reddifh  brown  colour 
on  the  outfide,  greenifh  within,  full 
of  fmall  tubercles  which  are  refern- 
bled  to  the  feet  of  an  infecl ;  whence 
the  name  of  thejlant:  the  tafte  of 
thefe  roots  is  fweetiih  and  naufeous. 

Polypody  has  been  employed  in 
medicine  for  many  ages ;  neverthe- 
less its  virtues  remain  as  yet  to  be 
determined.  The  ancients  held  it 
to  be  a  powerful  purger  of  melan- 
cholic humours  ;  by  degrees,  it 
came  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  eva- 
cuater  of  all  humours  in  general : 
at  length,  it  was  fuppofed  only  to 
gently  loofen  the  belly ;  and  after- 
wards even  this  quality  was  denied 
it  :  Succeeding  pbyficians  declared 
it  to  be  aftringent ;  of  this  number 
is  Boerhaave,  who  efleems  it  mo- 
derately ftyptic  and  antifcorbutic. 
For  our  own  part,  we  have  had  no 
direct  experience  of  it ;  nor  is  it 
employed  in  practice  :  it  is  proba- 
ble that  (as  Juncker  iuppofes)  the 
frefh  root  may  loofen  the  belly, 
and  that  it  has  not  this  effect  when 
dry. 


POPULUS  NIGRA;  [E.]  the 
black  poplar  ;  its  buds.  The  black 
poplar  is  a  large  tree,  growing  wild 
in  watery  places :  it  is  eafily  raifed, 
and  very  quick  of  growth.  The 
young  buds,  or  rudiments  of  the 
leaves,  which  appear  in  the  begin- 
ning of  fpring,  abound  with  a  yel- 
low; unctuous,  odorous  juice.  They 
have  hitherto  been  employed  chiefly 
in  an  ointment,  which  received  its 
name  from  them ;  though  they  are 
certainly  capable  of  being  applied 
to  other  purpofes  :  a  tincture  of 
them  made  in  rectified  fpirit,  yields, 
upon  being  infpiffated,  a  fragrant 
refin  fuperior  to  many  of  thole 
brought  from  abroad. 

PORRUM;  [£.]  porrum  com- 
mune  capitatum  C.  B.  Leeks;  the 
root.  This  participates  of  the  vir- 
tues of  garlic,  from  which  it  dif- 
fers chiefly  in  being  weaker.  See 
the  article  Allium. 

PORTULACA  ;  [£.]  fertulaea 
bortenfts  latifolia  J.  B.  Purflane  ; 
the  feeds.  This  herb  is  cultivated 
in  gardens  for -culinary  ufes.  The 
feeds  are  ranked  among  the  letter 
cold  feeds,  and  have  fometimes  been 
employed  in  emulfions,and  the  like, 
along  with  the  others  of  that  clafs. 

POTENTILLA,  vide  Argen- 
tina, 


POLYTRICHIA,   vide  Tri-         PRASIUM,    vide    Marrubi- 
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PRIMULA  VERIS ;  [£.]  pri- 
mula <veris  pallido  fore  humilis  Tourn. 
Primrofe  ;  the  herb  and  root.  This 
is  a  low  plant,  growing  wild  in 
woods  and  hedges,  and  producing 
pale  yellow  flowers  in  the  fpring. 
The  leaves  have  an  herbaceous 
tafle.  The  roots  are  lightly  bitter, 
with  a  kind  of  aromatic  flavour, 
which  fome  referable  to  that  of 
anifeeds  ;  their  exprefled  juice,  pu- 
rified by  fettling,  is  fometimes  uied 
as  a  fternutatory.  The  flowers  have 
an  agreeable  flavour,  but  very 
weak  :  an  infufion  of  them  in  wine, 
and  a  fpirit  diflilled  from  them,  are 
employed  in  fome  places  as  cordial 
and  nervine. 

PRUNELLA  ;  [E  ]  prunella  ma- 
jor foliis  non  dijfedis  C.  B.  Self- 
heal  ;  the  leaves.  This  plant 
grows  wild  in  meadows  and  pafture 
grounds,  and  produces  thick  fpikes 
of  purplifn  flowers  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  fummer.  it  has  an 
herbaceous,  glutinous  rough  tafle ; 
and  hence  Hands  recommended  in 
ha^morrhagies  and  alvine  fluxes  :  it 
has  been  principally  celebrated  as  a 
vulnerary,  whence  its  name ;  and 
in  gargarifms  for  2ptha;  and  in- 
flammations of  the  fauces. 

PRUNUS  HORTENSIS.  The 
plum  tree.  Three  forts  of  plums 
are  looked  upon  as  articles  of  the 
materia  medica.  They  are  all  met 
with  in  our  gardens,  but  the  {hops 
are  fupplied  with  the  fruit  mode- 
rately dried  from  abroad. 

PRUNA    BRIGNOLENSIA  : 

prima  ex  Jkevo  rufefcentia  mixti  fa- 

,  graiiffima  C.   B.      The   Brig- 

nole  plum,  brought  from  Provence, 

under  the  name  of  prunelloes. 

PRUNA  GALLICA  ;  [L.  £.] 
f rutins  pruni  fruSu  par--:,  dulci, 
atro-cteruleo  Tcum.  French  or  com- 
mon prunes.      This  is   the   plum 


called  by  our  gardeners  the  little 
black  damaflc. 

PRUNA  DAMASCENA;  [£.] 
fruSius  pruni  fruclu  magna,  dulci  y 
atro-cterulea  Tourn.  Damafcene 
plums,  or  damfons.  This  is  the 
fort 'called  the  great  damalk  violet 
of  Tours.  It  is  feldom  met  with 
dry  in  the  {hops,  and  is  generally 
fupplied  by  the  common  prune. 

The  medical  effects  of  the  dam- 
fons and  common  prunes  are,  to 
abate  heat,  and  gently  loofen  the 
belly ;  which  they  perform  by  lu- 
bricating the  pafiage  and  foftening 
the  excrement.  They  are  of  con- 
fiderable  fervice  in  coftivenefs  ac- 
companied with  heat  or  irritation, 
which  the  more  ftimulating  cathar- 
tics would  tend  to  aggravate :  where 
prunes  are  not  of  themfelves  fuffl- 
cient,  their  effefts  may  be  promoted 
by  joining  with  them  a  little  rhu- 
barb or  the  like ;  to  which  may  be 
added  fome  carminative  ingredient, 
to  prevent  their  occafioning  flatu- 
lencies. Prunelloes  havefcarce  any 
laxative  quality  :  thefe  are  mild 
grateful  refrigerants,  and  by  being 
occafionally  kept  in  the  mouth, 
ufefuliy  beguile  the  thirft.  of  hydro- 
pic perfons. 

PRUNA  SYLVESTRIA ;  [I.E.] 

Sloes ;  the  fruit  of  the  common 
black  thorn  or  floe  bufh.  Thefe 
have  a  very  rough  auftere  tafle,  ef- 
pecially  before  they  have  been 
mellowed  by  frofts.  The  juice  of 
the  unripe  fruit,  infpiflated  to  a 
proper  confiftence,  is  called  Acacia 
Gennanica,  and  uiually  fold  in  the 
fiiops  for  the  true  Egyptian  acacia  : 
it  is  equally  aftringent  with  the 
Egyptian  fort,  but  has  more  of  a 
{harp  or  tartifh  tafle,  without  any 
thing  of  the  fweetiih  relifh  of  the 
other. 

PSYLLIUM ;  [E.]  ffjllium  ma- 
ins 
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jus  ereBum  C.  B.  Fleawort  ;  the 
feeds.  This  is  a  fort  ofplantane, 
growing  wild  in  the  warmer  cli- 
mates, and  fometimes  met  with  in 
our  gardens  :  it  differs  from  the 
common  plantanes  in  having  its 
ftalks  branched,  with  leaves  upon 
them  ;  hence  it  is  named  by  Ray 
plantago  cautifera.  Thefe  feeds  have 
been  ufually  brought  from  the  fouth 
of  France  ;  they  are  fmall,  and 
fuppofed  to  refemble  in  fhape  a 
flea,  whence  the  Engliih  name  of 
the  plant.  Thefe  feeds  have  a  nau- 
feous,  glutinous  tafte :  boiled  in 
water,  they  yield  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  mucilage,  which  is 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  in  emollient 
glyfters  and  the  like.  Alpinus  re- 
lates, that  among  the  Egyptians 
this  mucilage  is  exhibited  in  ardent 
fevers,  and  that  it  generally  either 
loofens  the  belly  or  promotes  fweat. 

PTARMICA;  [E.]  dracumulus 
fratenjts,  ferrato  folio  C.  B.  Sneeze- 
wort,  or  baftard  pellitory  ;  the  root. 
This  grows  wild  upon  heaths,  and 
in  moift  fhady  places ;  the  flowers, 
which  are  of  a  white  colour,  come 
forth  in  June  and  July.  The  roots 
have  an  acrid  fmell,  and  a  hot  bi- 
ting tafre  :  chewed,  they  occafion 
a  plentiful  difcharge  of  faliva  ;  and 
when  powdered  and  muffed  up  the 
nofe,  provoke  fneezing.  Thefe  are 
the  only  intentions  to  which  they 
have  been  ufually  applied. 

PULEGIUM  ;  [L.  £.]  pulegtum 
latifoliimi  C.  B.  mentha  aquatica 
feu  pulegium  vulgar e  Town.  Penny- 
royal ;  the  leaves.  This  plant 
grows  fpontaneoufly  in  feveral  parts 
©f  England,  upon  moift  commons, 
and  in  watery  places  ;  trailing  up- 
on the  ground,  and  linking  roots 
at  the  joints.  Our  markets  have 
been  for  fome  time  fupplied  with 
a  garden  fort,  which  is  larger  than 
the  other,  and  grows  upright :  this 


is  called  by  Mr.  Dale  pulegium  e- 
reftum.  Pennyroyal  is  a  warm, 
pungent  herb,  of  the  aromatic  kind, 
fimilar  to  mint,  but  more  acrid  and 
lefs  agreeable  :  it  has  long  been 
held  in  great  efleem,  and  not  un- 
defervedly,  as  an  aperient  and  de- 
obftruent,  particularly  in  hyileric 
complaints,  and  fuppreflions  of  the 
uterine  purgations.  For  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  the  diftilled  water  is  gene- 
rally made  ufe  of,  or,  what  is  of 
equal  efficacy,  an  infufion  of  the 
leaves.  It  is  obfervable,  that  both 
water  and  rectified  fpirit  extract  the 
virtues  of  this  herb  by  infufion, 
and  likewife  elevate  them  in  diftil- 
lation. 

PULEGIUM  CERVINUM; 
[E.~\  pulegium  angufifolium  C.  B. 
Harts  pennyroyal ;  the  leaves.  This 
fpecies  is  met  with,  though  not  ve- 
ry often,  in  our  gardens.  It  is 
fomewhat  ftronger,  yet  rather  more 
agreeable,  than  the  foregoing,  both 
in  tafte  and  fmell. 

PULMONARIA  MACULO- 
SA; [E.j  puhnonaria  Italorum  ad 
bugloffam  accedens  f.  B.  Spotted 
lungwort,  or  fage  of  Jerufalem  ; 
the  leaves.  This  is  met  with  in 
gardens :  the  leaves  are  of  a  green 
colour  fpotted  with  white  ;  of  an 
herbaceous  glutinous  tafte,  without 
any  fmell.  They  ftand  recom- 
mended againft  ulcers  of  the  lungs, 
phthifes,  and  other  like  diforders  : 
never thelefs  experience  gives  little 
countenance  to  thefe  virtues,  nor 
does  the  prefent  practice  expedl 
them. 

PYRETHRUM  ;  \L.  £.]  pyre- 
thrum  fore  bellidis  C.  B.  Pellitory 
of  Spain ;  the  root.  This  plant, 
though  a  native  of  the  warm  cli- 
mates, bears  the  ordinary  winters  of 
this ;  and  often  flowers  fucccflively, 
from  Chriftmas  to  May ;  the  roots 
alio  grow  larger  with  us  than  thofe 
which. 
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which  the  ihops  are  ufually  fupplied 
with  from  abroad.  Pellitory  root 
has  no  fenfible  fmell ;  its  taite  is 
very  hot  and  acrid,  but  lefs  fo  than 
that  of  arum  or  dracunculus :  the 
juice  exprefled  from  it  has  fcarce 
any  acrimony,  nor  is  the  root  it- 
felf  fo  pungent  when  frefli  as  after 
it  has  been  dried.  Water,  affifted 
by  heat,  extracts  fome  mare  of  its 
taite,  rectified  fpirit  the  whole  ; 
neither  of  them  elevate  any  thing 
in  diitillation.  The  principal  afe 
of  pyrethrum  in  the  prefent  practice 
is  as  a  mafticatory,  for  promoting 
the  falival  flux,  and  evacuating  vif- 
cid  humours  from  the  head  and 
neighbouring  parts  ;  by  this  means 
it  often  relieves  the  tooth-ach,  fome 
kinds  of  pains  of  the  head,  and  le- 
thargic complaints. 

QUERCUS  ;  [£.]  querent  cum 
longis  pediciilis  C.  B.  Oak  tree  ; 
the  buds,  bark,  acorns  and  cups. 
All  thefe  have  more  or  lefs  of  a 
manifeft  aitringent  quality ;  and 
hence  ftand  recommended  in  hse- 
jnorrhagies,  alvine  fluxes,  and  o- 
ther  preternatural  or  immoderate 
fecretions. 

RAN  ARUM  SPERM  A  ;  [£.] 
Frogs  fpawn.  This  has  been  cele- 
brated as  an  excellent  cooler  for 
external  purpofes  ;  but  practitioners 
have  not  experienced  from  it  any 
peculiar  effects  that  could  deferve  its 
being  continued  in  ufe. 

RAPHANUS  RUSTICANUS  ; 
\L.  E.]  C.  B.  cochlear: a  folio  cubi- 
tali  Tourn.  Horfe  radial ;  the  root. 
This  plant  is  fometimes  found  wild 
about  river  fides,  and  other  moift 
places  ;  for  medicinal  and  culinary 
ufes,  it  is  cultivated  in  gardens  ;  it 
flowers  in  June,  but  rarely  perfects 
its  feeds  in  this  country.  Horfe- 
rad'iih  root  has  a  quick  pungent 
fmell,  and  a  penetrating  acrid  taite ; 


it  neverthelefs  contains  in  certain 
veflels  a  fweet  juice,  which  fome- 
times exudes  upon  the  furface.  By 
drying,  it  loies  all  its  acrimony, 
becoming  firit  fweetifh,  and  after- 
wards almoft  infipid :  if  kept  in  a 
cool  place,  covered  with  fand,  it 
retains  its  qualities  for  a  confider- 
able  time.  The  medical  effects  of 
this  root,  are  to  ftimulate  the  folids, 
attenuate  the  juices,  and  promote 
the  fluid  fecretions :  it  feems  to  ex- 
tend its  action  through  the  whole 
habit,  and  affect  the  minuteft  glands. 
It  has  frequently  done  good  fervice 
in  fome  kinds  of  fcurvies  and  other 
chronic  diforders  proceeding  from 
a  vifcidity  of  the  juices,  or  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  excretory  duds.  Sy- 
denham recommends  it  likewife  in 
dropfies,  particularly  thofe  which 
fometimes  follow  intermittent  fe- 
vers. Both  water  and  reclined  fpi- 
rit extract  the  virtues  of  this  root 
by  infuflon,  and  elevate  them  in 
diitillation  :  along  with  the  aqueous 
fluid,  an  eflential  oil  arifes,  pofierF- 
ing  the  whole  taite  and  pungency 
of  the-  horfe-radilh.  The  college 
have  given  us,  a  very  elegant  com- 
pound water  which  takes  its  name 
from  this  root. 

RAPUM;  [E.]  rapa  fati<va  ro- 
tnnda  C.  B.  Turneps.  Thefe  are 
accounted  a  wholefome  aperient 
food :  the  liquor  prefied  out  from 
them  after  boiling  has  been  fome- 
times ufed  medicinally  as  a  deob- 
ftruent  and  diuretic. 

REALGAR,  a  foffil  compofed 
of  arfenic  and  fulphur,  vide  Arse- 
nicum. 

REGINA  PRATL     vide   Ul- 


RHABARBARUM  ;     [L.    £.] 

Rhubarb  ;   the  root  of  a  plant  of 

the  dock  kind,-  which  grows  ipon- 

taneoufly 
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taneoufly   in   China,    and  endures  barb   in   fubftance    operates   more 

the  colds  of  our  own  climate.    Two  powerfully  as  a  cathartic  than  any 

forts  of  rhubarb   are  met  with  in  of  the  preparations  of  it.     Watery 

the   fhops.     The   firft  is   imported  tinctures  purge  more  than  the  fpi- 

from  Turkey  and  Ruflia,  in  round-  rituous  ones ;  whilft  the  latter  con- 

ifh  pieces,    freed   from   the   bark,  tain  in  greater  perfection  the  aro- 

with  a  hole  through  the  middle  of  matic,  altringent,  and  corroborating 

each  -y  they  are  externally  of  a  yel-  virtues  of  the  rhubarb.     The  dofe, 

low    colour,     and  on   cutting  ap-  when  intended  as  a  purgative,    is 

pear  variegated  with  lively  reddifh  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram  or  more, 
ftreaks.     The  other,  which  is  lefs        The  Turkey  rhubarb  is,  among 

efteemed,   comes  immediately  from  us,     univerfally    preferred    to    the 

the  Eaft  Indies,  in  longifh  pieces,  Earl  India  fort,  though  this  laft  is, 

harder,  heavier,   and  more  compact  for  fome  purpofes  at  leaft,  equal  to 

than  the  foregoing.  The  firft  fort,  the  other ;  it  is  manifeftly  more 
unlefs  kept  very  dry,  is  apt  to 
grow  mouldy  and  worm  eaten  ;  the 
fecond  is  lefs  fubject  to  thefe  incon- 
veniencies.  Some  of  the  more  in- 
duftrious  artifts  are  faid  to  fill  up 
the  worm  holes  with  certain  mix- 


aftringent,  but  has  fomewhat  lefs 
of  an  aromatic  flavour.  Tinctures 
drawn  from  both  with  rectified 
fpirit,  have  nearly  the  fame  tafte : 
on  diftilling  off  the  menftruum,  the 
extract  left  from  the  tincture  of  the 
tures,  and  to  colour  the  outfide  of  Eaft  India  rhubarb  proved  confide- 
the  damaged  pieces  with  powder  of    rably  the  ftrongeft.     They  are  both 


the  finer  forts  of  rhubarb,  and  fome- 
times  with  cheaper  materials :  this 
is  often  fo  nicely  done,  as  effec- 
tually to  impofe  upon  the  buyer, 
unlefs  he  very  carefully  examines 
each  piece.  The  marks  of  good 
rhubarb  are,  that  it  be  firm  and 
folid,  but  not  flinty  ;  that  it  be  ea- 
fily  pulverable,  and  appear,  when 
powdered,  of  a  fine  bright  yellow 
colour ;  that  upon  being  chewed, 
it  impart  to  the  fpitfie  a  faffron 
tinge,  without  proving  flimy  or 
mucilaginous  in  the  mouth.  Its 
tafte  is  fubacrid,  bitterifh,  and 
fomewhat  aftringent  ;  the  fmell, 
lightly  aromatic. 

Rhubarb  is  a  mild  cathartic, 
which"  operates  without  violence 
or  irritation,  and  may  be  exhibited 
with  fafety  even  to  pregnant  wo- 
men and  children.     Befides  its  pur- 


the  produce  of  the  fame  climate, 
and  probably  the  roots  of  the  fame 
plant,  taken  up  at  different  feafons, 
or  cured  in  a  different  manner. 

RHAMNUS  CATHARTICUS, 
vide  Spina  Cervina. 

RHAPONTICUM  ;  [£.]  rha-> 
barbarian  Diofcoridis  &  antiquoriwi 
Tourn.  Rhapontic  ;  the  root  of  a 
large  roundifh-leaved  dock,  grow- 
ing wild  on  the  mountain  Rhodope 
in  Thrace,  from  whence  it  was 
brought  into  Europe,  about  the 
year  i6<o,  by  Alpinus  :  it  bears 
the  hardeft  winters  of  this  climate, 
and  is  not  unfrequent  in  our  botanic 
gardens.  The  root  of  this  plant 
(which  appears  evidently  to  have 
been  the  rhubarb,  of  the  ancients)  is 
by  many  confounded  with  the  mo- 


gative  quality,    it  is  celebrated  for  dern  rhubarb,  though  confiderably 

an   aftringent    one,     by    which  it  different  both   in    appearance   and 

ftrengthens  the  tone  of  the  ftomach  quality.      The   rhapontic    is    of  a 

and  inteftines,  and  proves  ufeful  in  dufky  colour  on  the  furface,  of  a 

diarrhcezc  and  diforders  proceeding  loofe  (pongy  texture  ;  confiderably 

from  a  laxity  of  the  fibres.     Rhu-  more  aftringent   but  lefs  purgative 

than 
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than  rhubarb  ;  in  this  Lift  intention, 
two  or  three  drains  are  required  for 
a  dofe. 

RHUS  OBSONIORUM,    vide 
Sumach. 


RIBESIA  ;  [£.]  rihes  -vulgaris 
fru&y  rubra  Rati.  Red  currant 
buih  ;  the  berries.  Thefe  have  a 
cool  dulco-acid  taile,  fufriciently  a- 
greeable  both  to  the  palate  and 
ftomach :  their  expreffed  juice,  in- 
fpiftated  to  the  confiftence  of  a  rob, 
was  formerly  kept  in  the  fhops ;  at 
prefent,  they  are  rather  looked  up- 
on as  a  dietetic  than  a  medicinal 
article. 

ROSA  DAMASCENA ;  \L.  J?.] 
rcfa  purpurea  C.  B.  The  damafk 
rofe.  This  elegant  flower  is  fre- 
quent in  our  gardens.  Its  fmell  is 
very  pleafant,  and  almoft  univer- 
fally  admired  ;  its  tafte  bitterifh 
and  fubacrid.  In  diftillation  with 
water,  it  yields  a  fmall  portion  of 
a  butyraceous  oil,  whofe  flavour 
exadtly  refembles  tl>at  of  the  rofes. 
This  oil,  and  the  diftilled  water, 
are  very,  ufeful  and  agreeable  cor- 
dials :  Hoffman  ftrongly  recom- 
mends them  a*  of  lingular  efficacy 
for  railing-  the  ftreno-th,  chearine; 
and  recruiting  the  fpirits,  and  al- 
laying pain ;  which  they  perform 
without  raifing  any  heat  in  the  con- 
ftituaon,  rather  abating  it  when  in- 
ordinate. Damafk  rofes,  befides 
their  cordial  aromatic  virtue,  which 
refides  in  their  volatile  parts,  have 
a  mildly^purgative  one,  which  re- 
mains entire  in  the  decoclion  left 
after  the  diftillation  :  this,  with  a 
proper  quantity  of  fugar,  forms  an 
agreeable  laxative  fyiup,  which  has 
long  kept  its  place  in  the  lhops. 

ROSA  RUBRA;  [L.  £.]  rofa 
rubra  multiplex  C.  3.  The  red 
rofe  has  very  little  of  the  fragrance 
of  the  foregoing  pale  fort;    and, 
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inftead  of  its  purgative  quality,  a 
mild  gratefully  aftringent  one,  es- 
pecially before  the  flower  has  o- 
pened  :  this  is  confiderably  im- 
proved by  a  hafty  exficcation  ; '  but 
both  the  aftringency  and  colour  are 
impaired  by  flow  drying. 


ROSMARINUS  ;  [L.  E.]  rof- 
marhzus  bortenjis  angufiiore  folio  C.  B. 
Rofemary ;  the  leaves,  tops  and 
flowers.  This  is  a  native  of  Spain, 
Italy,  and  the  fouthern  parts  of 
France,  where  it  grows  in  great  ab- 
undance upon  dry  gravelly  grounds; 
in  the  like  foils  it  thrives  beft  with 
us,  and  likewife  proves  ftronger  in. 
fmell  than  when  produced  in  moift 
rich  ones  :  this  obfervaticn  obtains 
in  almoft  all  the  aromatic  plants* 
Rofemary  has  a  fragrant  fmell,  and 
a  warm  pungent  bitterifh  tafte,  ap- 
proaching to  thofe  of  lavender : 
the  leaves  and  tender  tops  are 
ftrongeft ;  next  to  thefe  the  cup  of 
the  flower  ;  the  flowers  themfelves 
are  confiderably  the  weakeft,  but 
moft  pleafant.  Aqueous  liquors 
extracl  great  fhare  of  the  virtues  of 
rofemary  leaves '  by  infufion,  and 
elevate  them  in  diftillation ;  along 
with  the  water  arifes  a  cohfiderable 
quantity  of  effential  oil,  of  an  a- 
greeable,  ftrong  penetrating  fmell : 
Pure  fpirit  extracls  in  great  perfec- 
tion the  whole  aromatic  flavour  of 
the  rofemary,  and  elevates  very- 
little  of  it  in  diftillation;  hence  the 
refinous  mafs  left  upon  abftra&ing 
the  fpirit,  proves  an  elegant  aro- 
matic, very  rich  in  the  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  plant.  The  flowers 
of  rofemary  give  over  great  part  of 
their  flavour  in  diftillation  with  pure 
fpirit;  by  watery  liquors,  their  fra- 
grance is  much  injured ;  by  beat- 
ing, deftroyed. 

RUBIA  TINCTORUM  [L.  E.} 
rubia  tinilorum  fati'va  C.  B.  Mad- 
der;   the  root.     Madder  is  raifed 

in 
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in  fome  of  our  gardens  for  medici- 
nal purpofes  :  it  was  formerly  cul- 
tivated among  us,  in  quantity,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  dyers,  who  are  at 
prefent  fupplied  from  Holland  and 
Zealand.  It  has  little  or  no  fmell ; 
a  fweetifh  tafte,  mixed  with  a  little 
bitternefs.  The  virtues  attributed 
to  it  are  thofe  of  a  detergent  and 
aperient,  whence  it  has  been  ufu- 
ally  ranked  among  the  opening 
roots,  and  recommended  in  ob- 
ftruftions  of  the  vifcera,  particular- 
ly of  the  kidneys,  in  coagulations 
of  the  blood  from  falls  or  bruifes, 
in  the  jaundice,  and  beginning 
dropfies. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  root, 
taken  internally,  tinges  the  urine 
of  a  deep  red  colour;  and  in  the 
philofophical  tranfa&ions,  we  have 
an  account  of  its  producing  a  like 
effect  upon  the  bones  of  animals 
who  had  it  mixed  with  their  food  : 
all  the  bones  particularly  the  more 
iblid  ones,  were  changed,  both 
externally  and  internally,  to  a  deep 
red,  but  neither  the  flefhy  or  car- 
tilaginous parts  fufFered  any  altera- 
tion :  fome  of  thefe  bones,  mace- 
rated in  water  for  many  weeks  to- 
gether, and  afterwards  fteeped  and 
boiled  in  fpirit  of  wine,  loft  none 
of  their  colour  nor  communicated 
any  tinge  to  the  liquors.  This 
root  appears  therefore  to  be  pofTef- 
fed  of  great  fubtility  of  parts, 
whence  its  medical  virtues  feem  to 
deferve  inquiry. 

RUBUS  1D/EUS;  [£.]  rubus 
idaus  fpinofus  C.  B,  — frv.Elu  rubro 
J.  B.  The  rafpberry  bufh  ;  the 
fruit.  This  fhrub  is  common  in 
our  gardens ;  and  has  likewife,  in 
fome  parts  of  England,  been  found 
wild :  it  flowers  in  May,  and  ri- 
pens its  fruit  in  July.  Rafpberries 
have  a  pleafant  fweet  tafte,  ac- 
companied with  a  peculiarly  grate- 
ful flavour;  on  account  of  which 
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are  chiefly  valued.  As  to 
virtues,  they  moderately 
quench  thirft,  abate  heat,  ftrengthen 
the  vifcera,  and  promote  the  na- 
tural excretions.  An  agreeable 
fyrup,  prepared  from  the  juice,  is 
directed  to  be  kept  in  the  fhops. 

RUBUS  VULGARIS  ;  [£.] 
rubus  vulgaris  five  rubus  fru£lu  ni- 
gro  C.  B.  The  bramble,  or  black 
berry  bufh ;  its  leaves  and  fruit. 
This  fhrub  is  frequently  found  wild 
in  woods  and  hedges.  The  berries 
have  a  faint  tafte,  without  any 
thing  of  the  agreeable  flavour  of 
the  foregoing :  the  leaves  are  fome- 
what  aftringent. 


RUSCUS  ;  rufcus  myrtifolius  a- 
culeatus  Tourn.  Butchers  broom, 
or  knee  holly ;  the  root.  This  is 
A  fmall  prickly  plant,  fometimes 
found  wild  in  woods.  The  root 
has  a  foft  fweetifh  tafte,  which  is 
followed  by  a  bitterifh  one :  it  is 
one  of  the  five  aperient  roots :  and 
in  this  intention  is  fometimes  made 
an  ingredient  in  apozems  and  diet 
drinks,  for  opening  flight  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  vifcera,  purifying  the 
blood  and  juices,  and  promoting 
the  fluid  fecretions. 

RUTA  ;  [L.  E.]  ruta  hortcnf.s 
latifalia  C.  B.  Broad-leaved  rue  ; 
the  leaves  and  feeds.  This  is  a 
fmall  fhrubby  plant,  met  with  in 
gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  June, 
and  holds  its  green  leaves  all  the 
winter;  we  frequently  find  in  the 
markets  a  narrow  leaved  fort,  which 
is  cultivated  by  fome  in  preference 
to  the  other,  on  account  of  its 
leaves  appearing  variegated  during 
the  winter,  with  white  ftreaks.  Rue 
has  a  ftrong  ungrateful  fmell,  and 
a  bitterifh,  penetrating  tafte :  the 
leaves,  when  in  full  vigour,  are 
extremely  acrid,  infomuch  as  to  in- 
flame and  blifter  the  fkin,  if  much 
handLd, 
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handled.  With  regard  to  their  me- 
dicinal virtues,  they  are  powerfully 
Simulating,  attenuating  and  deter- 
gent ;  and  hence  in  cold  phlegmatic 
habits,  they  quicken  the  circula- 
tion, diffolve  tenacious  juices,  open 
obilruftions  of  the  excretory  glands, 
andpromctethefluidfecretions.  The 
writers  on  the  materia  medica  in 
oeneral,  have  entertained  a  very 
hi^h  opinion  of  the  virtues  of  this 
plant.  Boerhaave  is  full  of  its 
praifes,  particularly  of  the  eftential 
oil,  and  the  diftilled  water  cohobat- 
ed,  or  re-diitilled  feveral  times  from 
frefti  parcels  of  the  herb :  after 
fomewhat  extravagantly  commend- 
ing other  waters  prepared  in  this 
manner,  he  adds,  with  regard  to 
that  of  rue,  that  the  greater!:  com- 
mendations he  can  beftow  upon  it 
fall  fhort  of  its  merit :  What  medi- 
cine (fays  he)  can  be  more  effica- 
cious for  promoting  fweat  and  per- 
fpiration,  for  the  cure  of  the  hy- 
fteric  paffion,  and  of  epilepfies,  and 
for  expelling  poifon  ?  Whatever 
fervice  rue  may  be  of  in  the  two 
laft  cafes,  it  undoubtedly  has  its 
ufe  in  the  others :  the  cohobated 
water,  however,  is  not  the  moil 
efficacious  preparation  of  it  (fee 
part  II.  chap  xi.)  An  extract  made 
by  re&ified  fpirit,  contains,  in  a 
fmall  compafs,  the  whole  virtues 
of  the  rue  ;  this  menftruum  taking 
up  by  infufion  all  the  pungency  and 
flavour  of  the  plant,  and  elevating 
nothing  in  diftillation.  With  wa- 
ter, its  peculiar  flavour  and  warmth 
arife ;  the  bitternefs,  and  a  confi- 
derable  fhare  of  the  pungency  re- 
maining behind. 

SABINA  ;  [L.  £.]  fabina  folio 
tamarifci  Diofcoridis  C.  B.  Savin ; 
the  leaves.  This  is  an  ever -green 
fhrub,  clothed  with  fmall,  fome- 
what prickly  leaves :  it  does  not 
produce  fruit  till  very  old,  and 
hence  has  been  generally  reputed 


barren.  The  leaves  have  a  bitter, 
acrid,  biting  talk ;  and  a  ftrong 
difagreeable  fmell ;  diltiiled  with 
water,  they  yield  an  eiTential  oil, 
in  larger  quantity  (as  Hoffman  ob- 
ferves)  than  any  other  known  ve- 
getable, the  turpentine  tree  alone 
excepted.  Savin  is  a  warm,  irri- 
tating, aperient  medicine,  capable 
of  promoting  fweat,  urine,  and  all 
the  glandular  fecretions.  The  di- 
ftilled oil  is  one  of  the  molt,  power- 
ful emmenagogues  ;  and  does  ex- 
cellent fervice  in  obilrudtions  of 
the  uterus,  or  other  vifeera,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  laxity  and  weak- 
hefs  of  the  vefTels,  or  a  cold  flug- 
gifh  indifpofition  of  the  juices. 

SACCHARUM  PURISSIMUM 
[Z.  E.]  double  refined  fugar. 

SACCHARUM     RUBRUM  j 
[L.  E.]  brown,  or  unrefined  fugar. 

SACCHARUM     CANDUM  ; 
[£.]  fugar  candy. 

Sugar  is  the  efiential  fait  of  the 
arundo  faccharifera,  a  beautiful 
large  cane,  growing  fpontaneoufly 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  fome  of  the 
warmer  parts  of  the  Weft,  and  cul- 
tivated in  great  quantity  in  our 
American  plantations.  The  ex- 
preffed  juice  of  the  cane  is  clarified 
with  the  addition  of  lime  water 
(without  which  it  does  not  affume 
the  form  of  a  true  fugar)  and  boil- 
ed down  to  a  due  confidence ;  when, 
being  removed  from  the  fire,  the 
faccharine  part  concretes  from  the 
grofier  unctuous  matter  called 
treacle,  or  melaffes.  This,  as  yet 
impure  or  broWn  fugar, -is  farther  pu- 
rified, in  conical  moulds,  by  fpread- 
ing  moift  clay  on  the  upper  broadfur- 
face :  the  watery  moifture,  flowly 
percolating  through  the  mafs,  carries 
with  it  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
remains  of  the  treacly  matter.  This 
clayed  fugar,  imported  from  Ame- 
rica, is  by  our  refiners,  difTolved 
in  water,  the  folution  clarified  by 
O  boiling 
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boiling  with  whites  of  eggs  and 
defpumation,  and  after  due  evapo- 
ration poured  into  moulds  :  as  foon 
as  the  fugar  has  concreted,  and  the 
fluid  part  drained  off,  the  furface 
is  covered  with  moift  clay  as  be- 
fore. The  fugar,  thus  once  re- 
fined, by  a  repetition  of  the  pro- 
eefs,  becomes  the  double  refined 
fugar  of  the  fhops.  The  candy,  or 
cryftals,  are  prepared  by  boiling 
down  folutions  of  fugar  to  a  certain 
pitch,  and  then  removing  them  in- 
to a  hot  room,  with  flicks  fet 
acrofs  the  velfel  for  the  fugar  to 
(hoot  upon  :  thefe  cryftals  prove  of 
a  white  or  brown  colour,  according 
as  the  fugar  was  pure  or  impure. 

The  ufes  of  fugar  as  a  fweet, 
are  fufficiently  well  known  ;  its 
medical  virtues  depending  on  this 
quality,  we  have  already  given 
fome  account  of  it  in  page  59.  The 
impure  forts  contain  an  undluous, 
or  oily  matter,  in  confequence  of 
which  they  prove  emollient  and 
laxative.  The  cryftals  are  mod 
difficult  of  folution,  and  hence  are 
propereft  where  this  foft  lubricating 
fweet,  is  wanted  to  dhiolve  (lowly 
in  the  mouth. 

SAGAPENUM;  {I.E.']  a  con- 
crete juice,  brought  from  Alexan- 
dria, either  in  diftmCt  tears,  or  run 
together  in  large  mafles.  It  is 
outwardly  of  a  yellowifh  colour, 
internally  fomewhat  paler,  and 
clear  like  horn,  grows  foft  upon 
being  handled,  and  flicks  to  the 
fingers  ;  its  tafte  is  hot  and  biting ; 
the  fmell  difagreeable,  by  fome  re- 
fembled  to  that  of  a  leek,  by  others 
to  a  mixture  of  a  fa  foetid  a  and  gal- 
banum.  Sagapenum  is  an  ufeful 
aperient  and  deobftruent ,  and  fre- 
quently prefcribed,  either  alone, 
or  in  conjunction  with  ammonia- 
cum,  or  galbanum,  for  opening 
obftruclions  of  the  vifcera,  and  in 
hyfterical  diforders  arifing  from  a 
deficiency  of  the  meuihuul  purga- 


tions. It  likewife  deterges  the  pul- 
monary veflels,  and  proves  of 
confiderable  fervice  in  fome  kinds 
of  ahftmas,  where  the  lungs  are 
opprefled  by  vifcid  phlegm.  It  is 
moll  commodioufly  exhibited  in 
the  form  of  pills  ;  from  two  or 
three  grains  to  half  a  dram,  may 
be  given  every  night  or  oftner, 
and  continued  for  forne  time. 
When  fagapenum  is  fcarce,  the 
druggifts  ufually  fupply  its  place 
with  the  larger  and  darker  colour- 
ed maffes  of  bdellium,  broke  into 
pieces  ;  which  are  not  eafily  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  it. 

SAGO  [£.]  This  k  the  pro- 
duce of  an  oriental  txee,  called  by 
C.  Bauhine  ■pahnam  referens  artor 
farinifera.  The  medullary  part 
of  the  tree  is  beat,  with  water, 
and  made  into  cakes,  which  are 
ufed  by  the  Indians  as  bread  : 
thefe  reduced  into  granules,  and 
dried,  are  the  fago  brought  to 
us.  It  is  moderately  nutritious, 
though  not  equal  to  our  own  grain. 

SAL  AMMONIACUS  [L.  E.] 
Sal  ammoniac.  This  is  an  artifi- 
cial faline  concrete,  faid  to  be  pre- 
prepared  by  fublimation  from  the 
foot  of  cow  dung.  It  is  brought 
to  us  from  Egypt,  in  large  round 
cakes,  convex  on  one  fide,  and 
concave  on  the  other;  and  fome- 
times  in  conical  loaves :  on  break- 
ing, they  appear  com  poled  of 
needles  or  ftrke,  running  tranfverfe- 
ly.  The  belt  are  almoft  tranfpa- 
rent,  colourlefs,  and  free  from  any 
vifible  impurities :  thole  moil  com- 
monly met  with  are  of  a  grey  yel- 
lowifh colour  on  the  outfide,  and 
fometimes  black,  according  as  the 
matter  is  more  or  lefs  impure. 
The  tafte  of  this  fait  is  very  (harp 
and  penetrating.  It  dillblves  in 
twice  its  weight,  or  a  little  lei's,  of 
water;    and    upon   evaporating  a 
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part  of  the  menftruum  concretes 
again  into  long  ihining  fpicula,  or 
thin  fibrous  plates  like  feathers. 

Sal  ammoniac  appears  from  ex- 
periments to  be  compofed  of  ma- 
rine acid,  united  with  a  volatile  al- 
caii.  If  mingled  with  fixt  falts,  or 
abforbent  earths,  and  expofed  to  a 
moderate  fire,  a  large  quantity  of 
pure  volatile  fait  fublimes,  the  acid 
remaining  united  with  the  inter- 
medium :  if  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  with  quicklime,  an  ex- 
ceeding penetrating  volatile  fpirit 
arifes,  but  no  folid  fait  is  obtained. 
Expofed  alone  to  a  confiderable 
heat,  it  fublimes  entire,  without 
any  alteration  of  its  former  pro- 
perties :  ground  with  certain  me- 
tallic fubftances,  it  elevates  fome 
part  of  them  along  with  itfelf,  and 
concretes  with  the  remainder  into  a 
mafs,  which  readily  flows  into  a 
liquor  in  a  moift  air ;  this  appears 
in  moft  refpects  fimilar  to  a  fatu- 
rated  folution  of  the  metal  made  di- 
rectly in  fpirit  of  fait. 

Pure  fal  ammoniac  is  a  perfectly 
neutral  fait,  capable  of  attenuating 
vifcid  humors,  and  promoting  a 
diaphorefis,  or  the  urinary  dif- 
charge,  according  to  certain  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  conftitution,  or 
as  the  patient  is  managed  daring 
the  operation.  If  a  dram  of  the 
fait  be  taken,  diffolved  in  water, 
and  the  patient  kept  warm,  it 
generally  proves  fudorific ;  by  mo- 
derate exercife,  or  walking  in 
zhz  open  air,  its  action  is  deter- 
mined to  the  kidneys ;  a  large 
dofe  gently  loofens  the  belly,  and 
a  ftiii  larger  proves  emetic.  This 
fait  is  recommended  by  many  as 
an  excellent  febrifuge,  and  by  ibrne 
has  been  held  a  great  fecret  in 
the  cure  of  intermittents,  h  is 
undoubtedly  a  powerful:  aperient, 
and  fsems  to  pal's  into  the  minuteft 
veffeis ;  and  as  fuch  may  in  fome 
cafes  be  of  fervice,  either  alone, 
cr  joined  \vi;h  bitters,  ox  the  bark. 
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where  the  latter  would  by  itfelf 
produce  dangerous  obilructions,  or 
aggravate  thofe  already  formed. 
This  fait  is  fometimes  employed 
externally  as  an  antifeptic,  and  in 
lotions  and  fomentations  for  ceie- 
matous  tumors ;  as  alfo  in  gar- 
garifms  for  inflammations  of  the 
tonfils,  and  for  attenuating,  and  dif* 
folving  thick  vifcid  mucus. 

SAL  CATI-URTICUS  AMA- 
RUS [Z,.]  The  bitter  purging 
fait ;  extracted  from  the  bitter  li- 
quor remaining  after  the  cryftalli- 
zation  of  common  fait  from  fea 
water.  It  was  firfi  prepared  as  a 
cheap  fubflitute  to  the  fait  of  the 
Epfom,  and  other  purging  mineral 
waters,  from  which  it  -does,  not 
confiderably  differ,  either'tn  fenfi- 
ble  qualities,  or  medical  effects. 
We  ufually  meet  with  it  in  minute 
cryflals,  of  a  fnowy  appearance  : 
diffolved  in  water,  and  cryftallized 
afrefh,  it  concretes,  if  properly 
managed,  into  larger  ones,  of  a 
rectangular  prifmatic  figure,  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  the  artificial  ca- 
thartic fait  of  Glauber,  to  which 
they  are  fometimes  fubftituted  in 
the  {hops. 

Ail  thefa  falts  have  a  penetrating 
bitterifh  tafie  :  they  difiblve  in  lefs 
than  an  equal  weight  of  water :  in 
a  moderate  heat,  they  melt,  bubble 
up  into  blifterSj  and  foon  change 
into  a  white  fpongy  mafs,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  half  their  weight  : 
this  calx  taftes  bitterer  than  the  falts 
did  at  firftj  and  almofi  totally  dif- 
folves  again  in  water.  The  acid 
of  thefe  falts  is  chiefly  the  vitriolic  ; 
the  bafis  of  the  natural  is  a  fine  ab- 
forbent earth  ;  of  the  artificial,  an 
alcaline  fubfhance  approaching  to 
the  nature  of  lixivial  falts.  Hence, 
upon  adding  alcaline  falts  to  a  fo- 
lution of  the  fait  of  Glauber,  no 
change  enfues  :  whii'fi  the  falts  ob- 
tained from  the  purging  waters,  or 
O  z  the 
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the  bittern  of  marine  waters,  grow 
milky  upon  this  addition,  and  de- 
pofite  their  earth,  the  alcaline  fait 
being  taken  up  in  its  place. 

The  fal  catharticus  is  a  mild  and 
gentle  purgative,  operating  with 
fufficient  efficacy,  and  in  general 
with  eafe  and  fafety,  rarely  occa- 
fioning  any  gripes,  ficknefs,  or  the 
other  inconveniencies  which  purga- 
tives of  the  refinous  kind  are  too 
often  accompanied  with.  Eight  or 
ten  drams  may  be  diifolved  for  a 
dofe  in  a  proper  quantity  of  com- 
mon water ;  or  four,  five,  or  more, 
in  a  pint,  or  quart  of  the  purging 
waters.  Thefe  liquors  may  like- 
wife  be  fo  managed  as  to  promote 
evacuations  by  the  other  emundo- 
ries ;  if  the  patient  is  kept  warm, 
they  increafe  perfpiration  ;  by  mo- 
derate exercife  in  a  cool  air,  the 
urinary  difcharge. 

SAL  COMMUNE  [£.]  Com- 
mon, or  alimentary  fait.  This  is  a 
neutral  fait,  differing  from  moft 
others  in  occafioning  drought  when 
fwallowed.  It  diffolves  in  fome- 
what  lefs  than  three  times  its  weight 
of  water ;  the  folution  flowly  eva- 
porated and  fet  to  fhoot,  affords 
cubical  cryftals,  which  unite  to- 
gether into  the  form  of  hollow 
truncated  pyramids.  Expofed  to 
the  fire,  it  crackles  and  flies  about, 
or  decrepitates,  as  it  is  called  ;  foon 
after,  it  melts,  and  appears  fluid  as 
water.  A  fmall  quantity  of  this 
fait,  added  to  the  nitrous  acid,  en- 
ables it  to  diffolve  gold,  but  ren- 
ders it  unfit  for  difiblving  filver  :  if 
a  folution  of  filver  be  poured  into 
liquors,  containing  even  a  minute 
portion  of  common  fait,  the  whole 
immediately  grows  turbid  and  white ; 
this  phenomenon  is  owing  to  the 
precipitation  qf  the  filver. 

This  fait  is  either  found  in  a  fo- 
lid  form    in   the    bowels    of   the 


earth,    or   diffolved  in  the  waters 
of  the  fea,  or  faline  fprings. 

1 .  Sal  gemma  [  L.  E.  ]  Rock 
fait.  This  is  met  with  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  world,  but  in  greateft 
plenty  in  certain  deep  mines,  of 
prodigious  extent,  near  Cracow  in 
Poland  ;  fome  is  likewife  found  in 
England,  particularly  in  Chefhire. 
It  is  for  the  moft  part  very  hard, 
fometimes  of  an  opake  fnowy 
whitenefs,  fometimes  of  a  red, 
green,  blue,  and  other  colours. 
When  pure,  it  is  perfectly  tranfpa- 
rent  and  colourlefs ;  the  other  forts 
are  purified  by  folution  in  water 
and  cryftallization,  in  order  to  fit 
them  for  the  common  ufes  of  fait. 

z.  Sal  marinus',  [L.  £.]  the  fait 
extracted  from  fea  water  and  faline 
fprings.  Sea  waters  yield  from 
one  fiftieth  to  one  thirtieth  their 
weight  of  pure  fait :  feveral  fprings 
afford  much  larger  quantities ;  the 
celebrated  ones  of  our  own  coun- 
try at  Nantwych,  Northwich,  and 
Droitwich,  yield  (according  to  Dr; 
Brownrigg)  from  one  fixth  to  fome- 
what  more  than  one  third.  There 
are  two  methods  of  obtaining  the 
common  fait  from  thefe  natural  folu- 
tions  of  it :  the  one,  a  hafty  evapora- 
tion of  the  aqueous  fluid  till  the  fait 
begins  to  concrete,  and  fall  in  grains 
to  the  bottom  of  the  evaporating 
pan,  from  whence  it  is  raked  out, 
and  fet  in  proper  veffels  to  drain 
from  the  brine  or  bittern  :  the  other, 
a  more  flow  and  gradual  evapora- 
tion, continued  no  longer  than  till 
a  faline  cruft  forms  on  the  top  of 
the  liquor,  which,  upon  removing 
the  fire,  foon  begins  to  fhoot,  and 
run  into  cryftals  of  a  cubical  figure. 
In  the  warmer  climates,  both  thefe 
proce/Tes  are  effected  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun.  The  falts  obtained  by 
them  differ  very  confiderably  :  that 
got  by  a  hafty  evaporation  is  very 
apt  to  relent  in  a  moift  air,  and  run 
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per  deliquium:  an  inconvenience 
which  the  cryftallized  fait  is  not 
fubjea  to  :  this  laft  is  likewife 
found  better  for  the  preferving  of 
meat,  and  fundry  other  purpofes. 

Common  fait  checks  fermenta- 
tion, and  prevents  the  putrefaction 
of  vegetable  and  animal  fubitances  : 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  the  fame  ef- 
fect on  the  aliment  in  the  flomaeh  : 
it  likewife,  by  gently  irritating  the 
folids,  acts  as  a  hamulus,  and  thus 
promotes  the  protrufion  of  the  ali- 
ment :  hence  the  many  Angular 
\drtues  afcribed  to  this  fait,  as  of 
heating,  abfterging,  promoting  ap- 
petite, &c.  It  is  fometimes  ufed 
to  check  the  operation  of  emetics, 
and  make  them  run  off  by  ftool  ; 
and  as  a  ftimulus  in  glyflers. 

SALVIA  [L.]  fafoia  hortenfis 
major;  [E.~]  Common  fage,  (the 
green  and  red  forts)  the  leaves. 

SALVIA  hortenfis  minor;  [E.~\ 
Jalvia  minor  aurita  et  non  aurita 
C.  B.  Small  fage,  or  fage  of  vir- 
tue j  the  leaves. 

Thefe  plants  are  common  in  our 
gardens,  and  flower  in  May  and 
June  :  the  green  and  red  common 
fages  differ  no  otherwife  than  in 
the  colour  of  their  leaves  ;  the  feeds 
of  one  and  the  fame  plant  produce 
both  :  the  fmall  fort  is  a  diftindl 
fpecies ;  its  leaves  are  narrower 
than  the  others,  generally  of  a 
whitifh  colour,  and  never  red  ; 
moft  of  them  have  at  the  bottom  a 
piece  Handing  out  on  each  fide  in 
the  form  of  ears.  Both  forts  are 
moderately  warm  aromatics,  ac- 
companied with  a  light  degree  of 
aftringency  and  bitternefs  :  the 
fmall  fort  is  the  ftrongeft,  the  large 
moil:  agreeable. 

The  writers  on  the  materia  me- 
dica are  full  of  the  virtues  of  fage, 
and  derive  its  name  from  its  fup- 
pofed falutary  qualities,  (Salvia 
fafoatrix,    natures  conciliatrix—Cur 


moriatur  homo,  cut  fal<via  crefcit  in 
horto,  &c.J  Its  real  effects  are, 
to  moderately  warm  and  ftrengthen 
the  veflels ;  and  hence,  in  cold 
phlegmatic  habits,  it  excites  appe- 
tite, promotes  the  natural  fecre- 
tions,  and  proves  ferviceable  in  de- 
bilities of  the  nervous  fyftem.  The 
bell:  preparation  for  thefe  purpofes 
is  an  infuflon  of  the  dry  leaves, 
drank  as  tea;  or  a  tincture,  or  ex- 
tract, made  with  rectified  fpirit, 
taken  in  proper  dofes  :  thefe  con- 
tain the  whole  virtues  of  the  fage; 
the  diltilled  water  and  effential  oil, 
only  its  warmth  and  aromatic  quality, 
without  any  thing  of  its  roughnefs 
or  bitterifhnefs.  Aqueous  infufions 
of  the  leaves,  with  the  addition  of 
a  little  lemon  juice,  prove  an  ufe- 
ful  diluting  drink  in  febrile  difor- 
ders,  of  an  elegant  colour,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  acceptable  to  the  palate. 

SALVIA  SYLVESTRIS  [£.] 
fcorodotis  fi<ve  fcordium  foliis  fal^uics 
J.  B.  Wood  fage ;  the  leaves. 
This  grows  wild  in  woods  and 
hedges.  In  fmell,  talte,  and  me- 
dical virtues,  it  comes  nearer  to 
fcordium  than  fage  :  it  is  lefs  dif- 
agreeable  than  the  former,  but 
more  fo  than  the  latter. 

SAMBUCUS  ;  [L.  £.]  fambu* 
cus  JruSiu  in  umbella  nigro  C.  B. 
Common  black-berried  elder  ;  the 
leaves,  bark,  j  -£".]  flowers,  and 
berries  [L.  E.~\  This  is  a  large 
fhrub,  frequent  in  hedges  ;  it 
flowers  in  May,  and  ripens  its  fruit 
in  September.  The  inner  green 
bark  of  its  trunk  is  gently  cathar- 
tic :  an  infufion  of  it  in  wine,  or 
the  expreffed  juice,  in  the  dole  of 
half  a  ounce,  or  an  ounce,  is  faid 
to  purge  moderately,  and  in  fmall 
dofes  to  prove  an  efficacious  deob- 
ftruent,  capable  of  promoting  all 
the  fluid  fecretions.  The  young 
buds,  or  rudiments  of  the  leaves, 
are  ibrongly  purgative,  and  act  with 
O  3  fo 
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fo  much  violence  as  to  be  deferved- 
]y  accounted  unfafe.  The  flowers 
are  very  different  in  quality  :  thefe 
have  an  agreeable  aromatic  flavour, 
which  they  give  over  in  diftillation 
with  water,  and  impart  by  infufion 
to  vinous  and  fpirituous  liquors. 
The  berries  h;ive  a  fweetifh,  not 
unpleafant  tafte  ;  neverthelefs,  eaten 
in  fubftance,  they  offend  the  fto- 
mach  :  the  expreifed  juice,  infpif- 
fated  to  the  confidence  of  a  rob, 
proves  an  ufeful  aperient  medicine  : 
it  opens  obftruclions  of  the  vifcera, 
promotes  the  natural  evacuations, 
and,  if  continued  for  a  length  of 
time,  does  confiderable  fervice  in 
fundry  chronical  diforders.  It  is 
obfervable,  that  this  juice  (which 
in  its  natural  flate  is  of  a  purplifh 
colour)  tinges  vinous  fpirits  of  a 
deep  red. 

SAMPSUCHUS,    vide  Majo- 

RANA. 

SANDARACHA,  a  foffil,  com- 
posed of  arfenic  and  fulphur,  vide 

Arsenicum. 

SANGUIS  DRACONIS  [I.  £.] 
Dragons  blood,  fo  called  ;  a  refin 
brought  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  either 
in  oval  drops,  wrapt  up  in  flag 
leaves,  or  in  large  maffes,  compof- 
ed  of  fmaller  tears.  The  writers 
on  the  materia  medica  in  general 
give  the  preference  to  the  former, 
though  the  latter  is  not  unfrequent- 
]y  of  equal  goodnefs  :  the  fine  dra- 
gons  blood  of  either  fort  breaks 
fmooth,  free  from  any  viflble  im- 
purities, of  a  dark  red  colour, 
which  changes  upon  being  powder- 
ed into  an  elegant  bright  crimfon. 
Several  artificial  compofiticns,  co- 
loured with  the  true  dragons  blood, 
or  Brazil  wood,  are  fbmetimes 
fold  in  the  room  of  this  commo- 
dity :  fome  of  thefe  diffolve,  like 
gums,  in  water  :  others  crackle  in 


the  fire,  without  proving  inflam- 
mable ;  whilft  the  genuine  fanguis 
draconis  readily  melts  and  catches 
flame,  and  is  not  acfed  on  by  wa- 
tery liquors.  It  totally  diffolves  in 
pure  fpirit,  and  tinges  a  large  quan- 
tity of  the  menftruum  of  a  deep 
red  colour  :  it  is  likewife  fofuble  in 
expreffed  oils,  and  gives  them  3 
red  hue,  lefs  beautiful  than  that 
communicated  by  anchufa.  This 
drug,  in  fubftance,  has  no  fenfible 
fmell  or  tafte  ;  when  diffolved,  it 
difcovers  fome  degree  of  warmth 
and  pungency.  It  is  ufually  look- 
ed upon  as  a  gentle  aftringent,  and 
fometimes  di reefed  as  fuch  in  ex- 
temporaneous prefcription,  againlr, 
feminal  gleets,  the  fluor  albus,  and 
other  fluxes :  in  thefe  cafes,  it  pro- 
duces the  general  effefts  of  refinous 
bodies,  lightly  incraffating  the 
fluids,  and  fomewhatftrengthening 
the  folids. 

SANICULA  ;  \E.~\  famcula  of- 
jicinarum  C.  B.  Sanicle;  the  leaves. 
This  grows  wild  in  woods  and 
hedges,  and  flowers  in  May.  The 
leaves  have  an  herbaceous,  roughifh 
tafte  :  they  have  long  been  celebrat- 
ed for  fanati've  virtues,  both  inter- 
nally and  externally  :  neverthelefs 
their  effetts,  in  any  intention,  are 
not  confiderable  enough  to  gain 
them  a  place  in  the  prefent  prac- 
tice. 

'  SANTALUM  ALBUM  [X] 
White  faunders ;  a  wood  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  billets, 
about  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  leg,  of 
a  pale  whitifh  colour.  The  greateft 
part  of  it,  as  met  with  in  the  fhops, 
has  no  fmell  or  tafte,  or  any  fenfi- 
ble quality  that  can  recommend  it 
to  the  notice  of  the  phyfician. 

SANTALUM      CITRINUM 

[£.]  Yellow  faunders  ;  a  pale  yel- 

lowim  wood  brought  from  the  liail 

Indies ; 
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ndies ;  of  a  pleafant  fmell,  and  a 
birterifh  aromatic  taite,  accompa- 
nied with  an  agreeable  kind  of  pun- 
gency. This  elegant  wood  might 
undoubtedly  be  applied  to  valuable 
medical  purpofes,  though  at  pre- 
lent  in  difufe.  Diililled  with  wa- 
ter, it  yields  a  fragrant  effential 
oil,  which  thickens,  in  the  cold, 
into  the  confiftence  of  a  balfam. 
Digefted  in  pure  fpirit,  it  imparts 
a  rich  yello  v  tin&ure ;  which  be- 
ing committed  to  diitillation,  the 
fpirit  anfes,  without  bringing  over 
any  thina  conhderable  of  the  fla- 
vour of  the  launders.  The  refi- 
duum  contains  the  virtues  of  fix 
times  its  weighs  of  the  wood.  Hoff- 
man looks  upon  this  extradl  as  a 
medicine  of  fimilar  virtues  to  am- 
bergris ;  and  recommends  it  as  an 
excellent  reiterative  in  great  debi- 
lities. 

SANTALUM  RUBRUM  [L.  £.] 
Red  faunders  ;  a  wood  brought 
from  the  Eait  Indies,  in  large  bil- 
lets, of  a  compaft  texture,  a  dull 
red,  aimoft  blackifh  colour  on  the 
outfiae,  and  a  deep  brighter  red 
within.  This  wood  has  no  mani- 
fest fmell,  and  little  or  no  taite. 
It  has  been  commended  as  a  mild 
aitringent,  and  a  corroborant  of 
the  nervous  fyftem ;  but  thefe  are 
qualities  that  belong  only  to  the 
yellow  ff^tr. 

The  principal  ufe  of  red  faun- 
ders is  as  a  colouring  drug.  It 
communicates  a  deep  red  to  recti- 
fied fpirit,  but  gives  no  tinge  to 
aqueous  liquors :  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  refin,  extracted  by  means  of 
fpirit,  tinges  a  large  one  of  frefh 
fpirit,  of  an  elegant  blood  red. 
There  is  fcarce  any  oil,  that  of  la- 
vender excepted,  to  which  it  com- 
municates its  colour.  GeofFroy, 
and  others,  take  notice,  that  the 
Brazil  woods   are  fomecimes  iubfti- 

tuted  to  red  faunders  ;  and  the  col- 
lege of  BrulTeis  are  in  doubt  whe- 


199 

ther  all  that  is  fold  among  them  for 
faunders  is  not  really  a  wood  of 
that  kind  :  according  to  the  ac- 
count which  they  have  given,  their 
faunders  is  certainly  the  Brazil 
wood ;  the  diltinguifhing  character 
of  which  is,  that  it  imparts  its  co- 
lour to  common  water. 

SANTONICUM  [E.]  Worm 
feed  ;  the  produce  of  a  fpecies  of 
wormwood  growing  [n  the  Levant. 
It  is  a  fmall,  light,  chaffy  feed, 
compofed,  as  it  were,  of  a  num- 
ber of  thin  membranous  coats,  of 
a  yeilowifh  colour,  an  unpleasant 
fmell,  and  a  very  bitter  taite.  Thefe 
feeds  are  celebrated  for  anthelmin- 
tic virtues  (which  they  have  in 
common  with  other  bitters)  and 
are  fometimes  taken  in  this  inten- 
tion, either  along  with  melaffes,  or 
candied  with  fugar :  their  unplea- 
fant  tafte  renders  the  form  of  a 
powder  or  decoction  inconvenient. 
They  are  not  very  often  met  with 
genuine  in  the  mops. 

SAPO  DURUS  ;  \L.)  fap0  al- 
ius Hijpanicus  [_E.~\  White  Spanifrt 
foap. 

SAPO  MOLLIS;  [L.]  Com- 
mon foft  foap. 

SAPO  NIGER  ;  [£.]  Black 
foft  foap. 

Soap  is  compofed  of  expreffed 
vegetable  oils,  or  animal  fats,  unit- 
ed with  alcaline  lixivia.  The  riril 
fort,  or  white  hard  foap,  is  made 
with  the  finer  kinds  of  oil  olive  ; 
the  common  foft  fort,  with  coarier 
oils,  fat,  tallow,  or  a  mixture  of 
all  thefe  ;  ana  the  black  (as  is  laid^ 
with  train  oil. 

The  purer  hard  foap  is  the  only 
fort  intended  for  internal  ufe.  This, 
triturated  with  oily,  or  refinous 
matters,  renders  them  folubie  in 
water,  and  hence  becomes  an  ufe- 
ful  ingredient  in  pills  compofed  of 
reilns,  promoting  their  diffoiucion 
O  4  in 
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in  the  ftomach,  and  union  with  the 
animal  fluids  :  Boerhaave  was  a 
great  admirer  of  foap  ;  and  in  his 
private  practice  feldom  prefcribed 
any  refinous  pills  without  it ;  unlefs 
where  an  alcalefcent,  or  putrid 
Hate  of  the  juices  forbad  its  ufe. 
From  the  fame  quality,  foap  like- 
wife  feems  well  fitted  for  diiToivi.ng 
fuch  oily,  or  unctuous  matters,  as  it 
may  meet  with  in  the  body  attenu- 
ating vifcid  juices,  opening  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  vifcera,  and  deterging 
all  the  veflels  it  paffes  through.  It 
is  likewife  a  powerful  menfcruum 
for  the  human  calculus  :  a  folu- 
tion  of  it  in  lime  water  is  one  of 
the  ftrongeft  diifolvents  that  can  be 
taken  with  fafety  into  the  ftomach  ; 
the  virtue  of  this  compofition  is 
confiderably  greater  than  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  diffolvin^  cowers  of 
the  foap  and  lime  water  when  un- 
mixed. See  the  Edinburgh  ejfays, 
abr.  vol.  i. 

The  foft  foaps  are  more  pene- 
trating and  acrimonious  than  the 
hard.  The  only  medical  ufe  of 
thefe  is  for  fome  external  purpofes. 


SAPONARIA  ; 
major   Levis   C.    B. 


[E.~\  faponaria 
Soapworr,  or 
bruifewort ;  the  herb  and  root. 
This  grows  wild,  though  not  very 
common,  in  low  wet  places,  and 
by  the  fides  of.  running  waters ;  a 
double  flowered  fort  is  frequent  in 
cur  gardens.  The  leaves  have  a 
bitter,  not  agreeable tafte  ;  agitated 
with  water,  they  raife  a  fapona- 
ceous  froth,  which  has  nearly  the 
fame  effe&s  with  folutions  of  foap 
itfelf  in  taking  outfpots  from  cloths, 
and  the  like.  The  roots  tafte 
fweetilh,  and  agreeably  pungent ; 
and  have  a  light  fmell  like  thofe  of 
liquorice:  digelted  in  rectified  fpi- 
rit  they  yield  a  ftrbng  tin£ture, 
which  lofes  nothing  of  its  taile  or 
flavour  in  being  iiifpiiTated  to  the 
confluence    of   an  extraft.      This 


elegant  root  has  not  come  much 
into  practice  among  us,  though  it 
promifes,  from  its  fenfible  qualities, 
to  be  a  medicine  of  coniiderable 
utility :  it  is  greatly  efteemed  by 
the  German  phyficians  as  an  ape- 
rient, corroborant,  and  fudorinc  : 
and  preferred  by  the  college  of 
Wirtembergh,  Stahl,  Newman,  and 
others,  to  fafiafras. 

SARCOCOLLA  ;  [L.  £.]  a 
concrete  juice,  brought  from  Per- 
fla  and  Arabia,  in  fmall,  whitifh, 
yellow  grains,  with  a  few  of  a  red- 
difh,  and  fometimes  of  a  deep  red 
colour,  mixed  with  them  ;  the 
whiter!  tears  are  preferred,  as  be- 
ing the  frefheft :  its  tafte  is  bitter, 
accompanied  with  a  dull  kind  of 
fweetnefs.  This  drug  diffolves  in 
watery  liquors,  and  appears  to  be 
chiefly  of  the  gummy  kind,  with 
a  fmail  admixture  of  refinous  mat- 
ter. It  is  principally  celebrated 
for  conglutinating  wounds  and  ul- 
cers (whence  its  name  0-o^H.ox.oKKn, 
flefh  glue)  a  quality,  which  neither 
this,  nor  any  other  drug,  has  a  juft 
title  to. 

SARSAPARILLA ;  [L,  E.]  a 
root  brought  from  the  Spaniih 
Weft  Indies.  It  coniifts  of  a  great 
number  of  long  ftrings  hanging 
from  one  head  :  the  long  roots  (the 
only  part  made  ufe  of)  are  3 bout 
the  thicknefs  of  a  goofe  quill,  or 
thicker,  flexible,  compofed  of  fibres 
running  their  whole  length,  fo  that 
they  may  be  ftript  into  pieces  from 
one  end  to  the  other  :  they  have  a 
glutinou.%  bitterifh,  not  ungrateful 
tafte  •,  and  no  fmell.  This  root 
was  firft  brought  into  Europe  by 
the  Spaniards,  about  the  year  i  563, 
with  the  character  of  a  fpecific  for 
the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea,  which 
made  its  appearance  a  little  before 
that  time,  and  likewife  of  feveral 
obftinate  chronic  diforders.     What- 
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ever  good  effe&s  it  might  have  pro- 
duced in  the  warmer  climates,  it 
proved  uniuccefsful  in  this,  info- 
much  that  many  have  denied  it  to 
have  any  virtue  at  all.  It  ap- 
pears however  from  experience,  that 
though  greatly  unequal  to  the  cha- 
racter which  it  bore  at  firft,  it  is  in 
fome  cafes  of  coniiderable  ufe  as  a 
fudoriiic,  where  more  acrid  medi- 
cines are  improper.  The  befl  pre- 
parations are  a  decoclion  and  ex- 
trad!  made  with  water ;  a  decoction 
of  half  an  ounce  of  the  root,  or  a 
dram  of  the  extracl  which  is  equi- 
valent thereto,  may  be  taken  for 
a  dofe. 

SASSAFRAS;  [Z.J?.]  the  root 
of  a  large  American  tree  (arbor  ex 
Florida  ficulneo  folio  C.  B.)  brought 
to  us  in  long  ftraight  pieces,  very 
light,  and  of  a  fpongy  texture,  co- 
vered with  a  rough  fungous  bark  ; 
outwardly  of  an  am  colour,  in- 
wardly of  the  colour  of  rufty  iron. 
It  has  a  fragrant  fmell,  and  a  fweet- 
ifh,  aromatic,  fubacrid  tafte  :  the 
bark  taftes  much  ftronger  than  any 
other  part  3  and  the  fmall  twigs 
ftronger  than  the  large  pieces.  As 
to  the  virtues  of  this  root,  it  is  a 
warm  aperient  and  corroborant  ; 
andfrequentlyemployed,  with  good 
fuccefs,  for  purifying  and  fweeten- 
ing  the  blood  and  juices.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  infufions  made  from  the 
rafped  root  or  bark,  may  be  drank 
as  tea.  In  fome  constitutions,  thefe 
liquors,  by  their  fragrance,  are  apt 
on  firft  taking  them,  to  aftecl  the 
head  :  in  fuch  cafes,  they  may  be 
advantageouily  freed  from  their  fla- 
vour by  boiling  ;  a  decoclion  of 
faflafras,  boiled  down  to  the  con- 
fidence of  an  extracl:,  proves  limply 
bitterifti  and  fubaftringent.  HoiF- 
man  aftures  us,  that  he  has  fre- 
quently given  this  extracl,  to  the 
quantity  of  a  fcruple  at  a  time,  with 
remarkable  fuccefs,  for  ftrengthen- 
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ing  the  tone  of  the  vifcera  in  ca- 
chexies ;  as  alfo  in  the  decline  of 
intermittent  fevers,  and  in  hypo- 
chondriacal fpafms.  Saffafras  yields 
in  diftillation  an  extremely  fragrant 
oil,  of  a  penetrating  pungent  tafte, 
fo  ponderous  (notwithftanding  the 
lightnefs  of  the  drug  itfelf )  as  to 
fink  in  water.  Reclined  fpirit  ex- 
tracts the  whole  tafte  and  fmell  of 
faffafras  :  and  elevates  nothing  in 
evaporation ;  hence  the  fpirituous 
extracl  proves  the  moll  elegant  and 
efficacious  preparation,  as  contain- 
ing the  virtues  of  the  root  entire. 

SATUREIA:  [J?.]  fatureiahor- 
tenfis  Jinje  cunila  fati<vq-.Plinii  C.  B. 
Summer  favory  ;  the  leaves.  This 
herb  is  raifed  annually  in  gardens 
for  culinary  purpofes.  It  is  a  very 
pungent,  warm,  aromatic ;  and  af- 
fords in  diftillation  with  water,  a 
fubtile  eflential  oil,  of  a  penetrating 
fmell,  and  very  hot,  acrid  tafte. 
It  yields  little  of  its  virtues  by  infu- 
fion  to  aqueous,  liquors :  reclined 
fpirit  extracls  the  whole  of  its  tafte 
and  fmell,  and  elevates  nothing  in 
diftillation. 

SATYRION  MAS;  [E.]  orchis 
tnorio  mas  foliis  maculatis  C.  B. 
This  plant  is  frequent  in  fhady 
places  and  moift  meadows :  each 
plant  has  two  oval  roots,  of  a  whi- 
tifh  colour,  a  vifcid  fweetifh  tafte, 
and  a  faint  unpleafant  fmell.  They 
abound  with  a  glutinous  flimy  juice. 
With  regard  to  their  virtues,  like 
other  mucilaginous  vegetables,  they 
thicken  the  thin  cerous  humours, 
and  defend  the  folids  from  their  a- 
crimony;  they  have  alfo  been  ce- 
cebrated,  though  on  no  very  good 
foundation,  for  analeptic  and  a- 
phrodifiac  virtues ;  and  frequently 
made  ufe  of  in  thefe  intentions. 

SALEP,  a  celebrated  reftorative 
among  the  Turks,  is  probably  the 
prepared  root  of  certain  plants  of 

the 
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the  orchis  kind.      This   drug,  as  SCAMMONIUM 


fometimes  brought  to  us,  is  in  oval 
pieces,  of  a  yellowifh  white  co- 
lour, fomewhat  clear  and  pellucid, 
very  hard  and  almoft  horny,  of  lit- 
tle or  no  fmell,  and  tafting  like 
gum  tragacantft.  Satyrion  root, 
boiled  in  water,  freed  from  the 
fkin,  and  afterwards  fufpended  in 
the  air  to  dry,  gains  exactly  the 
fame  appearance  :  the  roots  thus 
prepared  diffclve  in  boiling  water, 
into  a  mucjlage.  GeoiFroy,  who 
firft  communicated  this  preparation 
of  orchis,  recommends  it  in  con- 
fumptions,  in  bilious  dyfenteries, 
and  diforders  of  the  breaft  proceed- 
ing from  an  acrimony  of  the  juices. 

SAXIFRAGA  ALBA;  [E.]fax: 
ifraga  alba  radice  granulofa  J.  B. 
White  flowered  laxifrage  ;  the 
leaves,  and  the  roots  improperly 
called  (from  their  confuting  of  lit- 
tle grains)  feeds. 

SAXIFRAGA  VULGARIS  ; 
[  E.  }  fefeli  fratenfe  noftras  Rail. 
Meadow  faxifrage  ;  the  leaves  and 
feeds.  Thefe  herbs  grow  wild,  the 
£rft  in  dry  fandy  grounds,  the  fe« 
cond  in  fields  and  meadows  :  the 
frit  is  not  very  common,  and  hence 
its  leaves  and  roots  have  been  ge- 
nerally fupplied  by  the  leaves  and 
feeds  of  the  fecond.  Neither  of 
them  are  at  prefent  in  much  efteem, 
Dotwithftanding  the  aperient,  diu- 
retic and  lithontriptjc  virtues  for- 
merly attributed  to  them  :  they 
have  a  naufeous  bitterilh  taite,  with 
little  or  no  fmell. 

SCABIOSA  ;  [E.]fcahiofa  ma- 
jor evmmunior  hirfuta,  Julio  laciniato 
Rati.  Scabious ;  the  leaves.  1  his  is 
a  rough  hairy  plant,  growing  wild 
in  paiture  grounds ;  of  a  naufeous 
bitterilh  tafle.  It  ftands  recommend- 
ed as  an  aperient,  lueonfie,  and  ex- 
pectorant ;  but  the  prefent  practice 
has  little  dependance  on  it. 


Part  I. 

[L.E.] 
bcammony  :  a  concrete  juice  ex- 
tracted from  the  roots  of  a  large 
climbing  plant  growing  in  the  Afi- 
atic  Turkey.  The  beft  comes  from 
Aleppo,  in  light,  fpongy  maffes, 
eafily  friable,  of  a  mining  afh  co- 
lour verging  to  black  ;  when  pow- 
dered, of  a  light  grey  or  whitifh 
colour  :  an  inferior  fort  is  brought 
from  Smyrna,  in  more  compact, 
ponderous  pieces,  of  a  darker  co- 
.lour,  and  full  of  land  and  other 
impurities.  This  juice  is  chiefly  of 
the  refmous  kind  :  rectified  fpirit 
diifolves  five  ounces  out  of  fix,  the 
remainder  is  a  mucilaginous  fub- 
ftance  mixed  with  drofs  :  proof  fpi- 
rit totally  diffolves  it,  the  impuri- 
ties only  being  left.  It  has  a  faint 
unpieaiant  fmell ;  and  a  bitterifh, 
fomewhat  acrimonious  tafte. 

Scammony  is  an  efficacious  and 
ftrong  purgative.  Some  have  con- 
demned it  as  unfafe,  and  bid  fun- 
dry  ill  qualities  to  its  charge  ;  the 
principal  of  which  is,  that  its  ope- 
ration is  uncertain,  a  full  dofe 
proving  fometimes  ineffectual,  whilft 
at  others  a  much  fmaller  one  occa- 
fions  dangerous  hypercatharfes. 
This  difference  however  is  owing 
entirely  to  the  different  circuxn- 
ftances  of  the  patient,  and  not  to 
any  ill  quality,  or  irregularity  of 
operation,  of  the  medicine :  where 
the  inteftines  are  lined  with  an  ex- 
cefiive  load  of  mucus,  the  fcam- 
mony  pafies  through,  without  ex- 
erting itfelf  upon  them  ;  where  the 
natural  mucus  is  deficient,  a  fmall 
dofe  of  this  or  any  other  refinous 
cathartic,  irritates  and  inflames. 
Many  have  endeavoured  to  abate 
the  force  of  this  drug,  and  correct 
its  imaginary  virulence,  by  e.\- 
pofing  it  to  the  fume  of  fulphur, 
difiblvingit  in  acid  juices,  and  the 
like:  but  this  could  do  no  more 
than  deitroy  as  it  were  a  part  of 
the  medicine,  without  making  any 
altera- 
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alteration  in  the  reft.  Scammony 
in  fubftance,  judicioufly  managed, 
ftands  not  in  need  of  any  corrector : 
if  triturated  with  fugar  or  with  al- 
monds, as  we  have  formerly  re- 
commended for  other  refmous  pur- 
gatives, it  becomes  fufficiently  fafe 
and  mild  in  operation.  It  may 
likewife  be  conveniently  difTolved, 
by  trituration,  in  a  ftrong  decOc- 
tion  of  liquorice,  then  poured  ofF 
from  the  feces  :  the  college  of  Wir- 
temberg  allures  us,  that  by  this 
treatment  it  becomes  mildly  pur- 
gative, without  being  attended  with 
gripes  or  other  inconveniences ; 
and  that  it  likewife  proves  inoften- 
fsve  to  the  palate.  The  common 
dofe  of  fcammony  is  from  three  to 
twelve  grains. 

SCHCENANTHUS,  vide  Juk- 

CUS  ODORATUS. 

SCILLA  ;  [L.  £.J  /cilia  radice 
alba  C.  B.  <v  el f cilia  ^vulgaris  radice 
rubra  C.  B.  The  fquiil,  or  fea- 
onion  ;  its  root.  This  is  a  fort 
of  onion,  growing  fpontaneoufly 
upon  dry  fandy  mores  in  Spain  and 
the  Levant,  from  whence  the  root 
is  annually  brought  into  Europe. 
It  mould  be  choien  plump,  found, 
freih,  and  full  of  a  clammy  juice  : 
fome  have  preferred  the  red  fort, 
and  others  the  white,  though  nei- 
ther deferves  the  preference  to  the 
other ;  the  only  difference  perceiv- 
able betwixt  them,  is  that  of  the 
colour  ;  and  hence  the  college  al- 
low both  to  be  ufed  promifcuoufly. 
This  root  is  to  the  tafte  very  nau- 
feous,  intenfely  bitter  and  acrimo- 
nious :  much  handled,  it  exulce- 
rates  the  fkin  With  regard  to  its 
medical  virtues,  it  powerfully  fti- 
mulates  the  folids,  and  attenuates 
vifcid  juices ;  and  by  thefe  qualities 
promotes  expectoration,  urine,  and 
(if  the  patient,  is  kept  warm)  fweat: 
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if  the  dofe  is  considerable,  it  proves 
emetic,  and  fometimes  purgative. 
The  principal  ufe  of  this  medicine 
is  where  the  primse  vis  abound 
with  mucous  matter,  and  the  lungs 
are  opprefTed  by  tenacious  phlegm. 
Dr.  Wagner,  (in  his  clinical  obfer- 
vations)  recommends  it  given  along 
with  nitre  :  in  hydropical  fwellings 
and  in  the  nephritis ;  and  mentions 
feverai  cures  which  he  performed 
by  exhibiting  from  four  to  ten 
grains  of  the  powder  for  a  dofe, 
mixed  with  a  double  quantity  of 
nitre  :  he  fays  that  thus  managed, 
it  almoft  always  operates  as  a  diu- 
retic, though  fometimes  it  vomits 
or  purges.  The  moll:  commodious 
form  for  the  exhibition  of  fquills, 
unlefs  when  deligned  as  an  emetic, 
is  that  -of  a  bolus  or  pill :  liquid 
forms  are  to  moft  people  too  of- 
fensive, though  thefe  may  be  ren- 
dered lefs  difagreeable,  both  to  the 
palate  and  ftomach,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  aromatic  diftilled  waters. 
This  root  yields  the  whole  of  its 
virtues,  both  to  aqueous  and  vi- 
nous menftrua,  and  likewife  to  ve- 
getable acids.  Cartheufer  relates, 
that  thefe  laft  fomewhat  abate  its 
bitternefs,  and  heighten  its  acri- 
mony ;  that  reclined  fpirit  extracts 
extremely  little  of  either  ;  and  that 
alcaline  falts  deftroy  both.  It 
gives  over  nothing  of  its  virtues  in 
diftillations  either  with  water  or 
fpirit. 

SCINCUS  ;  [L.  £.]  The  {kink ; 
a  kind  of  fmall  lizard,  brought  dry 
from  Egypt.  It  ftands  recommend- 
ed as  a  great  reftorative  :  whatever 
virtues  it  may  have  as  ufed  frefh 
by  the  Egyptians,  it  has  none  as  it 
comes  to  us,  and  ferves  to  ufelefsly 
increafe  the  articles  of  the  mithri- 
date. 

SCLAREA,  vide  Horminum. 


SCOLO- 
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unpleafant  fmell,  and  a  fomewhat 
bitter  difagreeable  tafte. 


SCORDiUM  ;  [L.  £.]  chama- 
drys  palujiris  canefcens  Town.  Wa- 
ter germander;  the  leaves.  This 
is  a  fmall,  fomewhat  hairy  plant, 
growing  wild  in  feme  parts  of 
England,  though  not  very  com- 
mon ;  the  fhops  are  generally  fup- 
plied  from  gardens,  it  has  a  bitter 
tafte,  and  a  ftrong  difagreeable 
fmell.  Scordium  is  of  no  great 
efteem  in  the  prefent  practice,  not- 
withftanding  the  deobftruent,  diu- 
retic, and  fudorific  virtues  which  it 
was  formerly  celebrated  for.  It 
enters  fix  officinal  compositions, 
and  gives  name  to  three  of  them, 
though  not  the  molt  valuable  of 
their  ingredients. 

SCORZONERA  ;  [E.1  fcorxo- 
nera  latifoUa  f.nuata  C.  B.  Vipers 
grafs ;  the  root.  Scorzonera  is  met 
with  only  in  gardens.  The  roots 
abound  with  a 'milky  juice,  of  a 
bitterifh  fubacrid  tafte ;  and  hence 
may  be  of  fame"  fervice,  for 
ftrengthening  the  tone  of  the  vif- 
cera,  and  promoting  the  fluid  fe- 
cretions.  They  were  formerly  ce- 
lebrated as  alexipharmacs,  and  for 
throwing  out  the  meafles  and  fmall- 
pox ;  but  have  now  aimoft  entirely 
loft  their  character. 

SCROPHULARIA  VULGA- 
RIS ;  \_E7\  fcrophidaria  nodofa  fce- 
tida  C.  B.  Figwort  :  the  leaves 
and  root.  This  herb  grows  wild 
in  woods  and  hedges  :  the  roots 
are  of  a  white  colour,  full  of  little 
knobs  or  protuberances  on  the  fur- 
face  :  this  appearance  gained  it  for- 
merly fome  repute  againft  fcrophu- 
lous  diforders,  and  the  piles ;  and 
from  hence  it  received  its  name  : 
but  modern  practitioners  expeft  no 
fuch  virtues  from  it.     It  has  a  faint 


SCROPHULARIA  AQUATI- 
CA  MAJOR  i  [£.]  fcrophularia 
maxima  radice  jibrofa  J.  B.  Greater 
water  figwort ;  the  leaves.  This 
is  a  large  plant,  met  with  chiefly  in 
the  fides  of  rivers.  The  leaves  have 
a  bitter  tafte,  and  an  ungrateful 
fmell  :  they  are  principally  cele- 
brated, though  on  no  very  good 
grounds,  as  a  corrector  of  fena. 
Seethe  article  Sena. 

SEBESTEN ;  [E  ]  myxa  five  fe- 
befien  J.  B.  A  fort  of  plum,  brought 
half  dried  from  the  Eaft  Indies :  it 
is  of  a  dark  or  blackifh  brown 
colour,  with  whitifh  or  afh  colour- 
ed cups :  the  flefh  fticks  clofe  to 
the  ftone,  which  contains  fome- 
times  one  and  fometimes  two  ker- 
nels. This  fruit  has  a  fweet,  very 
glutinous  tafte  ;  and  hence  has  been 
employed  for  foftening  acrimonious 
humours,  in  fome  kinds  of  hoarfe- 
nefs,  and  in  coughs  from  thin  fharp 
defluxions.  At  prefent,  it  is  not 
often  met  with  in  the  fhops. 

SECALE  ;  [is.]  fecale  hybernum 
<vel  majus  C.  B.  Rye  ;  the  feeds. 
Thefe  are  little  regarded  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  the  materiamedica  :  as  food, 
they  are  accounted  more  detergent 
than  moil  other  kinds  of  grain. 

SEDUM  MAJUS  :  [£.]  fedum 
majus  vulgare  C.  B.  Greater  houfe- 
leek  ;  the  leaves.  This  is  a  low, 
flefhy-leaved  plant,  growing  on  old 
walls  and  on  the  tops  of  houfes.  It 
ftands  recommended  as  a  cooler, 
though  its  fenfible  qualities  difcover 
no  great  foundation  for  any  virtue 
of  this  kind  ;  the  tafte  is  herba- 
ceous, with  a  flight  degree  of  pun- 
gency. It  is  remarkable  of  this 
plant,  that  its  juice  purified  by  fil- 
tration 
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tration  (when  it  appears  of  a  di- 
lute yellowifh  colour)  upon  the  ad- 
mixture of  an  equal  quantity  of 
reclined  fpirit  of  wine,  forms  a 
beautiful  white,  light  coagulum, 
like  the  finer  kinds  of  pomatum : 
this  proves  extremely  volatile  ;  freed 
from  the  aqueous  phlegm,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  it  in  a  very  little 
time  totally  exhales.  From  hence 
it  is  concluded  (in  the  medicor.  Si- 
lefiac.  fatyrae)  that  houfeleek  con- 
tains a  volatile  alcaline  fait :  but 
there  are  many  fubftances  befides 
thefe  falts  which  coagulate  with  fpi- 
rit of  wine. 


SEMPER  VIVUM, 

BUM. 


vide    Se- 


SENA  ;  [L.  £.]  the  leaves  of  a 
fhrubby  plant  (fena  Alexandrina  fo- 
liis  acutis  C.  B.)  cultivated  in  Per- 
fia,  Syria,  and  Arabia ;  from  whence 
they  are  brought,  dried  and  picked 
from  the  ftalks,  to  Alexandria  in 
Egypt ;  and  thence  imported  into 
Europe.  They  are  of  an  oblong 
figure,  fharp  pointed  at  the  ends, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad, 
and  not  a  full  inch  in  length,  of  a 
lively  yellowifh  green  colour,  a 
faint  not  very  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  a  fubacrid,  bitterifh,  naufeous 
tafte.  Some  inferior  forts  are  brought 
from  Tripoli  and  other  places: 
thefe  may  be  eafily  diftinguifhed  by 
their  being  either  narrower,  longer, 
and  fharper  pointed  ;  or  larger, 
broader,  and  round  pointed,  with 
fmall  prominent  veins  ;  or  large 
and  obtufe,  of  a  frefh  green  colour, 
without  any  yellow  caft.  Sena  is 
a  very  ufeful  cathartic,  operating 
mildly,  and  yet  effectually ;  and 
if  judicioufly  dofed  and  managed, 
rarely  occasioning  the  ill  confe- 
quences  which  too  frequently  fol- 
low the  exhibition  of  the  ftronger 
purges.  The  only  inconveniencies 
complained  of  in  this  drug  are,  its 
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being  apt  to  gripe,  and  its  naufeous 
flavour.  The  griping  quality  de- 
pends upon  a  refinous  fubftance,, 
which  like  the  other  bodies  of  this 
clafs,  is  naturally  difpofed  to  ad- 
here to  the  coats  of  the  interlines : 
the  more  this  refin  is  divided  by 
fuch  matters  as  take  off"  its  tena- 
city, the  lefs  adhefive,  and  confe- 
quently  the  lefs  irritating  and  grip- 
ing it  will  prove  ;  and  the  lefs  it 
is  divided,  the  more  griping  :  hence 
fena  exhibited  by  itfelf,  or  infu- 
fions  made  in  a  very  fmall  quantity 
of  fluid,  gripe  feverely,  and  purge 
lefs  than  when  diluted  by  a  large 
portion  of  fuitable  menftruum,  or 
divided  by  fixt  alcaline  falts,  foaps, 
or  the  like.  The  ill  flavour  of  this 
drug  is  laid  to  be  abated  by  the 
greater  water  figwort  :  but  we  can- 
not conceive  that  this  plant,  whofe 
fmell  is  manifeftly  fetid,  and  its 
tafte  naufeous  and  bitter,  can  at  all 
improve  thofe  of  fena :  others  re- 
commend bohea  tea,  though  nei- 
ther has  this  any  confiderable  effecl. 
The  fmell  of  fena  refides  in  its 
more  volatile  parts,  and  may  be 
difcharged  by  lightly  boiling  infu- 
fions  of  it  made  in  water  :  the  li- 
quor thus  freed  from  the  peculiar 
flavour  of  the  fena,  may  be  eafily 
rendered  grateful  to  the  tafte  by 
the  addition  of  any  proper  aromatic 
tincture  or  diftilled  water.  The 
college  have  given  fome  very  ele- 
gant forms  for  the  exhibition  of  this 
medicine,  which  may  be  feen  in 
partii.  chap.  xiii.  The  dofe  of  fe- 
na in  fubftance  is  from  a  fcruple  to 
a  dram ;  in  infufion  from  one  to 
three  or  four  drams. 

It  has  been  cuftomary  to  reject 
the  pedicles  of  the  leaves  of  fena  as 
of  little  or  no  uie  ;  experience  how- 
ever has  fhewn,  that  they  are  not 
much  inferior  in  efficacy  to  the 
leaves  themfelves.  The  pods,  or 
feed  veffels,  met  with  among  the 
fena  brought  to  us,  are  by  the  col- 
lege 
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lege  of  Brufiels  preferred  to  the 
leaves  :  they  are  lefs  apt  to  gripe, 
but  proportionally  lefs  purgative. 


means  removing  the  difeafe,  after 
the  common  diuretics  and  hydra- 
gogues  had  failed  :  where  this  me- 
dicine operates  as  a  cathartic,  it 
SENECIO,  vide  Erigerum.         generally  proves   fuccefsful  ;  if  it 

adls  by  liquefying  the  blood  and 
juices,  without  occafioning  a  due 
discharge,  it  fhould  either  be  ab- 
ftained  from,  or  a  flitted  by  proper 
additions. 


SENEKA  ;  [£.]  Senecka  rattle 
fnake  root  -,  the  root  of  a  fpecies 
of  po/ygala,  which  grows  fponta- 
neoufly  in  Virginia,,  and  bears  the 
winters  of  our  own  climate.  This 
root  is  ufualiy  about  the  thicknefs 
of  the  little  hnger,  varioufly  bent 
and  contorted,  and  appears  as  if 
compofed  of  joints,  whence  it  is 
fuppofed  to  reiemble  the  tail  of  the 
animal  whofe  name  it  bears  ;  a 
kind  of  membranous  margin  runs 
on  each  fide,  the  whole  length  of 
the  root.  Its  tafle  is  acrid,  bitter- 
iih,  and  fomewhat  nauleous. 

This  root  is  not  at  prefent  much 
known  in  the  {hops.  The  Indians 
are  laid  to  prevent  the  otherwife 
fatal  effects  which  follow  from  the 
bite  of  the  rattle  fnake,  by  giving 
it  internally,  and  applying  it  exter- 
nally to  the  wound.  It  has  of 
late  been  ftrongly  recommended 
in  pleuriues,  peripneumonies,  and 
other  inflammatory  diltempers  ;  in 
thefe  cafes,  Lemery,  du  Hamel  and 
juffieu  vouch  for  its  good  fuccefs 
(See  the  French  memoirs  for  the 
years  1738,  1739.)  Its  more  im- 
mediate effects  are  thofe  of  a  diu- 
retic, diaphoretic,  and  cathartic, 
fometimes  it  proves  emetic  :  the 
two  lafl  operations  may  be  occa- 
fionally  prevented  by  giving  the 
root  in  fmall  dofes,  along  with  aro- 
matic fimple  waters,  as  that  of  cin- 
namon. The  ufual  dofe  of  the 
powder  is  thirty  grains  or  more. 

Some  have  likewile  employed  this 
root  in  hydropic  cafes,  and  not 
without  iuccels :  Bouvart  (in  the 
memoirs  abovementioned,  1744.) 
relates  examples  of  its  occafioning 
a  plentiful  evacuation  by  ftool,  u- 
rine  and  perfpiratiou,  and  by  this 
4 


SERICUM  */  folliculi  hombyds 
[£.]  Silk  and  filkworms  bags. 
Thefe  are  fcarce  ever  made  ufe  of 
for  any  medicinal  purpofes.  In 
their  crude  ftate  they  are  certainly 
very  infignificant ;  though  if  burnt 
in  a  clofe  veifel,  after  the  fame 
manner  as  fponge,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly prove  a  medicine  of  fi- 
milar,  and  probably  of  fuperior 
virtue.  They  yield  a  larger  quantity 
of  volatile  fait,  than  any  other  ani- 
mal fubftance  we  know  of. 

SERPENTARIA  VIRGINI- 
ANA  ;  [L.  E.)  Virginian  fnake- 
root ;  the  root  of  a  fpecies  of  ari- 
ftolochia,  growing  in  Virginia  and 
Carolina..  It  is  a  fmall,  light,  bufhy 
root,  confifting  of  a  number  of 
firings  or  fibres  matted  together, 
iffuing  from  one  common  head ; 
of  a  brownifh  colour  on  the  out- 
fide,  and  paler  or  yellowifh  with- 
in. It  has  ah  aromatic  fmell,  like 
that  of  valerian,  but  more  agree- 
able ;  and  a  warm,  bitterifh,  pun- 
gent tafte.  This  root '  is  a  warm 
diaphoretic  and  diuretic  :  it  has 
been  greatly  celebrated  as  an  alexi- 
pharmac,  and  efleemed  one  of  the 
principal  remedies  in  malignant 
fevers  and  epidemic  difeafes.  In 
thefe  intentions,  it  is  given  in  fub- 
ftance from  ten  to  thirty  grains, 
and  in  infufion  to  a  dram  or  two. 
Both  watery  and  fpirituous  men- 
ftrua  extract  its  virtue  by  infufion, 
and  elevate  iome  fhare  of  its  fla- 
vour in  diltiilauon:  along  with  the 

water 
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water  a  fmall  portion  of  elTential 
oil  arifes. 

SERPYLLUM  ,-  [£.]  ferpylkm 
<vulgare  jr.inus  C.  B.  Mother  of 
thyme  ;  the  herb.  This  is  a  fmall 
creeping  plant,  common  on  heaths 
and  dry  paiture  grounds.  Its  tafte, 
fmell,  and  medical  virtues  are  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  of  thyme,  but  weaker. 

SESAMUM;  [£.]  digitalis  ori- 
ent'a/is  Jefam  dida  Tourn,  its  feeds, 
called  oily  purging  grain.  This 
plant  is  cultivated  in  the  eaftern 
countries,  from  whence  the  feeds 
are  brought  to  us.  They  very  pro- 
perly deferve  the  name  of  oily,  as 
they  vield  upon  expreflion  a  larger 
quantity  of  oil,  than  almoft  any 
other  known  vegetable.  The  ap- 
pellation purging,  they  have  no 
tide  to  :  among  the  Indians,  they 
are  ufed  as  food. 

SESELI  VULGARE  ;  [L.  E.] 
ligufticum  quod  fefeli  cjjicinarum  C.  B. 
Common  hartwort  ;  the  feeds. 

SESELI  MASSILIENSE  ;  [£.] 
fefeli  Maf/'lienfe  ferula  folio  C.  B. 
Italian  hartwort ;  the  feeds. 

Thefe  plants  grow  fpontaneoufly 
in  the  warmer  climates  ;  amongft 
us,  they  are  met  with  only  in  the 
gardens  of  the  curious.  The  feeds 
and  roots  of  both  forts  have  an 
agreeable  aromatic  fmell  and  tafte  ; 
and  in  this  light  might  be  occasio- 
nally employed,  though  at  prefent 
they  are  in  difufe. 

SESELI    PRATENSE,     vide 
Saxifraga  Vulgaris. 

SIGILLUM  SALOMONIS  [£.] 
polygonatum  lati folium  -vulgar e  C.  B. 
Solomon's  feal  ;  the  root.  This 
grows  wild  in  woods,  but  is  not 
very  common;  the  root  has  feve- 
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ral  joints,  with  fome  flat  circular 
depreifions,  fuppofed  to  referable 
the  ftamp  of  a  feal.  It  has  a 
fweetim,  glutinous,  fubacrid  tafte. 
As  to  its  virtues,  practitioners  do 
not  now  expect  any  conliderablc 
ones  from  it,  and  pay  very  little 
regard  to  the  vulnerary  qualities 
which  it  was  formerly  celebrated 
for. 

SILER   MONTANUM,   vide 

SESELI     VULGARE. 

SINAPI ;  [L.  E.]  fmapi  rapi  fo- 
lio C.  B.  Muftard;  the  feeds. 
This  plant  is  fometimes  found  wild, 
but  for  culinary  and  medicinal  ufes 
is  cultivated  in  gardens.  Muftard, 
by  its  acrimony  and  pungency,  Si- 
mulates the  folids,  and  attenuates 
viicid  juices  ;  and  hence  ftands  de- 
fervedly  recommended  for  exciting 
appetite,  promoting  digeftion,  in- 
creafmg  the  fluid  fecretions,  and 
for  the  other  pur  poles  of  the  acrid 
plants  called  antifcorbutic.  It  im- 
parts its  tafte  and  fmell  in  perfec- 
tion to  aqueous  liquors,  whilft  rec- 
tified fpirit  extracts  extremely  little 
of  either  :  the  whole  of  the  pun- 
gency arifes  with  water  in  diftilla- 
tion.  Committed  to  the  prefs,  it 
yields  a  considerable  quantity  of  a 
foft  infipid  oil,  perfectly  void  of 
acrimony;  the  cake  left  after  the 
expreflion  is  more  pungent  than  the 
muftard  was  at  firft.  Thefe  feeds 
are  fometimes  employed  externally 
as  a  ftimulant ;  tw.(^  compositions 
for  this  intention  in  the  Edinburgh, 
difpenfatory  receive  name  from 
them. 

SISON,   vide   Amomum    vul- 

GARE. 

SMYRNIUM,   vide   Hxppose- 

M  NUM. 

SOLA. 
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SOLANUM  VULGARE  ;  [E.~\     not  been  confidejable 


folanum   hortenfe  feu    <vulgare   J.    B. 

Nightfhade,  the  leaves  and  berries. 

SOLANUM  LIGNOSUM;  [£.] 

folanum  fcandens  feu  dulcamara  C.  B. 
Bitter- fweet  ;  the  leaves  and  roots. 
Thefe  plants  are  found  wild,  the 
firft  by  road  fides,  the  other  in 
jnoift  watery  places.  In  external 
appearance,  they  differ  confidera- 
bly  from  one  another :  whether  they 
are  fimilar  in  quality,  or  what  are 
the  real  qualities  of  either,  is  very 
doubtful ;  nor  is  it  certain,  thatthey 
are  even  fafe.  There  are  examples 
of  fowls  having  been  killed,  and 
children  thrown  into  convulfions, 
by  the  berries  of  the  firft  fort.  It 
is  fuppofed,  that  the  leaves  are  re- 
frigerant, and  the  roots  diapho- 
retic. 

SOLANUM  LETHALE ;  [£.] 
folanum  melanocerafus  C.  B.  Deadly 
nightihade  ;  the  leaves.  This  plant 
grows  wild  on  wafte  grounds  in 
many  parts  of  England :  it  has  large 
iharp-pointed  leaves,  notched  about 
the  edges,  of  a  fad  green  colour, 
with  long  hollow  fiovyers  of  a  dull 
purplifh,  ftanding  among  them  at 
the  joints.  The  leaves  are  faid  to 
be  of  fervice,  externally,  again  ft 
carcinomatous  ulcers ;  and  taken  in- 
ternally, to  be  virulently  narcotic, 
and  to  diforder  the  fenfes.  The 
berries  have  this  laft  effect  in  an 
eminent  degree  ;  infomuch  that  the 
plant  is  hence  diftinguifhed,  by  bo- 
tanifts,  by  the  appellations  fomntfs- 
rum,  furiofum,  maniacum,  lethale. 
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enough  to 


SOLDANELLA, 

SICA    MARINA. 


vide  Bras- 


SOPHIA  CHIRURGORUM; 
[is.]  nafiurtium  fyl<vefire  tenitifjime 
dwijum  C.  B.  Flixweed  ;  the  feeds. 
This  plant  had  formerly  a  great 
character  as  a  vulnerary,  and  for 
Hopping  fluxes  j  but  its  effects  have 


SPERMA  CETI;  \L.  E.]  im- 
properly fo  called  ;  an  unctuous 
flaky  fubftanee,  of  a  fnowy  white- 
nefs,  a  foft  butyraceous  tafte,  with- 
out any  remarkable  fmell  :  pre- 
pared from  whale  oil  by  boiling 
and  purifying  it  with  alcaline  lixi- 
via. The  virtues  of  this  concrete 
are  thofe  of  a  mild  emollient  :  it  is 
of  confiderable  ufe  in  pains  and 
eroiions  of  the  inteftines,  in  coughs 
proceeding  from  thin  fharp  deflux- 
ions,  and  in  general  in  all  cafes 
where  the  folids  require  to  be  re- 
laxed, or  acrimonious  humours  to 
be  foftened.  For  external  purpofes, 
it  readily  diffolves  in  oils;  and  for 
internal  ones,  may  be  united  with 
aqueous  liquors  into  the  form  of  an 
emulflon,  by  the  mediation  of  al- 
monds or  the  yolk  of  an  egg.  Su  • 
gar  does  not  render  it  perfectly  mif- 
cible  with  water  ;  and  alcalies, 
which  change  other  oils  and  fats 
into  foap,  have  little  effect  upon 
fperma  ceti.  This  drug  ought  to  be 
kept  very  clofely  from  the  air,  other- 
wife  its  white  colour  foon  changes 
into  a  yellow  ;  its  mild  unctuous 
tafte,  into  a  rancid  and  offenfive 
one.  After  it  has  fuffered  this 
difagreeable  alteration,  both  the 
colour  and  quality  may  be  reco- 
vered again  by  fteeping  it  in  alca- 
line liquors,  or  boiling  it  in  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  fpirit  of  wine. 

SPICA  VULGARIS,  vide  La- 

VENDTJLA    ANGUSTIFOLIA. 


SPICANARDI, 
Indica. 


vide  Nardus 


SPINA  ALBA  ;  [E.)  mefpilus 
apii  foliis,  fylvefiris,  fpir.ofa,  fi-ve 
oxyacantha  C.  B.  White-thorn,  or 
haw-thorn  ;  its  leaves  and  flowers. 
The  reputation  which  theie  for- 
merly 
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merly  had,  in  nephritic  and  calcu- 
lous complaints,  ftill  continues  them 
in  moft  catalogues  of  the  materia 
medica,  though  common  practice 
has  long  rejected  them  as  infignifi- 
cant. 

SPINA  CERVINA  ;  [L.  £.] 
rhamnus  cathartkns  C.  B.  Buck- 
thorn; the  berries.  This  tree,  or 
bum,  is  common  in  hedges :  it 
flowers  in  June,  and  ripens  its  fruit 
in  September  or  the  beginning  of 
October.  In  our  markets,  the  fruit 
of  fome  other  trees,-  as  the  frangula 
or  black  berry  bearing  alder,  and 
the  comus  fcemina  or  dog-berry  tree, 
have  of  late  years  been  frequently 
mixed  with,  or  fubftituted  for,  thofe 
of  buckthorn.  This  abufe  may  be 
difcovered  by  opening  the  berries  : 
thofe  of  buckthorn  have  almoft  al- 
ways four  feeds,  the  berries  of  the 
frangula  two,  and  thofe  of  the 
comus  fa*mina  only  one.  Buck- 
thorn berries,  bruifed  on  white  pa- 
per, give  it  a  green  tincture,  which 
the  others  do  not.  Thofe,  who  fell 
the  juice  to  the  apothecaries,  are 
faid  to  mix  with  it  a  large  propor- 
tion of  water. 

Buckthorn  berries  have  a  faint 
difagreeable  fmell,  and  a  naufeous 
bitter  tafte.  They  have  long  been 
in  connderable  efteem  as  cathartics ; 
and  celebrated  in  dropfies,  rheuma- 
tifms,  and  even  in  the  gout ;  though 
in  thefe  cafes,  they  have  no  advan- 
tage above  other  purgatives,  and 
are  more  offenfive,  and  operate 
more  churlifhly,  than  many  which 
the  Ihops  are  furniihed  with :  they 
generally  occafion  gripes,  ficknels, 
dry  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  leave 
a  third  of  long  duration.  The  dole 
is  about  twenty  of  the  frefh  berries 
in  fubftance,  and  twice  or  thrice 
this  number  in  decoction,  an  ounce 
of  the  expreifed  juice,  or  a  dram  of 
the  dried  berries.  A  fyrup  pre- 
pared from  the  juice  is  kept  in  the 


fhops ;  in  this  preparation,  the  nau- 
feous flavour  of  the  buckthorn  is 
fomewhat  alleviated,  by  the  fugar 
and  the  addition  of  aromatics. 

SPIRITUS  VINOSUS  REC- 
TIFICATUS;  [£.]  Rectified  fpirit 
of  wine ;  "  a  fpirit  diltilled  from 
"  wine  or  other  fermented  liquors, 
"  purified  as  much  as  poffible  from 
"  its  fetid  fmell,  and  the  phlegm 
"  that  arifes  with  it  in  the  firft  di- 
"  ftillation."  [L.)  This  purifica- 
tion is  effected  by  repeating  thedi- 
ftillation  in  a  very  gentle  heat,  with 
certain  additions  to  keep  down  the 
phlegm  and  the  grofs  oil  in  which 
the  ill  flavour  refides  (fee  part  ii. 
chap  xii.)  Thefe  fpirits,  whatever 
vegetable  Subjects  they  have  been 
produced  from,  are,  when  perfectly 
pure,  one  and  the  fame.  They 
have  a  hot  pungent  tafte,  without 
any  particular  flavour  :  they  readily 
catch  flame,  and  burn  entirely  a- 
way,  without  leaving  any  marks 
of  an  aqueous  moifture  behind : 
diftilled  by  a  heat  lei's  than  that  of 
boiling  water,  they  totally  arife, 
the  laft  runnings  proving  as  flavour- 
lefs  and  inflammable  as  the  firft  : 
they  diffolve  effential  vegetable  oils 
and  refins  into  an  uniform  trans- 
parent fluid.  Thefe  fpirits  are  the 
lighteft  of  almoft  all  known  li- 
quors :  exprefied  oils,  which  fvvim 
upon  water,  fink  in  thefe  to  the 
bottom  :  a  meafure  which  contains 
ten  ounces  by  weight  of  water, 
will  hold  little  more  than  eight  and 
a  quarter  of  pure  fpirit. 

The  ufes  of  vinous  fpirits  as 
menftrua  for  the  virtues  of  other 
medicines  we  Snail  fee  hereafter, 
and.»in  this  place  confider  only  their 
own.  .  Pure  fpirit  coagulates  all  the 
fluids  of  animal  bodies,  except  u- 
rine,  and  hardens  the  folid  parts. 
Applied  externally,  it  ftrengthens 
the  veifels,  thickens  the  juices  in 
them,  and  thus  powerfully  reftrairts 
P  hsemor- 
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hsemorrhagies.  It  inftantly  con- 
tracts the  extremeties  of  the  nerves 
it  touches,  and  deprives  them  of 
fenfe  and  motion;  by  this  means 
eafing  them  of  pain,  but  at  the 
fame  time  deflroying  their  life. 
Hence  employing  fpirituous  liquors 
in  fomentations  (notwithftanding 
the  fpecious  titles  of  vivifying, 
heating,  refloring  mobility,  refolv- 
ing,  diffipating,  and  the  like,  ufu- 
ally  attributed  to  them)  may  fome- 
times  be  attended  with  unhappy 
confequences.  Thefe  liquors,  re- 
ceived undiluted  into  the  ftomach, 
produce  the  fame  efFedls,  thicken- 
ing the  fluid  and  contracting  all  the 
folid  parts  which  they  touch,  and 
deflroying,  at  leaf!  for  a  time,  their 
ufe  and  office  :  if  the  quantity  is 
considerable,  a  palfy  or  apoplexy 
follows,  which  end  in  death.  Ta- 
ken in  fmall  quantity,  and  duly  di- 
luted, they  brace  up  the  fibres, 
raife  the  fpirits,  and  promote  agi- 
lity:  if  farther  continued,  thefenfes 
are  difordered,  voluntary  motion 
defbroyed,  and  at  length  the  fame 
inconveniences  brought  on  as  be- 
fore. Vinous  fpirits,  therefore,  in 
fmall  dofes,  and  properly  diluted, 
may  be  applied  to  ufeful  purpofes 
in  the  cure  of  difeafes ;  whilft  in 
larger  ones,  or  if  their  ufe  is  long 
continued,  they  aft  as  a  poifon  of  a 
particular  kind. , 

SPIRITUS  VINOSUS  TENU- 
IOR  ;  [£.]  Proof  fpirit:  "the 
*'  fame  fpirit,  containing  an  admix- 
'*  ture  of  an  equal  quantity  of  wa- 
'.'  ter.  The  belt  proof  fpirit  is  that 
fc  di flilled  from  French  wine  ;  but 
"  for  common  ufes  may  be  em- 
"  ployed  the  fpirit  drawn  from  me- 
"  lafTes  or  the  fyrupy  matter  that 
"  runs  from  fugar  in  the  purifica- 
"  tion,  commonly  called  melafTes- 
"  fpirit."  !"£.]  The  fpirits  ufually 
met  with  under  the  name  of  proof, 
are  thofe  dilblled  from  different  fer- 
mented liquors,    freed  from   their 


phlegm  and  ill  flavour  only  to  a 
certain  degree.     Their  purity  with 
regard   to    flavour    may   be    eafdy 
judged  from  the  tafte,  efpecially  if 
the  fpirit  be  nrft  duly  diluted.     It 
were  to  be  wifhed,  that  we  had  a 
certain  flandard  with  regard  to  their 
flrength,  or  the  quantity  of  water 
contained  in  them  ;  a  circumftance 
which  greatly  influences  fundry  me- 
dicinal preparations,  particularly  the 
tinctures  :  for  as  pure  fpirit  difTolves 
the  refin  and  volatile  oil,  and  water 
only  the  gummy  and  faline  parts  of 
vegetables,  it  is  evident  that  a  va- 
riation in  the  proportions  wherein 
thefe  are  mixed,  will  vary  the  dif- 
folving  power   of  the  menftruum, 
and  confequently  the  virtue  of  the 
preparation.    The  common  methods 
of  eftimating  the  quantity  of  phlegm 
contained  in  thefe  fpirits,  are  liable 
to  uncertainty :   it  fhould  therefore 
feem  neceffary,  for  the  nicer  pur- 
pofes and  where  a  perfectly  flavour- 
lefs  proof  fpirit  is  required,  to  make 
ufe  of  the  pure  rectified  fpirit,  mixed 
with  a  certain  determined  propor- 
tion of  water;    equal  quantities  of 
thefe    liquors,    whether    taken    by 
weight  or  meafure,  compofe  a  fpi- 
rit fomewhat  weaker  than  what  has 
been    univerfally   looked   upon  as 
proof:    the   exaft  proportions  are, 
one   hundred  parts   by   weight  of 
pure  fpirit,  and  eighty-fix  of  water. 

SPONGIA;  [L.E]  Sponge;  a 
foft,  light,  very  porous  and  com- 
preflible  fubfcance,  readily  imbibing 
water,  and  diftending  thereby.  It 
is  found  adhering  to  rocks,  parti- 
cularly in  the .  Mediterranean  fea, 
about  the  iflands  of  the  Archipe- 
lago. It  is  generally  fuppofed  to 
be  a  vegetable  produftion  :  never- 
thelefs  fome  obfervations  lately 
made  by  Juffieu,  give  room  to  fuf- 
peft  that  it  is  of  animal  origin. 
Chemical  experiments  favour  this 
fuppofition ;  analyfed,  it  yields  the 

fame 
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fame  principles  with  animal  Jub- 
ilances in  general :  the  volatile  fait 
is  in  larger  quantity  than  we  have 
obtained  from  any  animal  matter 
except  the  bags  of  the  filkworm, 
On  this  fait  which  is  generated  or 
formed  by  fire,  depend  the  virtues 
of  the  officinal  Jpongia  ujia.  (See 
part  ii.  chap,  i.)  Crude  fponge, 
from  its  property  of  imbibing  and 
diftending  by  moifture,  is  fometimes 
made  ufe  of  as  a  tent  for  dilating 
wounds  and  ulcers. 

STANNUM  j  [L,  E)  Tin  is  the 
lighteft  and  eafieil  of  fufion  of  all 
the  metals.  Heated,  it  becomes  fo 
brittle  as  to  fall  in  pieces  by  a 
blow;  and  by  agitation  (whenjuft 
ready  to  melt)  into  a  powder ; 
hence  the  officinal  method  of  pul- 
verifing  this  metal,  to  be  defcribed 
in  its  place.  The  proper  menftruum 
of  tin  is  the  marine  acid  or  aqua 
regis  ;  vegetable  acids  likewifs  dif- 
folve  it  in  confiderable  quantity, 
though  .it  has  long  been  fuppofed 
not  to  be  at  'all  foluble  in  them,  un- 
lefs  previoufly  '.yell  calcined. 

With  regard  to  the  virtues  of 
this  metal,  it  was  formerly  ac- 
counted a  fpecific  in  diforders  of 
the  uterus  and  lungs  ;  a  calx  of  tin 
and  antimony,  is  fall  retained  in 
fome  difpenfatories  under  the  name 
of  an  antihedic  :  but  thefe  are  vir- 
tues, to  which  it  certainly  has  little 
claim.  It  has  of  late  been  cele- 
brated, on  better  foundation,  as  an 
anthelmintic  j  and  faid  to  deftroy 
fome  kinds  of  worms  which  elude 
the  force  of  many  other  medicines : 
the  caufe  of  this  effect  is,  perhaps, 
very  different  from  what  may  be 
fufpedled,  an  admixture  of  a  por- 
tion of  arfenic. 

Tin  has  the  greater!  affinity  with 
arfenic  of  all  the  metals ;  infomuch 
that  when  once  united  therewith/ 
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the  arfenic,  notwithftanding  its  vo- 
latility in  other  circumftances,  can- 
not be  totally  expelled  by  a  vehe- 
ment fire.  Almoft  all  the  ores  of 
tin  contain  more  or  lefs  of  this  poi- 
fonous  mineral  which  is  not  en- 
tirely feparable  in  the  common  pro- 
cefTes  by  which  the  ores  are  run 
down  or  the  metal  farther  purified* 
Filings  of  tin  held  in  the  flame  of  a 
candle,  emit  a  thick  fume  fmelling 
of  garlic  ;  which  fmell  is  univerfally 
held,  in  mineral  fubftances,  to  be 
a  certain  criterion  of  arfenic.  Henck- 
el  has  difcovered  a  method  of  fepa- 
rating  actual  arfenic  from  tin  :  this 
is  effected  by  folution  in  aqua  re^ 
gis  and  cryftallization  :  Mr.  Mar- 
grafF  has  (in  a  late  volume  of  the 
Berlin  memoirs)  given  a  farther  ac- 
count of  this  procefs ;  and  relates, 
that  from  the  tins  ufually  reputed 
pure,  he  has  obtained  one  eighth 
their  weight  of  cryflals  of  arfenic. 

STAPHYSAGRIA  ;  [£.]  del- 
phinium platani  folio  Tourn.  Stavef- 
acre ;  the  feeds.  Thefe  are  large 
rough  feeds,  of  an  irregularly  tri- 
angular figure,  of  a  blackifh  co- 
lour on  the  outfide,  and  yellowilh 
or  whidfh  within  :  they  are  ufually 
brought  from  Italy;  the  plant  is 
not  very  common  in  this  country, 
though  it  bears  our  fevereft  colds. 
They  have  a  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  a  very  naufeous  bitteriih,  burn- 
ing tafte.  Stavefacre  was  employed 
by  the  ancients  as  a  cathartic  ;  but 
it  operates  with  fo  much  violence 
both  upwards  and  downwards,  that 
its  internal  ufe  has  been,  among 
the  generality  of  practitioners,  for 
fome  time  laid  afide.  It  is  chiefly 
employed  in  external  applications., 
for  fome  kinds  of  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, and  for  deftroying  the  pedi- 
culi  inguinaies  and  other  infects ; 
infomuch,  that  it  has  heaee  received 
P  2  its 
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its  name,  in  different  languages, 
btrba  pedicular  is,  herb  a  aux  poux, 
laufs  krut,  loufenvort. 

STERCUS  anferis,  canis,  co- 
lumbte,  equi,  a<vis,  pavonis,  porci  ; 
[J5.]  The  dung  of  the  goofe,  dog, 
pigeon,  horfe,  fheep,  peacock, 
hog.  Thefe  fulfome  medicines, 
which  nothing  but  the  moft  fan- 
taftic  vifionaries  could  have  intro^ 
duced,  are  now  expunged  from 
practice. 

STIBIUM,  vide  Antimonium. 

STCECHAS;  [  L.  E.  ]  ftcechas 
purpurea  C.  B.  Arabian  ftechas  or 
French  lavender.  This  is  a'fhrubby 
plant,  confiderably  fmaller  than  the 
common  lavender:  the  flowery  heads 
are  brought  from  Italy  and  the 
fourthern  parts  of  France ;  they  are 
very  apt  to  grow  mouldy  in  the 
paflage,  and  even  when  they  efcape 
this  inconvenience,  are  generally 
much  inferior  to  thofe  raifed  in  our 
gardens.  The  beft  ftechas  which 
we  receive  from  abroad,  has  no 
great  fmell  or  tafte ;  Pcmet  affirms 
that  fuch  as  the  fhops  of  Paris  are 
fupplied  with,  is  entirely  deftitute 
of  both  :  whilft  that  of  our  own 
growth,  either  whilft  frefh  or  when 
carefully  dried,  has  a  very  fragrant 
fmell,  and  a  warm,  aromatic,  bit- 
terifh,  fubacrid  tafte  ;  diftilled  with 
water,  it  yields  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  a  fragrant  elTential  oil  ,•  to 
rectified  fpirit  it  imparts  a  ftrong 
tincture,  which  infpiiTated  proves 
an  elegant  aromatic  extract.  This 
aromatic  plant  is  rarely  met  with  in 
prefcription  ;  the  only  officinal  com- 
pofitions  v/hich  it  is  admitted  into 
are  the  mithridate  and  theriaca. 

There  is  another  fort  of  ftechas, 
which  on  account  of  the  beauty 
and  durability  of  its  flowers  has 
of  late  years  had  a  place  in  our 
gardens,  and  whofe  aromatic  qua- 


lities render  worthy  of  one  in  the 
fhops.  This  is  the  elichryfum  feu 
flcechas  citrina  /adore  folio  C.  B. 
Golden  ftechas,  goldilocks,  or  yel- 
low caffidony  :  its  flowers  ftand  in 
umbels  on  the  tops  of  the  branch- 
es ;  they  are  of  a  deep  fhining  yel- 
low colour,  which  they  retain  in 
perfection  for  many  years;  their 
fmell  is  fragrant  and  agreeable,  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  nutmegs ;  their 
tafte  warm,  bitterifh,  and  pungent; 
they  impart  their  flavour  to  water 
in  diftillation,  and  by  infufion  to 
rectified  fpirit. 

STYRAX  CALAMITA;  [L.E.J 
Storax  ;  an  odoriferous  refinous 
fubftance,  exuding,  in  the  warmer 
climates,  from  a  tree  called  by  C. 
Bauhine  fyrax  folio  mali  cotonei,  It 
has  been  cuftomary  to  diftinguifh 
three  forts  of  ftorax,  though  only 
one  is  ufually  met  with  in  the 
fhops. 

i .  Styrax  calamita  or  ftorax  in 
the  cane,  fo  called  from  its  having 
been  formerly  brought  inclofed  in 
reeds,  from  Pamphylia :  it  is  ei- 
ther in  fmall  diftinct  tears,  of  a 
whitifh  or  reddifh  colour,  or  in 
larger  mafles  compofed  of  fuch. 

2.  Storax  in  the  lump  or  red  fto- 
rax. This  is  in  mafles  of  an  uni- 
form texture  and  yellowifh  red  or 
brownifh  colour,  though  fometimes 
likewife  interfperfed  with  a  few 
whitifh  grains.  Of  this  fort  there 
has  been  fome  lately  to  be  met  with 
in  the  fhops,  under  the  name  of 
ftorax  in  the  tear. 

3.  The  common  Jiorax  of  the  fhops 
is  in  large  mafles,  confiderably 
lighter  and  lefs  compact  than,  the 
foregoing  :  it  appears  upon  exami- 
nation to  be  compofed  of  a  fine  re- 
finous juice  mixed  with  a  quantity 
of  faw-  duft.  For  what  purpofe  this 
addition  is  made  we  fhall  not  here 
inquire ;  obferving  only,  that  it 
can  fcarce  be  fuppofed  to  be  done 
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with  any  fraudulent  view,  fince  the 
faw-duft  appears  at  fight.  This 
common  ftorax  is  much  lefs  efteem- 
ed  than  the  two  iirft  forts ;  though 
when  freed  from  the  woody  matter 
it  proves  fuperior  in  point  of  fra- 
grancy  to  either  of  them.  Recti- 
fied fpirit,  the  common  menftruum 
of  refins,  diffolves  the  ftorax,  leav- 
ing the  wood  behind :  nor  does  this 
tincture  lofe  confiderably  of  its  va- 
luable parts  in  being  infpiffated  to 
a  folid  confidence;  whilft  aqueous 
liquors  elevate  almofl  all  the  fra- 
grance of  the  ftorax. 

Storax  is  one  of  the  moil  agree- 
able of  the  odoriferous  refins,  and 
may  be  exhibited  to  great  advan- 
tage in  languors  and  debilities  of  the 
nervous  fyftem  ;  it  is  not,  however, 
much  ufed  in  common  practice,  un- 
lefs  as  an  ingredient  in  fome  of  the 
old  compofitions. 

STYRAX  LIQUIDA;  [£.] 
Liquid  ftorax.  What  is  moft  com- 
monly met  with  under  this  name, 
is  a  foft  refinous  fubftance,  of  a 
grey  colour,  a  weak  fmell  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  foregoing  folid  fto- 
rax :  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  com- 
pounded of  folid  ftorax,  refin,  wine 
and  oil,  beat  up  together,  with  wa- 
ter,'into  a  proper  confiftence.  The 
genuine  liquid  ftorax,  according  to 
Petiver's  account  (Phil.  Tranfact. 
N°.  313.)  is  obtained  from  a  tree 
growing  in  the  ifland  Cobros  in  the 
red  fea  :  the  preparers  of  this  com- 
modity yearly  clear  off  the  bark  of 
the  tree,  and  boil  it  in  fea  water  to 
the  confiftence  of  birdlime  ;  the  re- 
finous matter  which  floats  upon  the 
furface,  is  taken  off,  liquefied  a- 
gain  in  boiling  water,  and  pafied 
through  a  ftrainer.  The  purer  part 
which  pafles  through,  and  the  more 
impure  which  remains  on  the  ftrainer 
and  contains  a  confiderable  portion 
of  the  fubftance  of  the  bark,  are 
both  fent  to  Mocca,  from  whence 
they  are  fometimes,    though    very 
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rarely,  brought  to  us.  The  firft, 
is  of  the  confiftence  of  honey,  te- 
nacious, of  a  reddifh  or  afh  brown 
colour,  an  acrid  unctuous  tafte,  ap- 
proaching in  fmell  to  the  folid  fto- 
rax, but  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  difagree- 
able  :  the  other  is  full  of  woody 
matter,  and  much  weaker  in  fmell. 
Thefe  refins  are  at  prefent  fcarce 
ever  made  ufe  of  in  medicine,  and 
not  often  found  in  the  fhops. 

SUBER;  [£.]  fuber  latifolium 
ferpetuo  -virens  C.  B.  Cork,  a  fort 
of  ever-green  oak,  growing  in  the 
warmer  parts  of  Europe ;  its  bark. 
This  has  been  by  fome  accounted 
aftringent,  and  recommended  as 
fuch  in  dyfenteries  and  other  fluxes : 
but  modern  practice  applies  it  to 
no  fuch  ufes,  and  expects  from  it 
no  virtues  of  any  kind. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  take 
notice,  that  fundry  liquors  undergo 
fenfible  alterations  from  cork  ftop- 
pers.  Neuman  obferves,  that  a- 
cids,  alcalies  both  fixt  and  volatile, 
the  dulcified  alcaline  and  acid  fpi- 
rits,  fome  neutral  faline  liquors, 
lime  water,  blue  vegetable  juices 
and  fyrups  made  from  them,  are 
changed  more  or  lefs  to  a  yellow 
or  brown  colour. 

SUCCINUM  ;  [L.  EJ]  Amber  ; 

a  folid,  brittle,  bituminous  fubftance, 
dug  out  of  the  earth,  or  found  up- 
on the  fea  fhores :  the  largeft  quan- 
tities are  met  with  along  the  coafts 
of  Polifh  Prufiia  and  Pomerania. 
It  is  of  a  white,  yellow  or  brown 
colour,  fometimes  opake,  and  fome- 
times very  clear  and  tranfparent : 
the  dark  coloured  and  opake  forts, 
by  digeftion  with  certained  exprefled 
oils  and  animal  fats,  become  clear- 
er, paler  coloured,  more  pellucid, 
and  confiderably  harder.  Amber 
boiled  in  water,  neither  foftens  nor 
undergoes  any  fenfible  alteration  : 
expofed  to  a  greater  heat,  without 
P  3  addi- 
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addition,  it  melts  into  a  black  mafs 
like  fome  of  the  more  common  bi- 
tumens :  fet  on   fire,  its  fmell  re- 
fembies  that  which  arifes  from  the 
jiner  kinds  of  pitcoal  :  diftilied  in  a 
yetcrt,  it  yields  an  oil  of  a  peculiar 
ibrong  fraellj  and  a  volatile  acidu- 
lous  fait  (fee  part  ii.   chap,   viii.) 
Amber  in  fubftance  has  very  little 
fmell  or  tafte  -,  and  hence  it  has  by 
fome  been  reckoned  a  mere  inattive 
earthy  body.     It  was  formerly  ac- 
counted an  abforbent,  and  as  fuch 
had  a  place  in  the  compound  pow- 
der of  crabs  claws  :  it  certainly  has 
no  title  to  this  clafs  of  medicines, 
as  not  being  afted  upon  by  any  a- 
cid,,     It  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  fer- 
vice  in  the  fluor  albus,  gleets,  hy- 
fteric  affections,   &c-    and  in  thefe 
intentions  is  fometimes   exhibited, 
in  the  form  of  impalpable  powder, 
to  the  quantity  of  a  dram.     A  tin- 
cture of  amber  made  in   reclined 
fpirit  (to  which  it  imparts  a  bitter- 
ifh   aromatic  tafte  and   a  fragrant 
frnell)  promifes  to  be  of  real  fervice 
jn  thefe  diforders  :   Boerhaave  ex- 
tols this  tincture  as  having  incre- 
dible efficacy  in  all  thole  diftempers 
which  proceed  from  weaknefs  and 
relaxation,  and  in  hypochondriacal, 
hyflerical,  and  cold  languid  cafes  : 
if  part  of  the  fpirit  be  ab  drafted  by 
a  gentle  heat,  the  remainder  proves 
a    very  elegant   aromatic    balfam, 
which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  moil 
ufeful  preparations  obtainable  from 
this  concrete. 

SUCCISA,  vide  Morsus  dia- 
boli. 

SULPHUR;  [X.  E.]  Sulphur 
or  brimftone  ii  a  yellow  fubilance, 
of  the  mineral  kingdom,  fufible  in 
a  fmall  degree  of  neat,  totally  vo- 
latile in  a  ftronger,  readily  inflam- 
mable, burning  with  a  blue  flame, 
■which  is  accompanied  with  a  fuf- 
focating   acid   fume,     It  difiblves 


in  alcaline  liquors  and  in  oil,  not 
in  acids,  water  or  vinous  fpirits. 

Greateft  part  of  the  fulphur  met 
with  in  the   fhops  is  obtained  from 
certain  ores  by  a  kind  of  diftilla- 
tion,    or   artificially    compofed    by 
uniting   the  vitriolic  acid  with  in- 
flammable matters:  at  fome  of  the 
Saxon  fulphur  works  (from  whence 
we  are  chiefly  fuppiied)  certain  mi- 
nerals abounding  with  vitriolic  a- 
cid,  but  containing  little  or  no  ful- 
phur,   being   ftratified    with  wood 
and  the  latter  fet  on  fire,   a  large 
quantity  of  fine  fulphur  is  produced. 
It  is  ufually  brought  to  us  in  large 
irregular  maffes,    which   are  after- 
wards melted  and  cart  into   cylin- 
drical rolls   with    the   addition  of 
fome   coarfe   refin,  flower,   or  the 
like  ;  whence  the  paler  colour  of 
the  rolls.     Sulphur  is  alfo  not  un-. 
frequently    found     native    in    the 
earth,     fometimes    in     tranfparent 
pieces  of  a  greenifh  or  bright  yeU 
low  colour  ;    but  more  commonly 
in  opake  grey  ones;  with  only  fome 
ftreaks  of  yellow.     This  laft  is  the 
fort  which   is    underftood    by    the 
name  Sulphur  vivum  [.E.jthough 
that  met  with  under  this  name  in 
the  fhops  is  no  other  than  the  drofs 
remaining  after  the  fublimation  of 
fulphur.     All  the  forts  of  fulphur 
are,  when  perfectly  pure,  in  no  re- 
fpeft  different  from  one   another ; 
notwithstanding  the  preference  gi- 
ven by  fome  to  the  more  uncom- 
mon foffil  forts ;    thefe  laft  are  of 
all  others  the  leaft  proper  for  me- 
dicinal purpofes,  as  being  the  molt 
fubjeft  to  an  admixture  of  foreign 
matters  both   of  the  metallic   and 
arfenical  kind. 

Pure  fulphur  loofens  the  belly,, 
and  promotes  infenfible  perfora- 
tion :  it  feems  to  pafs  through  the 
whole  habit,  and  manifeftly  tran- 
fpires  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin,  as  appears  from  the  fulphu- 
reou-s  fmell  of  perfons  who  have 
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taken  it,  and  filver  being  ftained 
in  their  pockets  of  a  blackifh  co- 
lour, which  is  the  known  effect  of 
fulphureous  fumes.  It  is  a  cele- 
brated remedy  againft  cutaneous 
difeafes,  both  given  internally,  and 
externally  applied.  It  has  like  wile 
been  recommended  in  coughs,  aith- 
mas,  and  other  diforders  of  the 
breait  and  lungs  :  in  thefe  cafes, 
however,  it  has  no  very  confider- 
able  effect,  unlefs,  as  Hoffman  ob- 
ferves,  where  the  difeafe  proceeds 
from  the  blood  being  tainted  by 
fcrophulous  or  fcorbutic  humours ; 
where  this  happens,  the  prudent 
ufe  of  fulphur  generally  does  good 
fervice,  throwing  out  a  plentiful 
eruption  upon  the  fkin,  and  by  de- 
grees carrying  off  the  peccant  mat- 
ter. The  common  dofe  of  fulphur 
rarely  exceeds  a  fcruple,  though 
Geoffroy  goes  as  far  as  two  drams. 
The  trochifci  e  fulphure  of  the  dif- 
penfatory  are  one  of  the  moil  ele- 
gant forms  for  the  exhibition  of  it. 
It  enters  fix  officinal  preparations 
for  external  ufe,  and  gives  name  to 
one  of  them.  Some  have  imagined 
that  fulphur  ufed  externally  is  dan- 
gerous ;  that  as  it  throws  the  mor- 
bific matter  outwards  when  given 
inwardly,  it  muft  in  like  manner 
drive  it  into  the  blood  when  ap- 
plied externally.  This  opinion, 
which  is  fupported  by  fome  late 
writers,  has  no  juft  foundation  : 
fulphur  has  nearly  the  fame  effects, 
whether  ufed  internally  or  exter- 
nally :  in  both  cafes,  the  eruptions 
become  frequently  more  copious 
after  the  firfl  ufe  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable  of  this  concrete, 
that  though  itfelf  a  medicine  of 
confiderable  efficacy,  it  neverthelefs 
reftrains  that  of  fome  others  of  the 
moft  powerful  kind.  Mercury  is 
rendered  by  the  admixture  of  ful- 
phur, inactive ;  and  the  virulent 
antimonial  regulus,  almoft  fo : 
hence,  when  antimonial  medicines 
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exceed  in  operation,  the  exhibition 
of  fulphur  abates  their  violence ; 
and  an  high  falivation  may  be 
checked  by  the  fame  medicine. 
Even  the  corrofive  poifon  arfenic, 
by  the  addition  of  fulphur  becomes 
almofl  innocent  j  and  hence  if  a 
fmall  proportion  of  arfenic  mould 
be  contained  in  fulphur,  it  poffibly 
may  not  receive  from  thence  any 
poifonous  qualities. 

SUMACH ;  [£.]  rhus  folio  id- 
mi  C.  B.  Common  fumach ;  the 
feeds.  This  tree,  or  fhrub,  is  cul- 
tivated in  fome  places  on  account 
of  the  culinary  ufes  of  its  fruit,  and 
for  the  purpofes  of  the  dyers,  &c. 
Among  us,  it  is  met  with  only  in  the 
gardens  of  the  curious.  The  feeds 
or  berries  are  of  a  red  colour,  in 
fhape  round  and  flat.  They  are 
moderately  aftringent,  and  have 
fometimes  been  exhibited  in  this  in- 
tention, but  are  now  become  ftran- 
gers  to  the  fhops. 

SYMPHYTUM,   vide  Conso- 

LIDA. 

TACAMAHACCA:  [£.]  a  re- 
fin  obtained  from  a  tall  tree  (taca- 
mahacca  papula  Jimilis,  fru£iu  qolors 
pisonia  jimili  J.  B.J  which  grows 
fpontaneoufly  on  the  continent  of 
America,  and  in  a  fheltered  fitua- 
tion  bears  the  winters  of  our  own 
climate.  Two  forts  of  this  refm 
are  fometimes  to  be  met  with.  The 
belt,  called  (from  its  being  collect- 
ed in  a  kind  of  gourd  fhells)  taca- 
mahacca  in  fhells,  is  fomewhat  un- 
ctuous and  foftifh,  of  a  pale  yellow- 
ifh  or  greenifh  colour,  an  aromatic 
tafte,  and  a  fragrant  delightful 
fmell,  approaching  to  that  of  laven- 
der and  ambergris.  This  fort  is 
very  rare  :  that  commonly  found  in 
the  fhops  is  in  femi-tranfparent 
grains  or  glebes,  of  awhitifh,  yel- 
lowiffi,  brownifh  or  greenifh  co- 
P  4  lour, 
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lour,  of  a  lefs  grateful  fmell  than 
the  foregoing.  The  firft  is  faid  to 
exude  from  the  fruit  of  the  tree, 
the  other  from  incifions  made  in  the 
trunk.  This  refin  is  rarely  em- 
ployed among  us  for  medicinal  pur- 
pofes:  among  the  Indians,  it  is  of 
frequent  ufe  externally  for  difcuf- 
fing  and  maturating  tumours,  and 
abating  pains  and  aches  of  the 
limbs.  The  fragrance  of  the  finer 
fort  fufficiently  points  out  its  being 
applicable  to  other  purpofes. 

TAMARINDUS;  [L.  £.]  Ta- 
marind ;'  the  fruit  of  a  tree  growing 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  called 
by  C  Bauhine  Jiliqua  Arabica  qu& 
tamarindus.  It  is  a  pod  refembling 
a  bean-cod,  including  feveral  hard 
feeds,  together  with  a  dark  colour- 
ed vifcid  pulp  of  a  pleafant  acid 
tafle:  the  Eaft  India  tamarinds 
are  longer  than  the  Weft  India 
fort ;  the  former  containing  fix  or 
feven  feeds  each,  the  latter  rarely 
above  three  or  four.  The  pulp  of 
thefe  fruits,  taken  in  the  quantity 
of  two  or  three  drams,  or  an  ounce 
or  more,  proves  gently  laxative  or 
purgative  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
by  its  acidity,  quenches  thirft,  and 
allays  immoderate  heat.  It  en- 
creafes  the  action  of  the  purgative 
fweets,  cafia  and  manna,  and  weak- 
ens that  of  the  refinous  cathartics. 
Some  have  fuppofed  it  capable  of 
abating  the  virulence  of  antimonial 
preparations ;  but  experience  {hews, 
that  it  has  rather  a  contrary  effect:, 
and  that  all  vegetable  acids  aug- 
ment their  power. 


TAMARISCUS  ;  [£.]  tamanx 
altera  folio  'teiuiore}  'fide  Gallica 
C.  B.  The  tamarifc  tree  ;  its  bark 
and  leaves.  Thefe  are  moderately 
aftringent  :  they  are  never  met  with 
in  prefcription,  and  have  long  been 
entire  ftrangers  to  the  mops. 


TANACETUM;  [I.  E.]  ta- 
nacetum  <vylgare  luteum  C.  B.  Tan- 
fy ;  the  leaves  [L.~\  flowers  and 
feeds  \E.]  Tanfy  grows  wild  by 
road  fides,  and  the  borders  of  fields, 
and  is  frequently  alfo  cultivated  in 
gardens  both  for  culinary  and  me- 
'  dicinal  ufes :  it  flowers  in  June  and 
July.  Confidered  as  a  medicine, 
it  is  a  moderately  warm  bitter,  ac- 
companied with  a  ftrong,  not  very 
difagreeable  flavour :  fome  have 
had  a  great  opinion  of  it  in  hyfteric 
diforders,  particularly  thofe  pro- 
ceeding from  a  deficiency,  or  fup- 
preffion  of  the  uterine  purgations. 
The  leaves  and  feeds  have  been  of 
confiderable  efteem  as  anthelmin- 
tics :  the  feeds  are  lefs  bitter,  and 
more  acrid  and  aromatic  than  thofe 
of  rue,  to  which  they  are  reckoned 
fimilar  ;  or  of  fantonicum,  to  which 
they  have  been  frequently  fubfti- 
tuted. 

TAPSUS  BARBATUS  ;  [£.] 
'verbafcum  mas  latifolium  luteum  Q. 
B.  Mullein  ;  the  leaves.  This  is 
met  with  by  road  fides,  and  under 
hedges :  it  is  clothed  all  over  with 
foft  downy  leaves,    and   produces 


long  fpikes  of  yellow  flowers  in 
July.  The  tafte  difcovers  in  it  a 
glutinous  quality ;  and  hence  it 
Hands  recommended  as  an  emol- 
lient, and  is  among  the  Italians 
of  great  efteem  in  confumptions. 
The  flowers  of  mullein  have  an 
agreeable,  honey -like  fweetnefs ; 
an  ex  trail:  prepared  from  them  by 
rectified,  fpirit  of  wine  taftes  ex- 
tremely pleafant. 

TARAXACUM,     vide    Dens 

LEONIS. 

TART  ARUM  ;  [L.  E.)  Tartar 
is  a  faline  fubftance,  thrown  off 
from  wines,  after  fermentation,  to 
the  fides  and  bottom  of  the  caflc  : 
it  proves  of  a  red  or  white  colour. 
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and  more  or  lefs  foul  or  droffy,  ac- 
cording to  the  colour  and  quality 
qf  the  wine  ;  the  white  is  generally 
looked  upon  as  the  pureft  :  of 
either  fort,  fuch  as  is  clean,  folid, 
fomevvhat  tranfparent,  and  has  its 
outfide  covered  over  with  fmall  lhin- 
ing  cryftals,  is  preferable  to  fuch  as 
appears  porous,  droify,  opake,  and 
lefs  bright.  This  fubftance,  tho' 
truly  faline,  is  fcarce  acted  upon 
by  cold  water  -,  the  pureft  fort,  or 
fuch  as  has  been  purified  by  art, 
requires  four  and  twenty  times  its 
weight  of  boiling  water  to  diffolve 
in  :  the  folutions  of  both  the  tartars 
pafs  the  filter  colourlefs,  and  ihoot, 
in  the  cold,  into  fmall,  white,  fe- 
mitranfparent  cryftals.  All  fuch 
earths  as  are  foluble  in  vinegar,  and 
alcaline  falts,  render  tartar  more 
eafily  foluble  in  water :  hence  the 
refiners  at  Montpelier  are  faid  to 
employ  a  certain  earth  for  promot- 
ing its  folution,  with  fome  particu- 
lar managements  for  making  it 
lhoot  into  large  cryftals.  This  ad- 
dition may  occafion  a  confiderable 
alteration  in  the  fait,  infomuch  that 
the  finer  forts  of  white  tartar  are 
perhaps  preferable,  on  many  occa- 
sions, to  the  common  cryftals.  The 
virtues  of  tartar  are  thofe  of  a  mild, 
ceoling,  aperient,  laxative  medi- 
cine. Taken  from  half  an  ounce 
to  an  ounce,  it  proves  a  gentle, 
though  effectual  purgative  :  Ange- 
lus  Sala  relates,  that  he  was  cured 
of  an  habitual  colic,  by  purging 
himfelf  a  few  times  with  fix  drams 
e  r  the  crude  fait,  after  many  other 
medicines  had  been  tried  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

TELEPHIUM,  vide  Crassula. 

TEREBINTHINA.  Turpen- 
tines ;  refinous  juices  extracted 
from  certain  trees.  There  are  four 
kinds  of  turpentine  diftingulfhed  in 
the  ihops. 
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TEREBINTHINA  CHI  A  five 
CYPRIA  [L.  £.]  Chian,  or  Cy- 
prus turpentine.  This  is  generally 
about  the  confiftence  of  thick  ho- 
ney, very  tenacious,  clear  and  al- 
moft  tranfparent,  of  a  white  co- 
lour, with  a  caft  of  yellow,  and 
frequently  of  blue  :  it  has  a  warm, 
pungent,  bitterifh  taile  ;  and  a  fra- 
grant fmell,  more  agreeable  than 
any  of  the  other  turpentines. 

This  juice  is  the  produce  of  the 
terehinthus  vulgaris  C.  B.  common 
terebinth,  an  ever  green  tree  or 
ihrub,  which  grows  fpontaneouily 
in  the  warmer  climates,  and  en- 
dures the  colds  of  our  own.  The 
turpentine  brought  to  us,  is  .ex- 
tracted in  the  illands  whofe  names 
it  bears,  by  wounding  the  trunc 
and  branches  a  little  after  the  buds 
have  come  forth :  the  juice  iffues 
limpid,  and  clear  as  water,  and  by 
degrees  thickens  into  the  confift- 
ence in  which  we  meet  with  it. 
A  like  juice  exuding  from  this 
tree  in  the  eaftern  countries,  infpif- 
fated  by  a  flow  fire,  is  of  frequent 
ufe,  as  a  mafticatory,  among  the 
Perfian  ladies,  who  (as  Kcempfer 
informs  us)  are  continually  chew- 
ing it,  in  order  to  fallen  and  whiten 
the  teeth,  fweeten  the  breath,  and 
promote  appetite. 

TEREBINTHINA  VENETA 
[is.]  Venice  turpentine.  This  is 
ufually  thinner  than  any  of  the 
other  fotts,  of  a  clear,  whitifh,  or 
pale  yellowifh  colour,  a  hot,  pun- 
gent, bitterifh,  difagreeable  tafte, 
and  a  ftrong  fmell,  without  any 
thing  of  the  fine  aromatic  flavour 
of  the  Chian  kind. 

The  true  Venice  turpentine  is 
obtained  from  the  larix  folio  deft- 
duo,  conifer  a  J.  B.  larch,  a  large 
tree  growing  in  great  abundance  up- 
on the  Alps  and  Pyrenean  moun- 
tains, and  not  uncommon  in  the 
Englifh  gardens.  What  is  ufually 
met  with  in  the  ihops,  under  the 
3  name 
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name  of  Venice  turpentine,  comes 
from  New  England  ;  of  what  tree 
it  is  the  produce  we  have  no  certain 
account :  the  finer  kinds  of  it  are  in 
appearance  and  quality  not  confi- 
derably  different  from  the  true  fort 
above  defcribed. 

TEREBINTHINA  ARGEN- 
TORATENSIS  [L.  E.]  Straf- 
burgh  turpentine.  This,  as  we  ge- 
nerally meet  with  it,  is  of  a  middle 
confiftence  betwixt  the  two  forego- 
ing, more  tranfparent,  and  lefs  te- 
nacious than  either ;  its  colour  a 
yellowifh  brown.  Its  fmell  is  very 
fragrant,  and  more  agreeable  than 
that '  of  any  of  the  other  turpen- 
tines, except  the  Chian ;  in  tafte 
it  is  the  bittereft,  yet  the  leaft 
acrid. 

This  refin  is  obtained  from  the 
two  forts  of  fir  trees  mentioned  in 
page  65,  which  are  the  moft  plen- 
tiful, and  perhaps  the  only  ones 
that  grow  fpontaneoufly  in  Eu- 
rope. There  is  another  whofe  re- 
fin  is  much  fuperior  to  the  com- 
mon turpentines,  and  has  fome- 
times  been  brought  to  us  from 
abroad  under  the  name  of  Balsa- 
mum  Can  a  dense.  This  fpecies 
is  the  abies  minor,  feSinatis  foliis, 
Virginiana,  cords  fiar<vis  fubrotzindh 
Fluk.  Virginian,  or  Canada  fir 
tree,  which,  though  not  a  native  of 
this  climate,  has  been  found  to  en- 
dure its  fevereft  colds. 

TEREBINTHINA  COMMU- 
NIS I  L.  E.]  Common  turpentine 
is  the  coarfeft,  heaviefr,  in  tafie 
and  fmell  the  more  difagreeabie  of 
all  the  forts :  it  is  about  the  confift- 
ence of  honey,  of  an  opake  brown- 
ifh  white  colour. 

This  is  obtained  from  the  firm 
ikh>efirii  C.  B.  wild  pine,  a  low 
unhandfome  tree,  common  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Europe:  this  tree  is 
extremely  refinous,  and  remark- 
to  a  difeafe   from   a 


ably    fubjett 
redundance 
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its  refin,  infomuch  that,  without 
due  evacuation,  it  fwells  and  burfts. 
The  juice,  as  it  iffues  from  the 
tree,  is  received  in  trenches  made 
in  the  earth,  and  afterwards  freed 
from  the  groffer  impurities  by  cola- 
ture  through  wicker  bafkets. 

All  thefe  juices  yield  in  diftilla- 
tion  with  water,  an  highly  pene- 
trating effential  oil,  a  brittle  infipid 
refin  remaining  behind.  With  re- 
gard to  their  medical  virtues,  they 
promote  urine,  cleanfe  the  parts 
concerned  in  the  evacuation  thereof, 
and  deterge  internal  ulcers  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  like  0- 
ther  bitter  hot  fubftances,  ftrengthen 
the  tone  of  the  veffels  :  they  have 
an  advantage  above  moft  other 
acrid  diuretics,  that  they  gently 
loofen  the  belly.  They  are  prin- 
cipally recommended  in  gleets,  the 
fluor  albus,  and  the  like ;  and  by 
fome  in  calculous  complaints  : 
where  thefe  laft  proceed  from  fand 
or  gravel,  formed  into  a  mafs  by 
vifcid  mucous  matter,  the  turpen- 
tines, by  diffolving  the  mucus,  pro- 
mote the  expulfion  of  the  fand  ; 
but  where  a  calculus  is  formed, 
they  can  do  no  fervice,  and  only 
ineffectually  irritate  or  inflame  the 
parts.  In  all  cafes  accompanied 
with  inflammation,  thefe  juices 
ought  to  be  abftained  from,  as 
this  fy mptom  is  increafed,  and  not 
unfrequently  occafioned  by  them. 
It  is  obfervable,  that  the  turpen- 
tines impart,  foon  after  taking 
them,  a  violet  fmell  to  the  urine  ; 
and  have  this  effeft,  though  ap- 
plied only  externally  to  remote 
parts  ;  particularly  the  Venice  fort. 
This  is  accounted  the  moft  power- 
fid  as  a  diuretic  and  detergent ;  and 
the  Chian  and  Strafburgh  as  cor- 
roborants. The  common  turpen- 
tine, as  being  the  moft  offenfive, 
is  rarely  exhibited  internally :  its 
principal  ufe  is  in  fome  external 
application?,    among  farriers,  and 
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for  the  distillation  of  the  oil,  or 
fpirit,  as  it  is  called.  The  dofe  of 
thefe  juices  is  from  a  fcruple  to  a 
dram  and  a  half:  they  are  moil 
commodioufly  exhibited  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus,  or  diifolved  in 
watery  liquors  by  the  mediation  of 
the  yolk  of  an  egg.  Of  the  diitil- 
led  oil,  a  few  drops  are  a  fufficient 
dole :  this  is  a  moil  potent,  Stimu- 
lating, detergent  diuretic,  often- 
times greatly  heats  the  constitution, 
and  requires  the  utmost  caution  in 
its  exhibition. 

TERRA  JAPONIC  A,  vide  Ja- 
ponic a. 

TERRA  LEMNIA  et  SILE- 
SIACA,  vide  Bolus. 

THAPSIA  ;'{•£•]  ihapfia  five 
turhith  Garga?iicu?n  fe?nine  latiffimo 
J  B.  Deadly  carrot ;  the  root. 
This  plant  does  not  ill  deferve  its 
epithet  ;  a  fmall  dofe  operating 
with  extreme  violence  both  up- 
wards and  downwards.  It  is  an 
entire  Stranger  to  the  Ihops,  and 
met  with  only  in  the  gardens  of  the 
curious. 

THEA  [£.};  Tea;  the  leaves 
of  a  ihrub  (tbea  frutex,  folio  ce- 
raf,  fore  rofa  Jyfoeflris,  &c. 
Kcsmpf.)  cultivated  in  China.  The 
feveral  forts  of  tea  met  with  among 
us,  are  the  leaves  of  the  fame 
plant,  collected  at  different  times, 
and  cured  in  a  fomewhat  different 
manner  :  the  fmall  young  leaves, 
very  carefully  dried,  are  the  finer 
green  :  the  older  afford  the  ordi- 
nary green  and  bohea.  The  two 
firft  have  a  fenfible  flavour  of  vio- 
lets :  the  other,  of  rofes  :  the 
former  is  the  natural  odour  of  the 
plant ;  the  latter,  as  Neuman  ob- 
ferves,  is  probably  introduced  by 
art :  fome  of  the  dealers  in  this 
commodity  in  Europe  are  not  ig- 
norant, that  bohea  tea  is  imitable 
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by  the  leaves  of  certain  common 
plants,  artificially  tin&ured  and  im- 
pregnated with  the  rofe  flavour. 
The  taite  of  both  forts  is  lightly 
bitterifh,  fubaftringent,  and  fome- 
what aromatic.  The  medical  vir- 
tues attributed  to  thefe  leaves  are 
fufficiently  numerous,  though  few 
of  them  have  any  jufh  foundation  : 
little  more  can  be  expected  from 
the  common  infufions,  than  that  of 
a  diluent,  acceptable  to  the  palate 
and  Stomach  :  diuretic,  diapho- 
retic, and  other  virtues  which  they 
have  been  celebrated  fc-r,  depend 
more  on  the  quantity  of  warm  fluid, 
than  any  particular  qualities  which 
it  gains  from  the  tea.  This  leaf 
might  undoubtedly  be  fo  managed 
as  to  produce  considerable  effects 
as  an  astringent  and  corroborant, 
if  there  was  a  fcarcity  of  other  me- 
dicines to  anfwer  thefe  intentions  : 
aqueous  and  fpirituous  extracts 
from  it  prove  notably  aStringent, 
though  not  a  little  difagreeable. 
Nothing  arifes  in  distillation  from 
either  fort  of  tea  with  rectified  fpi- 
rit ;  water  elevates  the  whole  of 
their  flavour. 

THLASPI  [L.  E.~]  Treacle,  or 
mithridate,  muflard  ;  the  feeds. 
Two  forts  of  thlafpi  are  ufed  pro- 
mifcuoufly,  thlafpi  a-wenfe  fliquis 
latis  C.  B.  and  the  thlafpi  ar-venfe 
njaccarite  incano  folio  majus  C.  B. 
they  both  grow  wild,  the  latter  moSt 
plentifully.  Thefe  feeds  have  an 
acrid  biting  tafte  like  common  mu- 
stard, with  which  they  agree  in 
medical  qualities  :  their  principal 
ufe  is  as  ingredients  in  the  compo- 
sitions whofe  names  they  bear. 

THUS  MASCULUM,  vide 
Olibanum. 

THUS  VULGARE  [L.  E.] 
Common  frankincenfe ;  a  folid, 
brittle  refin,  brought  to  us  in  little 
glebes  or  maSfes,  of  a  brownish, 

or 
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or  yellowifh  colour  on  the  outfide, 
internally  whitilh,  or  variegated 
with  whitifh  fpecks ;  of  a  bitterifh, 
acrid,  not  agreeable  tafle,  without 
any  confiderable  fmell.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  produce  of  the  tree 
which  yields  the  terebinthina  com- 
munis ;  and  to  concrete  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  terebinthinate  juice  foon 
after  it  has  ifTued  from  the  plant. 

THYMUS  ;  [£.]  thymum  <vul- 
gare  folio  tenuiore  C.  B.  common 
thyme  ;  the  leaves.  This  plant  is 
frequent  in  our  gardens,  and 
flowers  in  June  and  July.  It  has 
an  agreeable  aromatic  fmell,  and 
a  warm  pungent  tafle ;  which  it 
jmparts  by  infufion  to  rectified  fpi- 
rit,  and  fends  over  in  diftillation 
with  water  :  along  with  the  water 
arifes  an  effential  oil  extremely  hot 
and  pungent. 

THYMUS  CITRATUS  ;  [L.] 
ferpyllum,  Joins  citri  odore  C.  B. 
Lemon  thyme  ;  the  leaves.  This 
is  found  wild  in  dry  mountainous 
places,  but  the  mops  are  fupplied 
from  gardens'.  In  tafle  and  fmell 
it  is  lefs  acrid,  and  more  grateful 
than  the  common  thyme  ;  its  fmell 
in  particular,  is  remarkably  diffe- 
rent, approaching  to  that  of  lemons. 
It  gives  over  its  flavour  in  diftilla- 
tion both  with  water  and  fpirit : 
with  the  former,  an  elegant  eflen- 
tial oil  arifes  :  the  dillilled  fpirit  is 
an  agreeable  aromatic  cordial  li- 
quor, not  inferior  to  any  thing  of 
this  kind. 

THYMEL^A  ;  [£.]  ib&ehea 
foliis  lini  C.  B.  Spurge  flax;  its 
berries,  called  %rana  cnidia. 

TITHYMALUS.  Spurge ;  the 
root.  Several  forts  of  fpurge  are 
mentioned  in  catalogues  of  the  ma- 
teria medica.  The  Edinburgh  col- 
lege retain  only  two;  (Esula  ma- 
jor, tithy?na1us  palujiris  fruticofm 
C.  Ji.  German  fpurge  ;  and  Esula 


minor,  tithymalus  foliis  pint  C.  B. 
pine  fpurge  ;  ours  has  rejected  them 
all. 

The  fpurges  and  grana  cnidia 
are  extremely  acrid  irritating  ca- 
thartics, and  operate  with  fo  much 
violence  as  to  be  altogether  unfit 
for  internal  ufe. 

TILIA ;  [Z.  E.~]  tilia  fcemina 
folio  majore  C.  B.  The  lime,  or 
linden  tree  ;  its  flowers.  The  lime 
tree  has  been  much  valued  on  ac- 
count of  its  quick  growth  and  plea- 
fant  fhade  :  it  flowers  in  July,  and 
lofes  its  leaves  foon  after.  The 
flowers  are  made  ufe  of  chiefly  on 
account  of  their  agreeable  flavour, 
which  water  extracts  from  them 
by  infufion,  and  elevates  in  diftil- 
lation. Among  the  writers  on  the 
materia  medica,  they  have  the  cha- 
racter of  an  antiepileptic,  and  a 
fpecific  in  all  kinds  of  fpafms  and 
pains.  Frederic  Hoffman  relates, 
that  he  knew  a  chronical  epilepfy 
cured  by  the  ufe  of  an  infufion  of 
thefe  flowers  drank  as  tea. 

TIN  CAR,  vide  Borax. 

TORMENTILLA;  [L.  E.]  tor- 
mentilla  fykveftris  C.  B.  Tormen- 
til,  or  feptfoil  ;  the  root.  Tonnen- 
til  is  found  wild  in  woods  and  on 
commons  :  it  has  long  flender 
(talks,  with  ufually  feven  long  nar- 
row leaves  at  a  joint  :  the  root  is 
for  the  molt  part  crooked  and 
knotty,  of  a  blackifn  colour  on  the 
outfide,  and  reddifh  within.  This 
root  has  an  auitere  llyptic  tafle, 
accompanied  with  a  kind  of  aroma- 
tic flavour:  it  is  one  of  the  moll 
agreeable  and  efficacious  of  the  ve- 
getable aitringents,  and  is  employ- 
ed with  good  fuccefs  in  all  cafes 
where  medicines  of  this  clafs  are 
proper.  A  tincture  made  from  it 
with  reclined  fpirit,  poffefles  the 
whole  aflringency  and  flavour  of 
'.■-*,  the 
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the  root,  and  lofes  nothing  of  either  the  root  ;  their  tafte  is  very  bittef, 
in  infpiflation;  whilft  aqueous  li-  and  fomewhat  naufeous.  Marfli 
quors  elevate  the  whole  of  the  aro-    trefoil  is  an  effic  acious  aperient  and 

deobftruent,  promotes  the  fluid  fe- 
cretions,  and,  if  liberally  taken, 
gently  loofens  the  belly.  It  has 
of  late  gained  great  reputation  in 
fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  diforders  : 
and  its  good  effe&s  in  thefe  cafes 
have  been  warranted  by  experience  : 
inveterate  cutaneous  difeafes  have 
been  removed  by  an  infufion  of 
the  leaves,  drank  to  the  quantity 
of  a  quart  a  day,  at  proper  in- 
tervals, and  continued  for  fome 
weeks.  Boerhaave  relates,  that 
he  was  relieved  of  the  gout  by 
drinking  the  juice  mixed  with 
whey. 


matic  part  :  the  diitilled  water 
fmells  agreeably,  fomewhat  like 
rofes. 

TRAGACANTHA,  vide  Gum- 
mi  Tragacanthje. 

TRICHOMANES ;  [L.  £.]  tri- 
chc?na?ies  fi<ve  polytricbum  ojfici?ia- 
rum  C.  B.  Englifh  black  maiden- 
hair ;  the  leaves.  This  is  one  of 
the  herbs  called,  from  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  ftalks,  capillary  :  it  is 
found  wild  in  different  parts  of 
England,  upon  old  walls,  and  in 
ftiady  places.  The  leaves  have  a 
mucilaginous,  fweetifh,  fubaftrin- 
gent  tafte,  without  any  particular 
flavour  :  they  are  efteemed  ufeful 
in  diforders  of  the  breaft,  proceed- 
ing from  a  thicknefs  and  acrimony 
of  the  juices ;  and  are  likewife  fup- 
pofed  to  promote  the  expectoration 
of  tough  phlegm,  and  to  open  ob- 
ftruftions  of  the  vifcera.  They  are 
ufually  direfted  in  infuflon  or  de- 
coftion,  with  the  addition  of  a  little 
liquorice.  A  fyrup  prepared  from 
them  has  frequently  fupplied  the 
place  of  that  made  from  the  adian- 
thum  verum :  fome  have  fubftitu- 
ted  a  ftill  cheaper  ingredient,  and 
perhaps  not  much  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  the  medicine  :  both  the 
maidenhairs  yielding  little  more 
than  a  mucilaginous  juice,  greatly 
refembling  the  fubftitute  made  ufe 
of.  The  fyrup  brought  from  a- 
broad  has  an  admixture  of  orange 
flower  water. 

TRIFOLIUM  PALUDOSUM 

\  L.  E.  }  tri folium  paJuflre  C.  B. 
Marfh  trefoil,  or  buck-beans ;  the 
leaves.  This  plant  grows  wild  in 
moift  marfhy  places  :  it  has  three 
oval  leaves,  Handing  together,  up- 
oa  one  pedicle  which  iffues  from 


TRISSAGO,  vide  Cham^drys. 

TRITICUM  ;    [L.  E.~\  triticum 

•vulgare  glumas  triturando  deponens 
J.  B.  Wheat ;  the  meal  or  flower, 
and  ftarch  (prepared  from  the  meal 
by  maceration  in  frefh  parcels  of 
water)  and  bran.  Wheat  a  com- 
mon article  of  our  food,  is  more 
glutinous  and  nutritious  than  moil 
other  kinds  of  grain.  The  flour, 
or  the  ftarch  prepared  from  it,  form 
with  water,  a  foft  vifcid  fubftance, 
which  has  been  taken,  with  good 
fuccefs,  in  diarrhoeas  and  dyfente- 
ries.  Bran  contains,  befides  the 
hulks,  or  {hells  of  the  wheat,  a 
portion  of  its  farinacious  matter : 
this  is  lefs  glutinous  than  the  finer 
flower,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  a 
detergent  quality  :  infufions  of 
bran  are  not  unfrequently  employ- 
ed in  this  intention  externally,  and 
fometimes  likewife  taken  inwardly. 
BREAD,  carefully  toafted,  and 
infufed,  or  lightly  boilded  in  water, 
imparts  a  deep  colour,  and  a  fuf- 
ficiently  agreeable  reftringent  tafte. 
This  liquor,  taken  as  common 
drink,  does  excellent  fervice  in  a 
weak  hx  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and 

inte- 
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interlines  j  and  in  bilious  vomiting 
and  purging,  or  the  cholera  mor- 
bus :  examples  are  related  in  the 
Edinburgh  eflays  of  feveral  cafes 
of  this  kind  cured  by  it,  without 
the  ufe  of  any  other  medicine. 


TUNICA, 

LUS  HORTENS: 


vide   Caryofhyl- 


TURPETHUM  ["£.]  Turbith ; 
the  cortical  part  of  the  root  of  an 
Indian  convolvulus,  brought  to  us 
in  oblong  pieces,  of  a  brown  or 
aih  colour  on  the  outfide,  and 
whitifh  within  :  the  bell  is  ponde- 
rous, not  wrinkled,  eafy  to  break, 
and  difcovers  a  large  quantity  of 
reiincus  matter  to  the  eye :  its  tafte 
is  at  firft  fweetifh ;  chewed,  for  a 
little  time,  it  becomes  acrid,  pun- 
gent, and  naufeous.  This  root  is 
a  cathartic,  not  of  the  fafeft,  or 
moll  certain  kind :  the  refinous 
matter,  in  which  its  virtue  refides, 
appears  to  be  very  unequally  diftri- 
buted,  infomuch  that  fome  pieces, 
taken  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram, 
purge  violently ;  whilfl  others,  in 
larger  dofes,  have  fcarce  any  effect 
at  all.  An  extract  made  from  the 
root  is  more  uniform  in  ftrength, 
though  not  fuperior,  or  equal,  to 
purgatives  more  common  in  the 
ihops. 

TUSSILAGO  ;  [£.]  mfflago 
vulgaris  C.  B.  Coltsfoot  j  the 
leaves  and  flowers.  This  grows 
wild  in  watery  places,  producing 
yellow  flowers  in  February  and 
March;  thefe  foon  fall  off,  and 
are  fucceeded  by  roundifh  leaves, 
hairy  underneath  :  their  trifle  is 
herbaceous,  fomevvhat  glutinous 
and  fubacrid.  Tuflilago  ftands  re- 
commended in  coughs,  and  other 
dilbrders  of  the  breaft  and  lungs  : 
practice  however  ieems  to  have  al- 
mofl  rejected  it. 


TUTIA[L.  £.]  Tutty;  a  calx- 
or  fublimate  of  zinc,  produced  in 
the  furnaces  where  zinc  is  fufed 
with  other  metals,  or  copper  made 
iato  brafs  by  calamine  the  ore  of 
zinc  :  it  is  found  adhering  to  cer- 
tain cylindrical  bodies  placed  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  furnace  for  that 
piirpofe ;  from  thefe  it  receives  its 
tubulated  figure.  It  is  moderately 
hard  and  ponderous,  of  a  brownilh 
colour,  and  full  of  fmall  protube- 
rances on  the  outfide,  fmooth  and 
yellowilh  within  :  fome  pieces  have 
a  bluilh  caft,'  from  minute  globules 
of  zinc  being  thrown  up  by  the 
heat  in  its  metallic  form.  Tutty  is 
celebrated  as  an  ophthalmic,  and 
frequently  employed  as  fuch  in  un- 
guents and  collyria.  See  the  arti- 
cle Zincum. 

VALERIANA  HORTENSIS 
MAJOR ;  [is.]  ^Valeriana  major 
odorata  radice  J.  B.  The  greater 
garden  valerian  ;  its  roots.  This 
is  an  oblong  wrinkled  root,  with 
feveral  fibres  at  the  bottom,  of  a 
brownilh  or  alh  colour  on  the 
outfide,  and  whitilh  within  ;  of  an 
aromatic  fmell  and  tafte,  approach- 
ing to  nard.  It  is  accounted  lefs  ef- 
ficacious as  a  medicine  than  the 
following.   * 

VALERIANA  SYLVESTRIS  ; 
\_L.  is.]  Valeriana  fylvejiris  major 
Montana  C.  B.  'Valeriana  Jjl-vejtris 
7ncjor  foliis  angujlioribus  Mori/on. 
plant,  umbellif.  Wild  Valerian  (the 
narrow-leaved  fort,  growing  on 
open,  dry,  mountainous  places)  its 
root.  This  root  confills  of  a  num- 
ber of  firings,  or  fibres  matted  to- 
gether, ifluing  from  one  common 
head  ;  ofawhitifli  or  pule  brownilh 
colour  :  its.  fmell  is  llrong,  like  a 
mixture  of  aromatics  with  fetids  ; 
the  tafte  unplcafandy  warm,  bit- 
teriih,  and  fubacrid.  There  is  an- 
ocher'wild  valerian,  with  broader 
leave:, 
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leaves;  of  a  deeper  andfhining  green 
colour,  met  wich  in  watery  places. 
Both  forts  have  hitherto  been  ufed 
indifcriminately,  and  Linnaeus  has 
joined  them  into  one  fpecies  under 
the  name  of  Valeriana  foliis  omni- 
bus pinna  tis.  Our  college  have  re- 
ftrained  the  mops  to  the  firft,  which 
is  confiderably  the  ftrongeft,  and 
lofes  of  its  quality,  if  tranfplanted 
into  fuch foils  as  the  other  naturally 
delights  in.  The  roots,  produced 
in  low  watery  grounds,  have  a  re- 
markably faint  fmell  in  compari- 
fon  of  the  others,  and  fometimes 
fcarce  any  at  all.  Wild  valerian 
is  a  medicine  of  great  ufe  in  ner- 
vous diforders,  and  is  particularly 
ferviceable  in  epilepiies  proceeding 
from  a  debility  of  the  nervous 
fyftem.  It  was  firft  brought  into 
efteem  in  thefe  cafes  by  Fabius 
Columna,  who  by  taking  the  pow- 
dered root,  in  the  dofe  of  half  a 
fpoonful,  was  cured  of  an  inveterate 
cpilepfy  after  many  other  medicines 
had  been  tried  in  vain.  Repeated 
experience  has  fince  confirmed  its 
efficacy  in  this  diforder  ;  and  the 
prefent  practice  lays  considerable 
ftrefs  upon  it.  The  common  dofe 
is  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram  :  in 
infufion,  from  one  to  two  drams. 
Its  unpleafant  flavour  is  moft  effec- 
tually concealed  by  a  fuitable  ad- 
dition of  mace. 

VERATRUM,    vide   Helle- 

BQRUS    ALBUS. 

VERBASCUM,   vide  Tapsus 

BARBATUS. 

VERBENA;  [£.]  verbena  com- 
munis fwre  caruleo  C.  B.  common 
wild  vervain  ;  the  leaves  and  root. 
This  is  one  of  the  medicines  which 
we  owe  to  the  fuperftition  of  former 
ages  ;  the  virtues  it  has  been  cele- 
brated for,  both  as  an  internal  me- 
dicine, and  externally  as  an  amulet, 
arc  extremely  numerous ;  and  pof- 
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fibly  it  has  an  equal  title  to  them 


all :  to   the  tafte   and  fmell  it  ap- 
pears almoft  fimply  herbaceous. 

VERONICA  FCEMINA,  vide 

Elatine. 

VERONICA  MAS  ;  [E.]  ve- 
ronica  mas  fupina  et  vulgatijjtma 
C.  B.  Male  fpeedwell ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  one  of  the  veronicas  which 
produce  their  flowers  in  clutters  at 
the  joints  of  the  ftalks  :  it  is  a 
rough,  procumbent  plant,  not  un- 
frequently  met  with  on  dry  com- 
mons, and  in  fandy  grounds.  In 
tafte,  fmell,  and  medical  virtues, 
it  is  fimilar  to  the  betonica,  of 
which  in  its  place.  Thofe  who  de- 
fire  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  qualities  of  this  herb,  may 
confult  Frederic  Hoffman's  differ- 
tation  de  infuji  veronicas  efficacia 
f  referenda  herbce  thee,  and  the  've- 
ronica theizan,  and  veronica  poly- 
chrejla  herba  of  Joh.  Francus. 

VINCETOXICUM  ;  [£.]  af- 
clepias  jiore  albo  C.  B.  Swallow- 
wort,  or  tame-poifon ;  the  root. 
This  is  a  native  of  the  warmer  cli- 
mates :  it  is  fometimes  met  with  in 
our  gardens,  but  rarely  perfects  its 
feeds.  It  is  reckoned  by  botanifts 
a  fpecies  of  apocynum,  or  dogs- 
bane  ;  from  all  the  poifonous  forts 
of  which  it  may  be  diftinguifhed 
by  yielding  a  limpid  juice,  whilfl 
that  of  the  others  is  milky.  The 
root  has  a  ftrong  fmell,  efpecially 
when  frefh,  approaching  to  that  of 
valerian,  or  nard ;  the  tafte  is  at 
firft  fweetifh  and  aromatic,  but  foon 
becomes  bitterifh,  fob  acrid  and  nau- 
feous.  This  root  is  efteemed  fodo- 
rific,  diuretic,  and  emmenagogue3 
and  frequently  employed  by  the 
French  and  German  phyficians  as 
an  alexipharmac,  fometimes  as  a 
fuccedaneumto  contrayerva,whence 
it  has  received  the  name  of  contra- 

yerva 
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yerva  Germanorum.  Among  us, 
it  is  very  rarely  made  ufe  of :  it  ap- 
pears, from  its  feniible  qualities,  to 
be  a  medicine  of  much  the  fame 
kind  with  valerian,  which  is  indif- 
putably  preferable  to  it. 

VINUM.  Wine  :  the  ferment- 
ed juice  of  the  grape.  Among  the 
great  variety  of  wines  in  common 
ufe  among  us,  five  are  employed 
in  the  fhops  as  menftrua  for  medi- 
cinal fimples. 

Vinum  albu?n  ;  [L.~\  vinum  album 
Wfpa?iicum  [E.~]  Mountain. 

Vinum  album  Gallicum  [E]  French 
white  wine. 

Vinum  Canarinum  \L.  E.~\  Canary 
or  fack. 

Vinum  Rhenanum  \L.  E.]  Rhe- 
nifli. 

Vinum  rubrum  [L.]  Red  port. 
The  ufes  of  thefe  liquors  as  men- 
ftrua  and  vehicles  of  the  virtues  of 
other  medicines,  will  be  given  here- 
after ;  in  this  place  we  fhall  confider 
only  their  effe&s  on  the  human  body. 
Thefe   are,    to  chear  the    fpirits, 
warm  the  habit,  promote  perfpira- 
tion,    render  the   veffels    full   and 
turgid,  raife  the  pulfe,  and  quicken 
the  circulation.     The  effefts  of  the 
full-bodied  wines   are  much  more 
durable  than  thofe  of  the  thinner  : 
all  fweet  wines,  as  canary,  abound 
with   a  glutinous    nutritious   fub- 
ftance  ;  whilft.   the   others   are  not 
nutrimental,    or  only  accidentally 
fo  by  ftrengthening  the  organs  em- 
ployed in  digeftion  :  fweet  wines 
in  general  do  not  pafs  off  freely  by 
urine,    and  heat    the  conftitution 
more  than  an  equal  quantity  of  any 
other,    though   containing   full  as 
much   fpirit :    red  port,  and  molt 
of  the  red  wines,  have  an  aftringent 
quality,  by  which  they  ftrengthen 
the  tone  of  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  and   thus   prove  ferviceable 
for  reftraining  immoderate   fecre- 


tion :  thofe  which  are  of  an  a- 
cid  nature,  as  Rhenifh,  pafs  freely 
by  the  kidneys,  and  gently  loofen 
the  belly  :  it  is  fuppofed  that  thefe 
lafl  exafperate,  or  occafion  gouty, 
calculous  diforders,  and  that  new 
wines  of  every  kind  have  this  effect. 

VIOLA ;    \L.  £.]  viola  martia 
purpurea  Jlore  jimplici    odoro  C.    B. 
The  Angle  march  violet;  its  flowers 
[L.  E.]  leaves  and  feeds  j  jj.]  This 
is  often  found  wild  in  hedges  and 
fhady  places,  and  flowers  in  March ; 
the   fhops    are    generally  fupplied 
from  gardens.     In  our  markets  we 
meet  with  the  flowers  of  a  different 
fpecies,  named   by  botanifls   viola 
martia    major,       hirfuta,      inodora  : 
thefe  may  be  diflinguifhed  from  the 
foregoing  by  their  being  larger,  of 
a  pale  colour,  and   of  no  fmell. 
The  officinal  flowers  have  a  very 
pleafant  fmell,  and  a  deep  purplifh 
blue    colour,    denominated    from 
them  violet.      They  impart   their 
colour  and   flavour  to  aqueous  li- 
quors :    a  fyrup    made   from  this 
infufion  has  long  maintained  a  place 
in  the  fhops,   and  proves  an  agree- 
able and  ufeful  laxative  for  child- 
ren. 

VIPERA  [L.  E.~]  The  viper, 
or  adder  is  one  of  the  viviparous 
reptiles,  without  feet,  about  an 
inch  in  thicknefs,  and  twenty  or 
thirty  in  length.  The  poifon  of 
this  ferpent  is  confined  to  its  mouth  : 
at  the  bafis  of  the  phangs  or  long 
teeth  which  it  wounds  with,  is  lodg- 
ed a  little  bag  containing  the  poi- 
fonous  liquid;  a  very  minute  por- 
tion of  which,  mixed  immediately 
with  the  blood,  proves  fatal :  our 
viper  catchers  are  faid  to  prevent 
the  mifchiefs  otherwiie  following 
from  the  bite,  by  rubbing  oil  olive 
warm  on  the  part.  The  flefh  of 
the  viper  is  perfectly  innocent ;  and 
ftrongly 
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lirongly  recommended  as  a  medi- 
cine of  extraordinary  fervice  in 
icroph ulcus,  leprous,  and  other  ob- 
fiinate  chronical  disorders  :  its  vir- 
tues, however,  in  thefe  cafes,  are 
probably  too  much  exaggerated. 
The  viper  is  undoubtedly  an  high 
nutritious  food  ;  and  hence,  in 
fome  kinds  of  weakneiles.  and 
emaciated  habits,  is  notundeferved- 
ly  looked  upon  as  a  good  reftora- 
tive.  To  anfwer  any  valuable  pur- 
poles,  frefh  vigorous  vipers  (not 
fuch  as  have  been  long  kept  alive 
after  they  are  caught)  lhould  be  li- 
berally ufed  as  food  :  the  wines 
and  tinflures  of  them  can  fcarce  be 
fuppofed  to  receive  any  confider- 
able  virtue  from  the  animal ;  the 
dry  flefh  brought  us  from  abroad, 
is  entirely  infignificant. 

VIRGA  AUREA;  [£.]  -virga 
aurea  angv.ftifolia,  minus  ferrata 
C.  B.  Golden  rod  ;  the  leaves. 
This  is  found  wild  on  heaths  and  in 
woods,  producing  ipikes  of  yellow 
flowers  in  Auguft.  The  leaves  have 
a  moderately  aflringent  bitter  taile, 
and  hence  prove  ferviceable  in  de- 
bility and  laxity  of  the  vifcera,  and 
difcrders  proceeding  from  that  caufe. 

VISCUS  OUERNUS  ;  [E.] 
<vlfcum  baccis  albis  C.  B.  MiiTel- 
toe  ;  the  wood  and  leaves.  '\  his 
is  a  bulky  plant,  growing  on  the 
trunc  and  branches  of  different 
trees :  that  met  with  on  the  oak  is 
generally  preferred,  perhaps  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  the  molt  rare. 
It  may,  however,  be  propagated 
by  art  on  any  trees,  by  rubbing 
the  berries  againft  the  bark  :  this 
office  has  hitherto  been  performed 
by  the  thrufh  (who  feeds  on  the 
berries  in  the  winter)  in  clearing 
his  bill  from  the  feeds  that  Hick 
about  it.  This  plant  was  held  in 
veneration  by  the  fuperilirion  of 
former  ages  :   it  was  hung  about 
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the  neck  to  prevent  witchcraft,  and 
taken  internally  to  expel  poifons. 
Of  late  times,  it  has  been  cele- 
brated as  a  fpecific  in  epilepfies, 
palfles,  Sec.  virtues,  which  it  were 
greatly  to  be  wifhed  that  experience 
gave  any  countenance  to. 

VITEX,  vide  Agnus  castus. 

VmS  VINIFERA  [E. )  The 
vine  tree.  The  leaves  \E.~]  of  this 
tree  were  formerly  celebrated  as 
allringents,  but  have  for  a  long 
time  been  entirely  difregarded  : 
their  taile  is  herbaceous  with  only 
a  flight  roughnefs. — The  trunc  of 
the  tree,  wounded  in  the  fpring, 
yields  a  clear,  limpid,  watery  juice: 
this  tear  [£.]  of  the  vine  has  been, 
accounted  excellent  for  fore  eyes  ; 
and  by  fome  recommended  like- 
wife  in  ardent  and  malignant  fevers, 
and  as  a  diuretic. — The  flowers 
have  a  pleafant  fmell,  which  wa- 
ter elevates 
tion  ;  along 
portion  of 

arifes,  poiTeiling  in  great  perfection, 
the  agreeable  fragrance  of  the 
flowers. — The  unripe  fruit  is  of  a 


irom  them  in  diftilla- 
with  the  water,  a  fmall 
.n  elegant  elTential  oil 


very  harm,  rough,  four  tafte :  its 
exprefTed  juice,  called  verjuice  [_E.  ] 
was  of  great  elleem  among  the  an- 
cients, and  frill  continues  fo  in  fome 
places,  as  a  cooling  aflringent  me- 
dicine :  a  rob  and  fyrup  were  for- 
merly prepared  from  it. — The  ripe 
fruit,  or  grapes,  properly  cured 
and  dried.,  are  the  raiiins  and  cur- 
rants of  the  fhops  (u<v<z  pajja  ma- 
jores  ei  minores  ;)  by  fermentation 
it  affords  wine,  vinegar,  and  tartar 
(innum,  acetum,  tartarus)  of  all 
which  in  their  places. 

_  VITRIOLUM.  Vitriol  is  a  fa- 
line  cryflalline  concrete,  compofed 
of  metal,  and  an  acid  funilar  to 
thofe  of  fulphur  and  alum.  There 
are  but  three  metallic  bodies,  which 
Q_     .  this 
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this  acid  is  capable  of  perfectly  dif- 
folving,  or  being  united  with  into 
a  cryftalline  appearance,  zinc,  cop- 
per, and  iron  :  with  the  firft  it 
Forms  a  white,  with  the  fecond  a 
blue,  and  with  the  third  a  green 
fait. 

VITRIOLUM  ALBUM  [!.£.] 
White  vitriol,  or  vitriol  of  zinc ; 
found  in  the  mines  of  Goflar,  fome- 
times  in  tranfparent  pieces,  but 
more  commonly  in  form  of  white 
efflorefcences,  which  are  diflblved 
in  water,  and  afterwards  reduced 
by  evaporation  and  cryftallization 
into  large  mafTes.  We  rarely  meet 
with  this  fort  of  vitriol  pure  :  after 
the  zinc,  which  is  its  proper  bafis, 
has  been  revived  by  inflammable 
fluxes,  there  remains  a  fubftance 
which  is  attracted  by  the  magnet, 
and  difcovers  itfelf,  on  other  trials 
alfo,  to  be  iron  :  a  folution  of  the 
vitriol  depofites  on  Handing  an 
ochery  fediment,  which  generally 
gives  a  blue  tinfture  to  volatile  al- 
caldes, and  hence  appears  to  con- 
tain copper.  White  vitriol  is  fome- 
times  exhibited  from  five  or  fix 
grains  to  a  dram,  as  an  emetic  :  it 
operates  very  quickly,  and  if  pure, 
without  violence.  Externally,  it 
is  employed  as  an  opththalmic,  and 
often  made  the  bafis  of  collyria, 
both  in  extemporaneous  prefcrip- 
tion,   and  in  difpenfatories. 

VITRIOLUM  CCERULEUM 
[L.  E.}  Blue  vitriol,  or  vitriol  of 
copper,  falfely  called  Roman  vi- 
triol. Created  part  of  the  bine 
vitriol  at  prefent  met  with  in  the 
ihops,  is  faid  to  be  artificially 
prepared,  by  uniting  copper  with 
the  vitriolic  acid.  This  fait  has  a 
highly  acrid,  auftere,  and  very 
naufeous  tafte  :  it  is  a  ftrong  emetic, 
too  violent  to  be  exhibited  with  any 
tolerable  degree  of  fafety.  Its  prin- 
cipal ufe  is  externally  as  an  efchar- 
otic  ;  and  for  Hopping  hxmorrha- 
ries,   which  k  efrecls  by  coagulat- 


ing the  blood,  and  contracting  the 
mouths  of  the  veflels. 

VITRIOLUM  VIRIDE  [L.£.] 
Geeen  vitriol,  or  vitriol  of  iron, 
commonly  called  copperas  ;  the 
Roman  vitriol  of  the  Italian  and 
other  foreign  writers.  This  is  pre- 
pared in  large  quantity  at  Deptford, 
by  diflblving  iron  in  the  acid  liquor, 
which  runs  from  certain  fulphureous 
pyritse  expofed  for  a  length  of 
time  to  the  air.  When  pure,  it  is 
fimilar  in  quality  to  the  officinal 
fal  martis. 

The  green  and  blue  vitriols  (as 
well  as  the  white)  are  in  many 
places  found  native  in  the  earth  ; 
though  -ufually,  in  this  ftate,  nei- 
ther fort  is  free  from  an  admixture 
of  the  other:  hence  vitriols  are  met 
with  of  all  the  intermediate  co- 
lours betwixt  the  grafs  green  of 
the  one  and  the  faphire  blue  of  the 
other.  The  acid  of  thefe  falts  haa 
the  greater!  affinity  with  zinc,  next 
to  this  with  iron,  and  with  copper 
the  leaf!  of  all.  Hence,  folutions 
of  white  vitriol,  depofite  on  ftand- 
ing,  greateft  part  of  the  irony  and 
cupreous  matter  which  they  con- 
tain, and  if  fome  freih  zinc  be  add- 
ed, the  whole  :  in  like  manner, 
upon  adding  bright  polifhed  iron, 
to  folutions  of  green  vitriol,  if  it 
holds  any  cupreous  matter,  this 
will  be  thrown  down.  By  this 
means,  the  white  and  green  vitriols 
may  be  perfectly  purified  from  o- 
ther  metallic  bodies. 

ULMARIA  ;  [£.]  ttlmarla  bar- 
ba  capri  Jloribus  compaftis  C.  B. 
Meadow-fweet,  or  queen  of  the 
meadows  ;  the  leaves.  This  herb 
is  frequent  in  moift  meadows,  and 
about  the  fides  of  rivers  :  it  flowers 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  con- 
tinues in  beauty  a  confiderable  time. 
The  flowers  have  a  very  pleafant 
flavour,  which  water  extracts  from 
them  by  infufion,  and  elevates  in 

diftil- 
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diftillation. 
herbaceous. 


Materia 

The  leaves  are  merely 


URTICA  MAJOR  VULGA- 
RIS ;  [E.]  urtica  racemfera  major 
ferennis  Rait.  Stinging  nettle  ;  the 
leaves  and  feeds. 

URTICA  ROMANA;  [E.] 
urtica  urens,  pilu/as  ferens  femine 
lini  C.  B  Roman  nettle ;  the  leaves 
and  feeds.  Thefe  have  had  fundry 
virtues  attributed  to  them,  which 
the  prefent  practice  pays  no  regard 
to.  The  young  leaves  of  the  firft 
fort  are  by  fome  ufed  in  the  fpring 
as  a  wholefome  pot-herb. 

VVM  PASS^E  [£.]  -majores  ; 
[2?.]  Raifins  of  the  fun  ;  the  dried 
grapes  of  the  "Sitis  Damafcena. 

UWE  PASS^E  minores;  [£.] 
Currants ;  the  dried  grapes  of  the 
iritis  Corinthiaca.  The  principal 
ufe  of  thefe  is  an  agreeable  fweet ; 
they  impart  a  very  pleafant  flavour 
both  to  aqueous  and  fpirituous  men- 
ftrua.  The  feeds  or  flones  are  fup- 
pofed  to  give  a  difagreeable  relifh, 
and  hence  are  generally  directed  to 
be  taken  out  ;  neverthelefs  we  have 
not  found  that  they  give  any  tafte 
at  all. 

WINTERANUS  CORTEX  [E.] 
Winter's  bark  ;  the  produce  of  a 
tree  growing  in  Jamaica,  Barba- 
does,  &c.  called  by  fir  Hans  Sloane 
periclymsnum  re£lum,  foliis  laurinis, 
cortice  acri  aromatico.  It  was  firft 
difcovered  on  the  coaft  of  Magel- 
lan, by  captain  Winter,  in  the  year 
1  567  :  the  failors  then  employed 
the  bark  as  a  fpice,  and  afterwards 
found  it  ferviceable  in  the  fcurvy ; 
for  which  purpofe  it  is,  at  prefent 
alfo,  fometimes  made  ufe  of  in  diet 
drinks.  The  true  Winter's  bark 
is  not  often  met  with  in  the  ihops, 
canella  alba  being  generally  fubfti- 
tuted  to  it,  and  by  many  reckoned 
40  be  the  fame;  there  is  neverthe- 
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lefs  a  conflderable  difference  be- 
twixt them  in  appearance,  and  a 
greater  in  quality  :  the  Winter's 
bark  is  in  larger  pieces,  of  a  more 
cinnamon-colour,  than  the  canella  ; 
and  taftes  much  warmer  and  more 
pungent. 

ZEDOARIA  [L.E.]  Zedoary; 
the  root  of  an  Indian  plant  brought 
over  in  oblong  pieces  about  the 
thicknefs  of  the  ringer,  or  inround- 
ifh  ones  about  an  inch  in  diameter. 
Both  forts  have  an  agreeable  fra- 
grant fmell,  and  a  warm,  bitterifh,, 
aromatic  tafte. 

Rectified  fpirit  extracts  the  whole 
of  its  warmth  and  aromatic  fla- 
vour ;  leaving  the  bitter  almoft  en- 
tire and  capable  of  being  after- 
wards extracted  by  water :  in  like 
manner,  water  applied  at  firfi  takes 
up  chiefly  the  bitter,  leaving  the 
aromatic  to  be  diflblved  by  fpirit : 
proof  fpirit  extracts  both  together. 
In  diftillation  with  water,  an  eflen- 
tial  oil  arifes,  pofleffing  the  fmell 
and  flavour  of  the  zedoary  in  an 
eminent  degree  ;  the  remaining  de- 
coction is  aim  oft  fimply  bitter.  Spi- 
rit likewife  brings  over  fome  fmall 
fnare  of  its  flavour  ;  neverthelefs, 
the  fpirituous  extract  is  considerably 
more  grateful  than  the  zedoary  it- 
felf. 

ZIBETHUM  [£.]  Civet;  a 
foft  uh&uous  fubftance  ;  of  a  white, 
brown,  or  blackifh  eolour,  brought 
from  the  Brazils,  the  coaft  of  Gui- 
nea, and  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  it  is  met 
with  in  certain  bags,  fituated  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly  of  an  ani- 
mal faid  to  be  of  the  cat-kind.  The 
chief  ufe  of  this  drug  is  in  per- 
fumes ;  it  is  rarely,  if  ever,  em- 
ployed for  any  medicinal  purpofes. 

ZINCUM,     Zinc  ;   a  femime- 
tal,   differing  from  ail  the  other  bo- 
dies of  that  clafs,   in  being  inflanv 
0^2  nubia 
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meble  per  fe,  fublimable  into  flow- 
ers which  afterwards  remain  fixed 
in  the  ftrongeft  fire,  foluble  in  every 
acid,  not  mifcible  in  fufion  with 
fulphur,  changing  copper  into  a 
yellow  metal,  brafs.  Several  pro- 
ductions of  this  femimetal,  though 
not  generally  known  to  be  fuch, 
are  kept  in  the  fhops ;  as,  its  rich 
ore  calamine,  the  white  vitriol,  the 
pure  white  flowers  of  zinc  called 
pompholyx,  and  the  more  impure 
fublimate  tutty.  The  preparations 
of  zinc  are  employed  principally 
in  external  applications  as  ophthal- 
jnics.  The  flowers,  levigated  into 
an  impalpable  powder,  form  with 
oily  fubftances  an  ufeful  unguent, 
and  with  rofe  water  and  the  like, 
elegant  collyria,  for  defluxions  of 
thin  fharp  humours  upon  the  eyes ; 
they  are  moderately  aftringent  j  and 


aft,  if  the  levigation  has  been  duly 
performed,  without  acrimony  or  ir- 
ritation. Taken  internally,  they 
prove  emetic. 

ZINGIBER  ;  [L.  £.]  Ginger ; 
a  root,  brought  from  China  and 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  ;  of  a 
fragrant  fmell,  and  a  hot,  biting 
aromatic  tafte.  Rectified  fpirit  ex- 
tracts its  virtues  by  infufion,  in 
much  greater  perfection  than  aque- 
ous liquors ;  the  latter  elevate  its 
whole  flavour  in  diftillation,  the 
former  little  or  nothing.  Ginger 
is  a  very  ufeful  fpice,  in  cold  flatu- 
lent colics,  and  in  laxity  and  de- 
bility of  the  inteltines  :  it  does  not 
heat  fo  much  as  thofe  of  the  pep- 
per kind,  but  its  effects  are  more 
durable. 
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APPENDIX. 

General  titles  including  fever al  fimples  [E.] 


The  live  opening  roots : 


Small  age,     • 
lAfparagus, 
Fennel, 
•  Parfley, 
Butchers  broom. 


The  five  emollient  herbs ; 


'  Marfhmallows, 
I  Mallows, 

Mercury, 
1  Pellitory  of  the  wall, 

Violets. 


The  four  cordial  flowers : 


Q  Borage, 

J  Buglofs, 
"SRofes, 
C  Violets. 


r  Anife, 

The  four  greater  hot  feeds :         <  n„ •„ 

(_  Fennel, 


The  four  letter  hot  Feeds 


C  Eifhopfweed . 
;  Stone  parfley, 
>  Small  age, 

rWild  carrot. 


The  four  greater  cold  keds 


C  Water  melons, 
J  Cucumbers, 
y  Gourds, 
C  Melons. 


The  four  leflercold  feeds: 


C  Succory, 
)  Endive, 
S  Lettuce, 
/  Purflane, 


<U 


General 


(  *3°  ) 

General  rules  for  the  colkBion  of  fimpks. 


AROMATIC  plants  fhould  be 
colle&ed  from  warm,  dry, 
fandy  foils  ;  Fetid  from 
moift  and  rich  ones. 

VEGETABLES,  particularly 
herbs  and  flowers,  are  to  be 
collefted  in  a  clear,  dry  day, 
as  foon  as  the  morning  dew  is 
gone  off  from  them. 

ROOTS  are  in  greater!  perfec- 
tion in  the  fpring.  Biennial 
roots  are  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
fpring  after  the  feeds  were 
fown  ;  annual  ones,  before 
they  have  fent  out  any  ftelk. 

HERBS  are  to  be  gathered 
when  the  leaves  have  come  to 
their  full  growth  ;  before  the 


flowers  unfold,  or  at  Jeafl  be- 
fore they  begin  to  fall  off. 

5.  FLOWERS  are  to  be  plucked 

when  moderately  expanded. 

6.  SEEDS    fliould    be     coliefted 

when  t  growing  dry,  before 
they  begin  to  fall  ojF  fppnta- 
neoufly. 

7.  FRUITS  are  to   be  gathered 

when  fully  ripe. 

8.  WOODS  are  to  be  felled  in  the, 

winter. 

9.  BARKS  alfo  are  mod  conveni- 

ently fliaved,  or  taken  off,  in 
the  winter,  as  at  this  time 
they  feparate  moil  freely  from 
the  wood. 


General  rules  for  the  prefervation  of  fimpks. 


ROOTS  are  to  be  wafhed  clean 
from  dirt,  freed  from  the  de- 
cayed, or  rotten  fibres,  and 
hung  up  in  a  dry,  fhady,  airy 
place,  till  moderately  dried. 

The  thicker  roots  require 
to  be  flit  longitudinally,  or 
cut  tranfverfely  into  thin  flices, 
and  freed  from  the  pith. 

Such  roots  as  lofe  their  vir- 
tue by  exflccation,  may  be 
preferred  in  dry  fand. 


LEAVES  are  to  be  dried  in  the 
fame  manner  as  roots :  if  ex- 
ficcated  in  the  fun,  they  lofe 
greatly  of  their  colour,  and 
quality.  The  leaves  of  plants, 
in  general,  are  reduced  by  ex- 
flccation to  about  one  fourth 
their  original  weight  j  the 
more  juicy  ones  to  lefs.  ' 
FLOWERS  preferve  their  co- 
'  lour  and  virtues  in  greater!: 
perfection  when  dried  haflily 
by  a  gentle  heat. 


PART 
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PART     II. 

Officinal  preparations  and  compositions. 

Chapter    I. 
PREPARATIONES  SIMPLICIORES, 


THE  MORE  SIMPLE  PREPARATIONS, 


TERREORUM,  aliorumque  qus 
aqua  non  diffolvuntur  corporum 
pfaeparatio  :  the  preparation  of 
EARTHY  and  Jucb  other  pulve- 
rable  bodies  as  will  not  dijfohe  in 
water. 

H  E  S  E  fubftances  are  nrft  to 
be  pulverifed  in  a  mortar, 
and  then  levigated  with  a  little 
water,  upon  an  hard  and  fmooth 
marble,  into  an  impalpable  pow- 
der :  this  is  to  be  dried  upon  a 
chalk  ftone,  and  afterwards  fet 
by  for  a  few  days,  in  a  warm, 
or  at  leaft,  very  dry  place.  L. 

After  this  manner  are  to  be  pre- 
pared, 
yErugo,  <verdegris.     L. 
Antimonium,  antimony.     L. 
Chelascancrorum ,  crabs  claws.  L  .E. 
Corallium,  coral.     L.  E. 
Creca,  chalk.     L, 


Lapis  bezoar,  bezoar  f one,  which  is 
■to  be  moiftened  in  the  levigation, 
with  fpirit  of  wine  injiead  of  wa- 
ter.    L. 

Lapis  calaminaris,  calamine,  pre* 
"Aoufly  calcined  for  the  ufe  of  thofe 
who  make  brafs.  L.  Where  this 
is  not  to  be  had,  the  mineral 
may  be  calcined  by  heating  it 
three  times  red  hot,  and  quenching 
it  as  often  in  water.     E. 

Lapis  haematites,  blood-jione.    L.  E. 

Lapis  lazuli.     E. 

Margaritas,  pearls.     L.  E. 

Oculi  cancrorum,  crabs  eyes,  fa 
called.     L.  E. 

Oftreorum  teftae,  oyfer-Jhells,  wajhed 
clean  from  dirt.  L.  Thefe  may 
alfo  be  prepared  by  expofing  them 
for  fome  days  to  the  fun,  and  then 
rubbing  them  in  a  marble  mortar 
till  they  come  into  a  kind  of  pajie  ; 
this  is  to  be  again  dried  in  the  fun, 
md  afterwards  rubbed  into  an 
Q_4  impal- 
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impalpable  powder  :  _  the  hol!o<w 
Jhelh  are  preferred,  [E.]  thefe 
containing  more  of  the  fine  white 
earth,  in  proportion  to  the  out- 
ward rough  coat,  than  the  thin- 
ner flat  ones. 

Ovorum  tefhe,  eggjheils,  freed  by 
boiling,  from  the  jicin  that  adheres 
to  them.     L. 
Succinum,  amber.     L.  E. 
Tutia,  tatty.     L.  E. 

In  preparing  antimony,  calamine 
andtutty,  particular  care  ought  to 
be  taken  to  reduce  them  into  the 
moft  fubtile  powder  poffible.  L. 
The  finer  parts  of  thefe  powders 
are  to  be  feparated  for  ufe  from  the 
groffer,  by  warning  over  the  for- 
mer with  water,  as  directed  in  the 
following  procefs.  Litharge  alfo 
may  be  treated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner.   E . 

Bolus  Armena  praeparata. 
Bole  Artnenie  Prepared. 
E. 
Mix  powdered  bole  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  water,  by  ftirring 
them  well  together :  pour  off  the 
water  while  loaded  with  the  finer 
parts  of  the  bole,  into  another 
veffel ;  put  freih  on  the  remain- 
der, repeat  the  agitation,  and 
decant  as  before,  till  nothing  is 
left  except  fand  and  fmall  ftones. 
Mix  all  the  turbid  liquors  toge-~ 
ther,  and  let  them  reft  till  the 
powder  has  iubfidcd  ;  then  pour 
off  the  water,  and  dry  the  bole 
for  ufe. 

Where  large  quantities  of  the 
foregoing  powders  are  to  be  pre- 
pare J,  it  is  cuflomary  to  levigate 
them  in  mills  made  for  this  pur] 
Particular  care  ought  to  be  had, 
that  thefe  inftrumertts  arc  of  fuffi- 
cient hardn.efs,  othervvife  they  will 
be  abraded  by  the  powders.  '1  he 
haematites,  a  hard  iron  0 
com  sriienily  levigati 


iron  planes ;  for  if  the  common  le- 
vigating ftones  are  made  ufe  of,  the 
preparation  when  finifhed,  will  con- 
tain almoft  as  much  of  the  inftru- 
ment  as  of  the  haematites. 

It  has  been  cuftomary  to  moiflen 
feveral  powders  in  levigation,  with 
rofe,  balm,  and  other  diftilled  wa- 
ters :  thefe  neverthelefs  have  no  ad- 
vantage above  common  water,  fince 
in  the  fubfequent  exficcation  they 
mult  neceffarily  exhale,  leaving  the 
medicine  poffei'ied  of  no  other  vir- 
tue than  might  be  equally  expected 
from  it  when  carefully  prepared 
with  the  cheaper  element. 

Some  few  fubftances  indeed  are 
more  advantageoufly  levigated  with 
fpirit  of  wine.  Thus  bezoar  has 
the  green  colour  ufually  expected 
in  this  coftly  preparation,  consider- 
ably improved  thereby.  The  lighter 
animal  fubftances  are  apt,  when 
moifteried  with  water,  to  run  into  a 
putrid  ft3te,  which  may  be  pre- 
vented by  a  prudent  ufe  of  fpirit ; 
though  this  accident  never  happens 
unlefs  large  quantities  are  prepared 
at  once,  and  the  weather  is  very 
hot. 

The  caution  given  above  for  re- 
ducing antimony,  calamine  and  tut- 
ty,  to  the  greateft  fubtility  poffible, 
demands  particular  attention.  The 
tendernefs  of  the  parts  to  which  the 
two  laft  are  ufually  applied,  re- 
quires them  to  be  perfectly  free 
from  any  admixture  of  grofs  irri- 
tating particles.  The  flirt,  when 
not  throughly  comminuted,  might 
not  only  by  its  {harp  needle-like 
ftria:  wound  the  llomach,  but  like- 
wife  anfwers  little  valuable  pur- 
pofe  as  a  medicine,  proving  either 
an  ufeleis  load  upon  the  vifcera,  or 
at  beft  palling  ofF without  any  other 
fenfil  than  an  inctcafe  of 

the  groffer  evacuations  :    whilft    if 
degree  of  line- 
..  it  turn?  out    a    medicine    of 

The 


Chap.  i. 

The  moft  fuccefsful  method  of 
obtaining  thefe  powders  of  the  re- 
quifite  tenuity,  is,  to  wafh  off  the 
finer  parts  by  means  of  water  (as 
above  directed  for  bole;  &c,J  and 
continue  levigating  the  remainder 
till  the  whole  becomes  fine  enough 
to  remain,  for  fome  time,  fufpended 
in  the  fluid  :  the  degree  of  finenefs 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  length 
of  time  that  it  continues  fufpended. 

This  procefs  may  likewife  be  ad- 
vantageoufly  applied  to  haematites 
and  other  hard  pulverable  bodies 
of  the  mineral  kingdom  or  artifi- 
cial preparations  of  them ;  pro- 
\rided  they  are  not  foluble  in,  or 
fpecifically  lighter  than  water;  of 
the  firfl  kind  is  verdegris,  of  the 
fecond  amber.  The  animal  and 
abforbent  powders,  crabs  claws, 
crabs  eyes,  oyfterfhells,  eggfhells, 
chalk,  pearl,  coral  and  bezoar,  are 
not  well  adapted  to  this  treatment ; 
nor  indeed  do  they  require  it. 
Thefe  fubitances  are  readily  foluble 
in  acid  juices  without  much  com- 
minution :  if  no  acid  is  contained 
in  the  firfl.  paffages,  they  are  apt 
to  concrete,  with  the  mucous  mat- 
ter ufually  lodged  there,  into  hard 
indiffoiuble  maffes ;  the  greater  de- 
gree of  finenefs  they  are  reduced 
to,  the  more  are  they  difpofed  to 
form  fach  concretions,  and  ena- 
bled to  enter  and  obftrucl:  the  ori- 
fices of  the  fmall  veffels.  See 
page  54. 

AXUNGLE  PORCINE,    3EVI- 
que  O VILLI  curatio. 
Tie  -purification  or  tryinp  of  HOGS 
Lard  and  MUTTON  SUET. 
Lond. 
Chop  them  into  fmall  pieces,  and 
melt  them  by  a  gentle  heat,  with 
the  addition    of  a   little  water ; 
then  ftrain  them  from  the  mem- 
branes. 

The  u(s  of  the  water  is  to  pre- 
vent the  fat  from  burning  and  tarn- 
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ing  black ;  which  it  does  very  ef- 
fectually, though  it  fomewhat  pro- 
longs the  procefs,  and  is  likewife 
apt  to  be  in  part  imbibed  by  the 
fat.  The  Edinburgh  difpenfatory 
directs  the  fat  to  be  firfl  freed  from 
the  fkins,  blood  veffels  and  fibres, 
then  wafhed  in  frefli  parcels  of  wa- 
ter till  it  no  longer  gives  the  liquor 
any  bloody  tinge,  afterwards  melt- 
ed, ftrained,  and  kept  clofe  from 
the  injuries  of  the  air.  The  fhops 
are  ufually  fupplied  with  fats  ready 
prepared. 

AXUNGLE  VIPERIN./E  cu- 
ratio. 
The  purification  of  VIPERS  FAT. 
Land. 
Let  the  fat,  feparated  from  the  in- 
■-   teftines,   be  melted  by  a  gentle 

fire,  and  then  preffed  through  a 

thin  linen  cloth. 

The  quantity  of  this  fat  ufually 
purified  at  a  time  is  fo  fmall,  that 
the  heat  may  be  eafily  regulated  fo 
as  to  prevent  burning,  without  the 
addition  of  water.  It  is  not  necef- 
fary  to  be  very  curious  in  picking 
out  the  fat ;  it  is  fufficient  if  the 
heart,  liver,  and  other  bloo'dy  parts 
are  taken  away ;  the  reft  of  the 
membranes  crifp  up  while  the  fat 
melts,  fo  as  to  be  eafily  feparated 
by  ftraining. 

MELLIS  DE'SPUMATIO. 

The     defpumation     or     clarifying     of 
HONEY. 
Lond. 
Let  the  honey  be  liquefied  in  a  wa- 
ter-bath, and  the  fcum  which  a- 
rifes  taken  off. 

The  intention  of  this  procefs  is, 
to  purify  the  honey  from  wax  or 
other  droffy  matters  that  have  been 
united  with  it  by  the  violence  of 
the  prefs  in  its  feparation  from  the 
comb;  and  .  from  meal  and  fuch, 
like  fubftances,  which  are  fqmetimes 
fraudulently  mineled  with  it. 

■  SCIL- 
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SCILL.E  COCTIO. 
The  baking  of  SQUILLS. 
Lond. 
Let  the  fquill  (freed  from  the  outer 
fkin,  and  the  hard  part  to  which 
the  little  fibres  adhere)  be  inclofed 
in  a  pafte  made  of  wheat  flour 
and  water,  and  baked  in  an  oven, 
till  the   pafte  becomes  dry,  and 
the  fquill  foft  and  tender  through- 
out. 

By  this  procefs  the  acrimony  of 
the  fquill  is  fuppofed  to  be  abated. 
The  preparation  is  as  old  as  the 
theriaca,  and  is  continued  in  our 
difpenfatories  for  no  other  ufe  than 
making  the  troches  of  fquills,  which 
are  one  of  its  principal  ingredients. 
The  Edinburgh  difpenfatory  pre- 
fers to  them  the  fquill  itfelf  mode- 
rately dried. 

SCILL.E  EXSICCATIO. 

The  drying  of  S$U1LS. 

Lond. 

Let  the   fquill,     cleared   from   its 

outer   fkin,    be   cut  tranfverfely 

into  thin  flices,  and  dried  with  a 

very  gentle  heat. 

By  this  method,  the  fquill  dries 
much  fooner  than  when  only  its 
feveral  coats  are  feparated,  as  has 
been  ufually  directed.  It  lofes  in 
this  procefs,  four  fifths  of  its  origi- 
nal weight ;  the  parts  which  exhale 
appear  to  be  merely  aqueous :  hence 
fix  grains  of  the  dry  root  are  equi- 
valent to  half  a  dram  of  it  when 
frefh,  a  circumftance  to  be  particu- 
larly regarded  in  the  exhibition  of 
this  medicine.  In  the  preceding 
editions  of  our  difpenfatory,  a  par- 
ticular caution  was  given  not  to  ufe 
an  iron  knife  for  cutting  fquills,  but 
one  of  wood,  ivory  or  other  bone  : 
the  foundation  of  this  caution  is, 
that  a  wound  received  by  an  inltru- 
ment  impregnated  by  the  acrimo- 
nious juice  of  the  fquill,  proves 
extremely  painful. 


RHABARBARI  et  NUCIS  MOS- 

CHAT^E  torrefaftio. 
The    toafting    of    RHUBARB     and 

NUTMEG. 
Lond. 
Toaft  them  with  a  gentle  heat,  un- 
til they  become  eafily  friable. 
~~  Nutmegs  in  their  natural  ftate, 
are  fo  foft  and  unctuous,  as  fcarce 
to  be  at  all  reducible  into  powder, 
a  form  in  which  they  are  cccafion- 
ally  wanted ;  and  rhubarb  is  very 
difficultly  fo,  unlefs  it  be  throughly 
dry.  The  torrefaclion  renders  them 
eafily  pulverable,  and  as  foon  as 
this  point  is  obtained,  fhould  be 
immediately  difepntinued,  other- 
wife  the  drugs  will  be  considerably 
injured.  This  treatment  is  fup- 
pofed by  fome  to  increafe  the  af- 
tringency  of  the  fubjedls,  perhaps 
on  no  very  good  foundation  :  it 
undoubtedly  renders  the  rhubarb 
lefs  purgative,  and  the  nutmegs  lefs 
aromatic. 

SPONGUE  USTIQ. 

T.  t  burning  of  SPONGE.. 
Lond. 
Burn  the  fponge  in  a  clofe  earthen 
veffel,    untii  it  becomes   black, 
and  eafily  friable ;  then  powder 
it  in  a  glafs  qr  marble  mortar. 
This  medicine,  now  firft  received 
in  the  difpenfatory,  has  been  in  ufe 
for  a  considerable  time;  and  exhi- 
bited   with   good    fuccefs    againfl 
fcrophulous  diforders  and  cutaneous 
foulnefTes,  in  the  dofe  of  a  fcruple. 
Its  virtues  depend  upon  a  volatile 
fait,    juft   formed,     and   combined 
with    its   own  oil   and  an    earthy 
matter:  the  fait  is  fo  far  extricated, 
that  if  the  preparation  be  ground 
in  a   brafs  mortar,  it  corrodes  the 
metal,    fo   as   to   contract  a   difa- 
greeable  taint,    and  fometimes  an 
emetic  quality. 

A  good  deal  of  addrefs  is  requi- 
site for  managing  this  procefs  in 

per- 
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perfection.  The  fponge  fhould  be 
cut  fmall,  and  beat  for  fome  time 
in  a  mortar,  that  all  the  irony 
matters  may  be  got  out,  which 
compared  with  the  weight  of  the 
fponge  when  prepared,  will  fome- 
times  amount  to  a  confiderable 
quantity.  The  uftion  mould  be 
difcontinued  as  foon  as  ever  the 
matter  is  become  throughly  black. 
If  the  quantity  put  into  the  veffel 
at  once  is  large,  the  outfide  will  be 
fufficiently  burnt  before  the  infide 
is  affected ;  and  the  volatile  fait 
of  the  former  will  in  part  efcape, 
before  that  in  the  latter  is  begun 
to  be  formed.  The  belt  method  of 
avoiding  this  inconvenience  feems 
to  be,  to  keep  the  fponge  continu- 
ally itirring,  in  fuch  a  machine  as 
is  ufed'  for  the  roaibng  of  coffee. 

CORNU  CERYI  CALCINA- 
TIO. 

The  calcination   of  HARTSHORN. 

Lond. 
Burn  pieces  of  hartfhorn  in- a  pot- 
ter's furnace,  till  they  become 
perfectly  white  ;  then  powder 
and  levigate  them  after  the  fame 
manner  as  the  other  earthy  bo- 
dies. 

The  intention  here  is,  totally  to 
burn  out  and  expel  the  oil,  fait, 
and  other  volatile  parts ;  fo  as  to 
leave  only  a  white  infipid  animal 
earth.  For  this  purpofe,  a  ftrong 
fire,  and  the  free  admiffion  of  air 
are  neceffary.  The  potter's  furnace 
is  directed  merely  for  the  fake  of 
convenience  :  where  this  is  not  to 
be  had,  any  common  furnace  or 
ftove  may  be  made  to  ferve  :  on 
the  bottom  of  the  grate  fpread 
fome  Hghted  charcoal,  above  which 
lay  a  row  of  the  horns,  then  a  row 
of  charcoal,  not  lighted,  and  thus 
alternately  until  the -furnace  is  full. 
The  whole  burns  vehemently  :  the 
vegetable  matter  is  reduced  to  afh- 
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es ;  and  the  horns  burnt  to  white- 
nefs,  ftill  retaining  their  original 
form,  by  which  they  are  eafily  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  the  other :  they 
ought  to  be  feparated  as  foon  as 
grown  cold,  to  prevent  their  im- 
bibing any  fixt  fait  from  the  vege- 
table afhes  moiftened  by  the  air. 
The  horns  left  after  the  diftillation 
of  the  volatile  fait  and  oil  of  harts- 
horn are  as  proper  for  this  ufe  as 
any  other ;  that  procefs  only  col- 
lecling  fuch  parts  as  are  here  diffi- 
pated  in  the  air.  Calcined  harts- 
horn is  one  of  the  pureft  of  the 
abforbent  powders ;  as  being  per- 
fectly free  from  any  glutinous  or 
oily  matter,  which  moft  of  the 
others  abound  with. 

PULPARUM  EXTRACTIO. 
The  extraftion  of  PULPS. 
Lond. 
Unripe  pulpy  fruits,  and  ripe  ones 
if  they  are  dry,  are  to  be  boiled 
in  a  fmall  quantity  of  water  un- 
til they  become  foft :  then  prefs 
out  the  pulp   through  a  ftrong 
hair  fieve,    and  afterwards  boil 
it  down  to  a  due  confiftence,  in 
an  earthen  veffel,    over  a  gentle 
fire ;    taking  care  to   keep  the 
matter   continually  ftirring,      to 
prevent  its  burning. 
The  pulp  of  cafia  fiftularis  is  in 
like  manner    to    be  boiled    out 
from  the  bruifed  pod,    and  re- 
duced  afterwards    to    a   proper 
confiftence,    by  evaporating  the 
water. 

The  pulps  of  fruits  that  are  both 
ripe  and  frefh,  are  to  be  preffed 
out  through  the  fieve,  without 
any  previous  boiling. 

STYRACIS  COLATIO. 

The  framing  of  STORJX. 

Lond. 

Boil  ftorax  calamita  in  water  until 

it  becomes  foft;    then  prefs  it 

out 


236         The  JLngUJh  Difpenfatory  improved.    Part  II. 


out  betwixt  warm  iron  plates ; 
and  feparatethe  ftorax,  now  pu- 
rified, from  the  water. 
The  .ftorax  commonly  met  with 
ftands  greatly  in  need  of  purifica- 
tion. It  contains  a  large  quantity 
ef  woody  -matter  j  which  this  pro- 
cefs  effectually  frees  it  from,  tho' 
in  other  refpe&s  liable  to  fome  in- 
conveniencies.  The  woody  iub- 
ftance  in  fome  meafure  defends  the 
ftorax  from  the  adiion  of  the  prefs, 
and  retains  part  of  it  behind  :  at 
the  fame  time  that  a  part  of  the 
eftential  oil  of  the  drug,  in  which 
its  peculiar  fragrance  refides,  is 
diffipated  by  the  heat.  To  prevent 
as  much  as  poffible  this  lair,  incon- 
venience, the  operator  ought  care- 
fully to  avoid  ufing  a  greater  heat 
than  is  absolutely  neceflary  ;  and 
as  foon  as  the  ftorax  is  fumciently 
foftened,  to  be  expeditious  in  the 
Itraining  of  it.  It  is  worth  trying, 
whether  this  refin  does  not  commu- 
nicate fomewhat  to  the  water  it  is 
boiled  in  :  benzoine,  with  which 
it  agrees  in  its  other  pharmaceuti- 
cal characters,  imparts  to  water  a 
faline  matter  fimilar  to  the  fublimed 
flowers. 

Storax  may  be  excellently  puri- 
fied by  means  of  fpirit  of  wine, 
which  this  refm  totally  difiblves  in, 
fo  as  to  pafs  through  a  fihre,  the 
impurities  alone  being  left.  If  the 
ftorax  is  afterwards  wanted  in  a 
folid  form,  it  may  be  recovered 
from  this  folution  by  gently  diftil- 
lingoffthe  fpirit,  which  will  ele- 
vate very  little  of  its  flavour,  or 
pouring  to  it  a  quantity  of  water. 

OPIUM  COLATUM,    vel    EX- 

TR ACTUM  THEBAICUM. 
$  TRAINED  OPIUM,  or  the  THE- 
BAIC EXTRACT. 
Land. 
Take  of  opium,  cut  into  dices,  one 
pom&d  :  diffolve  it  into  the  oon- 
Jiftence  of  a  pulp,  ia  a  pint  of 
4 


boiling  water,  with  care  to  pre- 
vent its  burning :  and  whilft  it 
remains  quite  hot,  ftrongly  prefs 
it  from  the  feces  through  a  li- 
nen cloth  :  the  ftrained  opium  is 
then  to  be  reduced,  by  a  water- 
bath  or  other  gentle  heat,  to  its 
original  confiftence. 
Opium  thus  foftened  by  a  fmall 
quantity  of  water,  paries  the 
ftrainer  entire,  the  feces  only  be- 
ing left  behind.  If  it  was  dif- 
folved  in  a  large  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, its  refinous  and  gummy  parts 
would  be  feparated  from  one  an- 
other. 

The  impurities  ufually  contained 
in  opium  are  very  different  from 
thofe  of  the  foregoing  article ;  con- 
fiding chiefly  of  dull  and  farina- 
ceous matters,  which  are  fo  fine  as 
partly  to  pafs  along  with  it  through 
the  pores  of  the  ftrainer  when  di- 
lated by  the  prefs :  this  manifeftly 
appears  upon  boiling  the  ftrained 
opium  in  water,  and  afterwards  in 
fpirit ;  when  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  earthy  matter  will  be  left, 
which  is  not  foluble  in  either  of 
thefe  menftrua. 

THE  OTHER  GUMS,  as  ammo- 
niacum,  galbanum,  afafcetida  and 
the  like,  are  purified  after  the 
fame  manner,  only  here  a  larger 
quantity  of  water  may  be  made 
ufe  of  without  injury.  If  the 
refinous  part  happens  to  fubfide, 
take  it  out,  and  referve  it  to  be 
added  again  towards  the  end  of 
the  infpiTiation,  that  it  may  u- 
nite  with  the  reft  into  one  uni- 
form mafs. 

Any  gum  that  melts  eafily,  as 
galbanum,  may  likewise  be  puri- 
fied by  including  it  in  a  bladder, 
and  keeping  it  in  boiling  water, 
until  the  gum  becomes  foft  e- 
ro'.igh  to  be  preffed  fiom  its  im- 
purities through  a  canvas  ftrain- 
er. 

In 
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In  all  thefe  proceffes,  care  mutt 
be  had,  that  the  heat  be  neither 
too  great  nor  too  long  continued, 
otherwife  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  effential  oils  of  the  gums  will 
be  loll.  In  the  {training  of  opium, 
this  caution  is  perhaps  the  leait  ne- 
ceffary,  the  virtues  of  this  drug  re- 
nding more  in  its  fixed,  than  in  the 
volatile  parts :  it  is  neverthelefs  ex- 
pedient, that  the  fmell  of  the  opium, 
which  affords  an  ufeful  mark  of  its 
genuinenefs,  be  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  preferved  ;  this,  if  the  quan- 
tity of  water  was  large,  would 
be  deftroyed  by  the  long  evapora- 
tion which  would  then  become  ne- 
ceffary. 

In  the  Edinburgh  difpenfatory,  o- 
pium  and  aloes  are  ordered  to  be 
diffolved  in  a  fulhcient  quantity 
of  water,  the  folution  {trained, 
and  evaporated  to  the  confidence 
of  honey.  Ammoniacum,  gal- 
banum,  opopanax,  and  fagape- 
num,  are  diffolved  either  in  wa- 
ter or  vinegar. 

MILLEPEDARUM  PR^PARA- 
RATIO. 

The  preparation  of  MILLEPEDES, 
Lend. 
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The  millepedes  are  to  be  inclofed 
in  a  thin  canvas  cloth,  and  fuf- 
pended  over  hot  ipirit  of  wine, 
in  a  clofe  veffd,  till  they  are 
killed  by  the  fleam,  and  render- 
ed friable. 

Edhib.  - 

Let  them  be  included  in  a  proper 

veffd,    and   dried    with   a  very 

gentle     heat.      After    the   fame 

manner  Bees  are  to  be  prepared. 

BUFO  PR/EPARATUS. 
Prepared  TOAD. 
Edinb. 
Put  live  toads  into  an  earthen  pot, 
and  dry  them  in  an  oven  mode- 
rately heated,  till  they  become 
pulverable. 

SANGUIS  HIRCI   praeparatus, 

GOATS  BLOOD  prepared. 

Edhib. 

About  the  beginning  of  fummer, 
take  blood  from  any  convenient 
artery  of  a  middle-aged  goat, 
and  expofe  it,  in  a  clean  vefTel,, 
to  the  fun,  or  a  moderately 
heated  oven,  till  fumciently  dri- 
ed. 


Chap- 
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CONSERVE. 

CONSERVES. 


L.E. 

CONSERVES  are  compofi- 
tions  of  recent  vegetable  mat- 
ters and  fugar.  The  fubjeft  is 
beat  in  a  marble  mortar,  with  a 
wooden  peftle,  firft  by  itfelf  and 
afterwards  with  thrice  its  weight 
of  double  refined  fugar,  until 
they  are  united  into  a  fmooth  u- 
niform  mafs.  Leaves  are  pre- 
vioufly  to  be  picked  from  their 
fialks,  and  flowers  from  their 
cups. 

This  management  was  introduced 
for  preferving  certain  fimples,  un- 
dried,  in  an  agreeable  form,  with 
as  little  alteration  as  pofiible  in  their 
native  virtues.  Neverthelefs,  aftrin- 
gent  and  mucilaginous  bodies  have 
their  virtues  greatly  injured  by  long 
keeping  with  fugar  :  fome  flowers 
are  of  io  tender  and  delicate  a  tex- 
ture, as  almoft  entirely  to  lofe  their 
peculiar  qualities,  by  the  treatment 
neceflary  to  reduce  them  into  this 
form  :  and  in  general,  of  the  feve- 
ral  fubftances  that  have  been  made 
into  conferves,  there  are  few  which 
can  be  thus  exhibited  to  advantage  ; 
the  quantity  of  fugar  being  fo  large 
that  the  compound  cannot  be  taken 
in  fufficient  doles  to  lay  any  confi- 
derable  ftrefs  upon,  without  nau- 
seating the  ftomach  by  their  bulk. 

Conferves  are  at  prefent  confi- 
dered  chiefly  as  auxiliaries  to  me- 
dicines of  greater  efficacy  ;  or  as 
intermediums  for  joining  them  to- 
gether. They  are  very  convenient 
for  reducing  into  boluies  or  pills, 
the  more  ponderous  powders,  as 
mercurius  dulcis,  the  calces  of  iron, 
and  other  mineral  preparations ; 
which  With  liquid  or  ids  confident 


matters,    as   fyrups,   will   not   co- 
here. 

The  fhops  were  formerly  incum- 
bered with  many  conferves  altoge* 
ther  infignificant  :  the  few  now  re- 
tained have  in  general  either  an  a- 
greeable  flavour  to  recommend 
them,  or  are  capable  of  anfwering 
fome  ufeful  purpofes  as  medicines. 
Their  common  dofe  is  the  bulk  of 
a  nutmeg,  or  as  much  as  'can  be 
taken  up  at  once  or  twice  upon  the 
point  of  a  knife.  There  is  in  gene- 
ral no  great  danger  of  exceeding 
in  this  particular. 

CONSERVA    foliorum    COCH- 
LEARS hortenfis. 
CONSERVE  OF  the  leaves  of  garden 
SCURVYGRASS. 
L.E. 
This  is  the  only  form  that  fcur- 
vygrafs  in  fubftance  can  be  kept  in 
without  the  total  ldfs  of  its  virtues. 
The  conferve  retains  the  tafte  and 
virtue  of  the  herb  for  a  consider- 
able time  :  it  is  taken  in  fcorbutic 
habits,  three  or  four  times  a  day 
or  oftener;  and  if  duly  continued, 
will  fometimes   do  fervice  without 
any  other  aftiftanee ;    though   there 
are   few  practitioners  who  depend 
upon  it  by  itfelf. 

CONSERVA  foliorum  LUJULiE, 
CONSERVE  OF  the  leaves  of 
WOODSORREl. 
L.E. 
This  is  a  very  elegant  and  grate* 
ful  conferve  :   in  tafte  it  is  lightly 
acidulous,  with   a   peculiar  flavour 
which    fome   refemble   to    that    of 
green  tea.    It  is  taken  occafionally, 
for  quenching   thirft,    and  cooling 
3  ths 
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the  mouth  and  fauces  in  hotdiftem-     the  folids,  this  medicine  may  be  of 

pers.     It  may  be  ufefully  joined  to 

the   foregoing  preparation,    whofe 

virtue  it  fomewhat  promotes,  at  the 

fame    time    that  it  improves    the 

tafte. 


CONSERVA     foliorum     MEN- 
THA vulgaris. 
CONSERVE   OF  the  leaves  of 
SPEARMINT. 
L.E. 
The  conferve  of  mint  retains  the 
taite  and  virtues  of  the  herb.     It  is 
given  in  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach 
and  retchings   to  vomit ;  and  not 
unfrequently  does  fervice  in  fome 
cafes  of  this  kind,  where  the  warm- 
er and  more  active  preparations  of 
mint  would  be  lefs  proper. 

CONSERVA  foliorum  RUT.E. 
CONSERVE  OF  the  leaves  of  RUE. 
L.  E. 
This  conferve  is  exhibited,  from 
a  dram  to  half  an  ounce,  in  cru- 
dities of  the  prims  vis,  for  pro- 
moting digeftion,  and  in  hyfteric 
diforders :  it  gently  ftimulat.es  the 
folids,  attenuates  vifcid  juices,  and 
excites  the  natural  lecretions.  Some 
have  had  a  great  opinion  of  it,  tak- 
en in  a  morning,  for  preventing 
contagious  difeafes. 

CONSERVA  fummitatum  AB- 

SINTHII  maritimi. 

CONSERVE   OF    the    top    of  fa 

WORMWOOD. 

Land. 
[Of  the  /eaves  of  Roman  wormwood.) 

Edinh. 
The  conferve  of  wormwood  has 
been  celebrated  in  dropfies  :  Mat- 
thiolus  relates,  that  feveral  perfons 
were  cured  by  it  of  that  diftemper, 
without  the  afliftance  of  any  other 
medicine.     Where  the  dilbrder  in- 


fome  fervice  :  as  it  tends  to  attenu- 
ate the  former,  and  ftrengthen  the 
tone  of  the  latter.  It  is  directed  to 
be  given  in  the  dofe  of  half  an 
ounce,  about  three  hours  before 
meals. 

CONSERVA  florum  LAVEN- 

DULM. 
CONSERVE     OF    LAVENDER 
flowers. 
L.E. 
This  conferve  is  not  near  £o  fra- 
grant as  the  flowers  themfelves.    It 
is  neverthelefs  a  fufficiently  agree- 
able one  ;  and  is  fometimes  exhi- 
bited as  a  mild  cordial,  and  in  de- 
bilities of  the  nervous  fyftem. 

CONSERVA  florum  MALV^E. 
CONSERVE  OF  the  flowers  of 
MALLOWS. 
L.E. 
This  is  looked  upon  as  an  e- 
mollient,  and  fometimes  made  ufe 
of  as  fuch  in  diforders  of  the  breaft 
and  urinary   paffages.     It  may  be 
taken  in  any  quantity  that  the  fto- 
mach will  bear. 

CONSERVA  florum  ROSARUM 

rubrarum  immaturarum. 
CONSERVE    OF   the  buds  of  red 
ROSES. 
L.E. 
This   is   a  very  agreeable   and 
ufeful  conferve.     A  dram  or  two, 
diflblved  in  warm   milk,  are  fre- 
quently given  as  a  light  reftringent, 
in  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  and 
likewife  in  coughs   and  phthifical 
complaints.     In  the  German  ephe- 
merides,    examples  are  related  of 
very   dangerous  phtifics  cured   by 
the  continued   ufe    of   this  medi- 
in  one  of  thefe  cafes,  twenty 


pounds  of  the  conferve  were  taken 
deed  proceeds  from  a  vifcidity   of    in  the  fpace  of  a  month  ;  and  in 

mother,  upwards  of  thirty. 

CON- 


She  juices,  or  a  lax  ftaceid  ftate  of 
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conferve  :  the  pulp  is  apt  to  carry 
with  it  fome  of  the  prickly  fibres, 
which  the  infide  of  the  fruit  is  lined 
with;  if  thefe  are  retained  in  the 
conferve,  they  will  irritate  the  fto- 
mach,  fo  as  tooccafion  vomiting. 


CONSERVA  forum  RQRISMA- 
RINI. 

CONSERVE   OF   ROSEMART 
j&etvers. 
I.E. 
Rofemary  flowers  in  great  mea- 
fure  lofe  their  peculiar  fragrance  by 
beating,  and  hence  the  conferve  has 
very  little  of  their  flavour.     Some 
are  therefore  accuftomed  to  make 
this  preparation  from  the  leaves  of 
the  plant    (which  retain  their  vir- 
tues under  the  peftle)    or  at  leaii  to 
add  a  portion  of  thefe  to  the  flow- 
ers.    The  conferve  of  rofemary  is 
diredTed  in  weaknefs  of  the  nerves, 
and  as  a  light  cordial. 

CONSERVA  flavedinis   CORTI- 
CUM  AURANTIORUM  Hif- 
palenfium. 
CONSERVE  OF  the  yellow  rind  of 
Seville  ORANGE  PEEL. 
L.  E. 
This  conferve  is  a  very  elegant 
one,  containing  all   the  virtues  of 
the  peel  in    a  form  fufliciently  a- 
greeable   both  with  regard  to  the 
dole  and  the  conveniency  of  taking. 
It  is  a  pleafant,    warm,  ilomachic 
bitter ;  and  in  this  intention  is  fre- 
quently made  ufe  of. 

CONSERVA    FRUCTUS     CY- 
NOSBATI. 
CONSERVE  OF  HIPS. 
L.E. 
Hips  require  lefs  fuga'r  for  reduc- 
ing them  into   a   conferve  than 
the  fubfcances  above  enumerated. 
Twelve  ounces  of  the  pulp  of  the 
ripe  fruit  are    to  be   mixed  with 
only  twenty  ounces  of  fugar. 
The  conferve  of  hips  is  of  fome 
efleem  as    a    {oft,  cooling    reitrin- 
gent ;  three  or  four  drams  or  more 
are  given  at  a  time,  in  bilious  flux- 
es, lharpnefs  of  urine,  and  hot  in- 
difpoutions  of  the  ftomach.   A  good 
'deal  of  care  is  reqaifite  on  the  part 
of  the  apothecary  in  making  this 


CONSERVA  PRUNORUM  SYL- 
VESTRIUiVL 
CONSERVE  OF  SLOES. 
Land. 
Let  the  floes  be   put   into  water,, 
and  fet  over    the    fire   till  they 
grow   foft,  with  care  that  they 
do   not  burft.      Then  take  the 
floes  out  of  the  water,  prefs  out 
their  pulp,  and  mix  with  it  thrice 
its  weight  of  double  refined  fu- 
gar. 

This  preparation  is  a  gentle  a- 
ftringent,  and  may  be  given  as  fuch 
in  the  dofe  of  four  or  five  drams. 
The  degree  of  its  aftringency  will 
vary  according  to  the  maturity  of 
the  floes,  and  the  length  of  time 
that  the  conferve  has  been  kept. 
Note, 
In  making  conferves,  the  leaves, 
flowers,  &c.  are  to  be  reduced  in- 
to a  perfectly  fmooth  mafs,  and  the 
fugar  pulverized  b.y.itfeif  and  paffed 
through  a  fieve,  before  they  are 
mixed  with  one  another. 

Some  fimples  are  fcarce  reduci- 
ble to  the  requifite  finenefs  by 
beating  in  a  mortar ;  fuch  is  o- 
range  peel.  This  is  moil:  conve- 
niently rafped  or  grated,  then  well 
mixed  with  the  fugar,  and  fet  by 
in  a  clofe  veilel  for  fome  weeks  $ 
when  the  compound  will  more  ea- 
flly  beat  fmooth.  This  peel,  and 
the  role  buds,  are  commonly  ground 
in  wooden  mills  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Some  of  the  leaves,  when  very 
turgid  and  full  ot  juice,  may  be 
fufFered  to  dry  a  little  before  beat- 
ing ;  otherwise  the  conferve  turns 
out  too  foft  and almoft liquid. 

Ch  af- 
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Chapter    III. 
C  O  N  D  I  T  A. 

PRESERVES. 


PRESERVES  are  made,  by 
fteeping,     or    boiling    recent 
fimples,  firft  in  water,  and  then 
in  fyrup,    or   folution  of  fugar. 
The  fubjeft  is   afterwards  either 
kept  moiit  in  the  fyrup,  or  taken 
out   and   dried,    that   the  fugar 
may  candy  upon  it ;   this  laft  is 
the  moll  ufual  method. 
In  this  procefs,  fome  of  the  va- 
luable parts   of  the  fubjedl  are  ex- 
tracted by  the  liquor,    and  confe- 
quently   loft    to    the    preparation  ; 
greater  regard  being  here  had  to 
palatablenefs  than  medicinal  efficacy. 
And  indeed  moft  of  the  prepara- 
tions of  this  kind   are   confidered 
rather  as  fweetmeats  than  as  medi- 
cines ;  as  the  bufinefs  of  the  con- 
fectioner rather   than   of  the  apo- 
thecary.     It    would    be    needlefs 
therefore  to  mention  the  dofes  of 
the  feveral  articles,    or  give  parti- 
cular remarks  on   the  manner   of 
preparing  them. 

Land. 
RADIX  ERIN  Gil  CONDITA. 

CANDIED  ERINGO  ROOTS. 
Boil  them  in  water,  till  the  rind 
will  eafily  peel  off :  when  peel- 
ed, flit  them  thro'  the  middle, 
take  out  the  pith,  and  wafh  them 
three  or  four  times  in  cold  wa- 
ter. For  every  pound  of  the 
roots  fo  prepared,  take  two 
pounds  of  double  refined  fugar, 
which  is  to  be  difiblved  in  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  water,  and  fet 
over  the  fire :   as  foon  as  the.  li- 


quor begins  to  boil,  put  in  the 
roots,   and  continue  the  boiling 
till  they  are  foft. 
After  this  manner  are  candied 
ANGELICA  CAULES. 
ANGELICA  STALKS. 

CORTEX  AURANTIORUM 

CONDITUS. 
CANDIED  ORANGE  PEEL. 
Steep    the   freih   peels   of   Seville 
oranges  in  water,  which  is  to  be 
frequently   renewed,    until  they 
lofe  their  bitternefs.    Then,  hav- 
ing diffolved  in  water  a  fuitable 
quantity  of  double  refined  fugar, 
boil  the  peels  in  this  liquor  till 
they  become  foft  and  tranfparent. 
After  the  fame  manner  are  candied 
L1MONUM  CORTICES. 
LEMON  PEELS. 

Edinb. 
.In  the  fame,  or  a  fimilar  man- 
ner, may  likewife  be  candied, 
RADICES  ANGELICA. 
Angelica  roots. 

RADICES  HELENII. 

Elecampane  roots. 

RADICES  SCORZONER^;, 

The  roots  of  Sccrzonera. 

RADICES  SYMPHYTI. 

Comfry  roots. 

CORTICES  CITREORUM. 

Citron  Peel,  &c. 


R 


AU 
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All  forts  of  fruits,  flowers,  and 
feeds  may  alfo  be  preferved,  either 
by  keeping  them  in  fyrup,  or  cruft- 
ing  them  over  with  fngar ;  but 
thefe  kinds  of  preparations  fcarce 
belong  to  the  arc  of  pharmacy. 

Nutmegs  and  ginger  are  brought 
to  us  ready  candied  from  the  Eait 
Indies. 

MARS  SACCHARATUS. 

Sugar  d  Jieel. 

Put  any  quantity  of  clean  filings  of 

iron  intt)  a  brafs  kettle,  fufpend- 

ed  over  a  very  gentle  fire.     Add 

to  them,    by   little  and   little, 


twice  their  weight  of  white  fu- 
gar,  boiled  to  the  confiftence  of 
candy  ;  agitating  the  kettle  con- 
tinually, that  the  filings  may  be 
cruiled  over  with  the  fugar,  and 
taking  great  care  to  prevent  their 
running  into  lumps. 
This  is  a  very  agreeable  prepa- 
ration of  fteel;  but  the  apotheca- 
ries never  make  it.     The  confec- 
tioners follow  the  proportions   di- 
rected   here ;     but    they    employ, 
befides,  a  certain  medium,  without 
which,  the  matter  runs  into  lumps ; 
and  of  this  they  make  a  fecret. 


Chap- 
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Chapter    IV. 

S  U  C  C  I. 

JUICE  6\ 


JUICES     are    obtained    from 
recent  plants,  &c.    by   expref- 
fion.     The  fubjedl  is  firft  cut  and 
moderately    bruifed  :     then    in- 
cluded in   a  hair  bag,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  prefs. 
If  over  bruifed,  a  large  quantity 
of  the  herbaceous  matter  will  be 
forced   out   along  with   the  juice. 
Hempen  or  woollen    bags  are   apt 
to  communicate  a  difagreeable  fla- 
vour j.  the  threads  of  thefe  likewife 
(well  in  proportion  as  they  imbibe 
moifture,   fo  as  in  great  meafure  to 
prevent  the  free  percolation  of  the 
juice. 

Thefe  liquors,  when  newly  ex- 
preffed,  are  generally  thick,  vifcid, 
and  very  impure :  by  colature,  a 
quantity  of  grofs  matter  is  fepa- 
rated,  the  juice  becomes  thinner, 
limpid,  and  better  fitted  for  medi- 
cinal purpofes,  though  as  yet  not 
entirely  pure :  on  Handing,  it  be- 
comes again  turbid,  and  apt  to  run 
into  a  fermentative  or  putrefactive 
ftate.  Clarification  with  whites  of 
eggs  renders  the  juices  more  per- 
fectly fine  ;  but  there  are  few  that 
will  bear  this  treatment  without  a 
manifeft  injury  to  their  flavour, 
tafte  and  virtue. 

The  mofi  effectual  method  of 
purifying  and  preferring  thefe  li- 
quors, is,  to  let  the  ilrained  juices 
ftand  in  a  cool  place,  till  they  have 
depoliced  their  groiTer  feces,  and 
then  gently  pafs  them  feveral  times 


through  a  fine  ftrainer  till  perfe&ly 
clear ;  when  about  one  fortieth  part 
their  weight  of  good  fpirit  of  wine 
may  be  added,  and  the  whole  fuf- 
fered  to  ftand  as  before:  a  frefh 
fediment  will  now  be  depofited, 
from  which  the  liquor  is  to  be 
poured  off,  flrained  again,  and  put 
into  fmall  bottles  that  have  been 
warned  with  fpirit  and  dried.  A 
little  oil  is  to  be  poured  on  the  fur- 
face,  fo  as  very  nearly  to  fill  the 
bottles,  and  the  mouths  clofed  with 
leather,  paper,  or  ftopt  with  ftraw 
as  the  flaiks  in  which  Florence  wine 
is  brought  to  us  :  this  ferves  to 
keep  out  dull:,  and  fuffers  the  air, 
which  in  procefs  of  time  arifes  from 
all  vegetable  liquors,  to  efcape  ; 
which  air  would  otherwife  endan- 
ger the  glafTes,  or  being  imbibed 
afrefh,  render  their  contents  vapid 
and  foul.  The  bottles  are  to  be 
kept  on  the  bottom  of  a  good  cel- 
lar or  vault.  By  this  method  juices 
may  be  preferved  for  a  year  or 
two;  and  fome  for  a  much  longer 
time.  Thofe  which  are  not  injured 
in  their  virtue  by  gentle  evapora- 
tion, are  advantageoufly  infpiffated 
to  the  confidence  of  a  fyruvt,  of 
honey,  or  even  to  that  of  a  folid 
extract. 


SUCCI  SCORE" 
The  SCORBUTIC 

Take  of  the  juice  of 
R  2 


JTICI. 
JUlCEi 


Gar- 
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Garden  fcurvygrafs,  two 
Brooklime,  one  pint ; 
Water  crefies,  one  pint  ; 
Seville  oranges, apint  and  quarter. 

Mix  them  together,  let  them  Hand 
till  the  feces  have  fubfided,  and 
then  either  pour  the  liquor  off 
clear,  or  pafs  it  through  a  [train- 
er. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 
Juice  of  garden  fcurvygrafs, 

oranges,    each   one   pint 

and  a  half; 
water  crefies, 
brooklime,  each  one  pint; 
Pouble  refined  fugar,  ten  ounces; 
Compound   horfe-radiih   water; 
half  a  pint. 
Mix  the    juices    with   the   fugar, 
and  depurate  them  according  to 
art  ;    then   add     the   fpkituous 
water. 

Both  thefe  compositions  are  of 
confiderable  ufe  for  the  purpofes 
expreffed  in  the  title  :  the  orange 
juice  is  an  excellent  affiftant  to 
the  fcurvygrafs  and  other  acrid 
ant.fcorbutics,  which  thus  mixed, 
have  been  found  from  experience 
to  produce  much  better  effe&s  than 
when  exhibited  by  themfelves. 
Thefe  juices  may  be  taken,  from 
two  or  three  ounces  to  as  much  as 
the  ftomach  can  bear,  two  or  three 
times  a  day  :  they  generally  in- 
creafe  the  urinary  fecretions,  and 
fometimes  introduce  a  laxative  ha- 
bit. Prefcrved  with  the  cautions 
above-mentioned,  they  will  keep 
good  for  a  confiderable  time : 
though,  whatever  care  be  taken, 
they  are  found  to  anfwer  better 
when  frefh. 

ROB  BACCARUM  SAMBUCI. 
ROB  OF  ELDER  BERRIES. 

Lo?ii-L 
Let  the  depurated  juice  of  elder 
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berries  be  infpiffated  with  a  gen- 
tle heat. 

Edinh. 
Take  two  quarts  of  the  juice  of 
ripe  elder  berries,  and  half  a 
pound  of  refined  fugar.  Evapo- 
rate over  a  gentle  fire,  or  in  a 
water  bath,  to  the  confiftence  of 
honey. 

This  rob  prepared  with  or  with- 
out fugar,  keeps  well ;  and  proves 
a  medicine  of  confiderable  confe- 
quence.  It  is  a  powerful  fapona- 
ceous  refolvent,  opens  obftrucuons 
of  the  vifcera,  promotes  the  natu- 
ral fecretions,  by  ftool,  urine  and 
fweat,  and  by  this  means  does  fer- 
vice  in  fundry  chronical  diforders. 
The  dofe  is  from  a  dram  or  two 
to  an  ounce  or  more.  A  fpoon- 
ful,  diluted  with  water,  is  ufefully 
taken,  in  common  colds,  at  bed 
time. 

Succus  prunorum    filveftrium,   five 

ACACIA  GERiViAiMCA. 

Juke  office:,  cr 

GERMJN  ACACIA. 

Edinb. 

Let  any   quantity  of  the  juice  of 

unripe  iloes  be  infpifiated  over  a 

gentle  fire. 

This  is  a  moderately  itrong  a- 
ftringent,  fimilar  to  the  Egyptian 
acacia,  for  which  it  is  not  unfre- 
quently  fubftituted  (fee  page  187.) 
It  is  given  in  fluxes,  &c.  from  a 
fcruple  to  a  dram. 

GELATINA  feu  miva 
CYDONIORUM. 
G  E  L  L  y,     or    marmalade    of 

Quinces. 

Edinb. 
Take    three    pints    of    depurated 
quince  juice,    and  a   pound    of 
white  fugar.     Boil   them   toge- 
ther, according  to  art. 
This   is  an  uieful,  cooling,   re- 
pjirgent  medicine  :    it  is  given  in 
weak- 


Chap.  4.  Juices'. 

weaknefs  of  the  flomach,  retchings 
to  vomit,  diarrhoeas  and  dylente- 
ries,  proceeding  from  an  hot  m- 
difpofition,  or  fharp  bilious  hu- 
mours The  dofe  is  from  a. dram 
to  half  an  ounce  or  more,  or  as 
much  as  can  conveniently  be  taken, 
at  once  or  twice,  upon  the  point  of 
a  knife. 
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ly  commends  thefe  kinds  of  prepa- 
rations in  the  fcorbutic  diforders  to 
which  feafaring  people  are  particu- 
larly fubjett. 


GELATIN  A  BERBERORUM. 

GELLT  OF  BARBERRIES. 

Edinb. 

Take  a  pound  of  barberries  picked 
clean  from  the  ftalks,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  white  fugar. 
Boil  them  with  a  gentle  heat,  to 
a  due  confidence  ;  then  pais  the 
c-elly  through  a  flannel  cloth. 

GELATINA  RIBESIORUM. 
GELLT  OF  CURRANTS, 
Edinb. 
is  prepared  after  the  fame  manner. 

Here  the  trouble  of  expreflion  is 
faved,  thefe  foft  fruits  freely  giving 
out  their  juice,  which  incorporates 
with   the    fugar,    in    the    procefs. 
Both  thefe  preparations  are  grate- 
fully  dulco-acid  and  cooling,  and 
in   this   intention    are  occafionally 
made  ufe  of,    for    moiftening    the 
mouth  and  fauces  in  febrile  or  in- 
flammatory diilempers.     Diffolved 
in  water,  they  afford  an  ufeful  di- 
luent drink,  of  a  faponaceous  na- 
ture, which  mingles  with  the  blood 
or  its  ferum  when  thickened   (as  in 
fome   kinds  of  fevers)  where  pure 
water  runs  off  by  the  kidneys   al- 
moft   unchanged.      By    the    fame 
qualities,    they    prove    ferviceable 
likewife  in  chronical  diforders  pro- 
ceeding from  obflrucaons    of  the 
vifcera  or    accompanied  with  im- 
moderate heat  :    in  bilious  fluxes 
and  putrid   fcurvies,    their   liberal 

and  continued  ufe  has    fometimes 

had  good  effe&s.    Boerhaave  great- 


ELATERIUM. 
L  E. 
Slit  ripe  wild  cucumbers,  and  hal- 
ving- very  lightly   preffed  out  the    . 
mice,  pafs  it  through  a  fine  hair 
iieve,  into  a  glazed  earthen  vef- 
fel.      After  ftanding   for    fome 
hours,  the  thicker  part  will   fall 
to   the  bottom,  when  the  thin- 
ner is  to   be    poured   off,     and 
what  liquid  matter  is   (till  left, 
feparated  by  filtration.     The  re- 
maining thick  part  is  to  be  co- 
vered with  a  linen  cloth,    and    * 
expofed  to  the  fun  or  other  gen- 
tle  heat    till    grown   throughly 
dry. 

The  common  method  of  filtra- 
tion does  not  fucceed  here  ;  for 
the  groffer  parts  of  the  juice,  fall- 
ing to  the  bottom,  fink  into  the 
paper,  and  prevent  the  more  li- 
quid from  pairing  through.  The 
filtration  therefore  muft  be  attempt- 
ed in  another  manner,  fo  as  to 
drain  the  liquor  from  the  top  :  this 
may  be  effected  by  placing  one  end 
of  fome  (trips  of  woollen  cloth, 
fkains  of  cotton  or  the  like,  in  the 
juice,  and  laying  the  other  over 
the  edge  of  the  veffel  fo  as  to  hang 
down  lower  than  the  furface  of  the 
liquor  :  thus  managed,  the  repara- 
tion of  the  more  fluid  part  fucceeds 
in  perfection. 

Elaterium  is  a  ftrong  cathartic, 
and  oftentimes  proves  violently  e- 
metic.  It  is  exhibited,  in  cafes 
where  medicines  of  the  moft  pow- 
erful kind  are  neceffary,  from  one 
to  four  or  five  grains ;  and  fome- 
times added  in  fmaller  quantities 
as  a  ftimulus  to  the  weaker  purga- 
tives. 

R  «  EX. 
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EXTRACTUM     PLANTAGE- 
NIS. 
EXTRACT  of  PLANT  ME. 

Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  the  juice  of 
plantane.  Depurate  it,  either 
by  fuffering  the  juice  to  reft 
and  then  decanting  off  the  clear 
liquor,  or  by  colature,  or  by 
clarification  with  whites  of  eggs. 
Afterwards  evaporate  the  juice, 
in  balneo  maria?,  to  the  confift- 
ence  of  honey. 


After  the  fame  manner  extracts 
may  be  made  from  any  acid*  or 
ftyptic  plant. 

The  extratt  of  plantane  is  faid 
to  be  a  mild  aftringent ;  and  as  fuch, 
has  fometimes  been  given  in  the 
dofe  of  a  dram  or  two,  in  diar- 
rhoeas, and  other  diforders  where 
medicines  of  that  clafs  areindicated. 
The  prefent  pra&ice  holds  it  in  no 
great  efteem. 


Chap. 
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Chapter    V. 

EXTRACTAet  RESINS. 

EXTRACTS   and    RESINS. 


L.  E. 

EXTRACTS  are  prepared  from 
certain  vegetable  fubftances, 
by  the  means  of  water ;  which 
is  firil  boiled  on  the  fubject  till 
fufRciently  impregnated  with  its 
.  virtues,  the  decoction  pafTed 
through  a  ftrainer,  and  fet  by 
till  the  feces  have  fubfided  :  the 
liquor  is  then  poured  off  clear, 
and  evaporated  to  a  pilular  con- 
iiftence  ;  care  being  taken  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  operation, 
that  the  matter  do  not  burn  to 
the  veifel. 

This  procefs  affords  us  fome  of 
the  more  active  parts  of  plants, 
free  from  the  ufelefs,  indiftoluble, 
earthy  matter,  which  makes  the 
largeft  (hare  of  their  bulk.  There 
is  a  great  difference  in  vegetable 
fubitances,  with  regard  to  their  ftt- 
nefs  for  this  operation  ;  fome  yield- 
ing to  it  all  their  virtues,  and  others 
fcarce  any.  Thofe  parts  in  which/ 
the  fweet,  glutinous,  emollient, 
cooling,  bitter,  auftere,  aftringeat 
virtues  refide,  are  totally  extracted 
by  the  boiling  water,  and  remain 
almoft  entire  upon  evaporating  it : 
whilft  thofe  which  contain  the  pe- 
culiar odour,  flavour,  and  aroma- 
tic quality,  are  either  not  extracted 
at  all,  or  exhale  along  with  the 
menftruum,  and  may  be  collected 
by  another  procefs  to  be  fpoken 
of  hereafter.  Thus  gentian  root, 
which  is  almoft  fimply  bitter,  yields* 
an  extract  polTeffing,  in  a  fmall 
volume,  the  whole  tafte  and  virtues 
of  the  root:  wormwood,  which 
has  a  degree  of  warmth  and  ftrong 


flavour  joined  to  the  bitter,  lofes  the 
two  firft  in  the  evaporation,  and 
gives  an  extract  not  greatly  diffe- 
rent from  the  foregoing  :  the  aro- 
matic quality  of  cinnamon  is  diffi- 
pated  by  this  treatment,  its  aftrin- 
gency  remaining  ;  whilft  an  ex- 
tract made  from  the  flowers  of  la- 
vender and  rofemary,  difcovers  no- 
thing either  of  the  tafte,  lmell,  or 
virtues  of  the  flowers. 

RESINS  may  be  prepared,  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner,  by  ufmg 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine  inftead 
of  water. 

This  menftruum,  befides  the 
fweet,  bitter,  aftringent,  or  purga- 
tive matter  of  plants,  diflolves  thofe 
parts  in  which  their  flavour,  odour, 
and  aromatic  virtues  refide  ;  and 
does  not  readily  carry  them  off  in 
its  exhalation  ;  the  heat  fufficient 
to  exhale  pure  (pint,  being  much 
lefs  than  that  in  which  water  con- 
fid  erably  evaporates,  or  vegetable 
odours  diftil.  Hence  a  reiin,  or 
rather  fpirituous  extract,  of  worm- 
wood, contains  the  warmth  and 
flavour,  as  well  as  the  bittern  Ts  of 
the  herb  ;  one  made  from  cinna- 
mon poffeifes  its  aromatic  virtue,  as 
well  as  its  aftringency ;  and  one 
from  lavender  and  rofemary  flowers 
retains  the  flavour  and  virtue  of  the 
fubject. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  although 
rectified  fpirit  is  the  proper  men- 
ftruum only  of  the  pure  volatile 
oil,  and  the  grafter  refinous  matter 
of  vegetables,  and  water  only  of 
the  mucilaginous  and  faline ;  yet 
R  4  thefe 


248         'The  Englifh  Dlfpenfatory  improved.     Part  II. 


thefe  principles  are  in  almoft  all 
plants  lb  intimately  combined  to- 
gether, that  which  ever  of  thefe 
liquors  is  applied  at  fiift,  it  will 
take  up  a  portion  of  whatever  is 
directly  foluble  only  in  the  other. 
Hence  fundry  vegetables,  extreme- 


ly refinous,  and  whofe  virtues  con- 
fill:  chiefly  in  their  refin,  afford  ne- 
verthelefs  very  ufeful  extracts  with 
water,  though  not  equal  to  thofe 
obtained  by  a  prudent  application 
of  fpirit. 


General  rules  for  making  EXTRACTS  with  water. 


1.  It  is  indifferent  whether  herbs 
are  ufed  frelh  or  dry  ;  fince  no- 
thing that  can  be  preferved  in  this 
procefs,   will  be  loft  by  drying. 

2.  The  more  compact  and  refi- 
nous vegetable  matters,  fhould,  if 
poffible,  be  ufed  frefh ;  as  in  this 
ftate  they  mod  readily  give  out 
their  virtues. 

3.  Very  compact  dry  fubftances 
fhould  be  reduced  into  exceeding 
fmall  parts,  previous  to  the  affufion 
of  the  menftruum. 

4.  The  quantity  of  water  ought 
to  be  no  greater  than  is  neceffary 
for  extracting  the  virtues  of  the  fub- 
ject.  A  difference  herein  will  fome- 
times  occafion  a  variation  in  the 
quality  of  the  product  :  the  larger 
the  quantity  of  liquor,  the  longer 
fire  will  be  requifite  for  evaporat- 
ing it,  and  confequently  the  more 
of  the  volatile  parts  of  the  fubject 
will  be  diflipated.  A  long  conti- 
nued heat  likewife  makes  a  confi- 
derable  alteration  in  the  matter 
which  is  not  volatile :  fweet  fub- 
ftances by  long  boiling  with  water 
become  naufeous  ;  and  the  draliic 
purgatives  lofe  their  virulence  ; 
though  without  any  remarkable  fe- 
paration  of  their  parts. 

5.  The  decoctions  are  to  be  de- 
purated by  colature  ;  and  after- 
wards fuffered  to  Hand  for  a  day  or 
two,  when  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fediment  is  ufually  found  at  the 
bottom  If  the  liquor,  poured  off 
clear,  be  boiled  down  a  little,  and 
afterwards  fuffered  to  cool  again, 
it  will  depofite  a  freih   fediment, 


from  which  it  may  be  decanted  be- 
fore you  proceed  to  finifh  the  eva- 
poration. The  decoctions  of  very 
refinous  fubftances  do  not  require 
this  treatment,  and  are  rather  in- 
jured by  it ;  the  refin  fubfiding 
along  with  the  feculent  matter. 

6.  The  evaporation  is  moft  con- 
veniently performed  in  broad  Shal- 
low veffels :  the  larger  the  furface 
of  the  liquor,  the  fooner  will  the 
aqueous  parts  exhale  :  this  effect 
may  likewife  be  promoted  by  agi- 
tation. 

7.  When  the  matter  begins  to 
grow  thick,  great  care  is  neceffary 
to  prevent  its  burning.  This  acci- 
dent, almoft  unavoidable  if  the 
quantity  is  large,  and  the  fire  ap- 
plied as  ufual  under  the  evaporat- 
ing pan,  may  be  effectually  fecured 
againft,  by  carrying  on  the  infpiffa- 
tion  after  the  common  manner,  no 
farther  than  to  the  confiftence  of  a 
fyrup,  when  the  matter  is  to  be 
poured  into  (hallow  tin,  or  earthen 
pans,  and  placed  in  an  oven,  with 
its  door  open,  moderately  heated  ; 
which  acting  uniformly  on  every 
part  of  the  liquid,  will  foon  reduce 
it  to  any  degree  of  confiftence  re- 
quired. This  may  likewife  be  done 
in  balneo  mariae,  by  fetting  the 
evaporating  veffel  in  boiling  wa- 
ter ;  but  the  evaporation  is  here 
exceeding  flow  and  tedious. 

8.  Extracts  are  to  be  fprinkled 
with  a  little  fpirit  of  wine,  to  pre- 
vent their  growing  mouldy  [L.] 
They  fliould  be  kept  in  bladders 
moiitened  with  fweet  oil  [E.] 

EXTRA- 
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EXTRACTUM  radicum 
ENUL^i  CAMPAinJE. 
EXTRACT   OF  the  roots   of 
ELECAMPANE. 
Land. 
This  extract  retains  a  great  fhare 
of  the  virtues  of  the  root :  its  tafte 
is    fomewhat  warm,  and   not   un- 
gratefully  bitteriih.      It    is   given, 
from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram,  in  a  lax 
ftate  of  the  fibres  of  the  ftomach, 
and  fome  diforders  of  che  breaft. 

EXTRACTUM  radicum 

-GENTIANS. 

EXTRACT  OF  the  roots 

GENTIAN.  [L.  E.] 

EXTRACTUM  foliorum 

ABSINTHII. 

EXTRACT  OF  the  leaves 

WORMWOOD.  [£.] 

EXTRACTUM  foliorum 

CENTAUR ll  MINORIS. 

EXTRACT  OF  the  leaves  of 

LESSER  CENT JURT.  [E.] 

EXTRACTUM  florum 
CHAM./EMELI. 
EXTRACT  OF   CHAMLEMEL 
foivers.  [£.] 

Thefe  extracts  are  almoft  Amply 
bitter  ;  the  peculiar  flavour  of  fuch 
of  the  fubjects  as  have  any,  being 
diflipated  in  the  evaporation  :  the 
^chemifts  ufually  prepare  the  extracls 
of  wormwood  and  chamsmel  flow- 
ers, from  the  decoction  which  re- 
mains in  the  ftill  after  the  diftilla- 
tion  of  their  effential  oils :  and, 
provided  the  ftill  has  been  perfectly 
clean,  and  the  liquors  not  flood 
too  long  in  it  after  the  diftillation, 
this  piece  of  frugality  is  not  to  be 
disapproved  of;  fince  whether  we 
catch  the  exhaling  vapour,  or  fuf- 
fer  it  to  diffipate  in  the  air,  the  re- 
maining extract  will  be  the  fame. 
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For  the  virtues  of  thefe  prepara- 
tions, fee  the  articles  Bitters. 
The  dofe  is  from  one  fcruple,  or 
lefs,  to  three  or  four. 

EXTRACTUM  radicum 

HELLEBORI  NIGRI. 

EXTRACTS  OF  the  roots  of 

BLACK  HELLEBORE. 

L.E. 

This  extract  purges  with  confix 

derably  lefs  violence  than  the  crude? 

root ;  and  is  perhaps   one  of  the? 

belt  preparations  of  hellebore,  when 

intended  to  act  only  as  a  cathartic. 

The  dofe  is  from  eight  or  ten  grains 

to  a  fcruple,  or  more. 

EXTRACTUM  foliorum  RUT^. 
EXTRACT  OF  RUE  leaves.  [L.] 

EXTRACTUM  foliorum 

SABINE. 
EXTRACT  OF  the  leaves  of 
SAVIN.  [L.] 
The  virtues  of  thefe  plants  refide 
chiefly  in  their  volatile  parts  :  ne;- 
verthelefs    the   extracts   contain    a 
greater  fhare  of  them  than  might 
be  expected,  provided  they  are  pre- 
pared  with    fuitable   addrefs,    ac- 
cording to  the  general  directions. 

EXTRACTUM 
GLYCYRRHIZjE. 

EXTRACT  OF  LIQUORICE, 
L.E. 
Lightly  boil  freih  liquorice  roots 
in  water,  prefs  the  decoction 
through  a  ftrainer,  and  after  the 
feces  have  fubfided,  evaporate  it 
until  it  no  longer  flicks  to  the 
fingers,  taking  care,  towards  the 
end  of  the  operation,  to  prevent 
an  empyreuma. 

It  is  convenient,  before  boilirig 
the  root,  to  cut  it  tranfverfely  in  to 
fmall  ^pieces,  that  it  may  more 
readily  give  out  its  virtues  to  light 
co&ion  :  if  the  boiling  is  long  cc  n- 
tinu<  ;d, 
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tinned,  the  rich  fweet  tafte,  for 
which  this  preparation  is  valued, 
will  be  greatly  injured.  For  the 
fame  reaibn,  the  quantity  of  water 
ought  to  be  no  larger  than  is  abfo- 
lately  neceffary  to  extract  the  vir- 
tues of  the  root:  a  quart,  or  at 
rn oft  three  pints,  will  be  fully  fuf- 
ficient  for  a  pound  of  liquorice.  It 
would  be  of  considerable  advantage 
to  the  preparation,  and  probably 
(when  made  in  quantity)  lefs  expen- 
sive to  the  preparer,  to  ufe  inftead 
of  the  decoction,  juice  of  liquorice, 
preffed  out  betwixt  iron  rollers, 
after  the  manner  practifed  abroad 
for  obtaining  the  juice  of  the  fugar 
cane. 

Large  quantities  of  extract  of  li- 
quorice have  been  ufually  brought 
tO'  us  from  Spain,  and  other  foreign 
countries  j  but  it  is  very  rarely  met 
with  in  the  fhops  in  perfection ; 
the  makers  of  this  commodity  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  being  either 
very  flovenly  in  its  preparation,  or 
defignedly  mixing  it  with  fand,  and 
otltier  impurities.  When  made  with 
du.e  care,  it  is  exceedingly  fweet, 
not  at  all  bitteriih,  or  naufeous, 
more  agreeable  in  tafte  than  the 
root  itfelf,  of  a  pleafant  fmell,  a 
reddifh  brown  colour,  and  when 
drawn  out  into  firings  of  a  bright 
golden  colour;  totally  foluble  in 
waiter,  without  depofiting  any 
feces'. 

This  preparation  would  be  very 
convenient  for  many  purpofes  in 
the  iliops,  if  kept  in  a  fomewhat 
fof'ter  confidence  than  that  of  an 
extract.  The  only  inconvenience 
attending  this  foft  form  is,  its  be- 
ingj  apt  in  a  ihort  time  to  grow 
mouldy :  this  may  be  effectually 
prevented,  by  the  addition  of  a 
£m;ill  portion  of  fpirit  of  wine. 

XXTRACTUM  JALAPI. 
EXTRACT  OF  J  MAP. 
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Upon  powdered  jalap,  pour  fome 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  with 
a.  gentle  heat,  extract;  a  tincture  : 
boil  the  remaining  jalap  in  frefh 
parcels  of  water.     Strain  the  firft 
tincture,  and  draw  off  the  fpirit, 
till  what  remains  begins  to  grow 
thick :  boil  the   ftrained  decoc- 
tion alfo    to  a   like  thicknefs  : 
then   mix   both  the    infpiflated 
matters   together,    and    with   a 
gentle  fire,  reduce  the  whole  to 
a  pilular  confluence. 
This  extract  is  an  ufeful  purga- 
tive, preferable  to  the  crude  root, 
as  being  of  more  uniform  ftrength, 
and  as  the  dofe,  by  the  rejection 
of  the  woody  parts,    is   rendered 
fmaller :  the  mean  defe  is  twelve 
grains.      If  the  fpirituous  tincture 
was  infpiflated  by  itfelf,  it  would 
afford  a  refmous  mafs,  which  oc- 
cafions   violent    griping,    and    yet 
does    not  prove  Sufficiently  cathar- 
tic ;  the  watery  decoctions  yield  an 
extract  which  operates    exceeding 
weakly  :  both  joined  together,  as 
in  this  preparation,  compofe  an  ef- 
fectual and  fafe  purge.     This  me- 
thod of  making  extracts  might  be 
advantageoufly    applied  to  Sundry 
other  rcfinous    fubftances,    as   the 
dry  woods,    roots,    barks,   kc.    a 
final  I   quantity  of  fpirit  takes   up 
the  refin,  and  much  lefs  water  than 
would   otherwife    be   neceffary  ex- 
tracts all  the  other  foluble  parts. 
Where  the  Subject  has  any  peculiar 
flavour,  this  is  readily  imbibed  by 
the  fpirit,  and  as  it  does  not  arife 
with  the  menilruum  in  exhalation, 
is  retained  in  the  extract ;  whilft  if 
water  was  applied  at  firft,  it  is  en- 
tirely diffipated. 

Etftnh. 
Take    any  quantity  of  jalap  root, 
very  well   bruifed,  pour  upon  it 
as  much  rectified  fpirit  of  wine 
as  will  cover  it  to  the  height  of 
*  four  fingers,  and  digeft  them  to- 
gether in  a   fand  heat :  pour  off 
this 
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this  tincture,  and  put  to  the  re- 
maining magma  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  water,  with  a  little  fait  of 
tartar  :  boil  them  together  for  an 
hour ;    then  pafs  the   decoction 
through  a  ftrainer,  and  afterwards 
evaporate  it  to  the  confiftence  of 
honey,    mixing  in,    toward   the 
-    end  of  the  evaporation,  the  fpi- 
rituous    tincture,      and   keeping 
them   continually   ftirring,    that 
the  whole  may  be  reduced  into 
an  uniform  mafs. 
Here,  the  fpirituous  tincture  is 
added  without  any  previous  infpif- 
fation  to  the  thickened  decoction, 
in  order  that  the  refmous  and  gum- 
my parts  may  be  the  more  perfectly 
intermixed.      With   regard    to  the 
alcaline  fait,  half  a  dram,  or  two 
fcruples  thereof  were,  in  former  edi- 
tions of  the  Edinburgh  difpenfatory, 
directed  to  be  added  to  each  ounce 
of  every  kind  of  extract,  to  keep 
the  preparation  the  longer  moift  : 
it  feems   here  principally  intended 
to  promote  the  action  of  the  water 
as  a  menitruum  upon  the  root ;  ne- 
verthelefs,    water   alone  is   fuffici- 
ently  able  to  extract  all  the  medi- 
cinal parts  which  remain  in  jalap 
after  fpirit  of  wine  has   duly  per- 
formed its  office.     It   fhould  feern 
not  quite  fo  convenient,  if  the  fixt 
fait  be  thought  an  ufeful  ingredient, 
to  leave  its  quantity  to  be  determi- 
ned at  the  difcretion  of  every  com- 
pounder :  fince  different  quantities 
will  not  only  alter  the  dofe  of  the 
medicine,  but  vary  its  action  more 
than  may  be  at  firft  fufpected 

EXTRACTUM  LIGNI 
CAMPECHENSIS. 
EXTRACT  OFLOGIVOOD, 
Lond. 
Take    of    logwood,     reduced    to 
powder,  one  pound.     Boil  it  in 
a  gallon  of  water  till  half  the  li- 
quor is  confumed,  repeating  the 
coction  with    frefn  water   four 
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times,  or  oftner  :  thefeveral  de- 
coctions are  to  be  mixed  toge- 
ther, paiTed  through  a  ftrainer, 
and  evaporated  to  a  due  con- 
fiitence. 

This  wood  very  difficultly  yields 
its  virtue  to  watery  menfhua,  and 
hence  the  reducing  it  into  fine 
powder  is  extremely  neceffary.  The 
Edinburgh  difpenfatory  directs  fpi- 
rit of  wine  to  be  called  in  aid,  as 
in  the  foregoing  preparation.  The 
extract  of  logwood  has  been  ufed 
for  a  confiderable  time  in  fome  of 
our  hofpitals,  but  is  now  firft  re- 
ceived into  the  pharmacopoeia.  Jt 
has  an  agreeable  fweet  tafte,  with 
fome  degree  of  aflringency  ;  and 
hence  becomes  ferviceable  in  di- 
arrhaxis,  for  blunting  the  acrimony 
of  the  juices,  and  moderately  con- 
ftringing  the  interlines  and  orifices 
of  the  fmaller  veffels :  it  may  be 
given  from  a  fcruple  to  half  a  dram, 
and  repeated  five  or  fix  times  a  day 
to  advantage.  During  the  ufe  of 
this  medicine,  the  itools  are  fre- 
quently tinged  red  by  it,  which  has 
occafioned  fome  to  be  alarmed,  as 
if  the  colour  proceeded  from  blood : 
the  prefcriber  therefore  ought  to 
caution  the  patient  againft  any  fur- 
prize  of  this  kind. 

EXTRACTUM  CORTICIS 
PERUVIAN!, 
molie  et  durum. 
EXTRACT  OF  PERUFIAN 
BARK, 
/oft  and  bard. 
Lond. 
Eoil  a  pound  of  powdered  bark  in 
five  or  fix  quarts  of  water,  for 
an  hour  or  two,  and  pour  off  the 
liquor,  which  whilft  hot  will  be 
red  and  tranfparent,  but  on  grow- 
ing cold  becomes  yellow  and  tur- 
bid.    The  remaining  bark  is  to 
be    boiled    again    in    the  fame 
quantity  of  water  as  before,  and 
this  procefs  repeated  till  the  li- 
quor 
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quor  remains  tranfparent  when 
cold.     All  the  decoftions,  {train- 
ed and  mixed  together,  are  to  be 
evaporated    over   a  very  gentle 
fire  to  a  due  confidence,  care  be- 
ing taking  to  prevent  the  mat- 
ter from  burning. 
This   extract  is   directed   to    be 
kept  in   the   fhops,     both  in   a 
foft  and  a  hard  form  ;  the  firft  of 
a  proper  confiftence  for  making 
Into  pills :  the  other  fit  for  being 
reduced  into  powder. 
Peruvian  bark  is  a  very  refmous 
drug:  the  refm   melts  out  by  the 
heat,  but  is  not  perfectly  diffolved 
by  the  water;  hence,  in   cooling, 
it  feparates,  renders  the  liquor  tur- 
bid, and  in  part  falls  to  the  bot- 
tom,   as  appears    manifeftly  upon 
examining  the  fediment  by  fpirit  of 
wine  (fee  the  account  of  this  article 
in  page  1 80.     This  extract  might 
be   made  to  better   advantage  by 
the  affiftance  of  fpirit  of  wine,  after 
the  fame  manner  as  that  of  jalap  ; 
and  this  method  the  Edinburgh  col- 
lege have  directed.  But,  as  the  com- 
mittee obferve,  all  the  fpirits  which 
can  be  expected  to    be  employed 
for  this  procefs  among  us,  are  ac- 
companied with  fome  degree  of  a 
bad    flavour :     this    adheres    mofl 
ftrongly  to  the  phlegmatic  part  of 
the  fpirit,   which  evaporating  lafl, 
muft   communicate   this  ill  flavour 
to  the  extract ;    a  circumftance  of 
very    great    confeqnence ;    as    this 
medicine  is  defigned  for  fuch  whofe 
ftomachs  are  too  weak  to  bear  a 
due  quantity  of  bark  in  fubftance. 
Ten  or  twelve  grains  of  the  hard  ex- 
tracl;   are    reckoned   equivalent   to 
about  half  a  dram  of  the  bark  itfelf. 

EXTR ACTUM  ligni  GUAIACI, 

molle  et durum. 

EXTRACT  OF  GUJIJCUM 

nvood, 

foft  and  hard. 

Land. 


Boil  a  pound  of  {havings  of  guaia- 
cum  in  a  gallon  of  water,  till 
half  the  liquor  is  wafted, 
repeating  the  operation  four 
times,  or  oftner,  with  the  fame 
quantities  of  frefh  water.  The 
fever al  decoclions,  paffed  thro' 
a  ftrainer,  are  to  be  mixed  and 
infpi ffated  together  ;  when  the 
aqueous  parts  are  almoft  entirely 
exhaled,  a  .little  rectified  fpirit 
of  wine  is  to  be  added,  that  the 
whole  may  be  reduced  into  an 
uniform  and  tenacious  mafs.  This 
extract  is  to  be  prepared,  as  the 
foregoing,  in  a  foft  and  hard 
form. 

Here  the  refinous  part  of  the 
wood  which  were  boiled  out  with 
the  water,  are  apt  to  feparate  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  infpiffation  : 
hence  an  addition  of  fpirit  becomes 
neceffary,  -to  keep  them  united  with 
the  reft  of  the  matter.  The  ex- 
tracl: agrees  in  virtue  with  the 
wood,  fee  page  1  35. 

EXTRACTUM  CATHAR- 
TICUM. 

CATHARTIC  EXTRACT. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  an  ounce  and 

an  half; 
Colocynth,  fix  drams  ; 
Scammony,  half  an  ounce  ; 
LefTer  cardamoms,  hufked,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  pint. 
Having  cut  the  colocynth  fmall, 
and  bruifed  the  feeds,  pour  on 
them  the  vinous  fpirit,  and  di- 
geft  with  a  gentle  heat  for  four 
days.  Prefs  out  the  tinclure, 
and  diffolve  therein  the  aloes  and 
fcammony,  firft  feparately  re- 
duced to  powder  :  then  draw  off 
the  fpirit,  and  infpiffate  the  re- 
maining mafs  to  a  pilular  con- 
fiftence. 

The  title  of  this  medicine   ex- 
preffes 
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preffes  its  virtue.  It  is  a  very  pow- 
erful cathartic,  and  relied  on  in 
cafes  where  the  life  of  the  patient 
depends  on  its  taking  effect :  the 
dofe  is  from  fifteen  grains  to  two 
fcruples.  It  does  not  retain  fo 
much  of  the  flavour  of  the  carda- 
mom feeds  as  might  be  expected. 

In  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia, 
this  extract  is  directed  as  follows, 
under  the  name  of 
PILULE,    feu   EXTRACTUM, 
RUDIL 
The  PILLS  or  EXTRACT  of 
RUDIUS. 
Take  of 

Black  hellebore  roots, 

Colocynth, 

Socotorine    aloes  ,     each    two 

ounces ; 
Scammony,  one  ounce ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  two  drams  ; 
Dillilled  oil  of  cloves,  one  dram. 
Bruife  the  colocynth  and  helle- 
bore, pour  on  them  two  quarts 
of  water,  and  boil  to  the  con- 
fumption  of  half  the  liquor  : 
pals  the  decoction  through  a 
itrainer,  and  evaporate  it  to  the 
confiftence  of  honey ;  then  add 
the  aloes  and  fcammony,  redu- 
ced into  fine  powder  :  when  the 
mafs  is  taken  from  the  fire,  mix 
into  it  the  vitriolated  tartar,  and 
dillilled  oil. 

GUMMI  et  RESINA  ALOES. 

GUM  and  RESIN  OF  ALOES. 

Lond. 

Boil  four  ounces  of  focotorine  aloes 
in  two  pints  of  water,  till  as 
much  as  poflible  of  the  aloes  is 
diflblved.  The  folution  fufFer- 
ed  to  reft  for  a  night,  will  de- 
poflte  the  refin  to  the  bottom  of 
the  veflel  :  after  which,  the  re- 
maining liquor,  ftrained,  if  need- 
ful, is  to  be  evaporated,  that 
the  gum  may  be  left. 
The  gum  of  aloes  is  fomewhat 

lefs   purgative,    and    considerably 
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lefs  difagreeable  than  the  crude 
juice.  This  alteration  is  not  ow- 
ing, as  might  be  fuppofed,  to  the 
feparation  of  the  refin ;  for  the  pure 
refin  of  aloes  is  ftill  lefs  difagree- 
able, and  lefs  purgative,  even 
than  the  gum  ;  fome  have  denied 
that  it  has  any  purgative  virtue  at 
all,  and  others  afcribe  to  it  an  aftrin- 
gent  quality.  I  have  exhibited  this 
refin,  divided  by  trituration  with 
the  teftaceous  powders,  in  the  dofe 
of  a  fcruple,  without  obferving 
any  effect  from  it  (fee  page  74.) 
The  gum  feems  to  be  the  only- 
part  here  intended  for  medicinal 
ufe  :  if  the  refin  is  required,  it 
ought  to  be  farther  purified  by  fo- 
lution in  fpirit  of  wine  :  for  as  it  is 
obtained  by  precipitation  from  an 
aqueous  folution  of  impure  aloes, 
all  the  impurities  of  the  drug,  that 
are  not  foluble  in  water,  will  pre- 
cipitate along  with  it. 

RESINA  IALAPPtE. 
RESIN  OF  JALAP. 
Edinb. 
Take  any   quantity  of  jalap  root* 
very  well  bruifed  ;    pour   upon 
it   as  much    rectified    fpirit    of 
wine  as   will  cover  the  root  to 
the  height   of  four  fingers,  and. 
digeft  them  together  in  a  fand 
heat,  till  a  tincture  is  extracted. 
Filter  this  tincture  through  pa- 
per, put  it  into  a  glafs  cucurbit, 
and  diftil  off  one  half  of  the  fpirit : 
pour  on  the   refiduum  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  water  ;  the  refin  will 
be   precipitated    to    the    bottom  ; 
which   is    afterwards   to   be  dried 
for  ufe,  with  a  very  gentle  heat. 

After  the  fame  manner  are  pre- 
pared 

RESINA  GUAJACT. 
RESIN  OF  GUAIACUM.  [£.] 
RESINA  CORTICTS   PERUVI- 
AN!. 
RESIN  OF   PERUVIAN  BARK. 
Edinb. 

RESINA 
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RESINA  S'CAMMONII. 
RESIN  OF  SCAM  MONT,  Sec. 

Edinb. 
All  thefe  are  pure  refms,  fuch 
gummy  parts  as  the  fpirit  might 
have  taken  up,  remaining  fufpon- 
ded  in  the  liquor  after  the  addition 
of  the  water,  vvhilft  the  refin  pre- 
cipitates. This  indiffolubility  in 
aqueous  fluids,  and  their  tenacious 
quality  by  which  they  adhere  to 
the  coats  of  the  inteftines,  occafion 
gripes,  and  other  inconveniencies  ; 
forbids  exhibiting  them  by  them- 
felves :  they  may  be  fitted  for  ufe 
by  triturating  them  with  teftaceous 
powders,  or  with  almonds,  into  the 
form  of  an  emulfion,  or  by  dillblv- 
ing  them  in  fpirit  of  wine,  and 
mixing  the  folution  with  a  proper 
quantity  of  fyrup.  Six  or  eight 
grams  of  the  refms  of  jalap,  or 
fcammony,  managed  in  this  man- 
ner, prove  powerfully  cathartic, 
without  griping,  or  greatly  dif- 
ordering  the  body. 

In  the  former  editions  of  this 
work,  it  is  faid,  that  refin  of  jalap 
js  frequently  adulterated  with  com- 
mon refin ;  and  that  this  abufe  may 


be  difcovered  by  fpirit  of  wine, 
which  difTolves  the  former,  with- 
out touching  the  latter.  This  cri- 
terion, however,  is  not  to  be  re- 
lied on  ;  for  there  are  many  cheap 
refins  which  are  foluble  in  fpirit  of 
wine,  as  well  as  that  of  jalap;  and 
there  is  not  any  one  which  may  not 
be  artfully  rendered  fo. 

Edinb, 
The  refin  of  guaiacum  may  be  more 
commodioufly    made  from  gum 
guaiacum,  than  from  the  wood. 
Gum  guaiacum,  as  it  is  called, 
is  very  impure,  and  contains,  be- 
sides it's  refin,  a  large  quantity  of 
mucilaginous    and   earthy    matter : 
this  method    of   purifying  it  there- 
fore is  very  neceffary.     The  refin 
extracted  from  the  wood  and  from 
the  gum,  are  in  quality  the  fame  : 
fixteen  ounces   of  the  wood  yield 
about  three  of  refin,  more  or  lefs 
according  to  the  goodnefs  of  the 
wood :    the  fame   quantity  of  the 
gum,    commonly  met  with,  nine  or 
ten  ;  and  the  bell  not  above  twelve. 
The  bark  is  fomevvhat  lefs  refinous 
than  the  wood. 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  R     VI. 

OLEA  per  E  XP  RESSIQNEM, 
OILS  by  EXPRESSION. 


THESE  oils  are  obtained 
from  certain  feeds  and  ker- 
nels of  fruits,  by  pounding  them 
in  a  Hone  mortar,  and  then  in- 
cluding them  In  a  canvas  bag, 
which  is  wrapt  in  a  hair  cloth, 
and  committed  to  the  prefs  not 
heated. 

The  canvas,  if  employed  alone, 
would  be  fqueezed  lb  dole  to  the 
plates  of  the  prefs  as  to  prevent  the 
oil  from  running  down  :  by  the 
interpofition  of  tha  hair  bag,  a  free 
paflage  is  allowed  it. 

The  expreffion  of  the  oil  is 
greatly  facilitated  by  heat :  hence 
thofe  who  prepare  thefe  oils  for 
mechanical  afes,  heat  the  plates  of 
the  prefs  considerably.  For  medi- 
cinal purpofes,  this  is  by  no  means 
allowable ;  as  the  oil  becomes  lefs 
foft  and  palatable,  and  fubjeft  to 
grow  rancid. 

Nor  mull:  the  oils  be  kept  in  a 
warm  place  after  the  expreffion. 
Expofed  but  for  a  few  days  to  a 
heat  no  greater  than  that  of  the 
human  body,  they  lofe  their  emol- 
lient quality,  become  extremely 
rancid  and  acrimonious  ;  and  in 
this  ftate,  inftead  of  foftening  and 
'  relaxing,  irritate  and  inflame. 

So  much  are  thefe  oils  difpofed 
to  this  difagreeable  alteration,  that 
they  frequently  contract  an  acri- 
mony before  their  expreffion  from 
the  fubject,  :  hence  the  unctuous 
feeds  and  kernels  are  often  met 
with  very  rancid.  This  obferva- 
tion  affords  an  ufeful  caution,  to 
be  very  careful  in  the  choice  of 


thefe  fubftances :  almonds  are  part 
ticularly  liable  to  inconveniencies 
of  this  kind. 

OLEUM  AMYGDALINUM. 

OIL  OF  ALMONDS. 

L.E. 

This  is  prepared  from  the  fweet 
and  bitter  almonds  indifferently ; 
the  oils  obtained  from  both  forts 
being:  altogether  the  fame. 

OLEUM  JUGLANDIUM. 

OIL  OF  WALNUTS.  [£  ] 
OLEUM  SEMINUM  L1NI. 
OIL  OF  LINSEED.  [L.E.] 
OLEUM  SEMINUM  SINAPI. 
OIL  OF  MUSTARD  SEED.  [L.E.] 
Thefe  oils  have  nothing  of  the 
peculiar  tafle  or  flavour  of.  the  fub- 
jedts  from  which  they  are  obtain- 
ed :  the  oil  of  muftard  feed  is  as 
foft,  infipid  and  void  of  pungency 
as  that  of  fweet  almonds,  the  pun- 
gency of  the  muftard  remaining  en- 
tire in  the  cake  left  after  the  ex- 
preffion. When  in  perfection,  they 
are  all  very  nearly  of  the  fame 
quality,  and  agree  in  one  common 
emollient  virtue.  They  foften  and 
relax  the  folids,  and  obtund  acrimo- 
nious humours :  and  thus  become 
ferviceable,  internally,  in  pains,  in- 
flammations, heat  of  urine,  hoarfe- 
nefs,  coughs,.  &c.  in  glyfters,  for 
lubricating  the  interlines,  and  pro- 
moting the  ejection  of  indurated 
feces ;  and  in  external  applications 
for  tenfion  and  rigidity  of  particular 
parts.  They  are  given  inwardly, 
from  half  an  ounce  to  three  ounces 
or  more. 


Chap- 
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Chapter  VII. 

OLE  A  per  DI  STILL  ATI  ONE  M. 

OILS  by  DISTILLjriON. 


THE  oils  obtainable  by  diftilla- 
tion  from  vegetable  matters 
are  divided  into  two  clafTes.  The 
firft  comprehends  fuch  oils  as  poffefs 
the  fmell,  and  ibmetimes  the  tafte, 
pf  the  fubjecl:  from  which  they  were 
drawn  :  thefe  are  called  effential. 
The  fecond  takes  in  thofe  which 
bear  little  or  no  refemblance  to  the 
original  vegetable,  being  fo  altered 


by  the  procefs  for  obtaining  them, 
that  they  all  appear  to  the  fenfes 
nearly  fimilar,  agreeing  in  one  com- 
mon burnt  fmell  or  tafte ;  whence 
they  are  named  empyreumatic. 
The  effential  oils  are  obtainable 
only  from  a  few,  the  empyreuma- 
tic from  every  kind  of  vegetable 
matter. 


Clafs  i. 

OLEA    ESSENTIALIA. 
ESSENTIAL    OILS. 


EiTential  oils  are  drawn  by  diftil- 
lation  in  an  alembic,  with  a  large 
refrigeratory.  A  quantity  of  wa- 
ter is  added  to  the  fubjecl:,  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  its  burning ; 
and  in  this  water,  it  is  likewile 
macerated  a  little  time  before  the 
diflillation.  The  oil  comes  over 
along  with  the  water ;  and  ei- 
ther fwims  on  its  furface,  or 
finks  to  the  bottom,  according 
as  it  is  lighter  or  heavier  than 
that  fluid.     |\£.] 

All  vegetables,  as  we  have  ob- 
served above,  are  not  proper  for 
this  kind  of  diflillation  ;  fbme, 
which  if  we  were  to  reafon  from 
analogy  ihould  feem  very  well  fit- 
ted for  this  procefs,  yielding  ex- 
tremely little  oil,  and  others  none 
at  all.  Rofes  and  chamaemel  flow- 
ers, whole  ftrong  and  lafting  fmell 
vromifes  abundance.-  are.  found  up- 


on experiment  to  contain  but  a 
fmall  quantity  :  the  violet  and  jaf- 
mine  flower,  which  perfume  the 
air  with  their  odour,  lofe  their 
fmell  upon  the  gentleft  codlion,, 
and  do  not  afford  the  leaft  per- 
ceptible mark  of  oil  upon  being 
diftilled :  whiltt  favin,  whofe  dif- 
agreeable  fcent  extends  to  no  great 
diltance,  gives  out  the  largeft  quan- 
tity of  almoft  any  vegetable  fub- 
fiance  known. 

Nor-are  the  fame  plants  equally 
ft  for  this  operation  when  pro- 
duced in  different  foils  or  feafons ; 
or  at  different  times  of  their  growth. 
Some  yield  thrice  as  much  oil  if 
gathered  when  the  flowers  begin 
to  fall  off  as  at  any  other  time; 
lavender  and  rue  for  inftance.  O- 
thers,  as  fage,  afford  the  largeil 
quantity  when  young,  before  they 

have 
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have  fent  forth  any  flowers :  and 
others,  as  thyme,  when  the  flow- 
ers have  juft  appeared.  All  fra- 
grant herbs  yield  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  oil  when  produced  in  dry 
foils  and  warm  fummers,  than  in 
the  oppofite  circumftances.  On 
the  other  hand,  fome  of  the  dif- 
agreeable  flrong-fcented  ones,  as 
wormwood,  are  laid  to  contain 
moil,  in  rainy  feafons  and  moiil 
rich  grounds. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  herbs 
and  flowers  give  out  a  confiderably 
larger  quantity  of  oil  after  they 
have  been  expofed  for  fome  time  to 
the  aftion  of  a  dry  air  in  a  fhady 
place,  than  if  committed  imme- 
diately either  to  maceration  or  di- 
ftillation. The  drying  however 
mud  not  be  too  long  continued, 
otherwife  the  oil  will  receive  a  dif- 
agreeable  alteration  in  colour  and 
fmell,  and  likewife  a  diminution  in 
quantity. 

With  regard  to  the  proportion 
of  water,  it  whole  plants  mode- 
rately dried,  are  ufed,  or  the  {ha- 
vings of  woods  ;  as  much  of  either 
may  be  put  into  the  veflH,  as, 
lightly  prefled,  will  occupy  half  its 
cavity  ;  and  as  much  water  may 
be  added,  as  will  arife  up  to  two 
thirds  its  height.  The  water  and 
ingredients  all  together,  ihould 
never  take .  up  more  than  three 
fourths  of  the  Hill  ;  there  fliould 
be  liquor  enough  to  prevent  any 
danger  of  an  empyreuma,  but  not 
fo  much  as  to  be  too  apt  to  boil 
over  into  the  receiver. 

The  maceration  ihould  be  con- 
tinued fo  long,  as  that  the  water 
may  fully  penetrate  the  pores  of 
the  fubject.  To  promote  this  ef- 
fect, woods  ihould  be  thinly  ihaved 
acrofs  the  grain,  roots  cut  tranf- 
verfely  into  thin  ilices,  barks  re- 
duced into  coarfe  powder,  and 
feeds  lightly  bruifed.  Very  com- 
pact and   tenacious   Jubilances    re- 


quire the  maceration  to  be  continued 
a  week  or  two,  or  longer  ;  for  thofe 
of  a  fofter  and  loofer  texture,  two 
or  three  days  are  fuflicient  j  whilil 
fome  tender  herbs  and  flowers  (land 
not  in  need  of  any  at  all,  or  are 
even  injured  by  it. 

Where  the  maceration  is  long 
continued,  fome  fea  fait,  nitre,  or 
fixt  acid  liquors  (that  is,  fuch  as 
will  not  arife  along  with  the  oil  by 
the  heat  employed  in  the  diftilla- 
tion) are  generally  directed  to  be 
added,  in  order  to  prevent  putrefac- 
tion,which  the  fubjects  would  other- 
wife  be  apt  to  run  into.  In  the  notes 
on  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia, 
thefe  additions  are  dhapproved  of; 
and  the  college  of  London  has  re- 
jected them.  They  are  certainly  ra- 
ther of  diilervice  than  any  real  ufe. 
The  refolution  here  aimed  at  ap- 
proaches near  to  a  beginning  putre- 
faction ;  and  faline  fubilances,  by 
retarding  this,  prolong  the  macera- 
tion far  beyond  the  time  that  would 
otherwife  be  neceffary.  It  is  in  the 
power  of  the  operator  (as  the  above 
mentioned  author  obferves)  when 
he  perceives  the  procefs  coming  neajr 
this  pitch,  to  put  a  Hop  to  it  at  plea- 
fure,  by  proceeding  immediately  to 
diftillation  :  by  this  means,  the 
whole  affair  will  be  finilhed  in  a 
very  little  time,  with  at  leaft  equal 
advantage  in  every  other  refpecl ; 
provided  the  manual  operations  of 
pounding,  rafping,  and  the  like, 
which  are  equally  neceif;ryin  either 
cafe,  befcientincally  complied  with. 

Bodies  of  a  very  vifcous  and 
compact,  texture  are  directed  in  the 
Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  to  be 
fermented  for  fome  days  with  a 
little  yeaft  :  half  their  quantity  of 
water  is  fuihcient  for  performing 
the  fermentation  ;  fo  much  more 
as  is  neceffary,  is  to  be  added  after-, 
wards,  before  the  diftillation.  This 
procefs  promotes  the  refolution  of 
the  fubjecl:,  and  the  extrication  of  ■ 
S  rhe 
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the  oil ;  it  rarely  happens,  how- 
ever, that  affiftances  of  this  kind 
are  needful.  Particular  care  mull 
be  had  not  to  continue  the  fermen- 
tation too  long  ;  or  to  give  a  bad 
flavour  to  the  oil  by  an  ill-chofen 
ferment,  or  ufrng  too  large  a  quan- 
tity of any. 

Some  chemifts  pretend,  that  by 
the  addition  of  falts  and  acid  fpi- 
rits,  they  have  been  enabled  to 
gain  more  oil  from  certain  vege- 
table matters,  than  can  poffibly  be 
got  from  them  without  fuch  affift- 
ance.  Experiments  made  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fettle  this  point  feem  to 
prove  the  contrary :  this  at  leaft 
is  conftantly  found  to  be  true,  that 
where  there  is  any  reafon  to  think 
they  yield  greater  than  ufual,  the 
quality  of  the  oil  is  proportionably 
injured.  The  quantity  of  true  ef- 
fential  oil  in  vegetables  can  by  no 
means  be  increafed  ;  and  what  is 
really  contained  in  them  may  be 
eafily  feparated  without  any  addi- 
tion of  this  kind.  All  that  faline 
matters  can  do  in  this  refpeft,  is, 
to  extricate  a  grofs  unctuous  fub- 
fiance  :  which  arifing  towards  the 
end  of  thediftillation,  mingles  with 
the  pure  oil,  and  thus  increafes  the 
quantity,  but  at  the  fame  time  de- 
bafes  its  quality.  And  indeed, 
when  water  alone  is  made  ufe  of, 
the  oil  which  comes  over  about  the 
end  of  the  operation  is  remarkably 
lefs  fragrant,  and  of  a  thicker  con- 
fidence, than  that  which  arifes  at 
the  beginning  ;  diftilled  a  fecond 
time,  with  a  gentle  heat,  it  leaves 
a  large  quantity  of  grofs  refinous 
matter  behind. 

The  choice  of  proper  inflruments 
is  of  great  confequence  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  procefs  to  advan- 
tage. The  lighter  oils  readily  pafs 
over  the  fwan  neck  of  the  head  of 
the  common  dill  ;  but  it  turns  out 
otherwife  with  the  more  ponderous. 
For  obtaining  thefej  we  would  ic- 
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commend  a  large  low-head,  having 
a  rim  or  hollow  canal  round  it  i 
in  this,  the  oil  is  detained  on  its, 
firft  afcent  (and  thence  conveyed 
into  the  receiver)  the  advantages 
of  which  are  fufficiently  obvious. 

With  jegard  to  the  fire,  the  ope- 
rator ought  to  be  expeditious  in, 
railing  it  at  firft,  and  to  keep  it 
up  during  the  whole  procefs,  of  fuch 
a  degree  that  the  oil  may  freely 
diftil  ;  otherwife  the  oil  will  be  ex- 
poied  to  an  unnecefiary  heat,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  ought  as  much 
as  poflible  to  be  avoided.  Fire 
communicates  to  all  thefe  oils  a 
difagreeable  imprefiion,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  their  being  much  lefs 
grateful  when  newly  diftilled,  than 
after  they  have  flood  for  fome  time 
in  a  cool  place  :  the  longer  the  heat 
is  continued,  the  greater  alteration 
it  will  make  in  them ;  the  more  of 
the  oil  will  likewife  be  thus  united 
with  the  water,  and  confequently 
the  produce  defrauded  of  its  due 
account. 

The  water  indeed  always  takes 
up  fome  portion  of  the  oil,  as  is 
evident  from  the  fmell,  tafte,  and 
colour  which  it  acquires.  It  can- 
not however  retain  above  a  certain 
quantity  ;  and  therefore,  fuch  as 
has  been  already  ufed  and  a] moil; 
faturated  itfelf,  may  be  advantage- 
oufly  employed,  inftead  of  common 
water,  in  a  fecond,  third,  or  any 
future  diftillation  of  the  Fame  fub- 
ject.  Some  late  chemical  writers 
recommend  the  water  which  re- 
mains in  the  ftill  to  be  ufed  a  fe- 
cond time ;  but  this  fhould  feem 
lefs  proper,  as  being  faturated  only 
with  fuch  parts  of  the  vegetable  as 
are  not  capable  of  anting  in  di- 
ftillatidn,  and  which  ferve  only  to 
impede  the  action  of  the  water  as 
a  menftruum,  and  to  endanger  an 
efnpyreuma. 

After  the  diftillation  of  one  oil, 
particular   care   fhould    be  had  'to 
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duly  cleanfe  the  worm  before  it  is 
employed  in  the  diftillation  of  a 
different  plant.  Some  oils,  thofe 
of  wormwood  and  anifeeds  for  in- 
stance, adhere  to  it  fo  tenacioully, 
as  not  to  be  melted  out  by  heat,  or 
warned  off  by  water  :  the  beft  way 
of  cleaniing  the  worm  from  thefe, 
is  to  run  a  little  fpirit  of  wine  through 
it. 

Effential  oils,  after  they  are  di- 
ftilled,  mould  be  fuffered  to  Hand 
for  fome  days,  in  veffels  loofely  co- 
vered with  paper,    till  they   have 
loft  their  difagreeable  fiery   odour, 
and  become  limpid  :  then  put  them 
up  in  fmall  bottles,  which  are  to  be 
kept  quite  full,  clofely  ftopt,  in  a 
cool  place  :    with  thefe   cautions, 
they  will  retain  their  virtues  in  per- 
fection for   many  years.      Never- 
thelefs,    in   procefs  of  time,  they 
gradually   lole   their  flavour,    and 
become  grofs  and  thick.     Some  en- 
deavour to  recover  them  again  af- 
ter they  have  undergone  this  change, 
by  grinding  them  with  about  thrice 
their  weight  of  common  fait,  then 
adding  a  large  proportion  of  water 
and  diftilling  them  afrefh  :  the  purer 
part  arifes  thin  and  limpid,  poffef- 
fing  a  great  degree  of  the  priftine 
fmell  and  tafte  of  the  oil,  though 
inferior  in  both    refpefts   to  what 
the  oil  was  at  firft.     This  rectifi- 
cation,   as   it  is.    called,    fucceeds 
equally  without  the  fait  :  the  oils 
when   thus    altered,   are   nearly  in 
the    fame   ftate   with   the   turpen- 
tines,   and   other    thickened    oily 
juices,    which   readily   yield   their 
purer  oil  in  diftillation  with  water 
alone. 

Effential  oils,  confidered  as  me- 
dicines, poffefs  the  general  qua- 
lities of  pungency  and  heat ;  and 
in  cold  phlegmatic  habits,  prove 
effectual  and  fpeedy  cordials ;  al- 
moft  inftantly  diffusing  a  grateful 
warmth  through  the  whole  habit ; 
ftrengthening  and  conllringing  the 
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fibres,    and   Simulating    them    to 
ftronger  and  more  frequent  contrac- 
tions :  the  pulfe  is  raifed,  the  cir- 
culation quickened,  the  juices  atte- 
nuated and  rendered  more  fluid  j 
a  mild  diaphorefis  generally  enfues, 
or  an  in.creafe  of  the  more  fenfible 
fecretions.     Hence,  in  laxity  and 
weaknefs  of  the  veffels,  in  a  flug- 
gifh  inactive  ftate  of  the  juices  and 
languid  circulation,  in  deficiencies 
of  the  natural  evacuations  or  im- 
moderate    difcharges     proceeding 
from  thefe  caufes,  in  great  depref- 
fions,  complaints  of  cold  in  parti- 
cular parts,  flatulencies,  gripes,  &c. 
thefe  generous,  invigorating,  warm 
medicines  areeminently  ferviceable. 
The  qualities,  by  which  in  thefe 
cafes  they  produce  the  happieft  ef- 
fects, render  them  equally  prejudi- 
cial in  the  oppofite  eircumftances, 
in   bilious  temperaments,  in  great 
tenfity   and  rigidity  of  the  folids, 
in  all  hpt,  inflammatory,  or  febrile 
indifpofitions  ;  which    are   always 
aggravated  and  fometimes  occafion- 
ed  by  them: 

Some  of  thefe  oils  are  accompa- 
nied with  an  unpleafant  flavour : 
thefe  are  principally  exhibited  in 
hyfteric  cafes,  and  as  anthelmintics, 
or  for  other  like  purpofes.  Some  are 
extremely  grateful,  fo  as  to  be  fre- 
quently employed  for  reconciling 
to  the  ftomach  medicines  of  them- 
felves  difguftful.  Others  are  highly 
odoriferous,  infomuch  as  to  be  in 
common  ufe  as  perfumes. 

It  has  been  cuftamary  to  employ 
thefe  oils  as  corre&ors  for  the  re- 
finous  purgatives  ;  an  ufe  which 
they  do  not  feem  well  adapted  to. 
All  the  fervice  they  can  here  be  of, 
is,  to  make  the  refin  fit  eafier  at 
firft  on  the  ftomach :  far  from  a- 
bating  the  irritating  quality  upon 
which  the  virulence  of  its  operation 
depends,  thefe  pungent  oils  fuper- 
add  a  frelh  ftimulus.  See  the  ar- 
ticle Cithartics,  page  64. 

S  2  Effen- 
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EfTential  oils  are  never  given  a- 
lone,  on  account  of  their  extreme 
heat  and  pungency ;  which  in  fome 
is  fo  great,  that  a  fingle  drop,  let 
fall  upon  the  tongue,  produces  a 
gangrenous  efchar.  They  are  rea- 
dily imbibed  by  pure  dry  fugar,  and 
in  this  form  may  be  conveniently 
exhibited.  Ground  with  eight 
or  ten  times  their  weight  of  the  fu- 
gar, they  become  foluble  in  aque- 
ous liquors,  and  thus  may  be  dilu- 
ted to  any  afiigned  degree.  They 
diffolve  likewife  in  fpirit  of  wine  ; 
the  more  fragrant  in  an  equal 
weight,  and  almoft  r  11  of  them  in 
lefs  than  four  times  their  own  quan- 
tity :  thefe  folutions  may  be  either 
taken  on  fugar,  or  mixed  with  fy- 
rups,  or  "the  like  ;  with  water,  the 
il  feparates. 
Thefe  oils  are  likewife  employed 
externally  againft  paralytic  com- 
plaints, numbnefs,  pains  and  aches, 
cold  tumours,  and  in  other  cafes 
where  particular  parts  require  to 
be  heated  or  ftimulated.The  tooth - 
ach  is  ibmetinaes  relieved  by  a  drop 
of  the  more  pungent  ones,  received 
on  cotton,  and  put  into  the  hollow 
tooth. 

OLEUM  ABSTNTHII 
ESSENTIALS. 

ESSENTIAL  OIL  of  the  leaves 
OF  WORMWOOD. 
L.  E. 
This  is  one  of  the  more  ungrate- 
ful oils  :  it  fmells  (hong  of  the 
wormwood  ;  and  contains  the  whole 
of  its  naufeous  talk,  but  little  or 
nothing  of  its  bitternefs,  this  re- 
maining entire  in  the  decoction  left 
after  the  diitillation  :  its  colour, 
when  drawn  from  the  frefli  herb, 
is  a  dark  green  ;  from  the  dry,  a 
brownilh  yellow.  This  oil  is  re- 
commended by  Hoffman  as  a  mild 
anodyne,  in  fpafmodic  contractions : 
for  this  f  urpcfe,  he  directs  a  dram 
of  it  to  bs  diiiblved  in  an  ounce  of 


rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  {even 
or  eight  drops  of  the  mixture  taken 
fcr  a  dofs  in  any  convenient  vehi- 
cle. Boerhaave  greatly  commends 
in  tertian  fevers,  a  medicated  li- 
quor compofed  of  about  feven 
grains  of  the  oil  ground  firft  with 
a  dram  of  fugar,  then  with  two 
drams  of  the  fait  of  wormwood, 
and  afterwards  difiolved  in  fix 
ounces  of  the  diitilled  water  of  the 
fame  plant :  two  hours  before  the 
fit  is  expected,  the  patient  is  to  bathe 
his  feet  and  legs  in  warm  water, 
and  then  to  drink  two  ounces  of 
the  liquor  every  quarter  of  an  hour 
till  the  two  hours  are  expired  :  by 
this  means,  he  fays,  all  cafes  of 
this  kind  are  generally  cured  with 
eafe  and  fafety,  provided  there  is  no 
fchirrcfity  or  fuppuration.  With 
us,  the  oil  of  wormwood  is  em- 
ployed chiefly  as  a  vermifuge,  and 
for  this  purpofe  is  both  applied  ex- 
ternally to  the  belly,  and.  taken  in- 
ternally :  it  is  molt  conveniently 
exhibited  in  the  form  of  pills,  which 
it  may  be  reduced  into  by  mixing 
it  with  crumb  of  bread. 

OLEUM  SEMINUM   ANETHI 

ESSEN1IALE. 
ESSENTIAL   OIL  OF  DILL 
SEEDS, 
L.  E. 
This  is  a  very  warm    oil,  of  a 
flavour  not  very  agreeable,  refem- 
blingthat  of  the  feeds.     It  is  fome- 
times exhibited  as  a   carminative, 
in  flatulencies,  colicky  pains, hiccups 
and  the  like,  from  one  to  three  or 
four  drops. 

OLEUM    SEMINUM  ANTSI 

ESSENTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL    OIL    OF 

AN  I  SHEDS. 

L.  E. 

This  oil  pofTefies  the  taite   and 

fraeil  of  the  anifeeds  in  perfection. 

It  is  one  of  the  nuldelt  of  the  di  ■ 

Killed 
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Hilled  oils :  twenty  drops  may  be 
taken  for  a  dofe,  though  common 
practice  rarely  goes  To  far  as  half 
this  number.  Its  fmell  is  extremely 
durable  and  diffufive  :  milk  drawn 
from  the  breaft  after  taking  it,  is 
found  impregnated  with  its  odour ; 
and  poffi'oly,  this  may  be,  in  part, 
the  foundation  of  the  pectoral  vir- 
tues ufually  afcribed  to  it:  in  fla- 
tulencies and  colics,  it  is  faid  by 
fome  to  be  lefs  effectual  than  the 
feeds  themfelves. 

It  is  remarkable  of  this  oil  that 
it  congeals,  even  when  the  air  is 
not  fenfibiy  cold,  into  a  butyrace- 
ous  confidence  :  and  hence  in  the 
diftillation  of  it,  the  operator  ought 
not  to  be  over  folicitoas  in  keeping 
the  water  in  the  refrigeratory  too 
cool :  it  behoves  him  rather  to  let 
it  grow  fomewhat  hot,  particularly 
towards  the  end  of  the  procefs  ; 
otherwife  the  oil,  congealing,  may 
fo  flop  up  the  worm  as  to  endanger 
blowing  off  the  head  of  the  ilill, 
at  leaft  a  coniiderable  quantity  of 
oil  will  remain  in  it. 

OLEUM  SEMINUM  CARUI 

ES3ENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  CARAWAY 
SEEDS. 
L.  E. 
The    flavour  of  this  exactly  re- 
fernbles  that  of  the  caraway.     It  is 
a  very  hot  and  pungent  oil ;  a  An- 
gle drop  is   a  moderate  dofe,  and 
five  or  fix  a  very  large  one".      It   is 
not   unfreqcently  made  ufe  of  as  a 
carminative  ;  and  fuppofed  by  fome 
to  be  peculiarly  Serviceable  for  pro- 
moting urine,  to  which  it  commu- 
nicates forne  degree  of  its  fmell. 

OLEUM     CARYOPHYLLO- 
RUM    A  ROM  Al  ICORU  M 

essentiale. 
essential  oil  of  clove?, 
l.  e. 

Oil  of  cloves  is  ufually  defcribed 
as  being   "  in  tafte  exceffively  hot 
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"  and  fiery,  and  of  a  gold  yellow 
"  colour."  ( Boerh.  precejj,  27-) 
Such  indeed  is  the  composition 
which  we  receive  under  this  name 
from  Holland  ;  but  the  genuine  oil 
of  cloves  is  one  of  the  milder  oils, 
and  may  be  taken  with  great  fafety 
(duly  diluted)  to  the  quantity  of 
eight  or  ten  drops  or  more  :  nor  is 
its  colour  at  all  yellow,  unlefs  it 
has  been  long  and  carelefsly  kept, 
or  diftilled  by  too  violent  a  fire  ; 
when  in  perfection,  it  is  limpid  and 
colourlefs,  of  a  pleafant,  mode- 
rately warm  and  pungent  tafte,  and 
a  very  agreeable  fmell,  much  re- 
fembling  that  of  the  fpice  itfelf.  The 
Dutch  oil  of  cloves  contains  a  large 
quantity  of  expreffed  oil,  as  evi- 
dently appears  upon  examining  it 
by  diftillation.  This  however  can- 
not be  the  addition  to  which  it  owes 
its  acrimony :  a  Small  proportion 
of  a  reiinous  extract,  of  cloves  com- 
municates to  a  large  one  of  oil  a 
deep  colour,  and  a  great  degree 
of  acrimony. 

OLEUM   FLORUM   CHAM£- 

MELI  ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  CHAI/LS- 
MEL  FLOWERS. 
L.  E\ 
This  is   a  very  pungent  oil,  of  a 
ftrong  not  ungrateful  fmell,  refem- 
bling  that  of  the   flowers  :    its  co- 
lour is  yellow,  with  a  caft  of  green- 
ifh  or  brown.    It  is  fometimes  given 
in  the  dofe  of  a   few    drops,  as    a 
carminative,  in  hyfteric  diforders, 
and   likewife  as    a    vermifuge  :    it 
may   be   conveniently    rrYade     into 
pills  With  crambs  of  bread. 

The  oil  above  defcribed  is  that 
obtained  from  the  common  garden 
chamaemel,  which  is  the  only  fort 
directed  in  our  difpenfatories  'ice 
the  foregoing  part,  page  113) 
There  is  another  fpecies,  more  fre- 
quent in  corn  fields  than  in  our 
gardens  ,  (  chamamclum  vulgia,  e 
S   3  C-. 
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Ger.  Raiifynopf.  ed.  iii.  288.)  which 
yields  a  beautiful  blue  oil :  this  co- 
lour, if  the  oil  is  carefully  kept, 
remains  for  many  years ;  but  if  the 
air  is  not  perfectly  excluded,  foon 
degenerates  into  a  yellow  like  that 
©f  the  foregoing. 

OLEUM  CINNAMOMI. 
OIL  OF  CINNAMON. 
L.E. 
This  valuable   oil  is  extremely 
hot  and  pungent,  of  a  moil  agree- 
able flavour  like  that  of  the  cinna- 
mon itfelf.    In  cold  languid  cafes, 
and  debilities   of  the  nervous  fy- 
llem,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  imme- 
diate cordials  and  reftoratives.    The 
dofe  is  one,  two,  or  three  drops : 
which  muft  always  be  carefully  di- 
luted, by  the  mediation  of  fugar, 
&c. 

OLEUM    SEMINUM   CYMINI 

ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL    OIL    OF  CUMMIN 
SEEDS. 
L.E. 
This  is  one  of  the  warmer  and 
lefs  pleafant  oils.     It  is  employed 
chiefly  in  cold,    flatulent,    hyfteric 
complaints,  in  dofes  of  two  or  three 
drops.     It  gives  its  fmell  ftrong  to 
the  urine,    and  is  fuppofed  peculi- 
arly ferviceable   for  promoting  its 
discharge. 

OLEUM  SEMINUM  FUNI- 
CULI ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  FENNEL 
SEEDS. 
Ed'tnb. 
The  oil  obtained  from  fweet  fen- 
nel feeds  is  much  more  elegant  and 
agreeable  than  that  of  the  common 
fennel  (fee  page  130.)    It  is  one  of 
the   mildeft  of  thefe  preparations: 
it  is  nearly  of  the  fame  degree  of 
warmth  with  that  of  anifeeds ;   to 
which  it  is  likewife  fimilar  in  fla- 
vour, though  far  more  grateful.    It 


is  given,  from  two  or  three  drops 
to  ten  or  twelve,  as  a  carminative^ 
in  cold  indifpofitions  of  the  flo- 
mach;  and  in  fome  kinds  of  coughs, 
for  promoting  expectoration. 

OLEUM  foliorum  HYSSOPI 

ESSENTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL    OIL     OF   HTSSOP 

leaves. 

Edinb. 

The  oil  of  hyflbp  is  moderately 
acrid,  of  a  flrong  not  very  agreeable 
fmell,-  exactly  refembling  the  origi- 
nal herb  ;  its  colour  is  yellowifh, 
with  a  flight  caft  of  green  ;  which 
in  keeping  changes  to  a  brown- 
ifh.  It  is  commended  in  humoral 
aflhmas,  for  promoting  expectora- 
tion, &c.  from  one  to  two  or  three 
drops ;  but  is  rarely  made  ufe  of, 
and  not  often  kept  in  the  fhops. 

OLEUM    baccarum    JUNIPERI 

ESSENTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL    OIL  OF  JUNIPER 

berries. 

L.E. 

This  oil  is  a  very  warm  and  pun- 
gent one,  of  a  ftrong  flavour,  not 
unlike  that  of  the  berries.  In  the 
dofe  of  a  drop  or  two,  it  proves  a 
ferviceable  carminative  and  ftoma- 
chic  :  in  one  of  fix,  eight  or  more, 
a  ftimulating,  detergent,  diuretic 
and  emmenagogue  :  it  feems  to  have 
fomewhat  of  the  nature  of  the  tur- 
pentines or  their  diftilled  oil ;  like 
which  it  communicates  a  violet 
fmell  to  the  urine. 

The  oil  of  thefe  berries  refides 
partly  in  vencles  fpread  through  the 
fubltance  of  the  fruit,  and  partly  in 
litde  cells  contained  in  the  feeds ; 
when  die  berry  is  dry,  and  the  oil 
hardened  into  a  refinous  fubftance, 
it  becomes  vifible,  upon  breaking 
the  feeds,  in  form  of  little  tranfpa- 
rent  drops.  In  order  therefore  to 
obtain  this  oil  to  advantage,  we 
ought,  previous  to  the  diitillation, 

to 
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to  bruife  the  berry  throughly;  fo 
as  to  break  the  feeds,  and  entirely 
lay  open  the  oily  receptacles. 

OLEUM   florum  LAVENDUL,£ 

ESSF.NTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  LAVENDER 

flowers. 

L.  E. 

This  oil,  when  in  perfection,  is 
very  limpid,  of  a  pleaiant  yellow- 
ilh  colour,  extremely  fragrant,  pof- 
feffing  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
peculiar  knell  generally  admired  in 
the  flowers,  it  is  a  medicine  of 
great  ufe,  both  externally  and  in- 
ternally, in  paralytic  and  lethargic 
complaints,  rheumatic  pains,  and 
debilities  of  the  nervous  fyftem. 
The  dole  is  from  one  drop  to  five 
or  fix. 

Lavender  flowers  yield  the  molt 
fragrant  oil,  and  in  considerably  die 
iargeft  quantity,  when  they  are 
ready  to  fall  off  fpontaneoufly  and 
the  feeds  begin  to  ihew  themielves : 
the  leaves  give  out  extremely  lit- 
tle. The  flowers  may  be  fe  para  ted 
from  the  reft  of  the  plant,  by  dry- 
ing it  a  little,  and  then  gently 
beating  it :  they  mould  be  imme- 
diately committed  to  diftillation, 
and  the  procefs  conducted  with  a 
u  ell  regulated  gentle  heat :  too 
great  heat  would  not  only  change 
the  colour  of  the  oil,  but  likewife 
make  a  diiagreeable  alteration  in 
ks  fraell. 

OLEUM  baccamm  LAURI 
ESSENTIALS. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF 
BATBERRIES. 
Edinb. 
The  oil  of  bay  berries  is  thin  and 
limpid,    moderately  pungent,    of  a 
ftrong  and  tolerably  grateful  fmell. 
It  is  given  in  flatulent  colics,    hy- 
fteric  complaints,  and  for  allaying 
the  pains  confequent  upon  delive- 
ry ;  the  dole,  from  two  drops  to  five 


or  fix.  It  is  likewife  made  an  in- 
gredient in  carminative  clyfters;  and 
in  fome  hyileric  cafes,  applied  ex- 
ternally. 

ESSENTIA  LIMONUM; 

Lond. 
Oleum  ftillatitium  corticumj 
limonum. 
Edinb. 
ESSENCE  OF  LEMONS,    or  th$ 
cjfential  oil  of  lemon  peel. 
This  is  a  pleafant  oil,  of  a  finei 
fmell,  very  near  as  agreeable  as  that 
of  the  frefh  peel :  it  is  one  of  the 
lighter!  efiential  oils  we  have,  per- 
fectly limpid,  and  almoft  colourlefs. 
It  is  taken  in  dofes  of  two  or  three 
drops,  as  a  cordial,  in  weaknefs  of 
the  flomach,  &c.  though  more  fre- 
quently ufed  as  a  perfume.     It  gives 
a   fine  flavour  to  the  fal  volatile; 
and  renders  the  foap  pills  very  a- 
greeable  to  the  ftomach. 

OLEUM  MACIS 
STILLATITIUM. 

ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  MACE. 
Edinb. 

The  effential  oil  of  mace  is  mo-  . 
derately  pungent,  very  fubtile  and 
volatile,  of  a  ftrong  aromatic  fmell, 
like  that  of  the  fpice  itfelf:  it  is 
thin  and  limpid,  of  a  pale  yellow- 
ifh  colour,  with  a  portion  of  thicker 
and  darker  coloured  oil  at  the  bot- 
tom. This  oil  is  celebrated  in  vo- 
miting, hiccups,  colicky  pains, 
&c.  both  given  internally  from  one 
to  four  drops,  and  applied  exter- 
nally to  the  flomach  and  umbilical 
region.  It  is  however  but  rarely 
made  ufe  of,  and  not  often  mec 
vvithin  the  ihops. 

OLEUMMAJORAN^E 

ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  MARJO- 
RAM leaves. 
L.  E. 
This  oil  is  very  hot  and  pene- 
S  4  trating, 
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trating,  in  flavour  not  near  fo  a- 
greeable  as  the  marjoram  itfelf : 
when  in  perfection,  it  is  of  a  pale 
yellow  colour ;  by  long  keeping, 
it  turns  reddifh  :  if  diftilled  with 
too  great  a  heat,  it  arifes  of  this 
colour  at  firft.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be 
peculiarly  ferviceable  in  obftruc- 
tions  and  mucous  difcharges  of  the 
uterus  from  a  cold  caufe  :  the  dofe 
is  one  or  two  drops. 

OLEUM  MENTHA 

ESSENTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  the  leaves  of 

COMMON  MINT. 

L.  E. 

This  oil  fmells  and  taftes  ftrong 

of  the  mint,  but  is  in  both  refpects 

fomewhat  lefs  agreeable.     It  is  an 

ufeful  flomachic  medicine  ;  and  not 

unfrequently  exhibited  in  want  of 

appetite,  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach, 

retchings  to  vomit,  and  other  like 

diforders    when    not    accompanied 

with    heat    or   inflammation :    two 

or  three  drops  or  more  are  given 

for  a  dofe.     It  is  likewife  employed 

externally  for  the  fame  purpofes ; 

and   is   an  excellent  ingredient  in 

the  flomachic  plafter  of  the  fhops. 

OLEUM  MENTHA  PIPERI- 

TIDIS  ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  the  leaves  of 
PEPPER  MINT. 
Land. 
This  poffefTes  the  fmell,  tafte 
and  virtues  of  the  pepper  mint  in 
perfection  ;  the  colour  is  a  pale 
greenifh  yellow.  It  is  a  medicine 
of  great  pungency  and  fubtility ; 
and  difflifes,  almoft  as  foon  as  ta- 
ken, a  glowing  warmth  through 
the  whole  fyftem.  In  colics  ac- 
companied with  great  coldnefs, 
and  in  fome  hyfteric  complaints, 
it  is  of  excellent  fervice.  A  drop 
or  two  are  in  general  a  fufhcicnt 
dofe. 


OLEUM  NUCIS  MOSCHATiE 

ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  NUTMEGS. 
L.E. 
The  efTential  oil  of  nutmegs  pof- 
fefTes.the  flavour  and  aromatic  vir- 
tues of  the  fpice  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree. It  is  fimilar  in  quality  to 
the  oil  of  mace,  but  fomewhat  lefs 
grateful  to  the  ftomach. 

OLEUM  ORIGANT 
ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL   OIL  OF  the  leaves  of 
ORIGANUM. 
L.  E. 
This    oil    has    a   very    pungent 
acrimonious  tafte,    and  a  penetra- 
ting   fmell.      It   has  been    chiefly 
employed  externally  as  an  errhine, 
and"  for  eafing  pains  of  the  teeth. 

OLEUM  PULEGII 
ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  the  leaves  of 
PENNTROTAL. 
L.E. 
This  oil  in  fmell  and  tafte,    re- 
fembles    the    original  plant  ;     the 
virtues   of  which   it  likewife  pof- 
fefTes.    It  is  given,  in  hyfteric  cafes, 
from  one  to  four  or  five  drops. 

OLEUM  RORISMARINI 
ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  ROSE  MART 
leaves. 
L.E. 
The   oil  of  rofemary,    when  in 
perfection,  is   very  light  and  thin, 
pale  and  almoft  colourlefs ;  of  great 
fragrancy,  though  not  quite  fo  a- 
greeable  as  the  rofemary  itfelf.     It 
is  recommended,  .in  the   dofe  of  a 
few  drops,  in  nervous  and  hyfteric 
complaints.     Boerhaave  holds  it  in 
great  eftsem  againu  epilepfies,  and 
luppreflions  of  the  uterine    purga- 
tions, occaiioned  by  weaknefs  and 
inactivity. 

OLEUM 
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OLEUM   LIGNT  RHODII 

ESSENTJALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  RHODIUM 

IVOcd. 

Land. 

This  oil  is  extremely  odoriferous, 
and  principally  employed  as  a  per- 
fume, in  fcenting  pomatums  and 
the  like.  Cuflom  has  not  as  yet 
received  any  preparation  of  this  e- 
legant  aromatic  wood  into  internal 
ufe. 

OLEUM  RUT\£  ESSENTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL  OIL  of  the  leaves 
OF  RUE, 
L.  E. 

The  oil  of  rue  has  a  very  acrid 
tafte,  and  a  penetrating  fmeli  re- 
fembling  that  of  the  herb,  but  ra- 
ther more  unpleafant.  It  is  fome- 
tirnes  made  ufe  of  in  hyileric  diibr- 
ders,  and  as  an  anthelmintic ;  as 
alio  in  epilepiies  proceeding  from  a 
relaxed  ltate  of  the  nerves. 

Rue  yields  its  oil  very  fparingly. 
The  largeft  quantity  is  obtained 
from  it  when  the  flowers  are  ready 
to  fall  off,  and  the  feeds  begin  to 
fnew  themfelves :  fuitable  macera- 
tion, previous  to  the  diftillation,  is 
here  extremely  necefTary. 

OLEUM  SABINE 
ESSENTIALE. 
ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  SAFIN 
leaves. 
L.  E. 
Savin  is  one  of  the  plants  which 
the   Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia   di- 
rects to  be  lightly  fermented  before 
the  diftillation  :    this,    however,  is 
not.  very  necefTary  :  for  favin  yields, 
without  any  fermentation,  and  even 
without  much  maceration,  a  large 
quantity  of"  oil  :  the  foregoing  herb 
ftands  more  in  need  of  a  treatment 
of  this  kind.     The  oil  of  favin  is  a 
celebrated    uterine    and   emmena- 
gogue :  in  cold  phlegmatic  habits, 
it   is    undoubtedly    a   medicine  of 


good  fervice,  though  not  capable 
of  performing  what  it  has  been 
ufually  repreiented  to  do.  Th« 
dole  is  two  or  three  drops  or  more. 

OLEUM  SASSAFRAS 

ESSENTIALE. 

ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF 

SASSAFRAS. 

L.  E. 

This  is  the  moll  ponderous  of  all 

the  known  efTential  oils  :  it  appears 

limpid  as  water,  has  a  moderately 

pungent  tafte,  a  very  fragrant  fmell 

exactly  refembling  that  of  the  fafTa- 

fras.     It  ftands  greatly  commended 

as  a  fudorific,  and  for  purifying  the 

blood  and  juices  :     it   is   likewife 

iuppofed   to  be   of  fervice  in  hu- 

moural  afthmas  and  coughs.     The 

dofe  is  from  one  drop  to  eight  or 

ten ;    though  GeofFroy  goes  as  fax 

as  twenty. 

OLEUM  TEREBIMTHIN,E. 
OIL  OF  TURPENTINE. 
Lond. 
This  is  diftilled  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  foregoing  oils  ;  and  is 
ftriclly  an  efTential  one,  though  not 
ufually  ranked  in  this  clafs :  it  is 
commonly,  but  improperly  as  the 
college  obferve,  called  fpirit  of  tur- 
pentine. This  oil  is  a  very  hot  fti- 
mulating  medicine  (fee  page  218.) 
It  is  fomedmes  exhibited  as  a  fu- 
dorific and  diuretic,  in  the  dofe  of 
two  or  three  drops :  in  larger  dofes, 
it  is  apt  to  greatly  heat  the  body, 
occafion  pain  of  the  head,  an  effu- 
fion  of  the  femen  and  liquor  of  the 
proftate  glands.  It  has  neverthe- 
lefs  been  of  late  taken  in  confider- 
able  dofes  (along  with  honey  or 
other  convenient  vehicles)  againft 
the  fciatica;  and,  as  is  faid,  with 
good  fuccefs.  Some  have  recom- 
mended it  againft  venereal  run- 
nings ;  but  here  it  has  produced 
mifchievous  confequences,  inflam- 
ing the  parts   and  aggravating  the 

dif- 
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difordef.     Externally,  it  is  not  un- 
frequently  employed  againft  rheu- 
matic pains,  aches,  fprains,  for  dif- 
cuffing  cold  tumours,  and  reftrain- 
ing  haemorrhagies. 
After  the  diftillation  of  the  turpen- 
tine, there  remains  in   the  ftill  a 
brittle  refinous   fubftance,     of  a 
yellow  colour,  called  reiina  flava, 
yellow  refin.  [/,.] 
The  only  ufe  of  this  is  in  exter- 
nal   applications,    for  giving  con- 
fidence to  plafters,    and   the   like 
purpofes. 

Moll  of  the  foregoing  oils  are 
drawn  by  our  chemifts,  and  eafily 
procurable  in  a  tolerable  degree  of 
perfection  ;  thofe  of  cinnamon, 
cloves,  nutmegs  and  mace  except- 
ed. Thefe  are  ufually  imported 
•from  abroad ;  and  are  for  the  mofl 
part  fo  much  adulterated,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  meet  with  fuch  as  are  at 
all  fit  for  ufe. 

Nor  are  the  adulterations  of  thefe 
kinds  of  preparations  eafily  disco- 
verable. The  groffer  abufes  in- 
deed may  be  readily  detected  : 
thus  if  the  oil  is  mixed  with  fpirit 
of  wine,  it  will  turn  milky  on  the 
addition  of  water ;  if  with  expreifed 
oils,  rectified  fpirit  will  diffolve  the 
effential  and  leave  the  other  be- 
hind :  if  with  oil  of  turpentine,  on 
dipping  a  piece  of  paper  in  the 
mixture,  and  drying  it  with  a  gen- 
tle heat,  the  turpentine  will  be  be- 
trayed by  its  fmell.  But  the  more 
fubtile  artifts  have  contrived  other 
methods  of  fophiftication  which  e- 
lude  all  trials  of  this  kind. 

Some  have  looked  upon  the  fpe- 
cific  gravity  of  oils  as  a  certain  cri- 
terion of  their  genuinenefsj  and  ac- 


cording we  have  given  a  table  of 
the  gravity  of  feveral  in  page  6. 
This  however  is  not  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  depended  on ;  for  the  ge- 
nuine oils,  obtained  from  the  fame 
fubjeft,  oftentimes  diifer  in  gravity 
as  much  as  thofe  drawn  from  diffe- 
rent ones.  Cinnamon  and  cloves, 
whofe  oils  ufually  fink  in  water, 
yield,  if  flowly  and  warily  diftilled, 
an  oil  of  great  fragrancy,  which  is 
nevertheless  fpecifically  lighter  than 
the  aqueous  fluid  employed  in  the 
diftillation  of  it ;  whilft  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  the  laft  runnings  of 
fome  of  the  lighter  oils  prove  fome- 
times  fo.  ponderous  as  to  fink  in 
water. 

The  commentator  on  the  laft  e- 
dition  of  the  Edinburgh  pharmaco- 
poeia, recommends  diluting  the  fuf- 
pedted  oil  with  a  large  quantity  of 
rectified  fpirit,  and  then  to  exa- 
mine it  by  the  tafte  and  fmell,  com- 
paring it  with  fome  of  known  good- 
nefs.  By  this  means  we  may  not 
only  diftinguiih  whether  the  oil  is 
mixed  with  any  other;  but  a  judg- 
ment may  likewife  be  formed  of 
its  degree  of  goodnefs  when  un- 
mixed. 

The  fame  author  recommends  an 
oil  drawn  from  pimento,  as  a  cheap 
iubflitute  to  thofe  of  fome  of  the 
dearer  fpices  :  the  flavour  of  this 
oil  is  more  agreeable  than  that  of 
cloves,  and  does  not  fall  far  fhort 
of  that  of  nutmegs.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly a  very  elegant  oil,  and  is  af- 
forded by  the  fpice  in  considerable 
quantity  ;  forty  ounces  yield  above 
one:  it  is  of  a  fine  pale  colour,  and 
like  the  oils  of  ibme  of  the  eaftern 
fpices,  finks  in  water. 
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OLEUM  BUXL 
OIL  OF  BOX. 

Loild. 

Diftil  pieces  of  box  wood,  in  a  re- 
tort, with  a  fand  heat  gradually 
increafed  :  the  oil  will  come  o- 
ver,  along  with  an  acid  fpirit, 
which  is  to  be  feparated  by  a 
funnel. 

OLEUM  GUAIACI. 
OIL  OF  GUAIACUM. 
Edinb. 
Put  any  quantity  of  chips  of  guaia- 
cum,  into  an  earthen  long  neck 
or  a  glafs  retort,  and  diftil  either 
in  a  fand  bath  or   an  open  fire, 
increafing  the  heat   by  degrees. 
At  firft  an  acid  liquor  will  come 
over,  afterwards  a  light  red  oil, 
and  at  length,  in  the  utmoft  de- 
gree of  fire,  a  thick   black  oil, 
which    finks  through  the   other 
liquors  to  the  bottom  of  the  re- 
ceiver. 

Oils  may  be  obtained  after  the 
fame  manner  from  ever)'  kind  of 
wood. 

The  retort  may  be  filled  almoft 
up  to  the  neck  with  chips  or  fmall 
pieces  of  box  or  guaiacum,  the  re- 
fufe  of  the  turner.  Lute  on  a  glafs 
receiver,  with  a  pane  made  of  lin- 
feed  meal  and  water  :  fet  the  retort 
on  the  bottom  of  a  deep  iron  pot, 
with  a  little  fand  under  it,  and  fill 
up  the  fpace  betwixt  it  and  the 
fides  of  the  pot,  with  more  fand. 
Apply  at  firfl:  a  gentle  fire,  and  gra- 
dually increafe  it  to  the  utmoft  that 
the  furnace  is  capable  of  giving. 
Particular  care  mull  be  had,  not  to 
raife  the  heat  too  faft  when  the 
firft  reddifh  oil  begins  to  come 
over;    for    at  this  time,    a  large 


quantity  of  elaftic  vapour  is  extri- 
cated from  the  wood,  which,  if  the 
fire  is  urged,  or  if  it  is  not  allowed 
an  exit,  will  burft  the  veffels : 
when  the  diftillation  it  finifhed,  and 
the  veffels  grown  cool,  unlute  the 
receiver,  and  feparate  the  oil  from 
the  acid  liquor :  the  method  of 
performing  this  by  the  funnel,  as 
directed  in  the  firft  of  the  above 
proceffes,  is  as  follows.  Pour  the 
feveral  liquors  into  a  glafs  funnel 
whofe  ftem  is  ftopt  by  the  finger, 
the  ponderous  black  oil  links  low- 
ermoft :  fuffer  this  to  run  out ; 
then  clofe  the  ftem  again,  and 
afterwards  feparate  the  acid  liquor 
from  the  lighter  oil  in  the  fame 
manner.  They  are  more  perfectly 
feparated  by  pouring  them  into  a 
hollow  cone  of  filtering  paper  moi- 
ftened  with  water  and  placed  in  a 
funnel  ;  the  acid  liquor  paffes 
through,  and  the  oil  remains  on 
the  paper. 

The  oils  obtained  by  this  treat- 
ment from  different  woods  and 
plants  are  nearly  of  the  fame  qua- 
lities :  they  have  all  a  very  difa- 
greeable  acrid  tafte,  and  a  burnt 
ftinking  fmell ;  without  any  thing 
of  the  peculiar  flavour,  tafte,  or  vir- 
tues of  the  fubjecl  which  afforded 
them.  By  redifrilling  them  a  number 
of  times  along  with  water,  they 
become  lefs  and  lefs  difagreeable ; 
and  in  this  ftate  have  been  given 
from  ten  to  twenty  drops,  as  ano- 
dynes and  diaphoretics.  Some  have 
entertained  a  very  high  opinion  of 
them  in  epilepfies,  in  hyfteric  and 
fpafmodic  diforders  :  in  thefc  cafes 
they  may  poflibly  be  of  fome  fer- 
vice,  though  their  real  merit  falls 
far  fnort  of   what  is  promifed  of 

them. 
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them.  The  prefent practice  rarely 
employs  thefe  oils  any  otherwife 
than  for  external  purpofes,  as  the 
cleaning  of  foul  bones,  for  the 
tooth-ach,  againft  fome  kinds  of 
cutaneous  eruptions,  old  pains  and 
aches,  and  the  like  ;  and  for  thefe, 
not  very  often. 

OLEUM  LATERITIUM. 
OIL  OF  BRICKS. 

Lond. 
Heat  bicks  red  hot,    and  quench 
them  in  oil  olive,  till  they  have 
foaked  up  all  the  oil :  then  break 
them  into  pieces  fmall  enough  to 
be    conveniently  put  into   a  re- 
tort ;  and  diflil  with  a  fand  heat 
gradually  increafed  :  an  oil  will 
arife,  together  with  a  fpirit,  which 
is  to   be  feparated  from  it  as  in 
the  foregoing  procefs. 
This  preparation  has  bad  a  place 
in    moil  difpenfatories,    under  the 
pompous  names  of  oleum  philofo- 
phorum,  fanctum,  divinum,   bene- 
diclum,  and  others,  as  improper  as 
that  under  which  it  ftands   above. 
It    is    really    oil    olive,    rendered 
ftrongly   empyreumatic    by    heat : 
the  fpirit,  fo  called,  is  no  more  than 
phlegm,  or  water,  tainted  with  the 
burnt    flavour  of  the  oil.     It   has 
been  celebrated  for  fundry  external 
purpofes,  particularly  againfl:  gouty 
and  rheumatic  pains,  deafneis  and 
tingling  of  the  ears,  &c.  and  fome- 
times  likewife  given  inwardly.    But 
common  practice  feems  to  have  now 
entirely  rejected  this  loathfome  re- 
medy ;  and    the    college  of  Edin- 
burgh have  expunged  it  from  their 
book. 

OLEUM  PETROLEI    EARBA- 

DENSIS. 

OIL  OF  BARB  ADO  ES  TAR. 

Lond. 

Diflil  Earhadoes   tar  with  a  fand 

heat  ;  rnd  an  oil  will  arife,  toge- 


ther with  a  fpirit  which  is  to  be 

feparated  from  it. 

This  oil  is  intended  for  the  fame 
purpofes  as  the  foregoing  ones.  It 
is  fomewhat  lefs  difagreeable,  th'o' 
very  acrid  and  ftimulating.  It  is 
remarkable  of  this  oil,  that  when 
placed  againit  the  eye  and  the 
light,  it  appears  of  an  orange  co- 
lour ;  looked  at  in  other  pofitions, 
blue:  by  long  keeping  it  lofes-  this 
property. 

OLEUM    TEREBINTHINJE 
JETHEREUM  ;  &   empyreu- 
maticum  five  BALSAMUM. 
The  ETHER  RAL  OIL  OF  TUR- 
PENTINE, and  the  empyreumatic 
oil  or  BALSAM. 

Lend. 
Diflil  the  effential  oil  of  turpentine 
in  a  retort,  with  a  very  gentle 
fire,  until  what  remains  has  ac- 
quired the  confluence  of  a  bal- 
fam. 

Balfam  of  turpentine  may  like- 
wife  be  obtained  from  the  yellow 
refin  left  after  the  dillillation  of 
the  efl'ential  oil :  upon  diftilling 
this  in  a  retort,  at  firlt  a  portion 
of  thin  oil  arifes,  which  is  to  bd| 
kept  by  itfelf,  and  afterwards  a 
thick  balfam  :  there  remains  in 
the  retort  a  blackifh  relin,  called 
colophony. 

Edith. 
Melt  any  quantity  of  turpentine, 
over  a  gentle  fire,  and  pour  it 
into  a  fflafs  retort,  of  which  it 
may  fill  one  half;  then  lute  on 
a  receiver,  and  diflil  in  a  land 
bath.  Apply  at  firft  a  gentle 
heat,  upon  which  an  acid  fpirit 
will  come  over,  and  on  gradually 
increafing  the  fire,  a  limpid  oil 
commonly  called  ethereal  fpirit 
of  turpentine  ;  at  length,  a  yel- 
low oil  will  arife.  In  the  bot- 
tom of  the  retort,  there  remains 
a  relinous  mals  called  colopho- 
ny ; 
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with  fucceflive  degrees  of  heat  to 
the  higheft,  gives  firft  a  red  oil, 
and  afterwards  a  darker  colour- 
ed one,  which  finks  through  the 
other  liquors  to  the  bottom  of  the 
receiver. 

Thefe  procefTes  are  tedious,  and 
accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of 
danger ;  for  unlefs  the  luting  is 
very  clofe,  fome  of  the  vapour 
will  be  apt  to  get  through,  which, 
if  it  catches  fire,  will  infallibly 
burft  the  veflels.  The  oil  here 
called  etherial  does  not  confidera- 
bly  differ  in  fpecific  gravity,  fmell, 
tafte,  or  medical  qualities,  from 
the  cheaper  one  obtained  by  the 
addition  of  water  in  the  common 
frill :  nor  are  the  empyreumatic  thin 
oil  and  balfam  of  any  great  efteem 
in  pra&ice. 

Fdinb. 
Gum  ammoniacum, 
Caranna, 
Elemi, 
Galbanum, 
Sagapenum, 
Styraxcalamita, 
Liquid  fiorax, 
Tacamahacca,  &c. 
being    diftilled    after    the   fame 
manner  as   turpentine,  yield  an 
acid  liquor  and  an  empyreuma- 
tic oil. 

Jt  is  furprizing  that  thefe  vege- 
table productions  fhould  retain  a 
place  here,  fince  the  ufe  of  their 
empyreumatic  oils  is  generally  ex- 
ploded. Several  of  them  diftilled 
in  an  alembic,  with  a  fuitable  quan- 
tity of  water,  afford  effential  oils 
of  great  fragrancy,  which  might 
undoubtedly  be  appbed  to  good  ufe 
as  medicines,  where  the  original 
rehnous  juice  might  not  be  fo  con- 
venient or  Serviceable. 


OLE! 


JM   COP  AT  WE 
SiTUM. 


COMPO- 
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OF  BALSJM 
OF  COPJIFJ. 
Land. 

Take  two  pounds  of  balfam  of 
Copaiva,  and  four  ounces  of 
gum  guaiacum.  Diflil  them  in 
a  retort,  continuing  the  opera- 
tion till  a  pint  of  oil  is  come 
over. 

This  mixture,  undifHUed,  proves 
a  medicine  of  considerable  efficacy 
in  rheumatic  cafes,  &c.  In  diftil- 
Iation,  the  guaiacum  gives  over 
little,  ferving  chiefly  for  the  fame 
purpofe  that  bricks  do  in  the  oleum 
lateritium.  The  balfam  diftilled  in 
a  retort,  with  or  without  the  gum, 
yields  firft  a  light  coloured  oil,  fmei- 
ling  confiderably  of  the  Subject ; 
this  is  immediately  followed  by  a 
darker  coloured  oil,  and  afterwards 
by  a  blue  one,  both  which  have 
little  other  fmell  than  the  empyreu- 
matic one  that  diPcinguifhes  the  oils 
of  this  clafs  :  their  tafte  is  very  pun- 
gent and  acrimonious.  This  bal- 
fam, diftilled  with  water,  yields 
half  its  weight  or  more  of  an  ele- 
gant effential  oil. 

OLEUM    CER.E. 
OIL  OF  WAX. 
Fdinb. 
Melt  the  wax  with  twice  its  quan- 
tity of  fand,  and  diftil  in  a  retort 
placed   in    a   fand   furnace.    At 
firft  an   acid  liquor  arifes,    and 
afterwards   a  thick  oil,     which 
flicks  in  the  neck  of  the  retort, 
unlefs  it   be  heated  by  applying 
a  live  coal.     This  may  be  recti- 
fied into  a  thin  oil,  by  diltilling 
•  it  Several  times,  without  addition, 
in  a  fand  heat. 

Eoerhave -directs  the  wax,  cut  in 
pieces,  to  be  put  into  the  retort 
firft',  fo  as  to  fill  one  half  of  it ; 
when  as  much  fand  may  be  poured 
thereon  as  will  fill  the  remaining 
half.     This  is  a  neater,  and  much 
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lefs  troublefome  way  than  melting 
the  wax,  and  mixing  it  with  the 
fand  before  they  are  put  into  the 
retort.  The  author  above  mention- 
ed greatly  commends  this  oil  againft 
roughnefs  and  chaps  of  the  fkin, 
and  other  like  purpofes  ;  but  its 
difagreeable  fmell  has  brought  it 
into  difufe. 

BALSAMUM  ANODYNUM, 

vulgo  GUIDONIS. 

The  ANODYNE,    commonly  called 

GUIDO'S  BALSAM. 

Edinb. 


Take  of  Galbanum, 

Tacamahacca,  each  half  a 

pound  ; 
Venice    turpentine,    one 
pound  ; 
Put  them  into    a  retort,   whereof 
they   may   fill   two  thirds,    and 
diftil  with    a  fire    gradually  in- 
creafed.     Separate,  according  to 
art,    the    red     oil     or    balfam, 
from  the  liquor  that  fwims  above 
it. 


Chap. 
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Chapter  VIII. 
SALES    et    SALINA. 

SALTS  and  SALINE  PREPARATIONS. 


NITRUM    PURIFICATUM. 

PURIFIED  NITRE. 

Lond. 

BOIL  nitre  in  water  till  it  is  dif- 
folved ;  filter  the  folution  thro' 
paper ;  and  then,  after  due  eva- 
poration, fet  it  by  in  a  cold  place, 
that  the  nitre  may  moot  into 
cryftals. 

Salts  diffolved  in  water,  concrete 
again,  upon  exhaling  a  part  of  the 
fluid,  into  folid  tranfparent  mattes 
called  cryftals ;  which,  if  the  pro- 
cefs  is  fkilfully  performed,  afTume  a 
regular  figure  peculiar  to  each  par- 
ticular fait :  thus  the  cryftals  of  ni- 
tre refemble  an  hexagonal  prifm, 
thofe  of  common  fait  are  cubical, 
whilft  fal  ammoniac  fhoots  into  thin 
fibrous  plates  like  feathers.  Differ- 
ent circumftances   in  the  operation 
occafion  a  variation  of  the  cryftals 
from  the  ftandard  figure  :  if  the  e- 
vaporation  is  performed  too  haftily, 
or  continued  too  long ;    if  the  li- 
quor is  fuddenly  removed  from  the 
fire  into  a  cold  place  ;  if  the  cold 
air  is  immediately  admitted  to  it  ; 
if  while  the  cryftals   are-  forming, 
their  mutual  attraction  is  difturbed 
by  making    the  vefifel ;  the  parti- 
cles of  the  diffolved   fait  will  be 
forced    together    irregularly,    and 
form  only  a  confufed  femitranfpa- 
rent  mafs.     The  evaporation  is  ge- 
nerally direfled    to    be   continued 
till   a  faline   pellicle  appears  upon 
the   furface  of  the  liquor :  but  if 
large  2nd  beautiful  cryftals  arc  re- 


quired, this  point  is  fomewhat  too 
late ;  for  if  fo  much  of  the  men- 
ftruum  be  taken  away  that  the  fait 
thus  begins  to  concrete  in  the  de- 
gree of  heat  ufually  employed  in 
evaporation,  it  will,  when  remov- 
ed into  a  colder  place,  run  haftily 
and  irregularly  together.  The  beft 
mark  of  the  evaporation  being  car- 
ried to  a  fufficient  length  is,  that 
fome  of  the  liquor,  being  dropt  up- 
on a  cold  glafs  plate,  difcover  fmall 
cryftalline  threads.  — Thefe  obfer- 
vations  are  applicable  to  all  the 
falts  in  this  chapter,  where  cryftal- 
lization  is  required. 

If  different  falts  be  diffolved  in 
the  fame  parcel  of  water,  that  which 
is  the  moft  difficult  of  folution,  or 
requires  the  largeft  quantity  of  the 
fluid  to  keep  it  diffolved,  will  cry- 
ftallize  firft.    Thus,  if  a  mixture  of 
tartar,    nitre,    and    common    fait, 
is  diffolved  in   boiling  water,  the 
folution   ftrained,  duly  evaporated, 
and  fet  in  a  cool  place,  the  tartar 
fooh  concretes :  if  this  be  feparated, 
and   the  remaining  liquor  farther 
exhaled,   the  nitre  will   cryftallize 
next,  leaving  the  common  fait  ftill 
diffolved:  by  repeating  the  opera- 
tion a  third  time,  each  of  the  falts 
is  obtained  diftincf.      The  tartar, 
and  in  general  the  fait  obtained  by 
the  firft  cryftallization,  is  perfedtiy 
pure  ;  but   the  nitre  retains   fome 
fmall  admixture  of  the  tartar,  and 
the    common    fait    of  the  nitre ; 
which  they  may  be  purified  from 

by 
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by  again  difTolving  and  cryftallizing 
them  apart.  And  this  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  method  of  purifying,  or 
feparating  different  falts  from  one 
another  by  cryitallization. 

Common  nitre  ufually  contains 
a  coniiderable  proportion  of  fea 
fait,  which  by  this  procefs  is  fepa- 
rated  from  it.  The  cryflals  which 
ihcot  rlrft  are  perfectly  pare :  but 
if  the  remaining  liquors  be  farther 
exhaled,  and  this  repeated  a  fecond 
or  third  time,  the  cryftals  will  be 
fmall,  imperfect,  and  tipt  with  lit- 
tle cubical  glebes  of  fea  fait; 

If  the  liquor  which  is  left  after 
the  cryftallization  of  a  folution  of 
rough  nitre,  be  evaporated  to  a 
dry  fubftance,  and  this  calcined  for 
fome  time  in  a  crucible  ;  there 
will  remain  a  white  powder,  called 
Magnesia  alba.  This  has  been 
celebrated  as  an  excellent  purga- 
tive, in  the  dofe  of  a  dram  or  two  ; 
and  in  (mailer  dofes,  as  an  alterant, 
in  hypochondriacal  and*  other  dis- 
orders. This  medicine  was  for 
fome  time  kept  a  great  fecret,  un- 
der the  names  of  nitrous  panacea, 
count  Palmer  s  ponxders,  il  pol-vere  al- 
ia Romano,  Sec.  till  Hoffman  made 
it  public  in  his  Obfervationes  pby/ico 
chemica.  It  is  however  a  precari- 
ous medicine,  and  by  no  means 
equal  to  the  character  that  has  been 
given  of  it.  lt/is  compofed  of  fome 
of  the  calcareous  earth,  employed 
in  the  elixation  of  the  nitre  (fee  p. 
16&.)  united  with  a  fmall  portion 
of  the  nitrous  and  marine  acids  ; 
the  quantity  of  which  acids  will 
be  different,  according  to  the  de- 
gree and  continuance  of  the  fire 
in  the  calcination.  Neuman  re- 
lates, that  if  common  flaked  lime 
be  moiilened  with  a  little  fpirit  of 
nitre  and  fpirit  of  fait,  and  then 
moderately  calcined,  a  powder  will 
be  obtained,  not  differing  in  any 
fenfible  quality,  or  in  muuc-.ii  vir- 
tus, from  the  magnefia. 


SAL  AMMONIACUS 
PURIFICATUS. 
PURIFIED  SAL  AMMONIAC. 
Lond. 
This  is  purified   by  folution  in  wa- 
ter, filtration  and  cryitallization, 
after  the  manner  above  directed 
for  nitre. 

Here  the  folution  and  filtration 
frees  the  fait  from  fubilances  that 
are  not  of  the  faline  kind  :  and  as 
no  fait  that  we  can  fuppofe  mingled 
with  it  will  diflblve  in  fo  little  wa- 
ter, fuch  falts,  if  it  lhould  have  an 
admixture  of  any,  would  cryftallize 
before  it. 

The  volatility  of  this  fait  affords 
another  method  of  purifying  it: 

FLORES  SALIS 
AMMONIACI. 
FLOWERS  OF 

SAL    AMMOMNIAC. 
Edinb. 
Take    any  convenient  quantity  of 
dry  fal    ammoniac    in    powder ; 
put  it  into  an  earthen  cucurbit, 
and    having    fitted    on    a  blind 
head,  fublime  the  fait  with  a  fire 
gradually  increafed. 
The  heat  made  ufe  of  in  this  pro- 
cefs fhou'd   be  no    greater  than  is 
juil  fuflicient  to  elevate  the  fal  am- 
moniac :  for  in  a  ltrong  fire,   this 
fait  carries    up  with  it   fiibftances 
which  of  themfelves   are  not  vola- 
tile. This  fingle  Sublimation  makes 
no  alteration  in  the  quality  of  the 
fal  ammoniac:  if  often  repeated,  it 
would  contract  a  yellow  tinge,  and 
a  particular  fcent,  which  it  had  not 
before. 

SAL  V1TRIOLI.  [L.~\ 
Cilia  yitrioli.    [£.] 

Purified  nvhtte  <vitrislt 
called 
SALT,  crGILLA 
OF  VITRIOL. 
Difle.lve  white  vitriol  in  warm  wa- 
ter, flier  the  folution,  and  eva- 
porate 
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pprate  it  to  the  confumption  of 
two  thirds  :  fet  the  remainder  in 
a  cold  place,  for  two  days,  to 
fhoot  i  and  afterwards  dry  the 
cryftals  in  the  fun.  The  liquor 
which  remains  after  the  cryftal- 
Kzation,  may  be  farther  evapo- 
rated, and  fet  to  cryftallize  as 
before;  and  this  procefs  repeated, 
Until  no  more  fait  will  (hoot. 
Land. 
Let  a  pound  of  white  vitriol  be 
boiled  in  a  proper  quantity  of 
water,  with  an  ounce  of  the 
ftrong  fpirit  or  oil  of  vitriol,  un- 
til it  is  diffolved.  Then  filter 
the  liquor,  and  after  due  evapo- 
ration, fet  jt  by  in  a  cold  place 
to  cryftallize. 

Solutions  of  white  vitriol  depofite 
on  Handing  a  yellow  ochery  fub- 
ftance  •  which,  if  not  fullered  to 
ieparate  before  the  liquor  is  exhal- 
ed, and  fet  to  flioot,  will  foul  the 
cryftals.  The  addition  of  the  acid 
in  the  fecond  of  the  above  procefles 
effectually  prevents  any  inconve- 
nience of  this  kind,  by  keeping  the 
impure  matter,  which  would  other- 
wife  fubfide,  fufpended.  What 
this  matter  is,  may  be  judged  from 
the  account  which  we  have  given  of 
this  kind  of  vitriol,  in  page  226. 

CRYSTALLI  TARTARL 
CRl'STALS  OF  TARTAR. 
Edinb. 
Let  powdered  white  tartar  be  boil- 
ed in  twenty  times  its  quantity  of 
water,  till  perfectly  diffolved ; 
and  the  folution,  whilft  it  con- 
tinues hot,  paused  through  filter- 
ing paper,  and  received  in  3 
wooden  veifel  :  then  expofe  it 
for  a  night  or  longer  to  the  cold 
air,  that  cryftals  may  form  them- 
felves,  and  fhoot  to  the  fides  of 
the  veffel :  the  water  being  now 
poured  off,  the  cryftals  are  to  be 
collected  and  stried  for  ufe. 
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The  filtration  of  the  folution  of 
tartar  through  paper  fucceeds  very 
flowly,  and  unlefs  managed  with  a 
good  deal  of  addrefs,  not  at  all: 
for  as  foon  as  the  boiling  liquor  be- 
gins  to  grow  fenfibly  lefs  hot,  it 
depofites  moft  of  the  tartar  all  over 
the  furface   of  the  paper,    which, 
hinders  the  remainder  from  paffing 
through.    Zwelffer,  in  his  animad- 
verfions  on  this  procefs  in  the  Au- 
guftan  pharmacopoeia,  directs  the 
folution  to  be  clarified  with  whites 
of  eggs,  and  ftrained  only  through 
a  linen  cloth ;  he  likewife  judici- 
oufly  orders  the  veffel  to  be  clofe 
covered,     and    the    cryftallization 
performed  in  a  warm  place:  for  if 
the  folution  be  fuffered  to  cool  very 
faft,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  any  ap- 
pearance of  cryftals ;  the  tartar  will 
inevitably  be  precipitated  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  veffel  in  the  form  of 
fand.     And  indeed,  the  bufinefs  of 
refining  and  cryftallizing  tartar  is 
fo  very  troublefome,  and  requires 
fo  large  an  apparatus,  that  fcarce 
any  of  the   apothecaries,  or  even 
of  the  trading  ehemifts,  are  at  the 
trouble  of  it ;  but  either  import  it 
ready  refined  from  Holland,  or  pur- 
chafe  it  from  fome  people  here  who 
make  it  their   fole  bufinefs.     (See 
the  article  Tartar,  page  216.) 

CREMOR  TARTAR!. 
CREAM  OF  TARTAR. 
Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  folution  of 
tartar,  made  as  in   the  forego- 
ing procefs,  and  paffed  through 
a   filter.     Boil  it  over  the   fire, 
till   a  thick   cuticle  appears  on 
the  furface,  which  is  to  be  taken 
off     with    a     wooden    fkimmer 
bored  full   of  holes  :    continue 
the  boiling    till    a  frefn   cuticle 
arifes,  which  is  to  be  taken  off 
as  the  foregoing,  and  the  ope* 
ration    repeated  till  the  whole 
T  quantity 
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quantity  of  liquor  is  thus  con- 
fumed.     Afterwards  dry  all  the 
cuticles  together  in  the  fun. 
This  procefs  feems  inferted  only 
to  retain  a  name  long  familiar  to 
the  Ihops  ;  for  the  preparation  it- 
felf  in  no  refpeft  differs  from  cry- 
ftals  of  tartar  reduced  to  powder. 

ALUMEN  USTUM. 

BURNT  ALUM. 

Lond. 

Let  alum  be  put  into  an  earthen,  or 

iron  veffel,  and  calcined  as  long 

as  it  bubbles  or  fwells  up. 

Salts  retain  in  cryftallization  a 

confiderable   quantity  of   aqueous 

fluid,  which  by  this  uftion,  as  it  is 

called  (more  properly  exficcation) 

is  diffipated.     Alum   lofes  in  this 

procefs  about  one  fixth  its  weight ; 

and  by  the  lofs  t>f  this  quantity  of 

phlegm,    becomes    proportionably 

ftronger  and  more  acrid,  infomuch 

as  to  be  fometimes  ufed  for  eating 

away  proud  flefh ;   which  it  does 

very  mildly,  but  is  faid  to  have  the 

inconvenience  of  leaving  an  hard- 

nefs  upon  the  part. 

VITRIOLUM  CALCINATUM. 
CALCINED  VITRIOL. 
Lond. 
Let  green  vitriol  be  calcined  in  an 
earthen  veffel,  -with  an  open  fire, 
till  it  becomes  throughly  dry  : 
then   breaking  the  veffel,    take 
out  the  vitriol,  and  fet  it  by  for 
ufe,    well   clofed  from  the  air. 
The  vitriol  is  fufficiently  calci- 
.ned,  if  it  has  acquired  a  red  co- 
lour at  the  fides  and  bottom  of 
the  veffel. 

This  procefs  fucceeds  tolerably 
well  for  fmall  quantities,  but  does 
rot  anfwer  fo  perfectly  for  larger. 
As  the  action  of  the  fire  is  exerted 
firfl:  on  the  external  parts  of  the 
mafs,  thefe  will  be  calcined  firfl:, 
and,  where  the  quantity  is  large, 
•xhibit  the  mark  of  fufficient  calci- 


nation, whilft  the  internal  part  re- 
mains almoft  unchanged :  and  even 
if  the  procefs  is  Hill  farther  conti- 
nued, the  effect  required  will  hot 
be  produced  ;  for  the  outfide  grow- 
ing firfl:  hard,  prevents  the  evapo- 
ration of  the  aqueous  parts  from 
within. 

Edinb. 
Expofe  any  quantity  of  powdered 
green  vitriol,  in  an  unglafed 
earthen  veffel;  to  the  action  of 
a  moderate  fire,  till  it  becomes 
white  ;  keeping  the  matter  con- 
tinually flirring  to  prevent  its 
flicking  to  the  veffel,  and  ac- 
quiring a  ftony  hardnefs.  If  this 
be  urged  with  a  more  vehe- 
ment fire,  it  paffes  into  a  deep 
red  fubftance  called  colcothar  of 
vitriol. 

This  method  is  fufficiently  trou- 
blefome :  for  unlefs  the  heat  be 
very  gentle,  and  the  matter  fpread 
very  thin  over  the  bottom  of  a 
broad  fhallow  veffel,  it  is  almoft 
impoflible  to  avoid  melting  it,  which 
makes  it  adhere  to  the  fides  of 
the  pan,  and  renders  the  previ- 
ous pulverifation  an  ufelefs  labour. 
The  method  ufually  pradtifed  by 
the  chemifts  is,  to  place  a  deep 
earthen  pan,  almoft  filled  with  vi- 
triol, upon  a  gentle  fire ;  the  vi- 
triol foon  liquefies,  and  by  degrees 
incruftates  to  the  fides  of  the  vef- 
fel :  the  fire  may  be  now  increafed 
till  the  aqueous  moifture  feems 
evaporated,  when  the  vitriol  will 
be  found  to  have  concreted  all  into 
one  lump,  of  a  whitilh  colour,  ex- 
cept on  the  outfide  next  the  pan, 
(which  muft  be  broken  to  take  it 
out)  where  it  appears  yellowifh  or 
reddifh,  according  to  the  continu- 
ance and  degree  of  fire.  Jf  the  vi- 
triol be  defired  ftill  farther  de- 
phlegmated,  this  may  be  commo- 
dioufly  effected  by  reducing  the 
mafs  into  a  grofs  powder  (which 
will   now  no  longer   melt)    and 

then 
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then  calcining  it  over  a  ftrong  fire,  in 
a  fhallow  iron  pan,  till  it  has  gain- 
ed the  degree  of  drynefs  required, 
which  may  be  known  from  its  co- 
lour— The  principal  ufe  of  calcined 
vitriol  is  for  the  diftillation  of  the 
fpirit  of  vitriol :  if  employed  for 
this  purpofe  uncalcined,  it  would 
melt  in  the  diftilling  veffel,  and 
running  into  a  lump,  fcarce  give 
out  any  fpirit ;  and  the  little  ob- 
tained would  be  very  weak. 

SALES  ESSENTIALES. 
ESSENTIAL  SALTS. 
Edinb. 
Sal  effentiale  Effentialfalt  of 

Acetofa?,  Sorrel, 

Centaurii  minoris,      Leffer  centaury, 
Cichorii,  Succory, 

Euphrafiae,  Eyelright, 

Fumaria?,  Fumitory, 

Plantaginis,  Plantane, 

Quercus,  Oak, 

and  of  fucb  other  acid,  aujlere, 
ajlringent,  and  bitterifh  plants  as 
contain  but  a  f??iall  quantity  of 
oily  matter. 
Let  the  juices  of  the  refpective 
plants,  depurated  by  reft  and 
decantation  from  the  feces,  be 
evaporated  till  only  one  third  re- 
mains, then  ftrained  through  a 
flannel  bag,  and  exhaled  again 
till  a  pellicle  concretes  upon  the 
furface.  Put  the  liquor  into  a 
glafs  veffel,  and  a  little  oil  olive 
being  poured  upon  the  top,  fet 
it  by  in  a  cellar  till  plenty  of cry - 
ftals  appear  formed  :  thefe  are 
to  be  gently  warned  with  water, 
and  afterwards  dried  for  ufe. 
The  waters  of  thefe  plants, 
which  are  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  be  drawn  over  by  diftillation, 
may  be  obtained  by  diffolving  a 
fuitable  quantity  of  their  effen- 
tial  fait  in  common  water. 
Some  pharmaceutical  writers  di- 
rect the  plants  to  be  gathered  ear- 
ly in  the  morning,  but  this   is   of 


very  little  moment.  In  order,  to 
make  the  fubject  yield  its  juice 
readily,  it  fhould  be  chopt  to 
pieces,  and  well  bruifed  in  a  mar- 
ble mortar,  before  it  is  committed 
to  the  prefs  :  the  magma  which  re- 
mains in  the  bag,  ltill  containing 
no  inconfiderable  quantity  of  faline 
matter,  may  be  advantageoufly 
boiled  in  water,  and  the  decoction 
added  to  the  expreffed  juice.  The 
whole  may  be  afterwards  depurat- 
ed together,  either  by  the  method 
above  directed,  or  by  running  the 
liquor  feveral  times  through  a  linen 
cloth. 

The  evaporation  mould  be  per- 
formed either  in  fhallow  glafs  ba~ 
fons,  or  in  fuch  earthen  ones  as 
are  of  a  compact  clofe  texture  j 
fuch  are  thofe  ufually  called  ftone- 
ware.  The  common  earthen  veffels 
are  fubject  to  have  their  glafing 
corroded,  and  are  fo  extremely  po- 
rous as  readily  to  imbibe  and  re- 
tain a  good  quantity  of  the  liquor  : 
fnetallic  veffels  are  particularly  apt 
to  be  corroded  by  thefe  acid  kinds 
of  juices. 

The  directions  for  the  time  o£ 
discontinuing  the  fecond  evapora- 
tion are  not  fo  eafily  obferved  as 
one  could  wifh.  Thefe  juices  are 
fo  vifcid,  and  abound  fo  much  with 
heterogene  matter,  of  a  quite  dif- 
ferent nature  from  any  thing  faline, 
that  a  pellicle,  or  pure  faline  in- 
cruftation  upon  the  furface  is  in 
vain  expecled.  Boerhaave  there- 
fore, and  the  more  expert  writers 
in  pharmaceutical  chemiftry,  with 
great  judgment,  direct  the  evapo- 
ration of  the  fuperfluous  moifture 
to  be  continued  until  the  matter  has 
acquired  the  confiftence  of  cream, 
If  it  be  now  fuffered  to  ftand  for 
an  hour  or  two  in  a  v/arm  place, 
it  will  notwithstanding  the  former 
depurations,  depofite  a  frefh  fedi- 
ment,  from  which  it  fhould  be 
warily  decanted  before  it  is  put  in-» 
T  2  to 
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to  the  veffel  in  which  it  is  defigned 
to  be  cryftallized. 

Some  recommend  <&n  unglazed 
earthen  veffel,  as  preferable  for 
this  purpofe  to  a  glafs  one  ;  the 
fmoothnefs  of  the  latter  being  fup- 
pofed  to  hinder  the  fait  from  kick- 
ing thereto  ;  whilft  the  juice  eafily 
infinuating  itfelf  into  the  pores  of 
the  former,  has  a  great  advantage 
of  mooting  its  faline  fpicula  to  the 
fides.  Others  flightly  incruftate 
the  fides  and  bottom  of  whatever 
veffel  they  employ,  with  a  certain 
mineral  fait,  which  greatly  difpofes 
the  juice  to  cryftallize,  which  of 
itfelf  it  is  very  averfe  to :  but  as 
this  addition  is,  with  regard  to  its 
medical  virtue,  quite  different  from 
the  fait  here  intended,  we  fcrbear 
to  mention  it. 

The  ufe  of  the  oil  is  to  preferve 
the  juice  uncorrupted,  and  to  pre- 
vent it  from  running  into  fermenta- 
tion or  putrefaction,  during  the 
great  length  of  time  which  this  pro- 
cefs  requires :  as  much  oil  as  will 
fully  cover  the  furface  of  the  li- 
quor, is  fufficient  for  this  purpofe. 
The  warning  of  the  cryftals  is  in- 
tended to  cleanfe  them  from  the 
mucilaginous  feculencies  which  ad- 
here to  them  :  it  ought  to  be  per- 
formed with  the  utmoft  caution,  to 
prevent  any  of  the  fait  itfelf  from 
being  diffolved.  The  liquor  which 
remains  after  the  cryftallization, 
may  be  depurated  by  a  gentle  co- 
lature,  and  after  due  infpiffation 
fet  to  fhoot  again  ;  when  a  farther 
yield  of  cryftals  will  be  obtained. 

The  procefs  for  obtaining  thefe 
falts  is  very  tedious,  infomuch  as 
fcarce  to  be  completed  in  leis  than 
fevcn  or  eight  months  ;  and  the 
quantity  of  fait  which  the  juices 
afford,  is  extremely  fmall  :  hence 
they  are  hardly  ever  made  or  ex- 
pected in  the  mops.  The  chemilts 
have  contrived  feveral  methods  for 
expediting     the    procefs,     among 


which  the  two  following  feern  the 
moft  remarkable. 

Take  any  quantity  of  wormwood, 
carduus  benedidtus,  or  the  like 
plants,  gently  dried  in  the  fhade. 
Pour  thereon  a  fuitable  portion 
of  fpirit  of  wine,  and  digeft 
them  together  with  a  foft  heat, 
till  the  menftruum  has  acquired  a 
green  colour.  This  tincture  is 
to  be  put  into  a  glafs  cucurbit, 
and  diftilled  with  the  heat  of  a 
water-bath,  till  fo  much  of  the 
fpirit  is  come  over,  as  that  the 
remainder  may  be  left  of  the 
confiftence  of  honey.  The  whole 
tieing  now  fuffered  to  remain  un- 
moved till  grown  perfectly  cold, 
beautiful  pyramidal  cryftals  will 
be  found  to  have  fhot  from  the 
fides  of  the  diftilling  veffel  to 
wards  its  centre.  SpieJJius  in 
Mi/cell.  Berolin.  continual,  ii.     p^ 

9<>  92- 

This  gentleman  relates  likewife, 
that  having  made  an  effjnce  (that 
is,  a  faturated  tinfture)  of  elecam- 
pane roots,  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  kept  it  unmoved  for  a  year, 
he  found  a  great  number  of  cry- 
ftals ihot  from  the  bottom  of  the 
glafs  upwards,  of  the  thicknefs  of 
a  quill,  and  about  an  inch  long. — 
The  cryftals  obtained  by  this  me- 
thod are  faid  to  be  of  the  nitrous 
kind,  but  of  a  more  fubtile  tafte 
than  common  nitre,  impreffing  only 
an  agreeable  coolnefs  upon  the 
tongue. 

The  fecond  procefs  is  from  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Stahl : 

Take  wormwood,  brooklime, 
pellitory,  mercury,  foapwort,  or 
any  other  plants  of  the  fame 
kind,  dried  quick  in  a  ftiady 
place.  Cut  the  herb  fmall,  and 
pour  thereon  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  highly  rectified  fpirit  of  wine: 
digeft  them  together  till  the  men- 
ftruum becomes  faturated   with 

the 
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the  oil,  or  refinous  parts  of  the 
plant ;  then  pour  off  the  tinged 
liquor,  add  a  freih  parcel  of  fpi- 
rit,  and  digeft  as  before,  conti- 
nuing to  add  more  of  the  men- 
ilruum,  till  fuch  time  as  it  no 
longer  extracts  any  colour  from 
the  vegetable.  The  plant  thus 
freed  from  its  oily  matter,  is 
to  be  gently  exficcated,  and  boil- 
ed in  water,  till  the  liquor  has 
taken  up  its  faline  parts :  the 
decoction  being  then  paffed  thro' 
3.  .filter,  afterwards  evaporated 
to  a  due  confluence,  and  fet  by 
in  a  cool  place,  will  moot  into 
faline  cryftals,  which,  on  exa- 
mination, prove  manifeftly  ni- 
trous. Stahlii  fund,  chem.  pag.  68. 
it  alibi. 

The  above  proceffes  do  not  very 
well  quadrate  with  each  other : 
how  far  they  anfwer  what  is  ex- 
pedled  from  them,  can  only  be  de- 
termined by  experiments.  The  lat- 
ter appears  well  founded,  and  pof- 
iibly  jaig.ht  be  advantageoufly  ap- 
plied to  Inch  vegetables  as  abound 
v/ith  oil ;  for  oil  fo  engages  and 
retains  the  particles  of  the  falts,  as 
to  prevent  their  uniting  and  form- 
ing cryftals ;  whence,  upon  taking 
it  away,  by  means  of  fpirit  of 
wine,  a  regular  cryftallization  en- 
fues. 

The  virtues  of  thefe  preparations 
have  not  been  fufticiently  determi- 
ned from  experience :  thus  much, 
however,  is  certain,  that  they  do 
not  (as  has  been  fuppofed)  poffefs 
ihofe  of  the  fubjedls  entire.  They 
appear  to  be,  almoft  all  of  them, 
nearly  fimilar,  whatever  plant  they 
were  obtained  from  ;  and  to  be  at 
bottom  no  more  than  a  very  impure 
fpecies  of  volatile  nitre  (that  is,  a 
fait  made  by  faturating  the  fpirit  of 
nitre  with  volatile  alcaline  falts, 
and  cryftallizing  the  liquor.  Thole 
examined  by  the  chemifts  of  the 
French    academy,    deflagrated    in 


277 

the  fire ;  and    triturated  with    fixt 
alcalies,  exhaled  an  urinous  odour. 

SALES  ALCALINI  FIXL 
F1XT  JUCALINE  SALTS. 
Sal  abfinthii 
■Salt  of  vjormixood. 
Edinb. 
Lffit   any  quantity   of  wormwood, 
either  frelh  gathered,   or  mode- 
rately dried,    be  put  into  an  iron 
pan,  and,  with  a  gentle  fire,  re,- 
duced  into  white   afhes.       Boil 
thefe  with  a   fufficient  quantity 
of  fpring  water,  filter  the  liquor, 
and  evaporate  it  till  a  dry  fait  is 
left  behind  :   this   proves  of   a 
brown  colour ;  by  repeated  folu- 
tion,  filtration,   and  infpifTation, 
it  becomes  at  length    pure  and 
white. 

Lond. 
Let  the  afhes  of  wormwood  [which 
the   fhops   are   ufually   fupplied 
with  from  the  country]  be  put 
into  an  iron  pot,  or  any  other 
convenient  veflel  ;  and  kept  red 
hot  over  the  fire  for  fome  hours, 
often   ftirring  them,    that  what 
oily    matter    remains    may    be 
burnt  out.     Then  boil  the  afhes 
in  water,  filter  the  ley  through 
paper,  and  evaporate   it  till   a 
dry  fait  remains ;  which  is  to  be 
kept  in  a  veflel  clofe  ftopt. 
After  the  fame  manner  a  fixt  al- 
caline fait  may  be  prepared  from, 
all  thofe  vegetables  which  yield 
this  kind  of  fait  {/,.]   as  bean 
ftalks,   broom,  &c.  [£.] 
Thefe  falts  are  obtained  to  great- 
er advantage  from  dry  plants  than 
from  green  ones ;    they  muft  not 
however  lie  too  dry,  or  too  old ; 
for  in  fuch  cafe,  they  afford  but  a 
fmall  quantity  of  fait.     The  fire 
fhould  be  fo  managed,  as  that  the 
fubjecl  may  burn  freely,    yet  not 
burft  into  violent  flame:    this  lad 
circumftance  would  greatly  leifen 
the  vield  of  the  fait ;  and  a  very 
T  3  clofe 
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clofe  {"mothering  heat  would  have 
this  effect  in  a  greater  degree ; 
hence  the  alhes  of  charcoal  fcarce 
yield  any  fait,  whilft  the  wood  it 
was  made  from,  if  burnt  at  firft  in 
the  open  air,  affords  a  large  quan- 
tity. 

If  the  afhes  are  not  calcined  after 
the  burning,  a  confiderable  portion 
of  the  oil  of  the  fubjedl  remains  in 
them  unconfumed  :  and  hence  the 
fait  turns  out  impure,  of  a  brown 
colour,  and  fomewhat  faponaceous. 
Tachenius,  Boerhaave,  and  others, 
have  entertained  a  very  high  opi- 
nion of  thefe  oily  falts,  and  endea- 
vour as  much  as  poffible  to  retain 
the  oil  in  them.  They  are  never- 
thelefs  liable  to  a  great  inconve- 
nience, uncertainty  in  point  of 
ftrength,  and  without  promifing  any 
advantage  to  counterbalance  it:  if 
the  common  alcalies  are  required 
to  be  made  milder  and  lefs  acrimo- 
nious (which  is  the  only  point  aimed 
at  in  the  making  of  thefe  medicated 
falts  as  they  are  called)  they  may 
be  occafionally  rendered  fo  by 
fukable  additions. 

Sal  tartan. 

Salt  of  tartar. 

Land. 

Let  any  kind  of  tartar  be  wrapt  up 
in  ftrong  brown  paper,  firft  made 
wet,  or  included  in  a  proper  vef- 
fel, and  expofed  to  the  fire,  that 
its  oil  may  be  burnt  out :  then 
boil  it  in  water,  and  exficcate 
into  a  fait  as  before. 
Edinb. 

Wrap  up  any  quantity  of  white 
tartar  in  wetted  paper,  and  cal- 
cine it  in  a  reverberatory  fur- 
nace till  it  becomes  exceedingly 
white.  Then  diffolve  it  in 
warm  water,  filter  the  folution, 
and  evaporate  it  in  a  clean  iron 
veffel,  till  a  fait  is  left  behind, 
perfectly  dry,  and  white  as 
inow  ;    obferving    towards     the 
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end  of  the  operation  to  kerp 
the  matter  continually  ftirring 
with  an  iron  ladle,  to  prevent 
its  flicking  to  the  bottom  of  the 
veffel. 

If  a  ftronger  fait  of  tartar  is  re- 
quired, let  the  white  fait  be  fu- 
fed  in  a  a  crucible,  with  the  moll 
~  intenfe  degree  of  heat,  and  re- 
verberated for  fome  hours,  till 
it  has  acquired  a  greenifh  or  blue 
colour. 

The  white  and  red  forts  of  tartar 
are  equally  fit  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  fixt  fait ;  the  only  difference 
is,  that  the  white  affords  a  fome- 
what larger  quantity  than  the 
other ;  from  fixteen  ounces,  up- 
wards of  four  may  be  obtained. 
The  ufe  of  the  paper  is  to  prevent 
the  fmaller  pieces  of  the  tartar  from 
dropping  down  into  the  afh  hole, 
through  the  interftices  of  the  coals, 
upon  firft  injecting  it  into  the  fur- 
nace. The  calcination  of  the  fait 
(if  the  tartar  was  fufficiently  burnt 
at  firft)  does  not  increafe  its  ftrength 
fo  much  as  is  fuppofed  :  nor  is  the 
greenifh  or  blue  colour  any  certain 
mark  either  of  its  ftrength,  or  of 
its  having  been  long  expofed  to  a 
vehement  fire :  for  if  the  crucible 
is  perfectly  clean,  clofe  covered, 
and  has  ftood  the  fire  without  crack- 
ing, the  fait  will  turn  out  white, 
tho'  kept  fufed  and  reverberated 
ever  fo  long  ;  whilft,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  flight  accident,  or  dextrous 
management  of  the  procefs,  fhall 
in  a  few  minutes  give  the  fait  the 
colour  admired. 

The  fhops  were  formerly  bur- 
thened  with  a  great  number  of  thefe 
falts,  which  are  now  very  judici- 
ously rejected ;  thofe  here  retained 
being  abundantly  fufficient  to  an- 
fwer  all  the  ufeful  purpofes  that 
can  be  expected  from  thefe  kinds 
of  preparations.  All  fixt  alcaline 
falts,  from  whatever  vegetable  they 
may  be  obtained,  are  nearly  oue 

and 
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and  the  fame  thing,  and  not  diflin- 
guilhable  from  each  other,  at  leaft 
in  their  effects  as  medicines  :  and 
hence  the  college  of  London,  in 
moft  of  the  compofitions  wherein 
thefe  forts  of  falts  are  ingredients, 
allow  any  fixt  alcaline  fait  to  be 
made  ufe  of. 

Some  differences  indeed  are  ob- 
ferved  in  them  as  ufually  prepared  ; 
but  thefe  depend  entirely  upon  the 
manner   in  which  the  procefs   for 
obtaining  them  is  conducted,  and 
not  on  their  being  produced  from 
different  vegetables.    Thus  a  varia- 
tion in  the  heat  by  which  the  plant 
is  burnt  or  calcined,    occafions  a 
difference  in  the  acrimony  of  the 
produce:  the  more  vehement  and 
lafting  the  fire  (to  a  certain  degree) 
the  more  acrid  is  the  fait.      The 
circumftances  of  applying  the  wa- 
ter hot  or  cold  to  the  afhes,  like- 
wife  make  a  confiderable  variation : 
boiling  water  takes  up  more  of  the 
earthy  parts  (and  of  the  oily  ones, 
if   any  remain  unconfumed)  than 
cold  water :  and  likewife  a  kind  of 
neutral  fait,  of  a  quite  different  na- 
ture from  alcaline  ones,  though  fre- 
quently found  among  the  afhes  of 
vegetables,  efpecially  fuch  as  have 
been  expofed  for  fome  time  to  the 
air  :  whilft  cold  water  extradls  from 
them  only  the  pure  alcaline  fait, 
unlefs  it  be  ufed   in  too  large  a 
quantity,  or   fuffered  to  ftand  too 
long  upon  them. 

Thefe  falts  have  an  acrimonious 
fiery  tafte.  They  render  vegetable 
oils  and  refins,  and  animal  fats, 
foluble  in  water ;  and  liquefy  all 
the  animal  juices,  except  milk. 
Taken  into  the  body,  they  ftimu- 
late  and  deterge  the  folids,  atte- 
nuate the  fluids,  diffolve  vifcid  te- 
nacious matter;  and  by  thefe 
means,  open  obftru&ions  of  the 
veffels,  and  promote  all  the  natu- 
ral fecretions.  A  dilute  folution 
of  them  drank  in  bed,  generally 
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excites  a  copious  fweat :  by  walk- 
ing in  the  cool  air,  its  aftion 
is  determined  to  the  kidneys :  taken 
for  fome  time  in  proper  dofes,  it 
proves  an  excellent  remedy  for 
coftivenefs,  efpecially  if  a  few 
grains  of  aloes  be  occafionally  in- 
terpofed  :  this  medicine  has  an  ad- 
vantage above  all  the  other  pur- 
gatives and  laxatives,  that  when 
the  complaint  is  once  removed,  it 
is  not  apt  to  return  again.  Thefe 
falts  are  moft  ferviceable  in  cold 
phlegmatic  habits,  and  where  aci- 
dities abound  in  the  primse  viae : 
they  powerfully  abforb  acids,  and 
unite  with  them  into  mildly  aperi- 
ent neutral  falts.  In  a  colliquated 
acrimonious  ftate  of  the  fluids, 
where  there  is  any  inflammation, 
or  a  tendency  to  putrefcence,  they 
are  manifeftly  prejudicial.  —  The 
dofe  of  thefe  falts  is  from  two  or 
three  grains  to  a  dram  or  more. 

LIXIVIUM  TARTARI.  [Z.] 

Liquamen  falis  tartari  vulgo  oleum 
tartari  per  deliquium.  [£.] 

LET  OF  TJRTJR, 

or  oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium. 

Land. 

Let  tartar,   calcined  to  whitenefs, 

be  fet  by  in  a  moift  place  that  it 

may  liquefy. 

Here  only  the  faline  part  of  the 

afhes  of  the  tartar  liquefies :  it  is 

very  difficult  to  feparate  this  from 

the  remaining  earth. 

Edinb. 

Put  any  quantity  of  fait  of  tartar  in 

a  flat  glafs  difh,  and  expofe  it  to 

the  air,  for  fome  days,  in  a  moift 

place  :  it  will  run  into  a  liquor, 

which    is    either  to  be  filtered 

through     paper,    or    feparated 

from  the  feces  by  decantation.— 

The   higher  the   fait  has  been 

calcined,  the  more  readily  will 

it  relent  in  the  air. 

The   folutions  of  fixt   alcaline 

T  4  falts 
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falts,  efFe&ed  by  expofmg  them  to 
a  moift  air,  are  generally  looked 
upon  as  purer  than  thofe  made  by 
applying  water  direftly :  for  tho' 
the  fait  be  repeatedly  dilTolved  in 
water,  filtered  and  exficcated,  on 
being  liquefied  by  the  humidity  of 
the  air,  it  will  ftill  depofite  a  por- 
tion of  earthy  matter  :  this  lixi- 
vium contains  nearly  one  part  of 
alcaline  falts,  and  three  of  an  a- 
queous  fluid. 

LIXIVIUM  SAPONARIUM. 
SOAP  £E?S.' 

Land. 
Take  equal  weights  of  Ruffia  pot- 
ato and  quicklime.      Gradually 
fprinkle  on  them  as  much  water 
as  will  flake  the  lime  ;  then  pour 
on    more    water,    Sirring    the 
whole  together,     that    the    fait 
may   be  diflblved  :    let  the  ley 
fettle,  pour  it  off  into   another 
veffel,    and  if  there  is  o'ecafion 
filter  it.      A  wine  pint   of  this 
ley,  meafured  with  the  greater! 
exaftnefs,    ought  to  weigh  juft 
fixteen    ounces.      If  it    proves 
heavier,  Tor  every  dram  that  it 
exceeds  this  weight,  add  to  each 
pint  of  the  liquor  an  ounce  and 
an  half  of  water  by  meafure  :  if 
lighter,  boil  it  till  the  like  quan- 
tity is  wafted,  or  pour  it  upon 
freto  lime  and  atoes. 
Quicklime  greatly  increafes  the 
ftrength  of  alcaline  falts ;  and  hence 
this  ley  is  much  more  acrimonious, 
and  acls  more  powerfully  as  a  men- 
ftruum   on  oils,  fats,  &c.    than    a 
folution  of  the  potato  alone  ;   the 
lime  toould  be   ufed  freto  from  the 
kiln  ;   by    long   keeping, .  even    in 
clofe  vends,  it  lofes  of  its  ftrength  : 
fuch  fnouid  be  made  choice  of  as 
is    throughly    burnt     or    calcined;, 
which  may   be  known  by  it:;  com- 
parative ILghinefs.     All  the  iuftrn- 
mentr.  employed    in    this    proceis 
'{hc-uld  be  «ither  of  vvooo',  carjlien 


ware,  or  glafs:  the  common  me- 
tallic ones  would  be  corroded  by 
the  ley,  {o  as  either  to  difcolour, 
or  communicate  difagreeable  quali- 
ties' to  it.  The  liquor  is  molt 
conveniently  weighed  in  a  narrow- 
necked  glais  bottle,  of  fuch  a  fize 
that '  the  meafure'  of  a  wine  pint 
may  arife  fome  height  into  its 
neck,  the  place  being  marked  witli 
a  diamond.  A  pint  of  the  com- 
mon leys  of  our  foft  foap  makers 
weighs  more  than  fixteen  ounces : 
Dr.  Pemberton  obferves,  that  their 
ley  will  be  reduced  to  the  ftandard, 
here  prOpofed,  by  mixing  it  with 
fomething  lefs  than  an  equal  mea- 
fure of  water. 

SAPO  AMYGDALINUS. 
JLMOND  SOAP. 
Lond. 
Take  any  quantity  of  freto  drawn 
oil  of  almonds,  and  thrice  its 
quantity  by  meafure  of  the  fore- 
going foap  leys.  Digeft  them 
together  in  fuch  a  heat  that 
they  may  but  juft  boil  or  fim- 
mer,  and  in  a  few  hours  they 
will  unite  :  after  which,  the  li- 
quor, in  boiling,  will  foon  be- 
come ropy,  and  in  good  mea- 
fure transparent ;  a  little  of  it 
fufrered  to  cool,  will  appear  like 
gelly.  When  this  happens,  throw 
in  by  little  and  little  fome  com- 
mon fait,  till  the  boiling  liquor 
loTes  "iis'ropinefs  j  and  continue 
the  coction,  till,  on  receiving 
fome  drops  on  a  tile,  the  foap 
is  found  to  coagulate,  and  the 
water  freely  feparates  from  it. 
The  fire  being  then  removed, 
the  foap  will  gradually  arife  to 
the  furface  of  the  liquor  :  take 
it  off  before  it  grows  cold,  and 
put  it  into  a'  wooden  mould  or 
frame,  which  lias  a  cloth  for  its 
bottom  ;  afterwards  take  out 
tlte  foap,  and  fet  it  by  till  fuf- 
Jiciehtly  dried. 

After 
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After  the  fame  manner,  a  foap 
may  likewife  be  made  with  oil 
olive  ;  but  the  pureft  oil  muft 
be  ufed,  that  the  foap  may  be  as 
little  ungrateful  as  poffible  either 
to  the  palate  or  ftomach. 
This  proeefs  is  fo  fully  defcribed, 
as  to  render  any  farther  directions 
unneceffary  :  it  is  not  however  to 
be  expected,  that  the  apothecary 
will  be  able  to  prepare  this  medi- 
cine better  than  the  foap-boiler; 
fince  it  is  fcarce  poflible  to  make 
fmall  quantities  in  fuch  perfection 
as  largerones.  The  general  virtues 
of  foups  have  been  already  deli- 
vered in  page  199  :  that  prepared 
after  this'  manner  is  not  different 
an  quality  from  the  firft  fort  there 
mentioned.  The  ftrength  of  foaps 
varies  confiderably  with  their  age, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  kept  :  frefh  foap,  though  ap- 
parently of  a  good  confiftence, 
lofes  upon  being  throughly  dried, 
near  one  third  its  weight ;  the 
whole  of  which  lofs  is  mere  water; 
a  circumftance  to  be  particularly 
attended  to,  in  the  exhibition  of 
this  medicine.  If  the  exficcation 
is  performed  by  expofing  the  foap 
for  a  length  of  time  to  the  air,  it 
will  imbibe  a  portion  of  the  acid 
floating  therein  ;  which  will  unite 
with  a  part  of  the  alcaline  fait  of 
the  foap  into  a  fubftance  of  a  quite 
different  kind,  diflbdging  a  propor- 
tionable quantity  of*  the  oil  :  hence, 
if  foap  which  has  lien  long  in  the 
"air,  be  employed  for  medicinal 
purpofes,  the  external  coat  fnould 
be  Ihaved  off". 

Soap  is  decompounded  (or  the 
alcaline  fait  and  oil,  of  which  ic  is 
'compofed,  feparated  from  one  an- 
other) by  all  acids ;  and  hence  it 
does  not  lather  with  waters  that 
are  in  the  leaft  faline.  In  pure 
water,  it  diffblv.es  into  a  milky  li- 
quor, which  on  dropping  in  fome 
oil  of  vitriol  forms  a  kind  of  coa- 


gulum  :  on  adding  more  of  the 
acid,  the  liquor  becomes  clear,  the 
oil  of  the  foap  arifes  to  the  furface, 
its  alcali  uniting  with  the  acid, 
and  forming  faline  concretions  at 
the  bottom.  The  oil,  carefully 
collected  proves  remarkably  purer 
than  when  it  firft  entered  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  foap  ;  and,  like 
the  effential  oils  of  vegetables,  dif- 
folves  in  fpirit  of  wine  :  it  may 
poffibly  be  applicable  to  ufeful  pur- 
pofes in  medicine,  as  being  freed 
from  its  groffer  matter,  extremely 
pure,  and  void  of  the  pungency  of 
effential  oils. 

Soap  diffblves  likewife,  but  in 
fmall  quantity,  in  pure  fpirit  of 
wine  :  it  is  remarkable  of  this  fo- 
lution,  that  if  expofed  to  a  degree 
of  cold,  a  very  little  greater  than 
that  in  which  water  begins  to  freeze, 
it  congeals  into  a  folid,  extremely 
pellucid  mafs. 

The  proper  menftruum  of  foap 
is  a  proper  fpirit  freed  from  acid ; 
this  diffblves  it  the  moft  perfectly, 
and  in  greateft  quantity ;  three 
ounces  will  take  up  one  or  more  j 
and  in  this  form  foap  may,  in  fome 
cafes,  be  conveniently  exhibited. 

"  SAPO  PURIFICATUS. 
PURIFIED  SOAP. 
Slice  one  pound  of  dry,  hard,  Ge- 
noa, Alicant,  or  any  other  oil- 
foap,  into  a  clean  pewter  veffel, 
and  pour  upon  it  two  gallons  of 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine.  Place 
the  veffel  in  a  water  bath,  and 
apply  fuch  a  degree  of  heat  as 
may  make  the  fpirit  boil,  when 
it  will  foon  diffolve  the  foap. 
Let  the  veffel  ftand  clofe  cover- 
ed, in  a  warm  place,  till  the  li- 
quor has  grown  perfectly  clear ; 
if  any  oily  matter  fwim  upon 
the  furface,  carefully  fcum  it  off. 
Then  decant  the  limpid  liquor 
from  the  feces,  and  diftil  off 
from  it  all  the  fpirit  that  will 
arife 
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arife  in  the  heat  of  a  water-bath. 
Expofe  the  remainder  to  a^  dry- 
air  for  a  few  days,  and  it  will 
become  a  white,  opake,  and 
fomewhat  friable  mafs."  Prali. 
chem. 

Soap  thus  purified  has  little  or 
no  fmell,  and  proves  upon  exami- 
nation, not  in  any  degree  acrimo- 
nious, but  quite  mild  and  foft,  and 
confequently  well  fitted  for  medici- 
nal purpofes. 

SAPO  TARTAREUS. 
SOAP  OF  TARTAR. 
Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  fait  of  tartar, 
very  well  calcined  and  reduced 
into  powder  whilft  hot  :  imme- 
diately pour  upon  it,  in  a  broad 
glafs  velTel,  twice  its  quantity  of 
oil  of  turpentine  ;  and  let  them 
ftand  together  in  a  cellar  for  fome 
weeks,  till  the  oil  has  penetrated 
the  fait :  then  add  more  oil  by 
degrees,  till  the  fait  has  abforbed 
thrice  its  own  quantity,  and  both 
appear  united  into  a  foap  ;  which, 
if  the  matter  is  every  day  ftirred, 
will  happen  in  a  month  or  two. 
The  effect   fucceeds    fooner,    if 
the  containing  veffel  be  fixed  to 
the  fail  of  a  windmill,  or  any  o- 
ther  machine  that  turns  round 
with  great  velocity. 
This  tedious  procefs  might    be 
finifhed  in  a  very  little  time,   by 
duly  attending  to  a    circumftance 
which  our  chemifts,  and  the  phar- 
maceutical writers,  have  in  general 
overlooked  j  and  which  many  have 
fuppofed  to    be  a  means  even  of 
preventing  fuccefs.     If  the  oil  be 
poured  upon   the    pulverized   fait 
whilft  very  hot,  they  will  imme- 
diately  unite,  with  a  hifiing  noife  j 
and  by  rubbing  for  a  few  minutes 
in  a  hot  mortar,  form  a  truly  fa- 
ponaceous  mafs,  the  medicine  here 
intended.     If  the  fait  is  fuffered  to 
grow  cold  before  the  addition  of 


the  oil,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  unite 
them,  however  long  the  trituration 
be  continued,  without  the  addition 
of  a  little  water,  which  in  this  cafe 
promotes  the  efFedl.  The  regular, 
uniform  motion  above  recommend- 
ed does  not  anfwer  fo  well  as  agi- 
tation or  rubbing  in  a  mortar  ;  the 
different  degrees  of  centrifugal  force 
which  the  oil  and  fait  acquire  when 
moved  circularly,  tending  to  keep 
them  apart.  The  fait  does  not  re- 
tain fo  much  of  the  oil  as  might  be 
expected ;  far  the  greater!:  part  of 
this  volatile  fluid  being  diflipated  in 
the  procefs. 

This  medicine  has  been  greatly 
celebrated  as  a  diuretic,  in  nephri- 
tic complaints,  and  as  a  corrector 
of  certain  vegetable  fubftances,  par- 
ticularly opium:  it  was  for  fome 
time  a  great  fecret  in  the  hands  of 
its  firft  preparer,  Starkey  ;  under 
the  names,  of  philofophic  foap,  the 
vegetable  corrector,  &c.  Its  vir- 
tues, however,  have  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  warranted  by  experience  ; 
nor  is  it  often  met  with  in  the 
prefcriptions  of  the  phyfician,  or 
thefhop  of  the  apothecary. 

LAPIS  SEPTICUS  feu  CAUTE- 
RIUM  POTENTIALE. 

THE  SEPTIC  STONE,  or  PO- 
TENTIAL CAUSTIC. 
Edinb. 

Let  half  a  pound  of  quicklime,  re- 
duced to  powder,  be  put  into  a 
crucible,  and  throughly  cal- 
cined :  then  fprinkle  into  it  the 
fame  quantity  of  potafh,  and 
keep  the  whole  in  a  wind  fur- 
nace, until  the  fait  flows.  Pour 
out  the  mafs  into  an  iron  veffel, 
add  to  it  a  proper  quantity  of 
water,  and  let  them  fleep  together 
for  fome  days  ;  afterwards  filter 
the  liquor,  and  infpiffate  it  to 
the  confidence  of  a  flone. 
This  cauflic   is  troublefome    in 

making,  and  its  ufe  is  likewife  at- 
tended 
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tended  with   fome  inconveniencies 
which  the  following  is  free  from. 

CAUSTICUM    COMMUNE 
FORTIUS. 
The  STRONGER  COMMON 
CAUSTIC. 
Lond. 
Boil  any  quantity  of  the  foap  leys 
above  defcribed,    to  one  fourth 
part :   then,    whilft  it  continues 
boiling,  fome  lime  that  has  been 
kept  for  feveral  months  in  a  glafs 
veflel  ftopt  with  a  cork,  is  to  be 
fprinkled  in  by  little  and  little, 
till  it  has   abforbed  all   the  li- 
quor,   fo  as   to  form  a  kind  of 
parte ;    which  keep  for  ufe  in  a 
veflel  very  clofely  ftopt. 
This  cauftic  is  preferable  to  that 
prepared  from  alcaline  lixivia  with- 
out  the  addition   of  lime  in   fub- 
ftance ;  as  being  lefs  apt  to  liquefy 
upon  the  part  it  is  applied  to,  and 
fpread   farther    than    is    intended. 
The   ufe   of  keeping  the   lime  is, 
fomevvhat  to  abate  its  acrimony. 

CAUSTICUM    COMMUNE 
MITIUS. 
The  MILDER  COMMON 
CAUSTIC. 
Lond. 
'Take  frefh  quicklime  and  foft  foap, 
of  each  equal  parts :   mix  them 
well    together    at  the  time    of 
ufing. 

This  cauftic,  notwithftanding  the 
lime  is  ufed  frefh,  proves  much 
milder  than  the  former ;  the  acri- 
mony of  the  fait  being  here  cover- 
ed by  the  oil  and  tallow  by  which 
it  is  reduced  into  foap. 

SPIRITUS  VITRIOLI  tenuis,  et 
fortis  (oleum  di£tus  E.)  atque 
COLCOTHAR. 

Weak  and  Jlrong  SPIRIT  or  OIL 
OF  VITRIOL,  and  COLCO- 
THAR, 

Lond, 


Let  calcined  vitriol  be  diftilled  in 
earthern  veflels,  with  a  reverbe- 
ratory  fire,  for  three  days  with- 
out intermiffion.  What  remains 
in  the  veflels  is  called  colcothar 
of  vitriol. 

Put  the  diftilled  liquor  into  a 
glafs  retort,  and  place  it  in  a 
fand  furnace  :  the  weak  fpirit 
will  come  over,  the  ftrong  (im- 
properly called  oil  of  vitriol)  re- 
maining behind. 
Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  green  vitriol, 
calcined  to  whitenefs,  and  re- 
duced into  powder,  Fill  there- 
with one  half  of  an  earthen  re- 
tort, place  it  in  a  reverberator/ 
furnace,  fit  on  a  very  large  re- 
ceiver, and  lute  well  the  junc- 
,  tures  :  then  proceed  to  diftilla- 
tion,  gradually  increafing  the  fire 
to  the  utmoft  degree,  which  is 
to  be  kept  up  as  long  as  any  va- 
pours arife. 

The  phlegm,  fpirit  and  oil  (fo 
called)  may  be  feparated  from 
each  other  by  committing  the 
whole  to  diftillation  in  a  retort 
placed  in  a  fand  furnace.  The 
phlegm  will  arife  with  a  fmall 
degree  of  heat,  and  the  fpirit 
with  a  ftronger,  leaving  the  oil 
behind. 

The  vitriol  mould  be  calcined 
till  it  acquires  a  yellowifh  colour 
inclining  to  red ;  if  calcined  only  to 
whitenefs,  it  will  change  in  the  di- 
ftilling  veflels  into  a  hard  compact 
mafs,  from  which  the  due  quantity 
of  acid  can  never  be  obtained, 
though  urged  with  the  moft  vehe- 
ment fire  for  a  great  length  of 
time.  A  retort  is  an  inconvenient 
inftrument  for  performing  the  di- 
ftillation in  :  it  requires  an  extraor- 
dinary expence  of  fuel  and  time  to 
elevate  the  ponderous  acid  of  vi- 
triol, fo  high  as  the  figure  of  this 
veflel  demands  :  the  veflels  ufually 
employed  are  fo  contrived  that  the 
vapour 
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vapour  paffes  out  laterally,  without 
any  afcent ;  thefe  ate  called  long- 
necks  :  the  junctures  of  them  with 
the  receivers  may  be  luted  with 
Windfor  loam  moiftened  with  a  fo- 
lution  of  any  fixt  alcaline  fait,  and 
then  beat  up  with  a  fmall  quantity 
of  horfe-dung.  If  the  fire  is  fufhci- 
ently  ftrong,  the  diftillation  will  be 
ftiimed  in  much  lefs  than  three 
days,  though  vapours  will  not  ceafe 
to  appear  long  after  this  period  : 
when  the  procefs  has  been  conti- 
nued for  a  certain  time,  which 
Boerhaave  limits  to  eighteen  hours, 
the  fpirit  that  arifes  will  not  pay 
the  expence  :  regard  however  muft 
be  had  herein  to  the  fize  of  the 
furnace,  the  quantity  of  vitriol  in 
each  diftilling  veffel,  and  the  de- 
gree of  heat  employed  :  thofe  who 
make  this  commodity  in  quantity, 
continue  the  operation  no  longer, 
than  till  the  fumes  which  ifTue  from 
the  long  necks  at  the  greateft  di- 
stance from  the  fire,  begin  to  lef- 
fen,  and  the  recipients  grow  fome- 
what  clear. 

This  procsfs  is  not  practicable 
to  advantage  without  a  very  large 
apparatus.  Hence  it  is  become  a 
diftinct  branch  of  the  chemical  bu- 
ilnefe  ;  and  considerable  works  have 
been,  erefted  for  it,  in  fuch  parts 
of  the  kingdom  as  fuel  can  be 
rnoft  eafily  procured  in :  fome  of 
the  furnaces  are  fo  large  as  to  con- 
tain an  hundred  earthem  long-necks, 
or  diftilling  veffels,  at  once.  The 
metallic  part  of  the  vitriol,  or  col- 
cothar,  which  remains  after  the  di- 
ftillation, is  ground  down  in  mills, 
edulcorated  with  water,  and  em- 
ployed as  a  pigment:  in  medical 
virtue,  it  is  not  different  from  fome 
cf  the  calces  of  iron  to  be  fpoken 
of  hereafter. 

The  acid  fpirit,  as  it  arifes  in  the 
firft  diftillation,  appears  of  a  dark 
Or  biatkifli  colour,  and  contains  a 


confiderable  portion  of  phlegm.  In 
the  fecond  diftillation,  the  phleg- 
matic parts  arife  firft,  together 
with  the  lighter  acid,  which  are 
kept  apart  under  the  name  of  weak 
fpirit :  at  the  fame  time,  the  re- 
maining ftrong  fpirit,  or  oil  as  it  is 
called,  lofes  its  black  colour,  and 
becomes  clear  ;  and  this  is  the  u- 
fual  mark  for  difcontinuing  the  di- 
ftillation. Methods  of  farther  pu- 
rifying this  acid  for  the  nicer  ufes 
are  defcribed  in  Practical  chemiftry 
page  144. 

The  fpirit  of  vitriol  is  the  moft 
ponderous   of  all  the  liquids  we  are 
acquainted    with  j    .and   the   moft 
powerful  of  the  acids.     If  any  o- 
ther  acid  be  united  with  a  fixt  alca- 
line fait  or  earth ;  upon  the  addi- 
tion qf  the  vitriolic,  fuch  acid  will 
be  diflodged,  and  arife  on  applying 
a  moderate  heat,    leaving  the  vi- 
triolic in  poffeflion  of  the  alcali  ; 
though   without   this    addition,     it 
would  not  yield  to  the  moft  vehe- 
ment fire.     Mixt  with  water,  it  in- 
ftant  y    conceives  great  heat ;    ex- 
■•  ■(..  fo  the  air,  it  imbibes  its  moi- 
ftur.e  and  foon  acquires  a  notable 
increafe  of  weight.     In  medicine, 
it   is    employed   chiefly  as   fubfer- 
vient  to  other  preparations :    it  is 
likewife    not    unfrequently    mixed 
with  juleps   and  the  like  (in    fuch 
quantity  as  will  be  fufHcient  to  give 
the  liquor    an    agreeable    tartnels) 
for  abating  heat,    quenching  thirft. 
and    promoting    the    urinary    dif- 
charge. 

SPIRITUS  SULPHURIS 

per  canipanam. 
SPIRIT  (commonly  called  OIL) 
OF  SULPHUR  by  the  bell. 
Lotid. 
Let  the  fulphur  be  fet  on  fire,  un- 
der a  glafs  veffel  fitted  for  this 
ufe,  called  a  bell ;    and  let  the 
acid  fpirit,  which  trickles  (town 
from 
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from  the  fides  of  the  bell,  be 
received  in  a  glafs  dim  placed 
underneath. 

Edinb, 
Put  any  quantity  of  powdered  ful- 
phur  into  an  earthern  dim  placed 
upon  an  inverted   crucible :    fet 
them   both    together    upon    the 
bottom  of  a  large  earthen  veflel, 
in  a  moift  place  fcreened  from 
the  wind  :    then  kindle  the  ful- 
phur  with  a  red  hot  iron ;    and 
hang  over  it  a  glafs  bell,  at  fuch 
a  diltance   that   the   flame  may 
not   touch   it.      The   vapour   of 
the  fulphur  will  condcnfe  in  the 
bell  by  the  cold,  and  drop  down 
from  its    fides,    like  water,  into 
the  veflel  placed  underneath. 
The   glafs  ufually   employed  by 
the    chemitts    differs     confiderably 
from   the  bell  fhape  :    its   belly  is 
fpherical,  and  has  a  rim  at  the  bot- 
tom turned   inwards  a  little  ;    the 
upper   part   ends   in    a  long   open, 
iiem  :  a  large  receiver,  with  a  hole 
cut  in  its  bottom,  and  a  long  tube 
inferted  into  its  mouth,  would  an- 
fwer  as  well.     If  the  fulphur  hap- 
pens to  burn  dull,  the  glafs  is  taken 
off,  and  the  matter  ftirred  with  an 
iron  wire,  or  a  clean  tobacco  pipe : 
as  it  confumes,  frefa  quantities  are 
fupplied,    till  all    the  fulphur   de- 
flgned   for  this  ufe  is  burnt.     The 
condenfation  of  the  fumes  depends 
in  great  ir.eafure  upon  their  imbib- 
ing   aqueous   moifture  :     hence   in 
wet  weather,     or    a    damp  place, 
the  operation  fucceeds  beft.     In  dry 
weather,  it  is  cuftomary  to  moiften 
the  bell,  by  fnfpending  it  for  a  lit- 
tle time  over  the  fleam  of  boiling 
water. 

Thjs  procefs  is-fufHciently  trou- 
blefome,  and  the  yield  of  acid  fpi- 
rit  obtained  by  it  extremely  fmall  ; 
greatefl  part  of  the  fumes  efcaping 
into  the  air,  partly  at  the  bottom, 
and  partly  through  the  upper  aper- 
ture of  the    bell.     Several   contri- 


vances have  been   made  for  pre- 
venting this  :  one  of  the  beft  com- 
monly known,  is  that  of  Mr.  Lu- 
cas defcribed  in  the  Edinburgh  ef- 
fays ;  who  employs,  inftead  of  the 
bell,  a  large  retort,  having  a  tubu- 
lated receiver  (with  the  pipe  turned 
uppermoft)    adapted  to    its    neck ; 
inltead  of  the  large  aperture  in  the 
bottom  of  the  bell,    a  fmall  one   is 
made  in  the  bottom  of  the  retort : 
and  thus  by  diminifhing  the   aper- 
ture, enlarging  the  capacity  of  the 
veffeis,  and  lengthening  the  paflage 
of  the  fume,    a  confiderably   larger 
quantity  of  the  fumes  are  detained 
than   in  the  common    inftruments. 
The  commentator  on  the  Edinburgh 
difpenfatory  has,  by  a  flight  altera- 
tion in  this  apparatus,    greatly  im- 
proved it :     he  cuts  the  hole  in  the 
flde  of  the  retort,     and  pours  into 
the  bottom   an    ounce  or   two  of 
warm   water,     in    the     middle    of 
which  is  placed  a  fhallow  flone  cup 
containing  the  fulphur.     The  heat 
of  the  burning  fulphur  is  foon  com- 
municated to   the  water,   fo  as  to 
keep  it  continually  riflng  in  fleam  : 
with    this    aqueous    vapour,     the 
fumes  of  the  brimftone  are  effectu- 
ally  blended  as  they  afcend  ;  and 
detained  in   confiderable   quantity, 
in  a  much  lefs  proportion  of  phlegm 
than  when  the   common   methods 
are  purfued  :    for  here,   the  bufmefs 
of  rectification  or  dephlegmation  is 
carrying  on,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  acid  is  collecting. 

This  affair  is  capable  of  being 
much  farther  improved.  In  the 
common  method  by  the  bell,  in 
the  mofl  favourable  circumflances, 
fcarce  above  two  drams  of  acid 
fpirit  are  obtained  from  fixteen 
ounces  of  fulphur ;  by  Lucas's  ap- 
paratus, an  ounce  may  be  obtained 
from  the  fame  quantity  ;  and  by 
the  other,  about  two  ounces-  It 
is  very  certain  however  from  expe- 
riments, that  out  of  fixteen  ounces 

of 
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of  fulphur,  at  leaft  fifteen  ounces 
and  feven  drams  are  pure  acid,  of 
fuch  ftrength  as  to  require  being 
diluted  with  above  an  equal  weight 
of  water,  to  reduce  it  to  the  pitch 
of  common  fpirit  of  fulphur.  It 
follows  therefore,  that  if  we  could 
contrive  a  method  of  burning  ful- 
phur, fo  as  to  preferve  all  the 
fumes,  we  might  obtain  from  it 
near  double  its  own  weight,  of  an 
acid  of  the  ordinary  ftrength. 

The  acid  obtained  from  fulphur 
is  in  all  refpecls  fimilar  to  that  of 
vitriol.  The  acid  of  fulphur,  uni- 
ted with  iron  or  copper,  forms  a 
true  vitriol ;  and  the  acid  of  vitriol, 
combined  with  inflammable  mat- 
ters, produces  fulphur,  not  diftin- 
guilhable  from  pure  common  brim- 
ftone.  The  identity  of  thefe  acids 
is  well  known  to  fome  particular 
perfons,  who,  if  we  are  not  great- 
ly mifinformed,  fupply  us  with 
almoft  all  that  is  now  fold  under 
the  name  of  oil  of  vitriol,  prepar- 
ed from  the  fumes  of  burning 
fulphur. 

SPIRITUS  NITRI  Glanberi. 
Glaubers  SPIRIT  OF  NITRE. 
Lond. 
Take  three  pounds  of  nitre,    and 
one  pound  of  the  ftrong  fpirit, 
or   oil    of    vitriol.     Mix    them 
cautioufly   and  gradually    toge- 
ther,   under    a    chimney  ;     and 
then  diftil,  at  firft  with  a  gentle, 
and  afterwards  with  a    ftronger 
heat. 

Here  the  vitriolic  acid  diflodges 
the  weaker  one  of  nitre,  and  takes 
its  place.  A  pound  of  the  former 
however  is  fcarce  fufHcient  to  ex- 
pel all  the  acid  from  three  pounds 
of  nitre  :  fome  direct  equal  quanti- 
ties of  each.  The  fpirit,  in  both 
cafes,  is  in  quality  the  fame,  the 
difference  in  this  refpecl:  afFecling 
only  the  refiduum  ;  which,  when 
the   larger   proportion    of    acid   is 


employed,  diffolves  readily  in  wa- 
ter, fo  as  to  be  got  out  without 
breaking  the  retort  \  with  the  lef* 
fer,  not ;  the  fmaller  proportion  is 
preferred  above>  left  the  remaining 
fait,  which  is  ufed  in  medicine, 
fhould  prove  too  acid. 

The  acid  of  nitre  is  next  in 
ftrength  to  the  vitriolic,  and  dif- 
lodges all  but  that  from  alcaline  falts 
or  earths.  It  differs  from  all  the 
other  acids  in  deflagrating  with 
inflammable  matters  :  if  a  folution 
of  any  inflammable  fubftance,  as- 
hartfhorn,  &c.  in  this  acid,  be  eva- 
porated, as  foon  as  the  matter  ap- 
proaches to  drynefs,  a  violent  de- 
tonation enfues.  The  chief  ufe  of 
this  acid  is  as  a  menftruum  for 
certain  minerals,  and  as  the  bafis 
of  fome  particular  preparations,  of 
which  hereafter.  It  has  been  given 
likewife  diluted  with  any  conve- 
nient vehicle,  as  a  diuretic,  from 
ten  to  fifty  drops. 

SPIRITUS  SALIS  MARINI 
Glauberi. 
Glauber's  SPIRIT  OF  SEA  SALT, 
Lond. 
Take  two  pounds  of  fea  fait,  and 
the  fame  quantity  of  ftrong  fpirit, 
or  oil  of  vitriol.     Dilute  the  acid 
fpirit  with  a  pint  of  water,    and 
pour  this   mixture  by  little  and 
little  on  the  fait  under  a  chim- 
ney ;  then  diftil,  at  firft  with  a 
gentle,    and   afterwards   with   a 
ftronger  fire. 

Edinb. 
Take  of  fea  fait  dried,  and  pow- 
dered two  pounds ;  of  oil  of  vi- 
triol one  pound ;  and  as  much 
water  as  is  fufHcient  to  diflblve 
the  fait.  Put  them  into  a  glafs 
retort,  and  diftil  in  a  fand  heat 
to  drynefs. 

It  is  not  needful  to  dry  the  fait, 
fince  water  is  afterwards  added  to 
it.  The  oil  of  vitriol  is  molt  con- 
veniently mixed  with  the  water  in 

an 
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ah  earthen  or  flone  ware  veffel ; 
for  unlefs  the  mixture  is  made  ex- 
ceeding flowly,  it  grows  fo  hot  as 
to  endanger  breaking  a  glafs  one. 
When  this  mixture  is  grown  fome- 
what  cool,  it  may  be  poured  upon 
the  fea  fait,  already  placed  in  the 
retort,  taking  great  care  to  avoid 
the  fumes :  inftantly  lute  on  a  re- 
ceiver, and  proceed  to  diftillation. 

The  fpirit  of  fea  fait  is  the 
weakeft  of  the  mineral,  acids,  but 
ftronger  than  any  of  the  vegetable  : 
it  requires  a  greater  fire  to  diftil  it 
than  that  of  nitre,  yet  is  more 
readily  diffipated  by  the  aftion  of 
the  air.  It  is  ufed  chiefly  as  a 
menftruum,  for  the  making  of  o- 
ther  preparations :  fometimes  like- 
wife  it  is  given,  properly  diluted, 
as  an  antiphlogiftic,  aperient,  and 
diuretic,  from  ten  to  fixty  or  fe- 
venty  drops. 

SPIRITUS  SALIS. 
Spirit  of  fait. 
Edinb. 
Take  a  pound  of  fea  fait  through- 
ly  dried,    and   three  pounds  of 
powdered  bricks.     Mix,  and  put 
them  into  an  s  earthen  retort,   of 
fuch   a   fize  that   they   may  fill 
only  one  half  of  it.     Place  the 
retort  in  a  reverberatory  furnace, 
adapt  to  it  a  large  receiver,  and 
lute     well    the    junctures.     Let 
the  fire  be  applied    at  firft  very 
fparingly,     and    afterwards    in- 
creafed  by  degrees,  until  all  the 
-  fpirits  are    driven    over  in    the 
form  of  clouds.     When  the  vef- 
fels   are  grown  cold,    pour   cut 
the  diftilled   liquor  into   a  glafs 
cucurbit,     and     gently     abftracl: 
from  it  the  phlegm,  which  will 
leave  the  fpirit  pure. 
Inftead  of  brickduft,  fome  have 
ufed    bolar   earths    and   clays.     It 
has  been  fuppofed,  that  thefe  fub- 
ftances  aft  by  difcontinuing  and  di- 
viding the  particles  of  the  fait,  fo 


us  to  enable  the  fire  to  expel  the 
fpirit :  if  this  was  true,  glafs  or 
fand  would  prove  equally  fervice- 
able,  and  the  fame  intermedium, 
would  anfwer  as  well  for  a  num- 
ber of  times  as  at  firft ;  the  reverfe 
of  which,  experiments  fhew  to  be 
true.  Brick  earth,  and  other  fub- 
ftances  of  this  kind,  contain  a 
fmall  quantity  of  vitriolic  acid, 
whofe  known  property  it  is  to  dif- 
engage  the  acid  of  fea  fait,  and 
which  is  the  only  part  of  them  of 
ufe  in  this  procefs.  The  quantity 
of  fpirit  therefore,  obtained  by 
thefe  intermedia,  is  only  in  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  acid  con- 
tained in  them,  which  is  extremely 
fmall.  This  has  occafioned  fome 
to  make  ufe  of  vitriol,  as  contain- 
ing a  larger  quantity  of  the  vi- 
triolic acid;  but  though  vitriol  is 
in  this  refpett  greatly  preferable 
to  brickduft,  or  the  argillaceous 
earths ;  yet  in  another,  it  is  found 
lefs  eligible;  its  metallic  part  fo 
ftrongly  adheres  to  the  marine  acid, 
as  to  keep  it  down  after  it  is  fepa- 
rated  from  its  bafis,  or  elfe  arifes 
along  with  it,  and  defiles  the  pro- 
duel.  Thefe  methods  therefore  of 
extracting  the  fpirit  of  fait  have 
been  for  fome  time  laid  afide  ;  the 
foregoing,  in  which  the  pure  vi- 
triolic acid  itfelf  is  ufed,  being  in 
all  refpedls  more  convenient  and 
advantageous. 

AQUA  FORTIS. 

hand. 
Take  nitre  and  green  vitriol  uncal- 
cined,  of  each  three  pounds,  of 
the   fame   vitriol   calcined,    one 
pound  and  an  half.     Mix  them 
well  together,    and  diftil  with  a 
very  ftrong  fire,   as  long  as  any 
red  vapour  arifes. 
Edinb. 
Aqua  fortis  fimplex. 
Single  aqua  fortis. 
Take  two  parts  of  vitriol  calcined 

to 
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to  whitenefs,  and  one  part  of 
powdered  nitre.  Mix  them  very 
well  together,  and  fill  therewith 
an  earthen  retort  to  two  thirds ; 
then  fit  on  a  large  receiver,  and 
proceed  to  diftillation  ;  which  is 
to  be  performed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  directed  for  fpirit  of 
fait. 

The  vitriol  here  is  not  liable  to 
the  inconvenience  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  remark :  it  only  oc- 
casions a  greater  heat  to  be  ne- 
cefiary  than  when  the  pure  vitriolic 
acid  is  ufed,  for  the  acid  of  the  vi- 
triol mull  be  extricated  before  it 
can  ad  on  the  nitre,-  the  fire, 
however,  mull  not  be  extremely 
llrong,  otherwife  fome  of  the  me- 
tallic parts  of  the  vitriol  will  be 
forced  over  along  with  the  nitrous 
acid  :  the  direction  of  throughly 
mixing  the  ingredients  ought  to  be 
well  attended  to,  for  if  this  is 
neglected,  or  but  flightly  perform- 
ed, the  due  quantity  of  acid  will 
not  be  obtained.  The  produce  of 
thefe  proceffes  is  a  fpirit  of  nitre 
containing  fo  much  more  phlegm, 
or  watery  moiflure  than  Glauber's 
fpirit,  as  the  vitriol  employed  in 
its  preparation  does  more  than  an 
equivalent  quantity  of  oil  of  vitriol. 

Aqua  fortis  duplex. 
Double  aquafortis. 
Edinb. 
Take    green    vitriol    calcined     to 
whitenefs,  clay  dried  and  pow- 
dered,   and    powdered  nitre,    of 
each    equal    parts.     Mix    them 
well   together,    and   diftil  in  an 
earthen  retort  as  above. 
This  procefs  has  been  long  re- 
ceived in  the  fhops,  but  is  never- 
thelefs  a  very  unartful  one.     The 
clay,    containing    much    lefs   acid 
than  vitriol,  is  not   near  fo    proper 
an  intermedium.      It    fhould  feem 
therefore  more  eligible  to  omit  the 


firft,  and  increafe  the  quantity  of 
the  latter ;  Which  in  order  to  make 
the  aqua  fortis  of  the  ftrcngth  here 
intended,  fhould  undergo  a  farther 
degree  of  calcination. 

The  great  demand  which  there 
is  in  fundry  bufineffes  for  aqita  for- 
tis, has  occafioned  the  preparation 
of  it  to  become  a  trade  by  itfelf. 
Hence  larger  and  lefs  expenfive  in- 
ftruments  than  thofe  mentioned  a- 
bove,  have  been  contrived.  The 
common  diftilling  ve/Tel  is  a  large 
iron  pot,  with  an  earthen,  orftone- 
ware  ftill-head,  to  which  is  adapt- 
ed a  large  glafs  globe,  or  elfe  a 
jar  made  of  the  fame  kind  of  clay 
as  the  head.  The  workmen  are 
not  at  the  trouble  either  of  drying 
the  vitriol,  or  pounding  the  nitre, 
but  throw  them  both  promifcuouuV 
into  the  pot,  where  the  fire  (which 
is  raifed  to  a  very  high  degree) 
foon  liquefies,  and  mixes  them  to- 
gether. The  aqua  fortis,  prepar- 
ed after  this  manner,  is  extremely 
impure,  and  utterly  unfit  for  many 
purpofes,  fuch  in  particular  are  the 
folution  of  mercury  and  of  filver  : 
the  violence  of  the  fire,  employed 
in  the  operation,  never  fails  to  ele- 
vate fome  of  the  metallic  parts  of 
the  vitriol  ;  the  nitre  is  ufed  rough 
or  unrefined,  which  containing  a 
portion  of  fea  fait,  fends  over  fome 
of  the  marine  along  with  the  ni- 
trous acid  ;  nor  are  the  ingredients 
free  from  bits  of  wood,  or  other 
vegetable  matters,  which  burning 
in  the  procefs  foul  the  fpirit  with 
an  empyreumatic  oil,  giving  it,  at 
the  fame  time,  an  high  colour. 
If  therefore  common  aqua  fortis 
be  employed  in  any  medicinal  pre- 
paration, it  fhould  be  purified  by 
a  careful  re&ification  in  glafs  vei- 
fels,  a  fmall  quantity  of  folution 
of  filver  being  previoufly  added  : 
ifthereisany  marine  acid  in  the 
fpirit,  the  filver  will  detain  it  from 
arifing 
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arifing  a  fecond  time,  and  keep  it 
at  the  bottom  of  the  vefiel  along 
with  the  other  impurities. 
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and  the  aqua  fortis,  is,  as  menftrua 
for  cercain  mineral  fubftances. 


AQUA  FORTIS  COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  A$UA  FORTIS. 

Lo?ld. 

Take  fixteen  ounces  of  aqua  for- 
tis, and  one  dram  of  fea  fait, 
Diftil  them  to  drynefs. 
This  is  defigned  as  a  menftruum 
for  quickfilver,  for  the  preparation 
of  the  red  mercurial   corrofive,  or 
red   precipitate    as    it    is    called ; 
which  the  marine  acid  in  this  com- 
pound   liquor  renders  of  a   more 
fparkling    appearance,    and   more 
beautiful  to  the    eye,    than    when 
made  with  the  nitrous  acid  alone. 

AQUA  REGIA. 
Edmb. 
Put  an  ounce  of  powdered  fal  am- 
moniac into  a  large  cucurbit,  and 
add  to  it,  by  little  and  little  at  a 
time,  four  ounces  of  fpirit  of 
nitre,  or  double  aquafortis.  Let 
them  ftand  together  in  a  fand 
heat,  till  the  fait  is  entirely  dif- 
folved. 

The  glafs  in  which  the  mixture 
is  made  mould  be  placed  under  a 
chimney  (to  carry  up  the  ofFenfive 
vapour)  and  its  orifice  by  no  means 
ftopt  till  fuch  time  as  the  fait  is 
perfectly  difiolved,  and  the  fumes 
ceafe  to  arife  with  impetuofity. 
Thefe  cautions  are  extremely  ne- 
ceffary  if  the  procefs  be  conducted 
according  to  the  directions  above. 
But  if  the  fal  ammoniac,  finely 
powdered,  be  gradually  added  to 
the  acid  fpirit  (which  ought  to  be 
of  a  middle  degree  of  ftrength  be- 
tween fingle  aqua  fortis  and  ilrong 
fpirit  of  nitre)  the  folution  will  pro- 
ceed without  any  inconvenience  : 
and  may  be  finifhed  in  a  reason- 
able compafs  of  time,  provided 
the  mixture  be  now  and  then  fliir- 
red. — The  only  ufe  of  aqua  regia 


ACETUM  DlSTILLATUM,vel 
SFIR1TUS  ACETL 
DISTILLED  VINEGAR,  or 
SPIRIT  OF  FINEGJR. 
Loud. 
Let  vinegar    be   diftilled  with    a 
gentle  heat,  as  long  as  the  drops 
fall  free  from  an  empyreuma. 
If  fome  part  of  the  fpirit  which 
comes  over  firft  be  thrown  away, 
the  reft  will  be  the  ftronger. 
Edinb. 
Put  any  quantity  of  the  bell  vine- 
gar into  a  glazed  earthen  pot,  and 
with  the  gentle  heat  of  a  water 
bath  evaporate  about  one  fourth 
part  of  it  :  then  diftil  the    re-, 
mainder  in  an  alembic,  with  a 
glafs  head,  gradually  increafing 
the  fire,    as  long   as   the   fpirit 
comes  off  clear. 

This  procefs   may  be  performed 
either  in    a   common  ftill  with  a 
condenfmg  head,  or    in  a  retort. 
The  better   kinds  of  wine  vinegar 
mould  be  made  ufe  of :  thofe  made 
from    malt  liquors,   however    fine 
and  clear  they  may  appear  to  be, 
contain  a  large  quantity  of  a  vif- 
cous    fubftance,   as    appears    from 
the  fliminefs  and  ropinefs  to  which 
they  are   very  much  fubject ;  this 
not  only  hinders  the  acid  parts  from 
arifing  freely,  but  likewife  is  very 
apt  to  make  the  vinegar  boil  over 
into  the  recipient,  and  at  the  fame 
time  difpofes   it  to  receive  a  dif- 
agreeable  impreffion  from  the  fire. 
And  indeed,   with  the  bell  kind  of 
vinegar,  if  the  diftillation  be  car- 
ried on  to   any  great  length,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  avoid  an  em- 
pyreuma.      The    bell   method    of 
preventing  this  inconvenience  is,  if 
a  retort   be  made  ufe  of,  to  place 
the    fand    but     a     little    way     up 
its  fides,  and  when  fomewhat  more 
than  half  the  liquor  is  come  over, 
U  19 
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to  pour  on  the  remainder  a  quan- 
tity of  frem  vinegar  equal  to  that 
of  the  liquor  drawn  off:  this  may 
be  repeated  three  or  four  times  ; 
the  vinegar  fppplied  at  each  time 
being  previously  made  hot  ;  the 
addition  of  cold  liquor  would  not 
only  prolong  the  operation,  but 
alfo  endanger  breaking  the  re- 
tort. If  the  common  ftill  is  em- 
ployed, it  fhould  likewife  be  occa- 
iionally  fupplied  with  frefh  vine- 
gar, in  proportion  as  the  fpirit 
runs  off ;  and  this  continued,  until 
the  quantity  of  grofs  matter  in  the 
ftill  is  fo  large,  as  not  to  admit  of 
the  procefs  being  conveniently  car- 
ried farther.  The  head  of  the  ftill, 
and  the  recipient,  ought  to  be  of 
glafs,   or  ftone  ware. 

The  refiduum  of  this  procefs  is 
commonly  thrown  away  as  ufelefs, 
though,  if  fkilfully  managed,  it 
might  be  made  to  turn  to  good  ac- 
count! the  moft  acid  parts  of  the 
vinegar  ftill  remaining  in  it.  Mix- 
ed with  about  three  times  its 
weight  of  fine  dry  fand,  and  com- 
mitted to  diftillation  in  a  retort, 
with  a  well  regulated  fire,  it  yields 
an  exceeding  ftrong  acid  fpirit;  to- 
gether with  an  empyreumatic  oil, 
which  taints  the  fpirit  with  a  dif- 
agreeable  odour.  This  acid  is 
neverthelefs,  without  any  rectifica- 
tion, better  for  fome  purpofes  (as 
a  little  of  it  will  go  a  great  way) 
than  the  pure  fpirit  ;  particularly 
for  making  the  fal  diureticus  of  the 
London  difpenfatory ;  for  there  the 
oily  matter,  on  which  its  ill  flavour 
depends,  is  burnt  out  by  the  calci- 
nation. 

The  fpirit  of  vinegar  is  a  purer 
and  ftronger  acid  than  vinegar  it- 
felf,  with  which  it  agrees  in  other 
refpefts.  The  medical  virtues  of 
thefe  liquors  may  be  feen  in  the 
fedion  of  acids,  page  52,  and  un- 
der the  article  Acetum,  page  67. 
their  principal  difference  from  the 


mineral  acids  confifts  in  their  being 
milder,  lefs  ftimulating,  lefs  diipo- 
fed  to  affect  the  kidneys,  and  pro- 
mote the  urinary  fecretions,  or  to 
coagulate  the  animal  juices.  The 
matter  left  after  the  diftillation, 
though  not  commonly  made  ufe  of 
in  medicine,  would  undoubtedly 
prove  a  ferviceable  detergent,  fa- 
ponaceous  acid ;  and  in  this  light 
it  ftands  recommended  by  Boer- 
haave. 

TART  ARUM  VITRIO- 

LATUM. 
FITRIOLATED  -TARTAR. 

Lojid. 
Diffolve  eight  ounces  of  green  vi- 
triol in  four  pints  of  boiling  wa- 
ter :  and  whilft  the  liquor  conti- 
nues boiling,  throw  into  it  fait 
of  tartar,  or  any  other  alcaline 
fait,  till  no  farther  effervefcence 
arifes  upon  a  frelh  addition ; 
which  generally  happens  when 
four  ounces,  or  a  little  more  of 
the  fait  have  been  ufed.  Filter 
the  liquor  through  paper,  and 
after  due  evaporation  fet  it  by  to 
cryftallize. 

Here  the  acid  of  the  vitriol  for- 
fakes  the  iron  which  it  was  before 
in  poffeflion  of,  to  unite  with  the 
alcaline  fait :  particular  care  ought 
to  be  had  that  the  quantity  of  al- 
cali  be  fufficient  to  fully  faturate 
the  acid,  otherwife  it  will  not  de- 
pofite  all  the  metal.  It  is  conve- 
nient, even  after  the  faturation 
feems,  from  the  effervefcence  ceaf- 
ing,  to  be  compleated,  to  throw  in 
a  little  more  of  the  alcali ;  for  by 
this  means  the  preparation  is  fecu- 
red  from  containing  any  metallic 
matter  ;  whilft  the  fuperfluous 
quantity  of  alcali  can  do  no  preju- 
dice, as  it  remains  uncryftallized. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  although  the 
vitriolic  acid  and  fixt  alcaline  fait 
do  each  readily  unite  with  water, 
and  ftfongly  attract  moilture  even 

from 
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genuine  fait  of  tartar,  but  that  for 
other  purpofes  it  ought  to  be  puri- 
fied from  its  neutral  fait;  the  me- 
thod of  doing  which  is  pointed  out 
by  the  different  folubility  of  the 
two,  already  taken  notice  of. 

Vitriol ated  tartar  is  an  aperient 

neutral  fait.     It  is  fometimes   ex- 

the  fait  will  be  left  upon  the  paper ;     hibited  in  fmall  dofes,  as  a  fcruple, 


from  the  air ;  yet  the  neutral  fait 
refulting  from  a  mixture  of  thefe 
two,  vitriolated  tartar,  is  very  dif- 
ficult of  folution,  and  does  not  re- 
main fufpended  in  cold  water  : 
from  hence  we  are  diretled  to  fil- 
ter the  liquor  in  this  procefs  whilft 
very  hot,  otherwife  great  part  of 


a  circumftance  fufficiently  trouble 
fome. 

Edinb. 
Put  any  quantity  of  oil  of  tartar 
per  deliquium,  into  a  large  glafs 
veffel ;  and  gradually  drop  into 
it   oil  of  vitriol,    diluted    with 
equal  its  quantity  of  warm  wa- 
.  ter,  till  the  effervefcence  ceafes. 
Then  filter  the  liquor,  evaporate 
it  till  a  pellicle  appears  upon  the 
furface,  and  fet  it  by  in  a  cold 
place  to  cryftallize. 
This  is  a  very  elegant,  and  one 
of  the  leaft  troublelbme  ways  of 
making  this  fait.     The  wholefale 
dealers  in  medicine,  however,  have 
long  thrown  both  procefies   afide, 
and  fubftituted    an   article     which 
has  been   almoft    ufelefs    in    their 
ihops,  the  caput  mortuum  of  Glau- 
ber's fpirit  of  nitre.  See  the  follow- 
ing procefs. 

Fixt  alcaline  falts,  expofed  for  a 
length  of  time  to  the  air,  imbibe 
therefrom  (befides  aqueous  moi- 
fture)  a  portion  of  vitriolic  acid, 
fo  as  to  yield  a  pure  vitriolated 
tartar:  hence  a  fait  of  this  kind  is 
frequently  found  among  the  pot- 
afhes  brought  from  abroad.  Some 
have  entertained  a  great  opinion  of 
the  medical  virtues  of  the  vitriolat- 
ed tartar  thus  produced  by  the 
aereal  acid  ;  though  experience 
difcovers  no  difference,  betwixt  it 
and  that  fkilfully  prepared  in  the 
common  way  Ail  the  ufe  we 
would  make  of  this  obfervation  is, 
that  potafh.  as  already  containing 
a  portion  of  the  fait  required,  is  at 
leaft  as  fit  for  this  procefs  as  the 


or  half  a  dram,  for  attenuating  vif- 
cid  juices,  and  promoting  the  fluid 
fecretions:  in  larger  dofes,  it  proves 
a  mild  and  fafe  catharthic. 

NITRUM  VITRIOLATUM. 

VITRIOLATED  NITRE. 

Lond. 

Diffolve  in  warm  water  the  mafs 
which  remains  after  the  diftilla- 
tion  of  Glauber's  fpirit  of  nitre  : 
filter  the  folution  through  paper, 
and  cryftallize  the  fait. 
This  fait  is  very  nearly  one  and 
the   fame    thing   with   the    vitrio- 
lated tartar,  to  which  it  has  been 
frequently  fubftituted.      It  confifts 
of  the  vitriolic  acid,    united   with 
the  bafis  of  nitre,  which  differs  no 
otherwife  from   a  fixt  alcaline  fait, 
than  in  containing  a  minute   ad- 
mixture of  a  calcareous  earth. 

SAL  CATHARTICUS 
GLAUBERI. 
.  The  CATHARTIC  SALT  OF 
GLAUBER,  commonly  called 
SAL  MIRABILE. 
Lond. 
Diffolve  in  warm  water  the  mafs 
which  remains  after  the  diftilla- 
tion  of  fpirit  of  fea  fait  :  filter 
the  folution,   and  cryftallize  the 
fait. 

Edinb. 
If  the  cryftals  (obtained  as  above) 
prove  too  fharp,  diffolve  them 
again  in  v/ater,  filter  the  liquor, 
and  cautioufly  evaporate  it  to 
fuch  a  pirch  only  as  may  difpofe 
the  fait  to  cryftallize. 

U  2  There 
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There  is  no  great  danger  of  the 
cryftals  proving  too  fharp,  even 
when  the  fpirit  of  fait  is  made  with 
the  larger!  proportion  of  oil  of  vi- 
triol directed  under  that  procefs. 
The  liquor  which  remains  after 
the  cryftallization  is  indeed  very- 
acid  ;  and  with  regard  to  this  pre- 
paration, it  is  convenient  it  mould 
be  fo  ;  for  otherwife,  the  cryftals 
will  be  very  fmall,  and  likewife  in 
little  quantity.  Where  a  fufficient 
proportion  of  oil  of  vitriol  has  not 
been  employed  in  the  diftillation  of 
the  fpirit,  it  is  neceflaryto  addfome 
to  the  liquor,  in  order  to  promote 
the  cryftallization  of  the  fait. 

The  title  of  this  fait  exprefies  its 
medical  virtues.  Taken  from  half 
an  ounce  to  an  ounce,  or  more,  it 
proves  a  mild  and  ufeful  purgative ; 
and  in  fmaller  dofes,  largely  dilu- 
ted, a  ferviceable  aperient  and  diu- 
retic. The  mops  frequently  fub- 
ftitute  to  it  the  fal  catharticus  a- 
marus  (fee  page  195.)  which  is 
nearly  of  the  fame  quality,  but 
fomewhat  more  unpleafant,  and,  as 
isfaid,  lefs  mild  in  operation.  They 
are  very  eafily  diftinguiihable  from 
one  another  by  the  different  effect  s 
of  alcaline  falts  upon  them,  as 
mentioned  in  the  page  above  re- 
ferred to. 

SAL  PRUNELLA. 

Edinb. 

Take  two   pounds    of    the  purefl 

nitre,  reduced  to  powder.     Melt 

it  in  a  crucible,  and  fprinkle  into 

it,  by  little  at  a  time,  one  ounce 

.    of  flowers   of  fulphur.      When 

the  deflagration    is    over,    pour 

out  the  melted  fait  upon  a  clean, 

dry,  and  warm  brafs   plate,    fo 

as  to  form  it  into  cakes. 

Thofe  who  prepare   fal  prunell 

in  large  quantities,  make  ufe  of  a 

clean  iron  pot  inltead  of  a  crucible  ; 

and  when  the  nitre  is  melted,    and 

ihe  fulphur   deflagrated,  take   out 


the  fait  with  an  iron  ladle,  and 
pour  it  into  brafs  moulds  kept  for 
this  purpofe.  The  previous  pound- 
ing of  the  nitre,  directed  above, 
may  be  as  well  omitted,  as  occa- 
fioning  a  needlefs  trouble. 

This  preparation  was  formerly 
in  great  efteem,  and  is  fometimes 
Hill  ordered  in  prefcription.  It 
is  neverthelefs  built  upon  an  er- 
roneous foundation,  which  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  nitre  was  purified 
by  the  deflagration  it  undergoes" 
upon  injeding  a  little  fulphur  on 
it  :  from  proper  experiments  it 
appears,  that  the  fulphur  is  fo  far 
from  depurating  the  nitre,  or  tend- 
ing to  its  improvement  as  a  medi- 
cine, that  it  really  alters  fome  part 
of  it  into  a  fait,  which  has  quite 
different  properties  ;  and  therefore, 
as  far  as  fo  little  a  quantity  of 
fulphur  can  go,  alters  it  for  the 
worfe.  Hence  Boerhaave  directs 
the  nitre,  intended  for  making 
fal  prunell,  to  be  purified  after  the 
common  method,  and  then  melted 
by  itfelf,  and  poured  out  into 
moulds.  The  fufion,  here,  brings 
the  fait  into  a  lefs  compafs,  by 
evaporating  the  aqueous  moifture, 
which  has  concreted  with  it  in  its 
cryftallization. 

SAL  POLYCHRESTUM. 

Salt  of  ma?iy  'virtues. 
Edinb. 

Take  powdered  nitre  and  flowers 
of  fulphur,  of  each  equal  parts. 
Mingle  them  well  together,  and 
inject  the  mixture,  by  little  and 
little  at  a  time,  into  an  ignited 
crucible  :  after  the  deflagration 
ceafes,  keep  the  crucible  in  the 
fire  for  an  hour.  The  fait  may 
be  purified  by  diflblving  it  in 
warm  water,  filtering  the  folu- 
tion,  and  exhaling  it  to  dry- 
nefs. 
This  fait  does  not  greatly  differ 

from  fome  that  may  be  afforded  at 
a  cheaper 
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a  cheaper  rate,  as  is  well  known 
in  the  fhops  ;  and  little  deferves 
the  pompous  title  which  the  che- 
mifts  have  given  it.  It  is  compo- 
ied  of  the  acid  of  the  fulphur,  and 
the  alcaline  baits  of  the  nitre. 

SPIRITUS  SALIS  MARINI 
COAGULATUS. 

COAGULATED  SPIRIT  OF 

SEA  SALT. 

Land. 

Drop  into  Glauber's  fpirit  of  fait, 

a  lixivium   of  any  fixt  alcaline 

fait,  till  all  effervefcence  ceafes ; 

then  evaporate  the   mixture   to 

drynefs. 

This  regenerated  fea  fait  (as  it  is 
very  properly  called)  is  entirely 
new  to  books  of  pharmacy,  and 
might  perhaps  have  been  very  well 
fpared  in  this.  It  does  not  differ 
from  common  fait  in  any  property 
which  a  flight  addition  of  the  acid 
fpirit  will  not  give  the  latter.  The 
regenerated  fait  affords  with  the 
vitriolic  acid  a  fal  mirabile,  with 
the  nitrous  a  quadrangular  nitre,  as 
common  fait  does  :  and  again, 
common  fait,  when  reduced  into  a 
like  quadrangular  nitre,  deflagrates 
with  inflammable  matters,  and 
forms  a  pure  and  perfect  alcaline 
fait. — In  the  preparation  of  this 
fait,  the  operator  mull  be  careful 
not  to  exficcate  it  with  too  ftrong  a 
fire  ;  left,  inftead  of  the  acidulated 
fait  here  intended,  he  produce  one 
not  diftinguilhable  from  that  ufed 
at  table. 

SAL  SEDATIVUS. 

Salt  of  borax  called 
SEDATIVE  SALT. 
Put  nine  ounces  of  powdered  bsrax 
into  a  wide-necked  retort ;  pour 
thereon  half  an  ounce  of  water  ; 
and  then  add  two  ounces  of  oil  of 
vitriol.  Place  the  retort  in  a 
proper  furnace,  and  gradually 
jncreafe  the  fire  till   the    veffel 
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becomes  red  hot.  The  fedative 
fait  will  arife  into  the  neck, 
in  form  of  thin  fhining  plates, 
which  are  to  be  fwept  out  with  a 
feather. 

Or, 
DiffoJve   the  borax  in  a  fufHcient 
quantity   of    warm  water,    and 
add  thereto   the  oil    of  vitriol. 
Evaporate  this  mixture,  till  thin 
plates  appear  upon  the  furface ; 
then  fuffer  the  fire  to  decay,   and 
let  the  veffel  ftand'  unmoved  till 
plenty  of  cryitals  are  formed. 
Though    the   vitriolic  acid  has 
been  ufually  directed  in  thisprocefs, 
any    other  will    anfwer    as    well: 
the  matter  which  remains  after  the 
feparation  of  the  fedative  fait,  is, 
when    this    acid    is    employed,   a 
Glauber's   fait ;  when  the   nitrous 
is  made  ufe  of,  a  quadrangular  ni- 
tre ;  when  the  marine,   a  genuine 
fea  fait.     The  fal  fedativus,  united 
with  the  bafis  of  fea  fait  (or  with  an 
alcali,  that  has  been  previoufly  com- 
bined with  the  marine  acid)  recom- 
pofes  borax  again.     This  fait  ap- 
pears to  the  tafte  a  neutral  fait;  but 
examined  with  alcalies  has  the  pro- 
perties of  an  acid,  effervefcing,   u- 
niting,  and  cryftallizing  with  them, 
and  deftroying  their  alcaline  quality. 
It  diffolves  both  in  water  and  in 
fpirit   of  wine;   though   not   very 
readily  in  either.     As  to  its  virtues, 
it  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  mild  anodyne, 
(whence  its  name)  to  calm  the  heat 
of  the  blood  in  burning  fevers,  to 
prevent  or  remove  delirious  fymp- 
toms,  and  allay  fpafmodic  affections, 
whether  hypochondriacal  or  hyile- 
rical,  at  leaft  for  a   time.      The 
dofe  is  from  two  to  twelve  grains, 
in  any  proper  liquor. 

TARTARUM  SOLUBILE.   - 

SOLUBLE   TARTAR. 
Lond. 
Diffolve  a  pound  of  any  fix;t  alca- 
line fait  in  a  gallon  of  boiling 
U  3  water* 
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water  ;  and  gradually  throw  in 
cryftals  of  tartar,  as  long  as  a 
frefh  addition  thereof  railes  any 
effervefcence  \  which  generally 
ceaies  before  three  pounds  of 
the  cryftals  have  been  ufed. 
Then  filter  the  liquor,  and  after 
due  evaporation,  fet  it  by  to  cry- 
ftaliize ;  or  evaporate  it  to  dry- 
nefs,  and  keep  the  remaining  fa- 
line  mafs  for  ufe. 

Edinb. 
£oil  cryftals  of  tartar,  till  they  are 
perfectly  diflblved,  in  ten  times 
their    quantity    of    water  ;    and 
gradually  drop  into  the  folution, 
whilft  it  continues  boiling,   oil  of 
tartar  per  deliquium,  till  the  ef- 
fervefcence   ceafes.       Filter  the 
liquor  whilft  hot,  and  evaporate 
it  till  a  pellicle  appears  on  the 
furface,  that  when  removed  into 
a  cold  place,  it  may  cryftallize. 
Common  white  tartar  is  perhaps 
preferable  for  this  operation  to  iru 
cryftals  ufually  met  with  (fee  the 
article  Tartar,  page  216.)      Its 
impurities  can  here   be  no  objec- 
tion; fmce  it   will    be    fufnciendy 
depurated  by  the  fubfequent  filtra- 
tion. 

The  preparation  of  this  medi- 
cine by  either  of  the  above  methods 
is  very  eafy  ;  though  fome  chemifts 
have  rendered  it  fufHciently  ti  ouble- 
fome  by  a  nicety  that  is  not  at  £11 
wanted.  They  inilft  upon  hitting 
the  very  exact  point  of  faturation 
betwixt  the  alcaline  fait  and  the 
acid  of  the  tartar  ;  and  caution 
the  operator  to  be  extremely  care- 
ful, when  he  comes  near  this 
mark,  left  by  imprudently  adding 
too  large  a  portion  of  either,  he 
render  the  fait  too  acid,  or  too 
alcaline.  If  the  liquor  be  fuffered 
to  cool  a  little  before  it  is  com- 
mitted to  the  filter,  and  then  pro- 
perly exhaled  and  cryftallized,  no 
error  of  this  kind  can  happen, 
though  the  faturation  fhoukl  not  be 


very  exadlly  hit :  for  fince  cryftals 
of  tartar  are  very  difficultly  foluble 
even  in  boiling  wafer,  and  when 
diflblved  therein,  concrete  again 
upon  the  liquors  growing  cold  ;■ 
if  any  more  of  them  has  been  em- 
ployed, than  is  taken  up  by  the  al- 
cali,  this  fuperfluons  quantity  will 
be  left  upon  the  filter  :  and  on  the 
other  hand,  if  too  much  of  the 
alcali  has  been  made  ufe  of,  it 
will  remain  uncryftallized.  The 
cryftallization  of  this  fait  indeed 
cannot  be  efte&ed  without  a  good 
deal  of  trouble :  it  is  therefore 
moft  convenient  to  let  the  acid  fait 
prevail  at  firft,  to  feparate  the  fu- 
perfluous  quantity,  by  fullering 
the  liquor  to  cool  a  little  before  fil- 
tration, and  then  proceed  to  the 
total  evaporation  of  the  aqueous 
fluid,  which  will  leave  behind  it 
the  neutral  fait  required.  The  moft 
proper  veftel  for  this  purpofe  is  a 
glazed  earthen  or  ftone  ware  one  ; 
iron  difcolours  the  fait. 

This  fait  has  long  been  in  efteem 
both  as  a  medicine  as  a  menftruum. 
It  is  a  very  ferviceable,  aperient, 
attenuates  vifcid  juices,  promotes 
the  urinary  fecretion,  and  gently 
loofens  the  belly  :  the  dofe  is  from 
ten  grains  to  a  dram  or  two,  or 
more.  It  is  ai^  ufeful  addition  to 
the  refinous  purgatives,  as  it  pro- 
motes their  action,  and  at  the 
fame  time  prevents  their  griping 
quality. 

SAL  DIURETICUS. 

Loud. 

TARTARUS  RHGENERATUS. 

Edinb. 

The  DIURETIC  SALT,  or 

REGENERATED  TARTAR, 

othemnife  tailed, 

TERRA  FOLIATA  TARTARI. 

Edinb. 
Put  any  quantity  of  dry  fait  of  tar- 
tar,   powdered,     into     a    large 
glafs   veftel ;  and  pour  thereons 

by 
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by  little  and  little,  as  much  di- 
ftilled vinegar,  as  is  neceffary  to 
faturate  it.      Filter  the    liquor, 
and  exhale  it,  over  a  very  gen- 
tle fire,  to  drynefs,   taking  great 
care  that  the  matter  contract  not 
an   empyreuma.      On   the    fait 
which  remains,    pour    as  much 
more  fpirit  of  vinegar  aswillfatu- 
rate  it ;    then   depurate  the   li- 
quor again,  and  carefully  exfic- 
cate  it  into  a  dry  fait. 
If  the  common  alcalies  are  made 
ufe  of  for  this  procefs,  they  fhould 
be  previoufly   purified,  by  folution 
and  cryftallization,   from   the  neu- 
tral fait  which  they  generally  con- 
tain.     The  diftilled  vinegar  mull 
be  perfectly  free  from  any  empy- 
reumatic  taint :  it  is  not  neceffary 
to   dephlegmate  it,  or  throw  away 
the  firft  runnings  in  the  diftillation, 
fmce  thefe  contain  a  portion  of  the 
acid  (the  part  here  wanted)  as  well 
as  the  phlegm. 

It  is  difficult  to  hit  the  point  of 
faturation  betwixt  the  acetous  acid, 
and  the  alcaline  fait.  After  about 
fourteen  parts  of  ftrong  diftilled 
vinegar  have  been  gradually  pour- 
ed upon  one  of  the  fixed  fait,  the 
addition  of  a  little  more  of  the  acid 
will  not  occafion  any  further  effer- 
vefcence  in  the  cold ;  but  if  the 
mixture  be  now  ftrongly  ftirred 
and  well  heated,  the  effervefcence 
will  appear  afrefh  ;  upon  which 
fome  more  vinegar  is  to  be  added,  till 
it  again  ceafes  The  faturation  is 
not  as  yet  complete  ;  for  upon  ex- 
haling the  aqueous  parts,  the  re- 
maining fait  ftdl  effervefces  with 
frefh  vinegar.  When  fo  much  of 
the  acid  has  now  been  added  that 
no  marks  of  fermentation  any 
longer  appear,  a  little  more  of 
the  vinegar  may  be  poured  in  be- 
fore you  proceed  to  the  laft  evapo- 
ration ;  by  this  means,  the  fatu- 
ration of  the  alcali  will  be  Se- 
cured, whilft,  if  the  acid  prevails, 
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the  fuperfiuous  quantity  of  it  will 
exhale. 

The  fait  thus  prepared,  is  of  a 
dark  brown  colour,  a  peculiar,  not 
ungrateful  odour,  a  penetrating, 
faponaceous,  faline  tafte,  in  no  wife 
alcaline  or  acid.  Its  brown  colour, 
and  faponaceous  quality,  proceed 
from  the  oily  parts  of  the  vinegar  ; 
the  depuration  of  the  fait  from 
which,  is  not  in  the  foregoing  pro- 
cefs infilled  on. 

Lond. 
Take  a  pound  of  any  fixt  alcaline 
fait,  and  boil  it,  with  a  very 
gentle  heat,  in  four  or  five  times 
its  weight  of  diftilled  vinegar. 
When  the  fermentation  ceafes, 
add  more  diftilled  vinegar ;  and 
proceed  with  frefh  additions 
thereof,  until  the  vinegar  being 
almofl  evaporated,  frefh  vinegar 
will  no  longer  raife  any  fermen- 
tation ;  which  generally  happens 
by  the  time  that  twenty  pounds 
of  diftilled  vinegar  have  been 
ufed.  Then  flowly  exhale  to 
drynefs. 

Melt  the  remaining  impure  fait 
for  a  little  time,  but  not  too 
long  over,  a  gentle  fire  ;  then 
diffolve  it  in  water,  and  filter 
the  folution  through  paper.  If 
the  melting  has  been  duly  per- 
formed, the  filtered  liquor  will 
be  limpid  and  colourlefs  as  water; 
but  if  otherwife,  of  a  brown  co- 
lour. 

Evaporate  the  limpid  folution, 
with  an  exceeding  gentle  heat, 
in  a  (hallow  glafs  veffel ;  occa- 
sionally Sirring  the  fait  as  it  dries, 
that  its  moifture  may  be  the 
fooner  exhaled.  Afterwards  keep 
it  for  ufe  in  a  veffel  very  clofely 
ftopt ;  for  it  will  liquefy  by  the 
air. 

This  fait  ought  to  be  of  perfect 

whitenefs  ;    and    fhouli     totally 

diffolve  both    in    water    and  in 

U  4  fpirit 
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fpirit  of  wine,  without  leaving 
any  feces.  If  the  fait,  though 
ever  fo  white,  depofites  any  fe- 
ces in  fpirit  of  wine ;  the  whole 
of  it  mull  be  diflblved  in  this 
fpirit,  the  folution  filtered,  and 
exficcated  again. 

We  need  not  here  be  very  folici- 
tous  that  the  vinegar  be  free  from 
an  empyreuma  :  fuch  as  is  very 
confiderably  empyreumatic  (parti- 
cularly the  ftrong  concentrated 
acid  obtained  from  the  caput  mor- 
tmain of  vinegar)  anfwers  as  well 
as  any  other ;  the  oil  in  which  the 
burst  flavour  refides,  being  fepa- 
rated  by  the  depuration  above  di- 
rected. This  purification  is  indeed 
fufficiently  troublefome  :  the  ope- 
rator muft  be  particularly  careful 
in  melting  the  fait,  not  to  ufe  too 
great  a  heat,  or  to  keep  it  liquefied 
too  long ;  a  little  mould  be  occa- 
fionally  taken  out,  and  put  into 
water  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  begins  to 
part  freely  with  its  black  colour, 
the  whole  removed  from  the  fire. 
In  the  laft  drying,  the  heat  muft 
not  be  fo  great  as  to  melt  it ;  other- 
wife  it  will  not  prove  totally  folu- 
ble.  If  the  folution  in  fpirit  of 
wine  be  exficcated,  and  the  re- 
maining fait  liquefied  with  a  very 
foft  fire,  it  gains  the  leafy  appear- 
ance, which  has  procured  it  the 
name  terra  foliata. 

We  fhall  not  take  upon  us  to 
determine  whether  the  pure  or  im- 
pure fait  are  preferable  as  medi- 
cines ;  observing  only,  that  the 
latter  is  more  of  a  faponaceous 
nature,  the  former  more  acrid, 
though  fomewhat  more  agreeable 
to  the  ftomach.  They  are  both 
medicines  of  great  erficacy,  and 
may  be  fo  doled  arid  managed 
as  to  prove  either  mirdy  cathartic, 
or  powerfully  diuretic  :  few  of  the 
faline  iieobitruents  come  up  to 
them  in  virtue.  The  dole  is  from 
half  a  fcrupie  to  a  dram   or  two. 


A  bare  mixture  of  alcaline  fait  and 
vinegar  without  exficcation,  is  not 
perhaps  much  inferior  as  a  medi- 
cine to  the  more  elaborate  fait : 
I  have  known  two  drams  of  the  al- 
cali,  faturated  with  vinegar,  occa^ 
fion  ten  or  twelve  ftools,  in  hydro-: 
pic  cafes,  and  a  plentiful  difcharge 
of  urine,  without  any  inconve- 
nience. 

SPIRITUS  MINDERERI. 
SPIRIT  OF  MINDERERUS. 
Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  the  volatile 
alcaline   fait  of   fal  ammoniac, 
and  gradually  pourupon  itdiftil- 
led  vinegar,  till  the  efFervefcence 
ceafes  \  occafionally  ftirring  the 
mixture,  to  promote  the  attion 
of  the  vinegar  on  the  fait. 
This  neutral  fpirit  has  been  for 
fome    time    held    in    confiderable 
efteem  ;  and  fuccefsfully  employed 
as  a  deobftruent  and  diaphoretic : 
it  may  be  fo  managed  as  to  prove 
powerfully  diuretic ;  and  if  given 
in    a    confiderable     dofe,    gently 
loofens  the  belly.     The  ftrength  of 
this  medicine  greatly  depends  upon 
that  of  the  vinegar  ;  and  therefore 
its  dofe  can  fcarce  be  determined. 

SPIRITUS  VITRIOLI 

DULCIS. 
DULCIFIED  SPIRIT  OF 

VITRIOL. 

Land. 
Take  of  the  ftrong  fpirit  or  oil  of  vi- 
triol, one  pound  ;  of  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint.  Cau- 
tiouily  mix  them  together,  by 
little  and  little  at  a  time;  and 
diftil  the  mixture,  until  a 
black  froth  begins  to  arife :  then 
immediately  remove  the  whole 
from  the  fire,  left  this  froth 
fhould  pafs  over  into  the  reci- 
pient, and  fniftrate  the  ope- 
ration. 

Edinb. 
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Etliuh. 
Take  four  pounds  of  rectified  fpirit 
of  wine,  and  fix  ounces  of  oil 
of  vitriol.  Cautioufly  drop  the 
latter  into  the  former,  by  a  little 
at  a  time ;  digelt  them  together 
for  three  days  ;  and  then  djiftil 
according  to  art. 

The  different  proportions  of  the 
acid  fpirit  to  the  vinous  in  thefe 
proceffes,  make  no  variation  in  the 
quality  of  the  produce,  provided 
the  diftillation  be  duly  conducted. 
The  refidua  indeed  are  confider- 
ably  different  from  one  another : 
that  of  the  firft  is  extremely  acid, 
and  might  be  employed  for  the 
fame  purpofe  again,  and  this  for 
feveral  times  fuccefiively,  inftead 
of  freih  oil  of  vitriol ;  whilft  the 
refiduum  of  the  other  has  but  little 
acidity. 

The  diftillation  mould  be  per- 
formed with  an  equable  and  very 
gentle  heat;  and  not  continued  (o 
long  as  till  a  black  froth  begins  to 
appear  ;  for  before  this  time,  a 
fulphureous  liquor  will  arife,  of  a 
very  different  nature  from  the  fpi- 
rit here  intended.  The  commen- 
tator on  the  Edinburgh  pharmaco- 
poeia defcribes  a  very  convenient 
apparatus  for  this  purpofe.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  put  into  a  retort 
with  a  very  long  neck,  whofe 
body  mould  be  capable  of  con- 
taining at  leaft  four  times  the 
quantity  :  fet  the  retort  on  a  little 
fand)  no  more  than  is  juft  fufficient 
to  keep  it  fteady)  in  a  proper  fur- 
nace ;  and  adapt  to  it  a  large  tu- 
bulated recipient,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  its  pipe  may  convey  the 
matter  which  mail  come  over,  im- 
mediately into  a  vial  placed  under- 
neath :  the  juncture  of  the  retort 
and  recipient,  is  to  be  luted  with 
a  pafte  made  of  linfeed  meal,  and 
farther  fecured  by  a  piece  of  wet 
bladder:  the  lower  juncture  may 
be  clofed  only  with  fome  foft  wax, 
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that  the  vial  may  be  occafionally 
removed  with  eafe.  A  gentle  fire 
being  now  applied,  a  volatile  fpi- 
rit foon  arifes,  and  condenfing  up- 
on the  fides  of  the  recipient,  in 
ftreight  ftriae,  runs  down  into  the 
vial.  After  the  fire  has  been  kept 
up  for  fome  time,  white  vapours 
come  over,  which  form  either  irre- 
gular ftreams,  or  collect  into  large 
round  drops  :  on  the  firft  appear*- 
ance  of  thefe,  the  vial  muft  be 
taken  away.  The  diftilled  liquor 
is  colourlefs  as  water,  very  vola- 
tile, inflammable,  extremely  odo- 
rous, in  tafte  fomewhat  aromatic : 
this  is  the  true  dulcified  fpirit  of 
vitriol. 

If  the  diftillation  be  farther  con- 
tinued (another  vial  being  put  in 
place  of  the  former)  an  acid  liquor 
comes  over,  of  an  exceeding  pun- 
gent fmell,  like  the  fume  of  burn- 
ing fulphur  :  at  length  a  black 
froth  begins  haftily  to  arife,  which 
prevents  our  carrying  the  procefs 
farther.  On  the  furface  of  the  ful- 
phureous fpirit  is  found  fwimming 
a  fmall  quantity  of  OIL,  of  a  light 
yellow  colour,  and  a  ftrong  and  very 
agreeable  fmell.  This  oil  feems  to 
be  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  ef- 
fential  oil  of  vegetables :  it  readily 
and  totally  diffolves  in  rectified  fpi- 
rit of  wine,  and  communicates  to 
fixty  times  its  weight  thereof  the 
fame  tafte  and  fmell  with  the  aro- 
matic or  dulcified  fpirit. 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol  ha? 
been  for  fome  time  greatly  efteem- 
ed  both  as  a  medicine  and  as  a 
menftruum.  Confidered  in  the  firft 
light,  it  promotes  perforation  and 
the  urinary  fecretion,  expels  flatu- 
lencies, and  in  many  cafes  eafes 
pains  and  procures  fleep  :  when 
made  in  perfection,  it  differs  not 
confiderably  from  a  preparation 
which  has  been  celebrated  in  Ger- 
many under  the  name  of  the  mine- 
ral  anodyne  liquor   of  HoiRnan  ; 

tins 


298         The  EngUJb  Difpenfatory  improved.     Part  II. 


this  lafc  being  only  fomewhat  more 
impregnated  with,  the  aromatic  oil 
above  mentioned  :  it  may  be  given, 
in  flatulent  colics,  &c.  from  ten  to 
ninety  drops,  in  any  convenient 
vehicle.  As  a  menftruum,  it  ex- 
tracts elegant  tinctures  from  fundry 
vegetables,  and  diffolves  fome  re- 
finous  matters  that  are  fcarce  acted 
upon  by  fpirit  of  wine  alone.  It 
is  the  bafis  of  VIGANFS  VOLA- 
TILE ELIXIR  OF  VITRIOL, 
a  medicine  which  has  been  in  great 
efleem,  and  was  firft  communicated 
to  the  public  in  the  pharmacopoeia 
reformata :  this  is  prepared  by  di- 
gesting fome  of  the  fpirit  upon  a 
fmall  quantity  of  mint  curioufly 
dried,  till  it  has  acquired  a  green 
colour.  If  the  fpirit,  as  it  frequently 
does,  partakes  too  much  of  the  a- 
cid,  this  colour  will  not  fucceed  : 
in  fuch  cafe,  it  fhculd  be  carefully 
rectified  by  a  fecond  diftillation, 
from  a  fmall  quantity  of  fixt  alca- 
line  fait,  in  the  heat  of  a  water- 
bath.  The  mint  is  moft  commo- 
dioufly  fufpended  in  the  fpirit,  in 
a  fine  linen  cloth  ;  this  prevents  the 
neceffity  of  filtration,  during  which 
the  more  volatile  parts  would  ex- 
hale. 

If  the  dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol 
be  re-diftilled  from  twice  or  thrice 
its  weight  of  water,  and  afterwards 
poured  into  an  equal  quantity  of 
frefh  water,  and  the  whole  well 
ihaken  together  in  a  clofe  veffel ; 
the  liquor  gains  a  milky  appear- 
ance, but  immediately  grows  clear 
again,  throwing  up  to  the  furface 
an  extremely  volatile  inflammable 
fluid,  not  mifcible  with  water  or 
with  any  other  known  liquor.  This 
is  called  by  the  ehemifts  a:ther 
or  ETHEREAL  SPIRIT  OF 
WINE :  it  has  been  hitherto  re- 
garded chiefly  as  a  matter  of  cu- 
riofity,  though  poffibly  applicable 
to  ufeful  purpofes  in  medicine  : 
digefted  in  the  cold, for  about  an 


hour  upon  any  vegetable  fubftances* 
it  extracts  their  eiTences,  or  oils, 
in  which  their  peculiar  virtues  re- 
fide;  thefe  may  be  afterwards  fe- 
parated  from  it  by  the  affufion  of 
water. 

SPIRITUS  NITRI  DULCIS. 
DULCIFIED  SPIRIT  OF 
NITRE. 
Lond. 
Take  a  quart  of  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  half  a  pound  of  Glau- 
ber's fpirit  of  nitre.     Mix  them 
by  pouring  the  nitrous  fpirit  into 
the  other;  and  diflil  with  a  gen- 
tle heat,    as  long  as   the  liquor 
which  comes  over  does  not  raife 
any    effervefcence   with    lixivial 
falts. 

Edinb. 
Put  three  parts  of  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine  into  a  large  bolt-head,  and 
gradually  add  thereto  one  part  of 
fpirit  of  nitre.  Digeft  them  to- 
gether for  two  days  ;  and  then 
diflil  in  a  fand  heat,  according 
to  art ;  taking  care,  towards  the 
end  of  the  operation,  that  the 
retort  break  not  from  too  great  a 
heat. 

Here  the  operator  mud  take  care 
not  to  invert  the  order  of  mixing 
the  two  liquors,  by  pouring  the 
vinous  fpirit  into  the  acid  ;  for  if 
he  fhould,  a  violent  effervefcence 
and  heat  would  enfue,  and  the 
matter  be  difperfed  in  highly  nox- 
ious red  fumes.  The  moft  conve- 
nient and  fafe  method  of  perform- 
ing the  mixture  feems  to  be,  to  put 
the  inflammable  fpirit  into  a  large 
glafs  body  with  a  narrow  mouth, 
placed  under  a  chimney,  and  to 
pour  upon  it  the  acid  by  means  of 
a  glafs  funnel,  in  very  fmall  quan- 
tities at  a  time  ;  fhaking  the  veffel 
as  foon  as  the  effervefcence  enfu- 
ing  upon  each  addition  ceafes,  be- 
fore a  frefh  quantity  is  put  in  :  by 
this  means,  the  glafs  will  heat  e- 
quallyj 
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qually,     and    be    prevented    from 
breaking.     During   the     adtion   of 
the  two   fpirits   upon   one  another, 
the  vefFel  fhould  be  lightly  cover- 
ed;  ifclofe  ftopt,    it    will     burft ; 
and  if  left  entirely   open,    fome  of 
the   more  valuable  parts   will   ex- 
hale.    Lemery   directs  'the  mixture 
to  be  made  in  an  open  veffel ;    by 
which    unfcientifical   procedure   he 
ufually  loft,  as  he  himfelf  obferves, 
half  his  liquor ;    and  the  remainder 
was  not  the  medicine  here  intend- 
ed.    The  liquors  mixed  together, 
fhould   be    fuffered   to   reft   for   at 
leaft  twelve  hours,    that  the  fumes 
may  entirely   fubfide,    and  the  u- 
nion  be  in  fome  meafure  completed. 
The  diftillation  fhould  be  perform- 
ed with  a  very  flow  and  well  re- 
gulated fire  j  otherwife  the  vapour 
will  expand  with  fo  much  force  as 
to  burft  the  vefTels.     Wilfon  feems 
to  have  experienced  the  juftnefs  of 
this   obfervation  ;     and    hence   di- 
rects the  juncture  of.  the  retort  and 
receiver  not   to    be   luted,    or   but 
Jlightly  :    if  a  tubulated   recipient, 
with   its   additional  pipe,    be  made 
ufe   of,     and    the   diftillation   per- 
formed with  the  heat  of  a  water- 
bath,     the    vefTels    may   be    luted 
without  any  danger  :    this  method 
has  likewife  another  advantage,  as 
it  afcertains  the  time  when  the  ope- 
ration  is   finifhed;    examining   the 
diftilled  fpirit  every  now  and  then 
with   acaline   falts    as    dire&ed   a- 
bove,    is  fuffic'iently   troublefome ; 
whilft  in   a   water  bath,    we   may 
fafely  draw  over  all  that  will  arife, 
for  this  heat  will  elevate  no  more  of 
the  acid  than  what  is  dulcified  by 
the  vinous  ipirit. 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre  has  been 
long  held,  and  not  undefervedly, 
in  great  efteem.  It  quenches  thirft, 
promotes  the  natural  fecretions,  ex- 
pels flatulencies,  and  moderately 
ftrengthens  the  ftomach  :  it  may  be 
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given  from  twenty  drops  to  a  dram, 
in  any  convenient  vehicle.  Mixed 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fpirit  of 
hartfhorn,  the  fpiritus  volatiiis  aro- 
maticus,  or  any  other  alcaline  fpi- 
rit, it  proves  a  mild  yet  efficacious" 
diaphoretic,  and  often  notably  diu- 
retic ;  efpecially  in  fome  febrile 
cafes  where  fuch  a  falutary  evacua- 
tion is  wanted.  A  fmall  propor- 
tion of  this  fpirit  added  to  malt  fpi- 
rits, gives  them  a  flavour  approach- 
ing to  that  of  French  brandy. 

SPIRITUS  SALIS  DULCIS. 
DULCIFIED  SPIRIT  OF  SALT. 
Edinb. 
This  is   made  with  fpirit  of  fait, 
after  the  fame  manner  as  dulci- 
fied fpirit  of  nitre. 
The  dulcification  of  the  fpirit  of 
fait  does  not  fucceed  fo  perfectly, 
as  that  of  the  two  foregoing  acids, 
only  a  minute  portion  of  it  uniting 
with  the  fpirit  of  wine,  and  unlefs 
the    procefs   is  fkilfully    managed, 
fcarce  any.     Some  have  held  this 
fpirit  in  great  efteem  againft  weak- 
nefs  of  the  ftomach,  indigeftion,  and 
the  like,  following  from  hard  drink- 
ing ;  at  prefent,  it  is  not  often  made 
ufe  of,  or  kept  in  the  fhops. 

SPIRITUS,   SAL,   ET  OLEUM 

SUCCINL 
SPIRIT,  SALT,   AND  OIL  OF 
AMBER. 
Land. 
Diftil  amber  in  a  fand  heat  gradu- 
ally increafed :    there  will  come 
over  a  fpirit,  an  oil,  and  a  fait 
fouled  with  the  oil. 
The  oil  diftilled  again  by  itfelf, 
is  divided  into  a  thinner  oil  which' 
arifes ;    and  a  thicker  pa, :   that 
remains  behind,  called  baium  of 
amber. 

The  fait  is  to  be  boiled  in  the 
diftilled  fpirit,  or  in  common 
\vater,  and  fet  to  cryftallize ;  by 
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this  means  it  is  freed  from  its 
adhering  oil.     The    oftner   this 
is  repeated,  the  purer  it  will  be. 
Edinb. 
]A\x  powdered  white  amber  with 
thrice  its  weight  of  clean  fand, 
and  put  them  into  a  glafs  retort, 
of  which  the  mixture    may  fill 
one  half:  then  adapt  a  large  re- 
ceiver, and  diftil  in  a  fand  fur- 
nace,   with  a  fire  gradually  in- 
creafed.     At    firft   a   fpirit    will 
come  over,    with   fome   yellow 
oil ;  then  more  yellow  oil,  along 
with  a  little  fait ;  and  upon  rai- 
ling the  heat,  more  of  the  fait, 
with  a  reddifh  coloured  oil. 
When  the  diftillation  is  finifhed, 
empty  the  liquor  out  of  the  re- 
ceiver ;  and  having  collected  to- 
gether the  fait  which  adheres  to 
the  fides,  dry  it  by  gentle  pref- 
fure  between  the  folds  of  fome 
fpongy  paper. 

The  oil  may  be  feparated  from 
the  fpirit  by  filtration  :  and  after- 
wards rectified  by  diftilling  it 
from  a  brine  of  fea  fait. 
The  fait  is  to  be  rectified  in 
the  following  manner.  Grind 
it  well  with  twice  its  quantity  of 
fea  fait,  and  put  the  mixture  into 
a  tall  and  narrow  glafs  cucurbit : 
fit  on  a  blind-head,  and  proceed 
to  fublimation  in  a  fand  heat, 
taking  care  that  the  oil  does  not 
rife.  When  the  veffels  are  grown 
cold,  fweep  out  the  fait  with  a 
feather. 

The  diftillation  of  amber  may  be 
performed  without  the  ufe  of  fand 
(or  any  other  intermedium)  which 
does  little  more  than  take  up  room 
in  the  retort.  The  cherrnits  gene- 
rally leave  the  receiver  unluted, 
that  it  may  be  occafionally  removed 
as  the  fait  rifes  and  concretes  in  the 
neck  of  the  retort,  from  whence  it  is 
every  now  and  then  to  be  fcraped 
out,  to  prevent  the  oil  from  carry- 
ing   it    down    into     the  receiver. 


When  a  grofs  thick  oil  begins  to 
arife,  and  no  more  fait  appears, 
the  diftillation  fhould  be  ftopt.  The 
fpirit  of  amber  fo  called,  is  no. 
more  than  a  folution  of  a  fmali 
portion  of  the  fait  in  phlegm  or 
water ;  and  therefore  is  very  pro,- 
perly  employed  for  diffolving  the 
fait  in  order  to  its  cryftallization. 
We  cannot  take  upon  us  to  deter- 
mine whether  cryftallization  or  fub- 
limation is  abfolutely  the  belt  me- 
thod of  purifying  this  fait  :  the 
former  is  certainly  the  eafieft  and 
leaft  expenfive ;  whilft  the  latter 
gives  the  fait  a  more  elegant  ap- 
pearance, and  renders  it  lefs  liable 
to  be  adulterated. 

Pure  fait  of  amber  is  of  a  pene- 
trating,   gratefully   acid   tafte.     It 
diffolves,  both  in  water  and  in  rec- 
tified  fpirit  ;     and   with    a   proper- 
quantity  of  the  former,  fhoots  into 
an  irregular  lump  of  cryftals.     Ex- 
pofed  to  a  fmall  heat,    in  a  glafs 
vefi'el,  it  firft  melts,  then  rifes  in  a 
white  fume,    and  concretes  again, 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  glafs,  into. 
fine    white    flakes.     It  effervefces 
with  alcaline  liquors,  hut  makes  no 
fenfible  commotion  with  acid  ones. 
Ground  with  fixt  alcaline  falts,  it 
does  not  exhale  any  urinous  odour. 
By  thefe  characters,   we  conceive, 
this  fait  may  be  readily  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  all  the  other  matters  that 
have  been  mixed  with  or  vended 
for  it.     Salt  of  amber  is  accounted 
aperient,  diuretic,  and,  on  account 
of  its  retaining  fome  portion  of  the 
oil,  antihyftenc :    Boerhaave  gives 
it  the  character  of  diureticorum  et 
antihyftericorum  princeps.  Its  great 
price,    however,   has  prevented  its 
coming  much  into  ufe  ;  and  perhaps 
its  real  virtues  are  not  equal  to  the 
opinion    generally    entertained    of 
them. 

The  rectified  oil  has  a  llrong  bi- 
tuminous imell,  and  a  pungent,  a- 
crid  talte.      Given  in  a  dole  of  ten 

or 
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or  twelve  drops,  it  heats,  ftimu- 
lates,  and  promotes  all  the  fluid 
fecretions ;  it  is  chiefly  celebrated 
in  hyfterical  diforders,  and  in  de- 
ficiencies of  the  uterine  purgations. 
Sometimes  it  is  ufed  externally^  in 
liniments  for  weak  or  paralytic 
limbs,  and  rheumatic  pains. 

SPIRITUS,   SAL   et  OLEUM 

CORNU  CERVI. 

SPIRIT,    SALT  and  OIL  OF 

HARTSHORN. 

Loud 

Diftil  pieces  of  harfhorn  by  a  fire 
gradually  raifed  almoft  to  the 
higheft :  a  fpirit,  fait  and  oil 
will  afcend. 

If  the  oil  be  feparated  :  and  the 
fpirit  and  fait  diftilled  again  to- 
gether, with  a  very  gentle  heat, 
they  will  both  arife  more  pure. 
If  this  be  carefully  repeated  fe- 
veral  times,  the  fait  will  become 
exceedingly  white,  the  fpirit  lim- 
pid as  water,  and  of  a  grateful 
odour. 

The  fait  feparated  from  the 
fpirit,  and  fublimed  firft  from  an 
equal  weight  of  pure  chalk,  and 
afterwards  from  a  little  reclined 
fpirit  of  wine,  becomes  the  foon- 
er  pure. 

Calcined  hartfhorn  is  generally 
made  by  burning  the  horns  left 
after  this  diftillation. 
After  the  fame  manner,  a  fpirit, 
fait  and  oil  may  be  obtained 
from  every  kind  of  animal  fub- 
ftance. 

Edinb. 

Fill  an  earthen  or  coated  glafs  re- 
tort up  to  the  neck  with  pieces 
of  hartfhorn  ;  place  it  in  an  open 
fire,  and  having  fitted  on  a  large 
receiver,  diftil  with  a  fire  gradu- 
ally augmented.  At  firffc  a  phlegm 
arifes,  then  a  fpirit,  afterwards 
an  oily  fait  of  a  yellow  colour, 
and  laft  of  ail,  a  reddifh  black 
coloured   oil,    along  with  ionic 


more  volatile  fait :  a  black  coal 
remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  di- 
flilling  vefTel,  which  being  burnt 
in  an  open  fire  till  it  becomes 
white,  is  called  calcined  hartf- 
horn. 

Having  poured  out  of  the  reci- 
pient all  the  different  matters 
which  have  come  over  into  it, 
they  may  be  feparated  from  one 
another  in  the  following  manner : 
The  oil  feparates  from  the  phlegm 
and  fpirit  in  filtration :  the  two 
latter  will  pafs  through,  and  the 
oil  remain  on  the  filter. 
The  phlegm  may  be  feparated 
from  the  ipirit  by  diftillation  in 
a  tall  vefTel,  with  a  gentle  heat : 
the  fpirit  will  come  over  into  the 
recipient,  and  the  phlegm  re- 
main at  the  bottom  of  the  diftil- 
ling  vefTel. 

The  fpirit  may  be  divided  into  a 
volatile  fait  and  phlegm,  by  di- 
flilling  it  in  a  very  tall  and  nar- 
row cucurbit ;  the  fait  will  arife, 
and  adhere  to  the  head  in  a  dry 
form  ;  the  phlegm  remaining  be- 
hind. 

The  fait  may  be  freed  from  the 
oil,  by  fubliming  it  from  fix  times 
its  quantity  of  chalk  or  calcined 
bones ;  for  the  oil  is  kept  down 
by  thefe  fubftances,  whilft  the 
fait  arifes. 

A  fpirit,  fait  and  oil  may  be  di- 
ftilled in  the  fame  manner  from 
all  the  folid  parts  of  animals  j 
from  blood,  exficcated  by  a  gen- 
tle heat ;  from  urine,  evaporated 
to  the  confiftence  of  honey,  and 
putrefied  ;  and  even  from  recent 
urine,  infpifTated  j  in  this  laft 
procefs,  it  is  convenient  to  mix 
with  the  urine  four  times  its 
quantity  of  fand,  or  an  equal 
quantity  of  any  fixt  alcaline  fait, 
Urine  diftilled  with  the  addition 
of  quicklime,  yields  only  an  ex- 
ceeding pungent  fpirit. 
The  chemifts  ufually  employ  in 
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this  procefs  a  large  iron  pot,  with 
an  earthen  head  almoft  like  that  of 
the  common  ftill  :  many  of  the 
wholefale  dealers  have  thefe  inftru- 
ments  very  large,  and  ufe  for  their 
recipients  a  couple  of  oil  jars,  the 
mouths  of  which  are  luted  toge- 
ther ;  the  pipe  that  comes  from  the 
head  enters  the  lowermoft  jar, 
through  a  hole  made  on  purpofe  in 
its  bottom.  When  a  large  quantity 
of  the  fubjett  is  to  be  diftilled,  it 
is  cuftomary  to  continue  the  ope- 
ration for  feveral  days  fucceffively  ; 
only  unluting  the  head  occafionally, 
to  put  in  frefh  materials.  When 
only  a  fraall  quantity  of  fpirit  or 
fait  is  wanted,  a  common  iron  pot, 
fuch  as  is  ufually  fixed  in  fand  fur- 
naces, may  be  employed  ;  an  iron 
head  being  fitted  to  it :  the  receiver 
ought  to  be  large,  and  a  glafs  or 
rather  tin  adopter  inferted  betwixt 
it  and  the  pipe  of  the  head.  The 
diftilling  veffel  being  charged  with 
pieces  of  the  horn,  a  moderate  fire 
is  applied,  which  is  flowly  increafed, 
and  railed  at  length  almoft  to  the 
utmoft  degree.  At  firft,  a  phleg- 
matic liquor  arifes ;  the  quantity  of 
which  will  be  lefs  or  greater,  ac- 
cording as  the  horns  were  more  or 
lefs  dry :  this  is  fucceeded  by  the 
fait  and  oil ;  the  fait  at  firft,  dif- 
folves  as  it  comes  over,  in  the 
phlegm,  and  thus  forms  what  is 
called  fpirit :  when  the  phlegm  is 
faturated,  the  remainder  of  the  fait 
concretes  in  a  folid  form  to  the  fides 
of  the  recipient.  If  it  is  required 
to  have  the  whole  of  the  fait  folid 
and  undifiblved,  the  phlegm  mould 
be  removed  as  foon  as  the  fait  be- 
gins to  arife,  which  may  be  known 
by  the  appearance  of  white  fumes  : 
and  that  this  may  be  done  the  more 
commodioufly,  the  receiver  fhould 
be  left  unluted,  till  this  firft  part 
of  the  procefs  is  finifhed.  The 
white  vapours  which  now  arife, 
fometimes  come  with    fuch  vehe- 


mence, as  to  throw  off  or  burft  the 
receiver  :  to  prevent  this  accident, 
it  is  convenient  to  have  a  fmall  hole 
in  the  luting ;  which  may  be  oc- 
cafionally flopped  with  a  wooden 
peg,  or  opened,  as  the  operator 
fhall  find  proper.  After  the  fait 
has  all  arifen,  a  thick,  dark  co- 
loured oil  comes  over :  the  procefs 
is  now  to  be  difcontinued,  and  the 
veffels,  when  grown  cold,  unluted. 
All  the  liquid  matters  being  poured 
out  of  the  receiver,  the  fait  which 
remains  adhereing  to  its  fides,  is  to 
be  wafhed  out  with  a  little  water, 
and  added  to  the  reft.  It  is  conve- 
nient to  let  the  whole  ftand  for  a 
few  hours,  that  the  oil  may  the 
better  difengage  itfelf  from  the  li- 
quor,  fo  as  to  be  firft  feparated  by 
a  funnel,  and  afterwards  more  per- 
fectly by  filtration  through  wetted 
paper.  The  fait  and  fpirit  are  then 
to  be  farther  purified  as  above  di- 
rected. 

The  fpirit  of  hartfhorn  met  with 
in  the  fhops  is  extremely  precarious 
in  point  of  ftrength  ;  the  quantity 
of  fait  contained  in  it  (on  which  its 
efficacy  depends)  varying  according 
as  the  diftillation,  in  rectifying  it, 
is  continued  for  a  longer  or  fhorter 
time.  If  after  the  volatile  fait  has 
arifen,  fo  much  of  the  phlegm  or 
watery  part  be  driven  over  after  it, 
as  is  juft  fufHcient  to  diflblve  it, 
the  fpirit  will  be  fully  faturated, 
and  as  ftrong  as  it  can  be  made  :  if 
the  procefs  is  not  at  this  inftant 
ftopt,  the  phlegm,  continuing  to  a- 
rife,  muft  render  the  fpirit  conti- 
nually weaker  and  weaker.  The 
diftillation  therefore  ought  to  be 
difcontinued  at  this  period,  or  ra- 
ther whilft  fome  of  the  fait  ftill 
remains  undifiblved  :  the  fpirit  will 
thus  prove  always  equal,  and  tha 
buyer  be  furnifhed  with  a  certain 
criterion  of  its  ftrength.  Very  few 
have  taken  any  notice  of  the  above 
mentioned  inconvenience  of  thefe 

kinds 
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kinds  of  fpirits :  and  no  one  that 
we  know  of  has  hinted  the  remedy 
except  the  author  of  the  pharma- 
copoeia reformata.  The  purity  of 
the  fpirit  is  eafily  judged  from  its 
clearnefs  and  grateful  odour. 

Volatile  falts  and  fpirits  in  ge- 
neral, are  in  tafte  and  fin  ell  ex- 
tremely pungent  and  acrimonious : 
applied  to  the  fkin,  and  prevented 
from  exhaling,  they  inflame  the 
part,  and  produce  the  effect  of 
cauftics  :  they  liquefy  the  animal 
juices,  and  diifolve  the  coagula 
made  from  them  by  acids ;  mixed 
immediately  with  acids,  they  ef- 
fervefce,  and  unite  into  a  neutral 
fait. 

With  regard  to  their  medical 
virtues,  they  flimulate  the  nervous 
fyftem,  attenuate  vifcid  humours, 
promote  a  diaphorefis  and  other  na- 
tural fecretions,  and  abforb  acidities 
in  the  prima?  viae.  They  are  par- 
ticularly ufeful  in  lethargic  and 
apoplectic  cafes ;  in  hypochondriacal 
and  hyfterical  diforders,  and  the 
languors,  head-achs,  inflations  of 
the  ftomach,  flatulent  colics,  and 
other  fymptoms  with  attend  them. 
They  are  generally  found  more 
ferviceable  to  aged  perfons,  and  in 
phlegmatic  habits,  than  in  the  op- 
posite circumftances.  In  febrile 
and  inflammatory  diftempers,  they 
are  hurtful ;  thofe  kinds  of  fevers 
excepted  which  are  accompanied 
with  a  cough,  hoarfenefs,  and  a 
redundance  of  phlegm.  They  are 
moil  conveniently  exhibited  in  a 
liquid  form,  largely  diluted  with 
water  or  other  convenient  liquors  : 
the  dofe  of  the  pure  fait  is  from 
two  or  three  grains  to  ten,  twelve, 
or  more :  the  fpirit  is  taken  from 
Ave  or  fix  to  thirty  or  more  drops. 

The  volatile  falts  and  fpirits  pre- 
pared from  different  animal  fub- 
ilances,  have  been  fuppofed  capa- 
ble of  producing  different  effects 
upon  the  human  body,  and  to  re- 


ceive fpecilic  virtues  from  the  fub- 
ject.  The  fait  of  vipers  has  been 
efteemed  particularly  ferviceable  in 
the  diforders  occafioned  by  the  bite 
of  that  animal ;  and  one  drawn 
from  the  human  fcull,  in  difeafes 
of  the  head.  But  modern  practice 
acknowledges  no  fuch  different  ef- 
fects from  thefe  preparations,  and 
chemical  experiments-'  have  ihewn 
their  identity.  There  is  indeed, 
when  not  fufficiently  purified,  a 
very  perceptible  difference  in  the 
fmell,  tafte,  degree  of  pungency, 
and  volatility  of  thefe  falts ;  and  in 
this  ftate,  their  medicinal  virtues 
vary  considerably  enough  to  de- 
ferve  notice :  but  this  difference 
they  have  in  common,  according 
as  they  are  more  or  lefs  loaded 
with  oil,  not  as  they  are  produced 
from  this  or  that  animal  fubftance, 
As  firft  diftilled,  they  may  be  look- 
ed upon  as  a  kind  of  volatile  foap, 
in  which  the  oil  is  the  prevailing 
principle :  in  this  flate,  they  are 
much  lefs  acrimonious  and  pun- 
gent, than  when  they  have  under- 
gone repeated  diftillations,  and  fuch 
other  operations  as  difengage  the 
oil  from  the  fait ;  for  by  this  means, 
they  lofe  their  faponaceous  quality, 
and  acquiring  greater  degrees  of 
acrimony,  become  medicines  of  a 
quite  different  clafs.  Thefe  prepa- 
rations, therefore,  do  not  differ 
near  fo  much  from  one  another,  as 
they  do  from  themfelves  in  diffe- 
rent ftates  of  purity.  To  which  may 
be  added,  that  when  we  confider 
them  as  loaded  with  oil,  the  virtues 
of  a  diftilled  animal  oil  are  likewife 
to  be  brought  into  the  account. 

Thefe  oils,  as  firft  uiftilled,  are 
of  themfelves  too  fetid  and  of- 
fenfive  for  medicinal  ufe  :  by  re- 
peated rectifications,  they  become 
limpid  as  water,  highly  volatile,  of 
an  agreeable  fragrant  fmell,  and  a 
penetrating  tafte.  Hoffman  and 
others,  beftow  an  extraordinary 
character 
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character  upon  the  oils  thus  puri- 
fied, under  the  name  of  OLEUM 
ANIMALE;  and  itrongly  recom- 
mend them  in  epileptic  cafes  and 
intermittent  fevers.  Their  more 
fenfible  effects  are,  to  promote 
fweat,  and  procure  a  calm  gentle 
fleep,  which  fometimes  continues 
for  twenty  hours,  and  is  rarely  ac- 
companied with  the  languor  or  o- 
ther  inconveniencies  which  too  fre- 
quently follow  upon  the  ufe  of 
opiates. 

SPIRITUS,  SAL,  et  OLEUM 
FULIGINIS. 
SPIRIT,  SALT,  and  OIL  OF 
SOOT. 
Land. 
Diftil  foot  after  the  fame  manner 
as  directed  above  for  harfhorn: 
but  here  more  labour  is  required 
to     render    the    fpirit    and  fait 
pure. 

The  volatile  fait  and  fpirit  of 
foot  are,  when  fufHciently  purified, 
not  different  in  quality  from  thofe 
of  animal  fubftances  :  though  by 
fome  preferred  in  nervous  com- 
plaints, particularly  in  epileptic 
cafes. 

SPIRITUS  et  SAL  VOLATILIS 

SALIS  AMMONIACI. 
The  VOLATILE  SALT  and  SPIRIT 
OF  SAL  AMMONIAC. 
Lond. 
Take  a  pound  and  an  half  of  any 
fixt  alcaline  fait,  a  pound  of  fal 
ammoniac,     and    four    pints   of 
water.     Dittil  off  with  a  gentle 
heat,  two  pints  of  fpirit. 
The  volatile  fait  is  made  from  a 
pound    of  fal   ammoniac   mixed 
with  two  pounds  of  pure  chalk, 
and  fet  to  fublime   in   a   retort, 
with  a  flrong  fire. 
Edhib. 
Take  equal  parts  of  fal  ammoniac 
and  fait   of  tartar :  grind    them 
feparately  to  powder,  then  mix, 


and  put  them  into  a  glafs  re" 
tort,  with  as  much  water  as  is 
fufficient  to  diflblve  the  falts ; 
and  diftil  in  a  fand  heat.  The 
volatile  fait  will  arife  firft :  if 
the  fpirit  is  wanted,  continue  the 
diflillation  :  till  this  fait  is  diffolved 
by  the  aqueous  liquor  which  comes 
over  after  it. 

In  making  the  fpirit,  it  is  moft 
convenient  to  difToive  the  fal  am- 
moniac and  fait  of  tartar  feparately 
in  water,  before  they  are  put  into 
the  retort. 

With  regard  to  the  fait,  chalk  is 
found  to  anfwer  at  leaft  as  well  as 
an  intermedium,   as  the  more  ex- 
pensive alcali.     The  chalk  and  fal 
ammoniac  fhould  be  feparately  re- 
duced to  powder,  and  then  mixed 
together  :  when  put  into  the  retort, 
the  furface  of  the  matter  may  be 
covered  with  a  little  more  powdered 
chalk,   otherwife  fuch  part  of  the 
fal  ammoniac  as  happens  to  lie  up- 
permoft  will    fublime    unchanged. 
A  ftrong  fire   is    neceflary,    but   it 
muft  not  be  too  flrong  or  too  fud- 
denly  raifed ;  for  if  it  is,  a  part  of 
the  chalk  (though  of  itfelf  not  ca- 
pable of  being  elevated  by  any  de- 
gree  of  heat)  will  be   carried   up 
along  with  the  volatile  fait.     M.  du 
Hamel  experienced  the  juflnefs  of 
this    obfervation,     and    frequently 
found  his  volatile  fait,  when  a  ve- 
ry intenfe  fire  was  made  ufe  of  in 
the  fublimation,  amount  to  more, 
fometimes  one  half  more,  than  the 
weight  of  the  crude  fal    ammoniac 
employed ;     though   it    is   certain, 
that  not  three  fourths  of  this  con- 
crete are  pure  volatile  fait.     When 
all  the  fah  has  fublimed,  and  the 
receiver   grown    cool,     it   may    be 
taken  off,  and  luted  to  another  re- 
tort charged   with  frefh  materials : 
this  procefs    may    be   repeated,  till 
the  recipient  appears  lined  with  vo- 
latile fait  to  a  confiderable  thick- 
neis  ',     when   the    veflel    mull    be 
broken. 
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broken,  in   order  to   get   out  the 
fait. 

The  volatile  fait  and  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac  are  the  pureft  of  all  the 
medicines  of  this  kind.  They  are 
fomewhat  more  acrimonious  than 
thofe produced  dire&ly  from  animal 
fubftances  ;  for  thefe,  it  is  fcarce 
poffible,  by  the  common  methods 
of  purification,  to  feparate  entirely 
from  their  oil,  which  gives  them 
feme  degree  of  a  faponaceous  qua- 
lity. 

If  quicklime  be  employed  as  an 
intermedium  in  the  diftillation  of 
fal  ammoniac,  a  fpirit  more  pun- 
gent and  penetrating  than  the  fore- 
going is  obtained,  but  no  concrete 
Jalt.  Three  pounds  of  quicklime, 
expofed  to  the  air  till  it  has  fallen 
into  powder,  may  be  mixed  with 
one  pound  of  fal  ammoniac,  [and 
immediately  put  into  a  retort,  with 
two  pounds  of  water  :  the  fpirit 
will  arife  with  a  moderate  heat. 
This  fpirit  is  held  too  acrimonious 
to  be  given  internally,  and  has  there- 
fore been  chiefly  ufed  for  fmelling 
to  in  faintings,  &c.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent menftruiim  for  fundry  vege- 
table fubftances  (Peruvian  bark 
for  inftance)  which  the  other  fpirit 
extracts  little  from. 

Some  have  mixed  a  quantity  of 
this  with  the  officinal  fpirit ;  which 
thus  becomes  more  pungent,  fo  as 
to  bear  an  addition  of  a  confidera- 
ble  proportion  of  water,  without 
any  danger  of  difcovery  either  from 
the  tafte  Or  fmell :  this  abufe  would 
be  prevented,  if  the  mark  formerly 
laid  down  of  the  goodnefs  and 
fbrength  of  thefe  fpirits  (fome  of 
the  volatile  fak  remaining  in  them 
undiffolved)  was  duly  attended  to. 
Others  have  fubftituted  a  fo! ution 
of  crude  fal  ammoniac  and  fixt  al- 
caline  fak,  mixed  together :  this 
may  be  difcovered  by  the  liquor 
leaving  a  neutral  fait  upon  evapo- 
ration. 


The  matter  which  remains  in  the 
retort  after  the  diftillation  of  the 
fpirit,  and  fublimation  of  the  fait  of 
fal  ammoniac,  is  found  to  confift 
of  marine  acid  united  in  the  one 
with  the  fixt  alcaline  fak,  and  with 
the  chalk  in  the  other.  The  caput 
mortuum,  as  it  is  called,  of  the 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  di/Tolved 
in  water,  filtered  and  exficcated, 
proves  fimilar  to  fea  fak,  or  the 
fpiritus  falis  marini  coagulatus  ; 
and  hence  we  may  judge  of  the 
extraordinary  virtues  attributed  to 
it  under  the  names  of  fal  antihyfte- 
ricum,  antihypochondriacum,  fe- 
brifugum,  digeftivum  Sylvii,  Sfc. 

The  caput  mortuum  of  the  vo- 
latile fait  where  chalk  is  employed 
as  an  intermedium,  expofed  to  a 
moift  air,  runs  into  a  liquor,  which 
proves  nearly  the  fame  with  a  fo- 
lution  of  chalk  made  directly  in 
the  marine  acid.  If  calcined  fnells 
or  other  animal  limes  be  mingled 
with  fal  ammoniac,  a  mafs  will  be 
obtained,  which  likewife  runs  in 
the  air,  and  forms  a  liquor  of  the 
fame  kind.  This  liquor  feems  to 
be  the  fecret  of  fome  late  pretend- 
ers to  a  diiTolvent  of  the  calculus. 

It  appears  from  thefe  proceftes, 
that  fal  ammoniac  is  compofed  of 
a  volatile  alcaline  fak  (which  arifes 
in  the  fublimation)  and  of  marine 
acid  (which  remains  united  with  the 
intermedium.)  Upon  this  principle, 
which  is  certainly  a  juft  one,  fome 
have  attempted  to  prepare  this  com- 
modity among  ourfelves ;  and  the 
Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia  has  re- 
ceived a  procefs  of  this  kind,  under 
the  title  of 

SAL  AMMONIACUM 

FACT1TIUM. 

FACTITIOUS  SAL   AMMONIAC. 

Take  of  human  urine,  or  that  of 

beafls,   three  quarts ;  of  fea  fak, 

two  pounds  ,*  of  wood  foot,   one 

pound.     Boil  them  together  into 

X  a  mafs  j 
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a  mafs ;  which  put  into  proper 
fubliming  vefTels,  and  with  a  fire 
gradually  increafed,  fublime  the 
fait.  This  fait  may  be  rendered 
pure  by  diffolving  it  in  water, 
filtering  the  folution,  and  evapo- 
rating it  to  drynefs ;  as  alfo  by 
repeated  fublimations.  It  is 
brought  to  us  ready  made  from 
abroad. 

Here  the  fea  fait  is  fuppofed  to 
furnilh  its  acid,  and  the  two  other 
ingredients  a  volatile  alcali.  But 
the  acid  of  common  fait  is  too 
clofely  united  with  its  own  bafis  to 
be  feparable  in  this  procefs :  this 
fixt  fait  appears,  if  any  thing,  to 
be  injurious  ;  for  if  mixed  with  fal 
ammoniac  itfelf,  it  makes  it  more 
difficult  of  fublimation,  and  even 
detains  a  part  of  it  from  arifing  at 
all.  We  neverthelefs  cannot  affirm 
with  a  late  writer,  that  by  the  fore- 
going procefs  "  not  a  grain  of  fal 
"  ammoniac  has  ever  been  pro- 
"  duced,"  for  both  the  urine  and 
foot  yield  by  themfelves  a  portion 
of  this  fait,  though  very  fmall. 

SPIR1TUS  SALIS  AMMO- 

NIACI  DULCIS. 
DULCIFIED  SPIRIT  OF  SAL 

AMMONIAC. 
Land. 
Take  half  a  pound  of  any  alcaline 
fait,  four  ounces  of  fal  ammo- 
niac, and  three  pints  of  proof 
fpirit  of  wine.  Diftil  off,  with 
a  gentle  heat,  a  pint  and  an 
half. 

This  fpirit  has  lately  come  much 
into  efteem  both  as  a  medicine  and 
a  menftruum.  It  is  a  folution  of 
volatile  fait  in  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine  ;  for  though  proof  fpirit  is 
made  ufe  of,  its  phlegmatic  part 
does  not  arife  in  the  dillillation, 
and  ferves  only  to  facilitate  the 
action  of  the  alcaline  fait  upon  the 
ammonucal.     The  virtues  and  ufes 


of  this  fpirit  will  hence  be  eafily 
underltood. 


SPIRITUS  VOLATILIS 

FCETIDUS. 

THE  VOLATILE  FETID  SPIRIT. 

Loud. 
Take  of 

Any  fixt  alcaline  fait,  a  pound 
and  an  half ; 

Sal  ammoniac,  one  pound; 

Afa  fcetida,  four  ounces  ; 

Proof  fpirit  of  wine,  fix  pints. 
Draw  off  with  a  gentle  heat, 
five  pints. 

This  fpirit  is  defigned  as  an  anti- 
hyfteric,  and  is  undoubtedly  a  ve- 
ry elegant  one.  Volatile  fpirits  im- 
pregnated for  thefe  purpofes,  with 
different  fetids,  have  been  ufually 
kept  in  the  fhops :  the  ingredient 
here  made  choice  of,  is  the  beft 
calculated  of  any  for  general  ufe, 
and  equivalent  in  virtue  to  them  all. 
The  fpirit  is  pale  when  newly  di- 
ftilled,  but  acquires  a  confiderable 
tinge  in  keeping. 

SPIRITUS  VOLATILIS 

AROMATICUS'[Z,.] 

SpiFitus  falinus  aromaticus  [£.] 

The  VOLATILE  (or  faline) 

AROMATIC  SPIRIT, 

commonly  called 

SAL  VOLATILE  OLEOSUM. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Effential  oil  of  nutmegs, 
Effence   of   lemons,    each    two 

drams ; 
Effential  oil  of   cloves,    half  a 

dram  ; 
Dulcified  fpirit  offal  ammoniac, 
one  quart. 

Diitil  them  with  a  very  gentle 
fire. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Erench  brandy,  three  gallons ; 

Diftilled 
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Diitilled  oil  of 

lavender,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 

rofemary,   an  ounce ; 

marjoram,  fix  drams ; 

lemon  peel,  half  an  ounce  ; 

nutmegs,  three  drams ; 

cloves,  two  drams ; 

cinnamon,  one  dram. 
Gradually  drop  the  oils  into  the 
fpirit,  occafionally  Sirring  them 
together.  One  half  of  this  mix- 
ture is  to  be  referved  for  making 
the  compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
as  directed  hereafter.  To  the 
other  half  add  eight  ounces  of 
the  volatile  fait  offal  ammoniac  ; 
and  immediately  diftil,  in  balneo 
maris,  till  two  thirds  are  come 
over. 

Volatile  falts,  thus  united  with 
aromatics,  are  not  only  more  a- 
greeable  in  flavour,  but  likewife 
more  acceptable  to  the  ftomach, 
and  lefs  acrimonious,  than  in  their 
pure   ftate.      Both    the    foregoing' 


compofitionsturn  out  excellent  ones, 
provided  the  oils  are  good,  and 
the  diftillation  fkilfully  performed. 
Medicines  of  this  kind  might  be 
prepared  cxtemporaneoufly,  by 
dropping  any  proper  eifential  oil 
into  the  dulcified  fpirit  of  fal  am- 
moniac, which  will  readily  diffolve 
the  oil  without  the  'afiiilance  of  di- 
ftillation :  by  this  method  a  fal  vo- 
latile may  be  occafionally  prepared, 
of  any  particular  flavour,  or  ad- 
apted to  particular  purpofes.  Thus, 
if  a  cephalic  is  required,  the  oils  of 
marjoram,  rofemary,  &c.  afford  a 
very  ferviceable  one :  in  coldnefs, 
faintings,  and  the  like,  the  oil  of 
cinnamon  joined  to  the  volatile  fpi- 
rit, proves  a  mod  immediate  cor- 
dial ;  and  in  fuppreflions  of  the  u- 
terine  purgations,  the  oils  of  rue 
or  favin  eifeilually  promote  the 
difcharge.  The  dofeof  tbefecom- 
politions  is  from  dx  drops  to  fixty 
or  more. 


X  2 
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Chapter    IX. 
RESINOSAet   SULPHUREA. 

RESINOUS  and  SULPHUREOUS   P  PREPARATIONS. 


FLORES  BENZOINI. 
FLOWERS  OF  BENZOINE. 
Land. 
|UT  fome  powdered  benzoine 
into  an  earthen  pot  placed  in 
fandj  and  with  a  gentle  heat, 
fublime  the  flowers  into  a  coni- 
cal paper  cap  fitted  to  the  pot. 
Or,  the  fublimation  may  be  per- 
formed in  a  retort  -,  the  flowers 
will  arife  with  a  foft  heat,  into 
the  neck. 

If  the  flowers  have  any  yellow 
tinge,  mix  them  with  tobacco 
pipe  clay,  and  fublime  again. 
Edinb. 
The  fublimation  is  to  be  performed 
in  a  glazed  earthen  pot,  and  re- 
peated in  the  fame  infiruments 
with  frefh  parcels  of  benzoine, 
till  the  paper  cap  becomes  foul 
with  oil. 

Benzoine,  expofed  in  a  retort, 
to  a  gentle  fire,  melts  and  fends  up 
into  the  neck  white,  fhining  cry- 
ftalline  flowers,  which  are  followed 
by  an  oily  fubftance.  On  railing 
the  heat  a  little  (a  recipient  being 
applied)  a  thin  yellowifh  oil  comes 
over,  intermingled  with  an  acid  liT 
quor,  and  afterwards  a  thick  buty- 
raceous  fubitance ;  this  liquefied  in 
boiling  water,  gives  out  to  it  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  faline  mat- 
ter (feparable  by  filtration  and  pro- 
perexhalation)  which  appears  in  all 
refpe&s  fimilar  to  the  flowers.  It 
appears  therefore,  that  the  whole 
quantity  of  flowers  which  benzoine 


is  capable  of  yielding,  cannot  be 
obtained  by  the  above    proceffes, 
fince  a  confiderable  portion  arifes 
after  the  time  that  they  are  difcon- 
tinued  in :  the  greater!  part  of  the 
flowers  arifes  With  a  lefs  degree  of 
heat  than  what  is  neceffary  to  ele- 
vate the  oil ;  but  that  if  the  opera- 
tion is  haflily  conducted,  or  if  the 
fire  is  not  exceeding  gentle,  the  oil 
will  arife  along  with   the  flowers* 
and  render  them  foul :  hence  in  the 
way  of  trade,  it  is  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  prepare  them  of  the  requi- 
site whitenefs  and  purity ;  the  heat 
which  becomes  neceffary  when  large 
quantities  of  the  benzoine  are  em- 
ployed, being  fo  great  as  to  elevate 
fome  of  the  oil  along  with  them. 
In  order  therefore  to  obtain  thefe 
flowers  in  perfection,  only  a  fmall 
quantity  of  benzoine  fhould  be  put 
into  the  veffel  at  a  time  :  that  this 
may  not  be  any  impediment  to  the 
requifite  difpatch,    a    number    of 
ihallow,    flat    bottomed,     earthen 
dirties  may  be  employed,  each  fitted 
with  a  conical  paper  cap.     With 
thefe  you  may  fill  a  land  furnace, 
having,   a  number  of  frefh  difhes 
charged  in  readinefs  to  replace  thofe 
in  the  furnace,  as  foon  as  the  pro- 
cefs  fhall  appear  finifhed  in  them  : 
the  1  eJiduum  of  the  benzoine  fhould 
be  fcraped  out  of  each  of  the  vef- 
fels,  before  a  frefh  parcel  is  put  in. 
Thefe  flowers,    when  made  in 
perfection,  have  an  agreeable  tafle 
and  fragrant   fmell.     They  totally 
diffolve 
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diffolve  in  fpirit  of  wine  ;  and  like- 
wife,  by  the  affiftance  of  heat,  in 
water  ;  but  feparate  again  from  the 
latter  upon  the  liquor's  growing 
cold,   fhooting  into  faline   fpicula, 


which  unite  together  into  irregular 
mattes.  By  the  mediation  of  fugar, 
they  remain  fufpended  in  cold  wa- 
ter, and  thus  form  an  elegant  bal- 
famic  fyrup.  Some  have  held  them 
in  great  efteem,  as  perioral  and 
fudorific,  in  the  dofe  of  half  a  fcru- 
ple  or  more  :  but  the  prefent  prac- 
tice rarely  makes  ufe  of  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  offenfive  oil,  which,  as 
ufually  prepared,  they  are  tainted 
with,  and  from  which  a  frefh  fub- 
limation  from  tobacco  pipe  clay 
does  not  free  them  fo  effe&ually  as 
might  be  wifhed.  The  obferva- 
tions  above  related,  point  out  a 
method  of  depurating  them  more 
perfectly,  viz.  folution,  filtration 
and  cryftallization. 

FLORES  SULPHURTS. 
FLOWERS  OF  SULPHUR. 
Lond.  . 
Sublime  fulphur  in  proper  veffels ; 
and  reduce  the   flowers,  which 
concrete,  into  powder,  either  in 
a  wooden  mill,    or  in  a  marble 
mortar  with  a  wooden  peftle. 
Edinb. 
Put  any  quantity  of  yellow  fulphur, 
grofsly  powdered,  into  an  earthen 
cucurbit  placed  in  a  fand   fur- 
nace ;    and   having   fitted  on  a 
glafs  blind  head,  or  inverted  into 
it  another  earthen  cucurbit,  begin 
the  fublimation  with    a    gentle 
heat,  which  may  be  afterwards 
increafed.    The  flowers  will  arife 
into   the  uppermoft  part  of  the 
veffels,  from  whence  they  are  to 
be  fwept  out  for  ufe. 
This  procefs  is  rarely  attempted 
by  the  apothecaries,  a  large  appa- 
ratus being   neceffary  for  perform- 
ing it  to   advantage.     Thofe  who 


prepare  the  flowers  of  brimftone 
in  quantity,  ufe  for  the  fubliming 
veffel  a  large  iron  pot  capable  of 
holding  two  or  three  hundred 
weight;  this  ftands  under  an  arched 
chamber,  lined  with  glazed  tiles, 
which  ferves  for  the  recipient. 

This  preparation  of  fulphur  makes 
no  change  in  its  qualities,  and  only 
feparates  its  impurities.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  fublimi-ng  veffel, 
there  remains  a  ponderous  grey  co- 
loured mafs,  compofed  of  fand, 
earth,  ftony,  and  fometimes  me- 
tallic matters,  with  a  fmall  portion 
of  fulphur  that  has  efcaped  the 
fubliming  heat.  This  is  ufually 
broke  in  pieces,  and  vended  in  the 
fhops  under  the  name  of  fulphur 
vivum. 

FLORES    SULPHURIS    LOTI. 
WASHED  FLOWERS  OF 
SULPHUR. 
xLond. 
Pour  upon  the  flowers  as  much  wa- 
ter as  will  arife  to  the  height  of 
four  fingers  above  them,  and  boil 
them  for  fome  time  :  then  pour- 
ing off  this  water,  let  fome  cold 
be   added,  and  throughly  wafh 
the  flowers  ;    after  which  they 
are  to  be  dried  for  ufe. 
As  the  flowers  of  fulphur  are  ge- 
nerally fublimed   into  very   capa- 
cious rooms,  which  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  air;  fome  of  thofe  that 
arife  at  firft,  are  apt  to  take  fire, 
and  thus  are  changed  into  a  volatile 
acid  vapour,  which,  mingling  with 
the  flowers  that  fublime  afterwards, 
communicates  to   them   a  notable 
degree  of  acidity.     In  fuch  cafe, 
the  ablution  here  directed  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary ;  for  the    flowers, 
thus  tainted  with  acid,   fometimes 
occafion  gripes,  and  may,  in  other 
refpe&s,     be  productive  of   effects 


different 
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BALSAMUM    SULPHURIS 
Jim  pie x  [L.]    crajjum  [£]. 
■  Lond. 
Boil,  flowers    of  fulphur,  with  four 
times  their  weight  of  oil  olive, 
in   a  pot  lightly  covered,   until 
they  unite  into  the  confiftence  of 
a  balfam, 

Edinh. 
Take  a  pint  of  linfeed  oil,  or  oil 
olive,  and  four  ounces  of  flow- 
ers of  fulphur.  Boil  them  toge- 
ther over  a  gentle  fire,  keeping 
them  continually  ftirring,  till 
they  come  to  the  confiftence  of  a 
balfam. 

Linfeed  oil  more  readily  diffolves 
fulphur  than  oil  olive,  and  the 
preparation  made  with  it  proves 
fomewhat  le'fs  difigreeable.  The 
veffel  they  are  boiled  in  ought  to 
be  capable  of  holding  at  lealt  three 
times  the  quantity  of  the  ingre- 
dients. As  foon  as  the  oil  begins 
to  act  upon  the  fulphur,  which 
happens  nearly  at  the  point  of 
ebullition,  the  mixture  rarif.es 
very  much,  fo  as,  if  not  prudently 
removed  from  the  fire,  to  run  over 
into  the  furnace  :  and  as  the  mat- 
ter is  very  fufceptible  of  flame, 
dangerous  confequences  may  en- 
fue,  efpecially  if  the  quantity  is 
large. 

Baifamum  fulphuris  Barbadenfe." 
Balfam  of  fulphur  <u:itb 
Barbadoes  tar. 
Lond. 
This  is  made  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as    the    foregoing,  by  ufmg 
Barbadoes  tar  inftead  of  the  oil. 

Baifamum   fulphuris  anifatum,  ju- 
niperatum,  iuccinatum,    terebin- 
thinatum,  &c. 
Balfams  cf  fulphur,  with   the.   di Hilled 
oils  cf  ainjecd,  juniper  Ic/ria,   am- 
ber, turpentine,,  fefc. 
Edinb, 
Take  ten  ounces  of  any  of  thefc 
i 


oils,  and  two  ounces  of  flowers 
of  fulphur.  Digeft  them  for 
•  forne.  days,  in  a  circulatory  vef- 
fel, placed  in  a  fand  heat,  until 
the  oil  becomes  faturated  with 
the  fulphur.  The  veffel  being 
then  fuffered  to  grow  cold,  fe- 
parate  the  balfam  from  fuch 
part  of  the  fulphur  as  remains 
undiffolved. 

Thcfe  preparations  are  more 
conveniently  and  fafely  made  in  a 
large  and  tall  uncut  glafs  body  (its 
orifice  being  left  open)  than  in  cir- 
culatory or  ciofe  veifels  :  for  when 
the  fulphur  and  oil  begin  to  act 
vehemently  upon  each  other,  they 
not  only  rarify  into  a  large  volume, 
but  likewife  throw  out  impetuoufly 
great  quantities  of  an  elaftic  va- 
pour, which,  if  the  veffels  are 
clofed,  or  the  orifices  not  lufficient 
to  allow  it  a  free  exit,  infallibly 
burft  them  :  Hoffman  relates  a 
very  remarkable  hiftory  of  the  ef- 
fects of  an  accident  of  this  kind. 
In  the  veffel  above  recommended, 
the  procefs  may  be  completed, 
without  danger,  in  four  or  five 
hours,  by  duly  managing  the  fire  ; 
which  fhould  be  very  gentle  for 
fome  time,  and  afterwards  increaf- 
ed  fo  as  to  make  the  oil  juft  bubble 
or  boiL  in  which  flate  it  fhould  be 
kept  till  all  the  fulphur  appears  to 
be  taken  up. 

The  effential  oils  employed  in 
thefe  proceffes  undergo  a  great 
alteration  from  the  degree  of  heat, 
neceffary  for  enabling  them  to  dif- 
folve  the  fulphur  ;  and  hence  the 
balfams  have  not  near  fo  much  of 
their  flavour  as  might  be  expe&cd. 
It  fhould  therefore  feem  more  eli- 
gible to  add  a  proper  quantity  of 
the  effential  oil  to  the  fimple  bal- 
fam :  thcfe  readily  incorporate  by 
a  gentle  warmth,  if  the  veffel  be 
now  and  then  fhaken.  Sixteen 
put.  of  efTential  oil,  and  fix  of  the 
baifamum   fulphuris  fimplex,  form 

a  bal- 
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a  balfam  more  elegant  than  thofe 
made  in  the  foregoing  manner,  and 
which  retains  fo  much  of  the  fla- 
vour of  the  oil,  as  is  in  fome  mea- 
fure  fufficient  to  cover  the  talte  of 
the  fulphur,  and  render  it  fupport- 
able. 

The  balfams  of  fulphur  have 
been  ftrongly  recommended  in 
coughs,  confumptions,  and  other 
diforders  of  the  breaft  and  lungs. 
But  the  reputation  which  they  have 
had  in  thefe  cafes  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  built  upon  any  fair 
trial,  or  experience  of  their  vir- 
tues. They  are  manifeftly  hot, 
acrimonious  and  irritating ;  and 
therefore  fhould  be  ufed  with  the 
utmoft  caution.  They  have  fre- 
quently been  found  to  injure  the 
appetite,  offend  the  ftomach  and 
vifcera,  parch  the  body,  and  oc,- 
cafion  thirft  and  febrile  heats.  The 
dofe  of  the  fimple  balfam  is  from 
ten  to  forty  drops :  thofe  with  ef- 
fential  oils  are'  not  given  in  above 
half  thefe  quantities.  Externally, 
they  are  employed  for  cleanfing 
and  healing  foul  running  ulcers  : 
Boerhaave  conjectures,  that  their 
ufe  in  thefe  cafes  gave  occafion  to 
the  virtues  afcribed  to  them  when 
taken  internally. 

HEPAR  SULPHURIS. 
LIVER  OF  SULPHUR. 
Edinb. 
Take   four   ounces   of  flowers  of 
fulphur,  and  one  ounce  and  an 
half  of  powdered  fait  of  tartar. 
Mix,  and  melt  them  in  an  earth- 
en    difh ,     under    a    chimney  , 
keeping    the    matter   confxantly 
itirring  with  a  fpatula  till  it  has 
acquired    a    red    colour  :    care 
mult  be  had  to  prevent  its  taking 
fire. 

It  is  more  convenient  to  melt 
the  fulphur  firft  by  itfelf,  and  add 
the  fait  of  tartar  by  degrees ;  than 
to  grind  them  together,  and  after- 
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wards  endeavour  to  melt  them  : 
for  in  this  cafe,  the  mixture  will 
not  flow  fufficiently  thin  to  be  pro- 
perly united  by  ftirring  ;  and  the 
fulphur  either  takes  fire,  or  fub- 
limes  in  flowers,  which  probably 
has  been  the  reafon  why  fo  large 
a  proportion  of  it  has  been  common- 
ly directed.  The  quantity  of  ful- 
phur ordered  above,  requires,  at 
leaf!:,  eight  ounces  of  the  alcaline 
fait,  to  render  it  perfectly  foluble 
in  water,  which  this  preparation 
ought  to  be. 

Solutions  of  the  hepar  fulphuris 
in  water,  made  with  fugar  into  a 
fyrup,  have  been  recommended  in 
the  fame  intentions  as  the  balfams 
above  mentioned  :  our  pharmaco- 
poeias neverthelefs  have  defervedly 
rejected  this  fyrup,  as  common 
practice  has  almoft  done  the  bal- 
fams. The  hepar,  digefted  in  rec- 
tified fpirit  of  wine,  imparts  a  rich 
gold  colour,  a  warm,  fomewhat 
aromatic  tafte,  and  a  peculiar,  not 
ungrateful  fmell :  a  tincture  of  this 
kind  is  kept  in  the  "fhops,  under 
the  name  of  another  mineral. 

SULPHUR  PRECIPITATUM. 

Lond. 
Lac  fulphuris. 
Edinb. 
PRECIPITATED   SULPHUR, 
co?nmonly  called. 
LAC  SULPHURIS. 
Lend. 
Boil   flowers  of  fulphur  in  water, 
with  thrice  their  weight  of  quick- 
lime, till  the  fulphur  is  dhTolved. 
Filter  the  folution,  and  drop  into 
it  fome  of  the  weak  fpirit  of  vi- 
triol :    this  will   throw   down  a 
precipitate,  which  is  to  be  wafhed 
in  frefh  parcels  of  water,  till  it 
becomes  infipid. 

Edinb. 

Boil  the  hepar   fulphuris,  reduced 

to    powder,     in    four   times   its 

quantity    of    water    for    three 

X  4  hours ; 
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hours ;  adding  more  water  if 
there  is  occauon..  Then  filter 
the  folution  whilft  hot,  and  drop 
into  it  fpirit  of  vitriol,  till  the 
effervefcence  ceafes :  a  powder 
will  be  precipitated  to  the  bot- 
tom, which  is  to  be  wafhed  with 
water,  and  afterwards  dried  for 
ufe. 

The  method  of  making  this  lac, 
as  it  is  called,  with  hepar  fulphuris, 
is  the  moll  expeditious,  and  leaft 
troublefome,  provided  the  hepar 
be  well  made  :  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  quicklime  gives  the  prepa- 
ration a  more  faleable  whitenefs. 
The  medicine  is  nearly  the  fame  in 
both  cafes ;  and  not  different  in 
quality  from  pure  fulphur  itfelf,  to 
which  it  is  preferred,  in  unguents, 
&c.  only  on  account  of  its  colour. 
The  whitenefs  does  not  proceed 
from  the  fulphur  having  loft  any 
of  its  parts  in  the  operation,  or 
from  any  new  matter  fuperadded  : 
for  if  common  fulphur  be  ground 
with  alcaline  falts,'  and  fet  to  fub- 
lime,  it  arifes  of  a  like  white  co- 
lour, the  whole  quantity  of  the  al- 
cali  remaining  unchanged  ;  and  if 
the  lac  be  melted  with  a  gentle 
fire,  it  returns  into  yellow  fulphur 
again. 

It  might  perhaps  be  more  eligi- 
ble, where  alcaline  falts  are  em- 
ployed in  this  procefs,  to  perform 
the  ablution  with  boiling  water  than 
with  cold :  for  the  vitriolic  acid 
ufed  for  precipitating  the  fulphur, 
forms  with  the  alcali  a  fubftance 
not  foluble  in  cold  water  (vitriolated 
tartar)  and  which  confequently  will 
remain  united  with  the  fulphur. 

AOUA   SULPHURATA. 

SULPHURATED    WATER, 
ufually   called,   GAS   SULPHURIS. 

Land. 

Take  a  quart  of  water,  and   half 

a  pound  of  fulphur.     Let  part  of 

the  fulphur   be  fet  on  five  in  an 

iron  liidlej    and  fufpended  over 


the  water  in  a  clofe  veffel :  as 
foon  as  the  fumes  fubfide,  fome 
more  of  the  fulphur  is  to  be  fired 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  this 
repeated  till  the  whole  quantity 
is  burnt. 

A  convenient  way  of  managing 
this  procefs  is,  to  put  the  water  in- 
to a  glafs  receiver,  placed  on  its 
fide ;  and  to  have  the  ladle,  con- 
taining the  burning  fulphur,  fixed 
to  a  plug,  made  to  go  freely  into 
the  neck  of  the  veffel ;  the  ufe  of 
the  plug  is  to  keep  the  ladle  from 
dipping  into  the  water :  the  fumes 
which  iffue  betwixt  it  and  the  glafs, 
may  be  confined  by  a  cloth  thrown 
round  the  neck. 

This  liquor  is  liable  to  great  un- 
certainty in  point  of  ftrength,  as 
the  water  will  be  impregnated  with 
a  greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  acid, 
according  as  the  procefs  is  more  or 
lefs  fkilfully  managed.  It  likewife 
varies  greatly  after  it  has  been  kept 
for  fome  time,  from  what  it  was 
when  newly  prepared :  at  firft,  it 
is  highly  volatile  and  pungent,  fmel- 
ling  like  the  fumes  of  burning  ful- 
phur ;  in  time,  the  part  on  which 
its  volatility  depends  is  loft,  and 
the  liquor  becomes  indiftinguilhable 
from  water  acidulated  with  common 
oil  of  vitriol.     \ 

TINCTURA  SULPHURIS 
VOLATILIS. 

VOLATILE    TINCTURE     OF 
SULPHUR. 

Take  of 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  fix  ounces  ; 
Sal  ammoniac,  one  pound  ; 
Quicklime,  a  pound  and  a  half. 

Sprinkle  fome  water  on  the  lime, 
and  when  flaked  and  fallen  into 
powder,  grind  it  firft  with  the 
fulphur,  and  afterwards  with 
the  fal  ammoniac,  in  fmall  quan- 
tities at  a  time  :  then  diftil  the 
mixture  in  a  retort,  with  a  fire 
gradually  increafed.  The  diftil- 
h  led 
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led  liquor  is  to  be  kept,  in  a  bot- 
tle clofe  ftopt,  for  ufe. 
This  liquor  has  a  ftrong  offen- 
five  fmell,  fomevvhat  fimilar  to  that 
which  arifes  in  the  precipitation  of 
lac  fulphuris.  The  vapour  in  both 
cafes  fpreads  to  a  considerable  di- 
ilance,  changes  filver  or  copper  u- 
tenfils  of  a  brown  or  blackifh  colour, 
and  produces  difagreeable  altera- 
tions in  many  medicinal  prepara- 
tions :  to  this  circumftance  there- 
fore due  regard  ought  to  be  had  in 
the  performance  of  that  procefs,  and 
in  the  keeping  of  this  tin&ure. 


V3 

Hoffman  has  a  great  opinion  of 
the  virtues  of  this  preparation.  He 
fays,  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  the 
tin&ure  with  three  of  fpirit  of  wine, 
in  a  dofe  of  thirty  or  forty  drops, 
proves  a  moft  powerful  diaphore- 
tic ;  and  that  a  liquor  compofed  of 
this  and  camphor,  furprizingly 
takes  off  the  pain  of  the  gout  by 
bathing  the  feet  with  it.  This 
tin&ure  may  be  a  powerful  medi- 
cine, but  it  is  certainly  a  very  un-> 
pleafant  one. 


Chap- 
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Chapter  X. 
METALLIC  A. 

METALLIC   PREPARATIONS. 


SECT.     I. 


Preparations   of  G  O  L  D. 


GO  L D  is  the  moft ponderous 
and  perfect  of  the  metals  :  it 
abides  fixt  and  unaltered  in  the 
flrongeft  fire  ;  and  is  not  acted  up- 
on by  alcaline,  or  any  fimple  acid 
menftruum.  It  diffolves  in  aqua 
regis  alone,  into  a  yellow  tranfpa- 
rent  fluid  :  this  folution  ftains  the 
ikin,  &c.  purple  :  the  ethereal  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  and  fome  efTential  oils, 
take  up  the  gold  from  it :  alcalies 
precipitate  the  metal  in  form  of  a 
yellowifh  mud,  which  exficcated, 
and  expofed  to  a  fmall  heat,  vio- 
lently explodes. 

As  to  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
this  metal,  experience  has  fuffitiU 
cntly  fhewn,  that  it  is  not  pofTeJTed 
of  any  valuable  ones.  In  its  me- 
tallic form,  however  finely  commi- 
nuted, it  proves  inactive  ;  when 
fatiated  with  acid,  corrofive ;  and 
in  the  intermediate  flates,  either  in- 
iignificant  or  unfafe. 

AURUM  POTABILE. 
POT 'ABLE  GOLD. 
DifTolve,  with  a  moderate  heat, 
half  a  dram  of  fine  gold,  in  two 
ounces  of  aqua  regia ;  and  add 
to  the  folution  one  ounce  of  the 
efTential  oil  of  roferaary.  Shake 
them  together,  and  then  fuffcr 
them  to  reft  :  the  acid  lofes  its 
gold  yellow  colour ;  and  the  oil, 


which  arifes  to  the  furface,  be- 
comes richly  impregnated  there- 
with. Separate  the  oil  by  de- 
cantation,  and  add  to  it  four  or 
five  ounces  of  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine  :  digeft  this  mixture  for  a 
month,  and  it  will  acquire  a 
purplifh  colour 

There  have  been  many  prepara- 
tions of  this  kind,  contrived  by  the 
defigning  pretenders  to  alchemy, 
and  impofed  upon  the  credulous 
and  unwary,  as  cordials  and  dia- 
phoretics of  ineftimable  value.  The 
above  feems  to  be  one  of  the  beft 
and  fafeft  of  them  ;  tho'  it  would 
be  equally  ferviceable  as  a  medi- 
cine, if  made  without  the  ingre- 
dient, which  it  receives  its  name 
from. 

AURUM  FULMINANS. 
FULMINATING  GOLD. 
DifTolve  gold  in  aqua  regia  (about 
four  times  the  weight  of  the  gold 
will  be  fufficient)  and  drop  into 
the  folution  oil  of  tartar  per  deli- 
quium,  until  the  effervcfccncc 
ceafes  :  let  the  whole  ftand  for 
fome  .hours,  and  the  gold  will 
be  dcpofitcd  :  then  pour  off  the 
liquor,  wafh  the  precipitated 
matter  with  irefh  parcels  of  wa- 
ter, and  afterwards  exficcate  it 
for  uie. 

This 
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This  powder  requires  to  be  ex- 
ficcated  with  the  utmoft  precau- 
tion ;  for  in  a  fmall  heat,  it  ex- 
plodes with  great  violence  :  the 
fame  efieft  enfues  likewife  upon 
ftronoly  rubbing  it.  This  property 
has  given  name  to  the  preparation  ; 
and  is  the  only  one  on  account  of 
which  it  is  at  prefent  taken  any 
notice  of.  It  has  been  recommend- 
ed indeed,  in  fevers,  as   a  diapho- 


retic, in  the  dofe  of  a  few  grains : 
its  more  certain  effect,  however,  is 
to  operate  downwards,  and  that 
not  always  withfafety  •  Korjig  and 
Ludovici  relate,  that  in  fome  fe- 
brile cafes,  it  has  occasioned  al- 
moft  mortal  diarrhoeas.  And  Stahl 
(de  proexeucriji  medica,  feci,  viii  ) 
reports,  that  the  intefiines  have  been 
found  eroded  by  it. 


SECT.     II. 
Preparations   of  S  I  L  V  E  R. 


SILVER  is  the  molt  permanent 
in  the  fire  of  all  the  metals  after 
gold.  It  diflblves  in  the  pure  ni- 
trous acid,  into  a  colourlefs,  tranf- 
parent  liquor,  intenfely  bitter  and 
corrofive.  This  folution  exficca- 
ted,  furnifhes.  the  (hops  with  an 
ufeful  cauftic  ;  which  has  likewife 
been  taken  internally  in  fmall  dofes, 
and  mixed  with  other  fubftances, 
as  an  hydragogue  :  it  flams  the  fkin 
black. 

CAUSTICUM  LUNARE. 
THE  LUNAR  CAUSTIC. 
Lond. 
Let    pure    filver   be    difTolved    in. 
about  twice  its  weight  of  aqua 
fortis,    upon  warm   fand  ;    then 
gently  increafe  the  heat,  until  a 
dry  mafs  is  left.     Melt  this  in  a 
crucible,  that  it  may  be  poured 
into     proper    moulds,    carefully 
avoiding  over  much   heat,    left 
the     matter     fhould    grow    too 
thick. 

Caufticumlunare,feulapisinfernalis. 

The  lunar  caujiic,  or  infernal Jione. 

Edinb. 

Difiblve  fine  cupelled  filver,  by  the 

heat  of  a   fand   bath,    in  three 

times  its  weight  of  fpirit  of  nitre. 

Evaporate    the     folution?    until 


two  thirds  of  the  moifture   are 
exhaled  :  then  put  the  matter  in- 
to   a  large  crucible,  and   exhale 
the    remaining   moiflure  over  a 
gentle  fire.     Augment   the  heat 
by  degrees,  until  the  mafs  flows 
like   oil,    and    ceafes  to  fume  : 
then   pour  it  into  an  iron  pipe 
made  for  this  purpofe,  previoufiy 
heated  and   greafed :    laftly,  let 
it  be  dried,  and  kept  for  ufe  in  a 
glafs  vefTel  clofe  ftopt. 
Strong  fpirit  of  nitre  will  difiblve 
fomewhat  more  than  half  its  weight 
of  pure  filver  ;  and  the  weaker  of 
the   aqiise   fortes,    formerly    defcri- 
bed,  proportionably    lefs,    accord- 
ing to  their  quantity  of  pure  nitrous 
acid.     Sometimes    this   fpirit  con- 
tains a  portion  of  the  vitriolic,  or 
marine  acids  ;  which,  however  mi- 
nute, renders  it  unfit  for  diflblving 
this  metal,  and  Should  therefore  be 
carefully  Separated  before  the  folu- 
tion  is    attempted.      The  method 
which  the  refiners  employ,  for  ex- 
amining  the  purity  of  their  aqua 
fortis,  and  purifying   it,    if  necef- 
fary,  is,    to  let  fall  into  it   a  few 
drops  of  a  perfect  folution  of  filver 
already  made  :    if  the    liquor  re- 
mains clear,  and   grows  not  in  the 
leaft  turbid  or  whitifh,  it  is  fit  for 
their  ufe  ;    otherwife,  they   add  a 

fmall 
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the  limits  in  which  it  is  intended 
to  operate. 


fmall  quantity  more  of  the  folution, 
which  immediately  turns  the  whole 
of  a  milk  white  colour :  the  mix- 
ture being  then  fuffered  to  reft  for 
fome  time,  depofites  a  white  fedi- 
Bient ;  from  which  it  is  warily  de- 
canted, examined  afrefh,  and  if 
need  be,  farther  purified,  by  a  frelh 
addition  of  the  folution. 

In  evaporating  the  liquor,  the 
heat  fhould  be  very  gentle,  till 
fuch  time  as  the  matter  appears  dry, 
and  then  quickly  raifed  fo  as  to 
melt  it :  as  foon  as  it  flows  thin, 
pour  it  into  the  mould,  without 
waiting  till  the  fumes  ceafe  to  ap- 
pear, for,  when  this  happens,  the 
preparation  proves  not  only  too 
thick  to  run  freely  into  the  mould, 
but  hkewife  lefs  corrofive  than  it  is 
expected  to  be. 

In  want  of  a  proper  iron  mould, 


PILULE  LUNARES. 
THE  LUNAR  PILLS. 
Diflblve  pure  filver  in  aqua  foftis, 
,  and   after  due   evaporation,    fet 
the    liquor    to    cryftallize.     Let 
the  cryftals  be  again  diflblved  in 
common    water,     and    mingled 
with  a   folution   of  equal   their 
weight  of  nitre.     Evaporate  this 
mixture   to    drynefs,     and   con- 
tinue   the   exficcation,     with   a 
gentle  heat,  keeping  the  matter 
conftantly  ftirring,    till  no  more 
fumes  arife. 

Here  it  is  necefTary  to  continue 
the  fire  till  the  fumes  entirely 
ceafe,  as  more  of  the  acid  is  re- 
quired to  be  diffipated,  than  in  the 
preceding  procefs.     The    prepara- 


one  may  be  formed  of  tempered  tion  is,  neverthelefs,    in  tafte  very 

tobacco  pipe  clay,    not  too  moift;  fharp,     intenfely   bitter    and   nau- 

"by  making  in  a  lump  of  it,  with  a  feous ;  applied  to  ulcers,  it  acls  as 

fmooth  ftick  firft  greafed,  as  many  a    cauftic,    but  mu,ch  milder  than 

holes  as  there  is  occafion  for  :  pour  the  foregoing.     Boerhaave,  Boyle, 

the  liquid  matter  into  thefe  cavi-  and  others,  greatly  commend  it  in 

ties,    and  when  congealed,  take  it  hydropic    cafes.      The   former   af- 

out  by  breaking  the  mould.     Each  fures  us,  that  two  grains  of  it  made 


piece  is  to  be  wiped  from  the 
greafe ;  and  wrapt  up  in  dry  foft 
paper,  not  only  to  keep  the  air 
from  acling  upon  them,    but  like- 


into  a  pill,  with  crumb  of  bread 
and  a  little  fugar,  and  taken  on  an 
empty  ftomach,  (fome  warm  wa- 
ter,   fweetened  with  honey,    being 


wife  to  prevent  their  corroding  or  drank   immediately    after,)     purge 

difcolouring  the  fingers  in  handling,  gently  without  griping,    and  bring 

This  preparation  is  a  ftrong  cau-  away   a   large   quantity  of  water, 

ftic,    and   frequently   employed  as  aimoft   without   the    patients    per- 

fuch,     for    confuming    warts   and  ceiving   it.     He   neverthelefs  cau- 

other  flefhy   excrefcencies,  keeping  tions    againft   the   too  liberal,     or 

down  fungous  flefh   in  wounds  or  continued    ufe  of    this    medicine  j 

ulcers,  and  other  like  ufes.     Jt  is  and  obferves,  that  by  its  corrofive 

rarely  applied  where  a  deep  efchar  quality,     it  weakens    the    bowels, 

is  required,   as  in   the  laying  open  particularly  the  ftomach;  and  that 

of  impofthumations  and  tumours  ;  therefore  proper   corroborants,     as 

for  the  quantity  neceil'ary  for  thefe  the    rob  of  juniper  berries,    ought 

purpofes,    liquefying   by  the  moi-  to  be  occasionally  interpofed. 
fture  of  the  fkin,  fpreads  beyond 


SECT. 
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SECT,    IIL 
Preparations  of  I RO N, 


IRON    calcines  by    fire    the 

molt  eafily,  and  melts  the  molt 
difficultly  of  all  the  metals.  Sul- 
phur promotes  its  fufion,  and 
changes  it  into  a  fubftance  not  great- 
ly diflimilar  to  a  combination  of  the 
metal,  with  vitriolic  acid.  All  a- 
cids  difiblve  this  metal ;  even  the 
air  corrodes  it  into  a  rail  or  calx. 

Iron,  in  its  metallic  form,  or 
lightly  calcined,  or  combined  with 
vegetable,  or  with  mineral  xcids, 
acts  in  the  human  body  in  the 
fame  manner,  (but  with  different 
degrees  of  power)  by  conftringing 
the  fibres.  In  all  thefe  ftates,  it 
promotes,  or  reftrains  fecretions, 
where  the  deficiency  or  excefs  pro- 
ceed from  a  laxity  and  debility  of 
the  veffels ;  and,  in  general,  raifes 
the  pulfe,  and  quickens  the  cir- 
culation. The  calces  are  the  leaft 
active  preparations,  and  in  mbft 
conftitutions  prove  altogether  in- 
ert:  the  crude  metal,  duly  com- 
minuted, is  more  eafily  foluble  in 
the  animal  fluids,  and  if  acefcent 
juices  are  lodged  in  the  prima? 
viae,  foon  manifefts  its  operation 
by  nidorous  eructations,  and  the 
black  colour  of  the  alvine  feces  :  if 
previoufly  combined  with  faline 
iodies,  it  fcarce  ever  fails  of  tak- 
ing effect. 

CHALYBIS  RUBIGO 
PR^EPARATA. 
RUST  OF  STEEL  PREPARED. 
Lond. 
Expofe  filings  of  Heel  to  the  air, 
frequently   moiftening  them  with 
vinegar    or    water,     until    they 
change    into  rufl  ;     then    grind 
them  in  a  mortar,  and  pouring 
on   water,    wafh  over  the  more 
fubtile  powder.     The  remainder 


is  to  be  expofed  afrefh  to  the 
air,  and  moiftened  as  at  firft, 
then  triturated  and  warned  again, 
and  the  powders  that  have  been 
wafhed  over,  dried,  and  kept 
for  ufe. 

MARTIS  LIMATURA 
PR^EPARATA. 
FILINGS  OF  IRON 
PREPARED. 
Edmb. 
Set  filings  of  iron,  firft  cleanfed  by 
the  magnet,    in  a   moift  place, 
that  they  may  turn  to  ruft,  which, 
is  to  be  ground  into  an  impal- 
pable powder. 

They  may  likewife  be  prepared, 
by  moiftening  them  with  viae- 
gar. 

The  cleanfing  of  iron  filings  hy 
means  of  a  magnet  is  very  tedious, 
and  does  not  anfwer  fo  well  as 
might  be  expected  ;  for  if  they  are 
rufty,  they  will  not  be  attracted  by 
it,  or  not  fufficiently ;  nor  will 
they,  by  this  means,  be  entirely 
freed  from  brafs,  copper,  or  other 
metallic  fubftances  which  may  ad- 
here to  them.  It  appears  from  the 
experiments  of  Henckel  (Pyritolog. 
cap.  <vom  eifen  im  kiefs)  that  if  iron 
be  mixed  by  fufion  with  even  its 
own  weight  of  any  of  the  other 
metals  or  femimetals,  regulus  of 
antimony  alone  excepted,  the  com- 
pound will  be  vigoroufly  attracted 
by  the  load-ftone.  —  The  ruft  of 
iron  is  to  be  procured  at  a  mode- 
rate rate  from  the  dealers  in  iron, 
free  from  any  impurities,  except 
fuch  as  may  be  wafhed  off  by 
water. 

The  ruft  of  iron  is  preferable  as 
a  medicine  to  the  calces,  or  croci, 
made  by   a  ftrong  fire.     Hoffman 

relates, 
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relates,  that  he  has  frequently  given 
it  with  remarkable  fuccefs,  in  ob- 
ftinate  chlorotic  cafes  accompanied 
with  exceffive  headachs,  and  other 
violent  fymptoms ;  and  that  he 
ufually  joined  with  it  pimpinella, 
arum  root,  and  fait  of  tartar,  with  a 
little  cinnamon  and  fugar.  The 
dofe  is  from  four  or  five  grains  to 
twenty  or  thirty  :  fome  have  gone 
as  far  as  a  dram  ;  but  all  the  prepa- 
rations of  this  metal  anfwer  bell;  in 
fmall  dofes,  which  fhould  rather 
be  often  repeated  than  enlarged. 

Lemery  fhews  a  method  of  re- 
ducing fteel  to  a  very  fine  powder 
without  rufting  it.  The  filings  are 
put  in  an  unglazed  earthen  velTel, 
with  fo  much  water  as  will  ftand 
above  them  about  four  inches : 
the  whole  is  to  be  well  ftirred  every 
day,  and  more  water  fupplied,  as 
that  in  the  vefTel  exhales,  fo  that 
the  fteel  may  remain  always  cover- 
ed :  by  this  means,  he  fays,  the 
filings  will,  in  no  long  time,  fall 
into  an  impalpable  black  powder. 
If  fufFered  to  remain  for  a  little 
while  uncovered  with  water,  a  part 
changes  into  ruft. 

CHALYBS  CUM  SULPHURE 
PR^EPARATUS. 
STEEL  PREPARED  WITH 
SULPHUR. 
Lond. 
Heat  the   fteel,  with  a  very  fierce 
fire,    to    a    ftrong   white  heat  ; 
and  in  this  ftate,   apply  it  to  a 
roll  of  fulphur  held  over  a  vef- 
fel  of  water :  the  fteel  will  melt, 
and  fall  down  in  drops,    which 
are  to  be   picked  out  from  the 
fulphur    that    runs    down    with 
them,    and  ground  into  an  im- 
palpable powder. 
It  was  fuppofed  in  former  edi- 
tions of  this  work,    that  this  pre- 
paration is   no  other  than  common 
brimftone,  and  that  it  contains  no- 
thing of  the  fteel.     If  the  fteel  in- 
deed is  not  made  extremely  hot,  it 


will  not  melt  on  applying  it  to  the 
fulphur  ;    and    the  latter   will  run 
into  the  water  by  itfelf :  but  if  the 
metal  is  heated  to  the  degree  above 
directed,  it  will  readily  melt,  and 
fall  down  in  drops  of  a  brown  co- 
lour ;   whilft  the  fulphur  runs  into 
long    yellow    firings.      The   heat, 
requifite  for  this  purpofe,  is  fcarce 
procurable  in  the  furnaces  of  the 
apothecary ;    and  even  if  the  fteel 
is  fufficiently  heated  at  firft,  it  will 
foon  become  too  cool  to  be  cor- 
roded  by    the    fulphur.     For   this  ' 
reafon,  and  on  account  of  the  of- 
fenfive   fames,     which    arife    very 
copioufiy,     and   are    not  avoidable 
by  the  operator,    this  procefs  has 
been   long   neglected.     The   ftiops 
have  been  generally  fupplied  with 
a  preparation  of  fteel  with  fulphur 
made,  at  an  eafier  rate,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

MARS  SULPHURATUS. 
SULPHURATED  IRON. 
Etfinb. 
Mix  filings  of  iron  with  twice  their 
weight    of     powdered    fulphur, 
and   as   much  water  as  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  them  into  a  pafte  : 
fuffer  this   to  ftand  and  ferment 
for  fix  hours  j    then  put   it  into 
a  crucible,  and  let  it  deflagrate : 
afterwards  keep  the  matter  con- 
tinually ftirring  with  an  iron  fpa- 
tula,  till  it  falls  into  a  deep  black 
powder. 

if  the  quantity  of  this  mixture  is 
confiderable,  and  ftrongly  prefled 
down,  it  will  ferment  fo  violently 
as  to  burft  out  into  flame.  The 
calces,  or  ores  of  iron,  do  not 
produce  this  phenomenon. 

CROCUS  MARTIS  APERIENS. 
OPENING  CROCUS  OF  IRON. 
Edi?ib. 
This  is  made  by  keeping  the  fore- 
going   preparation   longer     over 
the  fire,  when  it  aflumes  a  red 
colour. 
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the  ruft  of  iron,  gently  calcined 
in  a  crucible  to  rednefs. 
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CROCUS  MARTIS 
ASTRINGENS. 

ASTRINGENT  CROCUS  OF 

IRON. 

Edinb. 

This   is  made  from    the  opening 

crocus  of  iron,  by  reverberating 

it  for  a  long    time  in  the  moil: 

extreme  degree  of  heat. 

Thefe  preparations  differ  from 
one  another  in  virtue  ;  though  the 
difference  is  not  of  fuch  a  kind  as 
the  titles,  they  have  been  ufually 
diftinguifhed  by,  import.  All  the 
preparations  of  fteel  aft,  if  they  aft 
at  all,  by  an  aftringent  quality  ; 
that  above  denominated  aftringent, 
has  the  leaft,  if  any,  effeft.  The 
crocus  aperiem  has  a  greater  chance 
of  entering  the  habit  j  and  the  ful- 
phurated  fteel  will  in  moil  confti- 
tutions  take  place  (tho'  with  lefs 
certainty  than  the  following  pre- 
parations.) They  may  be  given 
in  form  of  bolus,  eleftary,  or  pill, 
from  fix  grains  to  a  fcruple. 

In  fome  pharmacopeias,  the 
croci  of  iron  are  prepared  from 
pure  green  vitriol.  This  ftrongly 
calcined  (or  the  colcothar  remain- 
ing after  the  diftillation  of  oil  of 
vitriol)  is  the  aftringent  crocus  ; 
when  lefs  calcined,  it  is  called  a- 
perient.  Thefe  preparations  differ 
little  from  thofe  above  diftinguilhed 
by  the  fame  appellations. 

MARS  SOLUBILIS,  feu 
CHALYBS    TARTARIZATUS. 
SOLUBLE  or  TARTARIZED 
STEEL. 
Edinb. 
Mix  equal  parts  of  iron  filings  and 
cryftals  of  tartar,  with  as  much 
water   as  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
them  into  a  mafs  :  this  is  to  be 


formed   into   balls,    then   baked 
in  an  oven,  ground  into  powder, 
and  again  made  into  balls  with  a 
frefh  parcel  of  water,  and  baked 
in  an   oven   as  before.     Repeat 
,     this  operation,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  matter  will  eafily  grind  into 
an  impalpable  power. 
This  is   a  very  elegant  and  ufe- 
ful  preparation  of  fteel,  and  will  in 
many  cafes  take  effeft  after  all  the 
foregoing  ones  have  failed ;  the  fait 
here   joined    rendering   the    metal 
fufficiently  foluble    in  the    animal 
fluids.     It  may  be  given  either  in  a 
liquid  form,  or  in  that  of  a  bolus, 
&c.  in  dofes  of  half  a  fcruple  or  a 
fcruple.     Dr.  Willis  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  inventor  of  this  prepara- 
tion, and  by  his  name  it  has  been 
ufually  diftinguilhed  in  the  fhops. 
The  chemifts  have  received  another 
method  of  preparing  iron  with  tar- 
tar ;  which  is  as  follows  : 
Take  equal  quantities  of  filings  of 
iron,  and  of  white  tartar.    Grind 
them  together,  and  put  them  into 
a  crucible,  which  is  to  be  fet  in 
a  fire  ftrong  enough  to  make  the 
materials  red  hot ;  in  this   ftate 
let  them  continue  for  fome  time. 
When  grown  cold,    powder  the 
matter  in  a  mortar ;  and  the  part 
which  will  not  pafs  through   a 
fine  fieve,  heat  and  pulverize  a- 
gain  ;    repeating  this,    until  the 
whole  has  palTed  through.     Mix 
the  feveral  fiftings  together,  and 
keep  them  in  a  veffel  clofe  ftopt 
from  the  air. 

This  preparation  is  foluble  like 
the  foregoing  :  expofed  to  the  air, 
it  deliquiates  like  alcaline  falts,  and 
therefore  is  not  to  be  prefcribed  in 
any  dry  form.  It  is  very  rarely 
made  ufe  of. 


FLORES  MARTIALES. 

MARTIAL  FLOWERS. 

Lond, 


Take 


320         Tbe  Engtifi  Difpenfatory  improved.     Part  II. 


Take  of 

Colcothar  of  green  vitriol  wafihed, 
or  of  filings  of  iron,  one  pound; 
Sal  ammoniac,  two  pounds. 

Mix  and  fublime  in  a  retort.  Grind 
the  flowers  with  the  matter  which 
remains  in  the  bottom  of  the  re- 
tort, and  repeat  the  fublimation 
until  the  flowers  arife  of  a  beau- 
tiful yellowifh  colour. 
To  the  refiduum  you  may  add 
half  a  pound  of  frelh  fal  ammo- 
niac, and  fublime  as  before,-  re- 
peating this  as  long  as  the  flow- 
ers arife  well  coloured. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 
Iron  filings, 

Sal  ammoniac  powdered,  each  e- 
qual  parts. 
Mix  them  well  together,  and  fufFer 
them  to  Hand  for  fome  time  in  a 
moift  place-:  then  put  them  into 
an  earthen   cucurbit ;    fit   on   a 
glafs  head,  and  proceed  to  fubli- 
mation.    Firft  a  fpirit  of  fal  am- 
moniac will  arife,    which   may 
be  catched  in  a  receiver ;  then 
white    flowers,    which    may  be 
thrown  away  ;  and  at  length  yel- 
lowifli  red  flowers ;  thefe  Lift  are 
to  be  fwept  out  of  the  head  with 
a  feather,  and  kept  for  ufe. 
A  tin&ure  of  fteel  may  be  drawn 
from  the  caput  mortuum,  as  alfo 
from  the  flowers. 
The  fuccefs  of  this  procefs  de- 
pends principally  upon  the  fire  be- 
ing haftily  raifed,  that  the  fal  am- 
moniac may  not  fublime  before  the 
heat  is  become  flrong  enough    to 
enable  it   to   carry  up  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  iron.     Hence  glafs 
veffels  are  not  fo  proper  as  earthen 
or  iron  ones ;  for  when  the  former 
are  made  ufe  of,  the  fire  cannot  be 
raifed   quick    enough   without  en- 
dangering  the  breaking   of  them. 
The  molt  convenient  inftrument  is 
an  iron  pot ;  to  which  may  be  lu- 


ted an  inverted  earthen  jar,  having 
a  fmall  hole,  in  its  bottom,  to  fuf- 
fer  the  elaftic  vapours,  which  arife 
during  the  operation,  to  efcape.  It 
is  of  advantage  to  throughly  mix 
the  ingredients  together,  moiften 
them  with  a  little  water,  and  then 
gently  dry  them  ;  and  to  repeat  the 
pulverization,  humeftation  and  ex- 
ficcation,  two  or  three  times  or 
oftner.  If  this  method  is  follow- 
ed, the  fal  ammoniac  may  be  in- 
creafed  to  three  times  the  quantity 
of  the  iron,  or  farther ;  and  a  An- 
gle fublimation  will  oftentimes  be 
fufHcient  to  raife  flowers  of  a  very 
deep  orange  colour. 

This  preparation  is  fuppofed  to 
be  highly  aperient  and  attenuating  ; 
though  no  otherwife  fo  than  the 
reft  of  the  chalybeates,  or  at  moft, 
only  by  virtue  of  the  faline  matter 
joined  to  the  iron.  It  has  been 
found  of  good  fervice  in  hyfterical 
and  hypochondriacal  cafes,  and  in 
diflempers  proceeding  from  a  laxity 
and  weaknefs  of  the  folids,  as  the 
rickets.  It  may  be  conveniently 
exhibited  in  the  form  of  a  bolus, 
from  fix  grains  to  twenty :  it  is 
naufeous ,  in  a  liquid  form  (unlefs 
in  fpirituous  tinfture)  and  occafions 
pills  to  fwell  and  crumble,  except 
fuch  as  are  made  of  the  gums. 

LIXIVIUM  MARTIS. 
LET  OF  IRON. 
Land. 
Let  the  matter  which  remains  after 
the   fublimation  of  the   martial 
flowers,    be  fet   by   in   a   moift 
place :  it  will  run  into  a  liquor, 
which  is  to  be  kept  for  ufe. 
This  liquor  fcems  greatly  to  re- 
femble  a  faturared  lolution   of  iron 
made  in  fpirit  of  ialt :  its  tafte   is 
highly    aftringent,     and  fomewhat 
fvveetifh.     It  may  be  given  in  dofes 
of  a  few  drops,  in  any  convenient 
\rehicle,  for  the  fame  intentions  as 
the  other  chalybeates. 

SAL 
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SAL  MARTIS. 
SALT  OF  STEEL. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Strong   fpirit  or  oil  of    vitriol, 

eight  ounces ; 
Iron  filings,  four  ounces  ; 
Water,  two  pints. 
Mix  them  together  ;  and  after  the 
ebullition  ceafes,  let  the  mixture 
ftand  for  fome  time   upon  warm 
fand  :  then  pour  off,  and  filter 
the  liquor  ;  and  after  proper  ex- 
halation, fet  it  by  to  cryftallize. 

VITRIOLUM  MARTIS,    feu 

SAL  CHALYBIS. 
VITRIOL  of  IRON,    or  SALT 
of  STEEL. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  vitriol,  four  ounces  : 
Water,  ten  ounces ; 
Filings  of  iron,  three  ounces. 
Cautioufly  mix  them  together,  and 
digeft  in  a  cucurbit  for  twelve 
hours,  that  the  metal  may  be 
diffolved  :  filter  the  folution 
vvhilfl  hot,  then  evaporate  it  to  a 
pellicle,  and  fet  it  in  a  cold  place, 
until  the  vitriol  has  cryftallized 
at  the  bottom  of  the  veffel. 
The  liquor  poured  off  from  the 
cryflals,  is  to  be  again  evapo- 
rated till  a  pellicle  forms  on  the 
furface,  and  fet  to  fhoot  as  be- 
fore. Collecl  all  the  cryftals  to- 
gether, and  dry  them  on  a  paper 
in  the  fhade. 

During  the  difTolution  of  the  iron, 
a  ftrong  fulphureous  vapour  arifes, 
which  on  the  approach  of  flame, 
catches  fire,  and  explodes,  fo  as 
fometimes  to  burft  the  veffel  :  to 
this  particular  therefore,  the  opera- 
tor ought  to  have  due  regard. 

The  chemifts  are  feldom  at  the 
trouble  of  preparing  this  fait  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  above  gi- 
ven ;  but  in  its  ftead  fubftitute  com- 
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mon  green  vitriol,  purified  by  fo- 
lution in  water,  filtration,  and  cry- 
ftallization.  The  only  difference 
betwixt  the  two  is,  that  the  com- 
mon vitriol  contains  fomewhat  more 
metal  in  proportion  to  the  acid ; 
and  hence  in  keeping,  its  green 
colour  is  debafed  by  a  rufty  brown- 
ifh  call.  The  fuperfluous  quantity 
of  metal  may  be  eafily  feparated, 
by  fuffering  the  folution  of  the  vi- 
triol to  ftand  for  fome  time  in  a  cold 
place,  when  a  brownifti  yellow 
ochery  fediment  will  fall  to  the 
bottom ;  or  it  may  be  perfectly 
diffolved,  and  kept  fufpended,  by 
a  fuitable  addition  of  oil  of  vitriol. 
If  the  vitriol  is  fufpefted  to  contain 
any  cupreous  matter,  the  firft  me- 
thod fhould  be  followed ;  for  thus 
the  moft  minute  portion  of  copper 
will  be  feparated.  The  common 
Englifh  vitriol  very  rarely  contains 
any  metallic  fubftance  befides 
iron. 

The  fait  of  fteel  is  one  of  the 
moft  efficacious  preparations  of  this 
metal  ;  and  not  unfrequently  made 
ufe   of,    in  cachectic  and  chlorotic 
cafes,  for   exciting  the  uterine  pur- 
gations, ftrengthening  the  tone  of 
the  vifcera,  and  deftroying  worms. 
It  may  be  conveniently  exhibited 
in  a  liquid  form,    largely  diluted 
with  aqueous  fluids  :  half  a  fcruple, 
diffolved  in    a  pint  of  water,  may 
be   drank  at  a  time,    divided  into 
different  dofes  :  this  quantity  gives 
no  very  difagreeable  tafte    to   the 
water.     If  the  dofe  is  increafed  to 
half  a  dram  or  a  dram,  it  for  the 
moft  part  gently  purges ;  and  pow- 
erfully promotes  urine,  efpecially  if 
the  patient  walks   about  in  a  cool 
air  during  the   operation.     Thefe 
folutions  may  be  ufed  as  fuccedanea 
to   the  natural  chalybeate  waters, 
and  will  in  many  cafes  produce  fi« 
milar  effects, 

y  SECT. 
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SECT.    IV. 
PREPA  RATIONS   of  COPPER. 


COPPER  is  lefs  eafy  of  folution 
than  iron  ;  and,  in  its  metallic  ftate, 
does  not  appear  to  be  adled  on  by 
the  animal  fluids,  or  to  have  any 
confiderable  efFett  in  the  body. 
Diflblved,  it  proves  externally  an 
efcharotic ;  internally,  a  violent  pur- 
gative and  emetic.  Acids  of  every 
kind  diflblve  it,  and  likewife  vola- 
tile alcalies.  With  the  vegetable, 
nitrous,  and  marine  acids,  it  forms 
a  green  folution ;  with  the  vitriolic 
acid,  and  volatile  alcalies,  a  blue. 

MS  USTUM. 
Let  thin  copper  plates  be  ftratified 
in  a  crucible,  with  fulphur,  ni- 
tre, or  common  fait,  and  calcined 
until  they  are  reduced  into  a 
powder. 

Thefe  preparations  confift  of  cop- 
per combined  with  a  fmall  portion 
of  faline  matter.  They  were  ufed 
by  the  ancients  for  drying  and 
cleanfmg  ulcers,  and  preventing  the 
growth  of  fungous  flefh  :  and  fome- 
times  likewife  internally  as  an  eme- 
tic ;  but  have  not,  for  a  long  time, 
been  taken  notice  of  among  us,  for 
any  medicinal    intention. 

CRYSTALLI  VENERIS. 
CRYSTALS  of  COPPER. 

Diflblve  pure  copper  in  thrice  its 
weight  of  aqua  fortis,  adding  the 
metal  to  the  acid  by  little  and 
little  at  a  time.  Evaporate  the 
liquor  by  a  gentle  heat,  till  one 
half  of  it  is  walled  ;  then  fet  the 
remainder  in  a  cool  place  to  cry  - 
ftallize  :  afterwards  dry  the  cr;  - 
Hals,  and  keep  them  in  a  vial  cloie 
ltopt  from  the  air. 
Thefe  cryftals  are   flrongly  cau- 

flic,  fimilar  to  the  cauflicum  l&nart  \ 


but  are  fo  much  difpofed  to  lique- 
fy, that  they  are  fcarce  ever  made 
ufe  of,  and  cannot  be  long  pre- 
fer ved. 

TINCTURA  VENERIS 

VOLATILIS. 

VOLATILE  TINCTURE  of 

COPPER. 

Take  of 

Copper  filings,  one  dram  ; 
Spirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  twelve 
drams. 
Let  them  ftand  together  in  a  clofe 
veflel,  frequently  fhaking  it,  un- 
til the  liquor  is  tinged  of  a  beau- 
tiful violet  colour. 
This  tindlure,  or  folution  of  cop- 
per, has  been  given  internally,  m 
the  dofe  of  a  few  drops,  as  a  diu- 
retic.     Boerhaave    directs   at   firlt 
three  drops  to  be  taken  in  a  morn- 
ing falling,  with  a  glafs  of  mead, 
and  this  dofe  to  be   daily  doubled 
till  it  comes  to  twenty-four  drops  ; 
which  laft  quantity  is  to  be  conti- 
nued for  fome  days  :  he  fays,  that 
by  this  means,  he  cured  an  hydro- 
pic perfon  labouring  under  a  con- 
firmed afcites ;  and  that  the  medi- 
cine procured  furprizing  discharges 
of  urine  ;  thatnevcrthelefs,  on  try- 
ing it  in  another  cafe  of  the  fame 
kind,  it  did  not  anfwer.     See  the 
article  CUPRUM,  page  120. 

ENS  VENERIS. 
Edinb. 
Take 

Colcothar  of  blue  vitriol  well  e 
dulcorated  with  water,  and  af- 
terwards dried  ; 
Sal  ammoniac ,    of  each  equal 
parts. 
Reduce  them  feparately  into  pow- 
der 
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der ;  then  mix,  and  put  them  in- 
to an  eanhen  cucurbit,  fo  as  to 
fill  two  thirds  thereof.  Place  the 
cucurbit  in  an  open  fire,  and 
having  adapted  to  it  aglafs  blind 
head,  apply  at  firft  a  gentle  heat, 
which  is  to  be  increafed  by  de- 
grees, and  continued  as  long  as 
the  flowers  arife  of  a  yellow  co- 
lour inclining  to  red  :  when  the 
veffels  are  grown  cold,  let  the 
flowers  be  carefully  fwept  out 
with  a  feather. 
This  medicine  is  taken  from  Mr. 

Boyle.    It  has  been  lately  difputed, 

whether  the  author  prepared  it  from 

blue  vitriol  or  from  green :  for  tho' 

he   exprefly  fays,  he  ufed  blue  or 

cupreous  vitriol,  it  is  affirmed  that 

this  will  not  yield  flowers   of  the 

colour  here  required  ;    and   it    is 

certain  that  pure  copper  will   not. 

It  appears  however  from   experi- 


3*3 

ence,  that  the  foreign  blue  vitriols, 
the  forts  ufed  and  recommended  by 
Boyle,  will  afford,  with  fal  ammo- 
niac, a  fublimate  pofTeffing  the  qua- 
lities he  afcribes  to  his  preparation, 
and  not  greatly  different  from  the 
martial  flowers  already  fpoken  of. 
The  foreign  blue  vitriols,  though 
manifeftly  cupreous,  are  not  purely 
fuch  :  feveral  trials  difcover  in  them 
a  quantity  of  iron  ;  and  fal  ammo- 
niac elevates  iron  much  more  rea- 
dily than  it  does  copper.  The 
making  of  this  preparation  from 
venereal  vitriol,  however,  is  by  no 
means  to  be  recommended  ;  fince 
in  fome  cafes  fo  much  of  the  cop- 
per may  be  raifed,  as  to  give  it 
noxious  qualities ;  and  fince  it  is 
parable  with  greater  certainty,  and 
at  an  eafier  rate,  from  iron  or  its 
vitriol. 


SECt.    V. 
P  REPARATIONS    of  LEAD. 


LEAD  readily  melts  in  the  fire, 
and  calcines  into  a  dufky  powder  ; 
which,  if  the  flame  is  reverberated 
on  it,  becomes  at  firft  yellow,  then 
red,  and  at  length  melts  into  a  vi- 
treous mafs.  This  metal  diflblves 
eafily  in  the  nitrous  acid,  difficultly 
in  the  vitriolic,  and  in  fmall  quan- 
tity in  the  vegetable  acids  :  it  is  alfo 
foluble  in  expreffed  oils>  efpecially 
when  calcined. 

Lead  and  its  calces*  whilft  un- 
diflblved,  have  no  confiderable  ef- 
fects as  medicines.  DifTolved  in 
oils,  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  (when 
externally  applied)  antiinflamma- 
tory and  deficcative.  Combined 
with  vegetable  acids,  they  are  nota- 
bly fo  ;  and  taken  internally,  prove 
a  powerful  but  dangerous  ft'yptic. 


PLUMBUM  USTUxVL 
BURNT  LEAD. 
Edlnb. 
Melt  lead  in  an  unglazed  earthen 
veflel  ;  and  keep   it  continually 
ftirring,  with  an  iron  fpatula,  till 
it  changes  into  powder. 

MINIUM. 
RED  LEAD. 
Edinb.  . 
This   is  made  by  a  continuance  of 
the  foregoing  procefs.  The  pow- 
der,   at  firft  blackifh,  in  a  little 
time    becomes   yellow ,   and    at 
length  of  a  very  red  colour,  when 
it  is   to  be  taken  from  the  fire, 
and  kept  for  ufe. 
The  preparation  of  red  lead  is  fo 
troublefome   and  tedious,  as  fcarce 
Y  2  ever 
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ever  to  be  attempted  by  the  apo- 
thecary or  chemift  ;  nor  indeed  is 
this  commodity  expe&ed  to  be 
made  by  them.  The  makers  melt 
large  quantities  of  lead  at  once,  up- 
on the  bottom  of  a  reverberatory 
furnace  built  for  this  purpofe,  and 
fo  contrived,  that  the  flame  a£ts  up- 
on a  large  furface  of  the  metal, 
which  is  continually  changed  by  the 
means  of  iron  rakes  drawn  back- 
wards and  forwards,  till  the  fluidity 
of  the  lead  is  deftroyed  ;  after  which 
the  calx  is  only  now  and  then  turn- 
ed. It  is  faid,  that  twenty  pounds 
of  lead  gain,  in  this  procefs,  five 
pounds ;  and  that  the  calx,  being 
reduced  into  lead  again,  is  found 
one  pound  lefs  than  the  original 
weight  of  the  metal. 
/  Thefe  calces  are  employed  in  ex- 
ternal applications,  for  abating  in- 
flammations, cleanfing  and  healing 
ulcers  and  the  like.  Their  effe&s, 
however,  are  not  very  confidera- 
ble ;  nor  are  they  perhaps  of  much 
farther  real  ufe,  than  as  they  give 
confiftence  to  the  plafter,  unguent, 
&c. 

CERUSSA. 

CERUSSE,  or  WHITE  LEAD. 

Edinb. 

Put  fome  vinegar  into  the  bottom 
of  an  earthen  veflel,  and  fuf- 
pend  over  the  vinegar  very  thin 
plates  of  lead,  in  fuch^a  manner, 
"that  the  vapour,  which  arifes 
from  the  acid,  may  circulate  a- 
bout  the  plates.  Set  the  contain- 
ing veflel  in  the  heat  of  horfe 
dung,  for  three  weeks  j  if  at  the 
end  of  this  time  the  plates  are 
not  totally  calcined,  fcrape  off* 
the  white  powder,  and  expofe 
them  again  to  the  fleam  of  vine- 
gar, till  all  the  lead  is  thus  cor- 
roded into  powder. 
The  making  of  white  lead  alfo 

is  become  a  trade   by  itfelf,  and 


confined  to  a  few  perfons,  who  have 
large  conveniencies  for  this  pur- 
pofe. The  general  method  which 
they  follow,  is  nearly  the  fame 
with  that  above  defcribed.  See 
the  philofophical  tranfa&ions,  No. 

137- 

In  this  preparation,  the  lead  is 
fo  far  opened  by  the  acid,  as  to  dif- 
cover,  when  taken  internally,  the 
malignant  quality  of  the  metal : 
and  to  prove  externally,  when 
fprinkled  on  running  fores  or  ulcers, 
moderately  cooling,  drying  and  a- 
ftri&ive. 

SACCHARUM  SATURNI, 

SUGAR  OF  LEAD, 

Lond. 

Boil  cerufle  with  diftilled  vinegar, 
in  a  leaden  veflel,  until  the  vine- 
gar becomes  fufficiently  fweet: 
then  filter  the  vinegar  through 
paper,  and  after  due  evaporation 
fet  it  to  cryflallize. 
Edinb. 

Put  any  quantity  of  cerufle,  mi- 
nium, or  litharge,  into  a  cucur- 
bit, and  pour  thereon  diftilled 
vinegar,  to  the  height  of  four 
inches.  Digeft  them  together 
for  fome  days  in  a  fand  heat,  till 
the  vinegar  has  acquired  a  fweet- 
ifli  tafte,  when  it  is  to  be  fuffer- 
ed  to  fettle,  and  then  poured 
off*.  Add  frefli  vinegar  to  the 
remainder,  and  repeat  this  pro- 
cefs till  the  menftruum  no  longer 
extradls  any  fweet  tafte.  Let  all 
the  impregnated  liquors  reft  for 
fome  time  ;  and  after  they  have 
been  poured  from  the  feces,  eva- 
porate them,  in  a  glafs  veflel, 
to  the  confiftence  of  thin  honey  ; 
fo  that,  upon  being  fet  in  a  cool 
place,  the  fugar  may  Ihoot  into 
cryftals,  which  are  afterwards  to 
be  dried  in  the  fhade.  Exhale 
the  remaining  liquor  to  a  pellicle, 
fet  it  again  in  the  cold,  and  more 
cryftals 
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cryftals  will  (hoot  j   repeat  this 

operation  till  no  cryftals  can  be 

any  longer  obtained. 

Cerufle  (efpecially  that  fort  called 
fake  lead,   which  is  not,   like  the 
others,    fubjeft  to  adulteration)  is 
much  preferable  either  to  minium 
or  litharge,  for  making  the  fugar 
of  lead  :  for  the  corrofion,  which 
it  has  already  undergone  from  the 
fleam  of  vinegar,  difpofes  it  to  dif- 
folve  more  readily.     It  fhould  be 
finely  powdered  before  the  vinegar 
is  put  to  it,  and  during  the  dige- 
ftion  or  boiling,    every  now  and 
then  ftirred  up  with  a  wooden  fpa- 
tula,  to  promote  its  diflblution,  and 
prevent  its  concreting  into  a  hard 
mafs  at  the  bottom.     The  ftrong 
acid  obtained  from  the  caput  mor- 
tuum   of  vinegar   (fee  page  289.; 
may  be  employed  for  this  procefs, 
to  better  advantage  than  the  weak- 
er though  purer  acid  above  direct- 
ed.    If  a  fmall  quantity  of  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine  be  prudently  added 
to  the  folution  as  foon  as  it  is  duly 
exhaled,  and  the  mixture  fuffered 
to  grow  cold  by  flow  degrees,  the 
fugar  will  concrete  into  very  large 
and  tranfparent  cryftals,  which  are 
fcarcely  to  be  obtained  by  any  other 
method. 

The  fugar  of  lead  is  much  more 
efficacious  than  the  foregoing  pre- 
parations, in  the  feveral  intentions 
which  they  are  applied  to.     Some 
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have  ventured  upon  it  internally, 
in  dofes  of  a  few  grains,  as  a  ftyp- 
tic,  in  ha;morrhagies,  profufe  col- 
liquative fweats,  feminal  fluxes,  the 
fluor  albus,  &c.  nor  has  it  failed 
their  expectations.  It  very  power- 
fully reftrains  the  difcharge  ;  but 
almoft  as  certainly  as  it  does  this, 
it  occasions  fymptoms  of  another 
kind,  often  more  dangerous  than 
thofe  removed  by  it,  and  fome- 
times  fatal.  Violent  pains  in  the 
bowels,  or  through  the  whole  bo- 
dy, and  obftinate  conftipations, 
fometimes  immediately  follow,  ef- 
pecially if  the  dofe  has  been  confi- 
derable  :  cramps,  tremors,  and 
weaknefs  of  the  nerves  generally, 
fooner  cr  later,  enfue. 

Boerhaave  is  of  opinion,  that  this 
preparation  proves  malignant  only 
in  fo  far  as  its  acid  happens  to  be 
abforbed  in  the  body ;  for  in  fuch 
cafe,  he  fays,  "  it  returns  again  in- 
"  to  cerufle  which  is  violently  poi- 
"  fonous."  On  this  principle,  it 
would  follow,  that  in  habits  where 
acidities  abound,  the  fugar  of  lead 
would  be  innocent.  But  this  is  far 
from  being  the  cafe.  Lead  and  its 
preparations  act  in  the  body  only 
in  fo  far  as  they  are  combined  with 
acid :  cerufle  poflefles  the  qualities 
of  the  faccharum  only  in  a  low  de- 
gree ;  and  either  of  them  freed 
from  the  acid,  have  little,  if  any 
effect  at  all. 


SECT.    VI. 
P  REPARATIONS    of   TIN. 


TIN  eafily  melts  in  the  fire,  and 
calcines  into  a  dufky  powder,  which 
by  a  farther  continuance  of  the  heat, 
becomes  white.  A  mafs  of  tin, 
heated  till  it  is  juft  ready  to  melt, 
proves  extremely  brittle,  fo  as  to 
fall  in  pieces  from  a  blow,  and  by 
dextrous  agitation  into  powder,    Its 


proper  menftruum  is  aqua  regia, 
though  the  other  mineral  acids  alfo 
may  be  made  to  diflblve  it,  and  the 
vegetable  ones  in  fmall  quantity. 
It  cryftallizes  with  the  vegetable 
and  vitriolic  acids ;  but  with  the 
others,  deliquiates. 

The  virtues  of  this  metal  are  lit- 
'       Y  5  tie 
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*le  known.  It  has  been  recom- 
mended as  an  antihyfteric,  anti- 
heclic,  &c.  At  prefent,  it  is  chiefly 
ufed  as  an  anthelmintic, 

STANNUM  PULVERATUM. 
POWDERED  TIN. 
Land. 
Melt  the  tin,    and  pour  it  into   a 
wooden  box  rubbed  in  the  in  fide 
with  chalk :    then    immediately 
let  the  box  be  nimbly  fhook,  and 
a  part  of  the  tin  will   fall  into 
.powder.     The  remainder  is  to 
be   melted   a  fecond  time,  and 
treated  in  the  fame  manner,  till 
the  whole  of  the  metal  is  thus  re* 
duced  into  powder. 
This  preparation  has  been  ufed 
for  fome  time  as  a  remedy  againft 
worms,  particularly  the  flat  kinds, 
which  too  often  elude  the  force  of 
other  medicines.    The  general  dofe 
is  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram  j  fome 
confine  it  to  a  few    grains.     But 
Dr.  Alfton  allures  us,  in  the  Edin- 
burgh effays,  that  its  fuccefs  chiefly 
depends  upon   its  being  given  in 
much  larger  quantities  :    he  exhi- 
bits an  ounce,    on  an  empty  fto- 
mach,  mixed  with  four  ounces  of 
melafTes ;  next  day,  half  an  ounce  ; 
and   the    day   following,    half  an 
ounce  more:    after  which,    a  ca- 
thartic is  adminiflered  :  he  fays  the 
worms  are  ufually  voided   during 
the  operation  of  the  purge,  but  that 
pains  of  the  ftomach  occafioned  by 
them    are   removed  almoft  imme- 
diately upon  taking  the  firft  dofe 
of  the    tin.     The  experiments  on 
tin,  related  in  pagezi  1  of  this  work, 
account  fufficiently  for  its  being  de- 
flru&ive  to  thefe  animals ;  though 
not  for  }ts  being  fafe  to  the  pa^ 
tient. 

C4LX  JO  VIS. 

CJLX  OF  TIN. 

Edinb. 

Melt  any  quantity  of  tin  in  an  un- 


glafed  earthen  veffel,  and  keep 
it  continually  fiirring,  with  an 
iron  fpatula,  until  it  falls  into  a 
calx. 

This  pro.cefs  is  not  here  intended 
to  be  carried  fo  far  as  the  pharma- 
ceutical writers  in  general  diredt : 
it  muft  be  difcontinued  as  foon  as 
the  metal  is  reduced  into  a  dufky 
powder :  if  calcined  to  whitenefs, 
the  following  operation  would  not 
fucceed.  As  to  the  virtues,  of  the 
calx,  we  apprehend  they  are  not 
greatly  different  from  thofe  of  the. 
foregoing  preperation, 

SAL  JOVIS. 

SALT  OF  TIN. 
Edinb. 
Take  of  the 

Calx  of  tin,  any  quantity  at  plea- 

fure ; 

Aqua  regia,    diluted  with  eight 

times  its  quantity  of  water,  as 

much  as  will  be  fufficient  to 

cover  the  calx  to  the  height  of 

fome  inches. 

Bigeft  them  together  in   a   gentle 

heat  of    fand,    that   a  folution 

may  be  made,   which  is  to  be 

palled  through  a  filter,  exhaled 

to  a  pellicle,  and  then  let  by,  in 

a  cold  place,  for  three  or  four 

days  to  cryftallize :  pour  off  the 

liquor,  and  dry  the  cryftals   for 

ufe. 

The  calx,  which  remains  undif- 
folved,  may  be   digefted  with  a 
frelh  parcel  of  aqua  regia  as  be- 
fore;   and    the   folution   thereof 
mixed  with  the   liquor  that  was 
left  after  the  preceding  cryftalli- 
zation.     The  whole  being  now 
duly  evaporated,    and  fet  in  a 
cold  place,  a  farther  yield  of  cry- 
ftals will  be  obtained. 
In  the  la  ft  edition   of  this  dif- 
penfiitory,  it   was  denied  that  any 
ialt  could  be  obtained  by  this  pro- 
cefs.     Jt'  the  tin    indeed  is  highly 
calcined,  aqua  regia  will    not  act 

upon 
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upon  it  (though  this  circumftance 
is  fuppofed  to  promote  the  folu- 
tion  of  tin  in  vegetable  acids)  nor 
will  any  other  fait  be  produced, 
than  what  the  menftruum  furnilhes. 
But  if  the  calcination  is  continued 
no  farther  than  directed  under  the 
preceding  article,  this  acid  will 
diffolve  fome  part  of  the  calx: 
the  cryftallization  indeed  does  not 
well  fucceed  :  if  any  appearance  of 
cryftals  is  expe&ed  from  a  folution 
of  tin  made  in  aqua  regis,  the  li- 
quor mould  not  be  fet  in  a  cold 
place,  but  kept  unmoved,  in  a 
gentle  heat :  as  it  begins  to  thick- 
en, a  number  of  faline  concretions 
form,  to  the  eye  manifeftly  cry- 
ftalline,  but  in  texture  infirm  and 
incoherent  :  they  mult  be  carefully 
taken  up,  put  into  a  warm,  dry 
bottle,  and  well  fecured  from  the 
air. 

This  fait  feems  intended  for  ex^ 
ternal  purpofes.  The  preparation 
defcribed  in  other  books  of  pharr 
macy  under  the  name  of  fal  jo<v2s} 
and  defigned  for  internal  ufe,  may 
be  commodioufly  made  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: 

Diffolve  pure  tin  in  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  aqua  regia,  continuing  to 
add  the  metal,  by  little  and  lit- 
tle at  a  time,  till  the  menftruum 
will  take  up  no  more.  Pour  the 
folution  into  four  times  its  quan- 
tity of  water,  and  gradually  put 
to  it  fpirit  of  f.1  ammoniac  till 
the  effervefcence  ceafes  :  a  white 
curdly  matter  will  precipitate, 
which  is  to  be  warned  with  wa- 
ter, and  gently  dried.  Digeft 
this  powder  in  a  pewter  velfel, 
•  with  ten  times  its  weight  of  di- 
ftilled  vinegar,  occafionally  ftir- 
ring  up  the  matter  from  the  bot- 
tom, till  the  vinegar  has  acquired 
a  rough  fweetifh  tafte :  then  e- 
vaporate  the  liquor  to  the  con- 
fidence of  a  fyrup,  add  to  it  a- 
bout  one  twentieth  its  weight  of 
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rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  fufFer 

the  heat  flowly  to  decreafe,  that 

the  fait  may  cryftailize. 

The  cryftals  obtained  by  this 
method  are  hard,  folid,  colourlefs, 
tranfparent,  void  of  acrimony. 
They  have  been  recommended,  in 
the  dofe  of  a  few  grains,  in  ute- 
rine diforders ;  but  experience  has 
not  warranted  the  virtues  attributed 
to  them  ;  nor  are  either  this  or  the 
foregoing  fait  met  with  in  the 
fhops. 

The  powder  precipitated  from  a- 
qua  regis,  either  by  volatile  alca- 
lies  or  by  water  alone,  is  fome- 
times  employed  as  a  cofmetic,  un- 
der the  name  of  MAGISTERY 
OF  TIN.  A  whiter,  and  more 
elegant,  preparation  of  th^s  kind 
might  be  obtained,  by  diffolving 
the  metal  in  the  vitriolic  acid,  and 
precipitating  with  volatile  fpirits. 

AMALGAMA  JOVI3. 
AM  Alt  AM  OF  TIN.. 

Edinb. 

Melt  fome  tin  in  a  crucible  ;  and 
heat  the  fame  quantity  of  quick- 
filver  in  another  crucible,  till  it 
begins  to  fume :  then  immedi- 
ately pour  the  hot  quickfilver 
into  the  melted  tin,  and  keep 
them  ftirring  together,  with  an 
iron  fpatula,  until  the  mafs  grows 
cold. 
-  This   procefs  is   given  only  a; 

preparatory  to  the  following.     Iron 

ladles    are    more  convenient  than 

crucibles. 

AURUM  MOSAICUM. 
MOSAIC  GOLD. 
Edinb. 
Take  of  the 

Amalgam  of  tin,  fix  ounces ; 
Sal  ammoniac, 

Flowers  of  fulphu.r,  of  each  three- 
ounces. 
Grind  and  mix  them  well  together 
in    a    marble    mortar :    put  the 
Y  4  mix  - 
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mixture  into  a  cucurbit,  and  ap- 
ply at  firft  a  gentle  heat,  which  is 
to  be  raifed  by  flow  degrees  to 
the  utmoft.  When  the  procefs  is 
finifhed,  break  the  veflel ;  the  mo- 
faic  gold  will  be  found  in  the 
bottom,  and  the  fcoria?,  or  drofs, 
above  it. 

AURUM  MUSIVUM. 

Lond. 
Take  of 

Tin,  one  pound ; 
Flowers  of  fulphur,  feven  ounces; 
Sal  ammoniac, 

Purified  quickfilver,  of  each  half 
a  pound. 
Melt  the  tin  by  itfelf,  add  to  it 
the  quickfilver,   and  when  the 
mixture  is  grown  cold,  reduce 
It  into  powder ;   mix  this  with 
the  fulphur  and  fal  ammoniac, 
and  fublime  in  a    matras  :  the 
mofaic  gold  will  be  found  un- 
der the  fublimed  matter,   with 
fome  drofs  at  the  bottom. 
This  preparation  is  chiefly  va- 
lued, and  receives  its  name,  from 
it$  beautiful,  fparkling,  gold-like 


hue.  As  a  medicine,  it  is  at  pre- 
fent  little  regarded  ;  though  for- 
merly held  in  considerable  efteem, 
in  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal 
complaints,  malignant  fevers,  and 
venereal  diforders.  It  has  been  re- 
commended in  thefe  laft  from  a 
fuppofition  of  its  being  a  mercu- 
rial ;  but  none  of  the  mercury 
made  ufe  of  is  retained  in  the  pre- 
paration. It  appears  from  experi- 
ments, made  for  this  purpofe  by 
Dr.  Lewis,  and  related  in  his  com- 
mentary on  the  Edinburgh  pharma- 
copoeia, to  be  little  other  than  a 
calx  of  tin,  reducible,  by  proper 
fluxes,  into  its  metallic  form  again; 
the  volatile  ingredients,  fal  ammo- 
niac, fulphur  and  quickfilver,  fub- 
lime in  the  procefs,  partly  efcaping, 
and  partly  forming  the  fcorias :  the 
two  laft  are  found  united  together 
into  a  cinnabar.  Tin  calcined  by 
itfelf  gains  near  as  much  in  weight, 
as  it  does  by  being  made  into  ««- 
rum  mufi<vum:  the  golden  colour 
of  this  preparation  is  probably  ow- 
ing to  a  minute  portion  of  fulphur 
that  adheres  to  it. 


SECT.    VII. 
PREPJRATlONSofMERCURT. 


^  MERCURY,  or  quickfilver, 
is  a  ponderous  metallic  fluid,  to^ 
tally  volatile  in  a  ftrong  fire,  and 
calcinable  by  a  weaker  one  (tho1 
very  difficult)  into  a  red  powdery 
fubftance.  It  diflblves  in  the  ni- 
trous acid,  is  corroded  by  the  vi- 
triolic, but  not  acted  on  by  the 
marine  in  its  liquid  ftate  :  it  never- 
thelefs  may  be  combined  with  this 
laft,  if  fkilfully  applied  in  the  form 
of  fume.  Quickfilver  unites  by 
trituration,  with  earthy,  unttuous, 
yefinous,  and  other  like  fubftances, 
fo  as  to  lofe  its  fluidity  :  triturated 
with  fulphur,  it  form  a  black  mafs, 


which  by  fublimation  changes  into 
a  beautiful  red  one. 

The  general  virtues  of  the  mer- 
curial preparations  are,  to  fufe  the 
juices,  however  vifcid,  in  the  mi- 
nuteft  and  remote  veflels  ;  by  this 
means  they  prove  eminently  fer- 
viceable  in  inveterate  chronical  dif- 
orders, proceeding  from  a  thick- 
nefs  and  fluggifhnefs  of  the  hu- 
mours, and  obftinate  obftru&ions 
of  the  glands.  Crude  mercury  has 
no  effect  this  way.  Refolved  into 
fume,  or  divided  into  minute  par- 
ticles, and  prevented  from  re-unit- 
ing by  the  interpofition  of  other 

fub? 
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fubftances,  it  operates  very  power- 
fully ;  unlefs  the  dividing  body  be 
fulphur,  which  reftrains  its  aclion. 
Combined  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
the  mineral  acids,  it  a&s  effectually, 
though  in  general  mildly  ;  with  a 
larger,  it  proves  violently  corrofive. 

ARGENTI  VIVI 
PURTFICATIO. 
PURIFICATION  OF 
QUICKSILVER. 
Land. 
Diftil  quickfilver  in  a  retort ;  and 
afterwards   warn  it  with   water 
and  common  fait,  or  with  vine- 
gar. 

If  a  glafs  retort  is  made  ufe  of 
for  this  operation,  it  ought  to  have 
a  low  body,  and  a  long  neck, 
which  fhould  be  confiderably  in- 
cHned  downwards,  fo  as  to  allow 
the  elevated  mercury  a  quick  def- 
cent :  the  receiver  fhould  be  filled 
almoft  to  the  neck  of  the  retort 
with  water ;  the  ufe  of  this  is  not 
to  condenfe,  but  to  cool,  the  di- 
ftilling  quickfilver,  left  falling  hot 
upon  the  bottom,  it  fhould  crack 
the  glafs.  The  diftillation  may  be 
more  conveniently  performed  in  an 
iron  retort,  or  pot  fitted  with  a 
head. 

The  fire  fhould  be  raifed  no 
higher  than  is  fufficient  to  elevate 
the  mercury ;  for  certain  mineral 
fubftances,  which  are  faid  to  be 
fometimes  mixed  with  it,  prove  in 
part  volatile  in  a  degree  of  heat, 
not  much  greater  than  that  in  which 
mercury  diftils.  Mr.  Boyle  re- 
lates, that  he  has  known  quick- 
filver carry  up  with  it  a  portion 
even  of  lead,  fo  as  to  have  its 
weight  very  fenfibly  increafed 
thereby :  and  this  happened  tho' 
only  a  moderate  fire  was  ufed. 

MERCURIUS  ALCALIZATUS. 
AW4UZED  MERQJRT. 
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Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver,  three  drams ; 
Prepared  crabs  eyes,  five  drams  ; 
Grind  them  together  in  a  glafs  mor- 
tar, till  the  mercurial  globules 
difappear. 

This  preparation,  which  has 
never  been  received  into  the  Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia,  and  is  now  re- 
jected from  the  Edinburgh,  we 
have  inferted  here  on  account  of  its 
being  ftill  now  and  then  called  for, 
and  held  by  fome  in  confiderable 
efteem.  It  has  never  come  much 
into  common  practice,  the  labour 
of  making  it  having  been  a  temp- 
tation to  a  grievous  abufe  in  its 
preparation,  viz.  the  addition  of 
an  intermedium,  which  facilitates 
the  union  of  the  mercury  with  the 
crabs  eyes,  but  greatly  abates  its 
medical  powers.  The  medicine, 
when  duly  prepared,  is  an  ufeful 
alterative ;  and  may  be  given,  in 
cutaneous  or  venereal  cafes,  from 
two  or  three  grains  to  a  fcruple. 

MERCURIUS   SACHARATUS. 
SUGAR  D  MERCURY. 
Edinb. 
Take 

Pure  quickfilver, 

Brown  fugar  candy,  of  each  half 

an  ounce ; 
Effential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 
fixteen  drops. 
Grind  them  together    in   a  glafs 
mortar,  until  the  mercury  ceafes 
to  appear. 

The  effential  oil,  here  added,  is 
a  very  ufeful  ingredient ;  as  it  not 
only  promotes  the  extinction  of  the 
quickfilver,  but  likewife  improves 
the  medicine.  The  intention,  in 
this  and  the  foregoing  procefs,  is 
only  to  divide  the  mercury  'by  the 
interposition  of  other  bodies ;  for 
when  thus  managed  (as  already  ob- 
ferved)  it  has  very  powerful  efFefts-j 
though  whilft   undivided  it  feems 

to 
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to  be  altogether  inadive.  Sugar 
alone  apparently  anfwers  this  in- 
tention ;  but  on  the  commixture 
of  aqueous  fluids,  entirely  diflblves 
by  itfelf,  leaving  the  mercury  to 
run  together  again  in  its  original 
form  :  the  addition  of  the  oil  effect- 
ually prevents  this  inconvenience ; 
for  the  preparation  made  as  here 
direded,  will  totally  difiolve  in 
water,  without  any  feparation  of 
the  quickfilver.  The  dofe  of  this  \ 
medicine,  as  an  alterative,  is  from 
two  or  three  grains  to  a  fcruple. 

ETHIOPS  MINERALIS. 
ETHIOPS  MINERAL. 

^  *] 
Take 

Purified  quickfilver, 

Flowers  of  fulphur  (unwafhed) 
of  each  equal  weights. 
Grind  them  together,   in   a   glafs 

or   ftone  mortar,  until  they  are 

united. 

The  union  might  be  greatly  fa- 
cilated  by  the  affiftance  of  a  little 
warmth.  Some  are  accuitomed  to 
make  this  preparation  in  a  very  ex- 
peditious manner,  by  melting  the 
fulphur  in  an  iron  ladle,  then  add- 
ing the  quickfilver,  and  ftirring 
them  together  till  the  mixture  is 
completed.  Nor  does  this  prac- 
tice appear  to  be  jultly  blameable  : 
for  the  fmall  degree  of  heat  here 
fufficient,  cannot  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  do  any  injury  to  fub- 
ftances,  which  have  already  under- 
gone much  greater  fires,  not  only 
in  the  extraction  from  their  ores, 
but  likewife  in  the  purifications  of 
them  direded  in  the  pharmaco- 
poeia. In  the  following  procefs, 
they  are  expofed  in  conjundion  to 
a  firong  fire,  without  fufpicion  of 
the  compound  receiving  any  ill 
quality  from  it.  Thus  much  is 
certain,  that  the  ingredients  are 
more  perfectly  united  by  heat,  than, 
by  the  degree  of  triture  ufu&lly  be- 
llowed upon  them. 


Part  II. 

Ethiops    mineral  is  one   of  the 
mofl:  inactive  of  the  mercurial  pre- 
parations.   Some  practitioners  have 
boldly  afferted  its  pofieffing  extra- 
ordinary virtues ;  and  moft  people 
imagine  it  a  medicine  of  fome  ef- 
ficacy.    But  v/hat  benefit  is  to  be 
expeded   from  it  in  the   common 
dofes  of  eight  or  ten  grains,   or  a 
fcruple,  may  be  judged  from  hence, 
that  it  has  been  taken   in  dofes  of 
feveral   drams,  and  continued  for 
a   confiderable  time,  without  pro- 
ducing any  remarkable  efFed.    SuK 
phur   eminently  abates  the  power 
of  all   the  more  adive  minerals, 
and  feems  to  be  at  the  fame  time 
reftrained  by  them  from  operating 
in  the  body  itfelf.  Boerhaave,  who 
is  in  general  fufhciently  liberal  in 
the   commendation   of  medicines,/ 
di fa pp roves    the    ethiops    in   very 
ftrong  terms.      "  It  cannot  enter  • 
"  the  abforbent  veffels,  the  ladeals 
"  or   lymphatics ;    but  panes    di- 
"  redly  through  the  inteftyaal  tube, 
"  where  it  may  happen  to  deftroy 
"  worms,   if  it    operates   luckily. 
"  They  are  deceived  who  expect 
"  any   other   effeds   from    it  i   at 
"  leaft  I  myfelf  could  never  find 
"  them.     I   am  afraid,    it  is  un- 
"  warily    given,    in     fuch     large 
"  quantities,  to  children  and  per- 
"  ions  of  tender  conftitutions  ;   as 
"  being  a  foreign   mafs,     uncon- 
tl  querable  by  the  body,    the  more 
"  to  be  fufpeded,  as  it  there  con- 
"  tinues  long,    fluggifh,    and   in- 
"  adive.     It  does  not  raife  a  fa- 
"  livation,  becaufe  it  cannot  come 
"  into  the   blood.      Who    knows 
"  the  effeds  of  a  fubftance,  which, 
"  fo  long  as  it  remains  compound- 
"  ed,  feems  no  more  adive  than 
"  any  ponderous  infipid  earth  in 

CINNABARIS  FACTITIA. 
ARTIFICIAL  CINNABAR. 

Take 
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Take  of 

Purified  quickfilver,  twenty-five 

ounces, 
Sulphur,  feven  ounces. 
Melt  the  fulphur,  and  mix  into 
it  the  quickfilver;  if  the  mix- 
ture happens  to  catch  flame,  ex- 
tinguish it  by  covering  the  vefiel. 
The  matter  is  afterwards  to  be 
reduced  into  powder,  and  fub- 
limed. 

It  has  been  cuftomary  to  order 
a  larger  quantity  of  fulphur  than 
here  dire&ed ;  but  this  fmaller  pro- 
portion anfwers  better ;  for  the  lefs 
fulphur,  the  finer  colour  is  the 
cinnabar.  As  foon  as  the  mercury 
and  fulphur  begin  to  unite,  a 
confiderable  explofion  frequently 
happens,  and  the  mixture  is  very 
apt  to  take  fire,  efpecially  if  the 
procefs  is  fomewhat  haftily  conduct- 
ed. This  accident,  the  operator 
will  have  previous  notice  of,  from 
the  matter  fwelling  up,  and  grow- 
ing fuddenly  coniiilent  :  as  foon 
as  this  happens,  the  vefiel  muft  be 
immediately  clofe  covered.  Dur- 
ing the  fublimation,  care  muft  be 
had,  that  the  matter  rife  not  into 
the  neck  of  the  vefiel,  fo  as  to 
block  up  and  burft  the  glafs  :  to 
prevent  this,  a  wide-neck  bolt- 
head,  or  rather  an  oval  earthen 
jar,  coated,  ihould  be  made  ufe 
of.  If  the  former  is  employed,. it 
will  be  convenient  to  introduce,  at 
times,  an  iron  wire,  fomewhat 
heated,  in  order  to  be  the  better 
allured,  that  the  paflage  is  not 
blocking  up  ;  the  danger  of  which 
may  be  prevented,  by  cautioufly 
raiting  the  vefiel  higher  from  the 
fire.  [£  the  ingredients  were  pure, 
no  feces  will  remain  :  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  fublimation  may  be  known  to 
be  over,  by  introducing  a  wire  as 
before,  and  feeling  therewith  the 
bottom  of  the  velfel,  which  will 
then  be  perfeftly  fmoo.th :  if  any 
roughnefs  or  inequalities  are  per- 
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ceived,  either  the  mixture  was  im- 
pure, or  the  fublimation  is  not  com- 
pleted ;  if  the  later,  the  wire  will 
foon  be  covered  over  with  the  rifing 
cinnabar. 

The  preparers  of  cinnabar  in 
large  quantity,  employ  earthen  jars, 
which  in  fhape  pretty  much  re- 
femble  an  egg.  Thefe  are  of  dif- 
ferent fizes,  according  to  the  quan- 
tity intended  to  be  made  at  one 
fublimation,  which  fometimes  a- 
mounts  to  two  hundred  weight. 
The  jar  is  ufually  coated  from  the 
fmall  end,  almoit  to  the  middle, 
to  prevent  its  breaking  from  the 
vehemence,  or  irregularity  of  the 
fire.  The  greater  part,  which  is 
placed  uppermoft,  not  being  re- 
ceived within  the  furnace,  has  no 
occafion  for  this  defence.  The 
whole  fecret,  with  regard  to  this 
procefs,  is  (1)  the  management  of 
the  fire,  which  ihould  be  fo  ftrong 
as  to  keep  the  matter  continually 
fubliming  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
jar,  without  coming  out  at  its 
mouth,  which  is  covered  with  an 
iron  plate  ;  (2)  to  put  into  the  fub- 
liming vefiel,  only  fmall  quantities 
of  the  mixture  at  a  time. 

A  method  is  mentioned  in  the 
practical  chemiftry  of  making  cin- 
nabar without  fublimation,  by  a- 
gitating  or  digefting  mercury  in 
the  volatile  tinclure  of  fulphur,  al- 
ready defcribed.  We  have  found 
a  fulphureous  liquor  more  eafily 
parable  to  have  a  like  effect :  the  fo- 
lution  for  lac  fulphuris  will,  with 
fome  addrefs,    fucceed. 

The  principal  ufe  of  cinnabar  is 
as  a  pigment;  It  was  formerly 
held  in  great  efteem  as  a  medicine, 
in  cutaneous  foulnefies,  gouty  and 
rheumatic  pains,  epileptic  cafes,  &c. 
but  of  late,  it  has  loft  much  of  its 
reputation.  It  appears  to  be  near- 
ly fimilar  to  the  ethiepi,  already 
fpoken  of:  like  this,  it  is  very 
mild,  never  occafions  a  falivation, 

or 
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or  other  violent  fymptoms  (the  qua- 
lities for  which  it  has  been  chiefly 
recommended :)  but  like  this  alfo, 
it  is  inadlive.  Cartheufer  relates, 
that  having  given  cinnabar  in  large 
quantities  to  a  dog,  it  produced  no 
fenfible  effect,  but  was  partly  voided 
along  with  the  feces  unaltered,  and 
partly  found  entire  in  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines  upon  opening  the  ani- 
mal. It  is  prefumed  no  one  will  at 
this '  time  have  recourfe  to  the  ar- 
guments for  the  efficacy  of  cinnabar 
ufed  fo  late  as  the  elder  Frederic 
Hoffman,  that  the  archeus,  or  ani- 
ma  (a  vifionary  fuperintendant  of 
the  vital  functions)  is  pleafed  with 
its  fine  colour  as  it  palfes  along  the 
inteftines,  and  whilft  he  has  this 
beautiful  object  to  divert  him, 
ceafes  from  committing  diforders 
in  the  body. 

Cinnabar  is  fometimes  ufed  in 
fumigations  againft  venereal  ulcers 
in  the  nofe,  mouth,  and  throat. 
Half  a  dram  of  it  burnt,  the  fume 
being  imbibed  with  the  breath, 
has  occafioned  a  violent  falivation. 
This  effect  is  by  no  means  owing 
to  the  medicine  as  cinnabar  :  when 
fet  on  fire,  it  is  no  longer  a  mixture 
of  mercury  and  fulphur ;  but  mer- 
cury refolved  into  fume,  and 
blended  in  part  with  the  volatile 
vitriolic  acid ;  in  either  of  which 
circumftances,  this  mineral,  as  al- 
ready obferved,  has  very  powerful 
effects. 

MERCURIUS    CALCINATUS. 
CALCINED  MERCURT. 
Lond. 
Put    purified    quickfilver    into     a 
broad  bottomed  glafs  veffel,  hav- 
ing a  fmall  hole  opening  to  the 
air ;  and  keep  it  in  a  conftant 
heat,  in  a  fand  furnace,    for  fe- 
veral  months,  until  it  is  calcined 
into  a  red  powder. 
This  tedious  procefs  might,  in 
all  probability,  be  greatly  expedi- 
ted, by  employing,    infield  of  a 


veffel  with  a  fmall  aperture,  a  very 
wide  mouthed,  flat  bottomed  glafs 
body,  of  fuch  a  height  that  the 
mercury  may  not  efcape  :  by  this 
means,  the  air,  which  is  effentially 
neceffary  to  the  calcination  of  all 
metallic  fubftances,  will  be  more 
freely  admitted.  A  veffel  might 
be  fo  contrived,  as  to  occafion  a 
continual  flux  of  air  over  the  fur- 
face  of  the  mercury. 

This  preparation  is  by  fome  high- 
ly efteemed  in  venereal  cafes,  and 
fuppofed  to  be  the  mod  efficacious 
and  certain  of  all  the  mercurials; 
It  may  be  advantageoufly  given  in 
conjun&ion  with  opiates :  a  bolus 
or  pill,  containing  from  half  a  grain 
to  two  grains  of  this  calx,  and  a 
quarter  or  half  a  grain  or  more  of 
opium,  with  the  addition  of  fome 
warm  aromatic  ingredient,  may  be 
taken  every  night.  Thus  managed, 
it  a&s  mildly,  though  powerfully, 
as  an  alterative  and  diaphoretic : 
exhibited  by  itfelf  in  larger  dofes, 
as  five  or  fix  grains,  it  proves  a 
rough  emetic  and  cathartic. 

MERCURII  SOLUTIO. 

SOLUTION  of  MERCURT. 
Edinb. 
Take  equal  quantities  of  pure  quick- 
filver   and   double   aqua   fortis. 
Digeft  them  together,  in  a  phial 
placed  in  a  fand  furnace,   that  a 
limpid  folution  may  be  made. 
Aqua    fortis   diffblves    mercury 
more  eafily,  and  in  larger  quantity, 
than  any  other  acid  :  fixteen  ounces, 
if  the  menftruum  is  very  ftrong  and 
pure,  will  take  up  eleven  or  twelve. 
As  the  liquor  grows  cold,  a  confi- 
derable  part  concretes,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  veffel,  into  a  cryftalline 
form.     If  the  whole  is  wanted  to 
remain  fufpended,  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  water  fhould  be  added  after 
the  folution  is  completed. 

This    procefs  is  given   only   as 
preparatory  to  fome  of  the  follow- 
ing 
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ing  ones.  The  folution  is  highly 
eauilic,  fo  as  fcarce  to  be  fafely 
touched.  It  ftains  the  fkin  purple 
or  black. 

CALX  MERCURII. 
CALX  OF  MERCUST. 

Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  the  folution 

of    mercury,    and   evaporate   it 

over  a  gentle  fire,  till  a  white 

dry  mafs  remains. 

This  calx,  or  rather  fait,  of  mer- 
cury, is  violently  corrofive.  It  is 
rarely  made  ufe  of  any  otherwife 
than  for  making  the  following  pre- 
paration. 

MERCURIUS  CALCINATUS, 

vulgo 

PR^ECIPITATUS  RUBER. 

RED  CALX  OF  MERCURT, 

C07n?r.oniy  called, 
RED  PRECIPITATE. 
Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  the  calx  of 
mercury,  and  reverberate  it  in  a 
crucible,  with  fuccefiive  degrees 
of  heat.     Its  white  colour  will 
change   firft  into  a  brown,  and 
afterwards  a  yellow;  at  length, 
upon  increafing  the  lire,  it  paifes 
into  a  deep  red. 

MERCURIUS  CORROSIVUS 

RUBER. 

THE  RED  MERCURIAL 

CORROSIVE. 

Land. 

Take 

Purified  quickfilver, 
Compound  aqua  fortis,  of  each 
equai  weights. 
Mix,  and  fet  them  in  a  broad 
bottomed  veflel,  in  a  fand  heat, 
till  all  the  humidity  is  exhaled, 
and  the  mafs  has  acquired  a  red 
colour. 

The  marine  acid  in  the  com- 
pound menftruum  ordered  in  this 
laft  procefs,  difpofes  the  mercurial 
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calx  to  aflume  the  bright  fparkling 
look  admired  in  it;  which,  tho* 
perhaps  no  advantage  to  it  as  a 
medicine,  ought  neverthelefs  to  be 
infilled  on  by  the  buyer  as  a  mark 
of  its  goodnefs  and  llrength.  As 
foon  as  the  matter  has  gained  this 
appearance,  it  mould  be  immedi- 
ately removed  from  the  fire,  other- 
wife  it  will  foon  lofe  it  again.  The 
preparation  of  this  red  precipitate, 
as  it  is  called,  in  perfection,  is 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  a  fecret 
not  known  to  our  chemifts ;  info- 
much  that  we  are  under  a  neceflity 
of  importing  it  from  abroad.  This 
reflexion  feems  to  be  founded  on 
mifinformation.:  we  fometimes  in- 
deed receive  confiderable  quanti- 
ties from  Holland ;  but  this  de- 
pends upon  the  ingredients  being 
commonly  cheaper  there  than  with 
us,  and  not  upon  any  fecret  in  the 
manner  of  the  preparation. 

This  precipitate  is,  as  its  title  im- 
ports, an  efcharotic,  and  in  this 
intention  is  frequently  employed 
by  the  furgeons,  with  bafilicum,  and 
other  dreifmgs,  for  consuming  fun- 
gous fiefh  in  ulcers,  and  the  like 
purpofes.  It  is  fubjecl:  to  great 
uncertainty  in  point  of  llrength ; 
more  or  lefs  of  the  acid  exhaling, 
according  to  the  degree  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  fire.  The  beft 
criterion  of  its  llrength,  as  already 
obferved,  is  its  brilliant  appear- 
ance ;  which  is  alfo  the  mark  of 
its  genuinenefs :  if  mixed  with  mi- 
nium, which  it  is  fometimes  faid  to 
be,  the  duller  hue  will  difcover 
the  abufe.  This  admixture  may 
be  more  certainly  detefted  by 
means  of  fire :  the  mercurial  part 
will  totally  evaporate,  leaving  the 
minium  behind. 

Some  have  ventured  to  exhibit 
this  medicine  internally,  in  vene- 
real, fcrophulous,  and  other  obfti- 
nate  chronic  diforders,  in  dofes  of 
two   or  three  grains,     and  more.   , 

But 
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But  certainly,  the  milder  rriercii- 
rials,  properly  managed,  are  capa- 
ble of  anfwering  all  that  can  be  ex- 
pected from  this  j  without  occa- 
fioning  violent  anxieties,  tormina 
of  the  bowels,  and  other  ill  confe- 
quences,  which  the  beft  manage- 
ment can  fcarcely  prevent  this  cor- 
rofive preparation  from  fometimes 
doing.  The  chemifts  have  con- 
trived fundry  methods  of  correct- 
ing and  rendering  it  milder,  by  di- 
vefting  it  of  a  portion  of  the  acid  ; 
but  to  no  very  good  purpofe ;  as 
they  either  leave  the  medicine  Hill 
too  corrofive,  or  render  it  fimilar 
to  others,  parable  at  an  eafier  rate. 

MERCURIUS  CORALLINUS. 
CORALLINE  MERCURT. 
Land. 
Pour  on  the  red  mercurial  corro- 
five,   about  thrice  its  weight  of 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  di- 
geft them  together,  with  a  gen- 
tle heat,  for  two  or  three  days, 
frequently    making    the    vefTel  : 
then  fet  fire  to  the  fpirit,  keep- 
ing the  powder  continually   ftir- 
ring   till  all  the  fpirit  is   burnt 
away. 

Here  the  corrofive  becomes  fome- 
vvhat  milder,  a  part  of  the  acid 
being  difiipated  by  the  heat  of  the 
burning  fpirit ;  (whether  the  fpirit 
takes  up  any  in  the  digeftion,  is 
greatly  to  be  doubted  j)  the  pre- 
paration neverthelefs  feems  to  be 
icarce  fufliciently  fafe  for  internal 
ufe  :  a  few  grains  of  it  generally 
prove  cathartic  or  emetic,  and 
fometimes  occafion  violent  fymp- 
toms. 

ARCANUM  CORALLTNUM. 
THE  CORALLINE  SECRET. 
Take  five  ounces  of  the  red  mercu- 
rial corrofive,  and  eight  ounces 
cf  fpirit  of  nitre :  diltil  off  the 
fpirit  in  a  retort  ;  return  it,  with 
four  ounces  of  frefli,     upon  the 


refiduum,   and  draw  it  off"  agairi 
as  before :    repeat   this   procefs, 
with  four  Ounces  of  new  fpirit ; 
and  at  laft  keep  the  fire  up  very 
ftrong,    for   at  leaft   two  hours. 
The  powder,  which  remains  in 
the  retort,    is  to  be  put  into  a 
crucible,    and  kept  of  a  worm- 
red  heat  for  feven  or  eight  mi- 
nutes :   then  boil  it  for  half  an 
hour,  in  three  pints  of  pure  wa- 
ter :  diftil  from  it  twelve  ounces 
of  tartarized  fpirit  of  wine,  co- 
hobating  the  fpirit  twice :  digeft 
it  for  forty  eight  hours  in  a  land 
heat,  with  the  fame  quantity  of' 
frefh    tartarized    fpirit ;     railing 
the  fire  towards  the  end,  fo  as 
to   make  the    fpirit    fimmer    a 
little  :  afterwards  fufFer  the  whole 
to  cool,    decant   off   the  fpirit, 
and  dry  the  powder  for  ufe. 
This  preparation,    notwithftand- 
ing  its  pompous   name,   is  a  very 
unthrifty  and  injudicious  one.    The 
cohobation  of  fpirit  of  nitre  upon 
the   corrofive,     anfwers   no    ufeful 
purpofe ;     for   whatever    the   acid 
communicates,     is    afterwards  dif- 
folved  and  feparated  by  the  water ; 
if  the    direction    of  keeping  up   a 
ftrong  fire  for  fome  time,  after  the 
laft  diftillation,  is  not  ilrictly  com- 
plied with,    all    the   mercury  will 
diflblve  in  the  water,  and  the  folu- 
tion  will  prove  firnilar  to  the  fclu- 
tio  mercurii  above  defcribed. 

PULVIS  PRINCTPIS. 
PRINCES  POWDER. 
Grind  eight  ounces  of  the  red  mer- 
curial corrofive  into  a  fine  pow- 
der ;  and  digeft  it  with  two 
quarts  of  water,  in  an  almoft 
boiling  heat,  for  twelve  hours, 
occafionallv  ftirring  up  the  pow- 
der from  the  bottom  :  then  pour 
off  the  liquor,  and  digeft  the 
powder  in  a  frelh  parcel  of  water 
as  before  :  repeating  this  pro- 
cefs a  third  time.  The  lafi  wa- 
ter 
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ter  being  poured  off",  grind  the 
powder  with  double  its  weight 
of  fixt  alcaline  fait,  and  digeft  it 
as  at  firft,  in  frelh  waters,  till  it 
becomes  infipid.  Afterwards 
boil  it  in  fpirit  of  wine ;  and 
laftly,  pouring  off  the  fpirit,  dry 
the  powder  for  ufe. 

PANACEA  MERCURII 
RUBRA. 
RED  PANACEA  OF 
MERCURT. 
Digeft  the  red  mercurial  corrofive 
with  eight  times  its  weight   of 
water,     for    twenty-four    hours, 
making  the  veffel  three  or  four 
times :    pour  off  the  water,  dry 
the  powder,    and  digeft  it  with 
eight  times  its  weight  of  fpirit  of 
wine,     for  fifteen    days.       The 
fpirit  being    then   decanted   off, 
burn  upon    the    calx    twice   its 
weight   of  tintture  of   fulphur  : 
afterwards,  digeft  it  two  or  three 
days    longer    in   frefh   fpirit    of 
wine;  and  in  the  laft  place,  ex- 
ficcate  it  for  ufe. 

The  three  foregoing  preparations, 
have  been  kept  in  particular  hands 
as  fecrets.  At  bottom  they  are  all 
nearly  the  fame,  and  much  too  tri- 
vial to  deferve  the  pains  taken  a- 
bout  them.  They  are  perhaps  far- 
ther diverted  of  acid,  than  the  mer- 
curinus  corallinus  of  the  fhops  ;  but 
have  this  difadvantage,  that  the 
quantity  of  acid  feparated  in  the 
troublefome  digeftions,  &c.  muft 
vary  according  to  different  circum- 
flances  in  the  operation.  All  the 
four  ftand  recommended  in  fmall 
<lofes,  two  grains  for  inftance,  as 
excellent  alterants  and  diaphore- 
tics :  in  larger  ones,  they  prove  e- 
metic  and  cathartic. 

MERCURIUS  CORROSIVUS 

SUBLIMATUS,  vel  ALBUS. 

The  WHITE  MERCURIAL 

CORROSIFE  or  CORROSIVE 


Preparations]  *%%•$ 

MERCURT  SUBLIMATE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Purified  quickfilver,  forty  ounces  3 
Sea  fait,  thirty-three  ounces ; 
Nitre,  twenty-eight  ounces ; 
Calcined  green  vitriol  fixty-flx 
ounces. 
Grind  the  quickfilver,  in  a  wooden 
or  ftone  mortar,  with  an  ounce 
or  more  of  corrofive  mercury 
fublimate  already  made,  until 
the  former  is  divided  into  fmall 
granules  :  this  mixture  is  to  be 
ground  with  the  nitre,  and  af- 
terwards with  the  fea  fait ;  then 
add  the  calcined  vitriol,  conti- 
nuing the  triture  only  for  a  lit- 
tle time  longer,  left  the  quick- 
filver fhould  run  together  again. 
Laftly  proceed  to  fublimation, 
in  a  glafs  matras  ;  to  which  you 
may  adapt  a  head,  in  order  to 
fave  a  little  fpirit  that  will  come 
over. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  cor- 
rofive fublimate  participates  of  all 
the  ingredients  employed  in  this 
procefs ;  though  'tis  certain,  that 
it  confifts  only  of  mercury  and  the 
acid  of  the  fea  fait  united  together. 
The  materials'  being  mixed  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire,  firft  the  vitriol 
parts  with  its  acid  ;  which  diflodg- 
ing  thofe  of  the  nitre  and  marine 
fait,  takes  their  place.  The  ma- 
rine acid,  refolved  into  fume  and 
affifted  by  the  nitrous,  diffolves  the 
mercury  now  alfo  ftrongly  heated. 
This  acid,  though  it  very  difficultly 
afts  on  mercury,  yet  when  thus 
once  united  with  it,  is  more  ftrong- 
ly retained  thereby  than  any  other 
acid.  The  nitrous  fpirit,  therefore, 
having  nothing  to  retain  it  (for  its 
own  bafis,  and  that  of  the  fea  fait 
are  both  occupied  by  the  vitriolic ; 
and  that  which  the  vitriolic  for- 
fook  to  unite  with  thefe,  has  now 
little  affinity  with  any  acid)  arifes ; 
leaving  the  mercury  and  marine  a- 

cid 
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cid  to  fublime  together  when  the 
heat  fhall  be  ftrong  enough  to  ele- 
vate them.  Some  fmall  portion  of 
the  marine  fpirit  arifes  along  with 
the  nitrous;  and  hence  this  com- 
pound acid  has  been  ufually  em- 
ployed, inftead  of  the  aqua  fortis 
compojita,  to  which  it  is  fimilar,  for 
making  the  red  corrofive. 

It  appears  therefore,  that  the  vi- 
triol, and  the  bafes  of  the  nitre  and 
fea  fait,  are  of  no  farther  ufe  in 
this  procefs  than  as  convenient  in- 
termediums for  facilitating  the  u- 
nion  of  the  mercury  with  the  ma- 
rine acid.  They  likewife  ferve  to 
afford  a  fupport  for  the  fublimate 
to  reft  upon,  which  thus  affumes 
the  form  it  is  expecled  in,  that  of 
a  placenta  or  cake. 

Edinb. 
Take 

Calx  of  mercury  (that  is,  a  fo- 
lution  of  mercury  in  aqua  for- 
tis, evaporated  to  a  dry  white 
mafs. 
Decrepitated  fea  fait,  of  each  e- 
qual  quantities. 
Powder,  and  mix  thefe  well  toge- 
ther ;  and  put  them  into  a  ma- 
tras,  of  which  they  may  nearly 
fill  one  half:  place  the  veflel  in 
a  fand  furnace,    and  proceed  to 
fublimation;    applying  at  firft  a 
gentle  heat,  and  afterwards  in- 
creasing it,  till  all  the  fublimate 
has  arofe,  in  a  white  cryftalline 
mafs,   to  the  upper  part  of  the 
matras  :    feparate  this  from  the 
red   fcoriae,     and    purify   it,     if 
needful,    by   a   fecond  fublima- 
tion. 

The  fublimate  made  by  this  me- 
thod is  in  all  refpecls  the  fame  with 
the  foregoing ;  but  as  the  quantity 
of  fixt  matter  is  fmall,  it  difficultly 
affumes  the  form  of  a  cake.  It 
requires  indeed  fome  fkill  in  the 
operator,  to  give  it  this  appear- 
ance when  either  procefs  is  fol- 
lowed.    When  large  quantities  are 


made,  this  form  may  be  eafily  ob- 
tained by  placing  the  matras  no 
deeper  in  the  fand,  than  the  furface 
of  the  matter  contained  in  it ;  and 
removing  a  little  thereof  from  the 
fides  of  the  glafs,  as  foon  as  the 
flowers  begin  to  appear  in  the 
neck  ;  when  the  heat  fhould  like- 
wife  be  fomewhat  lowered,  and 
not  at  all  raifed  during  the  whole 
procefs.  The  fublimation  is  known 
to  be  completed  by  the  edges  of 
the  cryftalline  cake,  which  will 
form  upon  the  furface  of  the  ca- 
put mortuum,  appearing  fmooth 
and  even,  and  a  little  removed 
from  it. 

Our  apothecaries,  and  even  the 
chemifts,  very  rarely  attempt  the 
making  of  this  preparation  them- 
felves ;  greateft  part  of  what  is 
ufed  among  us,  comes  from  Ve- 
nice, Holland,  and  other  places. 
This  foreign  fublimate  has  been 
reported  to  be  adulterated  with  ar- 
fenicj  and  fundry  trials  have  been 
made  for  difcovering  this  dange- 
rous fraud.  Barchufen  propofes 
alcaline  liquors  as  an  infallible  cri- 
terion; if  thefe,  he  fays,  change 
the  fublimate  black,  it  moft  cer- 
tainly contains  arfenic  :  Homberg 
affirms,  that  thefe  liquors  change 
all  forts  of  fublimate  black :  and 
on  the  other  hand,  Boulduc  de- 
nies that  they  will  change  either 
the  genuine  or  adulterated  of  this 
colour.  It  would  be  needlefs  here 
to  enquire,  how  far  thefe  gentle- 
men are  in  the  right  or  othcrwife, 
fince  the  fufpicion  which  gave  rife 
to  the  controverfy,  appears  to  have 
little  foundation  :  arfenic,  as  Neu- 
man  obferves,  will  not  arife,  in 
fublimation,  along  with  this  mer- 
curial preparation ;  and  it  cannot 
be  mingled  therewith  afterwards, 
without  deftroying  the  form  in 
which  it  is  brought  to  us. 

Sublimate  is  a  moft  violent  cor- 
rofive,  prefently  corrupting  and  de- 
ftroying 


Ctap.io. 

ftroying  all  the  parts  of  the  body 
it  touches.  A  folution  of  it  in 
water,  in  the  proportion  of  about 
a  dram  to  a  quart,  is  made  ufe  of 
for  keeping  down  proud  flefh,  and 
cleanfing  foul  ulcers :  and  a  more 
dilute  folution  as  a  cofmetic,  and 
for  deftroying  cutaneous  infects. 
But  a  great  deal  of  caution  is  re- 
quisite even  in  thefe  external  ufes 
of  it. 

Some  have  neverthelefs  ventured 
to  exhibit  it  internally,  in  the  dofe 
of  one  tenth,  or  one  eighth  of  a 
grain.  Boerhaave  relates,  that  if 
a  grain  of  it  be  diflblved  in  an 
ounce  or  more  of  water,  and  a 
dram  of  this  folution,  foftened  with 
fyrup  of  violets,  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  it  will  perform  won- 
ders in  many  reputed  incurable  di- 
ftempers  ;  but  particularly  cautions 
as  not  to  venture  upon  it,  unlefs 
the  method  of  managing  it  is  well 
known. 

Sublimate  confifts  of  mercury  u- 
nited  with  a  large  quantity  of  ma- 
rine acid.  There  are  two  general 
methods  of  deftroying  its  corrofive 
quality,  and  rendering  it  mild  ; 
combining  with  it  fo  much  frefh 
mercury  as  the  acid  is  capable  of 
taking  up,  and  feparating  a  part  of 
the  acid  by  means  of  alcaline  falts 
and  the  like. 

MERCURIUS  DULCIS 

SUBLIMATUS. 

DULCIFIED  MERCURT 

SUBLIMATE. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Corrofive  mercury  fublimate,  one 

pound ; 
Purified  quickfilver,  nine  ounces. 
Having  powdered  the  fublimate, 
add  to  it  the  quickfilver,  and 
digeft  them  together  in  a  matras, 
with  a  gentle  heat  of  fand,  until 
they  unite  j  then,  increafing  the 
•  heat,    let   the  mixture   be  fub- 
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limed.  The  fublimed  matter, 
freed  from  the  acrimonious  part 
at  top  and  fuch  mercurial  glo- 
bules as  happen  to  appear  di- 
ftinct  in  it,  is  to  be  reduced  into 
powder,  and  fublimed  again  ; 
and  this  fublimation  repeated  fix 
times. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 

Corrofive  mercury  fublimate,  re- 
duced to  powder  in  a  glafs 
mortar,  four  ounces; 
Pure  quickfilver,  three  ounces. 
Mix  them  exquifitely  together  in  a 
mortar ,  until  the  quickfilver 
ceafes  to  appear.  Put  the  pow- 
der into  an  oblong  phial,  of 
fuch  a  fize  that  only  one  third 
of  it  may  be  filled  ;  and  fet  the 
glafs  in  a  fand  furnace,  fo  as 
that  the  fand  may  reach  up  to 
one  half  its  height.  By  degrees 
of  fire  fucceflively  applied,  al- 
moft  all  the  mercury  will  fub- 
lime,  and  adhere  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  vefiel.  The  glafs 
being  then  broken,  and  the  red 
powder  which  is  found  in  its 
bottom,  with  the  whitifti  one 
that  flicks  about  the  neck,  be- 
ing thrown  away,  let  the  white 
mercury  be  fublimed  again  three 
or  four  times. 

If  the  fublimation  is  repeated 
feven  times,  the  preparation  is 
called  CALOMELASorAQUI- 
LA  ALBA. 

The  trituration  of  corrofive  fub- 
limate with  quickfilver  is  a  very 
noxious  operation  :  for  it  is  almofl 
impoflible,  by  any  care,  to  prevent 
the  lighter  particles  of  the  former 
from  arifing,  lb  as  to  affect  the  o- 
perator's  eyes  and  mouth.  It  is  ne- 
verthelefs of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence,  that  the  ingredients  are 
perfectly  united  before  the  fubli- 
mation is  begun  :  this  may  be  mofl 
commodioufly  effected,  by  the  di- 
geftion  ordered  in  the  firft  of  the 
Z  above 


338         rfhe  Englijh  Difpenf at  or y  improved.     Part  II. 


above  procefles.  It  is  indeed  ftill 
neceffary  to  pulverize  the  fublimate, 
before  the  mercury  is  added  to 
it:  but  this  may  be  fafely  per- 
formed, with  a  little  caution ;  ef- 
pecially,  if  during  the  pulveriza- 
tion the  matter  be  now  and  then 
fprinkled  with  a  little  fpirit  of 
wine :  this  addition  does  not  at 
all  impede  the  union  of  the  ingre- 
dients, or  prejudice  the  fublima- 
tion  :  it  will  be  convenient  not  to 
clofe  the  top  of  the  fubliming  vef- 
fel  with  a  cap  of  paper  at  firft  (as 
is  ufually  praftifed)  but  to  defer 
this  till  the  mixture  begins  to  fub- 
lime,  that  the  fpirit  may  efcape. 

The  rationale  of  this  procefs  de- 
ferves  particular  attention  ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  a  miftaken  theory  here- 
in has  been  productive  of  feveral 
errors  with  regard  to  the  operation 
of  mercurials  in  general.  It  is 
fuppofed,  that  the  dulcification,  as 
it  is  called,  of  the  mercurius  corro- 
Jtvus,  is  owing  to  the  fpicula  or 
fharp  points,  on  which  its  corro- 
fivenefs  depends,  being  broken  and 
worn  off  by  the  frequent  fublima- 
tions.  If  this  opinion  was  juft, 
the  corrofive  would  become  mild, 
without  any.  addition,  barely  by 
repeating  the  fublimation;  but  this 
is  contrary  to  all  experience.  The 
abatement  of  the  corrofive  quality 
•  of  the  fublimate  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  combination  of  fo  much  frefh 
mercury  with  it,  as  is  capable  of 
being  united ;  and  by  whatever 
means  this  combination  is  effected, 
the  preparation  will  be  fufficiently 
dulcified.  Triture  and  digeftion 
promote  the  union  of  the  two, 
whilft  fublimation  tends  rather  to 
difunite  them.  The  prudent  ope- 
rator therefore,  will  not  be  folici- 
tous  about  feparating  fuch  mercu- 
rial globules  as  appear  diftinct  after 
the  firft  fublimation ;  he  will  en- 
deavour rather  to  combine   them 


with  the  reft,  by  repeating  the  tri- 
ture and  digeftion. 

The  college  of  Wirtemberg  re- 
quire their  mercurius  dulris  to  be 
only  twice  fublimed  ;  and  the  Au- 
guftan,  but  once :  and  Neuman 
propofes  making  it  directly,  by  a 
fingle  fublimation,  from  the  ingre- 
dients which  the  corrofive  fubli- 
mate is  prepared  from,  by  only 
taking  the  quickfilver  in  a  larger 
proportion.  If  the  medicine,  made 
after  either  of  thefe  methods,  fhould 
prove  in  any  degree  acrid  ;  water, 
boiled  on  it  for  fome  time,  will  ef- 
fectually diflolve  and  feparate  all 
that  part  in  which  its  acrimony 
confifts.  The  marks  of  the  prepa- 
ration being  fufficiently  dulcified 
are,  its  being  perfectly  infipid  to 
the  tafte,  and  indiffoluble  in  wa- 
ter. 

Mercurius  dulcis  is  one  of  the 
belt  and  fafeft  preparations  of  this 
mineral.  Many  of  the  more  ela- 
borate procefles  are  no  other  than 
attempts  to  produce  fuch  a  medi- 
cine as  this  really  is  :  all  that  mer- 
curials are  capable  of  performing, 
as  fialagogues,  diaphoretics  or  al- 
terants, may  be  effected  by  it.  The 
dofe,  for  raifing  a  falivation,  is  fif- 
teen or  twenty  grains  ;  taken  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus  or  pills,  every 
night  or  oftner,  till  the  ptyalifm 
begins.  As  an  alterant  and  dia- 
phoretic, it  is  given  in  dofes  of  fix, 
eight,  or  ten  grains ;  a  purgative 
being  occafionally  interpofed,  to 
prevent  its  affecting  the  mouth.  It 
anfwers,  however,  much  better, 
when  given  in  fmaller  quantities, 
as  one,  two,  or  three  grains,  e- 
very  morning  and  evening  in  con- 
junction with  fuch  fubftances  as 
determine  its  action  to  the  fkin,  as 
the  extract  or  refin  of  guaiacum  ; 
the  patient  at  the  fame  time  keep- 
ing warm,  and  drinking  liberally 
of  warm  diluent  liquors.  By  this 
metho4 
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method  of  managing  it,  obftinate 
cutaneous  and  venereal  diftempers 
may  be  fuccefsfully  cured,  without 
any  remarkable  increafe  of  the  fen- 
iible  evacuations. 

PANACEA  MERCURIL 
MERCURIAL  PANACEA, 
Edinb. 
Take   any   quantity    of   levigated 
calomel,   and  four  times  as  much 
fpirit  of  wine.     Digeft  them  to- 
gether in  a  fand  heat  for  twenty 
days,  frequently  making  the  vef- 
fel  ;    then  pour    off  the    fpirit, 
and  dry  the  powder  for  ufe. 
.   This  preparation  differs  very  lit- 
tle, if  at  all,  from  the  foregoing ; 
for,  as  Lemery  obferves,  the  fpirit 
of  wine  does  not  diffolve  any  part 
of  the  calomel.      Some    chemifts 
have  therefore  recommended  a  proof 
fpirit,  or  common  water,  as  more 
fuitable  for  this  purpofe  than  recti- 
fied fpirit :  if  any  part  indeed   of 
the  calomel  remains  not  fufficiently 
dulcified,  this  will  be  diffblved  by 
boiling  in  water,  and  ccnfequently 
the  preparation    becomes  milder ; 
but   if  the  calomel  is  well  made, 
even  water  will  have  no  efFecl:  upon 
it :  the  mercury  and  fpirit  of  fait 
being   fo  clofely    united   to    each 
other,  as  not  to  admit  of  any  fepa- 
ration  by  the  means  here  propofed. 
Nor    indeed   does    good    msrcurius 
dulcis  want  any  of  its  acid  to  be 
taken  way,  as  being  already  fuffi- 
ciently fafe  and  mild  in  its  opera- 
ration. 

MERCURIUS 

PR^ECIPITATUS  ALBUS. 

WHITE  PRECIPITATE  of 

MERCURY. 

Lond. 

Take 

Sublimate  corrofive  mercury, 
Sal    ammoniac,    of  each   equal 
weights. 
Diffolve  them  both  together  in  wa- 
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ter,  filter  the  folution,  and  pre- 
cipitate it  with  a  folution  of  any 
fixt  alcaline  fait.  Warn  the  pre- 
cipitated powder,  until  it  is  per- 
fectly fweet  (that  is,  infipid  or 
void  of  acrimony.) 

MERCURIUS 
PR^CIPITATUS  DULCIS, 
SWEET  PRECIPITATE  of 
MERCURT. 
Edinb. 
Diffolve  fubli mate  corrofive  mercu- 
ry in  a  fuffieient  quantity  of  hot 
water,  and  gradually  drop  into 
the  folution   fome   fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac,  as  long  as  any  preci- 
pitation enfues.     Warn  the  pre- 
cipitated powder  upon  a  filter, 
with  feveral    parcels    of  warm 
1  water. 

The  ufe  of  the  fal  ammoniac  in 
the  firft  of  thefe  prefcriptbns  is 
to  promote  the  folution  of  the  fub- 
limate  ;  which  of  itfelf  is  difficultly, 
and  fcarce  at  all  entirely,  foluble  in 
water ;  for  however  fkilfully  pre- 
pared,  fome  part  of  it  will  have 
an  under  proportion  of  acid,  and 
ccnfequently  approach  to  the  ftate 
of  mercurius  dulcis.  The  chemifts, 
however,  to  fave  the  expence  of 
this  article,  often  make  a  leis  quan- 
tity, than  above  directed,  ferve  ; 
and  take  the  trouble  of  boiling  the 
fubiimate  in  feveral  frefh  parcelg  of 
water.  A  good  deal  of  care  is 
requifite  in  the  precipitation :  if 
too  large  a  quantity  of  the  alca« 
line  liquor  be  imprudently  added, 
the  precipitate  will  lofe  the  ele- 
gant colour  which  recommends  it 
in  unguents.  For  internal  purpofes- 
this  medicine  is  rarely  made  ufe  of, 
nor  is  it  at  all  wanted  :  it  is  fimilar 
to  calomel,  but  lefs  certain  in  its 
effe&s. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  albus. 
White  precipitate  of  Mercury. 
Edinb. 
Z  3.  Take 
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Take  any  quantity  of  the  folution 
of  mercury  (made  in  aqua  fortis) 
and   pour  into  it,  by  little  and 
little,  fome  very  ftrong  brine  of 
fea  fait,  until  all  the  quickfilver 
is  precipitated  in  form  of  a  very 
white  powder ;  which   is  to  be 
warned  upon  a  filter  with  warm 
water,  till  the  water  comes  off 
without    any    acrimony.       The 
powder  is  then  to  be  put  betwixt 
the  folds  .  of  paper,    and   dried 
with  a  very  gentle  heat. 
This  is  a  very  unfrugal  prepara- 
tion ;  for  fea  fait,  in  whatever  pro- 
portion it  be  added,  will  not  pre- 
cipitate all  the  mercury  :   this  evi- 
dently appears  upon  adding  a  fmall 
quantity  of  a  folution  offixtalca- 
line  fait,  or  volatile  alcaline  fpirit, 
to  the  liquor  which  remains  after 
the  precipitate  is  fallen,    when  it 
will  again  grow  turbid,  and  let  fall 
a    confiderable    quantity    of  frefh 
precipitate.  Homberg  obferves,  that 
if  the  acid  fpirit  bears  an  over  pro- 
portion to  the  mercury  in  the  folu- 
tion,   no  precipitation  at  all   will, 
follow  upon    the   affufion    of   the 
brine  of  fea  fait.     If  the  precipitate 
be  warned  too  often  with  hot  wa- 
ter, it  will  all  diffolve  and  pafs  the 
filter  :  the  fame  accident  will  like- 
wife  happen,  if  the  brine  employed 
at  firft  to  throw  down  the  mercury, 
be  fuftered  to  ftand  too  long  upon 
the  precipitate. 

Some  have  been  accufl  omed  to 
fubftitute  the  foregoing  preparation 
in  the  place  of  this ;  but  very  in- 
judiciously :  the  firft  is  fo  mild,  as 
not  improperly  to  deferve  the  ap- 
pellation by  which  it  is  diftinguifh- 
ed  in  the  Edinburgh  pharmaco- 
poeia, dukis ;  whilfi  this  laft  is  fo 
far  corrofive,  as  to  be  employed 
by  the  farriers  for  the  purpofes  of 
an  efcharotic.  Internally,  it  is  a- 
mong  us  very  rarely  made  ufe  of; 
notwithftanding  the  character  given 
of    it    by    Boerhaave,    of   being 


"  perhaps  the  beft  remedy  hitherto 
£c  afforded  by  mercury."  Mercu- 
rius  dulcis  produces  all  the  good  ef- 
fects which  this  is  fuppofed  to  do, 
with  a  greater  degree  of  certainty, 
and  without  difordering  the  confti- 
tution,  occafioning  vomiting,  &c. 
which  this  precipitate,  in  a  dofe 
of  two  or  three  grains,  frequently 
does. 

MERCURIUS 
PRiECIPITATUS  FUSCUS, 
vulgo  WURTZII. 
BROWN,  commonly  called 
mjRTZ'S,  PRECIPITATE. 
Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  folution  of 
mercury  (made  in  aqua  fortis) 
and  gradually  drop  into  it  oil  of 
tartar  per  deliquium,  till  the  ef- 
'  fervefcence  ceafes.      A  powder 
will  precipitate,  which  is  to  be 
edulcorated  as  the  foregoing. 
This  preparation  was   in  confi- 
derable efteem  fome  years  ago,  but 
at   prefent  is  rarely  made  ufe  of. 
It  does  not  difFer  in  ftrength  or  ef- 
fects from  the  fweet  precipitate. 

MERCURIUS 
PR^CIPITATUS  VIRIDIS. 
GREEN  PRECIPITATE  of 
MERCURT. 
Edinb. 
Difiblve  four  ounces   of  corrofive 
fublimate  mercury  (previoufly  re- 
duced to  powder)  in  a  quart  of 
hot  water. 

Digeft  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
copper  filings,  with  eight  ounce9 
of  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  in  a 
matras,  until  a  deep  blue  tinc- 
ture is  extracted. 
Filter  the  tincture,  and  drop  it 
by  degrees  into  the  mercurial  fo- 
lution :  when  the  precipitate  has 
fallen,  evaporate  in  a  fand  heat 
to  drynefs. 

This  differs  from  the  fweet  pre- 
cipitate in  containing  an  admixture 

of 
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of  copper,  which  renders  it  an  e- 
metic  too  rough  to  be  ufed  inter  - 
nally  with  fafety  :  and  hence  the 
preient  practice  has  almoit  entirely 
rejected  it. 
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MERCURIUS  EMETICUS 

FLAVUS. 
The  YELLOW  MERCURIAL 
EMETIC. 
Loud. 
Upon  purified  quickfilver,  contain- 
ed in  a  glafs  veffel,  pour  double 
its  weight  of  the  flrong  fpirit  or 
oil  of  vitriol.  Heat  the  liquor 
by  degrees,  fo  as  at  length  to 
make  it  boil,  till  a  white  mafs 
remains,  which  is  to  be  through- 
ly dried,  with  a  ftrong  fire. 
This  mafs,  on  the  afFufion  of 
warm  water,  grows  yellowifh, 
and  falls  into  powder,  which  is 
to  be  diligently  ground  with  the 
water  in  a  glafs  mortar  :  then 
fufFer  it  to  fettle,  pour  ofF  the 
water,  and  wafh  the  powder  in 
feveral  parcels  of  frefh  water, 
until  it  is  fufEciently  dulcified. 

MERCURIUS 
PR^CIPITATUS  FLAVUS, 

feu 
TURPETHUM  MINERALE. 

YELLOW  PRECIPITATE  of 
MERCURY,  or  TURPETH 
MINERAL. 
Ed'mb. 
Take  four  ounces  of  pure  quick- 
filver,   and   fixteen    ounces    of 
rectified   oil   of  vitriol.     Cauti- 
oufly   mix  them   together,    and 
diftil  in  a  retort  placed  in  a  fand 
furnace,  to   drynefs ;   the  white 
calx,  which  is  left  at  the  bot- 
tom,   being  ground  to  powder, 
and  thrown  into  water,  imme- 
diately grows  of  a  yellow   co- 
lour; wafh  this  in  frefh  waters, 
renewed  feveral   times,    until  it 
has  I01I  all  its  acrimony ;  then 
dry  it  for  ufe. 


The  quantity  of  vitriolic  acid 
in  this  laft  prefcription,  is  greatly 
too  large ;  and  even  lefs  than  that 
in  the  firft  would  fuffice.  Boer- 
haave  directs  this  preparation  to  be 
made  in  an  open  glafs,  flowly 
heated,  and  then  placed  immedi- 
ately upon  burning  coals ;  care  be- 
ing taken  to  avoid  the  fumes, 
which  are  extremely  noxious.  This 
method  will  fucceed  very  well,  with 
a  little  addrefs,  when  the  ingredi- 
ents are  in  fmall  quantity :  but 
where  the  mixture  is  large,  it  is 
better  to  ufe  a  retort,  placed  in  a 
find  furnace,  with  a  recipient  con- 
taining a  fmall  quantity  of  water 
luted  to  it.  Great  care  fhould  be 
taken,  when  the  oil  of  vitriol  be- 
gins to  bubble,  to  fteadily  keep  up 
the  heat,  without  at  all  increafing 
it  till  the  ebullition  ceafes,  when 
the  fire  fhould  be  augmented  to  the 
utmoft  degree ;  for  the  more  per- 
fectly the  mafs  is  exficcated,  the 
greater  will  the  yield  of  turbith 
prove. 

The  edulcoration  of  this  prepa- 
ration, which  is  attempted  by  re- 
peated ablutions  with  water,  does 
but  ill  fucceed ;  efpecially  if  the 
vitriolic  acid  has  been  ufed  in  too 
large  a  proportion,  or  the  mafs  not 
been  duly  exficcated  $  in  either  of 
which  cafes,  great  part  of  the  tur- 
bith will  be  taken  up  by  the  wa- 
ter :  this  evidently  appears  upon 
pouring  into  it  a  little  folution  of 
fixt  fait,  which  will  throw  down 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  yellow 
precipitate,  greatly  refembling  the 
turbith,  except  that  it  is  lefs  vio= 
lent  in  operation. 

From  this  experiment,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  befl  method  of 
edulcorating  this  powder  is,  by  im- 
pregnating the  water  intended  to 
be  ufed  in  its  ablution,  with  a  de- 
termined proportion  of  fixt  alcaline 
fait ;  for  by  this  means,  the  warned 
turbith  will  not  only  turn  out 
Z  3  greater 
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greater  in  quantity,  but,  what  is  of 
more  conference,  always  have  an 
equal  degree  of  ftrength  ;  acircum- 
itance  which  deferves  particularly 
to  be  confidered,  efpecjally  in  ma- 
king fuch  preparations  as,  from  an 
error  in  the  procefs,  may  prove  too 
violently  corrofive  to  be  ufed  with 
any  tolerable  degree  of  fafety. 

'Turbith  mineral  is  a  ftrong  eme- 
tic, and  in  this  intention  operates 
the  moll  powerfully  of  all  the  mer- 
curials that  can  be  fafely  given  in- 
ternally. Its  action  however  is  not 
confined  to  the  prim  as  viae ;  it  will 
fometimes  excite  a  ptyalifm,  if  a 
purgative  is  not  taken  loon  after  it. 
This  medicine  is  ufed  chiefly  in  vi- 
rulent gonorrhoeas,  and  other  vene- 
real cafes  where  there  is  a  great 
flux  of  humours  to  the  parts  :  it  is 
faid  likewife  to  have  been  employed 
with  good  fuccefs,  in  robuft  confti- 
tutions,  againft  leprous  diforders, 
and  obftinate  glandular  obstructions : 
the  dofe  is  from  two  grains,  to  fix 
or  eight,  though  there  are  fome 
conftitutions  which  have  been  much 
ufed  to  mercurials,  that  bear  well 
even  the  dpfe  of  a  fcruple.     It  may 
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be  given.in  dofes  of  a  grain  or  two 
as  an  alterative  and  diaphoretic, 
after  the  fame  manner  as  the  mer- 
curius  calcinatus  already  fpoken  of. 

This  medicine  has  been  of  late 
recommended  as  the  molt  effectual 
prefervative  againft  the  hydropho- 
bia. There  are  feveral  examples 
pf  its  preventing  madnefs  in  dogs 
that  had  been  bit  j  and  fome,  of 
its  performing  a  cure  after  the 
madnefs  was  begun :  from  fix  or 
feven  grains  to  a  fcruple,  may  be 
given  every  day,  or  every  other 
day,  for  a  little  time,  and  repeated 
at  the  two  or  three  fucceeding  fulls 
and  changes  of  the  moon.  Some 
few  trials  have  likewife  been  made 
on  human  fubjecls,  that  had  been 
bit  by  mad  dogs  j  and  in  thefe  alfo, 
the  turbith,  ufed  either  as  an  eme- 
tic or  alterative,  had  happy  effedts. 

The  warnings  of  turbith  mineral 
are  ufed  by  fome,  externally,  for 
the  itch  and  other  cutaneous  foul- 
nefies.  In  thefe  cafes,  this  mer- 
curial lotion  often  does  fome  fer- 
vice,  but  the  patient  mull  not  be 
too  free  with  it. 


SECT.    VIII. 
PREPARATIONS    of  ANT  1  MO  XT. 


ANTIMONY  is  compofed  of  a 
femimetal,   united  with  fulphur  or 
common  brimftone. 
If  powdered  antimony  be  expofed 
to  a  gentle  fire,  the  fulphur  ex- 
hales ;  the  metallic  part  remain- 
ing in  form  of  a  white  calx,  re- 
ducible, by  proper  fluxes,  into  a 
whitilh  brittle  femimetal,  called 
regttlus.     This    is   readily  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  other  bodies  of 
that  clafs,  by  its  not  being  folu- 
bk-    in  aqua  fortis :    its  proper 
mcnllruum  is  aqua  regis. 


If  aqua  regis  be  poured  upon 
crude  antimony,  the  metallic 
part  will  be  diflblved  ;  and  the 
fulphur  thrown  out,  partly  to 
the  fides  of  the  veflel,  and  partly 
to  the  furface  of  the  liquor,  in 
form  of  a  greyilh  yellow  fub- 
ftance.  This,  feparated  and  pu- 
rified by  fublimation,  appears 
on  all  trials  the  fame  with  pure 
common  brimftone. 
The  femimetal,  freed  from  the 
fulphur  naturally  blended  with 
it,  and  afterwards  fufed  with 
common 
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common  brimftone,  refumes  the 

appearance  and  qualities  of  crude 

antimony. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  deter- 
mine exactly  the  proportions  of  ful- 
phur  and  femimetal  which  enter  the 
compofition  of  this  concrete  ;  fince 
they  can  fcarce  be  perfectly  fepa- 
rated  from  one  another,  without 
fome  part  of  them  being  loft  in  the 
operation.  The  proportions  like- 
wife  vary  in  different  antimonies : 
fixteen  ounces  of  fome  forts  yield 
ten  or  eleven  of  regulus  ;  whilft 
the  fame  quantity  of  others  fcarce 
aifords  eight. 

Many  celebrated  chemifts  have 
maintained,  that  antimony  contains, 
befides  its  own  femimetal  and  ful- 
phur,  a  portion  of  an  arfenical  fub- 
ftance ;  to  which  they  afcribe  the 
virulent  effects  produced  by  fome 
of  the  antimonial  preparations.  But 
this  opinion,  how  plaufible  foever 
it  may  appear  from  the  arguments 
which  they  bring  in  fupport  of  it, 
does  not  feem  to  have  any  juft 
foundation.  Nothing  arfenical  has 
ever  been  feparated  from  pure  an- 
timony. The  moil  violent  anti- 
monials  are  rendered  inactive,  by 
means  which  do  not  leffen  the  poi- 
fonous  quality  of  arfenic ;  and 
the  moil  inactive  antimonial  pre- 
parations are  rendered  virulent,  by 
operations  in  which  arfenic  would 
either  be  diifipated,  or  its  violence 
abated. 

The  antimonial  femimetal  is  a 
medicine  of  the  greateft  power  of 
any  known  fubftance  whatever  :  a 
quantity  too  minute  to  be  fenfible 
on  the  tendereft  balance,  is  capa- 
ble of  producing  virulent  effects, 
if  taken  diffolved  or  in  a  foluble 
ftate.  If  exhibited  in  fuch  a  form 
as  to  be  immediately  mifcible  with 
the  animal  fluids,  it  proves  vio- 
lently emetic  ;  if  fo  managed  as  to 
be  more   ilowly  adtei  on,  cathar- 
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tic ;  and  in  either  cafe,  if  the  dofe 
is  extremely  fmall,  diaphoretic. 

Thus,  though  vegetable  acids 
extract  fo  little  from  this  femimetal, 
that  the  remainder  feems  to  have 
loft  nothing  of  its  weight ;  thefe 
tinctures,  neverthelefs,  prove  in  no 
large  dofes  ftrongly  emetic,  and  in 
fmaller  ones  powerfully  diaphoretic. 
The  regulus  has  been  call  into  the 
form  of  pills,  which  acted  as  viru- 
lent cathartics,  though  without  fuf- 
fering  any  fenfible  diminution  of 
weight  in  their  paffage  through  the 
body  j  and%  this  repeatedly,  for  a 
great  number  of  times. 

This  femimetal,  diverted  of  the 
inflammable  principle  which  it  has 
in  common  with  all  metallic  bo- 
dies, that  is  reduced  to  a  calx,  be- 
comes ,  indiffoluble  and  inactive. 
The  calx  neverthelefs,  urged  with 
a  ftrong  fire,  melts  into  a  glafs, 
as  eafy  of  folution  (partially)  and 
as  virulent  in  operation,  as  the  re- 
gulus itfelf:  the  glafs,  throughly 
mingled  with  fuch  fubftances  as 
prevent  its  folubiiity,  as  wax,  refins, 
and  the  like,  is  again  rendered 
mild. 

Vegetable  acids,  as  we  have  al- 
ready obferved,  diilblve  but  an 
extremely  minute  portion  of  this 
femimetal;  the  folution  neverthe- 
lefs proves  powerfully  emetic  and 
cathartic.  The  nitrous  and  vitrio- 
lic acids  only  corrode  it  into  a 
powder,  to  which  they  adhere  fo 
{lightly  as  to  be  feparable  in  good 
meafure  by  water,  and  totally  by 
fire,  leaving  the  regulus  in  form  of 
a  calx  fimilar  to  that  prepared  by 
fire  alone.  The  marine  acid  has 
a  very  different  effect :  this  re- 
duces the  regulus  into  a  violent 
corrofive,  and  though  it  difficultly 
unites,  yet  very  cloleiy  adheres  to 
it,  infomuch  as  not  to  be  feparable 
by  any  ablution,  nor,  by  fire,  the 
regulus  arifing  along  with  it.  The 
Z  4  nitrous 
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citrous  or  vitriolic  acids  expel  the 
marine,  and  thus  reduce  the  cor- 
rofiveinto  a  calx  fimilar  to  the  fore- 
going. 


Sulphur  remarkably  abates  the 
power  of  this  femimetal  :  and  hence 
crude  antimony  (in  which  the  re- 
gulus  appears  to  be  combined  with 
from  one  fourth  to  one  half  its 
weight  of  fulphur)  proves  altogether 
mild.  If  a  part  of  the  fulphur  be 
taken  away,  by  fuch  operations  as 
do  not  deftroy  or  calcine  the  femi- 
metal, the  remaining  mafs  be- 
comes proportionablymore  active; 
the  farther  the  fulphur  is  feparated, 
the  more  does  the  regulus,  thus  di- 
verted of  its  corrector,  exert  its  vi- 
rulence. 

The  fulphur  of  antimony  may  be 
expelled  by  deflagration  with  ni- 
tre :  the  larger  the  quantity  of  ni- 
tre, to  a  certain  point,  the  more  of 
the  fulphur  will  be  diffipated,  and 
the  preparation  will  be  the  more 
active.  If  the  quantity  of  nitre  is 
more  than  fufficient  to  confume  the 
fulphur,  the  reft  of  it,  deflagrating 
with  the  inflammable  principle  of 
the  regulus  itfelf,  renders  it  again 
mild. 

The  fulphur  of  antimony  is  like- 
wife  abforbed,  in  fufion,  by  certain 
metals,  and  byalcaline  falts.  Thefe 
J  aft,  when  united  with  fulphur, 
prove  a  menftruum  for  all  the  me- 
tals (zinc  excepted)  and  hence,  if 
the  fufion  is  long  continued,  the 
regulus  is  taken  up,  and  rendered 
foluble  in  water. 

REGULUS  ANTIMONII 

MEDiCINALlS. 

A  MEDICINAL  REGULUS  OF 

ANTIMONY. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  eight  parts 5 
Nitre,  one  part. 
JVjix,   and  inject  them  by  little  at  a 
time,  into  a    red   hot    crucible: 
when    (he   deflagration    ceafes. 


take  the  crucible  out  of  the  fire, 
and  reduce  the  matter  into  pow- 
der. 
'  This  preparation  is  fufficiently 
mild,  though  considerably  more 
active  than  the  crude  mineral: 
eighteen  or  twenty  grains  will  in 
fome  conftitutions  operate,  though 
very  gently,  both  upwards  and 
downwards.  It  is  firnilar  to  one 
to  be  defcribed  hereafter  under  the  .' 
fame  name. 

CROCUS  ANTIMONII 
MITIOR. 

The  JMILDER   CROCUS  of 
ANTIMONY. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  two  parts ; 
Nitre,  one  part. 
Mix,  and  inject  the  powder  into  a 
red  hot  crucible.  As  foon  as  the 
deflagration  ceafes,  remove  the 
matter  from  the  fire  (without  fuf- 
fering  it  to  melt)  and  reduce  it 
into  powder. 

This  preparation  acts  much  more 
powerfully  than  the  foregoing ;  the 
increafe  of  the  nitre  occafioning  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  fulphur  of 
the  antimony  to  he  diffipated-  The 
London  committee  received  it  in 
their  firft  draught,  with  the  cha- 
racter of  an  antimonial  of  mild  ope- 
ration, which  had  proved  a  fuccefs- 
ful  medicine  in  numerous  inftances, 
without  any  one  example  of  its 
being  unfafe.  Some  trials  howe- 
ver, afterwards  reported  to  them, 
where  the  operation  of  this  and 
the  following  crocus  were  compar- 
ed, induced  them  to  lay  this  pre- 
paration afide.  It  appears  to  differ 
from  the  other  only  in  being  lefs 
violent. 

CROCUS  ANTIMONIL 
CROCUS  of  JNTIMONT. 
Lc?:d, 
Take 

Antimony, 

Nitre, 
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Nitre,  of  each  equal  weights. 
Reduce  them  feparately  into  pow- 
der; then  mix,  and  injeft  them 
into  a  crucible  heated  to  a  white 
heat,  that  the  mixture  (after  de- 
flagration) may  melt.  Then  pour 
it  out,  feparate  the  fcorize,  and 
referve  the  matter  underneath 
them  for  ufe  :  it  proves  different 
in  colour  according  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  heat ;  the  longer 
it  has  been  kept  in  fufion,  the 
yellower  it  will  be. 

CROCUS  METALLORUM. 
CROCUS  of  METALS. 
Edinb. 
The  mixture  of  antimony  and  ni- 
tres-made as  above,  is  to  be  in- 
jected into   a  red  hot  crucible ; 
and  when  the  detonation  is  over, 
feparate  the  reddifh  metallic  mat- 
ter from  the  whitifh  cruft,    and 
edulcorate  it  with  water. 
Here  the  antimonial   fulphur  is 
totally  confumed,  and  the  metallic 
part  left  diverted   of  its  corrector. 
Thefe    preparations,     given    from 
two  to  fix  grains,  aft  as  violent  e- 
metics,  greatly  difordering  the  con- 
ftitution.     Their    principal    ufe   is 
in  maniacal  cafes  ;    as  the  bafis  of 
fome   other  preparations  ;    and  a- 
mong  the  farriers,  who  frequently 
give  to  horfes  an  ounce  or  two  a 
day,  divided  into  different  dofes,  as. 
an  alterative :    in  thefe  and  other 
quadrupeds,      this    medicine    adis 
chiefly  as  a  diaphoretic. 

The  chemifts  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  make  the  crocus  with  a 
lefs  proportion  of  nitre  than  di- 
refted  above  ;  and  without  any  far- 
ther melting,  than  what  enfues  from 
the  heat  that  the  matter  acquires 
by  deflagration,  which,  when  the 
quantity  is  large,  is  very  confide- 
rable  :  a  little  common  fait  is  add- 
ed to  promote  the  fufion.  The 
mixture  is  put  by  degrees  into  an 
iron  pot,    or    mortar,    fomewhat 
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heated,  and  placed  under  a  chim- 
ney :  when  the  firft  ladle-full  is  in, 
a  piece  of  lighted  charcoal  is 
thrown  to  it,  which  fets  the  mat- 
ter on  fire  :  the  reft  of  the  mixture 
is  then  injefted  by  little  and  little: 
the  deflagration  is  foon  over,  and 
the  whole  appears  in  perfeft  fu- 
fion :  when  cold,  a  conflderable 
quantity  of  fcoriEe  are  found  upon 
the  furface  ;  which  fcoria;  are  eafily 
knocked  off  with  a  hammer.  The 
crocus  prepared  after  this  manner 
is  of  a  redder  colour,  than  that  of 
the  firft  of  the  above  proceffes. 

CROCUS  ANTIMONII 
LOTUS. 

WASHED  CROCUS  OF 
ANTIMONY. 
Lond. 
Reduce  the  crocus  into  a  very  fub- 
tile  powder,  and  boil  it  in  wa- 
ter :    then,    throwing  away   this 
water,  wafh  the  powder  feveral 
times  in  frefh  warm  water,  until 
it  becomes  perfectly  infipid. 
This  procefs  is  defigned  chiefly 
to  fit  the  crocus  for  the  prepara- 
tion of   emetic  tartar,     of  which, 
hereafter.     Cold  water  would  not 
extraft  the  faline  matter ;    for  we 
have  already  feen,  that  fulphur  and 
nitre,  deflagrated  together,  form  a 
fait  not  diffoluble  in  cold  water. 

EMETICUM  MITE 

ANTIMONII. 

A  MILD  ANTIMONIAL 

EMETIC. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  one  part ; 
Nitre,  two  parts. 
Grind  them  together,    and  throw 
them  by  little  and  little  into  a 
red  hot  crucible  :   when  the  de- 
flagration is  over,  the  remaining 
matter,    which  proves  white,   is 
to  be  wafhed  for  ufe. 
The  quantity  of  nitre  is  here  fo 
large,  as  to  confume  not  only  the 
fulphur 
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fulphur  of  the  antimony,  but  like- 
wife  great  part  of  the  inflammable 
principle  of  the  regulus.  Boer- 
haave,  from  whom  we  have  taken 
this  preparation,  informs  us,  that 
it  is  fo  mild  as  often  to  occalion 
only  fome  light  naufea  and  gentle 
vomiting,  with  a  large  difcharge 
ef  faliva,  and  thick  urine.  Its  ef- 
fects feem  to  be  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  regulus  medici- 
tta/is. 

CALX  ANTIMONII. 

CALX  OF  ANTIMONY. 

Load. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  one  part, 
Nitre,  three  parts. 

Let  the  powdered  antimony  be  well 
mixed  with  the  nitre,  and  gra- 
dually injecled  into  a  crucible, 
heated  to  a  light  white  heat ;  the 
matter  being  afterwards  taken 
from  the  fire,  is  to  be  warned 
with  water,  both  from  the  fait 
which  adheres  to  it,  and  from 
the  grofTer  part  that  is  lefs  per- 
fectly calcined. 

ANTIMONIUM 

DIAPHORETICUM. 

DIAPHORETIC  ANTIMONY. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  half  a  pound, 
Nitre,  a  pound  and  a  half. 

Reduce  them  feparately  into  pow- 
der, then  mix,  and  inject  them, 
by  a  fpoonful  at  a  time,  into  a 
Ted  hot  crucible :  when  the  de- 
tonation is  over,  let  the  white 
mafs  be  calcined  in  the  fire  for 
half  an  hour  longer  ;  then  pow- 
der, and  keep  it  in  a  glafs  veffel 
clofely  ftopt.  This  calx,  un- 
warned, is  called  ANTIMO- 
NIUM DIAPHORETICUM 
NITRATUM,  nitrated  diapho- 
retic antimony. 

The  foregoing  calx,  digefted  for 
a  nitre   in    as    much   water    as 


will  rife  above  it  fome  inches, 
and  then  wafhed  in  frefh  parcels 
of  water  five  or  fix  times,  is 
named  ANTIMONIUM  DIA- 
PHORETICUM DULCE,  «- 
dulcordted  diaphoretic  antimoty. 
The  feveral  warnings,  mixed  to- 
gether, filtered,  and  evaporated 
over  a  gentle  fire  till  a  cuticle 
forms  on  the  furface,  yield  in 
the  cold,  cryftals,  called  NI- 
TRUM  STIBIATUM,  antimo- 
niated  nitre. 

The  calx  of  antimony,  when 
freed  by  warning  from  the  faline 
matter,  is  extremely  mild,  if  not 
altogether  inactive.  Hoffman,  Le- 
mery,  and  others  affure  us,  that 
they  haye  never  experienced  from 
it  any  fuch  effects  as  its  ufual  title 
(that  under  which  it  Hands  in  the 
laft  of  the  above  proceffes)  im- 
ports ;  Boerhaave  declares,  that  it 
is  a  mere  metallic  earth,  entirely 
deftiture  of  all  medicinal  virtue : 
and  the  committee  of  the  London 
college  admit  that  it  has  no  fenfible 
operation.  The  common  dofe  is 
from  five  grains  to  a  fcruple,  or 
half  a  dram  ;  though  Wilibn  re- 
lates, that  he  has  known  it  given 
by  half  ounces,  and  repeated  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  for  feveral 
days  together. 

Some  report,  that  this  calx,  by 
being  kept  for  a  length  of  time,  con- 
tracts an  emetic  quality  :  from 
whence  it  has  been  concluded, 
that  the  powers  of  the  reguline  part 
are  not  entirely  deftroyed ;  that 
the  preparation  has  the  virtues  of 
other  antimonials  which  are  given 
as  alteratives,  that  is,  in  fuch  final  I 
dofes  as  not  to  ftimulate  the  primas 
viae ;  and  that  therefore,  diapho- 
retic antimony,  as  it  is  certainly 
among  the  mildeft  preparations  of 
that  mineral,  may  be  ufeful  for 
children,  and  fuch  delicate  ccnfti- 
tutions  where  the  ftomach  and  in- 
terlines are  eafily  affe&ed.  The 
obferva- 
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obfervation,  however,  from  which 
thefe  conclufions  are  drawn,  does 
not  appear  to  be  well  founded  : 
Ludovici  relates,  that  after  keeping 
the  powder  for  four  year,  it  prov- 
ed as  mild  as  at  firft :  and  the 
Strafburgh  pharmacopoeia,  with 
goodreafon,  fufpects,  that  where  the 
calx  has  proved  emetic,  it  had  either 
been  given  in  fuch  cafes  as  would 
of  themfelves  have  been  attended 
with  this  fymptom  (for  the  great 
alexipharmac  virtues,  attributed  to 
it,  have  occafioned  it  to  be  exhibi- 
ted even  in  the  more  dangerous 
malignant  fevers,  and  other  dif- 
orders,  which  are  frequently  ac- 
companied with  vomiting)  or  that 
it  had  not  been  fufficiently  calcin- 
ed, or  perfectly  freed  by  ablution 
from  fuch  part  of  the  regulus  as 
might  remain  uncalcined. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  when 
diaphoretic  antimony  is  prepared 
with  nitre,  abounding  with  fea  fait, 
of  which  all  the  common  nitre  con- 
tains fome  portion,  the  medicine 
has  proved  violently  emetic.  This 
effect  is  not  owing  to  any  parti- 
cular quality  of  the  fea  fait,  but 
to  its  quantity,  by  which  the 
proportion  of  the  nitre  to  the  an- 
timony is  rendered  lefs. 

The  nitrum  jlibiatum  differs  little 
fvoxa/al  polychrefi. 

CF.RUSSA  ANTIMOMII. 
CERUSSE  OF  ANTIMONY. 
Take  of 

Regulus  of  antimony,  one  part ; 

Nitre,  three  parts. 
Deflagrate  them  together,  as  in  the 

foregoing  procefs. 

The  refult  of  both  proceffes  ap- 
pear to  be  altogether  the  fame.  It 
is  not  neceffary  to  ufe  fo  much  ni- 
tre here,  as  when  antimony  itfelf  is 
employed  ;  for  the  fulphur  which 
the  crude  mineral  contains,  and 
which  requires  for  its  diifipation 
nearly  an.  equal  weight  of  nitre  to 
the  antimony,   is  here  already  fe- 


parated.     Two   parts   of    nitre    tp 
one  of  the  regulus  are  fufficient. 

REGULUS  ANTIMONII 

MEDICINALIS. 
MEDICINAL  REGULUS  OF 
ANTIMONT. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  five  parts; 
Common  fait,  four  parts  ; 
Salt  of  tartar,  one  part. 
Grind  them   together,     and  inject 
the  mixture  into  a  red  hot  cruci- 
ble, and  when  it  flows  fufficient- 
ly thin,    pour  it  into   a    cone, 
fmoked     and     heated :     gently 
fhake  the  cone,  or  ftrike  it  on 
the  fides,  that  the  regulus  may 
link  to  the  bottom.     This  regu- 
lus,   freed  from  the  fcorise,  ap- 
pears bright  like  polifhed  fleel ; 
powdered,    it  affumes  a  reddifh 
or  purple  colour. 

This  medicine  is  fimilar  in  qua- 
lity to  one  made  with  one  eighth  of 
nitre,  already  defcribed :  in  both 
proceffes,  the  antimony  is  freed 
from  a  fmall  portion  of  its  fulphur, 
which  is  diffipated  in  flame  by  the 
nitre,  and  abforbed  by  the  alcaline 
fait.  This  preparation  is  greatly 
celebrated  by  Hoffman,  and  other 
German  phyficians,  in  fundry  ob- 
ftinate  chronical  diforders,  and 
efteemed  one  of  the  beft  antimo- 
nials  that  can  be  given  with  fafety 
as  alterants  :  it  operates  chiefly 
as  a  diaphoretic,  and  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  proves  emetic.  The 
dofe  is  from  three  or  four  grains  to 
twenty. 

This  regulus,  reduced  into  a 
fubtile  powder,  is  the  genuine  FE- 
BRIFUGE POWDER  of  Craani- 
us  (Pbarm.  Borujjo  -  Brandenburgy 
edit.  1734.  pag.  107.)  and  has 
been  greatly  commended  in  all 
kinds  of  fevers,  both  of  the  inter- 
mittent and  continual  kind,  (Fharm. 
Argent.  1 725.  pag.  252.)  A  dofe 
or   two   have  frequently  removed 

thefe 
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^efe  diforders,  by  occafioning 
either  a  falutary  diaphorefis,  or 
acting  mildly  by  ftool  or  vomit. 
The  colour  of  the  levigated  pow- 
der is  a  purplifh  brown.  The  an- 
timonial  emetic  of  Boerhaave  al- 
ready mentioned,  which  is  white,  is 
nearly  fimilar  to  it. 

The  common  fait  is  of  no  farther 
ufe  in  the  procefs,  than  as  it  ferves 
to  promote  the  fufion  j  and  even  for 
this  it  is  not  necefl'ary.  The  medi- 
cine proves  rather  more  mild  and 
certain  in  operation,  if  prepared 
without  it. 

REGULUS  ANTIMONII. 

REGULUS  OF  ANT1MONT. 

Edinb, 

Take 

Antimony, 
'    Nitre,- 

Crude  tartar,  of  each  equal  parts. 
Grind  them  feparately  into  a  pow- 
der, then  mix,  and  rub  them  all 
together.     Inject  the  powder,  at 
feveral  times,     into    a    red  hot 
crucible,    taking   care  to  break 
the  cruft,    which  forms  on  the 
furface,  with  an  iron  rod  :  when 
the   detonation    is    over,     let   a 
ftrong   fire   be   made,     that   the 
matter  may  flow  like  water,  then 
pour  it  out  into  a  warm  greafed 
cone,     which    is  to    be    gently 
(truck  on  the  fides,  that  the  re- 
gulus  may  feparate  and  fall  to 
the  bottom ;  when  grown   cold, 
let  the  regulus   be  cleared  from 
the  fcoria:  that  lie  a-top  of  it. 
In  this  procef?;,  an  alcaline  fait  is 
.  produced  from  the  nitre  and  tartar  ; 
in  fuch  quantity,  as  entirely  to  ab- 
forb  the  fulphur  of  the  antimony  : 
the  alcali,    thus  fulphurared,    will 
take  up  more  or  lets  of  the  regu- 
linc  part,  according  to  its  quantity, 
and  the  continuance  of  the  fufion. 

As  the  ingredients  are  above 
proportioned,  the  yield  of  regulus 
proves  extremely  fmall,  and  if"  the 
iuficn    is   long    continued,    fcarce 
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perceptible,  almoft  the  whole  of  it 
beingtaken  up  into  the  fcoriae  :  in 
order  to  obtain  the  largeft  quan- 
tity, the  nitre  ought  to  be  dimi- 
niftied  one  half.  It  is  convenient 
to  rub  the  nitre  and  tartar  together, 
and.  deflagrate  them  in  an  iron 
ladle  or  pan,  before  their  mixture 
with  the  antimony;  for  by  this 
means,  the  lofs  of  fome  part  of  the 
antimony,  which  otherwife  hap- 
pens from  the  vehemence  of  the 
deflagration,  will  be  prevented,  a 
fmaller  crucible  will  ferve,  and  lefs 
time  and  labour  complete  the  pro- 
cefs. 

The  mixture  of  nitre  and  tartar 
deflagrated  together,  will  reduce 
any  of  the  antimonial  calces  (as  the 
diaphoretic  antimony,  ceruffe,  or 
antimony  calcined  by  itfelf)  into 
regulus ;  the  oily  matter  of  the  tar- 
tar fupplying  the  inflammable  prin- 
ciple, which  all  calces  require  for 
their  revival  into  a  metallic  form ; 
and  the  alcaline  fait  promoting 
their  fufion.  It  is  the  common 
reducing  flux  of  the  chemifts ;  by 
whom  it  is  called,  from  its  co- 
lour, the  black  fiux.  The  largeft 
yield  of  regulus,  hitherto  obtained 
from  antimony,  has  been  got  by 
calcining  it  without  addition,  as 
directed  hereafter  for  making  glafs 
of  antimony,  and  reviving  the  calx 
by  fufion,  with  this,  or  other  like 
compofitions.  Mr.  Geofitoy,  who 
firft  communicated  this  method  to 
the  French  academy,  feems  to 
look  upon  foap  (the  fubftance  he 
happened  to  make  ufe  of  himfelf ) 
as  the  only  one  that  will  fucceed  : 
but  the  effects  of  this  are  not  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  foregoing 
flux.  Both  confift  of  an  alcaline 
fait,  and  an  inflammable  (not  ful- 
phureous)  fubflance,  which  are  the 
only  materials  here  neceflary. 

REGULUS  ANTIMONII 
MARTI  A  LIS. 

MAR. 
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MARTIAL  REGULUS  OF 
ANTIMONY. 
Edinb. 
Take 

Antimony, 
Nitre, 

Crude  tartar, 
Small  pieces 
pound. 
Heat  the  iron  in  a  crucible   to  a 
white  heat :  then  gradually  add 
the  other  ingredients,  firil  pow- 
dered and  mixed  together,   and 
proceed  in  the  fame  manner  as 
in  the  foregoing  procefs. 
The  nitre  might  here   be  dimi- 
nifhed   to  one    fourth   its   weight, 
and  the  tartar  to  half  that  quantity. 
The   pieces  of  iron  may  be  fmall 
nails ;  the  filings  of  the  metal,  ly- 
ing clofer  together,  are  not  fo  rea- 
dily afted  upon  by  the  antimony. 

REGULUS  ANTIMONII 

STELLATUS. 
STELLATED  REGULUS  OF 
ANTIMONY. 
Edinb. 
This  is  made  by  melting  the  mar- 
tial regulus    feveral  times   with 
frefh  nitre  and  tartar. 
The  fimple  regulus  of  antimony 
is  more  readily  made  to  exhibit  a 
ftarry    appearance    on  its   furface, 
than   the   martial ;    which   it   will 
alfo  do  by  one,  as  well  as  by  any 
number  of  fufions :  the  phsenome- 
non  entirely  depends  upon  the  re- 
gulus being  pure,  brought  into  ex- 
treme thin  fufion,  and  cooled  flow- 
\y  in  the  cone,  without  making  or 
moving  it.     If  the  martial  regulus 
is   employed,    it  is   convenient  to 
add   fome  frefh    antimony    (about 
one  fourth  the  weight  of  the  regu- 
lus) to  abforb  fuch  part  of  the  iron 
as  may  be  retained  in  it  :    when 
the  whole  is  in  perfect  fufion,  in- 
ject, at  times,  about  one  eighth  of 
nitre,    or  fixt  alcaline  fait,    previ- 
ously dried,  and  made  very  hot. 
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The  three  foregoing  regull  are  at 
prefent  rarely,  if  ever,  made  ufe 
of  in  medicine :  the  emetic  cups, 
and  perpetual  pills,  formerly  made 
from  them,  have  long  been  laid 
afide  as  precarious  andunfafe.  The 
fcorias,  produced  in  the  feveral 
proceffes,  afford  medicines  lefs  vio- 
lent, fome  of  which  are  in  consi- 
derable efteem.  Thefe  fcoriae  con- 
fift  of  the  fulphur  of  the  antimony 
united  with  an  alcaline  fait,  and  a 
part  of  the  regulus  taken  up  by 
this  compound,  and  rendered  folu- 
ble  in  water. 

SULPHUR  AURATUM 

ANTIMONII. 
GOLDEN  SULPHUR  OF 
ANTIMONY. 
Edi?ib. 
Let  the  fcorise  of  regulus  of  anti- 
mony be  reduced  into  powder, 
whilft  warm,  and  then  boiled  for 
a    ccnfiderable    time    in    thrice 
their  quantity  of  water.     Filter 
the  yellowifh   red   folution,  and 
drop  into  it  a  proper  quantity  of 
fpirit  of  vitriol :    a  powder  will 
precipitate,  which  is  to  be  wafh- 
ed  with  water,  till  perfectly  edul- 
corated and  freed  from  its  ill 
fmell. 

SULPHUR  ANTIMONII 

PR^CIPITATUM. 

PRECIPITATED  SULPHUR  OF, 

ANTIMONY. 
Lond. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  fixteen  ounces*" 
Tartar,  a  pound, 
Nitre,  half  a  pound. 

Let  thefe  be  reduced  feparately  in- 
to powder,  then  mixed,  thrown 
by  degrees  into  a  red  hot  cruci- 
ble, and  melted  with  a  ftrong 
fire.  Pour  out  the  matter  into  a 
conical  mould  ;  the  metallic 
part,  commonly  called  regulus 
of  antimony,  will  fink  to  the 
bottom, 
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bottom,  the  fcoriae  fwimming 
above  it.  DifTolve  thefe  fcorias 
in  water,  filter  the  folution  thro' 
paper,  and  precipitate  the  ful- 
phur  by  dropping  in  fome  fpirit 
of  fea  fait :  laftly,  wafh  the  ful- 
phur from  the  falts,  and  dry  it 
for  ufe. 

Thefe  preparations  are  not  ftricl- 
1y  fulphurs  :  they  contain  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  the  metallic 
part  of  the  antimony,  which  is  re- 
ducible from  them  by  proper  fluxes. 
That  made  by  the  firft  of  the  above 
proceffes  contains  greater!:  part  of 
the  femimetal ;  for  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  very  little,  fometimes 
fcarce  any  at  all,  feparates  in  the 
fufion.  The  quantity  of  regulus 
taken  up  in  the  fecond  alfo  will  be 
different,  according  to  the  degree 
of  fire  employed,  and  the  length 
of  time  that  the  fufion  is  continued. 
Thefe  medicines,  therefore,  muft 
needs  be  liable  to  great  variation 
in  point  of  ftrength,  and  in  this 
refpecl  there  is  not  perhaps  any  of 
the  antimonials  more  precarious  ; 
notwithftanding  the  affertion  in'the 
laft  edition  of  this  work,  that  they 
are  the  moft  certain  of  them. 

Thefe  preparations  prove  emetic 
when  taken  on  an  empty  flomach, 
in  a  dofe  of  four,  five,  or  fix 
grains  ;  but  in  the  prefent  practice, 
they  are  fcarce  ever  prefcribed  in 
this  intention ;  being  chiefly  ufed 
as  alterative  deobftruents,  particu- 
larly in  cutaneous  diforders.  Their 
emetic  quality  is  eafily  blunted  by 
making,  them  up  into  pills  with  re- 
fins  or  extracts,  and  giving  them  on 
a  full  flomach :  with  thefe  cau- 
tions, they  have  been  increafed  to 
the  rate  of  fixteen  grains  a  day, 
and  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time,  without  occafioning  any  di- 
sturbance upwards  or  downwards. 
As  their  ftrength  is  precarious,  they 
fhould  be  exhibited  at  firft  in  very 


fmall  dofes,    and  increafed  by  de- 
grees according  to  their  efFecti 

A  compofition  of  the  fulphur 
auratumt  with  mercurius  dulcis,  has 
been  found  a  powerful,  yet  fafe, 
alterative  in  cutaneous  diforders  ; 
and  has  completed  a  cure  after  fali- 
vation  had  failed  :  in  venereal  cafes 
likewife,  this  medicine  has  produ- 
ced excellent  effefts.  A  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  the  fulphur  and 
calomel  (well  triturated  together, 
and  made  into  pills  with  extracts, 
&c.)  may  be  taken  from  four  to 
eight  or  ten  grains,  morning  and 
night;  the  patient  keeping  mode-* 
rately  warm,  and  drinking  after 
each  dofe,  a  draught  of  a  decoction 
of  the  woods,  or  other  like  ii- 
quors.  This  medicine  generally 
promotes  perfpiration,  fcarce  oc- 
cafioning any  tendency  to  vomit  or 
purge,  or  at  all  affecting  the  mouth. 
See  the  Edinburgh  ejjays,  vol.  ia 
and  the  A£la  natur.  curio/,  vol.  v. 

KERMES  MINERALIS. 
KERMES  MINERAL. 

Take  of 

Antimony,  fixteen  ounces ; 
Any    fixt    alcaline    fait,       four 

ounces ; 
Water,  one  pint. 

Boil  them  together  for  two  hours, 
then  filter  the  warm  liquor  ;  as 
it  cools,  the  kermes  will  precipi- 
tate. Pour  off  the  water,  and 
add  to  it  three  ounces  of  frefh 
alcaline  fait,  and  a  pint  more  of 
water  :  in  this  liquor  boil  the 
remaining  antimony  as  before  : 
and  repeat  the  procefs  a  third 
time,  with  the  addition  of  only 
two  ounces  of  alcaline  fait,  and 
another  pint  of  water  ;  filtering 
the  liquor  as  at  firft,  and  collect- 
ing the  powders  which  fubfide 
from  them  in  cooling. 
This  medicine  has  of  late  been 

greatly   eiteemed  in   fome  pi  aces, 

under 
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under  the  names  Kermes  mineral, 
pulvij  Carthufianus,  poudre  des  Char- 
treaux,  &c.  It  was  originally  a  pre- 
paration of  Glauber,  and  for  fome 
time  kept  a  great  fecret,  till  at 
length  the  French  king  purchaf- 
ed  the  preparation  from  M.  de 
la  Ligerie,  for  a  confiderable  fum, 
and  communicated  it  to  the  public 
in  the  year  1720.  In  virtue  it  is 
not  different  from  the  fulphurs 
abdvementioned :  all  of  them  owe 
their  efficacy  to  a  part  of  the  regu- 
lus  of  the  antimony,  which  the  al- 
caline  fait,  by  the  mediation  of  the 
fulohur,  renders  foluble  in  water. 

PANACEA  ANTIMONII. 
PANACEA  OF  ANT1M0NT. 
Take  of 

Antimony,  fix  ounces  ; 

Nitre,  two  ounces ; 

Common  fait,    an  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Charcoal,  an  ounce. 
Reduce  them  into  a  fine  powder, 
and  put  the  mixture  into  a  red 
hot  crucible,  by  half  a  fpoonful 
at  a  time,  continuing  the  fire  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  lad 
injection  :  then  either  pour  the 
matter  into  a  cone,  Or  let  it  cool 
in  the  crucible,  which  when  cold 
muft  be  broke  to  get  it  out.  In 
the  bottom  wiii  be  found  a  quan- 
tity of  regulus;  above  this,  a 
compact  liver  -  coloured  fub- 
ftance ;  and  on  the  top,  a  more 
fpongy  mafs :  this  laft  is  to  be 
reduced  into  powder,  edulco- 
rated with  water,  and  dried, 
when  it  appears  of  a  fine  golden 
colour. 

This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
bans  of  LOCKYER'S  PILLS, 
which  was  formerly  a  celebrated 
purge.  Ten  grains  of  the  powder, 
mixed  with  an  ounce  of  white 
fugar  candy,  and  made  up  into  a 
mafs  with  mucilage  of  gum  traga- 
canih,  may  be  divided  into  an 
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hundred  fmall  pills  ;  of  which  one, 
two,  or  three,  taken  at  a  time, 
are  faid  to  work  gently  by  ftool 
and  vomit.  The  compact  liver- 
coloured  fubftance,  which  lies  im-  v- 
mediately  above  the  regulus,  ope-  t;". 
rates  more  churlifhly. 


VITRUM  ANTIMONIL 
GLASS  OF  ANTIMONT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Antimony  reduced  to  powder, 
one  pound. 
Calcine  it  over  a  gentle  fire,  in  an 
ungiazed  earthen  veffel,  keep- 
ing it  continually  ftirring  with 
an  iron  fpatula,  until  the  fumes 
ceafe,  and  the  antimony  is  re- 
duced into  a  grey  powder.  Melt 
this  powder  in  a  crucible,  with 
an  intenfe  fire,  and  pour  out  the 
liquid  matter  upon  an  heated 
copper  plate. 

The  calcination  of  antimony,  to 
fit  it  for  making  a  tranfparent 
glafs,  fucceeds  very  flowly,  unlefs 
the  operator  be  very  wary  andcir- 
cumfpe£l  in  the  management  of  it. 
The  moft  convenient  veffel  is  a 
broad  fhallow  difh,  or  a  fmooth 
flat  tile,  placed  under  a  chimney. 
The  antimony  fhould  be  the  purer 
fort,  fuch  as  is  ufualiy  found  at  the 
apex  of  the  cones  :  this,  grofsly 
powdered,  is  to  be  evenly  fpread 
over  the  bottom  of  the  pan,  fo  as 
not  to  lye  above  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  thick  on  any  part.  The  fire 
fhould  be  at  firft  no  greater  than  is 
juft  fufficient  to  raife  a  fume  from 
the  antimony,  which  is  to  be  now 
and  then  ftirred :  when  the  fumes 
begin  to  decay,  increafe  the  heat, 
taking  care  not  to  raife  it  fo  high 
as  to  melt  the  antimony,  or  run 
the  powder  into  lumps :  after  fome 
time  the  veffel  m?~  be  made  red 
hot,  and  kept  in  this  ftate,  until 
the  matter  will  noi:,  upon  being 
ftirred,   any  longer  fume.     If  this 
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part  of  the  procefs  be  duly  con- 
ducted, the  antimony  will  appear 
in  an  uniform  powder,  without 
any  lumps,  and  of  a  grey  colour. 

With  this  powder,  fill  two  thirds 
of  a  crucible,  which  is  to  be  cover- 
ed with  a  tile,  and  placed  in  a 
wind  furnace.  Gradually  increafe 
the  fire,  till  the  calx  is  in  perfect 
fufion,  when  it  is  to  be  now  and 
then  examined  by  dipping  a  clean 
iron  wire  into  it:  if  the  matter, 
which  adheres  to  the  end  of  the 
wire,  appear  fmooth  and  equally 
transparent,  the  vitrification  is  com- 
pleted and  the  glafs  may  be  pour- 
ed out  from  an  hot  fmooth  (tone, 
or  copper  plate,  and  fuftered  to 
cool  by  flow  degrees,  to  prevent 
its  cracking  and  flying  in  pieces. 

The  glafs  of  antimony  ufually 
met  with  in  the  Ihops,  is  faid  to 
be  prepared  with  certain  additions ; 
which  may  perhaps  render  it  not 
fo  fit  for  the  purpofes  here  defign- 
ed.  By  the  method  above  direct- 
ed, it  may  be  eafily  made,  in  the 
requifite  perfection,  without  any 
addition. 

The  calcined  antimony  is  faid  by 
Boerhaave  to  be  violently  emetic  ; 
but  this  does  not  appear  from  ex- 
perience, and  feems  to  have  been 
an  over  hafty  concluflon  from  the 
known  qualities  of  the  glafs,  which 
is  extremely  virulent,  infomuch  as 
to  be  unfafe  for  internal  ufe  :  com- 
bined with  wax  or  refins,  it  be- 
comes mild. 

VITRUM  ANTIMONII 

CERATUM. 

CERATED  GLASS  OF 

JNTIMONT. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  a  dram  ; 
Glafs  of  antimony,  reduced  into 
powder,  an  ounce. 
Melt  the  wax  in  an  iron  veffel,  and 
inject    upon     it    the    powdered 
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glafs  :  detain  the  mixture  over  a 
gentle  fire  for  half  an  hour,  keep- 
ing it  continually  ftirring ;  then 
pour  it  out  upon  a  paper,  and 
when  cold,  grind  it  into  powder. 
The  glafs  melts  in  the  wax,  with 
a  very  foft  heat :  after  it  has  been 
about  twenty  minutes  on  the  fire, 
it  begins  to  change  its  colour,  and 
in  ten  more,  comes  near  to  that  of 
Scotch  fnufF,  which  is  a  mark  of 
its  being  fufficiently  prepared :  the 
quantity    fet    down    above,     lofes 
about  one  dram  of  its  weight,   in 
the  procefs. 

This  medicine  has  for  fome  time 
been  greatly  efteemed  in  dyfente- 
ries :  feveral  examples  of  its  good 
effects  in  thefe  cafes,  may  be  feen 
in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Ebin- 
burgh  ejfays,  from  which  the  above 
remarks  on  the  preparation  are 
taken.  The  dofe  is  from  two  or 
three  grains  to  twenty,  according 
to  the  age  and  ftrength  of  the 
patient.  In  its  operation,  it  makes 
fome  perfons  fick  and  vomit ;  it 
purges  almoft  every  one ;  though 
it  has  fometimes  effected  a  cure, 
without  occafioning  any  evacuation 
orficknefs. 

Mr.  Geoffroy  gives  two  pretty 
Angular  preparations  of  glafs  of 
antimony,  which  feem  to  have 
fome  affinity  with  this.  One  is 
made  by  digefting  the  glafs,  moft 
fubtilely  levigated,  with  a  folution 
of  maftich  made  in  fpirit  of  wine, 
for  three  or  four  days,  now  and 
then  fhaking  the  mixture  ;  and  at 
laft  evaporating  the  fpirit,  fo  as  to 
leave  the  maftich  and  glafs  exactly 
mingled.  Glafs  of  antimony  thus 
prepared,  does  not  prove  emetic, 
but  acts  merely  as  a  cathartic,  and 
that  not  of  the  violent  kind. 

The  other  preparation  is  made 
by  burning  fpirit  of  wine  upon  the 
glafs  three  or  four  times,  the  pow- 
der being  every  time  exquifitely 
rubbed  upon  a  marble.     The  dofe 

.    of 
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of  this  medicine  is  from  ten  grains 
to  twenty  or  thirty :  it  operates- 
mildly  both  upwards  and  down- 
wards, and  fometimes  proves  fudo- 
fific. 
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ANTIMONIUM 

CATHARTIC  UM. 
THE  PURGING  ANTIMONY" 
of  Wilfon. 
Take  four  ounces  of  glafs  of  anti- 
mony, finely  powdered,  and 
gradually  pour  thereon  twelve 
ounces  of  oil  of  vitriol ;  diilil  in 
a  fand  heat ;  and  warn  the  pow- 
der, which  remains  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  retort,  till  all  its  acri- 
mony is  loll :  then  dry  it,  and 
grind  it  with  an  equal  weight 
of  Glauber's  cathartic  fait,  and 
a  double  quantity  of  vitriolated 
nitre.  Let  this  mixture  be  kept 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  gentle 
fufion,  in  a  crucible  ;  and  after- 
wards pulverized,  warned,  and 
dried  for  ufe. 

Mr.  Wilfon,  the  inventor  of  this 
preparation,  informs  us,  that  it  is 
the  moil  certain  antimonial  purge 
he  ever  met  with ;  that  it  operates 
without  naufeating  the  ftomach ; 
and  that  by  the  ufe  of  this'powder 
only,  he  knew  three  confirmed 
poxes  cured.  His  dofs  is  from  two 
grains  to  ten. 

CAUSTICUM 
ANTIMOMIALE. 

THE  ANTIMONIAL  CAUSTIC. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Crude  antimony,  one  pound  j 
Corrofive  mercury  fublimate,  two 
pounds. 
Reduce  them  feparately  into  pow- 
der ;  then  mix,  and  diilil  them 
in  a  wide-necked  retort,  with  a 
gentle  fand  heat.  The  matter, 
which  arifes  into  the  neck  of  the 
retort,  is  to  be  expofed  to  the 
air,  that  it  may  run  into  a  liquor. 


BUTYRUM  ANTIMONII. 
BUTTER  OF  ANTIMONY 
Edinb. 
Take 

Crude  antimony, 
Corrofive  mercury  fublimate,  of 
each  equal  parts. 
Grind  them  firlt  Separately,    then 
throughly    mix   them    together, 
taking  the  utmoll  care  to  :v 
the   vapours      Put  the   mixture 
into  a  coated  glafs  retort  (having 
a  fhort  wide  neck)  fo  as  to  fill 
one  half  of  it:  the  retort  being 
placed  in  a  fand  furnace,  and  a 
receiver  adapted  to  it,  give  firfl. 
a  gentle  heat,  that  only  a  dewy 
vapour   may  arife :   the  fire  be- 
ing then  increafed,    an  oily    li- 
quor will  afcend,    and  congeal 
in   the  neck   of  the  retort*    ap- 
pearing like  ice,  which  is  to  be 
melted  down  by  a  live  coal  cau- 
tioufly  applied.     This  oily  mat- 
ter is  to  be  rectified  in  a  glafs  re- 
tort; into  a  pellucid  liquor. 
Thefe    procefles    are  extremely 
dangerous,  infomuch  that  even  the 
life  of  the  operator,   though  tole- 
rably verfsd  in  common, pharmacy,  > 
may  be  affecled  for  want  of  taking 
due   care    herein.     Boerhaave    re- 
lates that  one,  who  from  the  tide 
he  gives  him,  is  not  to  be  fuppof- 
ed  inexpert  in  chemical  operations, 
or   unacquainted   with  the    danger 
attending  this,    was  fufFocated  for 
want'  of  proper  care  to  prevent  the 
burfling  of  the  retort.     The  fumes 
which   arife  even  upon  mixing  the 
antimony,  with  the  fublimate,  are 
highly    noxious,      and     lometimes 
iffiie  fo  copioufly  and  Suddenly,  as 
very  difficultly  to  be  avoided.     The 
utmoft   circumipeclion   therefore  is 
necefiary. 

The  cauftic,  or  butter  as  it  is 
called,  appears  to  be  a  folution  of 
the  metallic  part  of  the  antimony 
in  the  marine  acid  of  the  fubli- 
mate ;  the  fulphur  of  the  antimony, 
A  a  and 
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and  the  mercury  of  the  fublimate, 
remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  retort, 
united  into  an  ethiops.  This  folu- 
tion  does  not  fucceed  with  fpirit  of 
fait  in  its  liquid  ftate;  and  cannot 
be  effected  unlefs  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
making  fublimate)  the  acid  is  high- 
ly concentrated,  and  both  the  in- 
gredients violently  heated.  If  re- 
gulus  of  antimony  was  added  in  the 
diltillation  of  fpirit  of  fea  fait,  a 
like  folution  would  be  made. 
'  When  the  congealed  matter  that 
arifes  into  the  neck  of  the  retort,  is 
liquefied  by  the  moifiure  of  the 
air,  it  proves  lefs  corrofive  than 
when  melted  down  and  rectified  by 
heat;  though  it  feems,  in  either 
cafe,  to  be  fufhciently  flrong  for 
the  purpofes  it  is  intended  for.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  though  this-  fa- 
line  concrete,  readily  and  entirely 
diffolves  by  the  humidity  of  the 
air,  it  neverthelefs  will  not  difTolve 
on  putting  water  to  it  directly : 
even  when  previoufly  liquefied  by 
the  air,  the  addition  of  water  will 
precipitate  the  folution. 

CINNABARIS  ANTIMONII. 

CINNABAR  OF  ANTIMONY. 

Land. 

Let  the  matter,    which  remains  in 
the  retort  after  the  diltillation  of 
the    cauftic,     be   fublimed  in  a 
coated  matras,  in  an  open  fire. 
Edinb. 

As  foon  as  red  vapours  begin  to 
appear,  in  the  diltillation  of  the 
butter,  change  the  receiver, 
without  luting  the  junctures ; 
and  increafe  the  ..fire  until  the 
retort  becomes  intenfely  red  hot : 
in  an  hour  or  two>  the  whole  of 
the  black  powder  will  be  fub- 
limed, and  its  colour  changed 
into  red.  Then  break  the  re- 
tort, and  diligently  feparate  the 
cinnabar,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  neck,  from  the  black  drofly 
matter. 


The  cinnabar  of  antimony  is 
compofed  of  the  fulphur  of  the  an- 
timony, and  the  mercury  of  the 
fublimate,  which  are  perfectly  the 
fame  with  the  common  brimflone 
and  quickfilver,  of  which  the  cin- 
nabaris  fafiitia  is  made.  The  an- 
timonial  cinnabar  therefore,  whofe 
ingredients  are  laborioufiy  extract- 
ed from  other  fubftances,  is  not 
different  from  the  common  cinna- 
bar, made  with  the  fame  materials 
procured  at  a  much  cheaper  rate. 
The  former  indeed  is  generally  of 
a  darker  colour  than  the  other,  and 
has  fomewhat  of  a  needled  appear- 
ance like  that  of  antimony  itfelf; 
from  v/henee  it  has  been  fuppofed 
to  participate  of  the  metallic  part 
of  that  mineral.  But  it  appears 
from  experiment,  that  both  the  co- 
lour and  needled  form  are  entirely 
accidental,  and  owing  to  the  mixt 
containing  a  larger  proportion  of 
fulphur,  and  being  fublimed  in  a 
more  languid  manner. 

MERCURIUS  VIT/E. 
MERCURTOF  LIFE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Rectified  butter  of  antimony,  as 
much  as  you  pleafe : 
Pour  to  it  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fpring  water,   and  an  exceeding 
white  powder  will  be  precipita- 
ted:   edulcorate  this  by  repeat- 
ed affufions  of  warm  water,   and 
dry  it  by  a  flow  fire. 
This   powder   has    not,     as  its 
name  fhould  feem  to   imply,   any 
thing  of  mercury  in  it,  but  is  folely 
compofed   of  the  reguline  part  of 
the   antimony,     corroded    by    the 
acid  fpirit  of  fea  fait ;  which  acid 
is  fo  clofely  united,    as  not  to  be 
feparable  by  any  ablution  with  wa- 
ter.    Le   Mort  directs  fome  alca- 
line  fait  to  be  diffolved  in  the  wa- 
ter, in  order  to  obtund  the  acid  :  fe- 
veral  other  methods  alfo  have  been 
contrived 
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contrived  for  correcting  and  abat- 
ing the  force  of  this  violent  eme- 
tic ;  but  they  either  leave  it  {till  vi- 
rulent, or  render  it  inert. 

BEZOARDICUM   MINER  ALE. 
BEZOAR  MINERAL. 

Edinb. 
Take  any  quantity  of  butter  of  an- 
timony newly  rectified,  and  gra- 
dually drop  into  it  fpirit  of  nitre, 
till  the  effervefcence  ceafes.  Draw 
off  the  fpirit  in   a   glafs   veffel, 
placed  in  a  fand  heat,  till  a  dry 
powder  remains  behind :  add  to 
this  a  little  freih  fpirit  of  nitre* 
and  again  exficcate  it.     Repeat 
this  a  third  time  :  then  commit 
the  powder  in    a  crucible  to  a 
naked  fire,    till  it  has  received 
an  almoft  white  heat,  and  detain 
it  in  this  ftate  for  half  an  hour. 
This  preparation  may  be  eafier 
made,   and  with  greater  fafety  to 
the  operator,  by  dropping  the  but- 
ter of  antimony  into  three  or  four 
times  its  weight  of  fpirit  of  nitre, 
and  diftilling  the  mixture  in  a  re- 
tort, until  a  dry  white  mafs  is  lefc 
behind,  which  is  afterwards  to  be 
calcined,      as   above   directed.     Jt 
may  likewife  be  made  by  diftilling 
fpirit   of  nitre   from    the   mercurius 
*vit<e,  and  calcining  the  remainder; 
Or   by   deflagrating    the    mercurius 
vitas  with  thrice  its  Weight  of  pure 
nitre.     This  laft  method,  propofed 
by    G.  Wolffg.  Wedelius,    is  fol- 
lowed by  the  Auguftan  college. 

Eezoar  mineral  was  formerly 
held  in  great  efteem  as  a  diaphore- 
ric  ;  but  its  reputation  is  at  prefent 
almoft  loft.  It  is  not  different  in 
medical  virtue,  or  in  any  fenfibie 
quality,  from  the  calces  of  anti- 
mony made  directly  by  deflagra- 
tion with  nitre*  fome  of  which  have 
generally  fupplied  its  place  in  the 
fhops.  It  appears  at  firft  pretty 
extraordinary,  that  the  violent  cau- 
ftic,  butter  of  antimony,  fhould  be 


Preparations.  gre 

rendered  indolent  by  the  corrofive 
fpirit  of  nitre  :  how  this  happens 
will  be  eafily  underftood,  upon 
confidering  that  the  nitrous  acid 
expels  the  marine  (to  which  the 
cauftic  quality  of  the  butter  is  ow- 
ing) and  is  itfelf  expelled  from  moft 
metallic  fubftances  by  fire. 

TARTARUM  EMETICUM. 
EMETIC  TARTAR. 
Lond. 
Take-of 

Walhed  crocus  of  antimony, 
Cryftals  of  tartar,    each  half  a 

pound. 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil    them    together   for  half    an 
hour ;  then  filter  the  liquor,  and 
after  due  evaporation,  fet  it  by 
to  cryftallize. 

Edinb, 
Take  of 

Cream  of  tartar,  four  ounces  ; 
Glafs  of  antimony  powdered,  two 
ounces. 
Boil  them  together  in  four  pints  of 
water,  for  ten  hours,  ftirring 
them  frequently  with  a  fpatula, 
and  adding  more  water  as  there 
is  occanon.  Filter  the  liquor 
whilft  warm;  and  evaporate  it, 
either  to  drynefs,  or  only  till  a 
pellicle  forms,  that  it  may  (hoot 
into  cryftals. 

This  preparation  has  been  ufually 
made  with  the  unwafhed  crocus  of 
antimony  :  by  employing,  as  here 
directed,  the  wafhed  crocus,  or  the 
glafs,  it  proves  of  a  whiter  colour, 
and  likewife  more  certain  in 
ftrength  ;  though  it  will  ftill  be 
fomewhat  precarious  in  this  laft 
refpeft,  if  the  cryftallization  is 
complied  with:  for  fome  of  the 
tartar,  even  though  the  operation 
is  performed  with  a  good  deal  of 
care,  will  be  apt  to  fhoot  by  itfelf, 
retaining  little  or  nothing  of  the 
crocus.  It  fhould  feem  therefore 
more  eligible,  as  foon  as  the  folu- 
A  a  z  tion 
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tion  has  palled  the  filter,  to  proceed 
to  the  total  evaporation  of  the  li- 
quor, or  at  leaft  to  evaporate  lower 
than  is  ufual  for  crystallization,  that 
the  whole  may  fhoot  at  once. 

The  title  of  this  medicine  ex- 
preffes  its  principal  operation.  It 
is  one  of  the  beft  of  the  antimomal 
emetics,  a&ing  more  powerfully 
than  the  quantity  of  crocus  contain- 
ed in  it  would  do  by  itfelf,  though 
it  does  not  fo  much  ruffle  the  con- 
flitution.  And  indeed  antimomals 
in  general,  when  thus  rendered  fo- 
lubfe  by  vegetable  acids,  are  more 
fafe  and  certain  in  their  effects, 
than  the  violent  preparations  of 
that  mineral  exhibited  by  them- 
felves ;  the  former  never  varying  in 
their  adion  from  a  difference  in  the 
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food  taken  during  their  ufe,  or 
other  like  circumflances,  which  oc- 
cafioning  more  or  lefs  of  the  others 
to  be  diifolved,  make  them  operate 
with  different  degrees  of  force. 
Thus  crude  antimony,  where  acid 
food  has  been  liberally  taken,  has 
fometimes  proved  violently  emetic  ; 
whilft,  in  other  circumflances,  it 
has  no  fuch  effect. 

The  dofe  of  emetic  tartar,  when 
defigned  to  produce  the  full  effecT: 
of  an  emetic,  is  from  four  to  fix 
or  eight  grains.  It  may  likewife 
be  advantageoufly  given  in  fmaller 
dofes,  half  a  grain  for  inftance, 
as  a  diaphoretic  and  alterative  in 
cutaneous  diforders ;  and  added, 
in  the  quantity  of  a  grain,  as  a 
ftimulus  to  vegetable  cathartics. 


SECT.     IX. 
P  REPARATIONS  of  BISMUTH. 


THIS  femimetal  refembles  in 
appearance  the  regulus  of  anti- 
mony ;  but  differs  greatly  from  it, 
in  its  pharmaceutical  properties  and 
medical  qualities.  It  melts  in  a 
Very  friiall  heat,  long  before  igni- 
tion ;  and  totally  difiblves,  with 
great  effervefcence,  in  aqua  fortis, 
which  only  corrodes  the  antimo- 
rn'al  femimetal.  As  a  medicine,  it 
feems,  when  pure,  to  have  little 
or  no  effeft;  though  fome  prepa- 
rations of  it  were  formerly  account- 
ed diaphoretic.  At  prefent,  only 
one  preparation  comes  under  the 
notice  of  the  apothecary  or  che- 
mift ;  and  that  defigned  for  exter- 
nal ufe. 

MAGISTERIUM  BISMUTHI. 

MJG1STERT  OF  BISLfuYH. 
Diffolve  bifmuth  in  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  aqua  fortis,  without  heat, 


.adding  the  bifmuth  by  little  and 
little  at  a  time.  Pour  the  folu- 
tion  into  fixteen  times  its  quan- 
tity of  fair  water ;  it  will  grow 
milky,  and  on  Handing  for  fome 
time,  depofite  a  bright  white 
precipitate  :  the  addition  of  (pi- 
nt of  wine  will  expedite  the  pre- 
cipitation. Wafh  the  powder  in 
frefh  parcels  of  water;  and  dry 
it  in  a  fhady  place  betwixt  two 
papers. 

This  preparation  is  of  fome 
efleem  as  a  cofmetic,  which  is  the 
only  ufe  it  is  now  applied  to.  The 
diaphoretic  virtues,  attributed  to 
it  when  taken  internally,  have  very 
little  foundation,  and  by  the  pre- 
fent practice  are  not  at  all  regarded. 
It  was  propofed  to  be  received  in 
our  pharmacopoeia  at  the  late  re- 
vifal,  but  was  found  much  too  in- 
iignificant  to  be  admitted  there. 
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SECT.     X. 
PREPARATIONS    of  ZINC. 


THIS  femimetal  melts  in  a 
red  heat;  and  if  the'  air  is  admit- 
ted, flames,  and  fublimes  into 
light,  white,  downy  flowers ;  if 
the  air  is  excluded,  it  arifes,  by  a 
ftrong  fire,  in  its  metallic  form. 
Sulphur,  which  unites  with,  or 
fcorifies  all  the  other  metals  except 
gold,  does  not  acf  on  zinc.  Acids 
of  every  kind  diffolve  it. 

Zinc,  its  flowers  or  calces,  and 
folutions,  taken  internally,  prove 
ftrong  and  quick  emetics  ;  in  fmall 
doles,  they  are  faid  to  be  diapho- 
retic. Externally,  they  are  cool- 
ing, aftringent,  and  deiiccative. 

PURIFICATIO  ZINCI. 

PURIFICATION  OF  ZINC. 
Melt  zinc,  with  a  heat  no  greater 
than  is  juft  fufficient  to  keep  it 
fluid.     Stir  it   ftrongly  with   an 
iron  rod,  and  throw  in  alternate- 
ly pieces  of  fuiphur  and  of  tal- 
low, the  firft  in  largeft  quantity. 
If    any     confifcent     matter,      or 
fcoris,   forms  on  the  top,    take 
it  off,  and  continue  the   procefs, 
until   the   fuiphur   is    found    to 
burn  freely  and  totally  away  on 
the  furface  cf  the  fluid  zinc. 
Zinc  ufually  contains  a  portion 
of  lead,  which   this  procefs  effec- 
tually   feparates.     Sulphur    united 
with   lead    forms    a    mafs,     which. 
dees  net  melt  in  any  degree  of  fire 
that  zinc  is  capable  of  fuitaining. 

FLORES  ZINCI. 
FLOWERS  OF  ZINC 
Let  a  large  and  very  deep  crucible, 
or  other  deep  earthen  veffel,    be 


placed  in  a  furnace,  in  an  in- 
clined fituation,  only  half  upright. 
Put  a  fmall  quantity  of  zinc  into 
the  bottom  of  the  veffel,  and 
apply  a  moderate  fire,  no  greater 
than  is  neceffary  to  make  the 
zinc  flame  :  white  flowers  will 
arife,  and  adhere  about  the  fides 
of  the  veffel,  like  wool.  When 
the  zinc  ceafes  to  flame,  ftir  it 
with  an  iron  rod,  and  continue 
this  operation  till  the  whole  is 
fublimed. 

Thefe  flowers  fhould  feem  pre- 
ferable, for  medicinal  purpoies,  to. 
tutty,  and  the  more  impure  fubli- 
mates  of  zinc,  which  are  obtained 
in  the  brafs  works;  and.  likewife 
to  calamine  the  natural  ore  of  this 
femimetal,  which  contains  a  large 
quantity  of  earth,  and  frequently  a 
portion  of  heterogeneous  metallic 
matter. 

SAL  feu  VITRIOLUM 

ZINCI. 
SALT  or  VITRIOL  OF  ZINC. 
Diffolve  purified  zinc,  by  a  gentle 
heat  of  fand,  in  a  mixture  of 
equal  parts  of  oil  of  vitriol  and 
water.  Filter  the  solution,  and 
after  due  evaporation,  fet  it  to 
cryftallize. 

This  fait  is  an  elegant  white  vi- 
triol. It  differs  from  the  common 
white  vitriol,  and  the  ,fal  kiitrio/i 
of  the  fhops,  only  in  being  purer, 
and  perfectly  free  from  any  ad- 
mixture of  copper,  or  fueh  other 
foreign  metallic  bodies,  as  the 
ethers  generally  contain. 
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SECT.    XI. 
COMPOUND  METALLIC  PREPARATIONS. 


LAPIS  MEDICAMENTOSUS. 
THE  MEDICINAL  STONE. 
Land. 
Take  of 
Litharge, 

Bole  armenic,  or  French  bole, 
Alum,  each  half  a  pound  j 
Colcothar  of  green  vitriol,  three 
ounces  ; 

Vinegar,   a  quarter  of  a  pint. 
Mix,  and  exficcate  them  till  they 
grow  hard. 

Ediab. 
Take  of 

Colcothar  of  vitriol, 
Litharge  of  gold, 
Bole  armenic, 
Alum,  each  equal  parts  5 
Strong  vinegar,  as  much  as  will 
cover  them  to  the  height   of 
four  inches. 
Digeft  theie  ingredients  together, 
for   four    days,  in    an    earthen 
can ;   then    fet  them    over    the 
lire,  that  all  the  humidity  may 
evaporate  ;  after  which,  calcine 
the  lemaining  mafs  with  a  ftrong 
heat. 

This  preparation  is  employed  ex- 
ternally as  an  aftringent>  for  fatten- 
ing loofe  teeth,  preferving  the, 
gums,  healing  and  drying  up  ulcers 
and  wounds,  and  reprefnng  de- 
fluxions  of  thin  acrid  humours  upon 
the  eyes.  It  is  fometimes  ufed  in 
injections  for  checking  a  gonor- 
rhoea, after  the  virulence  is  ex- 
pelled. A  preparation  much  re- 
fembling  this  is  faid,  in  the  me- 
moirs of  the  French  academy,  to 
be  greatly  eneemed  among  the  fur- 
geons  in  the  army  as  a  vulnerary. 

SPECIFICUM  ADSTRINGENS 
MAETZ1I. 


An  afiringent  preparation  taken  front 
Maetz  ;  'which  has  been  fold  under 
the  name  of 

COLBJTCES  STYPTIC 
POWDER, 
Take  of 

Sugar  of  lead  .... 

Iron    filings,    as   much   as    you 

pleafe ; 
Spirit  of  fait,  as  much  as  will 
rife  above  the  filings  three  or 
four  inches. 
Digeft  them  together  with  a  gentle 
heat,  till  the  fpjrit  ceafes  to  aft 
on  the  metal ;  then  pour  off  the 
liquor,  evaporate  it  to  one  half, 
and  add  thereto  an  equal  weight 
of  fugar  of  lead.  Continue  the 
evaporation,  with  a  fmall  heat, 
until  the  matter  remains  dry, 
and  affumes  a  red  colour. 
If  the  procefs  is  ftopt  as  foon  as 
it  becomes  dry,  it  has  exactly 
the  appearance  of  Col  batch's 
powder.  It  muft  be  kept  clofe 
from  the  air,  otherwife  it  deli- 
quiates. 

This  is  faid  to  be  the  ftyptic, 
with  which  fo  much  noife  was 
made  fome  time  ago,  by  the  author 
of  the  novum  lumen  chirurgi<s  ; 
and  for  the  fale  of  which,  a 
patent  was  procured  ;  only  in  that 
was  ufed  oil  of  vitriol,  inftead  of 
the  fpirit  of  fait  in  this,  a  difference 
not  very  material.  The  prepa- 
tion  ftands  recommended  in  all 
kinds  of  hemorrhagies  and  immo- 
derate fluxes,  both  internally  and 
externally  :  the  dofe  is  from  four 
grains  to  twelve.  It  is  undoubted- 
ly an  efheacious  ityptic,  bu£  for 
internal  ufe  a  dangerous  one.  See 
the  article  La*  d,  and  its  prepara- 
tions, 

ANTI- 
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ANTIHECTICUM  POTERII. 
POTERlUS's  JNTIHECTJC. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

■Martial  regulus  of  antimony,  fix 

ounces; 
Fine  tin,  three  ounces. 
Melt  thefe  together  in  a  crucible ; 
then  pour  them  out  into  a  warm 
greafed  mortar,    and  when   the 
mafs  is  grown  cold,   grind  it  into 
a  powder.      Add  to  this  thrice 
its  weight  of  pure  nitre,  and  de- 
flagrate the,  mixture   in   a  cru- 
cible,  throwing  in  only  a  fpoon- 
ful  at  a  time  ;    then  calcine   it 
[that  is,  keep  it  in  fuflon]  for  an 
hour ;    and    having    afterwards 
ground  it  into    an    impalpable 
powder,    pour   thereon    a   fufli- 
cient  quantity    of    warm  water 
flir  them  well  together  with   a 
peiHe,  till  the  water  grows  milky, 
which  thus  loaded  with  the  finer 
parts  of    the  powder,  is  to   be 
poured  off,  and  frelh  water  put 
to    the   remainder  :    repeat  this 
operation,  till  nothing  but  indif- 
foluble   feces    remains    behind. 
Suffer  all  the  milky  liquors  to 
jeft ;  a  powder  will  Tall  to  the 
bottom,  which  is  to  be  waihed 
with  repeated  afFufions  of  warm 
water,   and  laftly  dried  for  ufe. 
The  regulus  of  antimony  fhould 
be  melted   before  the  tin  is  added 
to  it;  for  if  they  are  both  put  in- 
to the  crucible  together,   a  part  of 
the  tin  will   be   diffipated   by   the 
heat  requifite  for  the  fufion  of  the 
regulus. 

The  chemifts  have  been  greatly 
divided  with  regard  to  the  propor- 
tion which  thefe  two  ingredients 
ought  to  bear  to  one  another. 
Some  vary  fo  much  from  the  above 
prefcription,  as  to  order  two  parts 
of  the  antimonial  regulus  to  one 
of  tin;  others,  no  more  than  one 
part  of  the  former  to  fix  of  the 
latter.    Nor  have  they  agreed  up- 
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on  the  colour  which  this  prepara- 
tion ought  to  have  ;  fome  prefer- 
ring that  which  is  perfectly  white  ; 
whilft  others  look  upon  a  bluifli 
tinge  as  a  mark  of  the  proportions 
having  been  duly  obferved,  and 
the  operation  regularly  performed  : 
in  the  procefs  above,  it  feems  in- 
tended to  be  white ;  for  without 
the  obfervance  of  certain  enchei- 
refes,  not  there  mentioned,  as  par- 
ticularly calcining  the  powder  after 
the  ablution,  it  will  fcarcehave  any 
thing  of  a  bluifh  caft. 

Practical  phyficians  do  not  differ 
lefs  in  the  accounts  which  they 
give  of  the  virtues  of  this  celebrat- 
ed medicine.  Some  extol  it  as  an 
excellent  diaphoretic,  &c.  others 
are  ready  to  vouch,  that  it  has 
done  moft  eminent  fervice  in  hec- 
tical cafes ;  whilit  many,  of  no 
fmall  note,  are  not  only  confident 
that  it  has  none  of  the  virtues  at- 
tributed to  it,  but  utterly  condemn 
it  as  unfafe,  and  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  very  diforders  faid  to 
be  remedied  by  its  ufe.  This  af- 
fair probably  will  not  be  fatisfacto- 
rily  determined,  till  the  virtues  of 
calx  of  tin  and  calx  of  antimony 
(which  this  medicine  is  a  mixture 
of )  fhall  be  better  afcertained  than 
they  are  at  prefent.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  ufe  of  the  antihettk  is  in 
common  practice  "laid  afide  ;  and 
is  not  likely  to  be  ever  introduced 
again. 

BEZOARDICUM  JOVIALE. 
BEZOAR  with  TIN. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 
Regulus     of    antimony,     three 

ounces ; 
Pure  tin,  two  ounces; 
Corrofive  fublim ate  mercury,  five 
ounces. 
Melt  the  regulus  of  antimony  in  a 
crucible,  and  put  to  it  the  tin, 
fo  as  to  make  a  new  regulus ;  to 
A  a  4  which, 
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which,  after  being  levigated, 
add  the  corroiive  fubiimate,  and 
diftil  the  mixture  in  a  retort. 
Let  the  butter  which  arifes  in  this 
procefs,  be  fixed  by  three  re- 
peated diftillations  with  thrice 
its  own  quantity  of  fpirit  of  ni- 
tre. The  powder  is  then  to  be 
calcined  ;  thrown,  whil ft  ignited, 
into  a  proper  quantity  of  fpirit 
of  wine ;  and  afterwards  dried  for 
ufe. 

This  preparation  is  not  greatly 
different  from  the  foregoing.  The 
butter  feems  to  contain  more  of 
the  tin,  than  of  the  antimonial  re- 
gulus,  united  with  the  marine  acid 
of  the  fubiimate  :  the  nitrous  fpirit 
expels  the  marine,  and  is  itfelf  af- 
terwards expelled  in  the  calcina- 
tion ;  leaving  the  powder  a  mere 
calx,  fimilar  to  one  prepared  from 
the  fame  ingredients  in  a  lefs  troii- 
blefome  manner,  either  by  fire  a- 
lone,  or  by  deflagration  with  nitre. 

JETHIOPS  ANTJMONIALIS. 

ANTIMONIAL  ETHIOPS. 

Let  equal  quantities    of  antimony 

and  fea  fait  be  fluxed  together 

in  a  crucible  for  an  hour  5  when 

grown  cold,  a  regnlus,   (impro- 


perly Co  called)  will  be  found  in 
the  bottom ;  which  is  to  be  fe- 
parated  from  the  fcorke  that  lie 
above   it,  and    ground  with   an 
equal  weight  of  purified  quick- 
filver,  until  they  are  united. 
This   medicine  is  faid  to  be  of 
remarkable    efficacy    in    venereal 
cafes  of  long  Handing,  in  cance- 
rous tumours,  fcorbutic  and  fcro- 
phulous  diforders,    obftinate  glan- 
dular obflxuclions,    and  fundry  0- 
ther  chronical  diftempers  which  e- 
lude  the  force  of  the  common  me- 
dicines. A  few  grains  may  be  given 
at  firft  ;  and  the  dofe  gradually  in- 
creafed,  according  to  its  operation, 
to  a  fcruple  or  more.    Jt  acls  chiefly 
by  promoting  perfpiration  :  in  fome 
confutations,  it  proves   purgative ; 
and  in  others,  if  the  dofe  is  confi- 
derable,  emetic. 

Sundry  other  preparations  of  this 
kind  have  of  late  been  held  by 
fome  people  in  confiderable  efteem, 
though  not  taken  notice  of  by 
common  practice.  They  have  been 
generally  compofed  of  mercury  li- 
nked by  triture  either  with  crude 
antimony,  the  medicinal  regulus, 
or  the  golden  or  precipitated  ful- 
phur. 
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Chapter  XI. 


AQVM    SIMPLICES    STILLATITI^E. 

SIMPLE    DISTILLED    WATERS. 


7  A  T  E  R,  di fulled  over  from 
certain  plants,  &c.  by  a 
boiling  heat,  becomes  more  or 
lefs  impregnated  with  their  fla- 
vour and  virtue.  The  diftilla- 
tion  is  performed  in  the  fame 
kind  of  inflruments  as  that  of 
eflential  oils  already  fpoken  of 
(chap,  vii.)  and  the  diitilled  li- 
quor owes  the  qualities  it  ac- 
quires, to  a  portion  of  the  oil  of 
the  fubjecl:  elevated  and  mingled 
with  it. 

The  virtues,  capable  of  ariiing 
in  this  procefs,  are  thofe  only  which 
confiit  in  warmth,  pungency,  and 
fmell  or  flavour ;  and  hence  fuch 
fubftances  as  are  eminently  endued 
with  thefe,  are  the  proper  fubjecls 
for  difdlled  waters  to  be  drawn 
from  ;  fuch  are,  fpices,  warm  feeds 
and  berries,  fragrant  herbs,  flow- 
ers, and  fruits,  and  fome  of  the  a- 
crid  plants.  Cathartic,  emetic,  af- 
tringent,  bitter,  fweet,  cooling,  e- 
mol'ient,  nutritious  qualities,  are 
in  vain  expected  to  come  over  the 
helm. 

Seme  vegetable  matters,  even  of 
the  more  odoriferous  kind,  under- 
go fuch  an  alteration  from  the  a- 
queousmedium,  and  the  degree  of 
heat  neceflary  in  this  operation : 
that  though  the  fubjecl:  lofes  all  its 
fragrance,  yet  the  difdlled  liquor 
has  little  or  nothing  of  it,  but  proves 
both  in  fmell  andtafte  difagreeable. 
In  order  to   collect  the  volatile 


virtues  of  thefe  kinds  of  vegetables, 
the  chemifts  have  contrived  another 
procefs ;  which  Boerhaave  feems 
particularly  fond  of.  The  fubjecl: 
is  included  in  proper  veffels,  with- 
out any  additional  matter,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  a  heat  no  greater  than  that 
of  the  fummer's  fun  :  the  vapour, 
which  arifes  in  this  degree  of 
warmth,  and  condenfes  in  the  re- 
ceiver, is  fuppofed  to  contain  the 
more  fragrant,  fubtile  and  aroma- 
tic parts  of  the  plant ;  and  to  be  in 
reality,  the  effluvia  that  would  ex- 
hale from  it  in  the  open  air  caught 
and  collected  by  the  means  of  art. 

This  procefs  however,  is,  upon 
trial,  found  defective  ;  the  liquors 
obtained  by  it  proving  greatly  dif- 
ferent in  fmell  from  the  natural  ef- 
fluvia of  the  fubjecl:.  And  indeed 
the  principle,  it  is  founded  upon, 
appears  to  be  erroneous  :  it  is  not 
the  fun's  heat  alone,  that  raifes, 
and  impregnates  the  air  with,  the 
odorous  effluvia  of  vegetables ;  this 
fluid  itfelf,  as  a  menflruum,  dif- 
folves  and  imbibes  them.  'Tis 
when  the  air  is  humid,  not  when 
it  is  warmeft,  that  odoriferous  herbs 
and  flowers  difFufe  their  fragrance  : 
exflccated  in  a  warm  dry  air,  they 
in  good  meafure  retain  the  flavour 
which  an  humid  one,  tho1  cool, 
would  totally  rob  them  of. 

The  natural  effluvia  of  vegeta- 
bles therefore,  which  may  be  look- 
ed  upon   as    an  infufion  of  them 

mads 
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made  in  air,  may  have  very  different 
effects  from  thofe  parts  of  them 
which  are  capable  of  being  eleva- 
ted in  diftillation.  Thus,  though 
the  effluvia  of  poppies  fhould  pro- 
cure fleep  or  bring  on  lethargic  dif- 
orders,  and  thofe  of  the  walnut  tree 
bind  the  belly,  (as  they  are  reported 
to  do)  it  is  not  to  be  expedled  that 
their  diftilled  waters  mould  do  the 
like.  Lemery  relates,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  that  feveral  per- 
fons  were  purged,  by  flaying  long 
in  a  room  where  damafk  rofes  were 
drying;  an  effect  daily  experien- 
enced  from  aqueous  infufions  of 
thefe  flowers,  but  never  from  their 
diftilled  water. 

Many  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
diftilled  waters  may  be  more  and 
more  impregnated  with  the  virtues 
of  the  fubject,  and  their  ftrength 
increafed,  to  any  afligned  degree, 
by  cohobation,   that  is,  by  rediftil- 


ling  them  a  number  of  times  from 
frefh  parcels  of  the  plant.  Expe- 
rience however,  fhews  the  contra^ 
ry  ;  a  water  fkilfully  drawn  in  the 
firft  dillation,  proves  on  every  re- 
peated onev  not  ftronger,  but  more 
difagreeable.  Aqueous  liquors  are 
not  capable  of  imbibing  above  a 
certain  quantity  of  the  volatile  oil 
of  vegetables,  and  this  they  may 
be  made  to  take  up  by  one,  as 
well  as  by  any  number  of  diftilla- 
tions :  the  ofteper  the  procefs  is  re- 
peated, the  ungrateful  impreftion 
which  they  generally  receive  from 
the  fire  even  at  the  firft  time,  be- 
comes greater  and  greater.  Thofe 
plants  which  do  not  yield  at  firft. 
waters  fufficiently  ftrong,  are  not 
proper  fubjects  for  this  procefs, 
fince  their  virtues  may  be  obtained 
much  more  advantageoufly  by  oT 
thers. 


General  rules  for  the  diftillation  of  the  officinal  fmple  waters. 


I. 

Plants  and  their  parts  ought  to  be 
frefh  gathered.  [£.] 
Where  they  are  directed    frefh, 
fuch   only   muft  be  employed  ; 
but  fome  are  allowed  to  be  ufed 
dry,  as  being  eafily  procurable 
in  this  ftate  at  all  times  of  the 
year,   though   rather  more  ele- 
gant waters  might  be  obtained 
from  them  whilft  green.  [£.] 
Many  pharmaceutical  writers  di- 
rect all  the  plants  defigned  for  the 
diftillation  of  fimple  waters,  to  be 
previouily  dried.     Such  are  indif- 
putably  moft  proper  where  the  ef- 
fential    oil   is    required  by  itfelf; 
but  not   when  it   is  wanted  to  be 
combined  with  an  aqueous    fluid. 
In  green  herbs,  the  oil  is  already 
blended  with  a  fluid  of  this  kind ; 
as  the  fubject  dries,   it   feparates, 
and  concretes  diftinct. 


II. 

Having  bruifed  the  fubject  a  little, 

pour  thereon  thrice  its  quantity 

of  fpring  water  :  this  quantity  is 

to   be  diminifhed   or  increafed, 

according  as  the  plants  are  more 

or  lefs  juicy  than  ordinary,  [is.] 

When  frefh  and  juicy  herbs  are 

to  be  diftilled,  thrice  their  weight 

of  water  will  be  fully  fufficient  : 

but  dry  ones  require  a  much  larger 

quantity.     In  general,  there  fhould 

be    fo  much  water,  that  after  all 

intended  to  be  diftilled  has  come 

over,  there  may   be  liquor  enough 

left  to   prevent  the   matter    from 

burning  to  the  flill. 

III. 

The  diftillation  may  be  performed 
in  an  alembic  with  a  refrigera- 
tory,   the    junctures   being  lu- 

tod.  [£.] 
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The  heac  fhould  be  fufficient  to 
make  the  water  boil,  and  the  li- 
quor diftil  in  an  almoft  continued 
ftream.  If  it  is  confiderably  great- 
er, the  liquor  will  be  apt  to  boil 
over,  and  the  herb  to  be  thrown 
up  into  the  head,  fo  as  to  foul  or 
block  up  the  worm  ;  if  weaker, 
the  virtue  of  the  plant  will  be  im- 
perfectly elevated. 

IV. 

The  diftillation  is  to  be  continued 
as  long  as  the  water  which  comes 
over  is    perceived  to  have   any 
fmellor  talte  of  the  plant  [£.] 
Plants  differ  fo  much  according 
to  the  foil  and  feafon  of  which  they 
are  the  produce,  and  likewife  ac- 
cording to  their  own  age,  that  it  is 
impoffible   to  fix   the    quantity  of 
water  to  be  drawn  from  a  certain 
weight  of  them,  to  any  invariable 
ftandard.     The  diftillation  may  al- 
ways be  continued   as  long  as  the 
liquor  runs  well  flavoured  of  the 
fubjefl ;   and  no  longer. 
If  the  herbs  are  of  prime  goodnefs, 
they  mult  be  taken  in  the  weights 
prefcribed.     But  when  frefh  ones 
are  fubitituted  to  dry,  or  when 
the   plants   themfelves    are  the 
produce  of  unfavourable  feafons, 
and  weaker  than  ordinary,  the 
quantities  are  to  be  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  difcretion  of  the 
a'rtift.  [X.J 

After  the  odorous  water,  alone 
intended  for  ufe,  has  come  over, 
an  acidulous  liquor  arifes,  which 
has  fometimes  extracted  fo  much 
from  the  copper  head  of  the  ftill, 
as  to  prove  emetic.  To  this  are 
owing  the  anthelmintic  virtues  at- 
tributed to  certain  difulled  waters. 

V. 

Thofe  plants  which  abound  with  an 
aromatic  fragrant  oil,  fhould  be 
committed  immediately  to  diftil- 
lation.    But  fuch  as  contain  a 


more  fixt  oil,  or  owe  part  of 
their  virtues  to  a  faline  matter 
though  volatile,  ought  firft  to 
undergo  an  imperfett  fermenta- 
tion, with  the  addition  of  yeaft  t 
that  is,  they  fhould  be  difulled 
as  foon  as  the  fermentatian  is 
begun,  without  flaying  till  it  is 
finifhed  [£.] 

The  principle,  upon  which  cer- 
tain vegetable  fubftances  are  direct- 
ed to  be  flightly  fermented,  is  cer- 
tainly juft :  for  the  fermentation 
fomewhat  opens  and  unlocks  their 
texture,  fo  as  to  make  them  part 
with  more  in  the  fubfequent  diftil- 
lation, than  could  be  drawn  over 
from  them  without  fome  affiftance 
of  this  kind.  Thofe  plants,  how- 
ever, which  require  this  treatment, 
are  not  proper  fubjects  for  fimple 
waters  to  be  drawn  from  ;  their  vir- 
tues being  obtainable  to  better  ad- 
vantage by  other  proceffes. 

VI. 

If  any  drops  of  oil  fwim  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  they  are  to 
be  carefully  taken  off.  [£.] 

VII. 

That  the  waters  may  keep  the  bet- 
ter, about  one  twentieth  part 
their  weight  of  proof  fpirit,  may 
be  added  to  each,  after  they  are 
diftilled.  [Z.J 

With  regard  to  the  general  vir- 
tues of  thefe  preparations,  they 
have  been  fuppofed  by  fome  to 
poffefs  thofe  of  the  fimples  which 
they  are  diftilled  from,  entire.  This 
rule  indeed  may  in  fome  cafes  ob- 
tain ;  but  molt  of  the  waters  which 
have  been  ufually  kept  in  the  fhops, 
are  exceptions  to  it.  The  greaceit 
number  of  them  are  at  pe'ent 
confidered  only  as  agreeable  dilu- 
ters,  or  as  vehicles  for  medicines 
of  greater  efficacy ;  very  few  are 
depended  on,  in  any  intentions  of 
confequence,  by  themfelves. 

AQUA 


Part  It 


times  employed  as  the  bails  of  car- 
minative juleps.  It  is  fimilar  in 
flavour  to  a  water  drawn  from  ca- 
raway feeds,  but  lefs  agreeable. 
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AQUA  ALEXETERIA 

SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLE  ALEXETER1AL 

WATER. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Spearmint  leaves,  frefh,  a  pound 

and  a  half; 
Sea  wormwood  tops,  frefh  ; 
Angelica  leaves,  frefh,  each  one 

pound; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufRcient  to 
prevent  an  empyreuma. 
Praw  oft  by  diftillation  three  gal- 


lons. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Elder  flowers, 

Scordium     leaves ,     each     two 
pounds ; 

Angelica  leaves, 

Balm, 

Spearmint, 

Rue,  each  half  a  pound  ; 

Water,  three  gallons. 
Let  the  water  be  poured  on  the  p- 

ther  ingredients,  frefh  gathered ; 

and  diftil  according  to  art. 

Thefe  waters,  particularly  the 
iirft,  are  fufficientiy  elegant  with 
regard  to  tafte  and  fmell  ;  though 
few  expert  from  them  fuch  virtues 
as  their  title  feems  to  imply.  They 
are  ufed  occasionally  for  vehicles 
of  alexipharmac  medicines,  or  in 
juleps  to  be  drank  after  them,  as 
coinciding  with  the  intention  ;  but 
in  general  are  not  fuppofecl  to  be 
thcmieives  of  any  confiderably  ef- 
ficacy. 

AQUA  SEMINUM  ANETHI. 
DILL  SEED  WATER. 
Load. 
Take  of 

Dill  feeds,  a  pound  and  a  half; 
Water,  as  much  as'  is  fufficient 
to  prevent  an  empyreuma. 
PrawofFby  diftillation  one  gallon. 
This  water,  which  turns  out  pret- 
ty ftrong  of  the  dill  feeds,  is  fome- 


AQUA  ANGELICA. 
ANGELICA  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Angelica  leaves,  frefh,  any  quan- 
tity ; 
Water,  three  times  as  much. 
Diftil  as  long  as  the  liquor  runs  well 
flavoured  of  the  plant. 
This    water   is  among    us  very 
rarely  made  ufe  of.     It  fmells   and 
taftes  confiderably  of  the  angelica, 
but  does  not  prove  fo  agreeable  as 
might  be  expecled. 

AQUA  ARTEMISLE. 
MUGWORT  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Mugwort  leaves,  frefh,  as  much 

as  you  pleafe ; 
Water,  a  lafficient  quantity  ; 
Yeaft,  a  little. 
Let  them  Hand  together  in  a  warm 
place,  till  they  begin  to  ferment; 
and  then  diftil  according  to  art. 
Mugwort  water  has  been  held  by 
many  in  great  efteem  as  an  uterine  ; 
but  the  herb  itfelf  has  little  title  to 
that  clafs,  and   the   diftilled  water 
lefs.     It  is  at  prefent  fcarce  ever 
called  for,  or  kept  in  the  fhops. 

AQUA  CORTICUM 

AURANTIORUM  SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLE  ORANGE  PEEL 

WATER. 

Lend. 

Take  of 

Yellow  peel  of  Seville  oranges* 

dried,  four  ounces  ; 
Water,  as  much  is  fufHcient  to 
prevent  burning. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  water  proves  very  weak  of 
the  orange  peel.     It  is  deigned  for 

adi- 
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a  diluter,  in  fevers,  and  other  dis- 
orders where  the  flomach  and  pa- 
late are  fubjecl:  to  receive  quick  dif- 
guft  ;  in  which  cafes  (as  the  com- 
mittee obferve)  cordial  waters,  efpe- 
cially  if  their  ufe  is  to  be  long  con- 
tinued, ought  to  be  but  lightly  im- 
pregnated with  any  flavour  howe- 
ver agreeable. 

AQUA  CARDUI  BENEDICT!. 

CARDUUS  WATER. 

Edinh. 

This  is  prepared  from  the  leaves  of 

carduus   benedielus,     after     the 

fame   manner  as  the  aqua  arte- 

mijiis. 

This  water  has  been  looked  up- 
on as  a  fudoriiic  and  alexipharmac  ; 
and  in  this  intention  is  Mill  fre- 
quently prefcribed,  by  foreign  phy- 
ficians,  in  juleps  and  draughts. 
Among  us,  it  has  long  beendifufed, 
and  held  entirely  infignificant ;  this 
plant,  however,  opened  by  fermen- 
tation, giving  nothing  valuable  o- 
ver  the  helm.  The  decoclion,  which 
remains  afcer  the  diftillation,  duly 
depurated  and  infpiiTated,  proves  a 
medicine  of  fome  ufe :  it  is  a  mo- 
derately ftrong  bitter,  ilmilar  to  the 
extract  of  carduus  already  fpoken 
of :  in  keeping,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  effential  fait  will  fome- 
times  fhoot  in  it. 

AQUA  CASTOREI. 
CASTOR  WATER. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Ruffia  caftor,  one  ounce  5 
Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Draw  off  two  pints.  I 

Caftor  yields  almoft  all  its  flavour 
in  diftillation  to  water  ;  but  treated 
in  the  fame  manner  with  fpirit  of 
wine,  gives  over  nothing.  The 
fpirit  of  caftor  formerly  kept  in  the 
fhops,  had  none  of  the  fmelt  or 
virtues  of  the   drug;   whilft    the 
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water  here  directed  proves  when 
frefh  drawn  very  ftrong  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  virtues 
of  this  animal  fubftance  refide  in  a 
volatile  oil,  analagous  to  the  effen- 
tial oils  of  vegetables  :  fome  are  re- 
ported to  have  obtained,  in  diftil- 
ling  large  quantities  of  the  drug,  a 
fmail  portion  of  oil,  which  fmelt 
extremely  ftrong  of  the  caftor,  and 
diffufed  its  ungrateful  fcent  to  a 
great  diftance. 

This  water  is  made  ufe  of  in  hy- 
fteric  cafes,  and  fome  nervous  com- 
plaints ;  though  it  has  not  been 
found  to  aniwer  what  many  people 
expedl  from  it :  it  lofes  greatly  of  its 
flavour  in  keeping. 

AQUA   CERASORUM 
NIGRORUM. 
BLACK  CHERRT  WATER.    < 
Edinb. 
Let  any  quantity  of  black  cherries 
be  broiled,  fo  as  that  the  ftones 
may  be  broken  ;  and   then   di- 
ftilled,    according   to   art,    with 
only  a  fmall   proportion  of  wa- 
ter. 

This  is  a  very  grateful  water, 
and  has  long  maintained  a  place  in 
the  mops.  It  has  frequently  been 
employed  by  phyficians  as  a  vehi- 
cle, in  preference  to  the  other  di- 
flilled  waters ;  and  among  nurfes, 
and  others  who  have  the  care  of 
young  children,  has  been  the  nrft 
remedy  againft  the  convuliive  dif- 
orders  to  which  children  are  fo 
often  fubjeft. 

This  water  has  neverthelefs  of 
late  been  brought  into  difrepute, 
and  by  fome  looked  upon  as  poi- 
fonous.  They  obferve,  that  it  re- 
ceives its  flavour  principally  from 
the  cherry  ftones  ;  and  that  thefe 
kernels,  like  many  others,  bear  a 
refemblance  in  tafte  to  the  leaves 
of  the  lauro-eerafus^  which  have 
fome  time  paft  been  discovered  to ' 
yieid>    by  infufion   or   diftillation, 

the 
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the  moft  fudden  poifon  known: 
Some  phyficians  of  Worcefter  have 
lately  found,  by  trial  purpofely 
made,  that  a  diftilled  water  very 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  fla- 
vour of  the  cherry  kernels  (no  more 
than  two  pints  being  diftilled  from 
fourteen  pounds  of  the  cherry  ftones) 
proved  in  like  manner  poifonous  to 
brutes :  the  committee  of  the  Lon- 
don college  repeated  the  fame  ex- 
periment, and  found  the  effeds  a- 
greeable  to  thofe  gentlemens  re- 
port. 

It  by  no  means  follows  from 
thefe  trials,  nor  after  fuch  long  ex- 
perience can  it  be  imagined,  that 
black  cherry  water,  when  no  ftrong- 
er  than  the  fhops  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  prepare  it,  is  unfafe. 
Thefe  kernels,  as  the  committee 
obferve,  plainly  refemble  opium, 
and  fome  other  things,  which  poi- 
fon only  in  too  great  quantity  ; 
the  water  from  the  very  laurel  leaves 
is  harmlefs  when  duly  diluted  ;  and 
even  fpirit  of  wine  proves  a  poifon 
of  a  kind  not  greatly  different,  if 
drank  to  a  certain  degree  of  excefs. 
Nor  can  it  be  concluded  from  the 
trials  with  the  ftrong  black  cherry 
water  on  dogs,  &c.  that  even  this 
will  have  the  fame  effefts  in  the 
liuman  body :  the  kernels  of  many 
forts  of  fruits  being,  in  fubftance, 
poifonous  to  brutes,  though  inno- 
cent to  man. 

It  is  poffible,  however,  that  this 
water  in  any  degree  of  ftrength  may 
not  be  altogether  fafe  in  the  tender 
age  of  infants,  where  the  princi- 
ples of  life  are  but  juft  beginning 
as  it  were  to  move :  'tis  poffible, 
that  it  may  here  have  had  perni- 
cious effecls,  without  being  fuf- 
pe&ed  ;  the  fymptoms  it  wcjuld 
produce,  if  it  fhould  prove  hurt- 
ful, being  fuch"  as  children  are 
often  thrown  into  from  the  difeafe 
which  it  is  imagined  to  relieve. 
On  thefe  confederations,   the  Lon- 


don college  have  chofe  to  lay  it 
afide;  efpcially  as  it  has  been  too 
often  counterfeited  with  a  water 
diftilled  from  bitter  almonds,  which. 
are  known  to  communicate  a  poi- 
fonous quality.1 

AQUA  CINNAMOMI 
SIMPLEX. 
SIMPLE    CINNAMON    WATER. 

Lond. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  one  pound ; 
Water,    as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Diftil  off  a  gallon. 

AQUA  CINNAMOMI  SINE 
VINO. 

CINNAMON  WATER 
WITHOUT  WINE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  one  pound ; 

Water,  a  gallon  and  a  half. 
Steep  them  together  for  two  days'j 

and  then  diftil  off  the  water,  till 

it  ceafes  to  run  milky. 

This  is  a  very  grateful  and  ufefu-1 
water,  poiTeffing  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree the  fragrance  and  aromatic 
cordial  virtues  of  the  fpice.  Great 
care  fhould  be  had,  in  the  choice 
of  the  cinnamon,  to  avoid  the  too 
common  impofition  of  cafia  being 
fubftituted  in  its  room :  this  latter 
yields  a  water  much  lefs  agreeable 
than  that  of  cinnamon,  and  whofe 
flavour  is  manifeftly  empyreumatic. 
'The  two  drugs  may  be  eafily  dr- 
ftinguifhed  from  one  another  by  the 
marks  laid  down  under  the  refpec- 
tive  articles  in  the  firft  part. 

The  virtues  of  all  thefe  waters 
depend  upon  their  containing  a 
portion  of  the  oil  of  the  fubjett. 
The  oil  of  cinnamon  is  extremely 
ponderous,  and  arifes  more  diffi- 
cultly than  that  of  any  of  the  other 
vegetable  matters  from  which  Am- 
ple waters  are  ordered  to  be  drawn. 

This 
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This  obfervation  direfts  us,  in  the 
difullation  of  this  water,  to  make 
tife  of  a  quick  fire,  and  a  low  vef- 
fel.  For  the  fame  reafon,  the  wa- 
ter does  not  keep  fo  well  as  might 
be  wiihed  ;  the  ponderous  oil  part- 
ing from  it  in  time,  and  falling  1:0 
the  bottom,  when  the  liquor  lofes 
its  milky  hue,  its  fragrant  fmelJ, 
and  aromatic  tafte.  Some  recom- 
mend afmall  proportion  of  iugar 
to  be  added,  in  order  to  keep  the 
oil  united  with  the  water. 

AQUA  CHAM^EMELI. 

CHAMEMEL  WATER. 

Ediub. 

This   it   diftilled    from    chamemel 

flowers,    firft  (lightly  fermented, 

after  the  fame  manner  as   the 

aqua  artemifiee. 

Chamemel  flowers  ftand  little  in 
need  of  being  fermented  :  they  give 
over,  without  any  fermentation,  as 
much  as  that  procefs  is  capable  of 
enabling  them  to  do.  In  either 
cafe,  the  fmeli  and  peculiar  flavour 
of  the  flowers  arife,  without  any 
thing  of  the  bitternefs  ;  this  remain- 
ing behind  in  the  decoction  :  which, 
if  duly  depurated  and  inlpiflated, 
yields  an  extract  fimilar  to  that 
prepared  from  the  flowers  in  the 
common  manner.  The  diftilled 
water  has  been  ufed  in  flatulent 
cholics,  and  the  like,  butisatpre- 
fent  held  in  no  great  efteem. 

AQUA  FCENICULI. 

FENNEL  WATER.      , 
Land. 
Take  of 

Sweet  fennel  feeds,  one  pound ; 
Water,  as   much  as   is  iufflcient 
to  prevent  anempyreuma. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Fennel  leaves,  frefh,  any  quan- 
tity ; 
Water,  three  times  as  much, 
1 


Diftil  as  long  as   the  water  runs 

well  flavoured. 

The  firft  of  thefe  waters  is  a 
fu{Rciently  grateful  one,  and  the 
other  is  not  unpleafant :  the  leaves 
ihould  be  taken  before  the  plane 
has  run  into  flower :  for  after  this 
time,  they  are  much  weaker  and 
Iefs  agreeable.  Some  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  upper  leaves  and 
tops,  before  the  flowers  appear, 
yield  a  more  elegant  water,  and  3 
remarkably  finer  efTential  oil,  than 
the  lower  ones  ;  and  that  the  oil 
obtained  from  the  one  fvvims  on 
water,  whilft  that  of  the  other 
iinks.  No  part  of  the  herb,  how- 
ever, is  equal  in  flavour  to  the 
feeds. 

AQUA  HYSSOPI. 

HTSSOP  WATER. 

Edinb. 

This   is  diftilled  from    the     frefh 

leaves  of  hyffop,  after  the  fame 

manner  as  the  water  of  fennel 

leaves. 

Hyflbp  water  has  been  held  by 
fome  in  confiderable  efteem  as  an 
uterine  and  a  pectoral  medicine.  It 
is  directed  in  the  Edinburgh  phar- 
macopoeia, for  making  up  the  black 
bechic  troches.  Few  at  prefent  ex- 
pect any  lingular  virtues  from  it, 
nor  is  it  often  made  ufe  of,  or  met 
with  in  the  (hops. 

AQUA  MELISSA 
BALM.  WATER.  ' 
Edhib. 
This   is  prepared    by  diftilling  the 
green  leaves  of  balm,  as  in  the 
foregoing    procefs ;    and   after- 
wards cohobating  the  diftilled  li- 
quor upon  frefli  quantities  of  the 
herb. 

Boerhaave  has  a  very  high  opi- 
nion of  this  water  :  he  fays,  he  has 
experienced  in  himfelf,  extraordi- 
nary effects  from  it  taken  on  an 
empty  ftomach ;  that  it  has  fcarce 

its 
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its  equal  in  hypochondriacal  and 
hyfterical  cafes,  the  chlorofis,  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  as  often  as 
thefe  difeafes  proceed  from  a  difor- 
der  of  the  fpirits  rather  than  from, 
any  collection  of  morbific  matter. 

For  our.  own  part,  we  have  al- 
ready given  our   opinion  with   re- 
gard to  the  cohobatipn  of  thefe  li- 
quors ;    and    fnall    here  only  ob- 
ferve,    that  whatever  virtues    are 
lodged  in  balm,  they  may  be  much 
more  perfectly  and  advantageoufly 
extracted   by  cold    infulion   in    a- 
queous  or  fpirituous  menflrua  :  in 
this  procefs,  the  liquor  fuffers  no 
injury  from  being  returned  on  f rem 
parcels  of  the  herb ;  a  few  repeti- 
tions will  load  it  with  the  virtues 
of  the  fubjecl,  and  render  it  very 
rich.   (See  chap,  xiii.)  The  impreg- 
nation here   is   almoft   unlimited ; 
but  in  diftilled  waters,  it  is  far  o- 
therwife. 

AQUA  MENTHiE, 
MINT  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Spearmint   leaves,     frefh,     any 

quantity ; 
Water,  three  times  as  much. 
Diftil  as  long   as  the  liquor  which 
comes  over  has  any  tafte  or  fmell 
of  the  mint. 


AQUA  MENTHA  VULGARIS 

SIMPLEX. 
SIMPLE  SPEARMINT  WATER. 

Lo?id. 
Take  of 

Spearmint  leaves,  dried,  a  pound 

and  a  half;  . 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 
prevent  burning. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 

Thefe  waters  fmell  and  tafte  ve- 
ry ftrong  of  the  mint  j  and  prove 
in  many  cafes  an  ufeful  ftomachic. 
Boerhaave  commends  them  (coho- 
bated)  as  a  prefent  and  incompara- 
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ble  remedy,  for  ftrengthening  a 
weak  ftomach,  and  curing  vomit- 
ing proceeding  from  cold  vifcous 
phlegm  ;  as  alfo  inlienteries. 

AQUA  MENTHA 

PIPERITIDIS  SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLE  PEPPER  MINT 

WATER. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Pepper  mint  leaves,  dry,  a  pound 

and  a  half; 
Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
an  empyreuma. 
Draw  ofF  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 
This  is  a  very  elegant  and  ufefuj 
water :    it    has   a  warm,   pungent 
tafte,  exaftly  refembling  that  of  the 
pepper  mint  itfelf.     A  fpoonful  or 
two,  taken   at  a  time,  warm  the 
ftomach,  and  give  great  relief  in 
cold,  flatulent  colics.     Some  have 
fubftituted  a  plain  infufion  of  the 
leaves,  which  is  not  greatly  differ- 
ent from  the  diftilled  water. 

AQUA  PETROSILINI. 

PARSLET  WATER. 
Edinb. 
This  is  diftilled  from  the  frefh  leave;. 
of  parfley,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  aqua  menthee. 
This  water  is  fcarce  ever  called 
for,  or  kept  in  the  fhops.     Parfley 
yields   little  virtue  in  diftillation  ; 
and  the  leaves  are  not  the  part  that 
yield  moll.     The  feeds  give  a  con- 
iiderable  fhare  of  flavour,  which  is 
not  difagreeable. 


AQUA  PIPERIS 

■     JAMAICENSIS. 

WATER  OF  JAMAICA 

PEPPER. 

Lord. 

Take  of 

Jamaica  pepper,  half  a  pound  ; 
Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This 
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This  is  the  only  officinal  prepa- 
ration, in  which  Jamaica  pepper  is 
an  ingredient.  The  diftilled  water 
is  a  very  elegant  one,  and  has  of 
late  come  pretty  much  into  ufe  : 
the  hofpitals  employ  it  as  a  fucce- 
daneum  to  the  more  coftly  fpice 
waters. 

AQUA  PULEGII  SIMPLEX. 
'      SIMPLE  PENNY-ROYAL 
WATER. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Pennyroyal  leaves,  dry,  a  pound 

and  a  half; 
Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 

AQUA  PULEGII   VULGARIS. 

WATER  of  COMMON 

PENNY-ROYAL. 

Edlnb. 

Take  of 

Penny-royal  leaves,    frefh,    any 

quantity  ; 
Water,  three  times  as  much. 
Diftil  as  long  as  the  water  comes 
off  well  flavoured  of  the  herb. 
Thefe  waters  poiTefs,  in  a  con- 
fiderable  degree,  the  fmell,    tafte, 
and   virtues    of  the   penny-royal. 
They  are  frequently  taken  in  hy- 
fteric  cafes,  and  not  without  good 
effects. 

AQUA  ROSARUM 
DAMASCENARUM. 
DAMASK  ROSE  WATER. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Damafk  rofes,  frelh  gathered,  fix 

pounds ; 
Water,    as    much  as  will   keep 

them  from  burning. 
Diftil  off  a  gallon  of  the  water. 
Edinb. 
Take  three  parts  of  water  to  one  of 
the  frefh  rofes :  and  diftil  as  lone 


as  the  water  which  comes  over 
has  any  fmell  of  the  flowers. 
This  water  is  principally  valued 
on  account  of  its  fine  flavour,  which 
approaches  to  that  generally  ad- 
mired in  the  rofe  ifielf.  The  pur- 
gative virtue  of  the  rofes  remains 
entire  in  the  liquor  left  in  the  ftill, 
which  has  therefore  been  generally 
employed  for  making  the  folutive 
honey  and  fyrup,  inflead  of  a  de- 
coction or  infuiion  of  frefh  rofes 
prepared  on  purpofe  :  and  this  piece 
of  frugality  the  college  have  now 
admitted.  A  diftilled  water  of  red 
rofes  has  been  fometimes  called  for 
in  the  fhops ;  and  fupplied  by  that 
of  damafk  rofes,  diluted  with  com- 
mon water  :  this  is  a  very  venial 
fubftitution;  for  the  water  drawn 
from  the  red  rofe  has  no  quality 
which  that  of  the  damafk  does  not 
poflefs  in  a  far  fuperior  degree; 
neither  the  purgative  virtue  of  the 
one,  or  the  aftringency  of  the  o- 
ther,  ariling  in  diftillation. 

AQUA  RUT^E. 
RUE  WATER. 
Edinb; 
This  is  to  be  diftilled  from  the  frefh 
leaves  of  rue,  and  cohobated  on 
frefh  parcels   of  them,  after  the 
fame  manner  as  the  aqua  melijfie. 
Rue  gives  over  in  this  procefs  the 
whole  of  its   fmell,  and  great  part 
of  its  pungency.     The  diftilled  wa- 
ter ftands  recommended  in  epilep- 
tic cafes,  the   hyfleric  paflion,  for 
promoting  perfpiration   and    other 
natural  fecretions. 

AQUA  SABINjE. 
SAFIN  WATER. 
Edinb. 
This  is  diftilled  from  the  frefh  leaves 
of  favin,  after  the  fame  manner 
as  the  aqua  angelica. 
This  water  is  by  fome  held  in 
considerable  efteem   for  the  fame 
B  b  pur- 
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purpofes  as  the  diflilled  oil  of  fa- 
vin.  Boerhaave  relates,  that  he 
has  found  it  (when  prepared  by  co- 
hobation)  to  give  an  almoft  incre- 
dible motion  to  the  vyhole  nervous 
fyftem,  and  prove  eminently  fer- 
viceable  for  promoting  the  exclu- 
fion  of  the  fcetus,  the  menfes,  and 
the  hemorrhoidal  flux. 
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AQUA  SAMBUCJ. 
ELDER  FLOWER  WATER. 

Edinb. 
This  is   diflilled   from    frefh  elder 

flowers,  after  the  fame  manner 

as  the  aqua  angelica'. 

This  water  frnells  confiderably 
of  the  flowers ;  but  is  rarely  madg 
ufe  of. 
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Chapter  XII, 

AQUS    STILLATITI/E  SPIRITUOSyE, 
ec    SPIRIT  US. 

SPIRITUOUS   DISTILLED     WATERS 
and  SPIRITS. 


E  obferved  in  the  preceeding 
chapter,  that  the  flavour 
and  virtues  of  diftilled  waters  are 
owing  to  their  being  impregnated 
with  a  portion  of  the  eifential  oil 
of  the  vegetables  from  which  they 
are  drawn.  Spirit  of  wine  is  the 
proper  menftruum  for  thefe  oils ; 
and  not  only  diflblves  them  when 
previously  fepara  ted  from  the  fubjecr. 
by  the  means  of  art,  but  likewife 
extracls  them  from  the  other  mat- 
ters with  which  they  are  com- 
bined in  the  original  plant. 

Nevertkelefs,  many  fubftances, 
which,  on  being  diftilled  with  wa- 
ter, impart  to  it  their  virtues  in 
great  perfection  ;  if  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
fcarce  give  over  any  perceptible 
fmell  or  tafte.  This  difference 
feems  owing  to  the  different  degrees 
of  volatility  of  fpirit  and  of  water, 
and  the  lightnefs  or  ponderofity  of 
the  oils  themfelves;  many  of  which 
are  too  heavy  to  arife  with  the 
greateft  degree  of  heat  that  fpirit 
of  wine  can  receive,  whilft  they 
readily  give  way  to  one  capable  of 
elevating  the  lefs  volatile  liquor^ 
water. 

Thus  if  cinnamon,  for  inftance, 
be  committed  to  diftillation  with 
a  mixture  of  fpirit  of  wine  and 
water,  or  a  pure  proof  fpirit ;  the 
fpirit  will  arife  firft,  clear,  colour- 
lefs   and   tranfparent,    and  alaioft 


without  any  tafte  of  the  fpice  :  but 
as  foon  as  the  more  ponderous 
watery  fluid  begins  to  arife,  the 
oil  comes  freely  over  with  it,  fo 
as  to  render  the  liquor  highly  odo- 
rous, fapid,  and  of  a  milky  hue. 

The  proof  fpirits  ufually  met 
with  in  the  {hops  are  accompanied 
with  a  degree  of  ill  flavour}  which, 
though  concealed  by  means  of  cer- 
tain additions,  plainly  difcovers  it- 
felfin  diftillation.  This  naufeous 
relifh  does  not  begin  to  arife,  til! 
after  the  purer  fpirituous  part  has 
come  over ;  which  is  the  very 
time,  that  the  virtues  of  the  ingre- 
dients begin,  alfo,  moft  plentifully 
to  diftil :  and  hence  the  liquor  re- 
ceives an  ungrateful  taint.  To 
this  caufe  principally  is  owing  the 
general  complaint,  that  the  cor- 
dials of  the  apothecary  are  left 
agreeable  than  thofe  of  the  fame 
kind  prepared  by  the  diftiller ;  the 
latter  being  extremely  curious  in 
rectifying  or  purifying  the  fpirits 
(when  defigned  for  what  he  calls 
fine  goods)  from  all  ill  flavour. 

SPIRITUS  VINI 

RECTIFICATUS. 

RECTIFIED  SPIRIT  OF  WINE. 

Edinb. 
Take    any    quantity    of     French 
brandy,    and  with  a  very  gentle 
heat  diftil  it  to  one  half. 

B  b  2  This 
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This  rectified  fpirit,  being  digeft- 
ed  for  two  days  with  one  fourth 
its  quantity  of  dry  fait  of  tartar  in 
powder,  and  then   diftilled  in  a 
glafs  cucurbit,  with  a  very  gen- 
tle heat,  becomes  ALCOHOL. 
French  brandy  is  rather  too  dear 
an   article  in  this  country,  for  di- 
ftillation ;  nor  is  the  fpirit  obtained 
from  it  any  ways  preferable  to  one 
procurable   from  cheaper    liquors. 
The    coarfer    inflammable    fpirits 
may  be  rendered    perfectly   pure, 
and  ft  for  the  niceft  purpofes,  by 
the  following  method. 

If  the  fpirit  is  exceedingly  foul, 
mix  it  with  about  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  water,  and  diftil  with  a  flow 
fire;  difcontinuing  the  operation 
as  foon  as  it  begins  to  run  milky, 
and  difcovers,  by  its  naufeous  tafte, 
that  the  impure  and  phlegmatic 
part  is  arifing.  By  this  treatment, 
the  fpirit  leaves  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  its  foul  oily  matter  behind 
it  in  the  water,  which  now  ap- 
pears milky  and  turbid,  and  proves 
highly  difagreeable  in  tafle.  If 
the  fpirit  was  not  very  foul  at  firft, 
this  ablution  is  not  neceffary;  if 
extremely  fo,  'twill  be  needful  to 
repeat  it. 

As  vinous  fpirits  arife  with  a  lefs 
degree  of  fire  than  watery  liquors, 
we  are  hence  direfted  to  employ, 
in  the  diftillation  of  them,  a  heat 
lefs  than  that  in  which  water  boils : 
and  if  due  regard  be  had  to  this 
circumftance,  very  weak  fpirits 
may,  by  one  or  two  wary  diftilla- 
tions,  be  tolerably  well  freed  from 
their  aqueous  phlegm  ;  efpecially 
if  the  diiHlling  vefTels  are  of  fuch  a 
height,  that  the  fpirit,  by  the  heat 
of  a  water  bath,  may  but  juft  pafs 
over  them  :•  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
phlegmatic  vapours,  which  arife 
for  a  little  way  along  with  the  fpi- 
rit, will  condenfe  and  fall  back 
again  before  they  can  come  to  the 
head.     Very  pompous  inllruments 


have  been  contrived  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  carried  in  a  fpiral  or 
Terpentine  form,  to  an  extraordi- 
nary height.  The  fpirit,  amend- 
ing through  thefe,  was  to  leave  all 
the  watery  parts  it  contained,  in 
its  paffa,ge,  and  come  over  perfect- 
ly pure  and  free  from  phelgm.  But 
thefe  inftruments  are  built  upon  er- 
roneous principles,  their  extrava- 
gant height  defeating  the  end  it 
was  defigned  to  anfwer :  if  the  li- 
quor is  made  to  boil,  a  confidera- 
ble quantity  of  mere  phlegm  will 
come  over  along  with  the  fpirit  ; 
and  if  the  heat  is  not  raifed  to  this 
pitch,  neither  phlegm  nor  fpirit 
will  diftil.  The  moil  convenient 
inftrument  is  the  common  ftill,  be- 
twixt the  body  of  which,  and  its 
head,  an  adopter  or  copper  tube 
may  be  fixed. 

The  fpirit  being  wafhed,  as  a- 
bove  directed,  from  its  foul  oil,  and 
freed  from  the  greateft  part  of  the 
phlegm,  by  gentle  diftillation  in  a 
water  bath  ;  add  to  every  gallon  of 
it  a  pound  or  two  of  pure,  dry, 
fixt  alcaline  fait.  Upon  digefting 
thefe  together  for  a  little  time,  the 
alcali,  from  its  known  property  of 
attracting  water  and  oils,  will  im- 
bibe the  remaining  phlegm,  and 
fuch  part  of  the  difagreeable  unc- 
tuous matter  as  may  ftill  be  left 
in  the  fpirit,  and  fink  with  them  to 
the  bottom  of  the  vefTel.  If  the 
fpirit  be  now  again  gently  drawn 
over,  it  will  arife  entirely  free  from 
its  phlegm  and  naufeous  flavour ; 
but  fome  particles  of  the  alcaline 
fait  are  apt  to  be  carried  up  with 
it,  and  give  what  the  workmen  call 
an  urinous  relifh  :  this  may  be  pre- 
vented by  the  addition  of  a  fmall 
proportion  of  any  fixt  acid  liquor, 
or  rather  of  an  acid  fait,  as  vitriol, 
or  alum. 

The  fpirit  obtained  by  this  means 
is  extremely  pure,  limpid,  perfect- 
ly flavourlcfs,  and  fit  for  the  fineft 
purpofes. 
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purpofes.  It  may  be  reduced  to 
the  ftrength  commonly  underftood 
by  proof,  by  mixing  twenty  ounces 
of  it  (by  weight)  with  feventeen 
ounces  of  water.  The  diftilled 
cordials  made  with  thefe  fpirits, 
prove  much  more  elegant  and  a- 
greeable,  than  when  the  common 
recufied,  or  proof  fpirits  of  the 
ihops  are  made  ufe  of. 

If  the  reclined  fpirit  be  diftilled 
afrefh  from  dry  alcaline  fait,  with 
a  quick  fire,  it  brings  over  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  fait,  and 


Spirits, 

in  this  ftate  is  fuppofed  to  be  a 
more  powerful  menftruum  for  cer- 
tain fubftances  than  the  pure  fpirit. 
This     alcalized     fpirit     is     called 

tartarized'spirit  of 

WINE. 

The  general  virtues  of  vinous 
fpirits  have  been  already  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  part  :  the  fpirits 
impregnated  with  the  volatile  oils 
of  vegetables,  to  be  treated  of  in 
this  chapter,  have  joined  to  thofe, 
the  aromatic,  cordial,  or  other  vir- 
tues which  refi.de  in  the  oils. 


SECT.     I. 
DISTILLED    SPIRITS. 


SPIRITUS  RORISMARINI. 

SPIRIT  of  ROSEMARY. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Rofemary  tops,  frefh  gathered, 

a  pound  and  a  half ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon. 
Diftil  in  the  heat  of  a  water  bath, 
till  five  pints  are  come  over. 

AQUA  REGIN^. 

HUNGARY. 
HUNGARY  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Rofemary  flowers,  juft  gathered, 

two  pounds ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  half  a 
gallon. 
Put  them  together,   and   immedi- 
ately diftil  in  a  water  bath. 
This  fpirit  is  very  fragrant,  info- 
much  as  to  be  in  common  ufe  as  a 
perfume.     It  is  difficult  to  make  it 
in  the  requifite  perfection :  the  vi- 
nous   fpirit    fnould    be    extremely 
pure ;  the  rofemary  tops  gathered 
when   the  flowers  are   full  blown 
upon  them,  and  committed  imme- 
diately   to    diftillation,    particular 
care  being  taken  not  to  bruife  or 
prefs  them.     The  beft  method  of 


managing  the  procefs  therefore 
feems  to  be,  to  firft  place  the  fpirit 
in  the  ftill,  and  then  fet  in,  above 
the  liquor,  an  iron  hoop,  with  a 
hair  cloth  ftretched  over  it :  upon 
this  lightly  lay  the  flowers,  and 
apply  a  gentle  heat  juft  fufficient  to 
raife  the  fpirit.  Probably  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  French  Hungary 
water,  to  that  prepared  among  us, 
is  owing  to  fome  fkilful  manage- 
ment of  this  kind,  and  employing 
a  perfectly  pure  fpirit. 

In  the  Wirtemberg  pharmaco- 
poeia, fome  fage  and  ginger  are 
added,  in  the  proportion  of  half  a 
pound  of  the  former,  and  two 
ounces  of  the  latter,  to  four  pounds 
of  the  rofemary. 

SPIRITUS  LAVENDUL^E 

SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLE  SPIRIT  OF 

LAVENDER. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Lavender  flowers,  frefh  gather- 
ed,   a  pound  and  a  half; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon. 
Draw  off,  by  the  heat   of  a  bal- 
neum,  five  pints. 

B  b  3  The 


three 
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Red  faunders,  one  ounce  5 
Englifh  faffron, 
Cochineal,  each  two  drams ; 
To  which,  if  you  would  have  the 
fpirit  perfumed,  add  of 
Ambergris,  a  fcruple ; 
Mufk,  half  a  fcruple. 
The  red  faunders  is  of  no  farther 
ufe  in  thefe  compofitions  than  as  a 
colouring  ingredient.  If  a  yellow 
fpirit  was  liked,  the  yellow  faun- 
ders would  be  an  excellent  article, 
as  it  not  only  communicates  a  fine 
colour,  but  likewife  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  medicinal  virtue.  A  fpi- 
rit diftilled  from  the  flowers  of  la- 
vender and  fage,  in  due  propor- 
tion, and  digefted  in  the  cold  for 
a  little  time  with  fome  cinnamon, 
nutmegs,  and  yellow  faunders, 
proves  a  very  elegant  and  and  grate- 
ful one.  Where  eflential  oils  are 
employed,  as  in  the  fecond  of  the 
above  proceffes,  particular  care 
muft  be  had  in  the  choice  of  them  ; 
for  on  their  goodnefs,  that  of  the 
medicine  depends :  perhaps  fewer 
oils  might  have  ferved  the  purpofe, 
and  thofe  might  have  been  propor- 
tioned more  to  the  advantage  of 
the  preparation :  but  that  could 
not  be  done  without  increafing  the 
price,  a  circumftance  to  be  care- 
fully avoided,  to  prevent  fophifti- 
cation:  it  maybe  made  richer, 
of  the  oil  of  cinnamon  for  inflance, 
in  extemporaneous  prefcription. 
The  compound  fpirit  of  lavender  of 
the  former  London  pharmacopoeia 
is  as  follows : 
Take  of 

Lavender  flowers,  one  gallon  ; 
Sage  flowers, 
Rofemary  flowers, 
Betony  flowers,  each  one  hand- 
ful ; 
Borage  flowers, 
Buglofs  flowers, 
Lilies  of  the  valley, 
Cowflips,  each  two  handfuls  ; 
Balm  leaves, 

fever- 
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1  h=  fame  cautions  are  to  be  ob- 
fcrved  here,  as  in  the  diftillation  of 
the  foregoing  fpirit.  Both  of  them, 
when  made  in  perfedtion,  are  very 
grateful  and  fragrant  :  they  are 
frequently  rubbed  on  the  temples, 
&c.  under  the  notion  of  refrefhing 
and  comforting  the  nerves ;  and 
likewife  taken  internally,  to  the 
quantity  of  a  tea  fpoonful,  as  a 
cordial. 

SPIRITUS  LAVENDULyS 

COMPOSITUS 

COMPOUND  SPIRIT  of 

LAVENDER. 

Lend. 

Take  of 

Simple  fpirit  of  lavender, 

pints  ; 
Spirit  of  rofemary,  one  pint ; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,  each  half  an  ounce ; 
Red  faunders,  three  drams. 
Digeir.   them   together,    and    then 
(train  out  the  fpirit  for  ufe. 
The  digeftion  Ihould  be  perform- 
ed without  heat,  and  not  too  long 
continued  ;    othervvife   the    flavour 
of  the  fpirit  will  be   confiderably 
injured. 

t  t   r 
hamo. 

Take  of  the  diftilled  oils  of 

Lavender,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Rofemary,  an  ounce ; 
Marjoram,  fix  drams  ; 
Lemon  peel,  half  an  ounce; 
Nutmegs,  three  drams; 
Cloves,   two  drams ; 
Cinnamon,  one  dram. 

Gradually  drop  thefe  oils  into  three 
gallons  of  French  brandy,  occa- 
sionally ftirring  them  together. 
One  half  of  this  mixture  is  to  be 
referved  for  making  the  fal  vo- 
latile^ it  is  called  (fee  page  30  7.) 
Dift.il  the  other  half  in  balneo 
maria;  to  two  thirds  ;  and  in  the 
fpirit  which  comes  over,  fufpend 
the  following  ingredients,  tied 
up  in  a  linen  clcth  :  viz.  of 
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Feverfew  leaves, 
Orange  tree  leaves, 
Orange  flowers, 
Staxhas  flowers. 
Bay  berries,  each  orie  ounce; 
French  brandy,   four  gallons. 
Pour  the  brandy  on  the  other  in- 
gredients frefh  gathered,  and  af- 
ter fuitable  digestion,  draw  off"  in 
.   balneo  marine  two  gallons  and  a 
half.     To  this  fpirit  add  the  fol- 
lowing ingredients. 
Citron  peel, 

Yellow  launders,  each  fix  drams  ; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,  , 

Mace, 

Leffer  cardamom  feeds, 
Cubebs,  each  half  an  ounce; 
Aloes  wood,  one  dram. 
Digeft   thefe   together  for   twenty 
four  hours;  then  filter  the  fpirit, 
and  fufpend  in  it  the  following 
ingredients  (where  they  are  judg- 
ed proper)  tied  up  in  a  thin  linen 
cloth  ;  viz.  of 
Mufk, 
Ambergris^ 

Saffron,  each  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Red  rofes  dried, 
Red  faunders,  each  half  an  ounce. 
All  thefe  fpirits  are  grateful  re- 
viving cordials  :  the   firft,    though 
considerably  the  molt  fimple,  is  not 
inferior  in  elegancy  to  either  of  the 
others.      This  medicine  has  long 
been  held  in  great  efteem,  under  the 
name  of  PALSY  DROPS,   in  all 
kinds  of  languors,  weaknefs  of  the 
nerves,  and  decays  of  age.    It  may 
be  conveniently  taken  upon  fugar, 
from  ten  to  eighty,   or  an  hundred 
drops. 

SPIRITUS  et  EXTRACTUM 

CROCI. 

SPIRIT  and  EXTRACT  of 

SAFFRON. 

Take  of 

Saffron,  four  ounces  j 


Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  fixpintsr 
Digeit  the  faffron  with  four  pints  of 
the  fpirit,  in  a  gentle  warmth, 
for  two  or  three  days ;  then  pour 
off  the  tincture,  add  the  remain- 
der of  the  fpirit,  and  diltil  as  be- 
fore.    Mix  both    tinctures  toge- 
ther, and  digeft  in  balneo  maria;* 
until  the  refiduum  appears  of  the 
confiitence  of  oil. 
The  diftilled  fpirit  Hands  recom- 
mended, in  the   former  editions  of 
this  work,  as    one   of  the  greateft 
cordials  which   medicine  can  pro- 
duce ;   and   is  faid  to  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  at  the  fame  time  a 
noble  alexipharmac,  and  difpofing 
the  patient  to  fweat  if  duly  encou- 
raged ;  an  effect  which  few  of  the 
other  cordial  fpirits  produce.      It 
may  be  taken  from  a  dram  to  an 
ounce,   or  more,  for  a  dole,  in  any 
proper  vehicle. 

The  extract,  or  thick  oily  liquid 
remaining  after  the  diftillation  of 
the  fpirit,  is  greatly  commended  by 
Boerhaave  in  the  fame  intentions : 
he  fays,  it  pofTefTes  fuch  exhilirat- 
ing  virtues,  that  if  ufed  a  little  toe* 
freely,  it  occaflons  an  almoft  per- 
petual and  indecent  laughing  ;  that 
it  tinges  the  urine  of  a  red  colour, 
that  it  mingles  with  water,  fpirit, 
and  oil,  but  is  moft  conveniently- 
taken  in  canary >  or  other  rich 
wines. 

Both  medicines  are  undoubtedly 
ferviceable  cordials,  particularly 
the  extract,  which  is  vaftly  ftronger 
of  the  virtues  of  the  faffron,  than 
the  diftilled  fpirit.  The  faffron  re- 
maining after  the  operation  ftill  re- 
tains fome  of  its  virtue,  and  may 
be  employed,  for  extracting  a  frefh. 
tincture  from,  for  inferior  purpo- 
fes.  If  digested  in  a  frefh  quantity 
of  fpirit  of  wine,  it  will  be  to- 
tally deprived  of  its  colour,  &c. 
and  reduced  into  infipid;  white  fi- 
laaments. 

B  b  4  AOJJA 
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To  this  add,  of 

Rofe  water,  one  pint ; 

Orange    flower  water,     half   a 
pint. 

Thefe  compositions  are  defigned 
rather  as  perfumes  than  as  medi- 
cines ;  though  for  fuch  as  can  bear 
their  fragrance,  they  might  be  ufed 
to  advantage  in  this  laft  intention. 
The  mufk  and  ambergris  do  not 
communicate  fo  much  of  their  fmell 
as  might  be  expe&ed ;  and  ferve 
chiefly  to  heighten  the  flavour  of 
the  other  ingredients ;  which  thefe 
perfumes  excellently  do,  when  em- 
ployed in  very  fmall  proportion,  to 
all  the  odoriferous  fimples,  with- 
out imparting  any  thing  perceptible 
of  their  own.  Both  the  foregoing 
fpirits  are  very  agreeable  ;  a  few 
drops  of  either  give  a  fine  flavour 
to  a  large  quantity  of  other  liquor. 
Mr.  Wilfon,  from  whom  the  firfl 
is  taken  [Pratt.  Cbem.  page  354) 
tells  us,  that  he  often  made  it  for 
terwards  put  all  together,  in  a  king  James  II,  and  that  it  gives 
large  matras  j  fluke   them  well,     one  of  the  moil:  pleafant  fcents  that 

can  be  fmelt  to.  The  other  is  a 
reform  of  it,  made  by  the  com? 
mentator. 
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AQUA  ODORIFERA. 
An  ODORIFEROUS  SPIRIT, 
called  SWEET  HONEY  WATER. 
Take  of 
Honey, 

Coriander  feeds,  each  one  pound ; 
Cloves,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Nutmegs, 
Benzoine, 

Storax,  each  an  ounce  ; 
Venelloes,  in  number  four ; 
Yellow  rind  of  three  lemons ; 
French  brandy,  one  gallon, 
pigeft  thefe    ingredients    together 
for  forty  eight  hours ;  and  then 
dift.il  off  the  fpirit  in  balneo  ma- 
ris,    To  one  gallon  of  this  fpi- 
rit, vadd 

Orange  flower  water, 
Rofe  water,  of  each  one  pound 

and  a  half; 
Ambergris, 

Mufk,  of  each  five  grains. 
Firfl  grind  the  mufk  and  ambergris, 
with  feme  of  the  water,  and  afi- 


and  let  them  circulate  for  three 
days  and  nights  in  a  gentle  heat ; 
then  fufFer  them  to  cool,  filter 
the  liquor,  and  keep  it  clofe  flopt 
up  for  ufe. 

Another. 

Take  of 

Coriander  feeds,  one  pound; 

Lemon  peel,  frefh, 

Nutmegs,  each  four  ounces ; 

Ambergris, 

Mufk,  each  five  grains ; 

Bruife  the  nutmegs  and  coriander 
feeds,  and  put  them,  with  the 
lemon  peel  and  the  fpirit,  into  a 
fmall  frill  placed  in  balneo  Cla- 
ris :  tie  a  thin  cloth  over  the 
mouth-,  and  fprinkle  thereon  the 
ambergris  and  mufk,  reduced  in- 
to fine  powder :  lute  on  the 
head,  let  the  whole  fland  in  di- 
geflion  for  twelve  hours,  and 
then  diftill  as  much  as  a  boiling 
heat  of  the  bath  can  force  over. 


SPIRITUS  COCHLEARLE. 
SPIRIT  of  SOJRVYGRASS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Scurvygrafs,  ten  pounds ; 

Rectified   fpirit     of    wine,    five 
pints. 
Let  the  herb,  frefh  gathered  and 

bruifed,  be  ileeped  in  the  fpirit 

for   twelve    hours ;    then,    with 

the  heat   of  a  water  bath,  diflil 

off  five  pints. 

This  fpirit  is  very  flrong  of  the 
fcurvygrafs,  and  may  be  given  in 
thofe  cafes  where  the  ufe  of  this 
herb  is  proper,  from  twenty  to  an 
hundred  drops.  The  virtues  of  fcur- 
vygrafs refide  in  a  very  fubtile, 
volatile  oil,  which  arifes  in  diftilla- 
tion  both  with  water  and  pure  fpi- 
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rit,  and  if  the  liquors  are  expofed 
to  the  air,  foon  exhales  from  both. 
The  fpirit,  newly  diftilled,  is  ex- 
tremely pungent,  but  if  long  kept, 
even  in  clofe  vefiels,  becomes  re- 
markably lefs  fo. 

The  makers  of  this  fpirit  have 
frequently  added  to  the  fcurvygrafs 
a  quantity  of  horfe  radifh  root,  and 
fometimes  fubftituted  to  it  one 
drawn  entirely  from  the  horfe  ra- 
difh;  the  flavour  of  thefe  two 
fimples  being  fo  much  alike,  that 
their  diftilled  fpirits  are  fcarce  di- 
fHnguifhable  from  one  another. 
Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  tho' 
arum  and  dracunculus  are  ufually 
ranked  in  the  fame  clafs  with  the 
two  foregoing  vegetables,  and  look- 
ed upon  as  fimilar  to  them :  this 
procefs  difcovers  a  remarkable  dif- 
ference :  whilft  the  former  yield 
all  their  pungency  in  diftillation 
both  to  water  and  fpirit,  the  latter 
give  over  nothing  to  either,  and 
yet  their  virtues  are  deftroyed  in  the 
operation. 

SPIRITUS  COCHLEARES 

AUREUS. 

GOLDEN,  or  PURGING 

SPIRIT  of  SCURfTGRJSS. 

Take  of 

Spirit  of  fcurvygrafs,  one pound; 
Gamboge,  one  ounce. 
DiiTolve  the  gamboge  in  the  fpirit, 
and  if  any  fediment  falls  to  the 
bottom,  carefully  decant  the  tin- 
ged liquor  from  it. 
This  fpirit  is  otherwife  made  with 
fcammony,  or  refin  of  jalap,  in- 
flead  of  gamboge. 
This  has    been  in  great  efteem 
among   the    common  people,  and 
ftrongly  recommended  by  the  vend- 
ers, in  all  kinds   of  fcorbutic  dif- 
orders.     It  is  neverthelefs   a  very 
indifferent  medicine,  and  little  de- 
fences the  pompous  title  given  it. 
It  may  be  taken  from   twenty  to 
fixty  drops,  either  upon  fugar,  or 
mixed  with  fyrup. 


AQUA  ANHALTINA. 
ANHALT  WATER. 
Take  of 

Turpentine,  fix  ounces ; 
Olibanum,  one  ounce ; 
Aloes  wood,   three  ounces  ; 
Cloves, 
Cinnamon, 
Cubebs, 

Rofemary  flowers, 
Galangal, 
Maftich, 

Nutmegs,  each  fix  drams ; 
Saffron,  two  drams  and  a  half; 
Bay  berries, 

Fennel  feeds,  each  half  an  ounce ; 
Spirit  of  wine,  five  pints. 
Pulverize   thofe  ingredients  which 
require   fuch  treatment,  and  di- 
geft  the  whole  with  the  fpirit  for 
fix  days ;  then  diftil  with  an  ex- 
ceeding gentle  heat,    in  balneo 
maria? :    the  liquor  which   runs 
clear,  is  to  be  feparated  from  the 
turbid,  and  kept  by  itfelf. 
Where   the  addition   of  mufk  is 
required,    fifteen  grains   thereof 
are  to  be  tied  in  a  bag,  and  fuf- 
pended  in  the  head  of  the  ftill. 
We  have  inferted  this  compofi- 
tion  from  the  Brandenburgh  phar- 
macopoeia, on  account  of  its  being 
he!d,    in    fome    places,    in    great 
efteem.     It  is  rubbed  on  weak  or 
paralytic  limbs,   againft    catarrhs, 
old  pains  and  aches,  &c.    and  like- 
wife  given   internally,  in  dofes  of 
half  an   ounce,    for  ftrengthening 
the  ftomach,  difcufiing  flatulencies, 
relieving   colicky  pains,  and  pro- 
moting the  uterine  purgations,  it  is 
very  unpleafant  to  the  palate  ;  the 
aromatics,    though  fufficiently  nu- 
merous, and  in  confiderable  quan- 
tity, not  giving   over  near  enough 
to  cover  the  ftrong  flavour   of  the 
turpentine  :  there  are  not  many  of 
them,  indeed,  that  give  over  any- 
thing at  all. 

SECT. 
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SECT.    II. 
DISTILLED  SPIRITUOUS  WATERS. 


BY  diftilled fpirits  are  under- 
stood fuch  as  are  drawn  with  a  fpi- 
rit that  has  been  previoufly  refill- 
ed, or  which  is  reduced  nearly  to 
this  ftrength  in  the  operation :  by 
fpirituons  waters,  thofe  in  which 
the  fpirit  is  only  of  the  proof 
ftrength,  Or  contains  an  admixture 
of  about  an  equal  nieafure  of  wa- 
ter. Thefe  lafl  have  been  ufually 
called  compound  waters,  even  when 
diftilled  from  one  ingredient  only  ; 
as  thofe  on  the  other  hand,  which 


are  drawn  by  common  water,  tho* 
from  a  number  of  ingredients,  are 
named  fimple  ;  the  title  Jimpjexi 
here,  relating  not  to  fimplicity  in 
refpecl  of  eompofition,  but  to  the 
vehicle  being  plain  water.  The 
Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia  denomi- 
nates thofe  waters  fimple  which  are 
drawn  from  a  fingle  ingredient, 
whether  the  vehicle  be  common 
water,  or  fpirituous  water,  and  all 
thofe  compound,  which  are  diftill- 
ed from  more  than  one. 


General  rules  for  the  dijlillation  of  fpirituous  waters^  from 
the  Edinburgh  ■pharmacopoeia. 


The  plants  and  their  parts  ought  to 
be  moderately  and  newly  dried, 
except  fuch  as  are  ordered  frefh 
gathered. 

II. 
After  the  ingredients  have  been 
fteep'd  in  the  fpirit  for  the  time 
prefcribed,  add  as  much  water 
as  will  be  fufhcient  to  prevent  an 
empyreuma. 

III. 
The  liquor  which  comes  over  firft 
•    in  the  diftillation,    is    by  fome 
kept  by  itfelf,    under  the  title  of 
fpirit ;     and  the  other  runnings, 
which  prove  milky,    fined  down 
by  art.     Eutit  is  better  to  mix  all 
the   runnings  together,    without 
fining  them,  that  the  waters  may 
poffefs  the  virtues   of  the  plant 
entire  ;  which  is  a  circumftance 
to   be   more  regarded  than  their 
finenefs  or  fightlinefs. 
If  the  diftillation  is  fkil  fully  ma- 
naged, the  heat  equable,    and  all 


along  gentle,  and  no  more  drawn 
oif  than  the  quantity  directed, 
moft  of  the  waters ,  will  appear 
fufiiciently  bright  and  fine  :  fome 
of  them  which  look  turbid  juft 
after  they  are  drawn,  will,  on 
Handing  for  a  few  days,  become 
clear  and  tranfparent.  The  prac- 
tice here  forbid,  of  faving  fome  of 
the  firft  runnings  apart,  is  certainly 
very  injurious  to  the  eompofition  ; 
the  water  being  not  only  robbed  by 
it  of  fome  of  the  more  volatile 
parts  of  the  ingredients,  but  like- 
wife  rendered  permanently  milky, 
as.  wanting  the  fpirit  which,  by 
diifolving  the  oil  of  the  ingredients 
that  gives  this  appearance,  would 
make  the  liquor  tranfparent.  Nor 
is  the  method  of  fining  the  tur- 
bid waters  by  alum,  &c.  lefs  cul- 
pable ;  for  thefe  additions  produce 
their  efFecls  only  by  feparafing 
from  the  liquor  what  it  had  be- 
fore gained  from  the  ingredients. 

AQUA 
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AQUA  ABSINTHII 
COMPOS  IT  A. 

COMPOUND  WORMPFOOD 
WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Orange  peel,  frefh, 

Cinnamon,  each  four  ounces ; 
■  Roman  wormwood,  half  a  pound; 

Mint,  three  ounces ; 

LefTer  cardamoms, 

Mace,  each  one  ounce  ; 

French  brandy,  two  gallons. 
Having  bruifed  the  feeds  andfpices, 

and   cut   the   other  ingredients, 

pour  on  them  the  brandy,  and 

after  fteeping  them  together  for 

the  fpace  of  four  days,  diftill  off 

two  gallons. 

This  water  has  been  frequently 
prefcribed  as  a  ftomachic,  along 
with  bitter  infufions  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  it  is  the  leaft  unfit,  (as  be- 
ing the  moft  elegant  and  leaft  un- 
pleafant)  of  all  the  wormwood  wa- 
ters that  the  fhops  have  been  ufu- 
ally  furnilhed  with.  It  is  never- 
thelefs  too  ungrateful  an  addition  to 
the  fine  bitters  of  our  new  pharma- 
copoeia ;  and  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
contribute  any  thing  to  their  vir- 
tue, which  more  agreeable  ipiri- 
tuous  waters  would  not  equally  do. 
Seme  have  expedled  wormwood 
water  to  be  itfelf  a  bitter;  but  on- 
ly the  fmell  and  flavour  of  the 
vvormpood  arifes  in  this  procefs, 
thofe  parts  in  which  its  bitternefs 
refides  remaining  behind  in  the 
Hill. 

In  former  editions  of  the  LonT 
don  pharmacopoeia  there  were  two 
wormwood  waters,  which  in  fome 
fhops  are  ftill  retained,  and  occa- 
fionally  called  for.  In  the  edition 
preceding  the  prefent,  they  are  di- 
rected as  follows : 

AQUA  ABSINTHII  MINUS 
COMPOSITA. 
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WORMWOOD  WATER  LESS 
COMPOUNDED. 
Take  of 

Common  wormwood  leaves,  dri- 
ed two  pounds ; 
LefTer     cardamom    feeds,     two 

ounces ; 
Coriander  feeds,  half  a  pound ; 
French  brandy,  four  gallons. 
Let  them  fteep  together  for  fome 
time,    and    then  diftil  off  four 
gallons. 

AQUA  ABSINTHII  MAGIS 

COMPOSITA. 

WORMWOOD  WATER  MORE 

COMPOUNDED. 

Take  of 

Sea  wormwood, 

Common  wormwood,  each,  dried, 

one  pound ; 
Sage, 
Mint, 

Balm,  each  dried,  two  handfuls  j 
Galangal, 
Ginger, 

Calamus  aromaticus, 
Elecampane  roots, 
Sweet  fennel  feeds, 
Coriander    feeds,      each     three 

drams ; 
Cinnamon, 
Cloves, 

Nutmegs,  each  two  drams; 
LefTer  cardamom  feeds, 
Cubebs,  each  one  dram  ; 
French  brandy,  twelve  pints. 

Having  cut  or  bruifed  the  ingre- 
dients, which  require  that  treat- 
ment, fteep  them  for  fome  time 
in  the  brandy,  and  afterwards 
draw  off  by  diftillation  twelve 
pints. 

AQUA  ALEXETERIA 
SPIRITUOSA. 

SPIRITUOUS  ALEXETEPJAL 
WATER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Spear- 
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Spearmint  leaves,   frefh,  half  a 

pound ; 
Angelica  leaves,   frefh, 
Sea  wormwood  tops,  frefh,   each 

four  ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 
Water  as  much  as  will  prevent 

burning. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 
This  is  a  tolerably  pleafant  wa- 
ter :  it  is  looked  upon  as  as  alexi- 
pharmac  and  ftomachic,  and  in 
thefe  intentions  is  not  unfrequently 
made  ufe  of  in  juleps,  Sec. 

AQUA  ALEXETERIA 
SPIRITUOSA  cum  ACETO. 
SPIRITUOUS  ALEXETERIAL 
WATER  with  VINEGAR. 
Lend. 
Take  of 
Spearmint  leaves, 
Angelica    leaves,     each  half  a 

pound ; 
Sea  wormwood  tops,  four  ounces  ,• 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 

prevent  burning ; 
Vinegar,  one  pint. 
Diflil  the  frefh  herbs  with  the  fpi- 
rit and  water,   drawing  off  one 
gallon ;  and  add  to  this  the  vi- 
negar. 

Angelica,  after  trial  of  fundry 
other  materials,  has  been  found  the 
mofi  effectually  to  remove  the  dif- 
agreeable  flavour  which  the  vine- 
gar  would  otherwife  communicate  ; 
and  therefore  this  plant  is  ordered 
in  a  larger  proportion  here  than  in 
the  other  alexeterial  waters.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  more  eligible  to 
add  the  vinegar  occafionally ;  for 
when  mixed  with  the  liquor  at  firft, 
it  is  apt  to  throw  down,  upon  keep- 
ing, fome  of  the  more  valuable 
parts  which  the  water  received 
from  the  herbs. 

This  water  is  given  in  the  room 
of  the  AQUA  THERIACALIS  or 


treacle  kvater,    which  in  the  Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia    is   thus    di- 
rected. 
Take  of 
Butterbur, 
Angelica, 
Mafterwort,   roots,    each  half  a 

pound : 
Zedoary,  four  ounces  -t 
Scordium  leaves, 
Rue  leaves,  each  fix  ounces ; 
Theriaca,  one  pound ; 
French  brandy,  three  gallons ; 
Diftilled  vinegar,  half  a  gallon. 
Let  the  roots,  leaves  and  theriaca 
be  fteeped  in  the  fpirit  for  four 
days ;  then  diflil  off  two  gallons 
and  a  half ;  to  which  add  the  di- 
ftilled vinegar. 

This  water  is  ordered  not  to  be 
drawn  fo  low  as  the  other  diftilled 
waters,  and  with  great  judgment; 
for  the  addition  of  the  vinegar  con- 
siderably weakens  it,  and  if  drawn 
low,  renders  it  very  unfightly.  It 
is  left  to  the  choice  of  the  opera- 
tor, to  employ  either  Androma- 
chus's  or  the  Edinburgh  treacle ; 
the  latter  is  the  belt  of  the  two, 
but  neither  of  them  are  proper 
fubjefts  for  diflillation  ;  for  befides 
that  three  parts  in  four  are  honey, 
which  yields  nothing,  they  contain 
feveral  other  ingredients  that  afford 
as  little. 

The    AQUA    THERIACALIS 
of  the  former  London  pharmaco- 
poeia is  as  follows : 
Take  of 

Juice  of  green  walnuts,  four  pints  j 
Rue,  three  pints ; 
Carduus, 

Balm,  each  three  pints ; 
Butter  bur  roots,  frefh,  a  pound 

and  a  half; 
Burdock  roots,  frefh,  one  pound  ; 
.Angelica  roots, 
Maiterwort    roots,    frefh,     each 

half  a  pound  ; 
Scordium,  frelh,  four  handfuls ; 
Venice 
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Venice  treacle  and 

Mithridate,   kept  for  fome  time, 

each  eight  ounces ; 
Lemon  juice,  two  pints; 
French  brandy,   a  gallon  and  a 
.     half. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  three  gal- 
lons and  a  half,  then  add  half  a 
gallon  of  diftilled  vinegar. 

The  predominant  flavour  of  this 
water  is  from  the  rue  and  angelica  ; 
the  reft  contribute  only  enough  to 
render  the  whole  more  offenfive. 
What  qualities  it  can  receive  from 
the  numerous  ingredients  of  the 
imagined  all-powerful  theriaca,  may 
be  eftimated  by  this,  that  the  whole 
fpecies  of  that  eledlary  employed 
in  half  an  ounce  of  the  water,  its 
ufual  dofe,  amounts  not  to  a  Angle 
grain  :  the  mithridate,  with  which 
our  pharmacopceia  by  the  advice  of 
Sir  Theodore  Mayerne  had  the  ho- 
nour of  enriching  the  composition, 
being  alfo  juft  of  the  fame  impor- 
tance in  it.  In  fhort,  if  any  corn- 
pofition in  the  (hops  partakes  of  an- 
cient fuperftition,  it  is  this. 

The  three  foregoing  compofi- 
tions  are  the  only  diftilled  waters 
in  which  the  heat  of  the  fpirit.  is 
tempered  by  the  addition  of  vine- 
gar, an  ingredient  which  renders 
them  ferviceable  in  many  cafes 
where  fpirituous  liquors  alone  would 
be  improper.  The  treacle  water 
has  long  been  held  in  great  efteem 
as  a  fudorific  and  alexipharmac; 
and  that  which  the  London  college 
have  now  directed  in  the  room  of 
it,  though  far  more  fimple  and  ele- 
gant, is  not  inferior  in  efficacy. 

AQUA  SEMINUM  ANISI 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  ANISEED 

WATER. 

Lend. 

Take  of 

Anifeeds, 
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half  a 


Angelica    feeds,     each 
pound ; 

Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 

Water,    as  much  as  is  fufficient 
to  prevent  burning. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  anifeed 
water,  the  angelica  feeds  greatly 
improving  the  flavour  of  the  anife  : 
it  is  apt  to  turn  out  milky,  if  drawn 
fo  low  as  here  ordered. 

AQUA  CORTICUM    AURAN- 

TIORUM  SPIRITUOSA. 

SPIRITUOUS  ORANGE  PEEL 

V/ATER. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Outer  rind  of  Seville  orange  peel, 

dried,  half  a  pound ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon ; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 
prevent  an  empyreuma. 
Diftiloff  one  gallon. 

This  is  confiderably  ftronger  of 
the  orange  peel  than  the  Ample 
water.  It  is  ufed  as  a  cordial,  fto- 
machic  and  carminative. 

AQUA  ERYONLE 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  BRTONT  WATER. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Bryony  roots,  one  pound ;. 
Wild  valerian  root,  four  ounces; 
Pennyroyal, 

Rue,  each  half  a  pound  ; 
.    Mugwort  leaves, 
Feverfew  flowers, 
Savin  tops,  each  one  ounce ;. 
Orange  peel,  frefh, 
Lovage  feed,  each  two  ounces  ; 
French  brandy,  two  gallons  and 
a  half. 
Having  cut  or  bruifed  thofe  ingre- 
dients which  require  fuch  treat- 
ment, deep  them  in  the  brandy 
four  days  :  then  draw  off  by  di- 
ftillation two  gallons  and  a  half 
of  liquor. 

B  b  7  This 
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This  compofition  is  defigned  for 
an  antihyfteric,  and  too  frequently 
perhaps  employed  as  fuch.     Many, 
by  the  ufe  of  this  and  other  like 
waters,  under  the  notion  of  medi- 
cines, have  been  betrayed  into  the 
pernicious  habit  of  drinking  drams : 
whereas,     however    fpirituous     li- 
quors may  give  a  temporary  relief 
to  the  languors   of  hyfterical  and 
hypochondriacal  perfons,  none  fuf- 
fer  fo  foon  the  ill  effects  attending 
the  conftant  ufe   of  them.      The 
unpleafant  flavour    of    this  water 
renders  it  exceptionable  alfo  as  a 
vehicle  of  other  antihyfteric  medi- 
cines, which  in  general  are  of  them- 
felves    fufficientiy     ungrateful  :     a 
fmall  augmentation  in  the  dofe  of 
the  medicines   themfelves    (as   the 
London  committee  obferve)  would 
abundantly   compenfate  any  aflift- 
ance  to  be  expected  from  this  wa- 
ter, and  leave  room  for  the  ufe  of 
a  more  agreeable  vehicle. 

AQUA  SEMINUM 

CARDAMOMI. 

CARDAMOM  SEED  WATER. 

land. 

Take  of 

Letter    cardamom    feeds,    freed 

from  the  hufks,  four  ounces  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufhcient 
to  prevent  burning. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  water  is  a  grateful  cordial 
and  carminative,  the  cardamom 
feeds  giving  over  in  this  procefs 
the  whole  of  their  flavour.  It  is 
not  perhaps  very  neceflary  to  be 
at  the  trouble  of  feparating  the 
hades,  for  thefe  communicate  no- 
thing difagreeable  :  If  employed 
unhufked,  a  proportionably  larger 
quantity  of  them  muft  be  taken. 

AQUA  SEMINUM  CARLT. 

CARAWAY -WATER.. 

Loud. 


Take  of 

Caraway  feeds,  half  a  pound  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon  ; 

Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning.  v" 

Diftil  off  one  gallon. 

This  is  a  cordial  in  common 
ufe :  it  contains  the  flavour  of  the 
caraway  feeds  in  perfection. 

AQUA  CINNAMOMI 

SPIRITUOSA. 

SPIRITUOUS  CINNAMON 

WATER. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Cinnamon,  a  pound; 
Proof  fpirit,  a  gallon  ; 
Water,  fo  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 

AQUA   CINNAMOMI  CUM 
VINO. 

CINNAMON  WATER  WITH 
WINE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  one  pound  ; 

French  brandy,  one  gallon  ; 
Let  them    fteep   together  for   two 

days,    and    then    diftil   off  one 

gallon. 
•  This  is  a  very  agreeable  and 
ufeful  cordial  water,  but  not  fo 
ftrong  of  the  cinnamon  as  might 
be  expected ;  for  very  little  of  the 
virtues  of  the  fpice  arife  till  after 
the  pure  fpirituous  part  has  diftil- 
led.  Hence  in  the  former  editions 
of  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  the 
diftillation  was  ordered  to  be  pro- 
tracted till  two  pints  more,  than 
here  directed,  were  come  over.  By 
this  means,  the  whole  virtue  of  the 
cinnamon  was  more  frugally  than 
judiciouily  obtained  ;  for  the  dil- 
agreeable  flavour  of  the  feints  of 
proof  fpirit:.,  and  the  acidulous  li- 
quor arinng  from  cinnamon  as  well 
as  all  other  vegetables  when  their 

diftil- 
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diftillation  is  long  continued,  gave 
an  ill  relifii  to  the  whole ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  oil  which  was 
extracted  from  the  fpice,  was  by 
this  acid  thrown  down. 

The  author  of  the  pharmacopoeia 
reformata  propofes  making  this  wa- 
ter by  mixing  the  aqua  cinnamomi 
Jimplex  with  fomewhat  lefs  than  an 
equal  quantity  of  rectified  fpirit:  on 
making  them  together,  the  liquor 
lofes  its  milky  hue,  foon  becomes 
clear,  and  more  elegant  than  the 
water  diftilled  as  above :  it  is  e- 
qually  ftrong  of  the  cinnamon,  and 
free  from  the  naufeous  taint  which 
the  common  proof  fpirits  are  im- 
pregnated with. 


AQUA  EPIDEMIA. 

PLAGUE  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Mafterwort  roots, 

Butter  -  bur     roots,     each    four 

ounces  ; 
Virginian  fnakeroot, 
Zedoary,  each  two  ounces; 
Angelica  feeds, 

Bay  berries,  each  three  ounces ; 
Scordium  leaves,  fix  ounces; 
French  brandy,  two  gallons. 
Pour  the  brandy  on  the  other  in- 
gredients firft  cut  or  bruifed  ;  di- 
geft   for   four   days  ;    and    then 
draw  off  by  diftillation  two  gal- 
lons. 

This  water  is  not  a  little  unplea- 
fant,  though  it  fcarce  has  any  ad- 
vantages to  conterbalance  that  in- 
convenience. The  alexipharmac 
virtues  formerly  attributed  to  it, 
and  implied  in  its  title,  are  not  now 
expedled  from  it.  It  loft  at  the 
late  revifal,  almoft  as  many  ingre- 
dients as  are  now  retained  in  it, 
though  fome  of  thofe  which  are 
ftill  left,  might  be  difpenfed  with. 

AQUA  JUNIPERI 
COMPOS  IT  A. 
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COMPOUND  JUNIPER 
WATER. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Juniper  berries,  one  pound  ; 

Sweet  fennel  feeds, 

Caraway  feeds,    each  an  ounce 
and  a  half ; 

Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon ; 

Water,  as  much  as  is  fuffkient  to 
prevent  burning. 
Diftil  ofFone  gallon. 

This  water,  mixed  with  about 
an  equal  quantity  of  the  rob  of  ju- 
niper berries,  proves  an  ufeful  me- 
dicine in  catarrhs,  debility  of  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines,  and  difficul- 
ty of  urine.  The  water  by  itfelf  is 
a  good  cordial  and  carminative : 
the  fervice,  which  this  and  other 
fpirituous  waters  do  in  thefe  inten- 
tions, is  too  commonly  known; 
though  the  ill  confequences  that 
follow  their  conftant  ufe,  are  too 
little  regarded. 

AQUA  MENTHA  PIPERITI- 

DIS  SPIRITUOSA. 

SPIRITUOUS  PEPPER  MINT 

WATER. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Pepper  mint  leaves,  dry,  a  pound 

and  a  half : 
Proof  fpirit,  a  gallon ; 
Water,  as  much  as  is  fufficient 
to  prevent  an  empyreurna. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 
This  water  is  made  ufe  of  in  fla- 
tulent colics   and  other  like  difor- 
ders ;  in  which  it  oftentimes  gives 
immediate  relief.     It  is  not  near  fo 
ftrong  of  the  pepper  mint  as  the 
fimple    water,    though    the    fame 
quantity  of  the  herb  is  employed 
in  both. 

AQUA  MENTHA  VULGARIS 
SPIRITUOSA. 

SPIRITUOUS  SPEARMINT 

WATER. 

Lend. 
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Take  of 

Spearmint  leaves,  dry,   a  pound 
and  a  half; 

Proof  fpirit,  a  gallon  ; 

Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
lDift.il  off  one  gallon. 

This  water  alfo  is  confiderably 
weaker  of  the  mint  than  the  fimple 
water  :  Neverthelefs,  if  the  fpirit 
be  good,  the  medicine  turns  out  a 
very  elegant  one,  and  preferable, 
in  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  retch- 
ing to  vomit,  and  the  like,  to  ma- 
ny more  elaborate  preparations. 
Where  the  diforder  is  not  accom- 
panied with  heat  or  inflammation, 
half  an  ounce  of  this  water  rarely 
fails  of  giving  relief. 

AQUA  MIRABILIS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  two  ounces ; 
Lemon  peel,  one  ounce ; 
Angelica  feeds, 
Leffer  cardamom  feeds, 
Mace,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 
Cubebs,  two  drams  ; 
Balm  leaves,  fix  ounces ; 
French  brandy,  one  gallon. 
Pour  the  brandy  on  the  other  in- 
gredients bruifed ;  and  after  di- 
gefting  them  for  four  days,  draw 
off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 
This  water  is  very  rich  of  the 
fpices ;     and    proves    a    pleafant, 
warm,  cordial  and  carminative.  In 
thofe  who  have  not,    by  frequent 
ufe,  deprived  themfelves  of  the  be- 
nefit of  thefe  kinds  of  liquors,  it 
gives   prefent    relief   in    languors, 
flatulencies,  colicky  pains,  and  o- 
ther    like    complaints.      It    would 
not,  however,  be  lefs  agreeable  or 
efficacious,    if  its  ingredients  were 
fomewhat  fewer  :    it  has   already 
loft  half  a  dozen  ufelefs  ones,  and 
perhaps  might  ftill  fpare  the  ange- 
lica, mace,    cubebs,    and  balm,  if 
the  proportions  of  the  other  ingre- 
4 


dients  were  varied  a  little.  Some 
have  fubftituted  Jamaica  pepper  to 
them  all,  in  the  proportion  of  two 
ounces  to  a  gallon  of  fpirit :  and  if 
the  fpirit  be  good,  the  water  made 
in  this  manner  is  not  eafily  diftin- 
guifh,able  from  the  other.  The 
fimple  water  of  this  fpice  is  far  lefs 
elegant  than  a  fpirituous  one. 

AQUA  NUCIS    MOSCHAT,£. 

NUTMEG  WATER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Nutmegs,  two  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit,  a  gallon ; 

Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 
burning. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  one  gallon. 

This  water  (with  the  addition  on- 
ly of  fome  hawthorn  flowers,  an 
article  of  very  little  fignificance) 
was  formerly  celebrated  in  nephri- 
tic diforders,  under  the  name  of 
AQUA  NEPHR1TICA.  At  pre- 
fent, it  is  regarded  only  as  an  a- 
greeable  fpirituous  liquor,  lightly 
impregnated  with  the  nutmeg  fla- 
vour. 

AQUA  PETROSELINI 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  PARSLET 

WATER. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Parfley  roots,  four  ounces ; 
Horfe  radilh,  frelh,  three  ounces; 
Juniper  berries,  fix  ounces  j 
St.  John's  wort  tops, 
Biting  arfmart  leaves, 
Elder  flowers,  each  two  ounces ; 
•:  Wild  carrot  feeds, 
Sweet  fennel  feeds, 
Parfley  feeds,    each  one    ounce 

and  a  half; 
French  brandy,  two  gallons. 
Having  cut  or  bruifed  thofe  ingre- 
dients which  require  fuch  treat- 
ment,   fteep  them  four    days  in 

the 
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the  brandy,    and  then  diftil  off 

two  gallons. 

This  is  intended  for  an  aperient 
and  diuretic,  and  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  has  been  by  fome  held  in 
confiderable  efteem.  At  prefent, 
it  is  rarely  called  for,  and  not 
often  kept  in  the  (hops ;  the  com- 
pound horfe-radiih  water  being 
more  frequently  prefcribed,  as  the 
more  efficacious  medicine,  in  the  in- 
tentions for  which  this  is  defigned. 
For  this  reafon,  though  the  compo- 
fition  contains  fome  exceptionable 
articles,  it  has  not  been  thought 
worth  while  to  make  any  farther 
alteration  than  increafing  the  quan- 
tity of  the  juniper  berries,  which 
are  the  bell  ingredient  in  it. 

AQUA  PCEONLE 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  PEONT  WATER. 

Editib. 
Take  of 

Peony  roots,  two  ounces  ; 

Wild   valerian   roots,    an  ounce 

and  a  half ; 
White  dittany  roots,  one  ounce ; 
Peony  feeds,  fix  drams  ; 
Lilies  of  the  valley,  frefh,  four 

ounces ; 
Lavender  flowers, 
Rofemary    flowers,      each    two 

ounces  j 
Be  tony, 
Marjoram, 
Rue, 

Sage,  tops,  of  each,  one  ounce. 
French  brandy,  a   gallon   and  a 
half. 
Cut  or  bruife  thofe  materials  that 
require     fuch    treatment,     fleep 
them   four  days  in  the  brandy, 
and    then    diiiil    over    a    gallon 
and  a  half  of  liquor. 
This  water  has  been  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  title  of  AQUA  ANTI- 
EFILEPTICA  ;  and  recommended 
in  all  kinds  of  epilepfies  and  ner- 
vous    complaints,       The    prefent 


practice  pays  little  regard  to  it, 
and  rarely  prefcribing  it  any  other- 
wife  than  as  a  vehicle,  and  as 
fuch  not  often.  The  ingredients 
from  which  it  receives  its  name, 
the  peony  roots  and  feeds,  com- 
municate little  or  nothing  to  the 
water;  whatever  virtues  thefe  are 
poiieffed  of,  remain  behind  in  the 
decoction :  nor  are  thefe  the  only 
exceptionable  iarticles ;  the  dittany, 
betony,  and  lome  others,  though 
of  the  aromatic  kind,  afford  fo  little 
as  not  to  deferve  a  place  among 
more  powerful  ingredients. 

The  compound  peony  water   of 
the  former  London  pharmacopceia 
thus  directed: 
Take  of 

Lilies  of  the  valley,    frefh  ga- 
thered, one  pound ; 
Lime  flowers,  half  a  pound ; 
Peony  flowers,  four  ounces  j 
Male  peony  root,  two  ounces  and 

a  half; 
White  dittany  root, 
Long  birthwort,    each  half  an 

ounce ; 
Mifletoe  of  the  oak, 
Rue,  each  two  handfuls ; 
Peony  feeds,  hufked,  ten  drams  ; 
Rue  feeds,    three  drams  and  a 

half; 
RuiTia  caflor, 
Cubebs, 

Mace,  each  two  drams  ; 
Cinnamon,     an    ounce    and     a 

half; 
Rofemary  flowers,  fix  pugils ; 
Stsechas  flowers, 

Lavender  flowers,  each  four  pu- 
gils ; 
Betony  flowers, 
Clove  july  flowers, 
Cowilips,  each  eight  pugils  ; 
juice   of   black    cherries,     four 

pints ; 
French  brandy,  two  gallons  and 
a  half; 
After   proper  maceration,  diflil  off 
four  gallons. 

C  c  This 
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This  water,  though  very  injudi- 
cious in  its  compofition,  is  frill  kept 
in  fome  {hops,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
a  good  affiflant  in  epileptic  and  o- 
ther  nervous  cafes. 

AQUA  PULEGII 

SPIRITUOSA. 

SPIRITUOUS  PENNTROTAL 

WATER. 

hond. 

Take  of 

Pennyroyal  leaves,  dry,  a  pound 

and  a  half; 
Proof  fpirit,  a  gallon  ; 
Water,  as  much  as  will  prevent 

burning. 
Diftil  off  one  gallon. 
This  water  has  a  good  fhare  of 
the  flavour  of  the  pennyroyal,  and 
is  pretty  much  in  ufe  as  a   carmi- 
native and  antihyfceric. 

AQUA  RAPHANI 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  HORSERADISH 

WATER. 

hond. 

Take  of 

Garden  fcurvygrafs  leaves,   frefh, 

four  pounds ; 
Horfe-radifn  root  frefh, 
Orange   peel,    frefh,    each   two 

pounds; 
Nutmegs,  nine  ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit  two  gallons  ; 
Water  a  fufHcient  quantity  to  pre- 
vent burning. 
Draw  off  by  difWlation  two  gallons. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Horfe-radifh,  frefh,  three  pounds;  . 

Garden  fcurvygrafs, 

Water  creffes,    each,   frefh,    two 

pounds : 
Orange  peel, 
Lemon   peel,    each,  frefh,  three 

ounces  ; 
Canella  alba,  four  ounces  : 
Nutmegs,  one  ounce ; 
French  brandy,  three  gallons. 


Pour  the  brandy  on  the  ingredi" 
ents  cut  and  bruifed,  and  after 
fteeping  for  two  days,  draw  off 
three  gallons  of  liquor. 
Both  thefe  waters  are  very  ele- 
gant ones,  and  as  well  adapted  for 
the  purpofes  of  an  antifcorbutic, 
as  any  thing  that  can  well  be  con- 
trived in  this  form.  The  commit- 
tee of  the  London  college  obferve, 
with  regard  to  the  firft,  that  the 
horfe-radifh  and  fcurvy  grafs  join 
very  well  together,  giving  a  fimilar 
flavour,  though  not  a  little  difa- 
greeable  ;  that  the  nutmeg  fup- 
prefTes  this  flavour  very  fuccefs- 
fully,  without  fuper-adding  any  of 
its  Own ;  and  to  this,  orange  peel 
(no  incongruous  ingredient  to  the 
intention  of  the  medicine)  adds  a 
flavour  Very  agreeable.  Arum  root 
has  generally  had  a  place  in  this 
water,  but  is  here  defervedly  thrown 
out ;  for  it  gives  nothing  of  its 
pungency  over  the  helm,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  is  afTerted,  in  for- 
mer editions  of  this  work,  to  the 
contrary.  Muflard  feed,  though 
not  hitherto,  that  we  know  of, 
employed  in  thefe  kinds  of  compo- 
fitions,  fhould  feem  to  be  an  excel- 
lent ingredient :  it  gives  over  the 
whole  of  its  pungency,  and  is  like- 
wife  lefs  perifhable  than  moll  of 
the  other  fubftances  of  this  clafs  : 
this  feed  wants  no  addition,  unlefs 
fome  aromatic  material  to  furnifb, 
an  agreeable  flavour. 

AQUA  MELISSiE 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND   BALM  WATER, 

commonly  called, 

EAU  DE  CARMES. 

Take  of 

Balm  leaves,  frefh,  four  ounces ; 
Lemon  peel,  frefh,  two  ounces ; 
Coriander  feeds, 
Nutmegs,  each  one  ounce : 
Angelica  root, 
Cinnamon, 

Cloves, 
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Cloves,  each  half  an  ounce; 
Balm  water,  one  pint ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
'Powder  the   dry   ingredients,    and 
digeft  them  with  the  fpirit  in  a 
clofe    veflel,     for   two   or  three 
days  ;  then  add  the  balm  water, 
and   diltil   in   balneo    almoft   to 
drynefs. 

This  water  is  an  elegant  cordial, 
all  the  ingredients  giving  over  to  it 
great  fhare  of  their  flavour ;  the 
balm,  though  it  feems  intended  as 
the  principal,  yields  the  leaft.  The 
preparation  has  of  late  beer,  greatly 
efieemed  in  more  parts  of  Europe ; 
and  ftrongly  recommended  by  the 
venders  as  being  more  ftrengthen- 
ing  and  reviving  than  the  common 
cordials :  but,  like  other  medicines 
whofe  compofition  has  been  kept  a 
fecret,  its  virtues  have  been  greatly 
exaggerated. 

AQUA  VULNERARIA,  feu 

AQUA  CATAPULT  ARUM. 

JRVUE3USADE  WAZEJL-. 

Phdrm.  Argent. 

Take  of 

Comfry,  leaves  and  roots, 

Sage, 

Mugwort, 

Buglofs,  each  four  handfuls ; 

Betony, 

Sanicle, 

Ox-eye  daify, 

Common  daify, 

Greater  figwort, 

Plantane, 

Agrimony, 

Vervain, 

Wormwood, 

Fennel,   each  two  handfuls  ; 


3^7 

St.  John's  wort, 

Long  birthwort, 

Orpine, 

Veronica, 

LefTer  centaury, 

Milfoil, 

Tobacco, 

Moufe-earj 

Mint, 

Hyifop,  each  one  handful ; 

Wine,  twenty-four  pounds. 
Having  cut  and  bruifed  the  herbs, 

pour  on  them  the  wine,  and  let 

them  ftand  together  in  digeftion, 

in   horfe-dung  or   any  other  e- 

quivalent  heat,    for  three  days  % 

afterwards   diiil  in   an    alembic 

with  a  moderate  fire. 

This  celebrated  water  has  been 
for  fometime  held  in  great  efieem, 
in  contufions,  for  refolving  coa- 
gulated blood,  difcuffing  the  tu- 
mours that  arife  on  fra&ures  and 
diflocations,  for  preventing  the  pro- 
gfefs  of  gangrenes,  cleaning  and 
healing  ulcers  and  wounds,  particu- 
larly gun-fhot  wounds.  Mr.  Le- 
mery  has  been  at  the  pains  of  wri- 
ting a  whole  treatife  on  it;  in 
which  he  confiders  each  of  the  in- 
gredients fingly,  and  fuppofes  the 
water  to  poffefs  their  united  vir- 
tues. Eut  here  .this  eminent  che- 
mili,  relying  more  on  hypothetical 
reaioning  than  the  experiments 
which  that  art  requires,  happened 
to  be  miftaken ;  for  the  virtues  of 
mod  of  the  herbs,  admitting  them 
to  be  as  great  as  he  would  have 
them,  rehde  in  fuch  parts  as  are 
not  capable  of  being  elevated  in 
this  procefs. 
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Chapter  XIII. 

DECOCTA    et    INFUSA. 

DECOCTIONS    and    INFUSIONS. 


Under  this  head  are  comprehended  decoctions  and  infuflons  in  aqueous 
liquors  only  :  thofe  made  in  wine,  vinegar,  vinous  fpirits,  and  in  oils, 
will  be  treated  of  hereafter. 


'ATER  extracts  the  gum- 
my, mucilaginous  and  fa- 
line  parts  of  vegetables ;  and  hence 
becomes  the  proper  menftruum  for 
the  glutinous  and  acefcent  plants. 
Its  attion,  however  is  not  confined 
to  thefe  :  the  refmous  and  oily 
principles,  though  of  themfelves 
not  foluble  in  water,  are  in  moft 
plants  fo  intimately  blended  with 
the  gummy  and  faline,  as  to  be 
readily  taken  up  along  with  them. 
Several  of  the  refmous  cathartics, 
moft  of  the  aromatic  herbs,  all  the 
bitters,  aftringents,  fweets,  yield 
to  water  their  fmell,  tafte  and  me- 
dicinal virtues. 

The  adtion  of  this  menftruum  va- 
ries, according  as  it  is  applied  cold 
or  hot,  continued  for  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time,  as  the  fubjedt  itfelf  is 
more  or  lefs  refmous,  frefh  or  dry, 
of  a  loofe  or  compadt  texture. 

Aromatic  herbs,  and  the  leaves 
of  plants  in  general,  yield  their 
virtues  moft  perfectly  when  mode- 
rately dried.  The  cold  element 
extracts  from  thefe,  in  a  few  hours, 
the  lighter,  more  fragrant  and  a- 
greeable  parts ;  and  then  begins  to 
take  up  the  groffer  and  more  un- 
grateful ;  the  Uquor,  poured  fuc- 
ceflively  on  frefh  parcels  of  the 
herb,  becomes  ftronger,  richer, 
thick,  unctuous,  balfamic  :  and 
i 


herein  thefe  preparations  have  the 
advantage  of  diftilled  waters,  which 
are  not  mended  by  a  like  treat- 
ment. Thefe  faturated  infufions 
are  undoubtedly  applicable  to  va- 
luable purpofes  in  medicine,  as 
they  contain,  in  a  fmall  compafs, 
the  finer,  more  fubtile  and  adtive 
principles  of  the  vegetable,  in  a 
form  readily  mifcible  with  the  flu- 
ids of  the  human  body. 

The  compact,  refinous  woods, 
roots  and  barks,  give  out  their  vir- 
tues moft  freely  whilft  frefh.  Dry, 
they  yield  little  to  cold  or  mode- 
rately warm  water,  and  require  the 
force  of  it  boiling.  By  this  pro- 
cefs,  the  groffer,  more  fixt  faline 
and  mucilaginous  parts  are  diffolved, 
the  refinous  melted  out,  the  vola- 
tile diflipated,  and  the  virtues  de- 
pending on  them  loft.  The  fpices 
which  we  receive  from  abroad,  the 
warm  feeds  of  our,  own  growth 
when  dry,  fcarce  give  out  their  vir- 
tues, without  fuch  a  degree  of  heat 
as  will  difiipate  them. 

Water  extracts  likewife  the  gela- 
tinous parts  of  animals  ;  whence 
glues,  gellies,  broths,  &c.  and  takes 
up  fome  part  of  calcined  calcareous 
earths. 

Water  may  be  tinged  by  vege- 
table matters  of  every  colour  ex- 
cept green ;  though  every  vegetable 

will 
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will  not  yield  its  colour  to  water : 
almoft  all  flowers  impart  their  own 
colour;  leaves,  woods  and  roots, 
generally  a  different  one.  Acids 
change  the  infufions  of  moll  flow- 
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ers  (except  the  yellow  ones)  to  a 
red  ;  and  alcalies  to  a  green ;  the 
former  impede  the  a&ion  of  the 
water  as  a  menftruum,  the  latter 
fomewhat  promote  it. 


General  rules  for  making  decoclions,  from   the  Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia. 


I. 

Vegetable  fubftances  ought  to  be 
moderately  and  newly  dried,  un- 
lefs  they  are  exprefsly  ordered 
otherwise.  They  ought  likewife 
to  be  cut  and  bruifed,  before 
the  menftruum  is  poured  on 
them. 

II. 

Woods,  roots,  feeds,  and  all  thofe 
ingredients  which  are  dry  and  of 
a  compact  texture,  are  to  be  put 
in  firft ;  and  the  others  added  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  boiling  : 
among  thefe  laft,  liquorice  is  to 
be  reckoned. 

III. 

All  decoctions  are  to  be  ftrained, 
and  after  refting  for  fome  time, 
poured  off  from  the  feces ;  un- 
lefs  they  are  ordered  to  be  tur- 
bid ;  and  even  in  this  cafe,  they 
ought  to  be  pafled  through  a 
coarfe  ftrainer. 

DECOCTUM  ALBUM. 
The  WHITE  DECOCTION. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Calcined     hartihorn,      prepared, 

two  ounces ; 
Gum  Arabic,  two  drams; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  them   till  only  two  pints  re- 
main,   and    then   ftrain  off  the 
liquor. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Calcined    hartihorn,     prepared, 


one  ounce ; 
Common  water,  three  pints  j 
Simple    cinnamon    water,     one 

ounce  ; 
White  fugar,  two  drams. 
Boil  the  hartihorn  in  the  common 
water  till  only  two  pints  remain  ; 
to  this  decoftion,  unftrained,  add 
the  other  ingredients,   and  mix 
the  whole  together. 
Thefe    decoftions    are    ufed   as 
common  drink  in  acute  difeafes  at- 
tended with  a  loofenefs,  and  where 
acrimonious  humours  abound  in  the 
prima?  vis.     The  gum  is  added  in 
the  firft   prefcription,    in   order  to 
render  the  liquor  lightly  glutinous, 
and  thus  enable  it  to  fuftam  more 
of  the  calx ;    which  is  the  ingre- 
dient that  the  colour,  but  probably 
not  the  virtue,  of  the  medicine  de- 
pends   upon.     Calcined    hartihorn 
has  no  quality  from  which  it  feems 
capable    either     of    confiringhg   or 
ftrengthening  the  veffels,    giving  a 
greater    degree    of    confiftency    to 
thin   fluids,     or   obtunding   acrimo- 
nious humours.     It  blunts  and  ab- 
for bs  acid  juices  :  but  acrimony  and 
acidity    are     extremely    different: 
there  are  few  (perhaps  none  of  the 
acute)  diforders  of  adults  attended 
with  the  latter  ;  and  few  of  infants 
are  unaccompanied  therewith.  Some 
have  propofed  ftarch  as   an  ingre- 
dient in  thefe  kinds  of  decodions  ; 
a  fmall  quantity  of  this  ihould  feem 
to  be  a  very  ufeful  one. 

DECOCTUM  ALBUM 
COMPOSITUM. 
C  c  3  COM. 
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This  is  an  agreeable,  nutritious, 
animal  gelly,  and  pofTeiTes  the  ge- 
neral virtues  of  the  fubilances  of 
that  clafs.  It  is  occafionally  made 
ufe  of  in  fevers,  &c.  tho'  not  kept 
in  the  mops. 
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COMPOUND  WHITE 
DECOCTION. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Calcined  hartfhorn,  fix  drams  j 
Crabs  eyes,  three  drams ; 
Comfry  roots, 
Tprmentil  roots,  each  two  drams; 
Common  water,  three  pints  ; 
Simple    cinnamon    water,     one 

ounce ; 
Syrup   of    meconium,     half  an 
ounce. 
Boil  the  roots  and  powders  in  the 
common  water,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  liquor,    when  flrained,    will 
amount  only  to  a  quart :  to  this 
whilft  turbid,  add  the  cinnamon 
water   and  the  fyrup,    and  mix 
them  all  well  together. 
This   is    a  very   well   contrived 
compofitipn  for  the  purpofes  of  a 
mild,    lightly    incraflatihg   reftrin- 
gent.     A  quarter  of  a  pint,  more 
or  lefs,  may  be  taken  occafionally, 
according   to   the   urgency   of  the 
fymptoms.     The    two    firft    ingre- 
dients, though  they  feem  intended 
as  the  principal  ones,  are  the  leaft 
ufeful. 

GELATINA  CORNU  CERVI. 

GELLY  OF  HARTSHORN. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Hartfhorn  fhavings,  half  a  pound; 

Water,  three  quarts ; 

White  fugar  candy,  in  powder, 

fix  ounces ; 
Mountain  wine,   a  quarter  of  a 

pint; 
Orange   (or  lemon)  juice,     one 

ounce. 
JBoil  the  hartfhorn  with  the  water 
by  a  gentle  heat,  in  a  glazed 
earthen  vefTel,  till  two  parts  are 
wafted;  flrain  out  the  remaining 
liquor,  add  to  it  the  other  in- 
gredients, and  boil  the  whole 
over  a  gentle  fire,  to  the  confid- 
ence of  a  loft  gelly. 


pro 


DECOCTUM   COMMUNE 

CLYSTERE. 

The  COMMON  DECOCTION  for 

CLYSTERS. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Mallow  leaves,  dried,  one  ounce; 

Chamemel  flowers  dried, 

Sweet  fennel  feeds,  each  half  an, 
ounce ; 

Water,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  together,  and  flrain  out 

the  decodlion  for  ufe. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Mallow  leaves, 

Mercury  leaves, 

Chamemel  flowers,  each  half  an 
ounce  ; 

Fennel  feed, 

Linfeed,  each  two  drams ; 

Water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Eoil  them  to  the  confumption    of 

one  third  of  the  liquor,  and  then 

flrain  out  the  decoclion. 

The  title  of  thefe  decodlions 
fufficiently  expreffes  their  ufe  as  the 
bafis  of  glyfters.  The  chamemel 
flowers  and  fennel  feeds  fhould  not 
be  put  in,  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
procefs ;  a  part  of  the  virtues  of 
thefe  being  foon  loft  by  boiling. 

DECOCTUM  DIASCORDII. 

DECOCTION  of 

PIASCQRDIUM. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Diafcordium,  one  ounce ; 
Japan  earth,  two  drams ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon  water, 
Syrup  of  meconium,   each  one 

ounce  ; 
Common  water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
BoiJ 
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Boil    the    diafcordium    and  Japan 
earth  in  the  common  water,  till 
only  a  pint  of  liquor  remains  af- 
ter ftraining ;    to  which,    while 
turbid,    add  the  fyrup  and  the 
cinnamon   water,    and  mix  the 
whole  well  together. 
This  decoction  is  ufed,  both  in 
draughts  and  by  the  way  of  glyfter, 
as  an  anodyne   and  refbringent  in 
fluxes.      The     quantity    here    pre- 
fcribed  contains   about  two  grains 
and  a  half  of  opium,  excluuve  of 
the  fyrup. 

FOTUS   COMMUNIS. 
Tie  COMMON  FOMENTATION. 

Lo/id. 
Take  of 

Abrotanum  leaves,  dried, 
Sea' wormwood  tops,  dried, 
Chamernel  flowers,   dried,  each 

one  ounce; 
Bay  leaves  dried,  half  an  ounce; 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Lightly   boil  them,   and  firain  out 
the  decoction  for  ufe. 
It   is  left  to   the  choice  of  the 
apothecary  to  take  either  the  male 
or  female  abrotanum,  that  is   fouth- 
ernwood  or  lavender  cotton ;  which, 
though  differing  from  one  another 
in  fome   refpects,  may  be  looked 
upon  as  fimiiar  with  regard  to  the 
purpofes  for   which    this   compofi- 
tion  is  intended  :  and  poffibly  the 
fomentation    would    not    be    much 
the  worfe  if  neither  of  them  was 
ufed. 

DECOCTUM  EMOLLIENS 
pro  FOTU. 

EMOLLIENT  DECOCTION  for 
FOMENTATIONS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Mallow  leaves,  one  ounce  5 

Chamemel  flowers, 

Meliiot  flowers, 

Elder  flowers,  each  half  an  ounce ; 

Fenugreek  feeds,  one  ounce ; 
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Water,  two  quarts. 
Boil  them  together. 
This   decoction    may   likewife    be 

prepared  without  the  fenugreek 

feed. 

The  titles  of  this  and  the  fore- 
going decoction,  expreis  the  pur- 
pofes they  are  defigned  for :  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  which  is  commonly 
added  in  fomentations,  is  left  to  be 
directed  by  the  prefcriber  in  fuch 
quantity  as  particular  cafes  may 
require. 

DECOCTUM  ad  ICTERICOS. 

DECOCTION  for  the 
JAUNDICE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Celandine,  roots  and  leaves, 

Turmeric, 

Madder,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Millepedes,  two  hundred ; 

Syrup   of   the   five   roots,     two 
ounces ; 

"Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  celandine,    turmeric  and 

madder  in  the  water,  till  only  a 

quart    of    liquor    remains   after 

draining ;    then,  having  preffed 

out  the  juice  of  the  millepedes, 

add  this    and  the  fyrup  to   the 

decoction. 

The  ingredients  of  which  this 
decoction  is  compofed,  have  been 
•long  held  by  many  as  fpecifies  for 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  exprefied  in 
its  title.  The  medicine,  though 
extremely  unpleafant,  is  well  cal- 
culated to  aniwer  many  ufeful  pur- 
pofes, if  well  managed  and  properly 
aflified.  A  quarter  of  a  pint  may  be 
taken  twice  a  day,  or  oftner. 

DECOCTUM  LIGNORUM. 
DECOCTION  of  the  WOODS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Guaiacum  fhavings,  three  ounces; 
Raifins  of  the  fun,  floned,    two 
ounces  j 

C-p'4  Safla- 
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Saffafras    wood,      fhaved,     one 

ounce  ; 
Liquorice,  fiiced,  half  an  ounce; 
Water,  one  gallon. 
Boil  the  guaiacum  and  raifins  with 
the  water,  over  a  gentle  fire,  to 
the    confumption    of    one  half; 
adding  towards  the  end,  the  faf- 
fafras  and  liquorice.     Strain  out 
the  liquor,   and  having  fufFered 
it  to  reft  for  fome  time,  pour  off 
the  clear  from  the  feces. 
This  decodion  is  very  well  conr 
trived,  and  if  its  ufe  is  duly  con- 
tinued,    will   do   great   fervice  in 
fcorbutic    and    cutaneous    difeafes, 
foulnefs  of  the   blood   and  juices, 
and  fome  diforders  of  the  breaft ; 
particularly  in  cold  phlegmatic  ha- 
bits.    It  may  be  taken  by  itfelf,  in 
the  quantity  of  a  quarter  of  a  pint, 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  or  ufed 
as  an  affiftant  in  a  courfe  of  mercu- 
rial or  antimonial  alteratives;    the 
patient  in  either  cafe  keeping  warm, 
in  order  to  promote  the  operation 
of  the  medicine. 

DECOCTUM  ad 

NEPHRITICOS. 

NEPHRITIC  DECOCTION. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Mafhrnallow  roots, 

Liquorice, 

Reft  harrow  root,  each  half  an 

ounce ; 
Wild  carrot  feed, 
Linfeed,  each  three  drams ; 
Pellitory  of  the  wall,  one  ounce ; 
Fat  figs,  four  in  number; 
Raifins  of  the  fun,  ftoned,  two 

ounces ; 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Jioil  them  together  fo  long,    that 
there  may  be  only  four  pints  of 
ftrained  liquor. 
.  This  decoction  is  intended  chiefly 
as   an   emollient,    to   be   liberally 
drank  of  in   nephritic  paroxyfms : 
jyi  which  cafes,   by  foftening  and 


relaxing  the  parts,  it  frequently  re- 
lieves the  pain,  and  procures  an 
eafy  paffage  for  the  fabulous  mat- 
ter. 

DECOCTUM  NITROSUM. 
NITROUS  DECOCTION. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Pure  nitre,  half  an  ounce; 

White  fugar,  two  ounces ; 

Cochineal,  onefcruple; 

Water,  two  pints  and  a  half. 
Boil  to   two  pints,  then  fuffer  the 

whole  to*  re'ft  for  fome  time,  and 

pour  off  the  clear  decodion. 

This  is  an  elegant  way  of  dif- 
guifing  nitre,  and  rendering  it  a- 
greeahle  to  the  patient,  both  which 
intentions  are  fully  anfwered  by 
the  cochineal  and  fugar.  There  is 
no  occafion  for  boiling,  unlei's  to 
furnifh  the  medicine  with  a  name  ; 
for  the  water  will  diffolve  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  the  nitre  and  fu- 
gar than  is  direded  above,  with- 
out any  heat ;  and  it  eafily  extrads 
a  fine  colour  from  cochineal. 

The  virtues  of  nitre  have  been 
already  given  in  the  preceding  part. 
This  or  other  fimilar  forms  are  the 
moil  commodious  for  the  exhibition 
of  it;  for  when  given  in -a  folid 
form,  it  often  occafions  great  un- 
eafinefs  about  the  ftomach.  Three 
or  four  ounces  of  this  decodion 
may.  be  taken  for  a  dofe. 

DECOCTUM  PECTORALE. 
PECTORAL  DECOCTION. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Common  barley, 
Stoned  raifins, 
Figs  each  two  ounces ; 
Liquorice,  half  an  ounce; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Firft  boil  the  water  with  the  barley, 
then  add  the  raifins,  and  laftly 
(juft  before  the  end  of  the  pro- 
cefs)  the  figs  and  liquorice;  the 
boiling 
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boiling  is  to  be  continued  fo 
long,  that  the  liquor,  when  {train- 
ed, may  be  no  more  than  two 
pints. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Stoned  raifins, 
Barley,  each  one  ounce  ; 
Fat  figs,  in  number  four  ; 
Florentine  orris  root, 
Liquorice,  each  half  an  ounce ; 
Harts-tongue  leaves, 
Coltsfoot  flowers,  eachoneounce ; 
Water,   fix  pints. 
Boil  the   water  with   the    raifins, 
barley,  and   figs,  till  only  four 
pints  remain :    adding,   towards 
the  end,  the  other  ingredients ; 
then  ftrain   out  the   liquor    for 
ufe. 

Both  thefe  decoctions  are  ufeful 
foft  pectorals  ;  and  very  agreeable 
to  the  palate,  particularly  the  firft. 
They  are  good  auxiliaries  in.  fharp 
defluxions  on  the  bread;  and  lungs, 
and  have  fometimes  done  fervice 
by  themfelves.  They  may  be  drank 
at  pleafure. 

DECOCTUM  SERPENTARLE 
COMPOSITUM. 

COMPOUND  DECOCTION  of 
SNAKE  ROOT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  fix  drams  ; 

Venice  treacle,  half  an  ounce; 

Cochineal,  onefcruple; 

Syrup  of  meconium,    an  ounce 
and  a  half; 

Water,  two  pints. 
Boil  the  root  in  the  water,  to  the 

confumption  of  half  the  liquor  ; 

adding   towards    the    end,    the 

treacle   and    cochineal.      Then 

ftrain  the  decoction  off  thick,  and 

mix  with  it  the  fyrup. 

This  decoction  is  given  as  a  fuc- 
cedaneum  to  the  compound  tinc- 
ture of  fnakeroot  ;  and  directed  to 
be  made  only  in  want  thereof.    See 
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ferpevtarins     compojita     in 
xvi.      This  watery  prepara- 


tinBura 

chap 

tion  is  neverthelefs  a  medicine  of 
confiderable  efficacy,  poffeffing  near- 
ly all  the  virtues  of  the  fnakeroot, 
and  the  opiate  quality  of  the  the- 
riaca ;  the  quantity  here  prefcribed 
contains  about  three  grains  of  o- 
pium.  Jt  is  obfervable  that  fnake- 
root yields  its  virtues  to  water  al- 
moft  as  perfectly  as  to  fpirituous 
liquors  :  and  notwithftanding  its 
fubtility  of  parts,  does  not  lofe 
much  in  evaporation  with  either, 
unlefs  the  procefs  is  performed  by 
a  more  hafty  fire  than  there  is  oc- 
cafion  for. 

AQUA  HORDEATA. 
BARLEY  WATER. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Pearl  barley,  two  ounces ; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Firft   wafh   the   barley    from    the 
mealy  matter  that  adheres  to  it, 
with  fome  cold  water  ;  then  boil 
it  a  little  with  about  half  a  pint 
of  frefh  water,  which  will  ac- 
quire a  confiderable  tinge  from 
it.      Throw    away    this  tinged 
water ;  put  the  barley  into  the 
water  prefcribed,   made  firft  to 
boil ;  and  continue   the  boiling 
till  half  the  water  is  wafted. 
This  liquor  is  to  be  drank  freely, 
as  a  diluter,  in  fevers  and  other  dif- 
orders  ;  hence  it  is  of  confequence 
that  it  fhould  be  prepared  fo  as  to 
be  as  elegant  and  agreeable  as  pof- 
fible  :    for  this  reafon,  it  was  in- 
ferred in  the  pharmacopoeia,    and 
the    feveral     circumftances    wh.cu 
contribute  to  its  elegancy  fet  down 
if  any  one  of  them  is  omitted,   the 
beverage    will    be    lefs    grateful. 
However  trivial,  medicines  of  this 
clafs  may  appear  to  be,   they   are 
of  greater  importance,  in  the  cure 
of  fundry  acute  difeafes,  than  many 
more  laborious  preparations. 

JUS 
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JUS  VIPERINUM. 

VIPER  BROTH. 

Lond. 

Take  a   middle  fized  viper,  freed 

from  the  head,  ikin,  and  irttef- 

tines ;  and  two  pints  of  water. 

Boil  them   to  a  pint  and  a  half; 

'  then  remove  the  veffel  from  the 

fire ;    and    when   the   liquor    is 

grown  cold,  let  the  fat,    which 

congeals  upon  the  furface  if  the 

viper  was  frefh,   be-  taken    off. 

Into    this    broth,    whilft   warm, 

put  a  pullet  of  a  moderate  fize, 

drawn,  and  freed  from  the  fkin, 

and  all    the   fat,  but  with    the 

flefh  entire.     Set   the  veffel  on 

the   fire   again,   that  the  liquor 

may  boil  ;  then  remove  it  from 

the  fire,  take  out  the  chicken, 

and  immediately  chop  its  flefh 

into  little  pieces :  put  thefe  into 

the  liquor  again,  fet  it  over  the 

fire,    and  as  foon  as  it  boils  up, 

pour  out  the  broth,  nrlt  carefully 

taking  off  the  fcum. 

Here  alfo  all  the  circumftances 

fubfervient  to  the  perfection  of  the 

broth  are  carefully  fet  down :  and 

even  plain  chicken  broth,   for  the 

ufe  of  the  fick,  ought  to  be  made 

in  a  fimilar  manner. 

This  feems  to  be  one  of  the  bed 
preparations  of  the  viper  ;  all  the 
benefit  that  can  be  expedled  from 
that  animal  being  by  this  means 
obtained.  It  is  a  very  nutritious 
and  reflorative  food  :  continued  for 
a  length  of  time,  it  has  fometimes 
done  good  fervice  in  leprous  and 
other  obfeinate  cutaneous  difeafes. 
The  dried  flefh  of  the  vipers, 
brought  from  abroad,  is  far  inferior 
to  it,  and  has  very  little,  if  any 
virtue  at  all ;  the  wines  and  tinc- 
ture of  the  animal,  probably  have 
not  much ;  the  volatile  fait,  how- 
ever flrongiy  recommended  by  iome, 
does  not  appear  to  differ  from  that 
producible  from  every  animal  fub- 
fiance.     Seepage  305. 


MUCILAGO   SEMINUM 

CYDONIORUM. 
MUCILAGE  of  QUINCE 
SEEDS. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Quince  feeds,  one  dram  ; 
Water,  fix  ounces  by  meafure. 
Boil  them,  over  a  foft  fire,   till  the 
water  grows   flimy    almoft  like 
the  white  of  an  egg ;  then  pafs 
it  through  a  linen  cloth. 
This  is  a.pleafant  foft  mucilage, 
of  a  fomewhat  fweetifh  tafte,  and 
a  light  agreeable  fmell  :  in  thefe 
refpecls,  and  in  its  eafy  folubility 
in  water,    it  differs  from  the  muci- 
lage of  gum  tragacanth  which  fome 
have  fuppofed  it  fimilar  to  :  it  has 
another  difference,  to  its  difadvan- 
tage,  being  apt  to  grow  mouldy  in 
keeping. 

SERUM  ALUMINOSUM, 
ALVM  WHEY, 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Cows  milk,  one  pint ; 

Alum,  in  powder,  two  drams. 
Boil  them  till  the  milk  is  curdled, 

and  then   carefully  feparate  the 

whey. 

This  medicine  is  a  ftrong,  tho' 
not  very  grateful,  aflringent  :  im- 
moderate uterine  fluxes,  and  the 
diabetes,  frequently  yield  to  it,  if 
taken  in  the  quantity  of  a  quarter 
of  a  pint  three  or  four  times  a  day. 
It  has  been  recommended  in  inter- 
mittent fevers,  the  quantity  above 
prefcribed  to  be  taken  before  the 
approach  of  a  fit,  divided  into  dif- 
,ferea>  doles. 

SERUM  SCORBUTICUM. 
SCORBUTIC  WHET. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Cows  milk,  one  pint ; 
Scorbutic  juices,  a  quarter  of  2 

pin*. 

'  Boil 
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Boil  them  till  the  milk  is  curdled, 

and  then  carefully  feparate  the 

whey. 

This  whey  may  be  ufed  as  com- 
mon drink  in  icorbutic  cafes  :  the 
quantity  above  directed,  at  leaft 
ought  to  be  taken  every  day,  if 
any  considerable  efFedt  is  expected 
from  it. 


INFUSUM  AMARUM. 
BITTER  INFUSION. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Gentian  root,  half  a  dram  ; 
Leffer  centaury  tops,  a  dram  ; 
Eoiling   water,    a  quarter  of    a 
pint. 
Infufe  them  four  hours,   and  then 
filter  the  liquor  for  ufe. 

INFUSUM  AMARUM 
SIMPLEX. 
SIMPLE  BITTER  INFUSION. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Gentian  root, 

Frefh  yellow  rind  of  lemon  peel, 
carefully  freed  from  the  inner 
white  part,each  half  an  ounce  ; 
Dry  yellow  rind  of  Seville  orange 
peel,    freed    in    like  manner 
from  the  white,  one  dram  and 
a  half; 
Boiling  water,  three  quarters  of 
a  pint. 
Macerate  for  an  hour  or  two,  then 
filter   the  liquor  through  paper, 
or    pafs    it    through    a    ftrainer 
without  preffure.    ' 
Both  thefe  liquors  are  very  ele- 
gant and  ufeful  bitters ;  the  latter 
in  particular  is  as  agreeable  a  one 
as  can  v/ell  be  contrived,  the  peels 
communicating  a  fine  flavour,  which 
is  the  only  addition  that  the  gentian 
Hands  in  need  of.     The  committee 
informs  us,  that  "  moft  of  the  in- 
"  gredients,    which   ufually   enter 
f*.  the  compofition  of  bitter   infu- 
*'  fions,   being  prepared  by  them 
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feparately,  amongft  all  the 
Itrong  bitters,  gentian  gave  the 
moil:  unexceptionable  colour, 
but  it  wants  the  affiftance  of 
fome  ingredient  to  furniih  an  ac- 
ceptable flavour  ;  fcarce  any  of 
the  bitters  accompanied  with  fla- 
vour, fuch  as  zedoary,  calamus 
aromaticus,  and  the  like,  ap- 
peared to  be  truly  grateful,  ex- 
cept orange  peel  and  cardamom 
feeds :  but  cardamom  feeds  ar'e 
mucilaginous,  and  render  the 
liquor  cloudy,  and  orange  peel 
is  accompanied  with  a  hot  oil 
that  requires  it  to  be  but  fpar- 
ingly  ufed :  lemon  peel,  in  its 
outer  rind,  to  which  all  its  fla- 
vour is  confined,  is  not  a  bitter, 
but  fupplies  the  gentian  moft 
fuccefsfully  with  what  is  want- 
ed ;  tho'  the  compofition,  by  a 
moderate  addition  of  orange 
peel,  becomes  yet  more  per- 
feci" 


INFUSUM  AMARUM 

PURGANS. 

PURGING  BITTER   INFUSION. 

Lo'nd. 
Take  of 
Sena, 
Yellow  rind  of  lemon  peel,  frefh, 

each  three  drams ; 
Gentian  root, 
Yellow  rind   of   Seville    orange 

peel,  dry, 
Leffer    cardamom    feeds,     freed 
from  the  hulks,  each   half  a 
dram  ; 
Boiling   water,    five    ounces   by 
meafure. 
Macerate  them  together,  and  when 
cold  flrain  off"  the  liquor. 

INFUSUM  AMARUM 

cum  SENA. 

BITTER  INFUSION 

with  SENA. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 


Senaj, 
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Sena, 

Leffer  centaury  tops,  each  one 

dram ; 
Gentian  root, 
Sweet  fennel  feeds,  each  half  a 

dram; 
Boiling  water,    a  quarter  of  a 
pint. 

Infufe  them  for  four   hours,    and 
then  filter  the  liquor. 

This  infufion  may  likewife  be  pre- 
pared with  two,  three,  or  more 
times  the  quantity  of  fena. 
Both  thefe    are    ufeful   purging 

bitters.     The  quantities  here  pre- 

fcribed  feem   intended   for  a  dofe  ; 

the  firft  is  the  largeft,  and  the  other 

the  fmalleft  dofe,  that  fena  is  ufual- 

Jy  given  in. 

INFUSUM  SEN.E 

COMMUNE. 

COMMON  INFUSION  of  SENA  ■ 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Sena,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Cryftals  of  tartar,  three  drams  ; 
Lefier   cardamom    feeds,    freed 

from  the  hulks,  two  drams ; 
Water,  one  pint. 
Boil  the  cryftals  of  tartar  in  the  wa- 
ter, until  they  are  difiblved; 
then  pour  the  water,  whilft  it 
continues  boiling,  upon  the  o- 
ther  ingredients ;  and  when 
cold,  {train  off  the  liquor  for 
ufe. 

In  our  former  pharmacopoeia, 
an  alcaline  fait  was  ufed  in  the  in- 
fufion of  fena,  inftead  of  the  acid 
one  here  directed.  The  firft  con- 
tributed to  promote  the  operation 
of  the  medicine,  by  fuperadding  a 
degree  of  purgative  virtue  of  its 
own,  and  by  enabling  the  water  to 
extract  fomewhat  more  from  the 
capital  ingredient,  than  it  would  be 
capable  of  doing  by  itfelf ;  whilft 
acids  have  rather  a  contrary  effect. 
Experience  however  has  fufficient- 
3y  fhewn  (as  the  committee  ailltre 


us)  "  that  this  infufion,  and  the 
"  following  one  with  lemon  juice, 
"  do  not  fail  in  their  intention : 
"and  in  a  medicine,  very  nau- 
"  feous  to  many,  it  is  of  principal 
"  confequence  to  prepare  it  fo,  that 
"  the  lighted  and  leaft  difguftful 
"parts  may  be  extracted."  Alca- 
line falts  increafe  the  offenfivenefs 
of  the  fena ;  whilft  cryftals  of  tartar 
confiderably  improve  the  colour  of 
the  infufion,  and  likewife  render 
the  tafte  to  fome  perfons  lefs  difa- 
greeable.  Soluble  tartar  fhould  feem 
a  good  ingredient  in  thefe  kinds  of 
compofitions ;  as  it  not  only  im- 
proves the  tafte,  hut  promotes  the 
purgative  virtue  of  this  medicine ; 
this  addition  is  faid  alio  to  render 
the  infufion  lefs  apt  to  gripe,  or  oc- 
cafion  flatulencies. 

INFUSUM  SEN^E 

LIMONIATUM. 

INFUSION  of  SENA  nvith 

LEMON. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Sena,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Yellow  rind  of  lemon  peel,  frefh, 

one  ounce; 
Lemon    juice,    one    ounce,  by 

meafure ; 
Boiling  water,  one  pint. 
Macerate  them  together,  and  when 
cold,  ftrain  off  the  infufion. 
This  is  a  very  pleafant  and  fuf- 
ficiently  efficacious  purge  :  the  com- 
mittee inform  us,  that  it  is  the  moft 
agreeable  form  they  have  been  able 
to   contrive   for  the   exhibition  of 
fena,    to    fuch   as  are  more   than 
ordinarily    offended    with    its    fla- 
vour.    The  dofe  is  from  two  ounces 
to  four. 

INFUSI  SEN^E  UNCLE 
QUATUOR. 

A  FOUR-OUNCE  INFUSION 

cf  SENA. 

Edinb. 

Take 
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Take  of 

Sena,  three  drams ; 

Greater  water  figwort  leaves,  two 
drams ; 

Vitriol  ated  tartar, 

Ginger,  each  ten  grains ; 

Boiling  water,  four  ounces. 
Infufe  them   for  four   hours,    and 

then  ftrain   off    the    liquor   for 

ufe. 

The  greater  water  figwort  has 
been  discovered  to  be  the  Brazilian 
herb  iquetaia,  celebrated  as  a  Spe- 
cific corrector  of  the  flavour  of  fena  : 
that  plant  however  has  not  been 
found  from  experience  to  anfwer 
this  purpofe  fo  effe&ually,  as  it  was 
fuppofed  to  do,  before  it  was  com- 
monly known.  See  the  article  Se- 
na, in  the  fir  ft  part. 

DECOCTUM 

TAMARINDORUM 

cum  SENA. 

DECOCTION  of  TAMARINDS 

with  SENA. 

Edi?ib. 

Take  of 

Tamarinds,  fix  drams; 
Cryftals  of  tartar,  two  drams ; 
Sena,  one  dram ; 
Syrup  of  violets,  one  ounce  ; 
Water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Boil  the  water  with   the  tamarinds, 
in  an  earthen  veffel,  fo  long  that 
there  may  be  a   pint  of  ftrained 
liquor  ;    in    which,    whilft   hot, 
infufe  the  fena  for  a  night :  af- 
terwards   ftrain  off    the    liquor, 
and  add  to  it  the  fyrup  of  vio- 
lets. 
This  decottion  may  likewife  be  pre- 
•  pared  with  two,  three,  or  more 
times  the  quantity  of  fena, 
This   is  a  fufficiently  efficacious, 
and  not  difagreeable  purge.     The 
quantity  here  prefcribed,  is  intend- 
ed for  a  dole,  which  may  be  divid- 
ed into  three  or  four   parts,  to  be 
taken  at  Short  intervals,  as  the  fto- 
mach  will  bear  it. 
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AQUA  CALCIS   SIMPLEX. 
SIMPLE  LIME  WATER. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Quicklime,  oue  pound ; 

Water,  twelve  pints. 
Pour  the  water  gradually  upon  the 

lime,  and  when  the  ebullition  is 

over,    let    the  whole    ftand    to 

fettle ;     then    filter    the    liquor 

through  paper. 

AQUA  CALCIS  feu 
BENEDICTA. 

LIME  WATER. 
Edinh. 
Take  of 

Quicklime,  one  pound ; 

Warm  water,  one  gallon. 
Stir  them  well  together,  and  when 

the  lime  has  fubfided,  pour  Off 

the  clear  liquor,  which  is  to  be 

kept  in  clofeveffels. 
This  water  may  likewife  be  made 

from  calcined  oyfterfhelis. 

The  water  fhould  be  poured 
flowly  upon  the  lime,  otherwife  a 
kind  of  muddy  fubftance  forms  up- 
on the  outfide,  which  defends  it 
from  the  adion  of  the  menftruum. 
This  liquor  fhould  be  fet  in  a  cool 
place,  and  not  kept  too  long ;  for 
on  long  Handing,  great  part  of  what 
the  water  had  taken  up  from  the 
lime  will  be  feparated  in  form  of  a 
fine  white  cream. 

The  change  produced  by  this 
procefs  is  very  remarkable  :  not- 
withstanding the  extreme  acrimony 
of  the  quicklime  itfelf,  neither  the 
part  which  the  water  extracts,  nor 
that  which  is  left  behind,  nor  the 
vapour  which  exhales,  have  any 
confiderable  acrimony  :  the  remain- 
ing lime  is  ahnoft  infipid  ;  the  Solu- 
tion has  only  a  rough  drying  tafte  ; 
the  vapour,  being  catched,  proved 
almoft  merely  aqueous,  very  Slight- 
ly alcalefcent,  Though  quicklime, 
expofed  to  the  ftrongeft  fire  that 
our  furnaces  are  capable  of  giving, 

Suffers 
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fuffers  no  confiderable  lofs  of 
weight,  and  if  fully  calcined  at 
firft  undergoes  no  diminution  at 
all ;  yet  the  part  which  water  dif- 
folves,  when  thus  feparated  from 
the  reft,  totally  exhales  by  a  heat 
not  very  ftrong.  Some  have  re- 
ported, that  water  will  thus  difiblve 
and  volacilife  about  one  half  of  the 
lime,  but  there  is  not  near  fo  much 
taken  up  in  the  common  procefs 
for  making  lime -wafer ;  nor  have  I 
found  above  one  third  of  it  dif- 
folved  on  boiling  it  repeatedly  in 
frelh  parcels  of  water. 

Lime  water  has  been  found  of 
great  fervice  in  fcrophulous  and 
fcorbutic  complaints,  fome  kinds 
of  alvine  fluxes,  female  weaknefTes, 
and  other  disorders,  proceeding 
from  a  laxity  and  debility  of  the 
folids  ;  particularly  in  corpulent 
and  phlegmatic  habits.  It  is  given 
internally,  in  the  dofe  of  a  quarter 
of  a  pint,  three  or  four  times  a 
day ;  and  likewife  ufed  externally 
for  waftiing  foul  ulcers.  See  Calx 
Viva,  in  the  lirft  part,  page  102. 

AQUA  BENEDICTA 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND  LIME  WATER. 

Edmb. 

Take  of 

SaiTafras,   root  and  bark,  fhav- 

ed,  two  ounces ; 
Nutmegs,  three  drams  ; 
Liquorice,  iliced,  or  well  bruif- 

ed,  one  ounce ; 
Lime  water,    frelh  made,    four 

pints : 
Balfamic  fyrup,  two  ounces. 
Digeft  the  lime  water  with  the  roots 
and  nutmegs  for  two  days,  in  a 
clofe  vefTel ;    then  ftrain  the  li- 
quor, and  add  to  it  the  fyrup. 
This  compofition  is  taken  from 
Bates's    pharmacopeia ;     but    the 
raifins,  there  ordered,  are  here  o- 
mitted,  as  they   never  fail  to  fer- 
ment and  fpoil  the  medicine :  the 


balfamic  fyrup,  is  not  liable  to  this 
inconvenience. 

AQUA  CALCIS  MINUS 
COMPOSITA. 

LIME  WATER  LESS 
COMPOUNDED. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Liquorice,  one  ounce ; 
Saflafras  bark,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Simple  lime  water,  fix  pints. 
Macerate    without    heat    for    two 
days,  and  then  ftrain  off  the  li- 
quor.      »   -" 

AQUA  CALCIS  MAGIS 

COMPOSITA. 

LIME  WATER  MORE 

COMPOUNDED, 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Guaiacum  wood,  fhaved,  half  a 
pound ; 

Liquorice,  one  ounce ; 

SaiTafras  bark,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Coriander  feeds,  three  drams  ; 

Simple  lime  water,  fix  pints. 
Macerate   without    heat     for   two 

days,  and  then  ftrain  off  the  li- 
quor. 

This  laft  water  has.  been  ufed 
for  fome  time  in  our  hofpitals,  un- 
der the  title  of  AQUA'  LIBE- 
RANS.  The  guaiacum  does  not 
communicate  fo  much  of  its  vir- 
tue as  might  be  wifhed  :  fome  have 
therefore  propofed  boiling  it  in  the 
lime  water  before  the  other  ingre- 
dients are  added  ;  but  though  this 
treatment  more  perfectly  extracts 
the  virtues  of  the  wood,  it  greatly 
injures  thofe  of  the  lime  water. 

In  all  thefe  compofkions,  the 
additional  articles  take  off  the  ill 
flavour  of  the  lime  water,  render  it 
more  grateful  both  to  the  palate 
and  ftomach,  and  at  the  fame  time 
confiderably  promote  its  medicinal 
efHcacy,  eipecially  when  intended 
againft   cutaneous    diibrders,    and 

foul- 
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foulnefs  of  the  blood  and  juices. 
They  may  be  taken  in  the  fame 
quantities  as  the  fimple  lime  water, 
and  continued  for  ibme  time ;  the 
patient  keeping  moderately  warm 
iluring  their  ufe. 


TINCTURA  ROSARUM. 
"TINCTURE  OF  ROSES. 
Take  of 

Red  rofe  buds,    freed  from  the 
white  heels,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Strong  fpirit  (called   oil)  of  vi- 
triol, one  fcruple  ; 

Boiling  water  two  pints  and  a 
half; 

Double  refined  fugar,  one  ounce 
and  a  half. 
Firft  mingle  the  fpirit  of  vitriol  with 

the  water,  in  a  glafs,  or  glazed 

earthen  veffel,  and  in  this  mix- 
ture macerate  the  rofes ;    when 

the  liquor  is  grown  cold,  flrain 

it,  and  add  the  fugar. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Red  rofes,  cleared  from  the  heels, 
one  ounce ; 

Spirit  of  vitriol,  one  dram  ; 

Boiling  water,   four  pints  ; 

White  fugar,  four  ounces. 
Mix  the  acid  fpirit  with  the  water, 

and  infufe  the  rofes  therein  for 

four  hours ;  then  filter  the  tinc- 
ture, and  add  to  it  the  fugar. 

Some  have  diredled  the  oil  of  ftrongly  recommended, 
vitriol  to  be  dropt  upon  the  rofes 
before  the  water  is  put  to  them : 
but  this  method  is  certainly  faulty, 
for  fuch  of  the  rofes  as  this  cauftic 
liquor  falls  upon  undiluted,  will  be 
burnt  up  by  it,  and  have  their  tex- 
ture deftroyed.  Others  have  made 
an  infufion  of  the  rofes  in  water 
firft,  and  then  added  the  acid,  from 
an  apprehenfion  that  if  this  acid  is 
added  to  the  water,  it  would  weaken 
its  power  as  a  menftruum;  but,  as 
the  committee  obferve,  whatever 
the  acid  fpirit  will  hinder  the  water 
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from  extracting,  it  muft  precipi- 
tate, if  added  afterwards ;  though 
in  this  preparation,  the  oil  of  vi- 
triol bears  lb  fmall  a  proportion  to 
the  water,  that  its  effedt,  in  this 
refpecl,  will  be  very  little.  The  in- 
fufion fhould  be  made  in  a  glafs, 
or  Hone-ware  veffel,  rather  than  a 
glazed  earthen  one,  for  the  acid 
will  be  apt  to  corrode  the  glazing 
of  the  latter. 

This  tinclure  is  of  an  elegant  red 
colour,  and  makes  a  very  grateful 
julep  in  all  cafes  that  require  mild 
coolers  and  fubaftringents  :  it  is 
well  fuited  for  drinking  after  bo- 
lufes,  or  eleclaries  of  the  bark ; 
and  likewife  makes  a  good  gargle. 

TINCTURA  MENTHA. 
TINCTURE  OF  MINT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Simple    fpearmint    water,     one 

pint: 
Spearmint  leaves  dried,  one 
ounce. 
Let  them  fteep  together  in  a  clofe 
veffel,  fet  in  a  warm  place,  for 
four  hours,  and  then  flrain  the 
tinclure. 

This  tindlure  is  very  rich  in  the 
virtues  of  the  mint,  and  proves 
much  fuperior  as  a  medicine  to  the 
cohobated  water,  which  fome  have 


TINCTURA  RHABARBARI. 
TINCTURE  of  RHUBJRB. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Rhubarb,    cut  and  bruifed,  one 

ounce  ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  half  a  dram; 
Cochineal,  one  fcruple ; 
Small  cinnamon  water,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  for   a  night  in  a  warm 
place,  and  then  flrain  out  the  tinc- 
ture for  ufe. 
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Chapter    XIV. 
A     C     E     T     A. 

VINEGARS. 


INEGAR  is  rarely  appli- 
ed as  a  menfh'uum  for  me- 
dicinal fubje&s.  It  extracts  the 
virtues  of  feveral  in  tolerable  per- 
fection ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  its 
acidity  makes  a  notable  alteration 
in  them,  or  fuperadds  a  virtue  of  a 
different  kind.  Some  drugs  how- 
ever, vinegar,  for  particular  pur- 
pofes,  excellently  affifts,  or  coin- 
cides with,  as  fquills,  garlic,  am- 
moniacum,  and  others :  and  in 
many  cafes,  where  this  acid  is  it- 
felf  principally  depended  on,  it 
may  be  advangeoufly  impregnat- 
ed with  the  flavour  of  certain  ve- 
getables ;  moll  of  the  odoriferous 
flowers  impart  to  it  their  fragrance, 
together  with  a  fine  purplifh,  or 
red  colour:  violets,  for  inftance, 
if  frefh  parcels  of  them  are  infufed 
in  vinegar  in  the  cold  for  a  little 
time,  communicate  an  exceeding 
pleafant  flavour;  though  they  do 
not,  as  Neuman  and  his  commen- 
tator affirm,  tinge  it  of  a  blue 
colour. 

ACETUM  ROSATUM. 
VINEGAR  of  ROSES. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Red  rofes,  clipped  from  the 
white  heels,  and  dried,  one 
pound  ; 

Strong  vinegar,  one  gallon. 
Expoie  them  to  the  fun  in  a  clofe 


veffel,  for  forty  days,  and  then 

ftrain  off  the  liquor. 

This  is  fcarce  otherwife  made 
ufe  of  than  for  embrocating  the 
head  and  temples,  in  fome  kinds 
of  head-achs,  &c.  in  which  it  has 
now  and  then  done  good  fervice. 

ACETUM  RUTACEUM. 

VINEGAR  of  RUE. 

Edinb. 

This   is   made  [from  the   tops  of 

rue]  after  the  fame  manner  as 

the  foregoing. 

It  Hands  recommended  as  an  an- 
tipeftilential ;  but  is  little  regarded 
in  the  prefent  pra&ice,  and  not 
often  kept  in  the  fhops. 

ACETUM  SAMBUCINUM. 
VINEGAR  of  ELDER. 

Edinb. 
This  is  made  after  the  fame  manner, 
ffrom  the  flowers  of  elder.] 
Some  have  had  a  great  opinion 
of  this  vinegar  in  contagious  dif- 
eafes,  both  as  a  prefervative  and 
cure  :  the  medicine  is,  no  doubt, 
of  confequence  as  <vinegar,  though 
not  as  a  preparation  of  elder. 

ACETUM  SCILLITICUM. 
VINEGAR  of  SQUILLS. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Dried  fquills,  one  pound  ; 
Vinegar,  fix  pints. 

Mace- 
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Macerate  the  fquills  in  the  vinegar 
with  a  gentle  heat;  then  prefs 
out  the  liquor,  and  fet  it  by  till 
the  feces  have  fubfided  ;  the  vi- 
negar being   afterwards  poured 
off,  add  to  it  about  one  twelfth 
its  quantity  of  proof  fpirit,  that 
it  may    keep  the  longer  from 
growing  mothery. 
It  fhould  feem  mo  ft  convenient 
to  add  the  fpirit  before  the  vinegar 
is  decanted  j  for  by  this  means,  the 
purification  is  accelerated  and  ren- 
dered more  perfect  ;  and  the  liquor 
prevented  from  growing  foul  a  fe- 
cond  time,  which  it  is  apt  to  do 
upon    the   affufion   of   the    fpirit, 
however  carefully  it  may  have  been, 
depurated  before. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Squills,  cut  into  thin  flices,  one 

pound  ; 
Strong  vinegar,  fix  pints ; 
Expofe  them  to  the  fun  after  the 
manner  directed  for  making  vi- 
negar of  rofes ;  and  after- 
wards prefs  out  and  ftrain  the  li- 
quor. 

As  the  root  in  this  laft  prefcrip- 
fcion  is  intended  to  be  ufed  frefh, 
the  vinegar  proves  weaker  of  the 
fquills  than  the  firft :  a  pound  of 
the  freih  fquill  is  not  equivalent  to 
three  ounces  when  dry.  Vinegar 
has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  a 
corrector  of  fquills,  that  is,  to  di- 
minifh  their  virtue :  but  this  does 
not  appear  from  experience,  the  a- 
cid-ity  of  the  liquor  only  rendering 
the  pungent  bitternefs  of  the  root 
fomewhat  lefs  perceivable. 

Vinegar  of  fquills  is  a  medicine 
of  great  antiquity ;  we  find  in  a 
treatife  attributed  to  Galen,  an  ac- 
count of  its  preparation,  and  of 
many-  particular  virtues  then  af- 
cribed  to  it.  It  is  a  very  powerful 
ftimulant,  aperient,  and  attenuater 
of  tenacious  juices :  and  hence  is. 


frequently  ufed,  with  good  fuc- 
cefs,  in  diforders  of  the  breafl  pc- 
cafioned  by  a  load  of  thick  vifcid 
phlegm,  for  promoting  urine  in 
hydropic  cafes,  &c.  See  the  feftion 
of  acrids,  page  60.  The  dofc  of 
this  medicine  is  from  a  dram  to 
half  an  ounce  :  where  crudities  ab- 
ound in  the  firft  paffages,  it  may 
be  given  at  firft  in  a  larger  dofe, 
to  evacuate  them  by  vomit.  It  is 
moft  conveniently  exhibited  along 
with  cinnamon  or  other  agreeable 
aromatic  waters,  which  prevent  the 
naufea  it  would  oth.erwife,  even 
in  fmall  dofes,  be  apt  to  occafion. 

ACETUM  THERIACALE, 
TREACLE  ViNEGA.R. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Venice  or    Edinburgh    treacle, 
one  pound  ; 

Strong  vinegar,  four  pints. 
Digeft  them   together    in   a  very 

gentle  heat  for  three  days,  and 

then  ftrain  out  the  vinegar  for 

ufe. 

This  medicine  has  been  greatly 
celebrated  in  acute  and  contagious 
difeafes,  as  a  fudorific  and  alexi- 
pharmac.  Some  have  chofen  to 
employ  the  vinegar  as.  a  vehicle, 
rather  than  as  a  menftruum,  for 
the  theriaca ;  in  either  cafe,  it  is 
indifputably,  for  fundry  purpofes, 
an  ufeful  addition.  To  half  an 
ounce  by  meafure  of  the  compo- 
fition  here  prefcribed,  there  goes 
fomewhat  more  than  half  a  grain ' 
of  opium  ;  though  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  the  medicine  has  all 
the  effeft  which  might  be  expefied 
from  that  article. 

ACETUM   LITHARGYRITES. 
VINEGAR  of  LITHARGE. 

Edinb. 
D  d  Take 
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Take  of 

Litharge  of  gold,  four  ounces  $ 

Strong  vinegar,  one  pint. 
Pigeft  in   a    fand  heat    for    four 

days,  frequently  making  them  : 

then  filter  the  liquor  for  ufe. 

This  liquor  may  be  looked  up- 
on as  a  folution  of  faccharum  Ja- 


turni,  of  which  already ;  fee  page 
324.  It  is  only  ufed  externally 
as  a  cofmetic,  againft  cutaneous 
eruptions,  rednefs,  inflammation, 
&c.  But  even  here,  it  is  not  void 
of  danger  :  there  are  examples  of 
its  continued  ufe  having  occafione4 
fundry  ill  confequences. 


Chap« 
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Chapter    XV. 


¥    I     N     A. 
WINES. 


TH  E  original  intention  of  me- 
dicated wines  was,  for  exhi- 
biting medicines,  which  were  to  be 
continued  for  a  length  of  time,  in 
the  moil  familiar  and  agreeable 
form;  by  this  means,  a  courfe  of 
remedies  was  complied  with,  not- 
•withibanding  the  repugnance  and 
averfion  which  the  fick  often  mani- 
feft  to  thofe  dire&ly  furnilhed  from 
the  fnops ;  and  hence  the  inferior 
fort  of  people  had  their  medicated 
ales.  Neverthelefs,  as  vinous  li- 
quors excellently  extract  the  virtues 
of  feveral  fimples,  and  are  not  ill 
fitted  for  keeping,  they  have  been 
employed  as  officinal  menftrua  aifo  ; 
and  fubftances  of  the  greatefr.  effi- 
-cacy  are  trufted  in  this  form. 

VINUM  ALOETICUM 
ALCALINUM. 
ALCALWE  JLOETIC  WINE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Any    fixt    alcaline    fait,     eight 

ounces  ; 
Socotorine  aloes, 
Saffron, 

Myrth,  each  one  ounce ; 
Sal  ammoniac  purified,  fix  drams ; 
Mountain  wine,  two  pints. 
^Macerate  without  heat  for  a  week 
or  longer}  then  filter  the  wine 
through  paper. 

This  is  the  ELIXIR  PROPRI- 
£TATIS    HELM0NT1I,     with 


fome  little  variations,  which  affect 
the  compounder  rather  than  the 
compofition.  It  is  obfervable,  that 
though  fal  ammoniac  is  ufed  as  an 
ingredient,  yet  the  preparation 
when  finifhed  does  not  contain  any; 
the  fame  change  happening  to  that 
fait  here,  as  in  the  diftillation  of 
the fyirftiis  falis  ammoniaci. 

Helmont's  elixir,  in  our  preced- 
ing pharmacopoeia  is  thus  direded: 
Take  of 
Red  tartar, 

Nitre,  each  twelve  ounces  ; 
White  wine,  two  pints  j 
Aloes, 

Saffron,   each   an  ounce  and  a 
half. 
Let  the  nitre  and  tartar  be  reduced 
into   powder,   and   the   mixture 
thrown   by  degrees  into  an  hot 
crucible :    when  fufficiently  cal- 
cined,   pour  the  matter   into   a 
glafs  mortar,  and  add  the  wine, 
io   as    to   make   a  ley  thereof; 
with  which  ley,  a  tindure  is  to 
be   drawn  from  the    aloes   and 
faffron. 
Take  alfo  of 

Sal  ammoniac,  eight  ounces ; 
Spring-water,  twenty  ounces ; 
White  wine,   one  pint: 
My;th,  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
Diffolve  the  fal  ammoniac  in  the 
water,  ftrain   the    folution,  and 
evaporate    it  to    drynefs.      One 
ounce  of  this  dry  fait  is  to  be 
D  d  z  dift 
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diffolved  in  the  wine ;  and  with 

this   folution,    draw   a  tin&ure 

from  the  myrrh. 
Mix  both  tinctures  together,  in  a 

clofe  velfel,  fo  as  to  make  them 

into  an  elixir. 

The  preparation  made  after  this 
troublefome  method  is  not  diffe- 
rent from  the  foregoing.  The  ni- 
tre and  tartar,  when  calcined  toge- 
ther, form  an  alcaline  fait,  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  the  ihops  „are  fup- 
plied  with  at  a  cheaper  rate.  . 

Helmont  and  others  have  enter- 
tained a  very  high  opinion  of  this 
medicine,  and  looked  upon  it  as 
"  a  vivifying  and  preferving  bal- 
"  fam,  capable  of  continuing  health 
"  and  prolonging  life  to  the  utmoft 
"  poffible  limits."  The  medicine 
is  doubtiefs  a  very  efficacious  and 
ufeful  one  for  many  purpofes :  it 
may  be  fo  managed  as  to  attenuate 
vifcid  juices  and  open  obftru&ions 
in  the  remoter  parts,  and  promote 
evacuation  by  almoft  all  the  e- 
muniftories  In  dofes  of  one,  two, 
or  three  drams,  it'increafes  the  u- 
rinary  fecretion  ;  and  if  the  patient 
is  kept  moderately  warm,  generally 
proves  diaphoretic  or  fudorific  ; 
in  larger  dofes,  it  gently  loofens 
the  belly. 

VINUM  AM  A  RUM. 
BITTER  WINE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Gentian  root, 

Yellow  rind  of  lemon  peel,  frelh, 

each  one  ounce ; 
Long  pepper,  two  drams ; 
Mountain  wine,  two  pints. 
Macerate  without  heat,  and  ftrain 
out  the  wine  for  ufe. 
This    is   a   very    elegant   bitter, 
"confiderably  warmer  than  the  wa- 
tery infufion.     Gentian  and  lemon 
peel,   as    we    have    already   feen, 
make  a  bitter   of  a  very  grateful 
flavour  :    "  the   fpice  here  added 


"  was   fele&ed  after   the  trial    of 
"  many  other  materials." 

VINUM  ANTIMONIALE. 
ANTIMONIAL  WINE, 
hotid. 
Take  of 

Crocus   of    antimony,    warned, 

one  ounce ; 
Mountain   wine,    a  pint  and  a 
half. 
Digeft  without  heat,  and  filter  the 
wine  through  paper. 

VINUM  EMETICUM. 
EMETIC  WINE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Crocus  metallorum,  one  ounce* 
Mountain  wine,  one  pint. 
Stir  them  well  together ;  then  let 
the  mixture  ftand  till  it  has  per- 
fectly fettled,  and  carefully  pour 
off  the  wine. 

However  carefully  the  fettling 
and  decantation  are  performed,  the 
filtration  of  the  wine  through  pa- 
per appears  to  be  neceffary,  left 
fome  of  the  finer  parts  of  the  cro- 
cus fhould  chance  to  remain  fuf- 
pendedin  fubftance.  It  is  not  here 
as  in  moft  other  wines  and  tinctures, 
where  the  matter  left  undiffolved 
by  the  menftruum  is  of  little  con- 
fequence :  the  antimonial  crocus, 
after  the  aflion  of  the  wine,  conti- 
nues as  virulent  as  ever,  and  ca- 
pable of  impregnating  frefh  parcels 
of  the  liquor  as  ftrongly  as  the 
firft ;  and  this,  in  appearance,  in- 
exhauftibly ;  yet  after  thirty  re- 
pleated  infufions,  it  has  been  found 
fcarce  fenfibly  diminifhed  in  weight. 
The  antimonial  wine  poflefTes 
the  whole  virtues  of  that  mineral, 
and  may  be  fo  dofed  and  managed, 
as  to  perform  all  that  can  be  ef- 
fected by  any  antimonial  prepara- 
tion ;  with  this  advantage,  that  as 
the  active  part  of  the  antimony  is 
here  already  diffolved  and  rendered 
mifcible 
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inifcible  with  the  animal  fluids,  its 
operation  is  more  conftant  and  cer- 
tain. Given  from  ten  to  fifty  or 
fixty  drops,  it  acfs  as  an  alterative 
and  diaphoretic ;  in  larger  dofes, 
as  a  diuretic  and  cathartic ;  whilft 
two,  three,  or  four  drams  prove  vi- 
rulently emetic.  It  has  been  chiefly 
uied  in  this  laft  intention,  in  fome 
maniacal  and  apoplectic  cafes ;  and 
hence  gained  the  name  of  emetic 
wine. 


VINUM  CHALYBEATUM. 
STEEL  WINE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Iron  filings,  four  ounces ; 

Cinnamon, 

Mace,  each  half  an  ounce  j 

Rheniih  wine,  four  pints. 
Macerate  without  heat  for  a  month, 

frequently    fhaking    the    veffel, 

then  ftrain  off  the  wine  for  ufe. 
Editih. 
Take  of 

Iron  filings,  three  ounces ; 

Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 

Rheniih  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  in  a  fand  heat  for  ten  days, 

and  then  pafs  the  wine  through  a 

filter. 

Both  thefe  wines  are  fufficiently 
elegant  ones  :  Rheniih  is  an  excel- 
lent menftruum  for  fteel,  and  dif- 
folves  a  considerable  quantity  of 
it :  the  cochineal,  in  the  fecond, 
imparts  a  fine  colour  1  and  thefpices, 
in  the  firft,  give  the  liquor  an  a- 
greeable  flavour,  make  it  fet  eafier 
on  the  flomach,  and  likewife  pro- 
mote its  medicinal  efficacy.  Some 
have  objected  to  the  ufe  of  heat; 
which  by  impregnating  the  men- 
ftruum  more  ftrongly  with  the  me- 
tal, renders  it  more  unpleafant  to 
the  tafte :  but  where  this  is  com- 
plained of,  the  remedy  is  eafy,  di- 
luting it  with  more  wine. 

Steel  wine  is  a  very  ufeful  pre- 
paration of  this  metal,    and  fre- 
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quently  exhibited  in  chlorotic  and 
other  indifpofitions  where  chaly- 
beates  are  proper.  Boerhaave  re- 
commends it  as  one  of  the  nobleft 
medicines  he  was  acquainted  with 
for  promoting  that  power  in  the 
body  by  which  blood  is  made,  when 
weakened  by  a  bare  debility  of  the 
over-relaxed  folids,  and  an  indo- 
lent, cold,  aqueous  indifpofition  of 
the  juices :  for  in  this  cafe,  fays  he, 
no  virtue  of  any  vegetable  or  ani- 
mal fubffance,  no  diet,  or  regi- 
men, can  effecT:  that,  which  is  ef- 
fected by  iron  :  but  it  proves  hurt- 
ful, where  the  vital  powers  are  al- 
ready too  flrong,  whether  this  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fluids  or  the  folids. 
The  dofe  is  from  a  dram  to  half 
an  ounce  ;  which  may  be  repeated 
two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Some  diredl:  folutions  of  iron 
made  in  wine  or  other  vegetable 
acids,  to  be  evaporated  to  the  con- 
fidence of  an  extradf,  under  the  ti- 
tle of  EXTRACTUM  MARTIS. 
Thefe  preparations  have  no  advan- 
tage, in  point  of  virtue,  above  the 
common  chalybeates ;  though  in 
fome  forms,  that  of  pills  in  particu- 
lar, they  may  be  rather  more  com- 
modioufly  exhibited,  than  moft  of 
the  officinal  chalybeates  of  equal 
efficacy.  They  may  be  made  into 
pills  by  themfelves,  and  are  tena- 
cious enough  to  reduce  other  fub- 
flances  into  that  form. 


VINUM  CROCEUM. 
SAFFRON  WINE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Saffron,   one  ounce; 
Canary,  one  pint. 
Macerate  without  heat,  and  ffrain 
off  the  wine. 

Canary  has  been  objected  to  by 
fome,  as  an  improper  menitruum 
for  medicinal  fimples,  fince  it  con- 
tains  a  large  quantity  of  tm&uous 

matter,  which  impedes  its  diflblvinp- 

Dj  a' 

u  ^  power  . 
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power  j  a  pint  of  this  fort  of  wine 
left,  upon  evaporation,  two  ounces 
of  a  mellagino us  fubftance,  not  un- 
like honey  boiled  hard.  It  is  ne- 
verthelefs,  for  fafFron,  a  very  well 
adapted  menftruum,  as  not  only 
fufhciently  loading  itfelf  with  its 
virtues,  but  likewife  coinciding 
in  the  general  intention  of  the  me- 
dicine, that  of  a  cordial.  The 
preparation  made  with  canary  is 
alio  better  fitted  for  keeping  than 
when  wines  that  have  any  tendency 
to  acidity  are  employed  ;  for  tin- 
ctures of  fafFron  drawn  with  thefe 
laft,  foon  lofe  their  fine  colour; 
whilft  thofe  made  with  the  firft  re- 
tain it  for  a  much  longer  time. 
The  dofe  of  this  tincture  is  from 
one  dram  to  three  or  more. 

VINUM  IPECACOANHA. 
WINE  of  IPECACOANHA. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Ipecacoanha,  two  ounces ; 
Yellow    rind    of  Seville  orange 

peel,  dried,  half  an  ounce ; 
Canary,  two  pints. 
Macerate  without  heat,  and  (train 
out  the  wine. 

TINCTURA  IPECACUANHA. 

TINCTURE    of  IPECACUANHA. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Ipecacuanha,    in   powder,    one 
ounce  j 

Cochineal,  one  fcruple ; 

Mountain  wine,  one  pint. 
After  two  days  digeftion,  let  the 

tincture  be  filtered  for  ufe. 

Both  thefe  wines  are- very  mild 
and  fafe  emetics,  and  equally  fer- 
viceable.  in  dyfenteries  alfo,  with 
the  ipecacoanha  in  fubftance ;  this 
root  yielding  nearly  all  its  virtues 
both  to  the  mountain  and  canary 
wines  here  ordered,  as  it  does  a 
good  fhare  of  them  even  to  aque- 
ous liquors.  The  orange  peel  in 
i 


the  firft  of  thefe  prefcriptions,  gives 
the  liquor  an  agreeable  flavour ; 
and  the  cochineal,  in  the  fecond 
imparts  a  fine  red  colour,  but  for 
this  reafon  has  been  by  fome  ob- 
jected to,  not  a  few  having  been 
alarmed  at  the  colour  of  what 
they  threw  up,  as  if  it  proceeded 
from  blood.  The  dofe  of  thefe  tin- 
ctures is  half  an  ounce,  more  or  lefs 
according  to  the  age  and'  ftrength 
of  the  patient. 

VINUM  VIPERINUM* 
VIPER  WINE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Dry  vipers,  two  ounces ; 

Mountain,  three  pints. 
Macerate  with  a  gentle  heat  for  a 

week,   and   then  ftrain    off  the 

wine. 

It  has  been  difputed  whether  live 
or  dry  vipers  are  preferable  for 
making  this  medicine  :  fuch  as  are 
moderately  and  newly  dried,  are 
perhaps  the  moft  eligible,  fince  by 
exficcation  they  feem  to  lofe  only 
their  phlegmatic  or  aqueous  parts. 
Whether  they  communicate  to  the 
wine,  either  when  ufed  frefh  or 
dry,  fo  much  virtue  as  they  are 
fuppofed  to  do,  is  greatly  to  be 
doubted.  Some  compofitions  un- 
der this  name  have  been  highly 
celebrated,  as  reftoratives,  in  debi- 
lities and  decays  of  conftitution  ; 
but  what  virtues  of  this  kind  they 
poftefled,  were  fupplied  chiefly  from 
other  ingredients. 

VINUM  MILLEPEDATUM. 
WINE  of  MILLEPEDES. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Live  millepedes,    bruifed,    two 

ounces  ; 
Rhenifh  wine,   one  pint. 
Infuie  them   together  for  a  night, 
and  afterwards  prefs  the  liquor 
through  a  ftrainer. 

This 


' 
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This  wine  lias  been  commended 
as  an  admirable  cleanfer  of  all  the 
vifcera,  yielding  to  nothing  in  the 
jaundice,  and  obftruftions  of  the 
kidneys  or  urinary  pafTages,  of  ex- 
cellent fervice  in  almoit  all  chro- 
nical diftempers,  even  in  fcrophu- 
lous  and  ftrumbus  fwellings,  and  in 
defluxions  of  rheum  upon  the  eyes. 
But  thofewho  expected  thefe  extra- 
ordinary virtues  from  it,  have  often 
been  deceived  j  and  at  prefent, 
there  are  few  who  have  any  great 
dependence  on  it.  It  is  directed  to 
be  given  from  half  an  ounce  to  two 
ounces. 


TINCTURA  CEPHALICA. 

CEPHALIC  TINCTURE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

PeOny  roots,  two  ounces ; 

Cafumunar, 

White   dittany   roots,    each   fix 
drams  ; 

Wild  valerian  root, 

Mifletoe  of  the  oak,  each   one 
ounce ; 

Peacock's  dung, 

Rofemary  flowers,  each  half  an 
ounce  $ 

French  white  wine,  fix  pints. 
Digeft  them  together  for  four  days, 

and  then  filter  the  tinflure. 

This  compofition  is  very  fingular 
with  regard  to  the  choice  of  its 
ingredients :  the  roots  of  cafumu- 
nar and  wild  valerian,  and  the  rofe- 
mary flowers,  are  indifputably  well 
chofen  ;  thefe  coincide  in  one  ge- 
neral intention  ;  and  feem  to  im- 
prove and  heighten  the  fmell,  tafte, 
and  virtue  of  each  other  ;  but  the 
peony  roots,  white  dittany,  and 
mifletoe  of  the  oak,  are  mere  ex- 
pletives, and  the  other  filthy  article 
is  too  ridiculous  an  one  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  medicinal  compofitions. 

Here  it  may  be  propeY  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  though  fome  of  the  di- 
flilled  waters,   formerly  fpoken  of, 
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receive  many  fupernumerary  ingre- 
dients, without  any  confiderable 
injury  to  the  produce;  yet  in  me- 
dicines prepared  by  infufion,  it  is 
far  othervvife.  For  there,  ingre- 
dients, which  give  nothing  over 
do  little  harm  :  but  as  all  thofe 
commonly  employed  in  infufions 
communicate  fomething  to  the  men- 
ftruum,  fo,  if  fuperfluous  ones  are 
admitted,  they  load  the  liquor  with, 
an  ufelefs  matter,  and  occupy  in  it 
the  place  that  ought  to  be  poflefled 
by  the  more  efficacious. 

TINCTURA  CEPHALICA 

PURGANS. 
PURGING  CEPHALIC 
TINCTURE. 
Edinb. 
This   is  made   by  adding    to   the 
foregoing,  of 
Sena,  two  ounces ; 
Black  hellebore  roots,  one  ounce  j. 
French  white  wine,  two  pints. 
The  title  of  this  medicine  exprefies 
the   purpofes    it   is    defigned   for. 
It  is  but  weakly  purgative. 

TINCTURA  HELLEBORt 
NIGRI. 

TINCTURE  of  BLACK 
HELLEBORE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Black     hellebore    roots ,     four> 

ounces ; 
Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 
Mountain  wine,  two  pints* 
Digeft  with  a  very  gentle  heat  for 
four    days,    and  then  filter   the 
tincture  forufe. 

This  tincture  is  nearly  fimilar  to 
the  tin&ura  melampodii,  drawn  with 
proof  fpirit,  of  which  hereafter. 

TINCTURA  RHABARBARI 
VINOSA. 

VINOUS  TINCTURE  of 
RHUBARB, 
Lend, 
D  d  4  Take 
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Take  of 

Rhubarb,  two  ounces ; 

Lefier    cardamom    feeds,    freed 
from  the  hulks,  half  an  ounce ; 

Saffron,  two  drams ; 

Mountain  wine,  two  pints. 
Macerate  without  heat,  and  then 

ftrain  off  the  tin&ure. 

This  is  a  warm,  cordial,  laxative 
medicine.  It  is  ufed  chiefly  in 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els, and  fome  kinds  of  loofeneffes  j 
for  evacuating  the  offending  matter, 
and  ftrengthening  the  tone  of  the 
vifcera.  It  may  be  given  from  half 
a  fpoonful  to  three  or  four  fpoon- 
fuls  or  more,  according  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  the  pur- 
pofes  it  is  intended  to  anfwer. 

TINCTURA  SACRA. 
Lond. 

Take  of 
Socotorine  aloes,  eight  ounces; 
Canella  alba,  two  ounces  % 
Mountain  wine,  ten  pints. 

Reduce  the  aloes  and  canella  fepa- 
rately  into  powder,  then  mix, 
and  pour  on  them  the  wine ; 
afterwards  macerate  without  heat, 
for  a  Week  or  longer,  occasion- 
ally Shaking  the  veffel;  laftly, 
ftrain  off  the  wine. 
It  will  be  convenient  to  mix  with 

r  the  powders  fome  white  fand, 
well  warned  from  dirt,  to  pre- 
vent the  aloes  from  concreting; 
which  it  is  apt  to  do  upon  being 
moiftened. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes  in  powder,  One 

ounce  j 
Leffer  cardamom  feeds, 
Virginian  fnakeroot,    each    one 

dram  ; 
Cochineal,  one  fcruple  ; 
Mountain  wine,    a   pint  and  a 
half. 

Digeft  in   a  very  gentle  heat  for 
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two  days,  and  then  ftrain  off  the 
tinclure. 

This  medicine  has  long  been  in 
great  efteem,  not  only  as  a  cathar- 
tic, but  likewife  as  aftimulus ;  the 
wine  diffolving  all  that  part  of  the 
aloes  in  which  thefe  qualities  re- 
fide,  a  portion  only  of  the  lefs 
aftive  refinous  matter  being  left. 
The  aromotic  ingredients  are  add  - 
ed,  to  warm  the  medicine,  and 
fomewhat  alleviate  the  ill  flavour 
of  the  aloes  :  canella  alba,  or  cloves  j 
are  faid,  among  numerous  mate- 
rials that  have  been  made  trial  ofj 
to  anfwer  this  end  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsfully.  The  fnakeroot  in  the 
fecbnd  of  the  above  prefcriptions^ 
feems  defigned  for  promoting  the 
ftimulating  virtue  of  the  aloes,  and 
thus  extending  its  aftion  to  farther 
purpofes  than  it  is  by  itfelf  capable 
of.  Probably  in  the  fame  inten- 
tion, afarum  was  made  an  ingre- 
dient in  our  former  pharmaco- 
poeias ;  in  the  edition  preceding 
the  prefent,  the  tin&ure  is  as  fol- 
lows : 
Take  of 

Aloes,  eight  ounces  j 
Afarum,- 
Cinnamon, 
Zedoary, 
Cardamom  feeds, 
Saffron,'  each  four  drams  j 
Cochineal,  a  fcruple ; 
Mountain,  ten  pints. 
Pour  the  wine  on  the  other  ingre- 
dients reduced  into  powder,  di- 
geft them  together,    and  after- 
wards ftrain  off  the  tinfture  for 
ufe. 

The  tinftura  facra  appears  from 
long  experience,  to  be  a  medicine 
of  excellent  fervice  in  languid, 
phlegmatic  habits,  not  only  for 
cleanfing  the  primae  viae,  but  like- 
wife  for  attenuating  and  diffolving 
vifcid  juices  in  the  remoter  parts, 
ftimulating  the  folids,  warming  the 
habit. 
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habit,  promoting  or  exciting  the 
uterine  purgations,  and  the  he- 
morrhoidal flux.  The  dofe,  as 
a  purgative,  is  from  one  to  four 
ounces,  or  more  :  it  may  be  intro- 
duced into  the  habit,  fo  as  to  be 
productive  of  excellent  effects,  as 
an  alterant,  by  giving  it  in  fmall 
dofes,  at  proper  intervals  j  thus 
managed,  it  does  not  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  operate  remarkably 
by  ftool ;  but  at  length  proves  pur- 
gative, and  occafions  a  lax  habit 
of  much  longer  continuance,  than 
that  produced  by  any  other  cathar- 
tic. 

TINCTtJRA  SERPENT ARLE 
COMPOS  ITA. 

COMPOUND  TINCTURE  of 
SNAKEROOT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  two  ounces ; 

Theriaca,  one  ounce  ; 

Cochineal,  one  dram ; 

Mountain  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  them  in   a  gentle  heat  for 

four  days,  and  then  ftrain  ofF  the 

tincture. 

This  tincture  is  a  powerful  alexi- 
pharmac  :  and  in  this  intention 
has  not  unfrequently  been  relied 
on,  in  malignant  fevers,  and  other 
cafes,  where  a  fweat  or  diaphore- 
fis  were  to  be  promoted.  Three 
ounces  of  it,  by  meafure,  contain 
about  half  a  grain  of  opium. 

TINCTURA  AD 
STOMACHICOS. 

STOMACHIC  TINCTURE.   . 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Galangal, 

Gentian  root* 

Zedoary, 

Orange  peel, 

Peruvian  bark,  each  two  ounces ; 

Wormwood  tops, 
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LefTer  centaury, 

Chamemel  flowers, 

Carduus  benedictus  feeds,   each 
one  ounce ; 

Iron  filings  (to  be  tied  up  in  a 
bag)  fix  ounces ; 

French  white  wine,  two  gallons. 
Digeft  for  the  fpace  of  four  days, 

and  then  filter  the  tin&ure. 
This  tincture  may  likewife  be  made 

without  the  iron. 

This  medicine  is  a  very  effica- 
cious one  for  the  purpofes  expref- 
fed  in  its  title ;  but  is  not  very 
agreeable  to  the  palate.  The  o- 
miffion  of  the  unneceffary  articles 
would  render  it  much  more  elegant 
and  grateful ;  viz.  calamus  aroma- 
ticus, galangal^  zedoary,  centaury  j 
the  wormwood  tops,  chamemel 
flowers,  and  carduus  feeds.  A 
tincture,  drawn  from  the  remain- 
ing ingredients,  proves  a  medicine 
cf  great  fervice  in  weaknefs  of  the 
ftomach  and  chylopoietic  organs, 
and  in  a  lax,  flaccid  ftate  of  the 
vifcera  in  general. 

TINCTURA  THEBArCA. 

THEBAIC  TINCTURE, 
Land. 
Take  of 

Strained  opium,  two  ounces  ; 

Cinnamon, 

Cloves,  each  one  dram  ; 

Mountain  wine,  one  pint. 
Macerate  without  heat  for  a  week, 

and  then  filter  the  tincture  thro' 

paper. 

This  is  the  LIQUID  LAUDA- 
NUM of  SYDENHAM,  with  the 
exchange  of  canary  wine  for  moun- 
tain, and  the  omiffion  of  an  ounce 
of  fafFron.  The  aromatics  in  the 
form  above  are  in  fo  fmall  quanti- 
ty, that  the  prefcriber  can  fcarce 
expert  any  coniiderable  effect  from 
them,  the  proportion  of  each  that 
goes  to  a  grain  of  opium,  amount- 
ing to  no  more  than  the  nxteenth, 
part  of  a  grain  :  even  thefe  minute 
proper- 
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proportions,  however,  are  in  good 
meafure  fufficient  to  take  off  the 
ill  odour  of  the  opium,  which 
feems  to  be  all  that  is  intended  by 
them. 

TINGTURA  OPII,  feu 

LAUDANUM  LIQUIDU1VL 

TINCTURE  of  OPIUM,  or 

LIQUID  LAUDANUM. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Crude  opium,  two  ounces ; 

Englifh  faffron,  one  ounce  j 

Canary  wine, 

French  brandy,  each  ten  ounces. 
Digefl:  them  together  in  a  gentle 

heat   of  fand,     and   afterwards 

ftrain  off  the  tintture. 

The  addition  of  proof  fpirit  in 
this  prefcription,  prevents  an  in- 
convenience, which  the  tinftures 
of  opium  made  either  in  vinous  or 
fpirituous  liquors  alone,  are  fubjedl 
to ;  viz.  throwing  out,  on  keep- 
ing, a  confiderable  part  of  the 
opium ;  which,  in  the  fpirituous 
tin&ures,  falls  to  the  bottom,  and 
in  the  vinous,  forms  a  cruft  towards 
the  furface,  about  the  fides  of  the 
glafs :  the  quantity  which  thus  fe- 
parates,  if  the  tinfture  is  long  kept, 
amounts  in  either  cafe,  to  about 
one  fourth  of  the  opium :  fo  that 
the  medicine,  newly  made,  is 
perhaps  one  fourth  ftronger,  than 
after  it  has  been  kept ;  a  circum- 
ftance  certainly  of  great  confe- 
quence,  though  not  taken  notice 
of  by  any  pharmaceutical  writer  we 
have  confulted,  except  the  com- 
mentator on  the  Edinburgh  phar- 
macopoeia. 

With  regard  to  the  virtues  of 
thefe  preparations,  they  have  none 


diftindl  from  thofe  of  fimple  opium  5 
the  quantity  of  additional  ingre- 
dients in  the  largeft  dofe  that  can 
be  ventured  on,  being  two  incon- 
fiderable  to  produce  any  fenfible 
effect.  The  faffron  has  been  look- 
ed upon  as  a  corrector  of  opium* 
but  the  ill  qualities  it  was  fuppofed 
to  correct,  are  merely  imaginary. 
The  principal  advantages  of  exhi- 
biting opium  in  this  form  are,  that 
by  being  already  diffolved,  it  ex- 
erts itfelf  the  fooner  in  the  body  ; 
and  that  by  fome  perfons,  liquids 
are  more  commodioufly  taken, 
than  a  bolus  or  pill.  The  common 
dofes  of  thefe  tinctures  are  from 
ten  drops  to  forty,  fifty,  or  more, 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
cafe.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that 
the  dofe  could  be  more  exaftly 
afcertained,  by  weight  or  meafure ; 
as  the  drops  may,  according  to  dif- 
ferent circumftances,  vary  in  quan- 
tity, though  in  number  the  fame  ; 
and  as  an  error  therein  may,  in 
fome  cafes,  be  of  mifchievous  con- 
fequence. 

A  liquid  opiate,  free  from  the 
inconveniencies  here  complained 
of,  will  be  given  at  the  end  of 
chapter  xvii. 

NOTE. 
To  all  the  foregoing  wines,  after 
they  have  been  flrained,  you 
may  add  about  one  twentieth 
their  quantity  of  proof  fpirit,  to 
preferve  them  from  fermentation. 
They  may  be  conveniently  kept 
in  the  fame  kind  of  glafs  bottles 
that  wines  generally  are  for  com- 
mon ufes,  which  fiiould  likewife 
be  corked  with  the  fame  care. 


Chap- 
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.Chapter  XVI. 
TINCTURE     SPIRITUOSiE. 

S  P  IRITUOUS    TINCTURE  S. 


E  C  T I  F I E  D  fpirit  of  wine 
diflblves  the  volatile  oih  and 
refins  of  vegetables  (in  which  their 
fmell,  and  not  unfrequently  their 
taftes  refide ; )  whilft  water  acts 
more  immediately  on  the  mucilagi- 
nous and  faline  matter.  Proof  fpirit, 
which  is  a  mixture  of  thefe,  equally 
affects  both.  Thus  a  compound 
of  gum  and  refm,  as  ammoniacum, 
which  rectified  fpirit  and  water, 
fingly,  difTolve  only  in  part,  is  to- 
tally taken  up  by  proof  fpirit :  the 
more  phlegmatic  the  menftruum, 
the  more  gummy  and  faline  matter 
it  will  difTolve  ;  and  the  ftronger, 
the  more  refin. 

Hence,  in  whatever  proportion 
the  foluble  parts  of  any  vegetable 
are  blended  together;  a  fpirit  may 
be  fo  adjufted  thereto  by  art,  as  en- 
tirely to  diifolve  the  whole,  and 
conlequently  to  extract  all  the  vir- 
tues of  the  fubject,  without  any  of 
the  ufelefs  or  woody  parts. 

Rectified  fpirit  may  be  tinged  by 
vegetables  of  all  colours  except 
blue,  the  leaves  of  plants  in  gene- 
ral, which  give  out  nothing  of 
their  natural  colour   to   watery  li- 


quors, communicate  to  fpirit  the 
whole  of  their  green  tinclure,  which 
for  the  moil  part  proves  elegant, 
though  not  very  durable. 

Fixt  alcaline  falts  deepen  the  co- 
lour of  fpirituous  tinctures ;  and 
hence  have  been  fuppofed  to  pro- 
mote the  diflblving  power  of  the 
menftruum,  tho'  this  does  not  ap- 
pear from  experience  :  in  the  trials 
that  have  been  made  to  determine 
this  affair,  no  more  was  found  to 
be  taken  up  in  the  deep  coloured 
tin&ures,  than  in  the  paler  ones,  and 
often  not  fo  much ;  if  the  alcali  be 
added  after  the  extraction  of  the 
tincture,  it  will  heighten  the  co- 
lour as  much  as  when  mixed  with 
the  ingredients  at  firft.  Nor  is  the 
addition  of  thefe  falts  in  making 
tinctures,  ufelefs  only,  but  likewife 
prejudicial :  as  they,  in  general, 
injure  the  flavour  of  aromatics  and 
fuperadd  a  quality,  fometimes  con- 
trary to  the  intention  of  the  medi- 
cine —  Volatile  alcaline  falts,  in 
many  cafes,  promote  the  action  of 
the  fpirit.  Acids  almoft  univerfally 
weaken  it. 


General  rules  for  extracting  tinftures  \  from   the  Edinburgh 
-pharmacopoeia. 


The  vegetable  fubftances  ought  to 
be  moderately  and  newly  dried, 
unlefs  they  are  exprefly  ordered 


otherwife.  They  fhould  like- 
wife  be  cut  and  bruifed,  before 
the  menftruum  is  poured  on 
them. 

II.  If 
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II. 

If  the   digeftioh    is  performed   in 
balneo,    the  whole  fuccefs   de- 
pends   upon  a   proper  manage- 
ment of  the  fire  :  it  ought  to  be 
all  along  gentle,  unlefs  the  hard 
texture  of  the  fubjeft  fhould  re- 
quire it   to    be   augmented ;  in 
which  cafe  the  heat  may  be  in- 
creafed  fo  as  to  make  the  men- 
ilruum  boil  a  little,  towards  the 
end  of  the  procefs. 
III. 
Very  large  circulatory  veffels  ought 
to  be  employed  for  this  purpofe, 
which  fhould  be   heated  before 
they  are  luted  together. 
A  commodious  circulatory  may 
be  compofed  of  two  long- necked 
matrafles  or  boltheads  ;  the  mouth 
of  one  of  which  is  to  be  inferted  in- 
to that  of  the  other,  and  the  junc- 
ture fecured  by  a  piece  of  wet  blad- 
der.   The  ufe  of  heating  the  veffels 
is,  to  expel  a  part  of  the  air,  which 
otherwife,    rarefying    in  the   pro- 
cefs, would  endanger  burfiing  them, 
or  blowing  off  the  uppermoft  ma- 
tras. 

IV. 
The  veffel  is  to  be  frequently  fhak- 
en  during  the  digeftion. 
V. 
All  tincWes  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
fettle  before  they  are  committed 
either  to  the  filter  or  ftrainer. 
VI. 
In  the  tinftures  (and  diflilled  fpirits 
likewife)   defigned    for    internal 
ufe,  no  other  fpirit  (drawn  from 
malt,  melaffes,  or  other  ferment- 
ed matter)  is  to  be  ufed,    than 
that  exprefly  prefcribed. 

TINCTURA  AMARA. 
BITTER  TINCTURE. 
hand. 
Take  of 

Gentian  root,  two  ounces; 
Yellow   rind   of   Seville  orange 

peel,   dried,   one  ounce; 
Letter   cardamom    feeds,    freed 


from  the  hufks,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digefl  without  heat,  and  flrain  off 

the  tinfture. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  fpirituous 
bitter.  As  the  preparation  is  de- 
figned for  keeping,  lemon  peel,  an 
excellent  ingredient  in  the  watery 
bitter  infufions,  has,  on  account  of 
the  perifliablenefs  of  its  flavour,  no 
place  in  this.  The  cardamom  feeds 
are  here  a  very  commodious  ingre- 
dient, as  in  this  fpirituous  men- 
ftruum,  they  are  free  from  the  in- 
convenience which  they  are  attend- 
ed with  in  other  liquor,  of  render- 
ing them  untranfparent.  The  Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia  has  a  compo- 
fition  fimilar  in  intention  to  this, 
under  the  title  of 

ELIXIR  STOMACHICUM. 
STOMACHIC  ELIXIR. 
Take  of 

Orange  peel,  frefh, 

Gentian,  each  two  ounces  5 

Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 

French  brandy,  two  pints. 
Let  them  fteep  for  three  days,  and 

then  filter  the  elixir. 

Both  thefe  medicines  are  ufeful 
ftomachic  bitters :  their  virtues  as 
fuch,  may  be  feen  under  the  head 
of  bitters,  in  page  621. 

TINCTURA  AROMATICA. 
AROMATIC  TINCTURE. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  fix  drams ; 
Letter   cardamom    feeds,    freed 
from  the  hufks,  three  drams ; 
Long  pepper, 
Ginger,  each  two  drams ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digefl  without  heat,  and  then  ftrain 
'off  the  tin&ure. 

This  is  a  very  warm   aromatic, 

too  much  fo   to   be   given  without 

dilution.     A  tea  fpoonful   or  two 

may  be  taken  in  wine,  or  any  other 

conve- 
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Spirituous  Tin&ures. 


convenient  vehicle,  in  languors, 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  flatulen- 
cies, and  other  like  complaints. 
The  ftomachic  tincture  is  iimilar  in 
intention  to  this,  but  contrived  lefs 
hot  of  the  fpices,  that  it  may  be 
taken  by  itfelf. 

TINCTURA  BALSAMICA. 
BALSAMIC  TINCTURE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Balfam  of  Copaiba,  one  ounce ; 
of  Peru,  three  drams  ; 
of  Tolu,  two  drams  ; 

Benzoine,  half  a  dram  ; 

Englifh  faffron,  one  fcruple  ; 

Reclined  fpirit  of  wine,  one  runt. 
Digeft   thefe  ingredients   together, 

in   a  fand   heat,  for  four  days  ; 

and  then  pafs  the  tincture  thro'  a 

ftrainer. 

This  tincture  is  an  excellent  bal- 
famic,  both  for  internal  and  exter- 
nal purpofes.  It  is  ufually  exhi- 
bited, in  dofes  of  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  drops,  in  the  fluor  albus, 
gleets,  cachexies,  fome  kinds  of 
afthmas  and  nephritic 'complaints, 
for  ftrengthening  the  tone  of  the 
vifcera,  and  corroborating  the  ner- 
vous fyftem  in  general.  Some  cau- 
tion is  requifite  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
refmous  warm  medicines  :  in  cold, 
languid,  phlegmatic  habits,  they 
have  for  the  moll:  part  good  effects  '■, 
but  in  bilious  and  plethoric  confti- 
tutions,  where  there  is  any  tendency 
to  inflammation,  or  immoderate 
heat,  they  are  manifeftly  prejudi- 
cial, and  raife  or  continue  febrile 
fymptoms. 

TINCTURA  BENZOINI. 

TINCTURE   of  BENZOINE. 
Take  of 

Benzoine,  four  ounces ; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  together  in  a  fand  heat 

for  three  or  four  days,  and  then 

decant  off  the  tincture. 
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This  tincture  Hands  recommend- 
ed in  afthmas,  and  other  diforders 
of  the  lungs,  in  dofes  of  from  twen- 
ty to  fixty  or  feventy  drops.  It  has, 
however,  been  principally  made 
ufe  of  externally,  as  a  cofmetic,  for 
clearing  and  fmoothing  the  fkin  : 
for  thefe  purpofes,  it  is  mixed  with 
a  large  proportion  of  water,  when 
it  forms  a  white  liquor  called  LAC 
VIRGINIS.  If  this  be  iuffered  to 
reft  for  fome  time,  the  benzoine 
precipitates,  in  form  of  a  white 
magiftery,  (of  a  very  pleafant  fmell, 
and  not  difagreeable  tafte)  which 
in  the  Brandenburgh  pharmaco- 
poeia, is  preferred  to  the  flowers  of 
benzoine,  as  being  free  from  the 
empyreumatic  flavour  which  thefe 
are  generally  attended  with.  The 
precipitation  is  directed  to  be  made 
with  rofe  water. 

TINCTURA 
CANTHARIDUM. 

TINCTURE  of  CANTHARIDES > 
Land. 
Take  of 

Cantharides,  bruifed,  two  drams; 
Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Digeft  them  together,    and  after- 
wards filter  the  tincture  through, 
paper. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Cantharides,  two  drams ; 
Balfam  of  Copaiba,  one  ounce ; 
Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Camphor,  two  drams ; 
Diftilled  oil  of  j  uniper  berries, 

one  dram ; 
Cochineal,  half  a  dram  ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  a   pint 
and  an  half. 
Digeft  the  cantharides   in  the  fpirit 
with  a  very  gentle  heat  for  two 
days ;  then  ftrain  off  the  liquor, 
and  add  to  it  the  balfam,  gum 
guaiacum,  and  cochineal.  Digelt 
again  in   a  fand   heat  for  four 

or 
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or  five  days  ;  and  laftly,  having 
{trained  off  the  tincture,  add  to 
at  the  camphor  and  diftilled  oil. 
Both  thefe  tin&ures  owe  their  vir- 
tues to  the  cantharides.  The  co- 
chineal is  ufed  in  each  only  as  a  co- 
louring ingredient :  the  additional 
articles  in  the  fecond  are  fuppofed 
partly  to  corredl  the  acrimony  of  the 
flies,  and  partly  to  promote  their 
medicinal  efficacy,  by  ftrengthening 
the  veffels,  &c.  But  their  quantity 
is  too  little  to  do  any  fervice  in  a 
medicine  limited  to  fo  fmall  a  dofe  ; 
and  yet  they  may  fo  far  thicken  the 
menftruum,  as  to  occafion  a  part  of 
the  cantharides  to  remain  fufpended 
in  it  in  fubftance,  efpecially  if  the 
tincture  is  paffed  only  through  a 
common  ftrainer. 

Thefe  tinctures  are  the  only  of- 
ficinal preparations  of  cantharides, 
defigned  for  internal  ufe.  They 
poffefs  nearly  the  whole  virtues  of 
the  fly  itfelf  ;  and  require  the  fame 
cautions  in  their  exhibition.  See 
the  article  CANTHARIDES  in 
the  foregoing  part,  page  105.  The 
ufual  dofe  is  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops. 

TINCTURA  CARDAMOMI. 
TINCTURE  of  CARDAMOMS. 

Lond. 
Take  of 

Letter  cardamom  feeds,  hufked, 
half  a  pound ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints, 
Digeft  without  heat,  and  flrain  the 

tincture. 

This  tincture  has  been  in  ufe  for 
a  confiderable  time,  though  now 
firft  received  into  the  difpenfatory. 
It  is  a  pleafant,  warm  cordial,  and 
may  be  taken,  along  with  any  pro- 
per vehicle,  from  a  dram  to  afpoon- 
ful  or  two. 

TINCTURA  CASTOREI. 

TINCTURE  of  CASTOR. 

LoiuL 


Part  II. 


Ruflia   caftor,     powdered,    two 
ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeft  for   ten  days  without  heat, 

and  ftrain  off  the  tincture. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Ruflia  caftor,    an  ounce  and  a 
half; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  with  a  gentle  heat  for 

four  days,  and  afterwards  ftrain 

•out  the  liquor. 

An  alcaline  fait  was  formerly 
added  in  this  laft  prefcription, 
which  is  here  judicioufly  re- 
jected, as  being  at  leaft  an  ufe- 
lefs,  if  not  prejudicial  ingredient. 
It  has  been  difputed,  whether  a 
weak  or  rectified  fpirit,  and  cold 
or  warm  digeftion,  are  preferable 
for  making  this  tincture.  To  de- 
termine this  point,  the  following 
experiment  has  been  brought. 
"  Some  fine  Siberia  caftor  having 
"  been  infufed  in  good  French 
"  brandy,  without  heat,  for  twenty 
"  days,  the  tincture  proved  very 
"  weak  :  on  the  fame  individual 
•"  caftor  (the  magma  or  refiduum 
"  of  the  former  tincture)  the  fame 
"  quantity  of  rectified  fpirit  was 
"  poured,  as  before,  of  brandy; 
"  and  after  a  few  hours  warm  di- 
"  geftion,  a  tincture  was  extract- 
"  ed  much  ftronger  than  the  0- 
"  ther."  But  this  experiment  is 
not  fadsfa&ory ;  the  effects  of  the 
twomenftrua,  and  of  heat,  having 
been  refpectively  compared  in  very 
different  circumftances.  From  the 
trials  which  we  have  made,  it  ap- 
pears, that  caftor,  macerated  with- 
out heat,  gives  out  its  finer  and 
moft  grateful  parts,  to  either  fpi- 
rit, moft  perfectly  to  the  rectified  : 
that  heat  enables  both  menftrua  to 
extract  greateft  part  of  its  groffer 
and  more   naufeous   matter;    and 

that 
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that   proof  fpirit  extracts  this 
more  readily  than  rectified. 

The  tincture  of  caftor  is  recom- 
mended in  moil  kinds  of  nervous 
complaints,  and  hyfteric  diforders : 
in  the  latter,  it  fometimes  does  fer- 
vice,  though  many  have  complain- 
ed of  its  proving  ineffectual.  The 
dofe  is  from  twenty  drops  to  forty, 
fifty,  or  more. 

TINCTURA  CINNAMOMI. 

TINCTURE   of  CINNAMON. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 

Proof  fpirit,  a  pint. 
Digeft  without  heat,  and  ftrain  off 

the  tincture. 

This  tincture  pofTeffes  the  aftrin- 
gent  virtues  of  the  cinnamon,  as 
well  as  its  aromatic,  cordial  ones ; 
and  in  this  refpect  it  differs  from  the 
diftilled  waters  of  the  fpice. 

'  TINCTURA  CORTIC1S 
PERUVIANI  SIMPLEX. 
SIMPLE  TINCTURE  of 
PERUVIAN  BARK. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  four  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeft  and  ftrain. 

A  medicine  of  this  kind  has  been 
for  a  long  time  pretty  much  in 
efteem,  and  ufually  kept  in  the 
Ihops,  tho'  now  firft  received  into 
the  difpenfatory.  Some  have  em- 
ployed highly  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine  as  a  menflruum  ;  which  they 
have  taken  care  fully  to  faturate, 
by  digeftion  on  a  large  quantity  of 
the  bark.  Others  have  thought 
to  affift  the  adlion  of  the  fpirit,  by 
the  addition  of  a  little  fixt  alcaline 
fait ;  and  many  have  given  the 
preference  to  the  vitriolic  acid, 
which  was  fuppofed,  by  giving  a 
greater  confiftence  to  the  fpirit,  to 
guable  it  to  fuftain  more  than  it 
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would  be  capable  of  doing  by  it- 
felf ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  acid 
improves  the  medicine,  by  increaf- 
ing  the  roughnefs  of  the  bark. 
Each  of  thefe  preparations  have 
their  advantages  :  though  for  ge- 
neral ufe,  that  here  directed  is  the 
moft  convenient  of  any,  the  proof 
fpirit  extracting  nearly  all  the  vir- 
tues of  the  bark.  It  may  be  given 
from  a  tea  fpoonful  to  half  an  ounce 
or  an  ounce,  according  to  the  diffe- 
rent purpofes  it  is  intended  to  an- 
fwer.  See  PERUVIANUS  COR- 
TEX, page  178. 

TINCTURA  CORTICIS 

PERUVIANI    VOLATILIS. 

VOLATILE  TINCTURE  of 

PERUVIAN  BARK. 

Lo  nd. 

Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  four  ounces  ; 

Spirit  offal  ammoniac,  two  pints. 
Digeft  without   heat,    in    a    veffel 

clofe  ftopt ;  and  afterwards  ftrain 

the  tincture. 

This  tincture  is  but  lightly  im- 
pregnated with  the  virtues  of  the 
bark;  and  is  fo  acrimonious  that 
the  largeft  dofe,  which  can  with 
fafety  be  given  of  it,  can  contain 
only  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  the 
fubject.  The  medicine  neverthe- 
lefs  has  its  ufes,  and  may  be  fer- 
viceable  in  fome  cafes  where  the 
ftronger  are  improper,  as  in  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  obftructions, 
and  oppreffions  of  the  breaft. 
Stronger  tinctures  of  this  kind  may 
be  obtained  by  means  of  dulcified 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  or  the  fpi- 
rit prepared  with  quicklims.  All 
the  three  may  be  employed  where  a 
large  quantity  of  bark  is  not  requir- 
ed, as  at  the  clofe  of  the  cure  of 
intermittents,  in  weaknefs  of  di- 
geftion, attended  with  a  cold  fen- 
fation  at  the  ftomach,  and  fome 
fluxes,  particularly  thofe  from  the 
uterus,  where  the  circulation  is 
languid, 
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languid,  the  fibres  relaxed,  and 
where  there  is  a  periodical  return 
of  flight  feverifh  complaints.  In 
thefe  cafes,  I  have  often  experien- 
ced falutary  effects  from  a  tin&ure 
in  dulcified  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 
given  to  the  quantity  of  a  tea 
fpoonful  five  or  fix  times  a  day,  in 
any  appropriated  vehicle. 

TINCTURA  CORTICIS 

P'ERUVIANI  rcompofita]. 

[Compound]  TINCTURE  of 

PERUVIAN  BARK. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  three 
ounces ; 

Virginian  fnakeroot, 

Gentian,  each  two  drams ; 

French  brandy,  two  pints. 
Let  them    fteep  together  for   four 

days,    and  afterwards   filter  the 

tincture. 

The  fubftances  here  joined  to 
the  bark,  in  many  cafes  promote 
its  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  intermit- 
tents ;  and  not  unfrequently,  are 
abfolutely  neceffary.  In  fome  ill 
habits,  particularly  where  the  juices 
are  fluggilh  and  tenacious,  the  vif- 
cera  and  abdominal  glands  obftruct- 
ed,  the  bark,  by  itfelf,  proves 
unfuccefsful,  if  not  injurious ;  whilft 
given  in  conjunction  with  corrobo- 
rant ftomachics  and  deobltruents, 
it  rarely  fails  of  the  due  effect. 
Gentian  and  Virginian  fnakeroot, 
are  among  the  bell  additions  for 
this  purpofe ;  to  which  it  is  often 
neceffary  to  join  chalybeat  medi- 
cines alfo. 

TINCTURA  CROCI. 

TINCTURE  of  SAFFRON. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Englifh  faffron,  one  ounce  ; 
French  brandy,  one  pint. 
After  digefting  them  for  three  days, 


let  the  tincture  be  ftrained  out  for 

ufe. 

This  tincture  is  fimilar  in  virtue 
to  the  faffron  wine.  A  fpirituous 
menftruum  is  here  preferred  to  the 
wine,  as  a  tinfture  drawn  there- 
with, retains  its  elegant  colour 
longer,  and  is  not  apt  to  depofite 
in  keeping  any  part  of  what  it  had; 
taken  up  from  the  faffron.  The 
ffiops  have  been  accuftomed  to  em- 
ploy treacle  water  as  a  menftruum. 
for  faffron,  with,  a  view  to  the 
promoting  its  efficacy  in  the  inten- 
tion of  an  alexipharmac ;  but  the 
acid  in  that  compound  water  foon 
deftroys  the  colour  of  the  tincture. 

TINCTURA  FCETIDA. 
'  FETW  TINCTURE., 
hand. 
Take  of 

Afa  foetid  a,  four  ounces  ; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints* 
Digeft  andftrain. 

This  tin&ure,  now  firft  received; 
into  the  pharmacopoeia,  has  been, 
in  ufe  for  a  confiderable  time  :  it 
poffeffes  the  virtues  of  the  afa  foe- 
tida  itfelf;  and  may  be  given  from 
ten  drops  to  fifty  or  fixty.  It  was 
firft  propofed  to  the  college  to  be 
made  with  proof  fpirit:  this  diffolves 
more  of  the  afa  fcetida  than  a  rec- 
tified one,  but  the  tincture  proves 
turbid  ;  and  therefore  rectified  fpi- 
rit, which  extracts  a  tranfparent 
one,  is  very  juftly  preferred. 

TINCTURA  FULIGINIS. 

TINCTURE  of  SOOT. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Wood  foot,  two  ounces ; 
Afa  fcetida,  one  ounce; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeft  and  ftrain. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Shining  wood  foot,  one  ounce  ; 
Afa 
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Afa  fcetida,  half  an  ounce  ; 

French  brandy,  a  pint. 
Digeft  for  four  days,   and  ftrain. 

The  proof  fpirit  is  not  liable  to 
the  fame  objection  here  as  in  the 
foregoing  tincture  ;  for  when  foot 
is  added,  whate.-er  fpirit  be  em- 
ployed, the  tincture  will  not  prove 
tranfparent.  Fuller,  in  his  phar- 
macopoeia domeftica,  has  a  medi- 
cine under  the  title  of  HYSTE- 
RIC TINCTURE,  fimilar  to 
thefe,  only  with  a  little  myrrh, 
which  is  no  very  material  addition 
to  afa  fcetida  and  foot.  Thefe  me- 
dicines are  found  ferviceable,  not 
only  in  hyfteric  cafes,  but  like- 
wife  in  epilepfies,  and  other  ner- 
vous diforders. 

TINCTURA  GUAIACINA 

VOLATILIS. 

VOLATILE  TINCTURE  of 

GUAIACUM. 

Loud. 

Take  of 

Gum  guaiacum,  four  ounces  5 
Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  a  pint 
and  a  half. 
Digeft  without  heat,  in  a  veflel 
clofe  ftopt ;  and  afterwards  let 
the  tincture  be  paifed  through  a 
ftrainer. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  and  effica- 
cious tincture ;  the  volatile  fpirit 
excellently  difiblving  the  gum,  and 
at  the  fame  time  promoting  its  me- 
dicinal virtue.  In  rheumatic  cafes, 
a  tea  fpoonful,  taken  two  or  three 
times  a  day  in  any  convenient  ve- 
hicle, has  proved  of  lingular  fer- 
vice. 

TINCTURA  JALAPII. 

TINCTURE  of  JALAP. 
Land. 
Take  of 

jalap  root,   eight  ounces; 
Proof  fpirit,   two  pints. 
After   proper   digeftion,    {train  off" 
the  tincture. 


4T7 

This  tincture  is  an  ufeful  and 
mild  purgative,  the  menftruum, 
here  employed,  taking  up  fo  much 
of  the  gummy  parts,  as  corrects 
the  griping  quality  which  the  refin 
is  attended  with.  It  may  be  taken 
by  itfelf  from  a  dram  co  half  an 
ounce  ;  or  mixed  in  fmaller  quan- 
tities with  cathartic  infuftons,  or 
the  like. 

TINCTURA  TALAPPJE. 
TINCTURE  of  JALAP. 
Ed  1. nb. 
Take  of 

Jalap,   in  coarfe  pow'der;  thrde 
ounces ; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  in  a  gentle  heat  for 

eight  days,  and  then  ftrain  the 

tincture. 

This  is  an  almcfr  purely  refinous 
tincture,  and  therefore  never  to  be 
exhibited  by  itfelf.  It  is  common- 
ly given  in  mixtures  of  the  tinctura 
facra,  fyrup  of  buckthorn;  &c.  which 
mixtures  mould  not  be  very  liquid 
for  fear  of  precipitation. 

Some  have  preferred  to  the  tinc- 
tures of  jalap,  a  folutionin  fpirit  of 
wine  of  a  known  quantity  of  the  re- 
fin  extracted  from  the   root;    and 
obferve,  that  this  folutioh  is  more 
certain  in  ftrength  than  any  tincture 
that  can  be  drawn  from  the  root 
directly.       For,    as   the   purgative 
virtue  of  jalap  refides  in  its  refin, 
and  as  all  jalap  appears  from  expe- 
riment, not  to  be  equally  refinous, 
fome  forts  yielding  five,  and  others 
not  three  ounces  of  refin  from  fix- 
teen  ;  it  follows,   that  although  the 
root  be   always  taken  in  the  fame 
proportion  to  the  menftruum,   and 
the  menftruum    always  exactly  of 
the  fame   ftrength,  it  may   never- 
thelefs,  according  to  the  degree  of 
goodnefs  of  the  jalap,  be  impreg- 
nated with  different  quantities   of 
refin,  and  confequently  prove  dif- 
ferent in  degree  of  efficacy.     Tho' 
E  e  this 
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this  objection  againft  the  tinfture 
does  not  reach  fo  far  as  fome  feem 
to  fuppofe,  it  certainly  behoves 
the  apothecary  to  be  careful  in  the 
choice  of  the  root.  The  inferior 
forts  may  be  employed  for  making 
the  retina  jalapi,  which  they  yield 
in  as  great  perfection,  tho'  not  in 
fo  large  quantity,  as  the  belt  Neu- 
man  thinks  even  the  worm-eaten 
jalap  as  good,  for  that  purpofe,  as 
any  other. 

TTNCTURA  JALAPP^E 

COMPOSITA. 

COMPOUND    TINCTURE    of 

JALA?. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Jalap,   fix  drams  ; 

Black     hellebore    roots,     three 

drams ; 
Juniper  berries, 
Guaiacum    fhavings,   each   half 

an  ounce  ; 
French  brandy,    a    pint   and  a 
half. 
Digeft  for  three  days,   and  after- 
wards {bain  the  tincture. 
This  tinfture  requires  to  be  taken 
in  larger    quantity    than  either  of 
the    foregoing,  if  intended  to   aft 
fully  as  a   cathartic.     It  may,   in 
fome  cafes,    be    employed  to  ad- 
vantage, in  fmall  dofes,  as  an  alter- 
ant. 

TINCTURA  JAPONICA. 
JAPONIC  TINCTURE. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Japan  earth,  three  ounces ; 
Cinnamon,  two  ounces  ; 
Proof  fpirit,   two  pints. 
After  proper  digeition,  let  the  tinc- 
ture be  parTed  through  a  itrainer. 
A  tinfture  of  this  kind,   with  the 
addition  of  Peruvian  bark,  amber- 
gris   and   mufk  to  the  ingredients 
above  direfted,  has  been  for  fome 
time  kept  in  the  fhops.    The  form 
x 


here  received  is  preferable  for  ge- 
neral ufe;  where  any  other  ingre- 
dients are  required,  tinftures  of 
them  may  be  occafionally  mixed 
with  this  in  extemporaneous  pre- 
fcription.  The  cinnamon  is  a  very 
ufeful  addition  to  the  Japan  earth, 
not  only  as  it  warms  the  ftomach, 
&c.  but  likewife  as  it  improves 
the  roughnefs  and  aftringency  of 
the  other. 

This  tinfture  is  of  good  fervice 
in  all  kinds  of  defluxions,  catarrhs, 
loofenefles,  uterine  fluors,  and  o- 
ther  like  diforders,  where  mild  af- 
tringent  medicines  are  indicated. 
Two  or  three  tea  fpoonfuls  maybe 
taken  every  now  and  then,  in  red 
wine,  or  any  other  proper  vehicle. 

TINCTURA  LACCjE. 
TINCTURE  of  GUM  LAC. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Spirit  of  fcurvygrafs,  a  pint  and 

a  half; 
Gum-lac,  an  ounce ; 
Myrrh,   half  an  ounce  ; 
Oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium,  fo 
much    as   will   be    fuflicient    to 
make  the  powdered  gums  into 
a  parte. 

Let  this  parte  be  dried  by  a  gentle 
fire  ;  and  then  digefted  with  the 
fpirit,  in  a  fand  heat  for  four 
days :  after  which  ftrain  off  the 
tinfture  for  ufe. 

This  tinfture  is  principally  em- 
ployed for  {lengthening  the  gums, 
and  in  bleedings  and  fcorbutic  ex- 
ulcerations  of  them  :  it  may  be 
fitted  for  ufe  in  thefe  intentions, 
by  mixing  it  with  honey  of  rofes, 
or  the  like.  Some  recommend  it 
internally  againft  fcorbutic  com- 
plaints, and  as  a  corroborant  in 
gleets,  female  weakneffes,  &c.  Its 
warmth,  pungency,  and  manifeftly 
aftringent  bitterifh  tafte,  point  out 
its  virtues,  in  thefe  cafes,  to  be 
cor.Cderable ;  tho'  common  prac- 
tice, 
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tice,  among  us,  has   not   yet    re- 
ceived it. 

TINCTURA  FLORUM 
MARTIALIUM. 

TINCTURE  of  the  MARTIAL 
FLOWERS. 
Loud. 
Take  of  the 

Martial  flowers,  four  ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  pint. 
Divert  and  ftrain. 

TINCTURA  MARTIS. 
TINCTURE  of  IRON. 
Edinh. 
Take  of 

Iron  filings,  three  ounces  ; 
Dulcified  ipiritof  fait, two  pounds. 
Digeft  them  together  in    a  gentle 
heat  offand,  for  three  days,  and 
then  filter  the  tincture. 

TINCTURA  MARTIS  in 
SP1RITU  SAL1S. 
TINCTURE  of  IRON  in 
SPIRIT  of  SALT. 
Lond. 
Take  of 
Iron  filings,  half  a  pound  ; 
Glauber's    fpirit   of   fait,    three 

pounds ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  three 
pints. 
Digeft  the  iron  filings  in  the  fpirit 
of  fait,  without  heat,  as  long  as 
the  fpirit  ads  upon  the  iron  : 
after  the  feces  have  fubfided, 
evaporate  the  liquor  to  one 
pound,  and  add  thereto  the  vi- 
nous fpirit. 

All  the  tinctures  of  Heel  are  no 
other  than  real  folutions  of  the  me- 
tal made  in  acids,  and  combined 
with  vinous  fpirks.  The  three 
tinclures,  here  directed,  differ  from 
one  another  only  in  ftrength,  the 
acid  being  the  fame  in  all  :  the 
firft  is  the  weakeft,  and  the  laft  the 
ftrongeft.  The  Edinburgh  phar- 
macopceia  retains  only  the  fecond, 
which  is  a  very  flrong  one  ;  judg- 
ing it  needlefs  to  burthen  the  ihops 
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with  any  more,  as  this  may  be 
brought  down  to  any  degree  of 
weaknefs  by  dilution.  Some  have 
recommended  dulcified  fpirit  of  ni- 
tre as  a  menftruum ;  but  tho'  this 
readily  diflblves  the  metal,  it  does 
not  keep  it  fufpended. 

All  thefe  tinclures  are  greatly 
preferable  to  the  calces  or  croci  of 
iron,  as  being  not  only  more  fpeedv, 
but  likewife  more  certain  in  their 
operation :  the  latter,  in  many 
cafes,  pafs  off  through  the  intefti- 
nal  tube  without  effect  ;  whilft  the 
tinctures  fcarce  ever  fail.  A  tea 
fpoonful  or  two  may  be  taken  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  in  any  proper 
vehicle. 

TINCTURA  MELAMPQDIL 

TINCTURE  of 

MELAMPODIUM, 

or  black  hellebore. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Black     hellebore      roots,    four 

ounces ; 
Cochineal,  two  fcruples  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeft  them  together,    and    after- 
wards filter  the  tincture  through 
paper. 

This  is  perhaps  the  beft  prepa- 
ration of  hellebore  when  defigned 
for  an  alterative,  the  menftruum 
here  employed,  extracting  the 
whole  of  its  virtues.  Jt  has  been 
found,  from  experience,  particu- 
larly ferviceable  in  uterine  obftruc- 
tions  ;  in  fanguine  conftitutions, 
where  chalybeates  are  hurtful,  it 
fcarce  ever  fails  of  exciting  the 
menftrual  evacuations,  and  remov- 
ing the  ill  confequences  of  their 
fuppreffion.  So  great  is  the  power 
of  this  medicine  that  wherever, 
from  an  ill  conformation  of  the 
parts,  or  other  caufes,  the  expect- 
ed difcharge  does  not  fucceed  upon 
the  exhibition  of  it  ;  the  blood,  as 
Dr.  Mead  has  obferved,  is  fo  for- 
E  e  2  cibly 
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cibly  propelled,  as  to  make  its 
way  through  other  parages.  A 
tea  fpoonful  cf  the  tindlure  may  be 
taken  twice  a  day,  in  warm  water, 
cr  any  other  convenient  vehicle. 

TINCTURA  MYRRI-LE. 
TINCTURE  of  MYRRH- 
Lend. 
Take  cf 

Myrrh,  three  ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
After  due  digeilion,   ftrain  off  the 
tindlure. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 
Myrrh,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  a  pint; 
Oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  make 
the   powdered   myrrh   into  a 
parte. 
Exficcate  this  rr.afs  with  a  gentle 
foe,  pour   on  it  the  fpirit,   and 
digeil  them   together  in  a  fand 
heat  for  fix  days ;  then  iirain  off 
the  tindlure  for  ufe. 
The   pharmaceutical  writers   in 
general  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
no    good  tincture   can    be    drawn 
from  myrrh  by  fpirit  of  wine  alone, 
without  the  affiilar.ee  of  fixt  alca- 
line  falts.    Eutit  appears  from  pro- 
per  experiment?,    that  thefe    falts 
only   heighten   the  colour    of  the 
tindlure,  without  enabling  the  men- 
flruum    to  diffolve  any  more  than 
it  would   by  itfelf.     Rectified  fpi- 
rit extracts,  without  any  addition, 
all  that  part  of  the  myrrh,  in  which 
its  peculiar  fmell,  and  tafte  refide, 
viz.  the  reiln  ;   and  proof  fpirit  dif- 
folves  almoft  the  whole  of  the  drug 
except  its  impurities. 

Tindlure  of  myrrh  is  recom- 
mended internally  for  warming  the 
habit,  attenuating  vifced  juices, 
llrengthening  the  folids,  opening 
obtirudlions,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  uterine  veffek,  and  refilling 
putrefradlion.      Boerhaave  greatly 


efleems  it  in  all  languid  cafes,  pro- 
ceeding from  iimple  inactivity  ;  in 
thofe  female  diforders  which  are 
occasioned  by  an  aqueous,  mucous, 
fluggifli  indifpofition  of  the  hu- 
mours, and  a  relaxation  of  the 
veilels ;  in  the  fluor  albus,  and  all 
d;feafes  arifing  from  a  like  caufe. 
The  dofe  is  from  fifteen  drops  to 
forty  or  more.  The  medicine  may 
doubtlefs  be  given  in  thefe  cafes 
to  advantage ;  though  with  us,  it 
is  more  commonly  ufed  externally, 
for  clean fing  foul  ulcers,  and  exfo- 
liating carious  bones. 

TINCTURA  MYRRHyE  et 

ALOES. 

TINCTURE  o/MTRRH  and 

ALOES. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Myrrh,  in  powder,  two  ounces; 

Hepatic  aloes,   in   powder,    one 
ounce  ; 

Rectified     fpirit   of    wine,    two 
pints. 
Digeii  the  myrrh  with  the  fpirit  in 

a  fand  heat  for  eight  days  ;   then 

add  the  aloes,  and   continue  the 

digeilion   for  two   days   longer ; 

after  which,  let  the  tindlure  be 

ftrained  off. 

The  alcaline  lixivium,  added  in 
the  foregoing  tindlure  on  a  fuppo- 
fition  of  its  opening  the  texture  of 
the  myrrh,  is  here  very  judicionfiy 
omitfed,  as  being  not  only  ufelefs 
for  that  pnrpofe,  but  likewife  im- 
proper in  chirurgical  dreffings,  for 
which  only  this  tindlure  is  deligr.- 
ed.  The  myrrh  is  prudently  or- 
dered to  be  firfl  digefted  in  the  fpi- 
rit by  itfelf;  for  if  the  aloes  was 
put  in  along  with  it,  the  men- 
itruum  would  lb  load  itfelf  with 
the  latter,  as  fcarce  at  all  to  adl  ou 
the  myrrh. 

T I N  C'l '  U  R  A  R  HA  BARE  A  R I 
4RITU0SA. 
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SPIRITUOUS  TINCTURE  of 
RHUBARB. 

Laid. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,  two  ounces ; 

Leffer  cardamom  feeds,   hulked, 
half  an  ounce ; 

Saffron,  two  drams ; 

Frooffpirit,    two  pints. 
Digefl  without  heat,  and  ftrain  off 

the  tincture  far  ufe. 

TINCTURA  RKEI  AMARA. 

BITTER  TINCTURE  of 

RHUBARB. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Rhubarb,    one  ounce ; 

Gentian    root,   a    dram   and    a 

half; 
Virginian  fnakeroot,  one  dram  ; 
Cochineal,    one  fcruple ; 
French  brandy,    one  pint. 
Digeil  for  two  days,  and  then  ftrain 

the  tinfture. 
This  tincture  may  likewife  be  made 
with  mountain  wine. 

TINCTURE  RHET  DULCIS. 

SWEET  TINCTURE  of 

RHUBARB. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Choice  rhubarb, 

Liquorice      fliced,     each     two 

ounces  ; 
Raifins  of  the  fun,  floned,  one 

ounce ; 
Canella  alba, 
LefTer    cardamoms,    each    two 

drams; 
French  brandy,  two  pints. 
Digeit  for  two  days  ;  and  then, 
having  ftrained  out  the  tinclure, 
add  to  it  three  ounces  of  white 
fugar  candy  in  powder,  and  di- 
geit again  until  the  fugar  is  dif- 
'iblved. 

Thefe  tinctures  are  defigned  ra- 
ther as  ftomachics  and  corroborants, 
than   as  purgatives. :   fpirituous  li- 
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quors  excellently  extract  thofe  parts 
of  the  rhubarb  in  which  the  two 
firfl  qualities  refide,  and  the  addi- 
tional ingredients  confiderably  pro- 
mote their  efficacy.  In  weaknefs 
of  the  ftomach,  indigeftion,  laxity 
of  the  interlines,  diarrhoeas,  colicky 
and  other  like  complaints,  thefe 
medicines  are  frequently  of  good 
fervice  :  thefecond  is  alfo,  in  many 
cafes,  an  ufeful  addition  to  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  in  the  cure  of  inter- 
mittent^, particularly  in  cachectic 
habits,  where  the  vifcera  are  ob- 
ftrucled.  In  thefe  intentions,  a 
fpoonful  or  two  may  be  taken  for 
a  dofe,  and  occafionally  repeated. 

TINCTURA  SATURN INA. 
SATURNINE  TINCTURE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Sugar  of  lead, 

Green  vitriol,  each  two  ounces ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Reduce  the  falts  feparately  into  a 
powder ;  then  add  the  fpirit,  and 
digefr.  them  together  without 
heat :  afterwards  filter  the  tinc- 
ture through  paper. 

TINCTURA 

ANTIPHTHISICA. 

ANTIPHTHISIC.I L  TINCTURE, 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Sugar  of  lead,  an  ounce  and  a 

half ; 
Vitriol  of  iron,  an  ounce  ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  a  pint. 
Let  a  tincture  be  extracted  without 
heat. 
The  reducing  of  the  falts  fepa- 
rately into  powder,   and    perform- 
ing   the    digeftion   without      heat, 
are  very   neceffary  circumfiances ; 
for  if  the  ingredients  are  attempt- 
ed to  be  pulverized  together,  they 
will  grow   foft  and  alrnoft  liquid  ; 
and  if  heat  is  made  ufe  of,  fcarce 
any  tincture  vviil  be  obtained. 

E  e  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  tinftures  are  fometimes 
given  from  twenty  to  thirty  drops, 
for  reftraining  immoderate  fecre- 
tions,  particularly  the  colliquative 
fweats  attending  heftic  fevers  and 
phthifical  diforders,  whence  the 
name  antiphthijical  tincture.  They 
are  undoubtedly  medicines  of  great 
efficacy  in  thefe  cafes,  but  too  dan- 
gerous ones  to  be  rafhly  ventured 
on.  Some  have  fuppofed,  that  they 
do  not  contain  any  of  the  fugar  of 
lead ;  but  experiments,  made  for 
that  purpofe,  have  fhewn  that  they 
do :  and  therefore,  the  London 
college  has  very  judicioufly  chang- 
ed the  title  of  their  tincture  into 
one  expreffing  its  being  a  prepara- 
tion of  lead. 

TINCTURA   SALUTIFERA. 
TINCTURE  of  HEALTH. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Angelica  root, 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Galangal, 

Gentian  root, 

Zedoary, 

Bay  berries, 

Lefler  cardamoms, 

Cinnamon, 

Long  pepper,  each  one  dram ; 

French  brandy,  two  pints. 
Let  them  fteep  together  for  three 

days,  and  then  filter  the  tinfture. 

This  compofition  has  efcaped, 
unaltered,  through  the  feveral  edi- 
tions of  the  pharmacopoeia  :  feve- 
ral of  its  ingredients  however  might 
very  well  be  fpared ;  fuch  are  the 
angelica,  calamus  aromaticus,  ga- 
langal, zedoary,  and  bayberries. 
A  tinfture  drawn  from  the  remain- 
ing articles  proves  an  agreeable, 
very  warm,  cordial,  ftomachic  bit- 
ter. The  medicine  however  is  not 
a  neceflary  one  in  a  difpenfatory 
containing  the  elegant  tiitBvra 
fimara  and  aromatica,  a  mixture 
of  which  will  abundantly  fupply  its 
place. 


TINCTURA  SEN.E. 
TINCTURE  of  SEN  J. 
hand. 
Take  of 

Raifins,  ftoned,  fixteen  ounces  \ 

Sena,  one  pound;. 

Caraway  feeds,  one  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Lefler  cardamoms,  hufked,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Proof  fpirit,  one  gallon. 
Digefr  without  heat,  and  then  (train 
the  tinfture. 

ELIXIR  SALUTIS. 
ELIXIR  of  HEALTH. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Sena,  two  ounces ; 

Choice  rhubarb, 

Sweet  fennel  feeds, 

Juniper  berries, 

Guaiacum   ihavings,    each  one 
ounce ; 

French  brandy,  three  pints. 
Digefl:  for  the  fpace  of  four  days  ; 

then  drain  off  the  tinfture,  and 

add  to  it  four  ounces  of  powder- 
ed fugar  candy. 

Both  thefe  tinftures  are  ufeful 
carminatives  and  cathartics,  efpe- 
cially  tothofe  who  have  accuftom- 
ed  themfelves  to  the  ufe  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors ;  they  oftentimes  relieve 
flatulent  and  colicky  complaints, 
where  the  common  cordials  have 
little  effect.  Several  preparations 
of  this  kind  have  been  offered  to 
the  public,  under  the  name  of 
DafhVs  elixir  :  the  two  above  are 
equal  to  any,  and  fuperior  to  moll: 
of  them.  The  guaiacum,  in  the 
lafl  of  the  above  formulae,  is  a  very 
ufeful  ingredient,  as  it  is  found  to 
have  very  good  effefts  when  joined 
with  purgatives  :  two  drams  of 
fena,  infufed  in  half  a  pint  ofde- 
coftion  of  guaiacum,  work  as 
brifkly  as  three  drams  infufed  in 
plain  water,  and  with  greater  eafc 
to  the  patient. 

TINC, 
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TINCTURA    SERPENTARUE. 

TINCTURE  of  SNAKE  ROOT. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  three  ounces; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeft  without  heat,  and  ftrain  off 
the  tincture. 

This  tincture  was  in  our  laft 
pharmacopoeia  directed  with  the 
tinilura  falls  tartari,  which  being 
now  expunged,  it  was  propofed  to 
the  college  to  employ  rectified  fpi- 
rit ;  but  as  the  heat  of  this  fpirit 
prevents  the  medicine  from  being 
taken  in  fo  large  a  dofe  as  it  might 
otherwife  be,,  a  weaker  fpirit  was 
made  choice  of.  The  tincture  made 
in  this  menftruum,  which  extracts  the 
whole  virtues  of  the  root,  may  be 
taken  to  half  an  ounce  or  more. 

TINCTURA  STOMACHIC  A. 
STOMACHIC   TINCTURE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Raifins,  ftoned,  four  ounces  ; 

Cinnamon,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Caraway  feeds, 

Leffer  cardamoms,  hufked, 

Cochineal,  each  two  drams  ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeft  without  heat,  and  ftrain  off 

the  tincture. 

This  is  a  moderately  warm  fto- 
machic  tincture,  much  more  plea- 
fant  than  the  USQUEBAUGH  of 
our  former  pharmacopoeias.  It 
may  be  taken  without  any  vehicle, 
in  the  quantity  of  half  an  ounce  or 
an  ounce. 

TINCTURA  STYPTIC  A. 

STYPTIC  TINCTURE. 
Eond. 
Take  of 

Green     vitriol,     calcined,     one 

dram ; 
French  brandy  (fuch  as  has  ac- 
quired a  yellowifh  tinge  from 
the  cafk)  two  pints. 
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Mix  them  together,  that  the  fpirit 
may  grow  black;  then  pafs  it 
through  a  iirainer. 
Some  have  fuppofed  that  no 
other  fpirit  than  French  brandy 
would  fucceed  in  ftriking  the  black 
colour,  for  which  this  tincture  is 
valued.  But  any  fpirit,  that  has 
gained  an  impregnation  from  the 
oak  calks,  which  thefe  liquors  are 
generally  kept  in,  or  from  other 
vegetable  aftringents,  will  equally 
exhibit  this  phenomenon ;  and 
French  brandy  will  not  do  it,  with- 
out fuch  afhftance.  The  title  of 
this  tincture  expreffes  its  medicinal 
intention.  The  celebrated  STYP- 
TIC OF  HELVETIUS  (which 
is  faid  to  be  the  fan.e  with  that  of 
EATON,)  differs  from  it  no  other- 
wife,  than  in  being  more  operofe 
in  composition.  They  are  recom- 
mended both  for  internal  ufe,  and 
for  reftraining  external  hemorra- 
gies :  their  virtues  depend  not  fo 
much  on  the  iron,  as  on  the  men- 
ftruum. 

TINCTURA  SUCCINI. 

TINCTURE  of  AMBER. 
Edlnb. 
Take  of 

Yellow  amber,  two  ounces  ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  twenty 

ounces ; 
Oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium  as 
much  as  is  fumcient  to  reduce 
the  powdered  amber  into  a 
pafte  ;  which  is  to  be  gently  ex- 
ficcated  :  then  pour  on  it  the 
fpirit,  digeft  in  a  fand  heat  for 
eight  days,  and  afterwards  filter 
the  tincture. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  prepara- 
tion of  amber,  of  a  grateful  balfa* 
mic  tafte,  and  fragrant  fmell. 
Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  and  others, 
ftrongly  recommend  it  in  diforders 
proceeding  from  a  lax  ftate  of  the 
folids  and  debility  of  the  nervous 
fyftem;  in  fuppreffions  of  the  men- 
E  e  4  fhual 
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ftrual  difcharges,  the  fiuor  albus, 
feminal  gleets,  rheumatic  com- 
plaints, and  fame  kinds  ofepilep- 
fies :  it  is  directed  to  be  taken  frcm 
ten  to  an  hundred  drops,  in  canary 
or  other  rich  wine.  The  medicine 
is  doubtlefs  an  efficacious  one  ; 
though  it  would  be  much  mere 
fo,  if  a  part  of  the  fpirit  was  drawn 
off,  i'o  as  to  leave  what  it  had 
extracted  from  the  amber,  con- 
centrated into  the  confluence  of  a 
balfam  :  a  tea  fpoonful  of  this  may 
be  taken  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  with  fugar,  or  in  any  con- 
venient vehicle.  The  fpirit  didd- 
led off,  which  is  impregnated  with 
the  amber  fmell,  may  be  referved 
for  extracting  a  fre/h  tincture'  ei- 
ther from  another  parcel  of  amber, 
or  from  that  remaining  after  the 
former  extraction:  by  degrees,  near- 
ly the  whole  of  the  amber  will  dif- 
folve  ;  the  lad  tincture,  if  reduced 
to  the  fame  thicknefs,  proves  as 
good  as  the  firft.  The  aicaline  li- 
quor may  be  omitted;  for  it  not 
only  does  not  promote  the  diilb- 
lution  of  the  amber,  but  likewife 
injures  the  medical  virtue  of  the 
preparation.  Scarce  any  of  the 
fubitances  that  have  been  made 
trial  of,  give  any  ccnliderable  af- 
fidance  to  fpirit  of  wine  in  diffoiv- 
ing  this  concrete,  except  the  aro- 
matic oil,  obtained  in  the  didilia- 
tion  of  this  fpirit  with  vitriolic- 
acid .  See  SP1RI1  US  VITRIOL! 
DULCiS. 

T1NCTURA  SUBORIFTCA. 

SUDORIFIC  'TINCTURE. 
Edvzb. 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  five  drams; 
Cochineal,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Ruffia  caitor,  one  dram  ; 
Engliih  faff, on,  two  fcruples  ; 
Opium,  one  fcruple  ; 
Spirit  of  Mindcrerus,  one  pint. 


Diged  them  together  in  a  gentle 
heat  for  three  days,  and  then 
pafs  the  tinclure  through  a 
drainer. 

This  is  a  very  efficacious  medi- 
cine for  the  purpofe  expreifed  in 
its  title ;  for  although  the  virtues 
of  cochineal  and  cador  are  difputa- 
ble,  thofe  of  the  fnakeroot,  faffron, 
and  opium,  are  of  the  mod  power- 
ful kind  :  the  menftruum  is  fuch  as 
will  not  only  extract  thofe  parts  of 
the  ingredients  in  which  their  vir- 
tues confid,  but  at  the  fame  time 
greatly  promotes  the  efficacy  of  the 
whole.  Half  an  ounce  of  the  tin- 
clure, by  meafure,  contains  five 
eighths  of  a  grain  of  opium. 

TTNCTURA  SULPHURIS. 
TINCTURE  of  SULPHUR. 
Take  of 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Hepar  fulphuris  (that  is,  a  mix- 
ture of  fulphur  and  fixt  alca- 
lde fait  fufed  together)  four 
ounces. 
Grind  the  hnpar  into  powder  whilft 
hot  from  the  fire,  add  to  it  the 
fpirit,  and  digeft  in  a  moderate 
heat  for  twenty  four  hours  ;  then 
pour  off  the  tincture  from  the 
feces. 

The  digedion  may  be  commo- 
diou/Iy  performed  in  a  glafs  re- 
ceiver :  put  the  fpirit  firft  into  the 
veffel  and  pour  the  hot  powder 
upon  it:  then  fhake  them  toge- 
ther ;  and,  to  prevent  the  exhala- 
tion of  any  part  cf  the  fpirit  du- 
ring the  digedion,  infert  a  glafs 
tube  into  the  mouth  of  the  re- 
ceiver. 

This  tinclure  is  of  a  rich  gold 
colour,  a  hot  aromatic  tafle,  and  a 
particular,  not  ungrateful  fmell. 
Its  virtues  are  thofe  of  a  warm  at- 
tenuating, aperient,  and  anti-acid 
medicine.  Some  have  recommend- 
ed   it  as  a   laft  refer:  in    phthifes 

and 
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and  ulcerations  of  the  lungs  j  but 
in  thefe  cafes  it  promifes  little  fer- 
vice,  and  has  been  fometimes  found 
prejudicial.  The  dofe  is  from  ten 
to  fixty  drops :  it  is  moil  commo- 
dioufiy  taken  in  canary  or  other 
rich  wines. 

TINCTURA  ANTIMONII. 

TINCTURE  of  ANTIMONY. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Any  fixt  alcaline  fait,  one  pound  ; 
Antimony,  half  a  pound  ; 
Rectified    fpirit    of  wine,     two 
pints. 
Reduce  the  antimony  into  powder, 
mix  it  with  the  fait,    and  melt 
them  together,  with  a  ftrong  fire, 
for  an    hour.     Then    pour    out 
the   matter,    pulverize    it,    add 
the  fpirit,    and   digeft  them  for 
three  or  four  days  :  after  which, 
ftrainoff  the  tincture  for  ufe. 
Edinb, 
Take  of 
Antimony, 

Nitre,  each  two  ounces  ; 
Salt  of  tartar,  four  ounces ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  two 
pints. 
Grind  the  antimony  and  nitre  into 
a  powder,  which  gradually  in- 
ject upon  the  fait  of  tartar  pre- 
viouily  fufed  in  a  crucible  by  a 
ftrong  fire.  Continue  the  fufion 
for  half  an  hour,  then  pour  out 
the  mixture  into  a  hot  and  dry 
iron  mortar.  Powder  the  mafs 
while  warm,  put  it  into  a  heated 
matras,  and  pour  thereon  the 
fpirit.  Digeft  them  together, 
for  eight  days,  in  a  gentle  heat 
of  fand  -,  and  then  filter  the  tin- 
cture. 

In  thefe  proceffes,  the  alcaline 
fait  unites  with  the  fulphur  of  the 
antimony,  into  a  hepar  ;  which 
communicates  to  the  fpirit  a  tincture 
fimilar  to  the  foregoing.     This  an- 
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timonial  tincture  is  fuppdfed  to 
contain  likewife  fome  of  the  regu- 
line  parts  of  the  mineral,  and  faid 
to  have  fometimes  provoked  a  puke 
when  taken  on  an  empty  ftomach, 
even  in  a  fmall  dofe.  It  ftands  re- 
commended, in  dofes  from  ten 
to  fixty  drops  or  more,  as  a  deob- 
ftruent,  promoter  of  urine,  and  pu- 
rifier of  the  blood. 

TINCTURA  ANTIMONII 

DIAPHORETICI. 
TINCTURE  of  DIAPHORETIC 
ANTIMONY 
Take  of 

Diaphoretic  antimony,     fixteen 

ounces ; 
Nitre,  four  pounds  ; 
Tartarized  fpirit  of  wine,  three 
pints. 
Let  the  antimony  and  nitre  be  finely 
powdered,  mixed,  injected  by  a 
fpoonful  at  a  time  into  a  red  hot 
crucible,    and   kept  in   a  ftrong 
melting  heat  for  half  an  hour. 
Then  pour    the  matter  into  a 
warm   iron   mortar,    powder   it 
whiltr,  hot,  and  immediately  add 
the    vinous    fpirit.     Digeft    for 
three  days,  and  filter  the  tincture 
for  ufe. 

This  tincture  is  recommended  for 
the  fame  purpofes  as  the  forego- 
ing, and  in  the  fame  dofe.  It  is 
very  fragrant  in  fmell,  and  agreea- 
ble to  the  tafte. 

TINCTURA  SALIS 
TARTARI. 

TINCTURE  of  SALT  of  TARTAR. 

Take  of 

Pure  fait  of  tartar,  fix  ounces. 

Melt  it  in  a  crucible  until  it  acquires 
a  red  colour  ;  pulverize  it  whilft 
hot,  and  immediately  pour  upon 
it,  in  a  ftrong  long-necked  ma- 
tras, as  much  rectified  fpirit  of 
wine  as  will  ftand  three  or  four 
inches  above  it :  digeft  for  feve- 

ral 
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•  ral  days,  in  a  pretty  ftrong  fand 
heat,  that  a  tincture  may  be 
obtained. 

This  preparation  is  taken  from 
the  preceding  edition  of  our  phar- 
macopoeia. It  has  been  ufhally 
expected  to  be  of  a  red  hue  ;  but 
(as  the  committee  obferve)  if  nei- 
ther the  fait  nor  the  fpirit  have  any 
oily  tincture,  the  fpirit,  though  it 
acquires  from  the  alcali  a  hot  pun- 
gent tafte,  will  fcarce  receive  any 
degree  of  colour,  unlefs  by  fome 
fpark  of  coal,  which  may  acciden- 
tally fall  into  the  crucible,  while 
the  fait  is  calcining.  For  this  rea- 
ibn,  this  tincture  has  been  ufually 
prepared  in  a  counterfeit  manner, 
by  adding  fome  portion  of  antimo- 
ny to  the  fait,  whereby  it  refem- 
bled  too  much  the  tincture  of  anti- 
mony for  both  to  be  retained  at 
the  late  revifal. 

TINCTURA  TOLUTANA. 
fINCTURE  of  BALSAM  of  TOW. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Balfam  of  Tolu,  an  ounce  and  a 
half ;       , 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  a  pint. 
Digeft  in   a  fand  heat,    until  the 

balfam  is  diflblved ;    and   then 

ftrain  the  tinciure. 

This  folution  of  balfam  of  Tolu 
poffeffes  all  the  virtues  of  the  bal- 
fam itfelf.  It  may  be  taken  inter- 
nally againft  rheumatic  pains,  fe- 
minal  and  other  weaknefles,  in  the 
dofe  of  a  tea  fpoonful  or  two,  in 
any  convenient  vehicle.  Mixed 
with  the  plain  fyrup  of  fugar,  it 
forms  an  elegant  baliamic  fyrup. 

TINCTURA  VALERIANAE 

SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLE  TINCTURE  of 

VALERIAN. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Wild'  valerian  root,  four  ounces  j 


Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
After  due  digeftion,  ftrain  off  the 

tincture. 

The  root  ought  to  be  reduced 
into  fine  powder,  otherwife  the 
fpirit  will  not  fufhciently  extract  its 
virtues.  The  tincture  proves  of  a 
deep  colour,  and  confiderably  ftrong 
of  the  valerian ;  though  it  has  not 
been  found  to  anAver  fo  well  in 
the  cure  of  epileptic  diforders,  as 
the  root  in  fubftance  exhibited  in 
the  form  of  powder  or  bolus.  The 
dofe  of  the  tincture  is,  from  half  a 
fpoonful  to  one  or  two  fpoonfuls. 

TINCTURA  VALERIANAE 

VOLATILIS. 

VOLATILE  TINCTURE  of 

VALERIAN. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  four  ounces  j 
Volatile    aromatic    fpirit,     two 
pints. 
Digeft  without  heat,    in   a  vefTel 
clofely    ftopt,     and     afterwards 
ftrain  off  the  tincture. 
The  volatile    fpirit   is   here   an 
excellent  menftruum,    and  at  the 
fame   time   confiderably   promotes 
the  virtues  of  the  valerian,  which 
in  fome  cafes  wants  an  afliltance  of 
this  kind.     The  dofe  may  be  a  tea 
fpoonful  or  two. 

TINCTURA  VERATRL 

TINCTURE  o/VERATRUMy 

or  white  hellebore. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

White    hellebore     root ,     eight 

ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Digeil  them  together,  and  filter  the 
tinciure  through  paper. 
This  tindiure  is  fometimes  ufed 
for  acuating  cathartics,  &c.  and  as 
an  emetic   in  apoplectic  and  ma 
niacal  diforders.     It  may  likewife 
be  fo  managed,  as  to  prove  a  pow- 
erful 
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erful  alterative  and  deobftruent,  in 
cafes  where  milder  remedies  have 
little  effect.  But  a  great  deal  of 
caution  is  requifite  in  its  ufe :  the 
dole,  at  firft,  ought  to  be  only  a 
few  drops  ;  if  confiderable  ,  it 
proves  violently  emetic  or  ca- 
thartic. 

BALSAMUM  GUAIACINUM, 
BALSAM  of  GUAIACUM. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Gum  guaicum,  one  pound  ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  three  drams  ; 
Reclined  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints 
and  a  half; 
Digeft  till  the  gum  is  diffolved,  and 
then  ftrain  off  the  balfam. 

ELIXIR  POLYCHRESTUM. 

ELIXIR  POLTCHREST, 

or  of  many  'virtues. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Gum  guaiacum,  fix  ounces ; 

Balfam  of  Peru,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Effential   oil    of    faffafras,    two 
drams  ; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft    the   fpirit,  with    the   gum 

and  balfam,  in  a  fand  heat  for 

four  days  ;    then   ftrain   out  the 

liquor,   and    add  to  it   the   di- 

ftilled  oil. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  me- 
dicines of  great  efficacy,  and  ca- 
pable of  anfwering  many  ufeful 
purpofes.  They  warm  and  ftrength- 
en  the  habit,  and  promote  infen- 
iible  perfpiration ;  and  hence  be- 
come ferviceable  in  rheumatic,  fcor- 
butic,  and  fcrophulous  diforders, 
particularly  where  the  patient  is  of 
a  cold  phlegmatic  temperament; 
as  alfo  in  gleets,  and  in  other  ill 
confequences  of  a  weak  relaxed 
ftate  of  the  folids.  Twenty  or 
thirty  drops  may  be  taken  two  or 
three  times  a  day  or  oftener,  in  any 
proper  vehicle. 
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BALSAMUM 
COMMENDATORIS. 
BAVME  DE  COMMANDEUR. 
Take  of 

Dry  Peruvian  balfam,  one  ounce ; 

Storax  in  the  tear,  two  ounces  ; 

Benjamin,  three  ounces ; 

Socotorine  aloes, 

Myrrh, 

Olibanum, 

Angelica  roots, 

St.    John's   wort  flowers,    each 
half  an  ounce  ; 

Spirit  of  wine,  two  pounds  eight 
ounces  by  weight. 
Let  them  ftand  together  in  the  fun 

during  the  dog-days,  in  a  glafs 

veffel,  clofely  ftopt ;  and  after- 
wards ftrain  out  the  balfam  thro' 

a  linen  cloth. 

This  balfam  has  been  inferted, 
with  little  variation,  in  fome  fo- 
reign pharmacopoeias,  and  likewife 
kept  a  fecret  in  private  hands,  un- 
der the  titles  of  Balfamum  Perfcum, 
balfam  of  Berne,  Waders  balfam, 
Friars  balfam,  jefuits  drops,  C5V. 
The  form  above  is  taken  from  the 
original  receipt,  publifhed  by  Po^ 
met  [hiftoire  des  drogues  edit.  2.  ii. 
56.)  It  ftands  grealy  recommend- 
ed, externally,  for  cleanfmg  and 
healing  wounds,  and  ulcers  even  of 
the  cancerous  kind,  for  difcufling 
cold  tumours,  allaying  gouty,  rheu- 
matic, and  other  cold  pains  and 
aches ;  and  likewife  internally,  for 
warming  and  ftrengthening  the  fto- 
mach  and  inteftines,  expelling  fla- 
tulencies, and  relieving  colicky 
complaints.  Outwardly,  it  is  ap- 
plied cold  on  the  part  with  a  fea- 
ther ;  inwardly,  a  few  drops  ar; 
taken  at  a  time,  in  wine  or  an/ 
other  convenient  vehicle. 

BALSAMUM 
TRAUMATICUM. 

TRAUMATIC,  or  VULNERARY 

BALSAM. 

Lond. 

Take 
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Take  of 

Benxoine,   three  ounces ; 
Storax,  fbained,  two  ounces ; 
Balfam  of  Tolu,  one  ounce  ; 
Socotorine  aloes,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Rectified    fpirit    of    wine,    two 
pints. 
Digeft,  that  the  gums  may  as  much 
as    pcffible    be    diffolved  ;    and 
then   firain   off  the   balfam    for 
ufe. 

This  is  an  elegant  reform  of  the 
preceding  compofition,  considera- 
bly more  fimpie,  yet  not  inferior 
in  efficacy.  The  balfam  of  Tolu 
fupplies,  with  advantage,  the  dry 
Peruvian  balfam,  a  drug  very  rare 
to  be  met  with  in  this  country  : 
the  olibanum,  myrrh,  andangehca 
roots,  here  omitted,  were  certainly 
fuperfluous  in  a  medicine  contain- 
ing fo  much  more  powerful  ma- 
terials ;  and  the  St.  John's  wort 
flowers  are  as  defervedly  thrown 
out,  as  having  little  elk  to  recom- 
mend them  than  prejudice  or  fuper- 
ftition. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Benzoine,  powdered,  three  oun- 
ces ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  one  ounce   and 

an  half ; 
Hepatic   aloes,  in  powder,  half 

an  ounce  ; 
Rectified    fpirit     of    wine,    two 
pints. 
Digeit  them  in  a  fand  heat,  for  the 
fpace  of  four   days  ;    and   then 
{brain  the  balfam. 
This  is  a  farther  contraction  of 
the  baume  de  eommandeur,  with- 
out any  injury  to  it  as  a  medicine, 
at  leaftwith  regard  to  the  purpofes 
for   which    the   title  fhews  it   de- 
figned.      Socotorine  aloes    is  here 
judicioufly  exchanged   for  the   he- 
patic, which  appears  from  experi- 
ence to  be  the  moil  ferviceabie  in 
external  applications. 


ELIXIR  ALOES. 
ELIXIR  of  ALOES- 
Land. 
Take  of 

Tinfture  of  myrrh,  two  pints; 
Socotorine  aloes, 
Saffron,  each  three  ounces. 
Digeit  them  together,  and  itrain  ofF 
the  tincture. 

ELIXIR  PROPRIETATIS. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Myrrh,  in  powder,  two  ounce? ; 
Socotorine  aloes,  an  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Englifh  faffron,  one  ounce; 
Reclined    fpirit     of    wine,    two 

pints  ; 
..Oil  of  tartar  per  deliquium,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  myrrh  into  a  foft  pafte,  which 
is  to  be  exficcated  by  a  gentle 
heat,  and  digefted  with  the  fpi- 
rit, in  a  fand  bath,  for  the  fpace 
of  four  days :  then  add  the  aloes 
in  powder,  and  the  faffron  ; 
continue  the  digeftion  for  two 
days  longer,  fuffer  the  feces  to 
fubfide,  and  pour  off  the  clear 
elixir. 

This  is  the  elixir  profrietatis,  of 
Faracelfus,  improved  with  regard 
to  the  manner  of  preparation.  The 
myrrh,  faffron,  and  aloes,  have  been 
ufually  directed  to  be  digefted  in 
the  fpirit  together ;  by  this  method, 
the  menftruum  foon  loads  itfelf 
with  the  latter,  fo  as  fcarce  to  take 
up  any  of  the  myrrh  ;  whilic  a 
tincture,  extracted  firft  from  the 
myrrh,  readily  difTolves  a  large 
quantity  of  the  others.  The  alca- 
line  fait,  ordered  in  the  fecond 
prescription,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote the  diffolution  of  the  myrrh, 
we  have  already  obferved  to  be 
ufeli  fs. 
This  medicine  is  greatly  recom- 
mended, 
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mended,  and  not  undefervedly,  as 
a  warm  Simulant  and  aperient.  It 
ilrengthens  the  itomach  and  other 
vifcera,  cleanfes  the  firft  paffages 
from  tenacious  phlegm,  opens  ob- 
ftrudions  in  the  remoter  veffeis, 
and  promotes  all  the  natural  fecre- 
dons.  Its  continued  uie  has  fre- 
quently done  good  fervice  in  ca- 
chectic and  icleric  cafes,  uterine 
obitructions,  and  "other  like  difor- 
ders ;  particularly  in  cold,  pale, 
phlegmatic  habits:  where  the  pa- 
tient is  of  a  hot,  bilious  confuta- 
tion, and  florid  complexion,  this 
warm  ilimulating  medicine  is  lefs 
proper,  and  fomecimes  prejudicial. 
The  dofe  may  be,  from  twenty 
drops  to  a  tea  fpoonful,  two  or  three 
times  a  day. 

ELIXIR  PROPRIETATIS  cum 

ACLUQ. 

ELIXIR  PROPRIETATIS  with 

ACID. 

Edinh. 

Take  of 

Myrrh,    in  'powder,    an    ounce 

and  a  half; 
Socotorine  aloes,  in  powder,   an 

ounce  .; 
Englifh  faffron,   half  an  ounce; 
Rectiried  fpirit  of  wine,  twenty- 
four  ounces ; 
Dulcified    ipirit    of   vitriol,    fix 
ounces. 
Digeft  them  in  a  fand  heat,  for  the 
ipace  of  four  days ;  and  having 
then  fuffered  the  feces  to  fubfide, 
pour  off  the  clear  elixir. 
Here  the  dulcified  ipirit  of  vi- 
triol is  very  judicioufly  fubftituted 
to  the  fpirit  of  fulphur,  ordered  in 
other  books  of  pharmacy  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  foregoing  preparation  ; 
for    chat    ftrong    acid    precipitates 
from  the  liquor  great  part  of  what 
it  had  before   taken  up  from   the 
other  ingredients.     This  elixir  pof- 
feffes    the  general  virtues  of    the 
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preceding ,  and  is  preferred  to 
it  in  hot  conititutions,  and  where 
the   juices    tend   to    a    putrefcent 


ELIXIR  PAREGORICUM 
PAREGORIC  ELIXIR. 

Land. 

Take  of 

flowers  of  benzoine, 

Opium  drained,  each  one  dram  : 

Camphor,  two  fcruples ; 

Effential  oil  of  anifeeds,  half  a 
dram  ; 

Rectiried    fpirit    of    wine,    two 
pints. 
Digeft  and  drain. 

This  elixir    is    taken  from  Le 
Mort,  with  the  omiffion   of  three 
unneceiTary  ingredients,  honey,  li- 
quorice, and  aicaline  fait.     It  was 
originally  prefcribed  under  the  title 
of    ELIXIR  ASTHMATICUM, 
which  it  did  not  ill  deferve ;  none 
of  the  officinal  compofitions  being 
equal  to  it  in  that  intention.     It  ex- 
,  cellently  allays  the  ticklings  which 
provokes  frequent  coughing ;    and 
yet   at   the    fame  time   opens  the 
bread,  and  gives  greater  liberty  of 
breathing  :  the  opium   procures  (as 
it  does  by  itfelf)  a  temporary  relief 
from   the  fymptoms ;  whilft  the  o- 
ther  ingredients  tend  to  remove  the 
caufe,  and  prevent  their  return.    It 
is  given  to   children,    againft  the 
chin-cough,  &c.  from  five  drops  to 
twenty  ;  to  adults,  from  twenty  to 
an  hundred.     Half  an    ounce,  by 
meafure,  contains  about  a  grain  of 
opium. 

ELIXIR  PECTORALE. 
PECTORAL  ELIXIR. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 
Balfam  of  Tolu,  two  ounces ; 
Benzoine,  anounce  and  a  h?.lf ; 
English  faffron,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Rectified 
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Re&ified  fpirit    of   wine,    two    - 
pints. 
Digeft  them  in  a  fand  heat  for  four 
days,    and    then    ftrain   off  the 
elixir. 

ELIXIR  VITRIOLI  ACIDUM. 

AC  ID  ELIXIR  of  VITRIOL. 
Land. 
Take  of  the 

Aromatic  tinclure,  one  pint ; 

Strong  fpirit  (called  oil)  of  vi- 
triol, four  ounces ; 
Mix  them  together,  and  after  the 

feces  have  fubfided,    filter    the 

elixir  through  paper. 

This  preparation  was  originally 
taken  from  Mynficht,  and  has  been 
ufually  diftinguifhed  by  his  name. 
It  is  here  prepared  in  a  fomewhat 
different  manner  from  that  dire&ed 
by  the  author  and  in  other  books 
of"  pharmacy  ;  the  oil  of  vitriol  and 
fpirit  of  wine  being  there  firft 
mixed  together,  and  then  digefted 
upon  aromatics :  when  thus  ma- 
naged, the  acid  difables  the  fpirit 
from  extracting  the  virtues  of  the 
aromatics,  and  indeed,  when  add- 
ed to  the  tincture,  as  here  or- 
dered, it  precipitates  great  part  of 
what  the  fpirit   had   before  taken 

Mynficht's  elixir  of  vitriol  is  di- 
rected in  our  preceding  pharmaco- 
poeia as  follows  : 
Take  of 

Cinnamon, 

Ginger, 

Cloves,  each  three  drams ; 

Calamus  aromaticus,  one  ounce  ; 

Galangal,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 

'  Sage> 

Mint,  each  half  an  ounce ; 

Cubebs, 

Nutmegs,  each  two  drams; 

Aloes  wood, 

Citron  peel,  each  one  dram. 
"Reduce   thefe    ingredients     into    a 

powder,  to  which  add,  of 


Sugar  candy,  three  ounces  ; 

Spirit   of  wine,    a   pint  and  a 
half; 

Oil  of  vitriol,  one  pint. 
Digeft  them  together    for    twenty 

days,  and  then  filter  the  tinclure 

for  ufe. 

Thefe  medicines  are  greatly  re- 
commended in  weaknefs  of  the 
ftomach  :  and  in  moll  cafes  of  this 
kind,  where  an  acid  does  not  al- 
ready prevail,  they  have  generally 
good  effedls.  Sometimes  they  have 
proved  ferviceable  after  bitters  had 
availed  nothing,  efpecially  in  great 
relaxations  from  debauches  and 
over-feeding.  Fuller  relates  (in  his 
medicina  gymnaftica)  that  he  was 
recovered,  by  Mynficht's  elixir, 
from  an  extreme  decay  of  conftitu- 
tion,  and  continual  retchings  to  vo- 
mit. It  may  be  given  from  ten  to 
thirty  or  forty  drops,  in  any  conve- 
nient vehicle,  once,  twice,  or  thrice 
a  day,  at  fuch  times  as  the  ftomach 
is  moft  empty. 

ELIXIR  VITRIOLI  DULCE. 

SWEET  ELIXIR  of  VITRIOL, 
Lond. 
Take  of  the 

Aromatic  tinclure,  one  pint ; 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol,   eight 
ounces  by  weight. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  is  deftgned  for  perfons  whofe 
ftomach  is  too  weak  to  bear  the 
foregoing  acid  elixir  ;  to  the  tafte, 
it  is  gratefully  aromatic,  without 
any  perceptible  acidity.  The  dul- 
cified fpirit  of  vitriol,  here  di- 
rected, occafions  little  or  no  pre- 
cipitation upon  adding  it  to  the  tin- 
clure. 

ELIXIR  VITRIOLI. 
ELIXIR  of  VITRIOL. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Dul- 
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Dulcified   fpirit  of  vitriol,    two 

pounds ; 
Effential   oil  of  mint,    half  an 
ounce ; 

of  lemon  peel, 
of  nutmegs,  each  two  drams. 
Gradually  drop  the  oils  into    the 
fpirit,  and  mix  the  whole  well 
together. 

This  elixir,  if  the  effential  oils 
are  good,  and  the  dulcified  fpirit 
made  as  it  ought  to  be,  (if  it  is 
not,  it  will  not  diffolve  the  oils) 
proves  a  very  elegant  and  grateful 
ftomachic,  fimilar  to  the  foregoing 
fweet  elixir  :  a  tea  fpoonful  of  ei- 
ther, taken  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  has  in  many  cafes  produced 
happy  effects. 

ELIXIR  MYRRFLE 
COMPOSITUM. 

COMPOUND  ELIXIR  of 
MTRRH. 

Loild. 

Take  of 

Extract  of  favin,  one  ounce ; 

Tinclure  of  caftor,  one  pint ; 

Tincture  of  myrrh,  half  a  pint. 
Digeft  them    together,    and    then 

flrain  the  elixir. 

This  preparation  is  improved 
from  one  defcribed  in  former  edi- 
tions of  this  work,  under  the  name 
of  ELIXIR  UTERINUM.  It  is 
a  medicine  of  great  efficacy  in  all  u- 
terine  obftructions,  and  inhypochon- 
driacal  cafes,  promotes  the  menfes, 
the  expulfion  of  the  fcetus,  and  the 
lochia.  It  may  be  given  from  five 
drops,  to  twenty  or  thirty,  or  more, 
in  pennyroyal  water,  or  any  other 
fuitable  vehicle. 

ELIXIR  SACRUM. 

Ed'mh. 
Take  of 

Socotorme  aloes,  in  powder, 


Spirituous  Ttntfures, 
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Choice  rhubarb,  cut  fmall, 

Bay  berries,    bruifed,   each  one 

ounce  ; 
French  brandy,  two  pints. 
Digeft  for  two  days,  and  then  ftrain 
the  elixir. 

ESSENTIA  AMBRiE. 
ESSENCE  o/JMBERGRIS, 

Take  of 

Ambergris,  two  drams ; 
Mufk,  twelve  grains ; 
Civet,  two  grains  -, 
Rectified   fpirit    of    wine,    four 
ounces. 

Digeft  them  together  in  a  water 
bath,  with  a  fmall  heat,  which 
is  to  be  gradually  increafed  un- 
til the  fpirit  boils,  and  kept  in 
this  ftate  for  a  little  time  :  when 
the  tinclure  is  grown  cold,  de- 
cant it  from  the  feces,  and  keep 
it  in  a  bottle  well  ftopt  for  ufe. 
This  efience  is,  to  fuch  people  as 

can  bear  perfumes,   an  exceeding 

high  cordial :  the  dofe  is  from  one 

to  ten  drops. 

ESSENTIA  ODORIFERA  alia, 
Another  ODORIFEROUS 

ESSENCE. 
Take  of 

Mufk,  ten  grains ; 

Civet,  five  grains  ; 

Balfam  of  Peru,  twelve  drops  1 

Oil  of  cloves,  four  drops  ; 

Oil  of  rhodium,  two  drops ; 

Salt  of  tartar,  half  a  dram  ; 

Rectified   fpirit    of    wine,    two 
ounces. 
Digeft  them    together    in    a  clofe 

veffel,  with  a  heat  equal  to  that 

of  the  fun  in  fummer,  for  feveral 

days ;    and   afterwards   pour  off 

the  effencefor  ufe. 

This  is  likewife  a  very  high  per- 
fume ;  a  fingle  drop  of  it  gives  a 
fine  flavour  to  many  ounces  of  other 
liquors. 

GUTTiE 
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GUTTLE  VITiE. 
DROPS  of  LIFE. 
Take  of 

Opium,  four  ounces; 
Saffron,  one  ounce ; 
Virginian  fnakeroot, 
Cochineal,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 
Nutmegs, 

Zedoary,  each  two  ounces ; 
Camphor,  one  ounce ; 
Tincture  of  diaphoretic  antimo- 
ny, one  pint ; 
Water,  two  pints. 
Digeil  the  opium  with  water  in 
a  fcalding  heat,  till  as  much  as 


poffible  of  it  is  dilfolved,  and 
pafs  the  folution  through  a 
itrainer.  Digeft  the  ether  ingre- 
dients in  the  antimonial  tinclure, 
for  three  or  four  days.  Mix 
both  liquors  together,  let  them 
ftand  in  digeftion  for  two  days 
longer,  and  after  the  feces  have 
fubfided,  pour  off  the  clear  for 
ufe. 

This  medicine  has  been  recom- 
mended as  preferable  to  the  com- 
mon opiates,  and  lefs  apt  to  leave  a 
naufea  on  the  ftomach  :  the  dofe  is 
from  ten  drops  to  forty  or  fifty. 


Ch. 


[  433  ] 


Chapter    XVII. 
MIXTURE; 

MIXTURES. 


JUF.EPUM  e  C AMPHORA. 

JULEP  of  CAMPHOR. 

Land. 

TAKE  of 
Camphor,   one  dram ; 
■  Double  refined    fugar,  half  an 
ounce; 
Boiling  vvater,  one  pint. 
Grind  the  camphor  firft  with  a  lit- 
tle rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  until 
it   grows   foft  ;    and   afterwards 
with  the  fugar,  till  they  are  per- 
fectly mixed  :   then  add  the  wa- 
ter by  little  and  little,   let  the 
mixture  cool  in  a  clofe  vefiel, 
and    laftly    pafs    it   through    a 
ftrainer. 

This  is  a  more  eafy  and  effectual 
way  of  mingling  camphor  with  a- 
queous  liquors,  than  grinding  it 
with  water  alone,  or  fetting  it  on 
fire,  and  then  quenching  it  in  wa- 
ter, as  directed  in  our  former  dif- 
penfatory,  and  in  other  books  of 
pharmacy:  though  even  this  me- 
thod is  liable  to  lbme  inccnvenien- 
cies ;  part  of  the  camphor  exhaling, 
unlefs  an  extraordinary  deal  of  care 
is  taken,  upon  the  affufion  of  the 
boiling  water  ;  and  part  remaining 
upon  the  flrainer.  The  julep  tallies 
ftrong  of  the  camphor,  and  may 
be  given,  in  cafes  where  this  drug 
is  proper,  in  the  dofe  of  a  fpoon- 
ful  or  two. 

JULEPUM  e  CRETA. 
CHALK  JULEP. 


Lond. 
Take  of 

The    whitefl:  chalk,    prepared, 
one  ounce ; 

Double  refined  fugar,  fix  drams  | 

Gum  Arabic,  two  drams ; 

Water,  two  pints. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  julep  is  defigr.ed  for  heart- 
burns and  other  like  difcrders  ari- 
fing  from  acid  juices  in  the  firft 
paffages.  The  ufe  of  the  gum  is 
to  give  a  greater  degree  of  confift- 
ence  to  the  water,  and  enable  it  to 
keep  the  powdered  chalk  fufpend- 
ed ;  and  likevvife  to  foften  and 
obtund  the  thin  acrimonious  hu- 
mours. 

JULEPUM  e  MOSCHO. 
MUSK  JULEP. 

Land. 
Take  of 

Damafk  rofe  water,  fix  ounces 

by  meafure; 
Mufk,  twelve  grains ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  one  dram." 
Grind  the  fugar  and  the  mufk  to- 
gether,  and    gradually    add   to 
them  the  rofe  water. 
This  is  an  improvement  upon  the 
HYSTERIC  JULEP  WITH 
MUSK  of  Bates.     Orange  flower 
water  is  directed  by  that  author  ; 
and  indeed  this  more  perfectly  co-  , 
incides  with  the   mufk    than   rofe 
water :  but  as  the  former  is  diffi- 
cultly procurable  in  perfe&ion,  the 
F  f  latter 
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latter  is  here  preferred.  The  ju- 
lep appears  turbid  at  firft ;  on 
Handing  a  little  time,  it  depofites 
a  brown  powder,  and  becomes 
clear. 

This  julep  is  a  ilrong  perfume. 
To  thole  who  can  bear  medicines 
of  this  clafs,  it  proves  of  great  fer-  . 
vice  in  lownefs,  faintings,  &c.  See 
the  article  MUSK,  in  the  materia 
medica,  page  162. 

EMULSIO  COMMUNIS. 

COMMON  EMULSION. 
Land. 
Take  of 
'Sweet  almonds,  blanched,   one 

ounce ; 
Gum  Arabic,  half  an  ounce ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  fix  drams ; 
Barley  water,  two  pints. 
Diffolve  the  gum  in  the  barley  wa- 
ter warmed  ;   as  foon  as  the  wa- 
ter  is   grown    throughly    cold, 
pour  it  by  little  at  a  time  upon 
the  almonds  and  fugar,  firft  beat 
together,    continuing    to    grind 
the  whole,  that  the  liquor  may 
grow  milky  ;  after  which,  it  is  to 
be  paffed  through  a  ftrainer. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

The  four  greater  cold  feeds,,  one 

ounce ; 
Sweet  almonds,  blanched,  half 

an  ounce ; 
White  fugar,  two  drams  5 
Simple    cinnamon    water,    one 

ounce ; 
Common  water,   two  pints. 
Beat  the  almonds  with  the  feeds  in 
a  marble  mortar,  and  gradually 
pour  on  them -the  common  wa- 
ter, working  the  whole  well  to- 
gether.    Then  ftrain  off  the  li- 
quor, and  add  to  it  the  cinna- 
mon water  and  the  fugar. 
If  three  drams  of  gum  avabic  be 
previoufly  diffolved  in  the  water, 
the  preparation  is  called  EMUL- 
4 
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Arabic  e>- 


SIO  ARABICA,  the 

mulfion. 

Great  care  fhould  be  taken,  that 
neither  the  feeds  nor  the  almonds 
are  become  rancid  by  keeping ; 
which  will  not  only  render  the  e-  l 
mulfion  extremely  unpleafant,  a 
circumflance  of  great  confequence 
in  a  medicine  that  requires  to  be 
taken  in  large  quantities,  but  like- 
wife  give  it  Tome  injurious  qualities 
little  expected  from  preparations  of 
this  clafs.  Thefe  liquors  are  prin- 
cipally made  ufe  of  for  diluting 
and  obtunding  acrimonious  hu- 
mours ;  particularly  in  heat  of  u- 
rine  and  ftranguries  arifing  either 
from  a  natural  fharpnefs  of  the 
juices,  or  the  operation  of  cantha- 
rides  or  other  irritating  medicines : 
in  thefe  cafes,  they  are  to  be 
drank  frequently,  in  the  quantity 
of  half  a  pint  or  more  at  a  time. 
See  Amygdala,  page  78. 

LAC  AMMONIACI. 

MILK  of  AMMONIACUM. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum,  two  drams; 

Simple  pennyroyal  water,  half  a 
pint. 
Grind  the  ammoniacum  with  the 

water,  in  a  mortar,  until  the  gum 

is  diffolved. 

This  liquor  is  employed  with 
good  fuccefs  for  attenuating  tough 
phlegm,  and  promoting  expe&ora- 
tion,  in  humoural  afthmas,  coughs, 
and  obftrutlions  of  the  vifcera.  It 
may  be  given  in  dofes  of  an  ounce 
or  two,  and  occafionally  repeated. 

Several  other  gummy-refmcus 
bodies,  as  myrrh,  may  by  a  like 
treatment  be  excellently  fitted  for 
medicinal  purpofes  ;  their  whole 
fubftance  being  thus  diffolved  into 
an  uniform  milky  liquor. 

SPIRITUS  VINOSUS 

CAM!  HORATUS. 

CAM- 


CJiap.  17. 


Mixtures. 


CAMPHORATED  SPIRIT 
of  WINE 
Lo7id.  and  Edinb. 
Take  of 

Camphor,  two  ounces ; 
Rectified  {pirit  of  wine,  two  pints. 
Mix  them  together,  that  the  cam- 
phor may  be  diffolved. 
This  folution  of  camphor  is  em- 
ployed chiefly  for  external  ufes, 
againft  rheumatic  pains,  paralytic 
numbnefles,  inflammations,  for  dif- 
cuffing  tumours,  preventing  gan- 
grenes, or  reftraining  their  pro- 
grefs.  ft  is  too  pungent  to  be 
exhibited  internally,  unlefs  largely 
diluted;  nor  is  the  dilation  eafily 
effefled  ;  for  on  the  admixture  of 
aqueous  liquors,  the  camphor  fepa- 
rates,  and  runs  into  its  original 
form . 

Hoffman,  Rothen,  and  others, 
mention  a  camphorated  fpirit  not 
fubjeft  to  this  inconvenience.  It 
is  prepared  by  grinding  the  cam- 
phor with  fomewhat  more  than  an 
equal  weight  of  fixt  alcaline  fait, 
then  adding  a  proper  quantity  of 
proof  fpirit,  and  drawing  off  one 
half  of  it  by  diftillation.  This  fpi- 
rit was  propofed  to  the  college  to 
be  received  into  the  pharmacopoeia, 
at  the  late  revifal,  under  the  title 
of  SPIRITUS  CAMPHORiE 
TARTARIZATUS.  But  up- 
on trial,  it  did  not  anfwer  expecta- 
tion: fome  of  the  camphor,  as  the 
committee  obferve,  rifes  with  the 
fpirit  in  diftillation,  though  but  a 
fmall  quantity ;  whence,  mixt  with 
a  large  portion  of  water,  it  does 
not  fenfibly  render  it  turbid ;  but 
in  a  proper  quantity,   it  exhibits 
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the  fame  appearance  as  the  more 
common  camphorated  fpirit :  it  did 
not  appear,  that  fpiriir diftilled  from 
camphor,  with  or  without  the  al- 
caline fait,  differed  at  all  in  this 
refpeft. 

The  moft  convenient  method  of 
uniting  camphor  with  aqueous  li- 
quors, feems  to  be  by  the  media- 
tion of  almonds  ;  triturated  with 
thefe,  it  readily  mingles  with  wa- 
ter into  the  form  of  an  emulfion, 
at  the  fame  time  that  its  pungency 
is  confiderably  abated.  It  may 
alio  be  commodioufly  exhibited  in 
the  form  of  an  oily  draught,  ex- 
preffed  oils  totally  difTolving  it. 

SOLUTIO  THEBAICA. 

THEBAIC  SOLUTION. 
Take  of 

Thebaic  extract,  two  drams  ,• 
Rectified    fpirit    of    wine,    two 

pints  and  a  half; 
Water,  five  pints. 
Digeft  them  together,     until    the 
opium    is   diffolved  ;    and   then 
Alter  the  folution  thro' paper. 
This    preparation   is   free   from 
the  inconveniencies   attending  the 
common  opiate  tindures  (p.  409.) 
the  opium  totally  diflblves  in  the 
menftruum  here  ordered,  no  part  of 
it  feparates  in  keeping,  and  the  dofe 
may  be  afcertained  to  great  exad- 
nefs :  one  grain  of  opium  is  con- 
tained in  an  ounce  by  meafure,  and 
in  nearly  feven  drams  by  weipht. 
Where  aromatics  are  wanted,   ei* 
ther  in  a  medicinal  intention,  or  to 
cover  the  ill  fmell  of  the  opium,  any 
proper  tindure,  or  diftilled  watef 
may  be  added  occafionally. 
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Chapter    XVIII. 
SYRUPI. 

s  r  r  u  p  s. 


Syrups  are  faturated  folutions  of  fugar,  made  in  vegetable  deco&ions  or 

infufions. 


THESE  preparations  were 
formerly  confidered  as  me- 
dicines of  much  greater  importance, 
than  they  are  thought  to  be  at  pre- 
fent.  Syrups  and  diftilled  waters 
were  for  fome  ages  made  ufe  of  as 
the  great  alteratives :  infomuch  that 
the  evacuation  of  any  peccant  hu- 
mour was  never  attempted  till,  by 
a  due  courfe  of  thefe,  it  had  firft 
been  regularly  prepared  for  expul- 
fion.  Hence  arofe  the  exuberant 
collection  of  both,  which  we  meet 
with  in  pharmacopoeias :  and  like  er- 
rors have  prevailed  in  each.  As  mul- 
titudes of  diftilled  waters  have  been 
compounded  from  materials  unfit 
to  give  any  virtue  over  the  helm ; 


fo  numbers  of  fyrups  have  been  pre- 
pared from  ingredients,  which  in  this 
form  cannot  be  taken  in  fufiicient 
dofes  to  exert  their  virtues  ;  for 
two  thirds  of  a  fyrup  confift  of  fu- 
gar, and  greater!  part  of  the  remain- 
ing third  is  an  aqueous  fluid. 

Syrups  are  at  prefent  chiefly  re- 
garded as  convenient  vehicles  for 
medicines  of  greater  efficacy ;  and 
made  ufe  of  for  fweetening  draughts 
and  juleps,  for  reducing  the  lighter 
powders  into  boluffes,  pills,  or  elec- 
taries,  and  other  like  purpofes. 
Some  likewife  may  not  improperly 
be  confidered  as  medicines  them- 
felves;  as  thofe  of  faffron,  and 
buckthorn  berries. 


General  rules  for  preparing  fyrups. 


All  the  rules  laid  down  for  making 
decoctions  are  likewife  to  be  ob- 

.  ferved  in  the  decoftions  for  fy- 
rups. Vegetables,  both  for  de- 
coctions and  infufions,  ought  to 
be  dry,  unlefs  they  are  exprefsly 
ordered  otherwife  [£.] 
II. 

In  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  on- 
ly the  pureft  or  double  refined 
iugar  i:  allowed. 


In  the  Edinburgh,  the  lefs  pure  or 
common  white  fugar  is  employ- 
ed, and  farther  purified  by  the 
operator.  For  fuch  fyrups  as 
are  prepared  without  coition, 
the  fugar  is  previously  diflblved 
in  water  by  itfelf,  the  folution 
clarified  with  whites  of  eggs, 
and  boiled  down  to  a  thick  con- 
fidence, the  fcum  which  arifes 
during  the  boiling  being  care- 
fully taken  orF.  In  the  fyrups 
pre- 


Chap.  18.  Syrups. 

prepared  by  coflion,  the  clarifi- 
cation with  whites  of  eggs  is  per- 
formed after  the  fugar  has  been 
diffolved  in  the  deco&ion  of  the 
vegetable ;  except  in  the  fyrup 
of  meconium,   for  which  there- 
fore the  pureft  fugar  is  directed. 
The  purification  of  fugar  by  cla- 
rification  and  defpumation   is   not 
fo  perfect  as  might  be  expefted  ; 
for  after  it  has  undergone  this  pro- 
cefs,  the  refiners  ftill  feparate  from 
it  a  quantity  of  oily  matter,  which 
is   difagreeable  to  weak  ftomachs. 
Seepage   193.      The  clarification 
of  the  fugar  along  with  the  vege- 
table decoction  is  likewife  injurious 
to   the   medicine ;     fince   by    this 
means,  not  only  the  impurities  of 
the   fugar  are   difcharged,    but    a 
confiderable  part  of  what  the  liquor 
had  before  taken  up  from  the  other 
ingredients.     It  appears    therefore 
moll  elegible  to  employ  fine  fugar 
for  all  the  fyrups ;  even  the  purga- 
tive ones  (which  have  been  ufually 
made  with  coarfe  fugar,  as  fome- 
what  coinciding  with  their  inten- 
tion)  not  excepted ;   for  as  purga- 
tive medicines  are  in  general  un- 
grateful to  the  ftomach,  it  is  cer- 
tainly improper  to  employ  an  ad- 
dition which  increafes  their  offen- 
fivenefs. 

III. 
Where  the  weight  of  the  fugar  is 
not  expreffed,  twenty  -  nine 
ounces  thereof  are  to  be  taken 
to  every  pint  of  liquor.  The 
fugar  is  to  be  reduced  into  pow- 
der, and  diffolved  in  the  liquor 
by  the  heat  of  a  water  bath,  un- 
lefs  ordered  otherwife.  [Z..J 
Although  in  the  formulae  of  the  fe- 
veral  fyrups,  a  double  weight  of 
the  fugar  to  that  of  the  liquor  is 
directed,  yet  lefs  will  generally 
be  fufHcient.  Firft  therefore  dif- 
folve  in  the  liquor  an  equal 
weight  of  fugar,  then  gradually 
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add  fome  more  in  powder,  till  a 
little  remains  undiffolved  at  the 
bottom,  which   is    to   be  after- 
wards  incorporated    by    fetting 
the  fyrup  in  a  water  bath  \E.\ 
The  quantity  of  fugar  fhould  be 
fo  much,  as  the  liquor  is  capable 
of  keeping  diffolved  in  the  cold  :   if 
there  is  more,  a  part  of  it  will  fe- 
parate, and  concrete  into   cryftals 
or  candy;    if  lefs,  the  fyrup  will 
befubjed  rcr  ferment,  efpecially  in 
warm  weather,  and  change  into  a 
vinous  or  four  liquor. 

IV. 
Copper  veffels,  unlefs  they  are  well 
tinned,  fhould  not  be  employed 
in  the  making  of  acid  fyrups,  or 
fuch   as    are    compofed    of  the 
juices  of  fruits  [E.  ] 
The  confectioners,  who  are  the 
mofr  dextrous  people  at  thefe  kinds 
of  preparations,to  avoid  the  expence 
of  frequently    new    tinning    their 
veffels,    rarely   make    ufe  of   any 
other  than  copper  ones  untinned, 
in  the  preparation  even  of  the  moft 
acid  fyrups,  fuch  as  that  of  oranges, 
lemons,  and  the  like.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  by  taking  due  care,  that  their 
coppers  be  well  fcoured  and  perfect- 
ly clean,  and  that  the  fyrup  remain 
no  longer  in  them  than  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary,  they  avoid  giving  it 
any  ill  tafte  or  quality   from   the 
metal. 

V, 
The  fyrup,  when  made,  is  to  be 
fet  by  till  next  day  :  if  any  fac- 
charine  cruft  appears  upon  the 
furface,  take  it  off[£.] 


SYRUPUS  ex  ALLIO. 

STRUP  ofGARulC. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Garlic,  fliced,  one  pound; 
Boiling  water,  two  pints. 
Macerate  them  in  a  clofe  veffel  for 
twelve  hours,  then  {train  off  the 
F  f  3  liquor, 
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liquor,  and  diffolve  in  it  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  fugar,  fo  as  to 
make  a  fyrup. 

This  fyrup  is  occafionally  made 
life  of  for  attenuating  vifcid  phlegm, 
and  promoting  expectoration  in 
humoural  afthmas,  and  oppreflions 
of  the  breaft  :  in  thefe  cafes,  it 
proves  a  medicine  of  considerable 
efficacy,  though  a  very  unpleafant 
one  :  it  taftes  and  fmells  ftrong  of 
the  garlic. 

SYRUPUS  ex  ALTPLEA. 
SYRUP  of  MARSHMALLOWS. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Marfhmalicw  roots,   frefh,    one 

pound ; 
Double     refined     fugar,      four 

pounds ; 
Water,  one  gallon. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  roots  to 
one  half:  when  grown  through- 
ly cold,,  pour  off  and  prefs  out 
the  decocuor.,  and  fet  it  by  for 
a  night  to  fettle  :  next  morning, 
pour    off  the  clear  liquor,    and 


adding  to  : 
whole  to 
pounds. 


the 


fugar,  boil 
weight    of 


the 
fix 


Idlub. 


Take  of 

Marihmallow  roots,  three  ounces; 
Eryngo  roots,  one  ounce  ; 
Liquorice,  half  an  ounce ; 
Maidenhair  (the  true,  or  Englifh,) 
Pellitory  of  the  wall,  each  one 

ounce ; 
White  fugar,  four  pounds  j 
Water,  fix  pints. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  herbs  and 
roots  to  the  confumption  of  one 
third ;  then  ftrain  out  the  re- 
maining decoction,  and  fuffer  it 
to  reft  for  fome  time.  Pour  off 
the  clear  liquor  from  the  fedi- 
ment,  and  boil  it  with  the  fugar 
over  a  gentle  fire,  keeping  the 
matter  continually  ftirring,  till 
it  becomes  a  fyrup. 


This  fyrup  feems  to  have  been 
a  fort  of  favourite  among  difpen- 
fatory-writerS)  who  have  taken, 
great  pains  to  alter  and  amend  it, 
but  have  been  wonderfully  tender 
in  lopping  off  any  of  its  articles. 
In  the  firft  of  the  above  forms,  it 
has  loft  all  its  fuperfluities,  and  in 
the  fecond  a  great  many  of  them, 
without  any  injury  to  its  virtues. 
It  is  ufed  chiefly  in  nephritic  cafes, 
for  fweetening  emollient  decodlions, 
and  the  like  j  of  itfelf,  it  can  do 
little  fervice,  notwithftanding  the 
high  opinion  which  fome  have  en- 
tertained of  it ;  for  what  can  be 
expedted  from  two  or  three  fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  fyrup,  when  the  decoc- 
tion, from  which  five  or  fix  pounds 
are  made,  may  be  taken  at  a 
draught  or  two  ? 

SYRUPUS  e  CORTICIBUS 

AURANTIORUM. 
SYRUP  of  ORANGE  PEEL. 
•        Land. 
Take  of  the 

Yellow    rind  of  Seville  orange 

peel,  frefh,  eight  ounces  ; 
Boiling  water,  five  pints. 
Macerate  them  for  a   night  in   a 
clofe  veffel  ;  next  morning,  ftrain 
out  the  liquor,   and  diffolve  in  it 
the  proper  quantity*-of  fugar  for 
making  it  into  a  fyrup. 
Edinb. 
Take  of  the 

Yellow  rind  of  orange  peel,  frefh, 

fix  ounces ; 
Boiling  water,  three  pints. 
Infufe  them  for  a  night,  in  a  clofe 
veffel,  then  ftrain  the  liquor, 
let  it  ftand  to  fettle,  and  having 
poured  it  off  clear  from  the  fe- 
diment,  diffolve  therein  twice 
its  weight  of  white  fugar,  fo  as 
to  make  it  into  a  fyrup  without 
boiling 

In  making  this  fyrup,  it  is  par- 
ticularly neceflary,  that   the  fugar 
be  previoufly  powdered,   and  dif- 
folved 
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folved  in  the  infufion  with  as  gen- 
tle a  heat  as  pofflble,  to  prevent 
the  exhalation  of  the  volatile  parts 
of  the  peel.  With  thefe  cautions, 
the  fyrup  proves,  a  very  elegant  and 
agreeable  one,  poflefling  great  fhare 
of  the  fine  flavour  of  the  orange 
peel. 

SYRUPUS-  BALS AMICUS. 
BALSAMIC  SYRUP. 
Lo)id. 
Take  of 

Balfam  of  Tolu,  eight  ounces  \ 
Water,  three  pints. 
'  Boil  them  for  two  or  three  hours 
in  a  circulatory  veffel,  or  at  leaft 
in  a  long- necked  matras  having 
its  mouth  lightly  covered.  When 
grown  cold,  ftrain  out  the  li- 
quor, and  mix  therewith  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  fugar  to  make  it 
into  a  fyrup. 

The  coction  may  be  conveniently 
performed  in  a  retort,  with  a  re- 
ceiver adapted  to  it,  the  liquor 
which  comes  over  being  occafion- 
ally  poured  back ;  or  the  water 
may  be  entirely  drawn  off,  and  the 
fugar  diffolved  in  the  diftilled  li- 
quor. 

Edinb. 
Take  of  the 

Syrup  of  fugar,  juft  made,  and 
warm    from    the    fire,     two 
pounds ; 
Tindlure  of  balfam  of  Tolu,  one 
ounce. 
When  the  fyrup  has  grown  almoft 
cold,  ftir  into  it  the  tindlure,  by 
little  at  a  time,    agitating  them 
well  together,  till  perfectly  uni- 
ted.    The  mixture  is  then  to  be 
kept  in  the  heat  of  a  water  bath 
until  the  fpirit  has  exhaled. 
This  method  of  making  the  bal- 
famic  fyrup  was  dropt  in  the  pre-' 
/     ceding  edition  of  the   Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia,  on  a  complaint  that 
the  fpirit  fpoiled  the   tafte  of  the 
fyrup  ;  which  it  did  in  a  great  de- 


gree when  the  tincture  w;as  drawn 
with  malt  fpirits.  Particular  care 
therefore  fliould  be  taken,  that  the 
fpirit,  employed  for  this  tindlure, 
be  perfectly  clean,  and  well  recti- 
fied from  all  ill  flavour. 

The  intention  of  the  contrivers 
of  the  tv/o  foregoing  procefTes  feems 
to  have  been  fomewhat  different. 
In  the  frit,  the  more  fubtile  and 
fragrants  parts  of  the  balfam,  are 
extracted  from  the  groifer  refinous 
matter,  and  alone  retained  in  the 
fyrup  :  the  other  fyrup  contains 
the  whole  fubftance  of  the  balfam, 
in  larger  quantity.  They  are  both 
moderately  impregnated  with  the 
agreeable  flavour  of  the  balfam. 

In  fome  pharmacopoeias,  an  ele- 
gant fyrup  of  this  kind  is  prepared 
from  a  tincture  of  balfam  of  Pe- 
ru, with  rofe  water  and  a  proper 
quantity  of  fugar. 

SYRUPUS  CARYOPHYLLO- 

RUM  RUBRORUM. 

SYRUP  of  CLOVE-JULT- 

FLOWERS, 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Clove-july-flowers,  frefh  gather- 
ed, and  freed  from  the  heels, 
three  pounds ; 
Boiling  water,  five  pints. 
Macerate  them  for  a  night,  in  a 
glafs   or   glazed   earthen   veffel, 
then  ftrain  off  the  liquor,    and 
difTolve  therein  its  due  propor- 
tion of  fugar  to  make  it  into  a 
fyrup. 

Edinb, 
One  pound  of  the  flowers  is  to  be 
infufed  in  three  pints  of  water, 
and  the  fyrup  made  as  above, 
without  boiling. 

This  fyrup  is  of  an  agreeable 
flavour,  and  a  fine  red  colour ;  and 
for  thefe,  it  is  chiefly  valued.  Some 
have  fubftituted  to  it  one  eafily  pa- 
rable at  feafons  when  the  flowers 
are  not  to  be  procured :  an  ounce 
F  f  .4  of 
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of  clove  fpice  is  infufed  for  fome 
days  in  twelve  ounces  of  white 
WJne3  the  liquor  ftrained,  and  with 
the  addition  of  twenty  ounces  of 
fugar,  boiled  to  r  proper  confift- 
ence:  a  'little  cochineal  renders  the 
colour  of  this  fyrup  exactly  fimilar 
to  that  prepared  from  the  clove- 
july-flower ;  and  its  flavour  is  of 
the  fame  kind,  though  not  fo  plea- 
iant. 

SYRUPUS  CROCI. 
STRUP  of  SJFFRON. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Saffron  wine,  one  pint ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  twenty-five 
ounces. 
Diffolve  the  fugar  in  the  wine,  fo 
as  to  make  a  fyrup  thereof. 
Saffron   is   very   well   fitted   for 
making  a  fyrup,  as  in  this  form  a 
fufRcient  dofe  of  it  is  contained  in 
a  reafonable  compafs.     This  fyrup 
is  at  prefent  more  frequently  pre- 
fcribed  than  the  wine  from  which 
it   is  made :    it  is  a  pleafant  cor- 
dial, and  gives  a  fine  colour  to  ju- 
leps. 

SYRUPUS  CYDONIORUM. 

SYRUP  of  QUINCES. 
Loud. 

Take  of 

Quince  juice,   depurated,    three 

''    pints  ; 

Cinnamon,  one  dram  j 

Cloves, 

Ginp-er,  each  half  a  dram  ; 

Red  port  wine,  one  pint ; 

Doublerefined  fugar,  nine  pounds. 

Digefl  the  juice  with  the  fpices,  in 
the  heat  of  afhes,  for  fix  hours ; 
then  adding  the  wine,  pafs  the 
liquor  through  a  ftrainer ;  and 
afterwards  diftblve  in  it  the  fu- 
gar, fo  as  to  make  a  fyrup. 
If  the  quinces  are  kept  for  fome 

time,  in  an  airy  place,  before  the 

juice    is    preffed   out,    the    fyrup 


proves  rather  more  elegant,  and 
richer  of  the  fruit,  than  when  they 
are  taken  frefh  from  the  tree.  In 
either  cafe,  the  preparation  is  a 
very  agreeable,  mild,  cordial  re- 
ftringentj  and  in  fome  kinds  of 
loofenefs  and  diforders  of  the  fto- 
mach,  may  be  either  taken  by  it- 
felf,  in  the  quantity  of  a  fpoonful 
or  two  at  a  time,  or  employed  for 
reconciling  to  the  palate  and  fto- 
mach,  medicines  of  the  more  un- 
grateful kind.  ■ 

SYRUPUS   KERMESINUS. 
SYRUP  of  KERMES. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Juice    of   kermes  grains,    one 

pound ; 
White  fugar,  two  pounds. 
Make  them  into  a  fyrup,  without 

heat. 
The   fyrup   of  kermes,    which   is 
brought  to  us  ready  made,  from 
the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  is 
to  be  preferred ;  efpecially  if  it 
has  been  prepared  without  heat. 
This   fyrup   is   of  an  agreeable 
tafle,  and  a  fine  red  colour.     It  is 
accounted  cordial  and  corroborant, 
and    fuppofed    to    be  particularly 
ferviceable  in  weaknefs,  and  other 
diforders  of  pregnant  woman. 

SYRUPUS  e  SUCCO 

L1MONUM. 

STRUP  of  LEMON  JUICE.' 

Lotid. 

Take  of  the 

Juice  of  lemons,  fuffered  to  fet- 
tle till  the  feces  have  fubfided, 
and  afterwards   ftrained,   two 
pints ; 
Doublerefined  fugar,  fifty  ounces. 
Diftblve  the  fugar  in  the  juice,  fo 
as  to  make  a  fyrup  thereof. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Lemon   juice,    depurated,    one 
pound j 

White 
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White  fugar,  two  pounds. 
Make  them  into  a  fyrup  according 
to  art,  without  boiling. 
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Next 
quor   off 


After  the  fame  manner  are  prepared, 

SYRUPUS  e  SUCCO 

AURANTIORUM. 

STRUP  of  ORANGE  JUICE.  [£.] 

SYRUPUS  e  SUCCO 

MORORUM. 

SYRUP   of  MULBERRIES.     [£.] 

SYRUPUS  e  SUCCO  FRUCTUS 

RUBI  IDMl. 
SYRUP  of  RASPBERRIES.     [I.] 

All  thefe  are  very  pleafant,  cool- 
ing fyrups,  and  in  this  intention 
are  occafionally  made  ufe  of,  in 
draughts  and  juleps,  for  quench- 
ing third,  abating  heat,  &c.  in  bi- 
lious or  imflammatory  diftempers. 
They  are  fometimes  likewife  em- 
ployed in  gargarifms,  for  inflamma- 
tions of  the  mouth  and  tonfils. 

SYRUPUS  e  MECONIO,  five 

DIACODION. 

SYRUP  of  MECONIUM,  or 

DIACODIUM. 

Load. 

Take  of 

White  poppy  heads,  dried  and 
cleared  from  the  feeds  $  three 
pounds  and  a  half; 
Water,  fix  gallons. 
Cut  the  heads,  and  boil  them  in 
the  water,  ftirring  them  now 
and  then  to  prevent  their 
burning,  till  only  about  one 
third  part  of  the  liquor  remains, 
which  will  be  almofl  entirely 
foaked  up  by  the  poppies.  Then 
remove  the  veffel  from  the  fire, 
ftrongly  prefs  out  the  decodlion, 
and  boil  it  down  to  about  four 
pints  :  ftrain  it  whilft  hot,  firft 
through  a  fieve,  and  afterwards 
through  a  fine  woollen  cloth ; 
and  fet  it  by  for  a  night,  that 


feces  may  fubfide 
morning,  pour  the  1 
clear,  and  boil  it  with  fix*  pounds 
of  double  refined  fugar,  until  the 
weight  of  the  whole  is  nine 
pounds,  or  a  little  more,  that  it 
may  become  a  fyrup  of  a  proper 
confidence. 

SYRUPUS  PAPAVERIS  ALBI, 

feu  de  MECONIO,  vulgo 

DIACODION. 

SYRUVofWENE  POPPIES,  or  of 
MECONIUM,  commonly  called  DI- 
ACODIUM. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

White  poppy  heads,  juftripe,  and 

moderately     dried,     fourteen 

ounces ; 

Boiling  water,  one  gallon. 

Let  thefe  be  fteeped  together  for  a 

night,  and  then  boiled  until  half 

the  liquor  is  wafted  :  ftrain,  and 

ftrongly  prefs  out  the  remainder, 

and  boil  it,  with  the  addition  of 

four  pounds  of  white  fugar,  to 

the  confiftence  of  a  fyrup. 

Particular    care  is  requifite,    in 

the  preparation  of  this  fyrup,  that 

it  may  be  always  made  as  nearly 

as  pofiible,    of  the  fame  ftrength. 

It  is  given  to  children,  in  dofes  of 

two  or  three   drams  5     to   adults, 

from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and 

upwards,  for  obtunding  acrimonious 

humours,     eafing  pain,    procuring 

reft,  and  anfwering  the  other  pur- 

pofes  of  opiates.     See  PAPAVER 

in  the  materia  medica,  page  175. 

SYRUPUS  PAPAVERIS 

ERRATICI. 
STRUP  tf  WILD  POPPIES, 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Wild  poppy  flowers,  frefh,  four 

pounds ; 
Eoiling  water,    four  pints   and 
a  half. 

Pour 
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Pour  the  water  on  the  poppies,  fet 

them  over  the  fire,  and  fre- 
quently ftir  ^em,  until  the  flow- 
ers are  throughly  moiftened  :   as 

■foon  as  they  have  funk  under  the 

water,   let  the  whole  be  fet  by 

to  fteep  for  a  night :    next  day 

pour  off,  and  prefs  out  the  liquor, 

and  fet  it  by  for  a  night  longer  to 

fettle :  afterwards  add  the  proper 

quantity  of  double  refined  fugar 

to  make  it  into  a  fyrup. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Wild  poppy  flowers,  frefh,  one 
pound  j 

Boiling  water,  three  pints. 
Steep  the  flowers  in  the  water  for  a 

night,  then  ftrain  off  the  liquor, 


lading  two  pounds  of  white 
fugar,  boil  it  into  a  fyrup, 
The  defign  of  fetting  the  flowers 
over  the  fire  is  (as  Dr.  Pemberton 
©bferves)  that  they  may  be  a  little 
fcalded,  fo  as  to  (brink  enough  to 
bs  ail  irnmerged  in  :he  water ; 
Without  this  artifice,  they  can  fcarce 
be  all  got  in :  but  they  are  no 
longer  to  be  continued  over  the 
fire,  than  till  this  effect  is  produ- 
ced, left  the  liquor  become  too 
thick,  and  the  fyrup  be  rendered 
ropy. 

This  fyrup  hss  been  recommend- 
ed in  diforders  of  the  breaft,  coughs, 
{pitting  of  blood,  pleurifies,  ando- 
ther  difeafes,  both  as  an  emol- 
lient, and  as  an  opiate.  It  is  one 
of  the  lighteft  of  the  opiate  me- 
dicines, and  in  this  refpecl:  fo  weak, 
that  fome  have  doubted  of  its  hav- 
ing any  anodyne  quality. 

SYRUPUS  PECTORALIS. 
PECTORJL  SYRUP. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Englifh  maidenhair,   dried,  five 

ounces  ; 
Liquorice,  four  ounces ; 
Boiling  water  five  pints. 


Macerate  them  for  fome  hours, 
then  ftrain  out  the  liquor,  and 
with  a  proper  quantity  of  double 
refined  fugar,  make  it  into  a 
fyrup. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Florence  orris  roots, 
Elecampane  roots,  each  an  ounce 

and  a  half. 
Liquorice,  two  ounces ; 
Coltsfoot  flowers, 
Maidenhair  (either  the  true,  or 

Englifh) 
Ground-ivy,  each  one  ounce ; 
Fat  figs,  twelve  in  number; 
Water,  one  gallon. 
Bofl  the  water  with  the  other  ingre- 
dients, till  one  fourth  part  is  waft- 
ed :  ftrain  out  the  remaining  li- 
quor,   add  to   it  fix  pounds  of 
white  fugar,  and  boil  them  into  a 
fyrup. 

The  title  of  thefe  compofitions 
expreffes  their  medical   intention : 
they   are  fuppofed   to  foften  acri- 
monious  humours,    allay   tickling 
coughs,  and  promote  the  expecto- 
ration of  tough  phelm.     The  true 
maidenhair    is   the  only  fort  that 
lias  been  ufually  direfted  in  thefe 
kinds  of  compofitions  :   the  ufe  of 
the  Englifh    is    here  very  judici- 
oufly  allowed ;    not  only  as  being 
more  eafily  procurable,  and  having 
been  fubftituted  to  the  other  in  the 
fhops,    but  likewife  as  there  does 
not  feem  to  be  any  medicinal  diffe- 
rence betwixt  them.     Fuller  finds 
great  fault  with  both  thefe  ingre- 
dients,   on   a   fuppofition  that  all 
their  virtues  fly  away  in  drying: 
but  in  this  he  was  certainly  mif- 
taken ;     for   the    virtues   of  both 
thefe  maidenhairs  confift  in  a  mu- 
cilaginous  fubftance,  which  fuffers 
no  injury  by  being  dried.     There 
is  one  fpecies  indeed,  the  Canada 
maidenhair,  which  has  a  confider- 
able  fhare  of  a  pleafant  fmell  and 
flavour   joined    to   its  mucilage  ; 

but 


Chap.  1 8.  Syrups. 

but  this  is  as  yet  a  flfcmger  to  the 
fhops,  though  not  uncommon  in 
fome  of  our  gardens. 
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fervice ;  but  little  can  be  expected 
from  a  fpoonful  or  two  of  the  fy- 
rup. 


SYRUPUS  POEONLE. 
STRUP  of  PEONr. 
Edinb. 
This  fyrup  is  made  of  an  infufion 
of  frefh  gathered  peony  flowers 
after  the  fame  manner  as  that  of 
wild  poppies  : 
Nor  is  it  greatly  different  from  that 
fyrup  in   quality  :  the  antiepileptic 
virtues    formerly     attributed   to   it 
have  no  foundation. 

SYRUPUS  e  FLORIBUS 
PARALYSIS. 
STRUP  of  COWSLIPS. 
Load. 

This  is  made  from  cowflip  flowers, 
after  the   fame   manner   as   the 
fyrup  of  clove  July- flowers. 
It  has  been  fuppofed  ferviceable 
in  nervous  diforders ;  its  agreeable 
flavour  recommends   it  to  the  pa- 
tient,   though  at  pre  Cent  there  'are 
few  who  fuppofe  it  to  poffefs  any 
ilno-uiar  virtues. 

SYRUPUS  QU1NQUE 

RADICUM. 

STRUP  of  the  FIFE  ROOTS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

The  five  opening  roots,  (viz.  thofe 

of  fmallage,  afparagus,  fennel, 

.     parfley,  and  butchers  broom) 

two  ounces  of  each ; 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Boil  them  together  till  one  third  of 
the  water  is  wafted ;  then  ftrain 
and  prefs  out  the  remaining  li- 
quor, diflblve  in  it  four  pounds 
of  white  fugar,  and  boil  them 
into  a  fyrup. 

This  fyrup  ftands  recommended 
as  an  aperient  and  diuretic,  where 
medicines  of  that  clafs  are  indicated. 
A  decoftion  of  the  roots,  drank  in 
large  quantity,  is  of  confiderable 


SYRUPUS  ROSARUM 

SOLUTIVUS. 

SOLUT1VE  STRUP  of  ROSES. 

Lond. 

Take  the  liquor  that  remains  after 

the  diftillation  of  fix  pound    of 

damafk  rofes ; 

Of  double  refined    fugar,    Ave 
pounds. 
Having  preffed  out  the  liquor  from 
the  rofes,  boil  it  down  to  three 
pints,  and  fet  it  by  for  a  night  to 
fettle ;  next  morning,  pour  it  off 
clear  from    the    fediment,    and 
adding  the  fugar,  boil  the  mix- 
ture   to    the    weight  of   feven 
pounds  and  an  half, 
Edinb. 
This  fyrup  is  made  from  a  double 
infufion   of  frefh  gathered  pale 
rofes,  after  the  fame  manner  as 
the  fyrup  of  wild  poppies. 
The  liquor  remaining  after  the 
diftillation  of  rofes  is  as  proper  for 
making  this  fyrup  as  a  frefh  infu- 
fion of  the  flowers ;  for  the  diftil- 
lation only  collefts,  and  preferves 
for  other  ufes,  thofe  volatile  parts 
of  the  rofe,  which  are  diffipated  in 
the  air,  whilft  the  infufion  is  boil- 
ing to  its  confiftence.    This  fyrup 
is  an  agreeable  and  mild  purgative 
for  children,  in  the  dofe  of  half  a 
fpoonful,  or  a  fpoonful.     It  like- 
wife    proves    gently    laxative    to 
adults,   and  does  good  fervice  in 
coftive  habits.     Its  principal  ufe  is 
in  folutive  glyfters. 

SYRUPUS  de  ROSIS  SICCIS. 
STRUP  of  DRT  ROSES. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Red  rofes,  half  a  pound  ; 
White  fugar,  four  pounds  ; 
Boiling  water,  four  pints. 
Infufe  the  rofes  in  the  water  for  a 

night, 
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night,  then   boil  them   a  little, 

flrain  out  the  liquor,  and  adding 

to  it  the  fugar,   boil  them  to  the 

confidence  of  a  fyrup. 

This   fyrup    is    fuppofed  to    be 

mildly  aftringent :  but  is  principally 

valued  on  account  of  its  red  colour. 

The  London  college  have  omitted 

this  and  the  fyrup  of  peony  flowers, 

as  being  the  moil  infignificant  of 

the  red  fyrups ;  fome  which  they 

have  retained  are  equal  to  them  in 

point  of  colour,    and  fuperior  in 

other  refpe&s. 

SYRUPUS  SCILLITICUS. 
STRUP  of  SQUILLS. 

Land. 
Take  of 

Vinegar  of  fquills,  a  pint  and  a 
half; 

Cinnamon, 

Ginger,  each  one  ounce ; 

Double    refined    fugar,     three 
pounds  and  a  half. 
Steep  the  fpices  in  the  vinegar  for 

three  days ;  then  ilrain  out  the 

liquor,   and  add  the  fugar,   fo  as 

to  make  a  fyrup  thereof. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Vinegar  of  fquills,  two  pints ; 

White  fugar,  four  pounds. 
Make  them  into  a  fyrup,   without 

boiling. 

The  fpices  in  the  firft  of  thefe 
compofkions,  fpmewhaj:  alleviate 
the  ofFenfivenefs  of  the  fquills,  tho' 
not  fo  much  as  to  prevent  the  me- 
dicine from  being  difagreeable.  It 
is  ufed  chiefly  in  dofes  of  a  fpoon- 
ful  or  two,  for  attenuating  vifcid 
phlegm,  and  promoting  expectora- 
tion, which  it  does  very  powerfully. 

SYRUPUS  de  SENA  et  RHEO. 

STRUP  of  SENA  and 

RHUBARB. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Sena,  two  ounces; 
Rhubarb,  one  ounce; 


Sweet  fennel  feeds, 
Cinnamon,  each  two  drams ; 
White  fugar,  three  pounds ; 
Boiling  water,  three  pints ; 
Let  the  fena,  rhubarb,  fennel  feeds, 
and  cinnamon,  be  ileeped  in  the 
water  for   a  night,    in  a  veffel 
clofely  flopt.     The  liquor  being 
then    {trained    out,    fuffered    to 
fettle,  and  poured  off  clear  from 
the  fediment,    boil  it  with  the 
fugar,  over  a  gentle  fire,  to  the 
confiftence  of  a  fyrup. 
Here  it  fhould  feem  moil  eligible 
to  increafe  the  quantity  of  fugar,  or 
diminiih  that  of  the  water,  that  the 
fyrup  might  be  made  without  boil- 
ing :  for  as  it.  is  neceflary,  accord- 
ing to  the  proportions  iet  down  a- 
bove,  to  continue  the  codlion  for  a 
conflderable  time,  in  order  to  bring 
the    liquor  to   a  due  confidence ; 
how  gently  foever  it  be  performed, 
great  part  of  the  flavour  of  the  aro- 
matics  will  be  diffipated. 

This  fyrup  is  defigned  chiefly  as 
a  purgative  for  children ;  but  is 
not  a  very  agreeable  one,  nor  a- 
mong  us  often  made  ufe  of.  The 
former  London  pharmacopoeia  had 
a  medicine  of  this  kind,  with  fome 
fuperfluous  articles,  which  the  com- 
mittee, in  their  revifal  of  it,  re- 
trenched :  they  likewife  omitted  the 
fena,  as  being  at  befl  unneceflary, 
and  retained  only  rhubarb  for  the 
purgative  ingredient  :  the  compo- 
fition  was,  neverthelefs,  at  length 
intirely  expunged,  and  veryjuitiy; 
for,  as  they  abferve,  rhubarb  is 
eafily  given  to  young  children  in 
powder  or  infufion,  and  the  taile  of 
it  cannot  be  rendered  agreeable  to 
them  by  any  fweetning. 

SYRUPUS  SIMPLEX. 
The  SIMPLE  STRUP. 
Loud. 
PiiTolve  in  water  fo  much  double 
refined  fugar,  as  will  make  it  in- 
to a  fyrup. 

SY- 
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SYRUPUS  SACCHARI. 
SIRUP  of  SUGJR. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

White  fugar, 

Water,  each  equal  quantities. 
Boil  them  into  a  fyrup. 

Thefe  preparations  are  plain  li- 
quid fweets,  void  of  flavour  or  co- 
lour. They  are  convenient  for  fun- 
dry  purpofes  where  thefe  qualities 
are  not  wanted,  or  would  be  ex- 
ceptionable. 

SYRUPUS  e  SPINA 

CERVINA. 

STRUP  of  BUCKTHORN. 

Land. 

Take  of  the 

Juice  of  ripe  and    frefh  buck- 
thorn berries,  one  gallon ; 
Cinnamon, 
Ginger, 

Nutmegs,  each  one  ounce; 
Double    refined    fugar ,    feven 
pounds. 
Set   the  juice  by  for  fome  days  to 
fettle  ;   then   pafs   it  through  a 
ftrainer,  and  in  fome  part  there- 
of macerate  the  fpices.    Boil  the 
reft  of  the  juice,  adding  towards 
the  end  that  part  in  which  the 
fpices  were  macerated,  firftpaffed 
through  a  ftrainer  :    this   part  of 
the  procefs  muft  be  fo  managed, 
that  the  whole  liquor  may  be  re- 
duced to  four  pints.    Laftly,  put 
in  the  fugar,  and  make  the  mix- 
ture into  a  fyrup. 
Edinb. 
Take  of  the 

Juice  of  ripe  buckthorn  berries, 

depurated,  fix  pounds  ; 
Brown  fugar,  four  pounds  j 
Effential  oil  of  cloves,  one  dram ; 
Boil  the  juice  with  the  fugar,  over 
a  gentle  fire,  to  the  confiftence 
of  a  fyrup ;  and  whilft  it  conti- 
nues warm,  mix  therewith  the 
elfential  oil  previoufly  ground 
with  a  little  fugar. 


nipt.  44.5 

In  thefe  preparations,  the  difa- 
greeable  qualities  of  the  buckthorn 
berries  are  abated  by  the  aromatics 
and  the  effential  oil :  they  are  ne- 
verthelefs  ftill  ungrateful,  though 
as  ufeful,  medicinally,  as  any  of 
the  fyrups.  Three  or  four  fpoon- 
fuls  operate  brifkly  as  a  cathartic, 
and  bring  away  large  quantities  of 
ferous  humours.  The  principal  in-. 
conveniencies  attending  them  are,  * 
that  they  occafion  a  thirft  and  dry- 
nefs  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  and 
fometimes  violent  gripes :  both 
thefe  may  be  prevented,  by  drink- 
ing liberally  of  water  gruel,  or  o- 
ther  warm  liquids,  during  the  ope- 
ration. 

SYRUPUS  e  SYMPHYTO. 
STRUP  of  COMFRT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Com  fry  roots,  frefh, 
Plantane  leaves,  frefh,'  each  half 
a  pound. 
Bruife   them    both   together,    and 
flrongly  prefs  out  the  juice :  pour 
on  the  remaining  magma,  a  quart 
of  water,  and  boil   to  the  con- 
fumption  of  one  half:  then  ftrain 
off  the  liquor,  add  to  it  the  ex- 
preffed  juice,  and  boil  the  mix- 
ture, with    an  equal  weight  of 
white  fugar,  into  a  fyrup. 
This    fyrup    is     fuppofed  to  be 
gently  emollient   and  reftringent; 
and  by  fome   ftands  greatly  com- 
mended in  phthifical  diforders  and 
internal  ulcerations.     But  whatever 
virtues  of  this  kind  the  ingredients 
may  poffefs,   the  fyrup  is  one  of 
thofe  which   can   have   very  little 
effect,  even  in  the  largeft  dofe  that 
preparations  of  this  kind  can  be 
taken  in. 

SYRUPUS  VIOLARUM, 
STRUP  of  VIOLETS. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Vio- 
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Violets,  frefh,  and  well  coloured, 

two  pounds ; 
Boiling  water,  five  pints. 
Macerate  them  for  a  whole  day, 
in  a  glafs,  or  at  leaft  a  glazed 
earthen  veflel ;  then  pour  out 
the  liquor,  and  pafs  it  through  a 
thin  linen  cloth,  carefully  avoid- 
ing even  the  lighteft  preffure : 
afterwards,  adding  the  due  pro- 
portion of  fugar,  make  it  into  a 
fyrup. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

March  violets,  frefh,  one  pound; 
Boiling  water,  three  pints. 
Steep  them  together  for  a  night,  in 
an  earthen  veflel  clofe  covered  : 
then  flxain  out  the  liquor,  and 
diflblve  in  it  twice  its  weight  of 
white  fugar,  fo  as  to  make  a  fy- 
rup without  boiling. 
This  fyrup  is  of  a  very  agreeable 
flavour,  and  in  the  quantity  of  a 
fpoonful  or  two,  proves  to  children 
gently  laxative.    It  is  apt  to  lofe, 
in  keeping,  the  elegant  blue  colour, 
for  which  it  is  chiefly  valued. 

SYRUPUS  ZINGIBERIS. 
STRUP  of  GINGER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Ginger,  cut  into  thin  flices,  four 

ounces ; 
Boiling  water,  three  pints. 
Macerate  them  for  fome  hours, 
then  ftrain  out  the  liquor,  and 
make  it  into  a  fyrup  with  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  double  refined 
fugar. 

This  is  an  agreeable  and  mode- 
rately aromatic  fyrup,  lightly  im- 
pregnated with  the  flavour  and  vir- 
tues of  the  ginger. 


CONFECTIO  ALKERMES. 
CONFECTION  o/KERMES. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Juice  of  kermes  grains,  warmed 

and  ftrained,  three  pounds  ; 
Damafk  rofe  water,  fix  ounces  by 

meafure ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  one  pound. 
DifTolve  the  fugar  in  the  rofe  wa- 
ter, by  the  heat  of  a  water  bath, 
into   a  fyrup ;  thea  mix  in  the 
juice  of  kermes,  and  after  it  has 
grown  cold,  the  oil  of  cinnamon. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Syrup  of  kermes,  three  pounds  ; 
Yellow  faunders,    . 
Cinnamon,  each  fix  drams  ,- 
Cochineal,  three  drams ; 
Saffron,  one  dram  and  an  half. 
Evaporate  the  fyrup,  with  a  gentle 
heat,   to   the  confiftence  of  ho- 
ney ;  then  mix  with  it  the  other 
ingredients  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  ele- 
gant and  agreeable  cordials ;  ths 
dofe,  when  taken  by  themfelves,  is 
from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram  or  more. 
The  firfl  has  an  advantage  of  mix- 
ing uniformly  in  juleps,  without 
fpoiling  their  tranfparency,  which 
the  powders  in  the  fecond  always 
do.  Particular  care  ought  to  be 
had  in  the  choice  of  the  efTential 
oil,  which  for  the  moft  part  is 
grievoufly  adulterated  ;  it  would  be 
convenient  to  grind  the  oil  with  a 
little  of  the  fugar,  before  it  is  ad- 
ded to  the  other  ingredients ;  for 
by  this  means,  it  will  mix  more 
perfectly,  and  not  be  apt  to  fepa- 
rate  in  keeping. 


Chap- 
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Chapter  XIX. 

MELLA   et   OXYMELITA, 

HO  NETS   and   OXTMELS. 


MEL  ^EGYPTIACUM. 

Lond. 

TAKE  of 
Verdegris,  reduced  into  a 

very    fubtile      powder,      five 

ounces ; 
Honey,      fourteen     ounces    by 

weight. 
Vinegar,  feven  ounces  by  mea- 

fure. 
Boil  thefe  ingredients  together,  o- 
vera  gentle  fire,  til!  they  have 
acquired  a  due  confidence,  and 
a  reddifn  colour.  On  keeping 
this  mixture  for  fome  time,  the 
thicker  part  falls  to  the  bottom  ; 
the  thinner,  which  floats  on  the 
top,  is  called  mel  JEgyptiacum. 

UNGUENTUM 
JEGYPTIACUM. 
Edmb. 
Take  of 

Verdegris,  finely  powdered,  five 
ounces ; 

Koney,  fourteen  ounces  -, 

Vinegar,  feven  ounces. 
Boil  them  over  a  gentle  fire,  to  the 

confidence  of  an  ointment. 

Thefe  preparations  are  defigned 
only  for  external  ufe,  for  cleanfing 
and  deterging  ulcers,  and  keeping 
down  fungous  flefh  :  they  are  fer- 
viceable  alfo  in  venereal  ulcerations 
of  the  mouth  and  tonfils.  If  for 
particular  purpofes,  they  mould  be 
wanted  more  acrid,  they  may  be 
occafionally  rendered  fo  by  making 
the  veffel,    fo  as  to   mix   up  the 


thick  matter  at  the  bottom  (which, 
contains  greater!  part  of  the  verde- 
gris) with  the  upper  thin  one. 

MEL  ELATINES. 
HONET  of  FLUELUN. 
Lond. 
Take  of  the 

Depurated  juice  of  fluellin,  four 

pints. 
Clarified  honey,  fdW  pounds. 
Boil  them  to  a  due  confidence. 

This  preparation  made  its  firfl 
appearance  in  the  preceding  edition 
of  our  pharmacopoeia.  It  is  very 
rarely  made  ufe  of,  anvd  not  often 
kept  in  the  fhops. 

MEL  HELLEBORATUM. 
HONET  of  HELLEBORE. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

White  hellebore  roots,  dried  and 

cut  in  flices,  one  pound  : 
Clarified  honey,  three  pounds ; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Let  the  roots  be  macerated  in  the 
water  for  three  days,  and  then 
boiled  a  little  ;  prefs  out  the  li- 
quor, and  having  paffed  it  again 
through   a  ftrainer,  boil  it  with 
the  honey  to   a  proper    thick- 
nefs. 

Particular  care  ought  to  be  had, 
to  reduce  this  preparation  as  nearly 
as  poffible  to  the  honey  confidence, 
that  its  ftrength  may  not  be  too 
uncertain.  It  acts  as  a  draftic  pur- 
gative 


448         ?he  'Englipd  Difpenfatory  improved.     Part  II. 


gative  or  emetic,  too  violent  and 
precarious  for  common  ufe.  It  has 
been  fometimes  given  in  maniacal 
cafes,  in  dofes  of  one  or  two  drams 
and  upwards  ;  though  more  fre- 
quently employed  in  glyfters.  The 
prefent  practice  very  rarely  makes 
ufe  of  it  at  all. 

MEL  MERCURIALE. 

HONEY  of  MERCURY. 
Edinb. 
Take  of  the 

Juice  of  French  herb  mercury, 
Honey,  each  three  pounds. 
Boil  them  together  to  the  confid- 
ence of  honey,    taking  off  the 
fcum  which  arifes  to  the  top. 
This  is  defigned  chiefly  for  gly- 
fters :  it  is  very  rarely  made  ufe  of, 
and  hence  dropt  by  the   London 
college. 

MEL  ROSACEUM. 
HONEY  of  ROSES, 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Red  rofe  buds,   freed  from  the 
heels,  and  haftily  dried,  four 
ounces ; 
Boiling  water,  three  pints ; 
Clarified  honey,  five  pounds. 
Steep  the   rofes   in  the  water  for 
fome  hours,  then  ftrain  off  the 
liquor,   mix  with  it  the  honey, 
and  boil  them  to  a  due  confift- 
ence. 

MEL  ROSATUM. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Red  rofes,  dried,  half  a  pound ; 

Boiling  water,  four  pints  j 

Honey,  four  pounds. 
Steep  the  rofes  in  the  water  for  a 

night,  then  ftrain  out  the  liquor, 

add  to  it  the  honey,    and  boil 

the  mixture  to  the  conftftence  of 

honey. 

This   preparation   is  not   unfre- 
quently   made  ufe  cf,    as  a  mild 


cooling  detergent,  particularly  in 
gargarifms  for  ulcerations  and  in- 
flammation of  the  mouth  and  ton- 
fils.  The  defign  of  haftily  drying 
the  rofes,  as  directed  in  the  firft  of 
the  above  prefcriptions,  is,  that 
they  may  the  better  preferve  their 
virtues.    Seepage  igi. 

MEL  SOLUTIVUM. 

SOLUT1FE  HONEY. 
Lond. 
Take 

The  liquor  remaining  after  the 
diftillation  of  fix  pounds  of  da- 
rn afk  rofes  ; 
Cummin  feeds,  bruifed  a  little, 

one  ounce  ; 
Brown  fugar,  four  pounds  j 
Honey,  two  pounds. 
Having  preffed  out  the  liquor,  boil 
it  to  three  pints ;  adding  towards 
the  end,  the  feeds  tied  up  in  a 
linen  cloth.     Then  put  in  the 
fugar  and  honey,  and  boil  down 
the  mixture  to  the  confiftence  of 
thin  honey. 

This  compofition  is  very  well 
contrived  for  the  purpofe  exprefTed 
in  its  title.  It  is  principally  em- 
ployed in  laxative  glyfters ;  and 
hence  brown  fugar  is  here  allowed ; 
whilft  for  all  other  ufes,  the  double 
refined  is  directed. 

OXYMEL  ex  ALLIO. 
OYXMEL  of  GARLIC. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Garlic,  cut  in  flices,   an  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Caraway  feeds, 
Sweet  fennel  feeds,    each  two 

drams ; 
Clarified  honey,   ten  ounces  by 

weight ; 
Vinegar,  half  a  pint. 
Boil  the  vinegar  for  a  little  time, 
with  the  feeds  bruifed,  in  a 
glazed  earthen  veflel ;  then  add 
the  garlic,  and  cover  the  veflel 
clofe ; 
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clofe ;  when    grown  cold,  prefs     Boil  them  in  a  glazed  earthen  vef- 

lel,   over    a   gentle  fire,  to   the 


out  the  liquor,  and  difiblve  in  it 
the  honey,  by  the  heat  of  a  wa- 
ter bath. 

This  oxymel  is  recommended  for 
attenuating  vifcid  juices,  promot- 
ing expectoration,  and  the  fluid  fe- 
cretions  in  general.  It  is  doubtlefs 
a  medicine  of  confiderable  efficacy, 
though  .very  unpleafant,  the  flavour 
Of  the  garlic  prevailing,  notwith- 
fianding  the  addition  or  the  aroma- 
tic iceds. 

OXYMEL  PECTORALE. 
PECTORAL  OXl'MEL. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Elecampane  roots, 

Florence   orris  roots,  each  half 

an  ounce ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  one  ounce; 
Vinegar,  a  quarter  of  a  pint; 
Honey,  eight  ounces  ; 
Water,  two  pints. 
Let  the  roots,  cut  and  bruifed,  be 
boiled   in    the  water  till   half  a 
pint  is  waited ;    then    (train   off 
the  liquor,  and  add  to  it  the  gum 
ammoniacum,  previoufly  diflblv- 
ed  in  the  vinegar,  and  the  honey  : 
boil  the  whole  together,  taking 
oft  the  fcum  as  it  arifes ;  and  laft- 
ly,  flrain  out  the  oxymel. 
The  title  of  this  compofition  ex- 
preffes  its  medical  virtues.     It    is 
defigned  for  thofe  diforders  of  the 
breaft  that  proceed  from  a  load  of 
vifcid  phlegm  (which  this  medicine 
attenuates  and  promotes  the  expec- 
toration of,  and  obftructions  of  the 
pulmonary  vefTels.     Two  or  three 
ipoonfuls  may  be  taken  every  night 
and   morning,    and   continued   for 
fome  time. 

OXYMEL  SCILLITICUM. 
OXYMEL  of  SQUILLS. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Clarified  honey,  three  pounds  ; 
Vinegar  of  fquills,  two  pints. 


over 

confidence  of  a  fyrup. 

In  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia, 
the  honey  is  employed  unclarified  ; 
and  the  fcum,  which  in  fuch  cafe 
arifes  in  the  boiling,  taken  off:  by 
this  means,  the  impurities  of  the 
honey  are  difcharged  ;  but  fome  of 
the  medicinal  parts  of  the  fquills, 
which  the  vinegar  is  impregnated 
with,  are  alfo  feparated.  For  this 
reafon  the  London  college  have  ju- 
dicioufly  ordered  the  honey,  for  all 
thefe  kinds  of  preparations1,  to  be 
previoufly  clarified  by  itfelf. 

Oxymel  of  fquills  is  an  ufeful 
aperient,  detergent,  and  expecto- 
rant ;  and  of  great  fervice  in  hu- 
moural  afthmas,  coughs,  and  other 
diforders,  where  thick  phlegm 
abounds.  It  is  given  in  dofes  of 
two  or  three  drams,  along  with 
fome  aromatic  water,  as  that  of 
cinnamon,  to  prevent  the  naufea 
which  it  would  otherwife  be  apt 
to  excite.  In  large  dofes,  it  proves 
emetic. 

OXYMEL  SIMPLEX. 
SIMPLE  OXYMEL. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Clarified  honey,  two  pounds  3 
Vinegar,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  in  a  glazed  earthen  vef- 
fel  over  a  gentle  fire,  to  the  con- 
fidence of  a  fyrup. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Honey,  two  pounds ; 
Vinegar,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  according  to  art , 

This  fimple  preparation  is  not 
inferior  in  efficacy  to  many  more 
elaborate  compofition s.  It  is  an 
agreeable,  mild,  cooling,  fapona- 
ceous,  detergent,  and  attenuating 
medicine.  It  is  often  ufed  in  cool- 
ing, detergent  gargarifms,  and  not 
unfrequently  as  an  expectorant. 

G  g  Chap- 
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Chapter  XX. 

PULVERES, 
P  0  W  D  E  R  S. 
General  rules  for  making  powders. 


) ARTICULAR  care  ought  to 
be  taken  that  nothing  carious, 
decayed,  or  impure,  be  mixed 
in  the  compofition  of  powders  : 
the  ftalks,  and  corrupted  parts  of 
plants,  are  to  be  feparated  [E.] 
II. 

The   dry   aromatics   ought  to   be 
fprinkled,   during  their  pulveri- 
zation, with  a  few  drops  of  any 
proper  water  [E.] 
III. 

For  light,  dry  fubftances,,  it  is  con- 
venient to  oil  the  mortar  a  little, 
or  occasionally  add  a  drop  or 
two  of  fweet  oil.  This  prevents 
the  finer  powder  from  flying  a- 
bout,  does  not  hinder  the  fub- 
jeft  from  pulverizing  freely,  or 
occafion  the  preparation  to  grow 
mouldy  in  keeping,  which  aque- 
ous liquors  do. 
IV. 

The  moifter  aromatics  may  be 
dried,  with  a  very  gentle  heat, 
before  they  are  committed  to  the 
mortar  [£.] 

V. 

Gumsj  and  fuch  other  fubftances  as 
are  difficultly  puiverable,  mould 
be  pounded  along  with  the  drier 
ones,  that  they  may  pais  the  fieve 
together. 

vr. 

No  part  fhould  be  feparated  for 
ufe,  until  the  whole  quantity  put 
into  the  mortar  has   patted   the 


fieve,  and  the  feveral  fittings 
been  mixed  together  ;  for  thofe 
parts  of  one  and  the  fame  fubject, 
which  powder  firft,  may  prove 
different  at  leaft  in  degree  of  ef- 
ficacy, from  the  reft. 
Powders  are  to  be  prepared  only  in 
fmall  quantities  at  a  time,  and 
kept  in  glafs  vefTels  very  clofely 
itopt[i<.] 

If  powders  are  long  kept,  and 
not  carefully  fecured  from  the  air, 
their  virtue  is  in  great  meafure  de- 
ftroyed,  altho'  the  parts  in  which 
it  confifts  fhould  not  in  other  cir- 
cumfrances  prove  volatile.  Thus, 
though  the  virtues  of  ipecacoanha 
are  fo  fixt  as  to  remain  entire  even 
in  extracts,  made  with  proper  men- 
ftruaj  yet,  as  the  college  of  Wir- 
temberg  obferves,  if  the  powdered 
root  be  expofed  for  a  length  of 
time  to  the  air,  it  lofes  its  emetic 
quality.  How  this  happens  will 
be  eafily  underftood  from  what  has 
been  already  faid  in  page  361. 

PULVIS  ANTI-EPILEPTICUS, 

de  gutteta  diclus. 

JNTI-EPJLEPTIC  POUDER, 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Wild  valerian  roots, 
White  dittany  roots, 
Peony  roots, 

Mifletoe  of  the  oak,  each  equal 
parts. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  powder 

This 
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This  powder  has  undergone  a 
confiderable  change  fmce  its  laft 
appearance.  The  form  above  con- 
tains ieven  lefs  ingredients  than  the 
old  one  ;  moil:  of  the  articles  reject- 
ed favour  too  much  of  fuperftition 
to  be  any  longer  retained,  or  ap- 
pear upon  other  accounts  evidently 
exceptionable  ;  and  it  is  probable, 
a  feverer  fcrutiny  would  have 
thrown  out  the  dittany,  peony,  and 
milletoe  of  the  oak  ;  the  virtues  of 
this  laft  are  greatly  to  be  fufpe&ed  ; 
and  though  the.  two  others  may  be 
admitted  as  of  fome  ferjoce,  yet 
they  are  certainly  inferior  to  the 
valerian,  and  increafe  the  bulk  of 
the  medicine,  without  contributing 
a  proportionable  mare  of  efficacy. 
However,  as  the  powder  now 
Hands,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
medicine  of  confiderable  ufe  for 
the  purpofe  expreiTed  in  its  title  ; 
the  teftacea,  which  are^n  many 
compofitions  of  this  kind,  are  here 
prudently  omitted,  as  they  may  be 
more  conveniently  added  occasion- 
ally. The  dofe  is  from  ten  grains 
to  half  a  dram  for  children;  and 
from  half  a  dram  to  two  drams, 
for  adults. 

PULVIS    ARI    COMPOSITUS. 

COMPOUND  POWER  of 

JRUM. 

Loud. 

Take  of 

Arum    root,     frefli    dried,     two 

ounces ; 
Yellow  water  flag  roots, 
Burnet  faxifrage  roots,   each  one 

ounce  ; 
Crabs  eyes  prepared, 
Cinnamon,   each  half  an  ounce; 
Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drams. 
Beat  them  into  a  powder,  which  is 
to  be  kept  in  a  clofe  veffel. 
Edinb. 

Take  of 
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Arum  roots,   newly  dried,   two 
ounces  ;l 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Burnet  faxifrage  roots,  each  cne 
ounce ; 

Crabs  eyes    prepared,   half  an 
ounce; 

Cinnamon,  three  drams  ; 

Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drams. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  pow- 
der,  according  to  art. 

The  calamus  aromaticus  is  infert- 
ed  in  the  latter  of  thefe  prescriptions, 
on  a  fuppofition  that  this  was  un- 
derftood  by  the  acorus  'vulgaris  of 
the  original,  a  name  which  has 
been  applied  by  different  writers, 
both  to  it  and  to  the  gladiolus  lu- 
teus,  or  yellow  water  flag.  But 
as  the  medicine  was  firft  contrived 
by  a  German  phyfician,  Birckmann, 
and  as  in  fome  of  the  German 
pharmacopoeias,  the  acorns  vulgaris 
is  explained  to  be  the  water  flag, 
the  London  college  have  made 
choice  of  this  laft,  and  exprelfed  it 
by  a  name  which  more  clearly  di- 
ftinguifhes  it  from  the  other.  The 
caution  of  keeping  the  powder  in 
a  clofe  veffel,  is  a  very  neceffary 
one  ;  for  if  expofed  to  the  air,  the 
alcaline  fait,  imbibing  moifture  from 
it,  woufd  run  into  a  liquid  ftate. 
Two  alcaline  falts  have  been  gene- 
rally directed  ;  but  as  they  differ 
from  one  another  only  In  name  (fee 
page  278.)  one  of  them  isherejuflly 
omitted,  and  fupplied  by  a  propor- 
tionable increafe  of  the  other.  Pof- 
fibly  the  prepared  crabs  eyes  might 
alfo  have  been  dropt,  unlefs  they 
are  intended  to  augment  the  vo- 
lume of  the  medicine  ;  for  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  any  medicinal 
virtue  which  alcaline '  falts  do  not 
poifefs  in  a  greater  degree. 

This  cpmpofition  was  originally 
intended   for  a  ftomachic :  and  in 
cold  fluggifti  temperaments,  where 
vifcid  phlegm  and  crude  acid  juices 
G  p-  2  abound 
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abound  in  the  firft  paiTages,  it 
proves  a  very  ferviceable  one  ;  dif- 
iblving  and  promoting  the  expul- 
iion  of  the  noxious  humours,  ex- 
citing appetite,  and  opening  ob- 
ilruclions,  not  only  of  the  vifcera, 
but  likewife  of  the  remoter  glands ; 
whence  it  becomes  ufeful  in  fcor- 
butic  cafes  alfo :  the  dofe  is  from 
one  fcruple  to  two.  It  is  beft  when 
frefh  made :  in  keeping,  it  is  apt 
to  grow  mouldy,  and  lofe  of 
its  efficacy  ;  the  arum  root  in 
particular  foon  lofes  the  pun- 
gency in  which  its  virtue  re- 
sides. 

PULVIS  ANTILYSSUS. 

POWDER  againji   the   BITE  of  a 

MAD  DOG. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Aflvcoloured  ground  liverwort, 
two  ounces ; 

Black  pepper,  one  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 

In  our  former  pharmacopoeia, 
the  quantity  of  pepper  was  equal 
to  that  of  the  herb  :  which  render- 
ing the  powder  greatly  too  hot, 
the  above  diminution  of  it  became 
neceffary.  The  virtue  which  ,this 
medicine  has  been  celebrated  for, 
is  expreiTed  in  its  title  :  the  dofe  is 
a  dram  and  a  half,  to  be  taken  in 
the  morning  falling,  in  half  a  pint 
of  cows  milk  warm,  for  four  morn- 
ings together.  Before  the  ufe  of 
the  powder,  the  patient  is  to  be 
blooded ;  and  after  it,  to  be  dipt 
in  cold  water  every  morning  fall- 
ing for  a  month.  See  LICHEN 
C1NEREUS,  page  151. 

PULVIS  e  BOLO 

COMPOS1TUS  fine  OPIO. 

COMPOUND  POWDER  of 

BOLE  without  OPIUM. 

Loud. 

Take  of 


Bole  Armenic,  or  French  bole, 
half  a  pound ; 

Cinnamon,  four  ounces  5 

Tormentil  root, 

Gum  Arabic,  each  three  ounces ; 

Long  pepper,   half  an  ounce. 
Reduce  thefe  ingredients  into  pow- 
der. 

PULVIS  e  BOLO 
COMPOSITUS  cum  OPIO. 

COMPOUND  POWDER    of 
BOLE  with  OPIUM. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Opium  ftrained,  three  drams. 
Dry  it  a  little,  fo  as  to  render  it 
eafily  pulverable  ;  and  add  it  to 
the  foregoing  fpecies,  that  they 
may  all  beat  into  a  powder  to- 
gether. 

This  powder,  with  opium,  is  an 
elegant  reform  of  the  fpecies  of 
Fracaftorius's  confection,  common- 
ly called  diafcordium  ;  confifting 
only  of  fuch  of  the  ingredients  of 
that  compofition,  as  are  moft  con- 
ducive to  the  intention  for  which  it 
is  at  prefent  prefcribed.  Forty- 
five  grains  of  the  powder  contain 
one  of  opium. 

The  powder  is  directed  to  be 
kept  without  opium,  for  cafes, 
where  the  affiflance  of  that  fopori- 
fic  drug  is  not  wanted.  It  is  a 
warm,  glutinous  aftringent;  and 
in  fluxes,  or  other  diforders,  where 
medicines  of  this  clafs  are  proper, 
generally  does  good  fervice.  It 
may  be  given  in  dofes  of  a  fcruple, 
or  half  a  dram,  and  occafionally 
repeated. 

PULVIS  e  CERUSSA 

COMPOSITUS. 

COMPOUND  POWDER  of 

CERUSSE. 

Lond. 

Take  of 


Cerufle,  five  ounces , • 


Sarco- 
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Sarcocolla,  one  ounce  and  a 
half; 

Gum  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce. 

This  compofition  is  the  trochtfci 
albi  of  Razi,  brought  back  to  its 
original  fimplicity  with  regard  to 
the  ingredients,  and  without  the 
needlels  trouble  of  making  it  into 
troches.  It  is  employed  for  exter- 
nal purpofes  ;  as  in  collyria,  lotions, 
and  injections,  for  repelling  hot 
acrimonious  humours ;  and  in  in- 
flammations. 

■      PULVIS  e  CHELIS 
CANCRORUM  COMPOSITUS. 

COMPOUND  POWDER  of 
CRABS  CLAWS. 
Loud, 
Take  of 

The  tips  of  crabs  claws  prepared, 

one  pound ; 
Pearls  prepared, 

Red  coral  prepared,  each  three 
ounces, 
Mix  them  together. 
Editib. 
Take  of 

Crabs  eyes  prepared, 

Red    coral  prepared,    each   an 

ounce ; 
Black  tips  of  crabs  claws  prepar- 
ed, two  ounces. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  pow- 
der. 
Thefe  powders  have  loft  feveral 
of  their  ingredients,    without  any 
injury  to  their  virtues  ;  and  pofiibly 
they  would  ftill  bear  a  farther  re- 
duction ;    for  both  the  crabs  eyes 
and  claws  are  by  themfelves  more 
effectual  than  any  compofition  of 
them  with  pearls  and  coral. 

The  only  virtue  of  thefe  powders 
is  to  abforb  acidities  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages  ;  if  no  acid  juices  are  con- 
tained there,  they  prove  injurious 
rather  than  beneficial  (fee  pages  53, 
54.)  They  have  been  often  ex- 
hibited in  fevers,  under  the  notion 
of  alexipharmacs    and    fudorifics, 
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from  a  fuppofition  that  thefe  dif- 
orders  are  occafioned  by  a  latent 
acid ;  and,  though  this  theory  is 
now  exploded,  the  practice  built 
upon  it  is,  in  good  meafure,  ftill 
continued.  Infants  at  the  breaft, 
indeed,  are  notunfrequently  thrown 
into  febrile  diftempers,  from  a  re- 
dundancy of  acid  humours ;  and  in 
thefe  cafes,  the  abforbent  powders 
are  undoubtedly  of  ufe  ;  but  in  the 
fevers  of  adults,  it  fcarce  ever  hap- 
pens that  they  can  be  of  any  fer- 
vice.  So  far  are  abforbents  from 
being  ufeful  here,  that  fubftances 
of  a  directly  contrary  quality,  mild 
acidulous  liquors,  are  in  general 
the  moftfuccefsful  remedies,  where- 
ever  the  vis  vitas  is  not  too  far  de- 
preffed ;  and  where  it  is,  the  infi- 
pid  indolent  earths  can  contribute 
nothing  to  fupport  or  raife  it. 

PULVIS  BEZOARDICUS. 

BEZOARDIC  POWDER. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Compound    powder    of    crabs 
claws,   one  pound ; 

Oriental  bezoar    prepared,   one 
ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Bezoar  has  hitherto  been  an  in- 
gredient in  the  foregoing  compofi- 
tion ;  though,  notwithftanding  the 
addition  it  made  to  the  price,  it 
added  nothing  to  the  virtue  of  .the 
medicine.  1  he  college  of  London 
have  therefore  very  prudently  di- 
rected an  abforbent  powder,  with- 
out this  coftly  article ;  and  com- 
pofed  another,  diftinguifhed  by  its 
name,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
expect  any  particular  virtues  from 
it.  The  Edinburgh  college  have 
entirely  expunged  this  unneceffary 
drug,  and  take  no  farther  notice  of 
it  in  their  pharmacopoeia,  than 
barely  giving  it  a  place  in  a  cata- 
logue of  fimples,  along  with  fun- 
dry  other  fubftances,  which  they 
G  g  3  certainly 
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diaphorefis  to  be  promoted.  It  is 
poffible,  that  the  crabs  claw  pow- 
ders are  of  no  farther  fervice  than 
as  they  divide  thefe  powerful  in- 
gredients, and  render  them  fup- 
portable  to  the  ftomach. 


certainly  do  not  infift  upon  being 
kept  in  the  ihops. 


PULVIS  CONTRAYERVA 

COMFOSITUS. 
COMPOUND  POWDER  of 

CONTRATERFJ. 

Land. 
Take  of 

Compoundpowder  of  crabs  claws, 
a  pound  and  a  half ; 

Contrayerva  root,  five  ounces. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Contrayerva  root,  half  an  ounce ; 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  a  dram  and 
a  half   . 

Cochineal,  one  dram  j 

Englifh  fafFron,  half  a  dram  ; 

Bole    Armenic   prepared,    three 
drams ; 

Compound  powder  of  crabs  claws, 
feven  drams ; 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

Thefe  powders  were  formerly 
directed  to  be  made  up  into  balls 
with  water,  (and  then  called  LA- 
PIS CONTRAYERVA,)  apiece 
of  trouble  now  laid  afide  as  need- 
lefs,  for  it  was  neceftary  to  reduce 
the  balls  into  powder  again  before 
they  could  be  ufed.  Nor  did  that 
form  contribute,  as  has  been  ima- 
gined, to  their  prefervation  ;  for  it 
is  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
powder  will  lofe  more  by  being 
kept  for  a  reafonable  length  of 
time  in  a  clofe-fiopt  glafs,  than  the 
balls  will,  in  the  humeclation  with 
water,  and  exficcation  in  the  air, 
before  they  are  fit  for  being  put  by 
to  keep. 

Thefe  medicines  have  a  much 
better  claim  to  the  title  of  an  alex- 
ipharmac  and  fudorific,  than  the 
two  foregoing  compofitions.  The 
contrayerva,  fnakeroot,  and  faflion 
by  themfelves  are  fuch,  and  prove 
eminently  ferviccable  in  low  fevers, 
where  the  vis  vkx  is  weak,  and  a 
4 


PULVIS  DIATESSARON.   ' 
POWDER  of  FOUR 
INGREDIENTS. 
>  Edinb. 

Tafte  of 

Round  birthwort  roots, 

Gentian  roots, 

Bayberries, 

Myrrh,  each  two  ounces. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

In  former  editions  of  the  Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia,  this  compofi- 
tion  was  ordered  to  be  made  into 
an  ele&ary,  and  dignified  with  the 
title  of  THERIACA  diateffaron. 
We  have  not  heard,  however,  of 
its  being  otherwife  made  ufe  of, 
than  for  difeafes  of  cattle. 

PULVIS  DIAPENTE. 

POWDER  of  FIVE 
INGREDIENTS. 

Edinb. 

This  is  made  by  adding  to  the  fore- 
going compofitions  two  ounces 
of  ivory  fhavings  : 

which  add  more  to  its  bulk  than  to 

its  virtue. 

PULVIS  e  MYRRHA 
COMPOSITUS. 

COMPOUND  POWDER  of 
MYRRH. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Rue  leaves,   dried, 

Dittany  of  Crete, 

Myrrh,    each  an  ounce  and    a 

half  j 
Afa  fetida, 
S.agapenum, 
Ruilia  caftor, 

Opopanax,  each  one  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 

This 
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This  is  a  reform  of  the  trochifd 
e  myrrba,  a  compofition  contrived 
by  Razi  againft:  uterine  obftrucli- 
ons.  The  making  the  powder 
into  troches  was  very  unneceffary, 
iince  the  medicine  is  never  ufed  in 
that  form.  The  powder  may  be 
taken  in  any  convenient  vehicle, 
or  made  into  bolufes,  from  a  fcruple 
to  a  dram  or  more,  two  or  three 
times  a  day. 

PULVIS  ad  PARTUM. 
POWDER  to  promote 
DELWERT: 
Edinb. 
Take  of 
Borax,  half  an  ounce  j 
Caftor, 

Saffron,  each  a  dram  and  a  half; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  eight  drops  ; 
Oil  of  amber,   fix  drops. 
B.eat  the  fpecies  together  into  a  pow- 
der, to  which  add  the  oils,   and 
mix  the  whole  well  together. 
This   medicine   has   long   been 
held  in  efteem  for  the  purpofe  ex- 
preffed   in  its   title  :    neverthelefs, 
its   real   efficacy,    and  what  fhare 
thereof  is  owing  to.  each  of  the  in- 
gredients, has  not  been  fufficiently 
determined  :    the    borax,   tho1  ge- 
nerally looked  upon  as  the  capital 
article,    feems    to    contribute    the 
leaft  to   its    virtue.      The  dofe  is 
from  a  fcruple  to   a  dram,  or  fo 
much  as  can  be  conveniently  taken 
up  at  once  on  the  point  of  a  knife. 
It  mould  be  kept  in  a  very  clofe 
vefTel,  otherwife  it  will  foon  lofe  a 
considerable  deal  of  its  more  valu- 
able parts. 

PULVrS  e  SCAMMONIO 

COMPOSITUS. 
COMPOUND  POWDER  of 
SCAMMONY. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Scammony,  four  ounces ; 
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Calcined  hartfhorn  prepared, three 
ounces. 
Grind  them  diligently  together  in- 
to a  powder. 

Here  the  fcammony  is  divided 
by  the  earthy  calx,  and  thus  ren- 
dered fqntewhat  more  foluble,  and 
lefs  adhefive ;  hence  its  purgative 
quality  is  promoted,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  becomes  lefs  griping. 
The  dofe  of  the  compound  is  from 
fifteen  grains  to  half  a  dram. 

This  powder  has  been  ufually 
prepared  with  diaphoretic  antimony 
and  cryftals  of  tartar  (inftead  of  the 
calcined  hartfhorn  above  directed,) 
and  called,  from  its  firlt  publifher, 
PULVIS  CORNACHINI,  which 
in  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia 
is  thus  directed  : 
Take  of 

Diaphoretic  antimony, 

Creme  of  tartar, 

Scammony,  each  equal  parts. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

This  may  be  given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  dram  or  more,  In  other 
prefcriptions,  the  tartar  and  anti- 
monial  calx  bear  nearly  the  fame 
proportion  to  the  fcammony,  as 
the  calcined  hartfhorn  in  the  pre- 
ceding formula.  It  appears  pro- 
bable, that  neither  of  thefe  ingre- 
dients are  of  any  farther  ufe,  than 
ae  they  divide  the  texture  of  the 
fcammony  ;  though  Cornacchini 
propofes  notable  advantage  from 
lb  me  deobftruent  quality  in  the  tar- 
tar, whereby  the  veflels  fhall  be 
opened,  and  the  noxious  humours 
prepared  for  expulfion ;  and  from 
the  preparation  of  antimony,  tho' 
it  have  no  fenfible  operation,  he 
expects  fome  fhare  of  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs,  which  fometimes  attends  the 
rougher  preparations  of  that  mi- 
neral. 


PULVIS  e  SENA 
COMPOSITUS. 


G 


Z  4 


COM- 
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COMPOUND  POWDER  of 
SENA. 
Loud. 
Take  of 
Sena, 

Cryftals  of  tartar,each  two  ounces  j 
,Scammony,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Cloves,      , 
Cinnamon, 

Ginger,  each  two  drams. 
Powder   thefcammony    by   itfelfj 
and  all  the  other  ingredients  to- 
gether ;  then  mix  them. 

PULVIS  DIASENN^E.  ' 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Sena, 

Creine  of  tartar,  each  two  ounces ; 

Scammony. 

Ginger,    each  half  an  ounce. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

Thefe  powders  are  given  as  ca- 
thartics, in  the  dofe  of  two  fcruples, 
or  a  dram.  The  fpices  are  added, 
not  only  to  divide,  but  to  warm 
the  medicine,  and  make  it  fit  eafier 
on  the  ftomach.  The  fcammony 
is  ufed  as  a  famulus  to  the  fena  ; 
the  quantity  of  the  latter  neceifary 
for  a  dofe,  when  not  aflifted  by 
fome  more  powerful  material,  be- 
ing too  bulky  to  be  conveniently 
taken  in  this  form. 

PULVIS  STERNUTATORIUS. 
STERNUTJTORT  POWDER. 
Loud. 
Take  of 
Afarum, 
Marjoram, 

Marum  Syriacum,  leaves  dried, 
Lavender   flowers,    dried,    each 
equal  weights. 
Rub  them  all  together  into  a  pow- 
der. 


PULVIS   CEPHALICUS. 
CEPHALIC  POWDER. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

i 


Betony, 

Marjoram,  of  the  leaves  of  each, 
equal  parts. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 

The  titles  of  thefe  powders  fuffi- 
ciently  exprefs  their  intention.  They 
are  both  agreeable  and  efficacious 
errhines,  and  fuperior  to  mod  of 
thofe  dually  fold  under  the  name 
of  herb  fnuffs. 

PULVIS  STYPTICUS. 
srfpric  POWDER. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Alum,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Dragons  blood,  two  drams. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  pow- 
der. 

This  powder  has  long  been  in 
repute  as  an  aflrinp-ent,  under  the 
title  of  PULVIS  STYPTICUS 
HELVETII.  It  is  undoubtedly 
a  very  powerful  medicine  ;  though 
the  dragons  blood  feems  to  have 
little  fhare  in  its  efrcfts.  See  page 
75.  Some  direct  the  ingredients 
to  be  melted  together  before  they 
are  powdered  :  but  this  circum- 
ftance  does  not  appear  to  be  at  all 
neceffary. 

PULVIS  e  SUCCINO 

COMPOS1TUS. 

COMPOUND  POWDER  of 

AMBER. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Amber  prepared, 
Gum  Arabic,  each  ten  drams  j 
Juice  of  hypociiHs, 
Balauftines, 

Japan  earth,  each  five  drams ; 
Olibanum,  half  an  ounce; 
Strained  opium,  one  dram. 
Reduce  them   all  together  into  a 
powder. 
This  powder  is  compofed  of  the 
more   unexceptionable    ingredients 
of  the  TROCKISCI  e  CARABE 

of 


Chap.  20.  Powders. 

of  our  former  pharmacopoeia.  The 
articles  omitted,  which  are  as  many 
in  number  as  thofe  now  retained, 
were  manifeftly  abfurd  or  fuper- 
fiuous  ;  and  the  making  it  up  into 
troches,  a  very  unneceilary  trouble. 
The  medicine,  as  now  reformed, 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  ufeful, 
and  tolerably  elegant  aflringent ; 
though  poflibly  the  ingredient, 
which  it  receives  name  from,  con- 
tributes little  to  its  virtue.  Two 
fcruples  of  the  compofition  contain 
one  grain  of  opium. 

PULVIS  e  TRAGACANTHA 

COMPOSITUS. 

COMPOUND  POWDER  of 

GUM  TRAGACANTH. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Gum  tragacanth, 
Gum  Arabic, 
Marfhmallowroot,  each  an  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Starch, 

Liquorice,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 
Double    refined     fugar,      three 
ounces ; 
Grind  them  into  a  powder. 

PULVIS  DIATRAGACANTHI. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Gum  tragacanth,  one  ounce  ; 

Gum  Arabic,  five  drams ; 

Liquorice, 

White  poppy  feeds, 

Starch,  each  two  drams ; 

Marfhmallow    roots,      half    an 
ounce. 
Beat  them  all  together  into  a  pow- 
der. 

Both  thefe  powders  are  mild,  e- 
mollient,  glutinous  medicines,  and 
hence  become  ferviceable  in  heclic 
cafes,  tickling  coughs,  ftrangury, 
heat  of  urine,  fome  kinds  of  alvine 
fluxes,  and  other  diforders  pro- 
ceeding from  a  thin  acrimonious 
ftate  of  the  humors,  or  an  abrafion 
of  the  natural  mucus  of  the  intef, 
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tines  ;  they  foften,  and  give  a 
greater  degree  of  confiilency  to 
the  former,  and  defend  the  latter 
from  being  irritated  or  excoriated 
by  them.  All  the  ingredients  co- 
incide in  thefe  general  intentions  ; 
the  marfhmallowroot,  however,  is 
fomewhat  too  bulky  for  this  form, 
and  likewife  fubjecls  the  compofi- 
tion to  grow  mouldy  in  keeping, 
an  inconvenience  which  the  cold 
feeds  formerly  employed  in  thefe 
powders  were  particularly  liable  to. 
The  dofe  is  from  half  a  dram  to 
two  or  three  drams,  which  may  be 
frequently  repeated. 

HIERA  PICRA. 
i.  e.  The  HOLT  BITTER. 

Lond. 
Take  of 

The  gum  extracted  from  Socoto- 
rine  aloes,  one  pound  ; 

Canella  alba,  three  ounces. 
Beat  them  feparately  into  powder, 

and  then  mix  them  together. 

This  powder,  in  our.  former 
pharmacopoeia,  befides  the  capital 
ingredient  aloes,  contained  cinna- 
mon, zedoary,  afarum,  cardamom 
feeds,  faffron,  and  cochineal.  The 
article  here  introduced  in  the  room 
of  thefe,  was  found,  upon  trial  of 
a  great  many  others,  molt  effectu- 
ally to  cover  the  ill  flavour  of  the 
aloes ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
quantity  fufHcient  to  effect  this, 
communicates  to  the  medicine  the 
fame  degree  of  fpicy  warmth,  as 
the  aromatics  in  the  old  form.  It 
fhould  neverthelefs  feem,  that  the 
alteration  make  in  this  preparation 
may  occafion  fome  fmall  change  in 
its  medical  virtues  :  the  finguhr 
qualities  of  the  afarum  point  out 
the  intention  of  the  contriver  to 
have  been,  not  entirely  to  alleviate 
the  intenfe  bitternefs  and  difagree- 
able  fniell  of  the  aloes,  or  barely 
to  warm  the  medicine  with  aroma- 
tics, but  by  the  addition  of  pun- 

g3^ 
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gent,  penetrating  fubftances,  to 
promote  and  extend  its  aclion  to 
farther  purpofes,  than  the  aloes 
alone  was  capable  ofanfvvering.  In 
this  light,  the  modern  practice  con- 
fiders  this  medicine,  and  prefcribes 
it  not  limply  as  a  purgative,  but  as 
a  famulus.  In  the  following  for- 
mula, the  afarum  is  likewife  re- 
jected ;  but  another  pungent  drug 
introduced  in  its  ftead  : 

PULVIS  HIERM  PICR^E. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  four  ounces ; 

Virginian  fnakeroot, 

Lefler  cardamon  feeds,  each  half 
an  ounce. 
Mix,  and  beat  them  into  a  powder. 

Thefe  compofitions  were  origi- 
nally directed  to  be  made  into  an 
eledlary :  with  us,  they  have  been 
rarely  ufed  in  that  form,  and  not 
often  in  this  of  a  powder,  on  ac- 
count of  their  great  naufeoufnefs. 
They  are  chiefly  employed  as  the 
bafis  of  a  tin&ure  called,  from  the 
extraordinary  virtues  attributed  to 
it,  tinSlurafacra,  which  fee. 

SPECIES  AROMATIC.E. 
AROMATIC  SPECIES. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  two  ounces ; 
Lefler  cardamon  feeds,  hulked, 
Ginger, 

Long  pepper,  each  one  ounce. 
Beat  them  together  into  a  powder. 

PULVIS  DIAROMATON. 
AROMATIC  POWDER. 
Edinh. 
Take  of 

Canella  alba, 

Lefler  cardamom  feeds, 

Mace, 

Ginger,  each  equal  parts. 


Beat  them  all  together  into  a  pow- 
der. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are  a- 
greeable,  hot,  fpicy  medicines  ; 
and  as  fuch,  may  be  ufefully  exhi- 
bited in  cold  phlegmatic  habits  and 
decayed  conftitutions,  for  warming 
the  ftomach,  promoting  digeftion, 
exciting  the  vis  vitas,  and  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  tone  of  the  vifcera  in  gene- 
ral. The  dofe  is  from  ten  grains 
to  a  fcruple  and  upwards.  The 
fir  ft  proves  confiderably  the  warm- 
ell. 

SPECIES  e  SCORDIO  fine 
OPIO. 

SPECIES  of  SCORDIUM  without 
OPIUM. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Bole  Armenic,  or  French  bole, 
four  ounces  ; 

Scordium,  two  ounces  ; 

Cinnamon,     one   ounce    and   a 
half; 

Storax  ftrained, 

Tormentil  root, 

Biftort  root, 

Gentian, 

Dittany  of  Crete, 

Galbanum  ftrained, 

Gum  Arabic, 

Red  rofes,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Long  pepper, 

Ginger,  each  half  an  ounce. 
Reduce  them  into  powder. 

SPECIES  e  SCORDIO  cum 
OPIO. 

SPECIES  of  SCORDIUM  ivith 
OPIUM. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Strained  opium,  three  drams. 
Dry  it  a  little,  that  it  may  eafily 
pulverize  ;  and  add  it  to  the 
foregoing  fpecies  in  the  beating, 
that  they  may  be  all  reduced  in- 
to a  powder  together. 

This 


Chap.  2  0. 


Powders. 


This  is  the  fpecies  of  Fracafto- 
rius's  confection  or  diafcordium, 
which  has  been  hitherto  kept  in 
the  fhops  in  the  form  of  an  elec- 
tary  only,  but  is  now  judicioufly 
directed  in  that  of  a  powder  alfo, 
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felves  to  the  fugar  of  rofes,  omit- 
ting ibrrel  feeds,  which  are  certain- 
ly infignificant,  and  fupplying  the 
Lemnian  earth,  which*  with  us  is 
fcarce  ever  met  with  genuine,  by  a 
proper  increafe  of  the  bole.     They 


both  with  and  without  the  opium  :     have  neverthelefs   given  an  elegant 
when   made  into  an  eleftary,    the     reform  of  it,  in  the  fulvis  e  boh, 


medicine,  in  keeping,  lofes  conn" 
derably  of  its  aftringency,  in  which 
confifts  great  part  of  its  medicinal 
virtue. 

As  this  compofition  has  in  com- 
mon practice  been  looked  upon  as  a 
medicine  of  great  confequence,  and 
its  effefts  determined  by  long  expe- 
rience ;  the  college  have  made  no 
farther  alteration  in  its  ingredients, 
than   fubftituting  red   rofes  them- 


c urn  et  fine  opio :  there,  the  fcor- 
dium,  ftorax,  gentian,  dittany, 
ginger,  andgalbanum,  are  rejected 
as  being  either  fuperfluous  or  con- 
trary to  the  intention ;  whilft  an 
increafe  of  the  tormentil  root  more 
than  amply  fupplies  the  lofs  of  the 
biftort  root  and  rofes.  The  quan- 
tity of  opium  is  the  fame  in  both, 
viz.  one  grain  in  forty-five  of  the 
compofition. 


Chap- 
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Chapter    XXL 

TROCHISCI    et    TABELLiE. 

fRO'CHES    and   LOZENGES. 


Troches  and  lozenges  are  compofed  of  powders  made  up  with  glutinous 
fubftances  into  little  cakes,  and  afterwards  exficcated. 


THIS  form  is  principally 
made  ufe  of  for  the  more 
commodious  exhibition  of  certain 
medicines,  by  fitting  them  to  dif- 
folye  flowly  in  the  mouth,  fo  as 
to  pafs  by  degrees  into  the  fto- 
mach ;  and  hence  thefe  preparations 
have  generally  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  fugar  or  other  materials 
grateful  to  the  palate.     Some  pow- 


ders have  likewife  been  reduced  in- 
to troches,  with  a  view  to  their  pre- 
fervation ;  though  poflibly  for  no 
very  good  reafons :  for  the  moiflen- 
ing,  and  afterwards  drying  them  in 
the  air,  mull  in  this  light  be  of 
greater  injury,  than  any  advantage 
accruing  from  this  form  can  coun- 
terbalance. 


General  rules  for  making  troches. 


The  four  firft.  rules  laid  down  for 
making  powders,  are  allb  to  be 
obferved  in  the  powders  for 
troches. 

II. 

If  the  mafs  proves  fo  glutinous  as 
to  flick  to  the  fingers  in  making 
up,  the  hands  may  be  anointed 
with  any  convenient  fweet  or  a- 
romatic  oil  ;  or  elfe  fprinkled 
with  powder  of  flarch,  or  with 
that  of  liquorice. 
III. 

In  order  to  throughly  dry  the  tro- 
ches, put  them  on  an  inverted 
fieve,  in  a  ihady,  airy  place,  and 
frequejitjy  turn  them. 


IV. 

Troches  are  to  be  kept  in  glafs  vef- 
fels,  or  in  earthen  ones  well 
glazed. 

TROCHISCI  ALBI  RHASIS, 

feu  SIEF  ALBUM. 

The  WHITE  TROCHES,  or  DRY 

COLLTR1UM  ofRAZL 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Cerufle,  ten  diams ; 
Sarcocolla,  three  drams ; 
Gum  tragacanth, 
Starch,  each  two  drams  ; 
Camphor,  half  a  dram  ; 
Rofe  water,  as  much  as  is  fuffi- 
cient. 

Make 


Chap.  2 i: 

Make  them  into  troches  according 

to  art. 

The  making  thefe  ingredients 
into  troches  is  an  unneceflary  trou- 
ble ;  fince  before  they  are  ufed, 
they  muft  be  powdered  again,  for 
being  mixed  with  rofe  water  or 
other  liquors,  for  the  purpofes  of  a 
cooling,  antacrid,  and  moderately 
aftrictive  collyrium,  injection,  &c. 
The  London  college  have  therefore 
judicioufly  direfted  them  to  be  kept 
in  the  form  of  powder  (under  the 
title  of  pulvis  e  cerujja  compojitus) 
omitting  the  ftarch  and  camphor, 
which  are  not  found  in  the  original 
ofRazi. 

TROCHISCI  BECHICI  ALBI. 
WHITE  PECTORAL  TROCHES. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Double  refined  fugar,   a  pound 

and  a  half ; 
Starch,  an  ounce  and  a  half: 
Liquorice,  fix  drams  : 
Florence    orris     root,     half  an 
ounce. 
Reduce  thefe  ingredients  into  pow- 
der, which  is  to  be  made  up  in- 
to troches  with  a  proper  quantity 
of  mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 
White  fugar  candy,  a  pound  and 

a  half; 
Florence  orris  root,    an   ounce 

and  a  half  j 
Liquorice,  an  ounce ; 
Starch,  half  an  ounce ; 
Mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth,  as 
much  as  is  fumcient  to  make 
the    other   ingredients,    pow- 
dered, into  troches. 
Thefe  compofitions  are  very  a- 
greeable    pectorals,     and  may   be 
ufed  at  pleafure.     They  are  calcu- 
lated for  foftening  acrimonious  hu- 
mours,   and  allaying   the   tickling 
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in    the    throat, 
coughing. 
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which  provokes 


TROCHISCI  BECHICI  NIGRI. 
BLACK  PECTORAL  TROCHES. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Extract  of  liquorice, 

Double  refined  fugar,  each  ten 
ounces ; 

Gum  tragacanth,  half  a  pound. 
Drop   upon   thefe   ingredients,    fo 

much   water  as   will  make  the 

mafs  foft  enough  to  be  formed 

into  troches. 

By  fome  error,  powder  of  liquo- 
rice was  ordered  in  the  laft  edition 
of  the  pharmacopoeia,  inftead  of 
the  extract,  which  is  the  ingre- 
dient that  gives  the  troches  their 
black  colour.  The  college  have 
now  corrected  this  miftake ;  and 
likewife  omitted  the  fweet  almonds 
and  mucilage  of  quince-feeds ;  the 
fir  ft  was  an  improper  article,  and 
the  other  an  infignificant  one. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  ounces  j 

Balfam  of  Tolu,  one  dram  ; 

Gum  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce ; 

White  fugar,  four  ounces ; 

Flyfibp  water,  as  much  as  is 
fumcient  to  make  the  other 
ingredients  into  troches. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  calcula- 
ted for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the 
white  pectoral  troches  above  de- 
fcribed.  In  foreign  pharmacopoeias 
there  are  fome  other  troches  of 
this  kind,  under  the  titles  of  tro- 
cbifci  beccbici  flavi,  and  rubri  ;  the 
firft  are  coloured  with  faftton,  the 
latter  with  bole  Armenic. 

TROCHISCI  CYPHEOS  pro 
MITHRIDATIO. 

The  TROCHES  called  CYPH1 

(incenfi  cakes)  for  MlTHRIDATE. 

Edinb. 

Take 
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Take  of 

Raifins  of  the  fun,  (toned, 
Turpentine  of  Cyprus,  each  three 

ounces ; 
Myrrh, 
Camels  hay,  each  an  ounce  and 

a  half; 
Cinnamon,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Saffron,  one  dram ; 
Bdellium, 
Spikenard, 
Cafia  lignea, 

Cyperus  roots,  the  round  or  long, 
Juniper  berries,  each  three  drams ; 
Afpalathus,  or  yellow  faunders, 

two  drams  and  a  half; 
Calamus  aromaticus,  nine  drams; 
Clarified  honey,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Grind  the  bdellium  and  myrrh  with 
fo  much  Canary  wine  as  will  re- 
duce them  to  the  coniiftence  of 
honey  ;  then  add  thereto  the 
pulp  of  the  raifins,  the  turpen- 
tine, and  the  honey,  and  laftly 
the  other  ingredients  reduced  in- 
to a  very  fubtile  powder.  Make 
the  whole  into  troches  according 
to  art. 

TROCHTSCI  didti  MAGMA 
HEDYCHROI,  pro  THERIACA 

AMDROMACHI. 

The  TROCHES  called 

HEDYCHROI  (pleafant  coloured) 

fir  VENICE  TREACLE. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Marum  leaves, 

Marjoram  leaves, 

Afpalathus,  or  yellow  faunders, 

Afarum  roots,  each  two  drams ; 

Camels  hay, 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Pontic  phu  (or  wild  valerian  root) 

Xylobalfamum  (or  ngallochum) 

Opobalfam,  (or  balfam  of  Peru) 

Coitus,  (or  zedoary) 

Cinnamon,  each  three  drams ; 


Myrrh, 

Malabathrum,  (or  bay  leaves) 

Indian  nard, 

Cafia  lignea,  ' 

Saffron,  each  fix  drams ; 

Amomum,  (or  cloves)  an  ounce 
and  a  half; 

Maftich,  one  dram  ; 

Canary  wine,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 
ficient. 
Make  them  into  troches  according 

to  art. 

Thefe  and  the  foregoing  troches, 
as  their  titles  import,  are  defigned 
only  as  ingredients,  one  in  the  mi- 
thridate,  the  other  in  the  theriaca, 
though  moil  of  their  articles  are  in- 
ferred therein  over  again.  The 
London  college  has  rejected  the 
needlefs  trouble  of  making  either  of 
thefe  troches ;  and  in  their  ftead, 
direct  the  feveral  articles  which  they 
confift  of,  to  be  united  in  thole 
compofitiens  directly. 

TROCHISCI  de  MTNIO. 
RED-LEAD  TROCHES. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Red  lead,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Corrofive     mercury     fubiimate, 

one  ounce ; 
Crumb  of  the  fineft  bread,  four 
ounces. 
Make  them  up  with  rofe  water  into 
oblong  troches. 

Thefe  troches  are  employed  only 
for  external  purpofes  as  eurharo- 
tics  :  they  are  powerfully  fuch,  and 
require  a  good  deal  of  caution  in 
their  uk. 

TROCHISCI  e  MYRRHA. 
TROCHES  of  WTRRH. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Myrrh,  half  an  ounce; 
Madder  roots, 
Pennyroyal  leaves. 
Rufiia  cafloi,  each  three  drams  ; 
Cummin 
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Cummin  feed, 

A  fa  fcetida,      ^ 

Galbanum,  each  two  drams ; 

Effential  oil  of  rue, 

Effential  oil  of  favin,  each  twenty- 
drops  ; 

Elixir  proprietatis,  as  much  as  is 
fuffitient. 
Let  the  gums  be  foftened  with  the 

elixir  into  a  mafs  of  the  coniift- 

ence  of  honey;  then  add  the  oils 

and    powders,     and    make    the 

whole  into  troches  according  to 

art. 

Thefe  troches  are  very  well  con- 
trived, in  regard  to  efficacy,  and 
fuperior  to  thofe  in  mod  other  phar- 
macopoeias, under  the  fame  title  ; 
though  fome  of  their  ingredients 
might  neverthelefs  be  difpenfed 
with  :  the  madder  is  an  unnecefTary 
article,  and  the  cummin  feed  an 
ofrenfive  one,  and  not  of  fimilar  in- 
tention with  the  reft.  There  feems 
to  be  no  occafion  for  making  a 
medicine  of  this  kind  into  troches, 
as  it  cannot  be  conveniently  taken 
in  that  form ;  the  London  college 
have  therefore  exchanged  their 
TROCHISCI  e  myrrha  for  a  PUL- 
VlS  e  myrrha  conzpojttus,  which  fee. 
Both  compactions  are  defigned  for 
antihyfterics  and  promoters  of  the 
uterine  difcharges  :  the  dofe  is 
from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram. 
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uneafmefs  about  the  ftomach,  which 
can  only  be  prevented  by  large  di- 
lution with  aqueous  liquors. 


TROCHISCI  e  NITRO. 
'TROCHES  of  NT! RE. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Nitre  purified,  four  ounces ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  one  pound. 
Make  them   into  troches  with  mu- 
cilage of  gum  tragacanth. 
This  is    a   very  agreeable  form 
for  the  exhibition  of  nitre,  though 
it  is  not  free  from  inconveniencics  ; 
for    when  the  fa'.t    is    thus  taken 
without  any  liquid  (if  the  qui . 
is  confiderable)  it  occafions   great 


TROCHISCI  e  SCILLA, 
TROCHES  of  SQUILLS. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Baked  fquills,  half  a  pound; 

Wheat  flower,  four  ounces. 
Beat  them  together,  and  form  the 

mafs  into  troches,  which  are  to 

be  dried  with  a  gentle  heat. 

TROCHISCI  SCILLITICI  pro 
THERIACA  ANDROMACHI. 
TROCHES  of  SQUILLS  for 
VENICE  TREACLE. 
Edinb. 
Take   a    whole   fquill,    after    the 
leaves  and    ftalks  are  withered. 
Having  peeled  ofT  the  outward 
fkin,  inclofe  the  fquill  in  a  pafte 
of  wheat  flower,     and   bake   it 
in  an  oven  until  the  pafte  is  dried 
into  an  hard  cruft. 
Let  three  ounces  of  fquills,  thus 
baked  tender,  be  beat  in  a  mor- 
tar with  two  ounces  of  the  meal 
of  white  vetch,    or  of  common 
wheat  flower,  into  a  pafte  which 
form  into  troches,  to  be  gently 
dried  in  the  fhade. 
The    fquill     itfelf,     moderately 
dried,  is  juftly  preferred  to  thefe 
troches. 

Thefe  preparations  are  ufed  only 
as  ingredients  in  the  theriaca.  The 
defign  of  baking  the  fquill  is,  to 
abate  its  acrimony,  and  making  it 
afterwards  into  troches  feems  the 
moft  convenient  way  of  drying  it 5 
common  wheat  flower  is  as  fit  for 
this  purpofe  as  any,  though  that  of 
the  white  vetch  has  been  generally 
directed. 

TROCHISCI  e  SULPHURE. 
2  ROCHES  of  SULPHUR. 

Loud. 
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Lond. 
Take  of 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  wafhed,  two 

ounces ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  four  ounces ; 
Beat  them   together,    and   adding 
fome  mucilage  of  quince-feeds, 
form  them  into  troches. 

TROCHISCI  DIASULPHURIS. 
TROCHES  of  SULPHUR. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  one  ounce  ; 

Flowers  of  benzoine,  one  dram  ; 

White  fugar,  four  ounces  ; 

Mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth,  as 
much  as  is  fufhcient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  troches, 

according  to  art. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  to  be 
confidered  only  as  agreeable  forms 
for  the  exhibition  of  fulphur,  no 
alteration  or  addition  being  here 
made  to  its  virtue ;  unlefs  that  by 
the  flowers  of  benzoine  in  the  fe- 
cond  prefcription,  the  medicine  is 
fuppofed  to  be  rendered  more  effi- 
cacious as  a  pecloral. 

TROCHISCI  e  TERRA 
JAPONICA. 

TROCHES  of  JAPAN  EARTH. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Japan  earth, 

Gum  Arabic,  each  two  ounces ; 

Sugar  of  rofes,  fixteen  ounces. 
Beat  them  together,  and  dropping 

in  fome  water,  make  them  into 

troches. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Japan  earth,  two  ounces; 

Gum  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce  j 

White  fugar,  one  pound  ; 

Rofe  water,  a  fufficient  quantity. 
Make  them  into  troches. 

A  preparation  of  this  kind,  with 
the  addition  of  ambergris  and  mufk, 


which  are  here  more  prudently  o- 
mitted,  has  long  been  in  fome 
efteem  as  a  mild  reftringent,  &c. 
under  the  title  of  CATECHU. 
Medicines  of  this  clafs  in  general 
are  excellently  fitted  for  the  form 
of  troches :  for  when  flowly  and 
gradually  received  into  the  fto- 
mach,  as  this  form  occafions  them 
to  be,  they  produce  much  better 
efFe&s,  than  if  an  equal  quantity 
was  taken  down  at  once.  Japan 
earth  is  for  this  purpofe  one  of 
the  moil  proper  of  the  aftringents, 
as  being  totally  foluble,  mild  in 
quality,  and  free  from  any  un- 
grateful relifh,  which  mofl  of  the 
others  are  accompanied  with.  The 
troches  are  fufficiently  palatable, 
and  of  considerable  fervice  in  fome 
kinds  of  coughs,  thin  acrid  de- 
fluxions,  diarrhoeas,  and  diforders 
proceeding  from  a  laxity  of  the 
inteftines. 

TROCHISCI  VIPERINI  pro 

THERIACA  ANDROMACHI, 

VIPER  TROCHES  for  VENICE 

TREACLE. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Vipers  flefh  (firft  freed  from  the 
fkin,  inteftines,  fat,  heads,  and 
tails,    then   boiled   in    water, 
with  a  little  dill  and  fait,  till 
it  has  grown  foft ;  and  after- 
wards Separated  from  the  back 
bone)  eight  ounces : 
Bifket  bread,  pounded  and  paffed 
through  a  fieve,  two  ounces. 
Beat  them  together,  with   a   fuffi- 
cient   quantity     of    the     liquor 
wherein  the  vipers  were  boiled, 
into    a    mafs ;    which    is   to   be 
formed  into  troches  according  to 
art. 

Thefe  troches  are  brought  to  us 
ready  made  from  abroad ;  but 
the  vipers  flefh  itfclf  dried,  is 
juftly  preferred  to  them  :  and 
accordingly 
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accordingly  theLondon  college  have 
entirely  omitted  the  troches  and 
fupplied  their  place  in  the  theriaca, 
with  a  fuitable  quantity  of  the 
dried  flefli  of  the  animal.  The 
troches  brought  from  abroad  are 
certainly  very  infignificant,  if  genu- 
ine, which  fome  fulpect  they  are  not. 

TABELLiE  CARDIALGICLE. 
CARDIALGIC  LOZENGES. 

Lond, 
Take  of 
Chalk  prepared,  four  ounces; 
Crabs  claws  prepared , two  ounces; 
Bole  Armenic,   or  French  bole, 

half  an  ounce ; 
Nutmegs,  one  fcruple ; 
Double     refined     fugar ,    three 
ounces ; 
Reduce  thefe  ingredients  into  pow- 
der, and  make  them  into  troches 
with  water. 

TROCHISCI  CARDIALGICI. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 

Oyfter  {hells  prepared, 

White  chalk,    powdered,    each 
two  ounces ; 

Gum  Arabic,  half  an  ounce; 

Nutmegs,  half  a  dram; 

White  fugar,   ten  ounces  ; 

Balm  water,    a  fumcient  quan- 
tity. 
Make  them  into  troches  accordinp- 

to  art. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  calculated 
againft  that  uneafy  fenfation  atfto- 
mach  improperly  called  the  heart- 
burn; in  which  they  oftentimes 
give  immediate  relief,  by  abforbing 
and  neutralizing  the  acid  juices  that 
eccafionthis  diibrder.  Theabforb- 
ent  powders  here  made  ufe  of, 
are  of  the  mofi  powerful  kind. 

SACCHARUM  ROSACEUM. 
SUGAR  of  ROSES. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Red  rofe  buds,   freed  from  the 
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heels,  and  haftily  dried,    one 

ounce ; 
Double  refined  fugar,  one  pound. 
Reduce  them  feparately  into  pow- 
der, then  mix,  and  moiften  them 
with  water,  that  they  may  be 
formed  into  troches,  which  ars 
to  be  dried  by  a  gentle  heat. 

SACCHARUM  ROSATUM 

RUBRUM. 

RED  SUGAR  of  ROSES, 

Edinh* 

Take  of 

White  fugar,  one  pound  ; 
Juice  of  red  rofes,  four  ounces ; 
Red  rofes  dried,  one  ounce. 
Boil  the  fugar  and  the  juice  over  a 
gentle  fire,   till  the  juice  is  almoft 
all  evaporated  ;    then   throw  in 
the  dry  rofes  reduced  to  a  very 
fine  powder.     Pour  out  the  mat- 
ter upon  a  marble,  and  form  it 
into  lozenges  according  to  art. 
Thefe   preparations   are   chiefly 
valued  for   their  agreeablenefs   to 
the  eye  and  palate.      Some  like- 
wife  eileem  them,  medicinally,  as 
light  reftringents  ;    and  look    up- 
on them,  not  undefervedly,  as  an 
excellent  addition  to  milk  in  pthi- 
fical  and  heclic  cafes.     Some  have 
been  accuftomed  to  add  a  portion 
of  acid  in  making  thefe  prepara- 
tions :    this    improves   the   colour, 
but  renders  them  lefs  proper  to  be 
ufed  with  milk. 

SACCHARUM  HORDE ATUM 

feu  PEN  IDI  ATUM. 

BARLEY  SUGAR. 

Edinh. 
This  is   made  by  boiling  white  fu- 
gar in  barley  water  (that  is,  a 
decofiion  of  barley)   till  it  ac- 
quires fuch  a  confidence    as  that 
it  may  be  drawn  out,  and  twill- 
ed into  threads  or  firings. 
It  is  rarely  prepared  by  the  apo- 
thecary, or  confidered  as  a  medi- 
cine. 

H  h  TA- 
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diffolved,  throw  in  the  powder  j 
then  pour  out  the  matter  upon  a 
marble,  and  form  it  into  lozen- 


TABELL^E 
DIATRAGACANTHT. 
LOZENGES  of  the  COMPOUND 
POWDER  of  GUM 
TRJGACJNTH. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

The  compound  powder  of  gum 

tragacanth,  three  ounces  ; 
White  fugar,  one  pound ; 
Rofe  water,   four  ounces. 
Set  the  fugar  and  rofe  water  over 
the  fire,  and  when  the  fugar  is 


ges. 

The  virtues  of  this  composition 
may  be  underftood  from  thofe  of 
the  powder  which  it  receives  name 
from.  The  ingredients  here  added 
render  it  very  agreeable  to  the 
palate,  but  at  the  fame  time  fo  far 
increafe  its  bulk,  that  large  quan- 
tities mull  be  taken  in  order  to  pro- 
duce any  confiderable  eiFecl;. 


Chap- 
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Chapter  XXIL 
PILULE. 
P   ILLS. 


General  rules  for  making  pills,  from  the  Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia. 


i. 

ET  the  four  firft  rules,   for- 
JL-«  merly  laid,  down  for  the  mak- 
ing of  powders,  be  likewife  care- 
fully obferved  here. 
II. 
Gums  and  infpiffated  juices  are  to 
be  hrft  lbftened  with   the  liquid 
prefcribed  5   then   add  the  pow- 
ders by  little  and  little,  and  beat 
the  whole  well  together. 
III. 
The  maffes  for  pills  are  beft  kept 
in   bladders*    which    mould    be 
moiftened,   now  and  then,   with 
fome  of  the  fame  kind  of  liquid 
that  the  mafs  was  made  up  with. 

PILULvE  iETHIOPICiE. 

ETHIOPIC  PILLS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver, 

Golden  fulphur  of  antimony.* 

Re  fin  of  guaiacum, 

Spanilh  foap,  each  half  an  ounce. 

Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  gol- 
den fulphur  and  refin,  in  a  glafs 
mortar,  until  the  mercurial  glo- 
bules entirely  difappear ;  then 
add  the  foap,  with  as  much  bal- 
famic  fyrup  as  is  fufficient  to 
make  the  mixture  into  a  mafs  of 
the  proper  confidence  for  form- 
ing pills. 


Thefe  pills  are  mdch  more  effica* 
cious  than  thofe  of  the  preceding 
edition  ;  the  ethiops  mineral,  there 
ordered,  being  exchanged  for  a 
more  active  compofition.  In  their 
prefent  form*  they  refemble  Dr. 
Plummer's  pills,  described  in  the 
Edinburgh  eflays,  (fee  page  350  oF 
this  work)  to  which  they  are  pre- 
ferable in  one  refpecl,  that  they  are 
lefs  apt  to  run  off  by  ftool.  The 
foap  is  added  merely  to  promote 
their  diffolution  in  the  ftomaeh; 
for  pills  made  up  of  refins  and  fub- 
ftances  not  eafily  diffoluble,  fre- 
quently pafs  through  the  body  en- 
tire ;  which  fometimes  happened 
to  the  laft  form  of  thefe  pills. 

This  medicine  is  an  ufeful  alte- 
rative both  in  cutaneous  and  vene- 
real diforders.  One  fourth  part  of 
the  quantity  above  prefcribed  may 
be  made  into  fixty  pills ;  of  which, 
from  one  to  four  may  be  taken 
every  night  and  morning,  the  pa- 
tient keeping  moderately  warm 
during  the  whole  time  that  this 
courie  is  continued. 

PILULE  AROMATIC^, 
AROMATIC  PILLS. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  an  ounce  and 
a  half  i 
Hh-2  Gum 
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Gum  guaiacum,  one  ounce  ; 
Aromatic  fpecies, 
Balfam  of  Peru,   each"   half  an 
ounce. 
Reduce  the  aloes  and  gum  guaia- 
cum feparately  into  powder,  then 
mix  them  with  the  reft,  and  make 
the  whole  into  a  mafs  with  fyrup 
of  orange  peel. 

It  is  fomewhat  difficult  to  unite 
thefe  ingredients  into  a  mafs  fit  for 
making  pills  of.  The  beft  way  is, 
to  firft  rub  the  aromatic  fpecies 
with  the  balfam,  then  to  add  the 
powdered  aloes,  and  afterwards  the 
guaiacum  ;  when  thefe  are  well 
mixed  together,  drop  in  the  fyrup 
by  little  and  little  at  a  time. 

Thefe  pills  are  contrived  to  fupply 
the  place  of  the  PILULE  DIAM- 
BRiE  of  our  former  pharmacopoeia. 
They  are  far  more  elegant  as  well 
as  limple,  truly  uniform  in  their 
ingredients,  and  excellently  adapt- 
ed to  the  purpofes  they  feem  de- 
signed for.  Taken  in  fmall  dofes, 
as  half  a  fcruple,  or  a  little  more, 
and  occafionally  repeated,  they 
Warm  the  ftomach,  and  by  degrees 
the  whole  habit,  promote  per- 
foration, and  all  the  natural  fecre- 
tions :  hence,  in  cold  phlegmatic 
temperaments,  fluggifh  indifpofi- 
tions,  and  obftruttions  of  the  vif- 
cera,  or  remoter  glands,  proceed- 
ing from  thefe  caufes,  this  ftimula- 
ting  warm  medicine  proves  emi- 
nently ferviceable.  If  the  dofe  is 
confiderable,  it  operates  gently  by 
ftool :  and  if  continued  for  fome 
time  in  fmaller  dofes,  it  proves  at 
length  purgative,  or  introduces  a 
falutary  looienefs. 

PILULjE  ex  COLOCYNTHIDE 

SIMPLICIORES. 

The  MORE  SIMPLE 

COLOO'NTH  PILLS. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Pith  of  colocynth, 


Scammony,  each  two  ounces ; 
Oil  of  cloves  two  drams. 
Pulverize  the  dry  fpecies  by  them* 
felves,  then  mix  in  the  oil,  and 
make  the   whole   into   a  mafs, 
with  fyrup  of  buckthorn. 

PILULE  de  DUOBUS. 
PILLS  of  TWO   INGREDIENTS. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 
Colocynth, 

Scammony,  each  one  ounce ; 
Vitriol  ated  tartar,  two  drams ; 
Oil  of  cloves,  one  dram. 
Reduce  them  into  a  mafs,  accord- 
ing to  art,  with  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  fyrup  of  buckthorn''. 
The  operator  fhould  be  careful, 
in  pulverizing  the  colocynth,  to 
avoid  the  finer  particles  that  fly  off 
from  it ;  which,  though  they  do 
not  confiderably  afFecl:  the  mouth 
or  fauces,  have  fometimes  been  ob- 
ferved  to  occafion  violent  purg- 
ing. The  drug  fhould  firft  be  well 
dried,  cut  with  a  fheers  into  fmall 
pieces,  and  freed  from  the  feeds  : 
then  rub  it  in  an  oiled  mortar,  add- 
ing a  few  drops  of  fweet  oil  occa- 
fionally during  the  trituration  :  af- 
terwards mix  this  powder  with  the 
powdered  fcammony,  add  the  ef- 
iential  oilprefcribed,  and  make  the 
mixture  into  a  mafs,  as  above  di- 
rected. This  compofition  is  apt  to 
grow  ftifFand  dry  in  keeping,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  made  pretty 
foft  at  firft:  the  pills  fhould  be 
formed  as  they  are  wanted  ;  for 
when  long  kept,  they  become  fo 
hard,  as  to  have  fometimes  pafled 
through  the  inteftines  undiflblved. 

Thefe  pills  are  very  ftrong  ca- 
thartics, and  ought  not  to  be  ven- 
tured upon  where  lefs  violent  ones 
will  take  efFecl:.  They  have  been 
recommended,  and  fometimes  made 
ufe  of,  in  venereal  cafes ;  but  here 
they  are  manifeftly  improper,  as 
greatly  weakening  the  conftitution, 

and 
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469 


and  apt  to  bring  on  an  obftinate  or 
incurable  gleet.  The  effential  oil, 
which  is  added  as  a  corrector  to  the 
purgative  ingredients,  does  not 
contribute  fo  much  as  is  generally 
fuppofed,  to  abate  the  roughnefs  of 
their  operation.  See  pages  64  and 
259.  The  dofe  of  thefe  pills  is 
from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a  dram  : 
this  laft  quantity  of  thofe  of  the 
London  pharmacopoeia  contains  a- 
bout  half  a  fcruple  of  colocynth, 
and  as  much  fcammony  :  thofe  of 
the  Edinburgh  contain  fomewhat 
lefs  of  each. 

PILULE  ex  COLOCYNTHIDE 

cum  ALOE. 

COLOCTNTH  PILLS  with 

ALOES. 

LoniL 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 
Scammony,  each  two  ounces ; 
Pith  of  colocynth,  one  ounce  ; 
Oil  of  cloves,  two  drams. 

Let  the  dry  fpecies  be  feparately 
reduced  into  powder  ;  then  mix 
in  the  oil,  and  make  the  whole 
into  a  mafs  with  fyrup  of  buck- 
thorn, 

■  PILULE  OOCCLE. 
The  PILLS  called  COCHIjE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 

Colocynth, 

•Scammony,   each  one  ounce  ; 

Vitriolated  tartar,   two  drams ; 

Oil  of  cloves,  one  dram. 
Beat  them    into    a   mafs,   with    a 

proper  quantity  of  fyrup  of  buck- 
thorn. 

Thefe  pills  alfo  are  ftrong  ca- 
thartics, but  lefs  violent  than  the 
foregoing.  They  are  commonly 
made  ufe  of  where  brifk  purgatives 
are  neceffary  in  dofes  of  a  fcruple, 
or  half  a  dram,  and  fometimes  two 
fcruples.    Half  a  dram  of  thofe  of 


the  London  pharmacopoeia  con- 
tains nearly  of  colocynth  four 
grains  ;  aloes  and  fcammony,  of 
each  eight  grains.  The  fame  quan- 
tity of  thofe  of  the  Edinburgh  con- 
tains colocynth,  fcammony,  and 
aloes,  about  fix  grains  and  a  half 
of  each. 

By  the  diminution  of  the  colo- 
cynth in  the  firft  of  the  above 
forms,  the  ingredients  are  reduced 
to  the  proportions,  wherein  they 
are  fet  down  in  the  original  of  Ga- 
len ;  and  what  is  of  greater  confe- 
quence,  the  medicine  becomes  lefs 
ungrateful  to  the  ftomach.  Razi 
has  feveral  compofitions  of  this 
kind  (formed  probably  upon  that 
of  Galen)  under  the  titles  of  pilulce 
cochie,  pilules  folnientes  colicam  Se- 
lector, medicina  laxativa,  confeclio 
ad  dolor es  capitis,  &c.  That  which 
he  calls  cochie  (by  a  corruption  of 
the  Greek  kokkw,  or  xoxxla,  which 
are  only  general  names  for  pills) 
confifts  of  ten  drams  of  hiera  picra, 
three  and  one  third  of  colocynth, 
two  of  fcammony,  five  of  turbith, 
and  five  of  ftaachas.  This  compo- 
fition,  with  the  addition  of  fyrup 
of  ftsechas  to  make  it  into  a  mafs, 
has  been  continued  in  moll  of  the 
modern  pharmacopoeias,  under  the 
title  of  pilulce  cochia,  or  cocci  es 
MAJORES,  in  diftinaion  from 
thofe  of  Galen,  which  are  named 
MINORES. 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  ancients  exhibited  thefe  kinds 
of  medicines  in  much  larger  quan- 
tities than  can  be  ventured  on  at 
prefent.  Razi  directs  the  above- 
mentioned  quantity  of  his  cochie  for 
only  ten  dofes ;  fo  that  each  dofe 
^aiifr.  contain  no  lefs  than  a  dram 
of  hiera  picra  (of  which  two, fcru- 
ples are  aloes,)  one  fcruple  of  co- 
locynth, twelve  grains  of  fcam- 
mony, and  half  a  dram  of  turbith 
root. 
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PILULE  ECPHRACTICE. 
DEOBSTRUENT  PILLS. 
.    Land. 
Take  of  the 

Aromatic  pills,  three  ounces  j 

Rhubarb, 

Extract  of  gentian, 

Salt  of  fteel,  each  one  ounce; 

Salt  of  wormwood  half  an  ounce ; 
Beat  them  together  into  a   mafs, 

with  folutive  fpirit  of  rofes. 

It  is  difficult  to  bring  this  mafs 
into  the  due  confluence,  the  two 
falts  acting  upon  one  another,  fo  as 
to  make  it  fwell  and  crumble. 
Notwithftanding  the  alcaline  fait 
employed,  the  pill  does  not  prove 
at  all  alcaline  ;  for  the  acid  of 
the  fait  of  fteel  forfakes  its  metal, 
and  unites  with  the  alkali,  into  a  vi- 
triolated  tartar;  whence  fome  have 
propofed  ufing,  inftead  of  the  two 
falts  here  directed,  an  ounce  of  vitri- 
olated  tartar  already  made,  and  half 
an  ounce  of  any  of  the  calces  of  iron: 
this  they  obferve  prevents  the  in- 
conveniency  above  mentioned,with- 
out  making  any  apparent  alteration 
in  the  quality  of  the  medicine. 

PILULE  ECPHRACTICE 

CHALYBEATE. 

CHALTBEAT  DEOBSTRUENT 

PILLS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

The  mafs  of  common  pills,  an 

ounce  and  a  half; 
Gum  ammoniacum, 
Refin  of  guaiacum,  each  half  an 

ounce ; 
Salt  of  fteel,  five  drams ; 
Elixir  proprietatis,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  the  other 
ingredients  into  a  mafs. 
Thefe    pills  are    very    properly 
called  chalybeat ;  the  fait  of  fteel, 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  active  pre- 
parations of  the  metal,  remaining 
here  undecornpounded.    Both  thefe 
and  the  foregoing  are   very  well 


calculated  for  anfwering  the  inten- 
tion exprefied  in  the  title.  A  dram 
of  the  mafs  may  be  made  into 
twelve  pills,  and  three  of  thefe 
taken  every  night,  in  chlorotic,  or 
other  cafes,  where  warm,  aperient, 
or  deobftruent  medicines  are  proper, 

PILULE  ECPHRACTICE 

cum  ACULEO. 
ACCUATED,  or  PURGATIVE 
DEOBSTRUENT  PILLS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 

Extract  of  black  hellebore, 

Scammony,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Gum  ammoniacum, 

Refin  of  guaiacum,  each  half  an 

ounce; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  two  drams  ; 
Efiential  oil  of  juniper   berries, 
one  dram. 
Beat  them  into  a  mafs,  with  a  fuf- 
ficient quantity  of  fyrup  of  buck- 
thorn. 

The  pilula  ecphra£lic<z  fine  aculeo 
of  the  former  Edinburgh  pharma- 
copoeia, which  were  never  called 
for,  being  now  omitted,  the  name 
of  thefe,  cum  aculeo,  becomes  lefs 
proper.  But  as  this  pill,  or  one  of 
the  fame  ftrength,  containing  feve- 
ral  fuperfluous  ingredients,  has  been 
much  in  ufe  in  Scotland,  and  for  a 
long  time  prefcribed  under  that 
title,  the  college  have  ftudied  con- 
venience rather  than  propriety,  in 
keeping  the  old  name.  The  me- 
dicine may  be  given  as  an  alterant 
and  deobftruent,  in  dofes  of  eight 
or  ten  grains :  a  fcruple  or  half  a 
dram,  generally  prove  purgative. 

PILULE  FCETIDE. 
FETID  PILLS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Afa  fetida,  one  dram  and  a  half; 
Rufiia  caftor,  one  dram  ; 
Camphor  half  a  dram  j 

Oil 
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fufficient 


Oil    of  hartfhorn, 
quantity. 
13 eat  them  all  together  into  a  mafs. 

PILULJE  GUMMOSA. 
GUM  PILLS. 
Land. 
Take  of - 

Galbanum, 

Opopanax, 

Myrrh, 

Sagapenum,  each  one  ounce ; 

Ai'a  fetida,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Make  them  into  a  mafs,  with  fyrup 

of  faifron. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum, 

Sagapenum,  each  half  an  ounce  j 

RufTia  caftor, 

Myrrh,  each  three  drams ; 

Ala  fetida, 

Galbanum,  each  two  drams ; 

Oil  of  amber,  half  a  dram  ; 

Elixir  proprietatis,  as  much  as  is 
fufficien^ 
Beat  them  together  into  a  mafs. 

All  thefe  pills  are  defigned  for 
antihyfterics  and  emmenagogues, 
and  very  well  calculated  for  an- 
fwering  thofe  intentions :  half  a 
fcruple,  a  fcruple,  or  more,  may 
be  taken  every  night  or  oftner. 
The  fetid  pills  of  our  former  phar- 
macopoeias were  considerably  pur- 
gative :  in  the  laft  edition  they 
were,  by  a  typographical  error, 
lefs  fo  than  in  the  preceding  ones. 
The  purgative  ingredients  are  now 
entirely  omitted,  and  very  judici- 
ouily  ;  as  the  phyfician  may  eafily, 
in  extemporaneous  prefcription , 
compound  thefe  pills  with  cathartic 
medicines,  in  fuch  proportiona  as 
particular  cafes  (hall  require;. 

PILULiE  de  GAMBOGIA, 
GAMBOGE  PILLS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 
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Extract  of  black  hellebore, 

Gamboge, 

Calomel,  each  two  drams  j 

Eftential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 
half  a  dram. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs,  with  fyrup 

of  buckthorn. 

This  is  a  ftrong  mercurial  pur- 
gative. It  may  be  given,  where 
medicines  of  this  kind  are  neceffary 
from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a  dram. 
This  laft  quantity  contains  of  aloes, 
extract  of  hellebore,  gamboge,  and 
calomelj   about  five  grajns  of  each. 

PILULE  MERCURIALES. 
MERCURIAL  PILLS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver,  one  ounce ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  two  ounces. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  in  a  glafs 
mortar,  with  a  fufficient  quan* 
tity  of  honey,  till  the  mercurial 
globules  ceafe  to  appear;  then 
a4d  the  gum,  and  make  the 
whole  into,  a  mafs  according  to 
art. 

Thefe  pills  were,  in  the  laft  edi- 
tion ordered  to  be  made  up  with 
gum  guaiacum  and  balfam  of  co- 
paiba ;  but  thefe,  tho1  very  proper 
ingredients  with  regard  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  medicine,  were  at- 
tended with  an  inconvenience  of 
becoming,  when  long  kept,  hard 
and  indiffoluble,  infomuch  as  often- 
times to  pafs  through  the  body  en- 
tire. The  ammoniacum,  here  made 
choice  of,  contains  fo  much  gum- 
my matter  as  renders  its  refinous 
part  eafily  foluble ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  divides  the  mercury  as  con- 
veniently as  the  others. 

PILULE  MERCURIALES, 
MERCURIAL  PILLS. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Quickfilver,   five  drams;. 
Stra(burghturpentine,two  drams ; 
H  h  4  Cathartic 
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Cathartic  extract,  four  fcruples ; 
Rhubarb  powdered,  one  dram. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  tur- 
pentine, until  they  are  perfectly 
incorporated  ;  then  let  the  other 
ingredients  be  beat  up  with  this 
mixture  into  a  mafs.     If  the  tur- 
pentine happens  to  be  too  thick, 
ibften  it  with  a  little  oil  olive. 
A    good  deal  of  care   is  necef- 
fary,  to  bring  this  mafs  to  a  due 
degree  of  uniformity,  with  regard 
to  the  mercury  :  for    although  the 
quickfilver  feems  to  have  been  en- 
tirely extinguifhed  by  the  turpen- 
tine, yet  upon  beating  the  other  in- 
gredients with  this  mixture,  part  of 
the  mercury  is   apt  to  reappear  a- 
gain  by  the  time  the  mafs  is  reduced 
to  a  proper  confiftence. 

PILULE  MERCURIALES 

LAXANTES. 

LAXATIVE  MERCURIAL 

PILLS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Pure  quickfilver,  one  ounce  ; 
Gum  ammoniacum. 
Extract  of  black  hellebore, 
Choice  rhubarb,    each   half  an 
ounce. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  a  fuffi- 
cient.  quantity  of    honey,    until 
they  are  perfectly  incorporated  ; 
then  add  the  other  ingredients, 
and  beat  the  whole  into  a  mafs 
according  to  art. 

All  thefe  mercurial  pills  are  ca- 
pable of  doing  good  fervice  in  fun- 
dry  chronical  diforders.  They  may 
be  given  as  alteratives,  in  dofes  of 
eight  or  ten  grains.  The  two  laft 
are  purgative  mercurials ;  and  in 
this  intention  the  dofe  may  be  in- 
creafed  to  half  a  dram,  or  farther. 
BELLO&TE'S  PILLS,  if  the  ana- 
lyfis,  that  has  been  made  of  them, 
be  juit,  are  fomewhat  fimilar  to 
Shefe  :     they   arc  fuppofed   to   be 


made  up  of  crude  quickfilver,  refm 
of  guaiacum,  a  chemical  oil,  and 
extract  of  rhubarb. 

PILULE  PACIFIC^,  vulgo 

MATTH^EI. 

The  PACIFIC,  wnmonly  called, 

MATHEWS'S  PILLS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Ruffia  caftor,  two  ounces ; 
Englifh  faffron, 
Opium,  each  one  ounce  ; 
Soap  of  tartar,  three  ounces ; 
Balfam  of  copaiba,  as  much  as  is 
fufhcient. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  mafs, 
according  to  art. 

Thefe  pills  were  contrived  by  a 
chemical    empyric,     Starky,     and 
communicated  by  him  to  Mathews, 
under  whofe  name  they  were  fome 
time  ago,  greatly  celebrated.     The 
form   here   given   differs  from  the 
original  in  omitting  a  fmall  portion 
of  black  hellebore,  an  ingredient  qf 
no  great  fervice  ;    for  though  this 
article  "  might  perhaps  promote  a 
"  (tool  the  day  after  the  medicine 
"  is  taken,  that  advantage,  in  cafes 
"   which    require     it,     may    with 
"  greater  certainty  be  obtained,  by 
"  more  obvious  means.'"     Nor  are 
any  of  the  ingredients  of  much  con- 
fequence,  except  the  opium  ;  their 
quantity  being  too  inconfiderable  to 
anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe.     Eight 
grains  of  the  compofition   contain 
nearly  one  of  opium. 

PILULE  PECTORALES. 
PECTORAL  PILLS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Gum    ammoniacum,       half  an 

ounce  ; 
Benzoine,  three  drams ; 
Myrrh,  two  drams; 
Englifh  fafFrcn,  one  dram  ; 

Am- 
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Anifated  balfam  of  fulphur,  half 
a  dram  ; 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs  according 

to  art. 

This  compofition  is  very  well 
contrived  for  promoting  expectora- 
tion ;  and  may  be  ufefully  given  in 
common  colds  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  proceeding  from  vifcid 
phlegm :  the  dofe  is  from  fix  or 
eight  grains,  to  a  fcruple  or  more. 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
though  feveral  compofitions  are  de- 
nominated pectorals,  and  have  no 
ill  title  to  that  appellation  ;  they 
are  neverthelefs,  in  virtue,  very 
diffimilar.  Thus,  the  peftoral  de- 
coction, the  fyrup,  and  the  troches, 
are  calculated  for  foftening,  lubri- 
cating, and  incraffating,  thin,  fe- 
rous,  tickling  humours  ;  whilft  the 
pectoral  pills,  the  elixir  and  the 
oxymel,  ftimulate  and  deterge  the 
pulmonary  veffels,  and  attenuate  or 
uiffolve  thick,  tenacious  juices. 

PILULE  RUFI. 
RUFUS'S  PILLS. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  two  ounces ; 
Myrrh, 

Saffron,  each  one  ounce. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs  with  fyrup 
of  fafFron. 

PILULE  COMMUNES,  vulgo 

RUFI. 

The  COMMON  PILLS  vulgarly 

called  RUFUS'S  PILLS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  two  ounces  j 
Myrrh,  one  ounce. 
Saffron,  half  an  ounce. 
Beat  them  into  a  mafs  with  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  fyrup  of  orange 
peel. 


fk  473 

Thefe  pills  have  long  continued 
in  practice,  without  any  other  alte- 
ration than  in  the  fyrup  which  the 
mafs  is  made  up  with,  and  in  the 
proportion  of  faffron.  In  our  laft 
pharmacopoeia,  the  fyrup  of  worm- 
wood was  ordered,  which  is  here 
judicioufiy  exchanged  for  that  of 
faffron,  this  preferving  and  im- 
proving the  brightnefs  of  colour  in 
the  medicine,  which  is  ufually 
looked  upon  as  the  charadteriftic  of 
its  goodnefs.  The  faffron,  in  the 
compofition  which  Razi  attributes 
to  Rufus,  is  equal  in  quantity  to 
the  myrrh ;  and  in  thefe  propor- 
tions the  pill  was  received  in  our 
firft  pharmacopoeia .  As  the  dimi- 
nution afterwards  made  in  the  faf- 
fron was  grounded  on  very  abfurd 
reafons,  (viz.  "  left  the  former 
"  quantity  fhould  occafion  no  left 
"  than  the  fpafmus  cynicus,11)  the 
London  college  have  now  again  in- 
creafed  it,  and  reftored  the  pill  to 
its  original  form. 

The  virtues  of  this  medicine  may 
be  eafily  underftood  from  its  ingre- 
dient. See  elixir  proprietatis,  from 
which  this  differs  only  in  producing 
its  effeft  more  gradually.  The 
pills,  given  to  the  quantity  of  half 
a  dram  or  two  fcruples,  prove 
gently  cathartic,  but  they  anfwer 
much  better  purpofes  if  exhibited 
in  fmaller  dofes  as  alteratives. 

PILULES  SAPONACE^E. 
SAPONACEOUS  PILLS. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Almond  foap,  four  ounces ; 
Strained  opium,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Effence  of  lemons,  one  dram. 
Soften  the  opium  with  a  little  wine, 
and  then   beat  it  with   the  reft, 
Until  they  are  perfectly  mixed. 
This   pill   is   introduced  in  the 
room    of    Mathews's.     The    foap 
promotes  the  foliition  of  the  opium 
r  in 
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in  the  ftomach,  and  thus  occafions 
it  to  a£t  the  more  quickly  -,  which 
is  the  only  intention  that  the  more 
laborious  foap  of  tartar  can  an- 
fwer.  The  effence  of  lemons  gives 
an  agreeable  flavour,  makes  the 
medicine  fet  eafy  on  the  itomach, 
and  prevents  a  naufea  which  it 
would  otherwife  be  apt  to  occafion. 
Ten  grains  of  the  pill  contain 
nearly  one  grain  of  opium. 

PILULJE  SCILLITIOffi. 
SCILLITIC  PILLS. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Spanifh  fcap,  one  ounce ; 

Gum  ammoniacum, 

Millepedes  prepared, 

Frefh  fquills,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 

Balfam  of  copaiba,  as  much  as 
is  fufficient. 
Reduce  them  into  a  mafs,   accord- 
ing to  art. 

Thefe  pills  are  pretty  much  pre- 
ferred in  Scotland,  for  promoting 
urine  and  expe&oration,  and  in 
general  for  attenuating  the  vifcidity 
of  the  fluids.  As  their  virtue  is 
chiefly  from  the  fquills,  the  other 
ingredients  are  often  varied  in  ex- 
temporaneous prefcription :  the  foap 
is  frequently  omitted,  as  being  of 
no  great  ufe  in  the  quantity  that 
goes  to  a  dofe  of  the  compofition  ; 
and  other  powders,  as  the  lefTer 
cardamom  feeds,  fubftkuted  to  the 
millepedes.  In  any  of  thefe  forms, 
if  the  fquills  are  frefh  and  juicy, 
there  is  no  need  of  balfam  ;  but  as 
the  mafs  foon  dries  and  hardens,  it 
muft  be  formed  immediately  into 
pills.  A  fcruple  cf  the  compofi- 
tion  above  directed  contains  nearly 
four  grains  of  frefh  fquills. 

PILULE  STOMACHICS. 
STOMACHIC  PILLS. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 


Socotorine  aloes  one  ounce  ; 

Rhubarb,  fix  drams ; 

Gum  ammoniacum,  three  drams  j 

Extracl;  of  gentian, 

Myrrh,  each  two  drams ; 

Vitriolated  tartar,  one  dram  ; 

Effential   oil    of    mint,     half  a 

dram  ; 
Syrup  of  fena  and  rhubarb,   as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  make 
the  other  ingredients    into   a, 
mafs. 
This  pill  is  intended  for  mode- 
rately warming  and   ffrengthening 
the  flomach,  and  evacuating  crude 
vifcid  humours.     It  may  be  taken, 
as  an  alterant,  in  dofes,  of  ten,  fif- 
teen, or  twenty-graina. 

PILULE  e  STYRACE. 
STORJX  PILLS. 

Land. 
Take  of 

Strained  florax,  two  ounces  ; 

Saffron,  one  ounce  ; 

Strained  opium,  five  drams. 
Eeat  them    together   till  perfectly- 
united. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Storax,  five  drams ; 

Gum  tragacanth,  one  ounce  ; 

Olibanum, 

Opium,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 

Syrup  of  meconium,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs,  according 

to  art. 

Thefe  are  contrived  for  diflblving 
more  flowly  in  the  flomach  than 
the  faponaceous  or  Mathews's  pills, 
and  confequently  producing  more 
gradual  and  lafting  effects.  One 
grain  of  opium  is  contained  in 
five  grains  and  four  fifths  of  a 
grain  of  the  florax  pills  of  the 
London  pharmacopoeia  ;  and  in 
nearly  the  fame  quantity  of  thofe 
of  the  Edinburgh. 

Chap- 
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Chapter    XXIII. 


ELECTARIA. 


ELECTJRIES. 


General  rules  for  making  eleftaries. 


H  E  rules  already  laid  down 
for  decoclions  and  powders 
in  general,    are  likevvife  to   be 
obferved  in  making  decodions 
and  powders  for  ele&aries. 
II. 
Gums,  infpiflated  juices,  and  fuch 
other  fubftances  as  are  not  pul- 
verable,    mould  be  diflblved  in 
the  liquor  prefcribed  :  then  add 
the  powders  by  little  and  little, 
and  keep  the  whole  brifkly  ftir- 
ring,  fo  as  to  make  an  equable 
and  uniform  mixture  [£.] 
III. 
Aftringent  ele&aries,    and  fuch  as 
have  pulps  of  fruits  in  their  com- 
pofition,  mould  be  prepared  on- 
ly in  fmall  quantities  at  a  time 

&]         • 

For    aftrmgent    medicines    lofe 

greatly  of  their  virtue,  on  being 
kept  in  this  form,  and  the  pulps  of 
fruits  are  apt  to  become  four. 

IV. 
The   fuperfluous   moifture    of  the 
pulps  mould  be  exhaled  over  a 
gentle  fire,    before  the  other  in- 
gredients are  added  to  them  [£.] 
V. 
Eleftaries,    if   they   grow    dry  in 
keeping,  are  to  be  reduced  to  the 
due   confidence,    with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  little  Canary  wine  j  and 


not  with  fyrup  or  honey  :  by 
this  means,  the  dofe  will  be  the 
leaft  uncertain  ;  a  circumftance 
deferving  particular  regard,  in 
thofe  efpecially  which  are  made 
up  with  fyrup,  and  contain  a 
large  quantity  of  opium,  as  the 
confeftio  Paulina,    and  philonium, 

ELECTUARIUM 

ANTIDYSENTERICUM, 

ANTIDYvENTERIC 

ELECT  A  RY. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Diafcordium,  two  ounces ; 
Locatelli's  balfam,  one  ounce. 
Mix,    and  make  them  into  an  e- 
leclary. 

This  is  a  well  contrived  compo- 
fition  for  the  purpofe  exprelfed  in 
its  title.  A  fcruple  or'half  a  dram 
may  be  taken  for  a  dofe.  Half  a 
dram  contains  one  tenth  part  of  a 
grain  of  opium. 

ELECTARIUM  e  BACCIS 

LAURI. 

ELECT: ARY  of  BAY  BERRIES. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Rue  leaves  dried, 
Caraway  feeds, 
Pariley  feeds, 

Bay 
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Bay  berries,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Sagapenum,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Black  pepper, 

Ruflia  caftor,  each  two  drams  ; 

Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 
of  the  powdered  fpecies. 
Mix  the  fpecies   with   the  honey, 

and  make  them  into  an  ele&ary. 
Edmb. 
Take  of 

Conserve  of  rue,  two  ounces  ; 

Ginger  candied,  one  ounce ; 

Bay  berries,  half  an  ounce  j 

Zedoary,  two  drams ; 

JRuflia  caftor,  one  dram  ; 

Eftential  oil  of  fennel,  ten  drops  ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  is  fufiicient. 
Mix  them  into  an  eledary,  accord- 
ing to  art. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  fome- 
times  taken,  in  flatulent  colics  and 
liyfterical  diforders,  from  a  fcruple 
to  two  drams  :  but  their  principal 
afe  is  in  carminative  glyfters. 

ELECTARIUM  e  CASIA. 
ELECT JRT  of  CASIJ. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Solutive  fyrup  of  rofes, 

Pulp  of  cafia,    frelh  extracted, 

each  half  a  pound  ; 
Manna,  two  ounces ; 
Pulp  of  tamarinds,  one  ounce. 
Grind  the  manna  in  a  mortar,  and, 
with  a  gentle  heat,  diffolve  it  in 
the  fyrup;    then  add  the  pulps, 
and  continue  the  heat  until  the 
whole  is  reduced  to  a  due  conflu- 
ence. 

DIACASSIA. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Pulp  of  cafla,  twelve  ounces ; 
Pulp  of  tamarinds,  fix  ounces ; 
Calabrian  manna,  eight  ounces  ; 
Syrup  of  pale  rofes,  one  pound. 
Diffolve  the  manna  in  warm  wa- 
ter, ibrain  the  folution,  and  eva- 


porate it,  along  with  the  fyrup, 
over  a  gentle  fire,  to  the  confid- 
ence of  honey  :  then  mix  in  the 
pulps,  fo  as  to  make  the  whole 
into  an  uniform  eleftary,  accord- 
ing to  art. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  very  con- 
venient ofHcinals,  to  ferve  as  a  ba- 
fis  for  purgative  ele&aries  and  o- 
ther  like  purpofes ;  as  the  pulping 
a  fmall  quantity  of  the  fruits,  for 
extemporaneous  prefcription,  is  fuf- 
ficiently  troublefome.  The  tama- 
rinds give  thefe  eleftaries  a  pretty 
tafte,  and  do  not  fubjett  them,  as 
might  be  expected,  to  turn  four : 
the  commentator  on  the  Edinburgh 
pharmacopceia  relates,  that  after 
ftanding  for  four  months,  the  com- 
pofition  was  no  fou-rer  than  when 
firft  made  up.  They  are  likewife 
ufefully  taken  by  themfelves,  in 
the  quantity  of  two  or  three  drams 
occafionally,  for  gently  loofening 
the  belly  in  coftive  habits. 

ELECTARIUM    LENITIVUM. 
LENITIVE  ELECTMT, 
Land. 
Take  of 

Figs,  one  pound ; 
Sena,  eight  ounces  j 
Pulp  of  tamarinds, 
cafia, 

French  prunes,  each  half 
a  pound ; 
Coriander  feeds,  four  ounces ; 
Liquorice,  three  ounces, 
Double  refined  fugar,  two  pounds 
and  a  half. 
Pulverize  the  fena  along  with  the 
coriander  feeds,  and  fift  out  ten 
ounces  of  the  powder :   the  re- 
mainder is  to  be  boiled  with  the 
figs  and  liquorice,  in  four  pints 
of  water,  to  one  half;  then  ftrain 
and   prefs   out   the  liquor,    and 
evaporate  it  to  the  weight  of  a 
pound  and  a   half,  or  fomewhat 
lefs :    in  this  diftblve  the  fugar, 
fo  as  to  make  it  into  a  fyrup, 

and 
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and  add  this  fyrup,  by  little  and 
little  to  the  pulps :  laftly  mix  in 
the  powder  before  feparated  by 
the  fieve. 

This  ele&ary  may  be  occafion- 
ally  taken  to  the  quantity  of  a 
nutmeg  or  more,  for  loofening  the 
belly  in  coftive  habits.  It  is  fre- 
quently employed  in  glyfters,  tho' 
for  that  ufe  the  following  is  ra- 
ther more  convenient. 

ELECTUARIUM 

LENITIVUM  pro  CLYSTERS. 

LENITIVE  ELECTART  far 

GLTSTERS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Polypody  roots,  two  ounces  j 

French  mercury,  leaves, 

Fenugreek  feeds, 

Linfeed,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Sena,  two  ounces  ; 

Coriander  feeds,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Honey,  two  pounds  ; 

Pulp    of    damaik    prunes,    one 

pound  ; 
Pulp  of  cafia,  half  a  pound. 
Boil  the  polypody,  mercury,  fenu- 
greek, and  linfeed,  in  fix  pints  of 
water,    until   half  the   water  is 
wafted  j  adding,  towards  the  end 
of  the  codlion,    the  fena  and  co- 
riander feeds.     Having  {trained 
and  preffed  out  the  liquor,  boil 
it  with  the  honey,    to  the  con- 
fiftence  of  a  thick  fyrup  :  to  this 
add  the  pulps,  and  mix  the  whole 
well  together,     fo    as   to   make 
them  into  an  eledlary. 
This  ele&ary  is   much  preferable, 
for  glyflers,    to  thofe  which  have 
powders  in  their  compofition.     Per- 
haps fugar  would  be  a  better  in- 
gredient than  honey,  (as  being  lefs 
apt  to  turn  four  in  keeping)   and 
melafles  than  either  :     this  laft  is 
not  only  of  itfelf  inapt  to  ferment, 
but    likewife    prevents    fuch    fub- 
ftances  as  are  this  way  difpofed, 
from  running  into  fermentation. 
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ELECTUARIUM 

PECTORALE. 

PECTORAL  ELECTART. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Conferve    of    red   rofes ,     two 

ounces ; 
Compound  powder  of  gum  tra- 

gacanth,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Flowers  of  benzoine,  one  dram  : 
Balfamic  fyrup,    as  much   as  is 
fufficient  to  make  the  other  in- 
gredients into  an  eleclary. 
This  compofition  is  intended  for 
thofe  diforders  of  the  breaft  which 
proceed  from  a  laxity  and  debility 
of  the  veffels,  and  a  thin  acrimo- 
nious ftate  of  the  fluids.     It  is  fuf- 
fkiently   agreeable   to   the  palate, 
and  may  be  taken  to  the  quantity 
of  a  nutmeg  or  more,  feveral  times 
a  day. 

ELECTARIUM  e 
SCAMMONIO. 

ELECTART  ofSCAMMONT. 
Lo?id. 
Take  of 

Scammony,  an  ounce  and  a  half  j 

Cloves, 

Ginger,  each  fix  drams  ; 

Effential  oil  of  caraway,    half  a 
dram  : 

Honey,  half  a  pound. 
Let  the  fpices  be  ground  together, 

and  mixed  with  the  honey  ;  theu 

add  the  powdered  fcammony,  and 

afterwards  the  oil. 

This  eleftary  is  a  warm,  brifk 
purgative.  It  is  a  reform  of  the 
elect uarium  caryocofiinum  of  our  pre- 
ceding difpenfatories,  a  compofi- 
tion which  was  greatly  complained, 
of,  as  being  inconvenient  to  take, 
on  account  of  the  largenefs  of  its 
dofe.  A  dram  and  a  half  of  this, 
which  contains  fifteen  grains  of 
fcammony,  is  equivalent  to  half 
an  ounce  of  the  other, 

ELEC- , 


478         *The  Englijh  Difpenfatory  improved.     Part  II. 


ELECTARIUM  e  SCORDIO 
ELECT  ART  of  SCORDIUM. 
Land. 
Take  of 

The  fpecies  of  fcordium  with  o- 

pium,  any  quantity ; 
Syrup  of  meconium,    boiled  to 
the  confidence  of  honey,  thrice 
as  much  by  weight. 
Mix  the  fpecies  with  the  fyrup,  fo 
as  to  make  an  ele&ary. 

DIASCORDIUM. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Scordium  leaves, 

Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs, 

Japan  earth, 

Gum  Arabic, 

Olibanum,  each  one  ounce  % 

Tormentil  root, 

Eole  Armenic,  each  an  ounce  and 

a  half; 
Opium,  (diiTolved  in  a  fufHcient 
quantity  of  Canary)  a  dram  and 
a  half; 
Syrup  of  dry  rofes,  boiled  down 
to  the  confiftence   of  honey  ; 
thrice  the  weight  of  the  pow- 
ders. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  elecla- 
ry,  according  to  art. 
In  our  former  difpenfatories,  the 
fpecies  were   ordered   to  be  made 
up  with  honey  :    this  is  now  ex- 
changed for   fyrups,   more  agreea- 
ble to  the  intention  of  the  medi- 
cine,   which  is    that  of  an  opiate 
aflringent,    whilft  honey   is    mani- 
feftly  aperient  and  detergent.     The 
opinion,  which  fome  are  Hill  ridi- 
culous  enough   to    maintain,    that 
the  honey    and    other   ingredients, 
by  this  contrariety  in  virtue,    im- 
prove   and    heighten   one   another, 
has  no  foundation.     It  is  not  per- 
haps necefiary,  for  the  purpofes  of 
the  fhops,  to  make  the  fpecies  into 
an   eleftary  at  all :  by  keeping  in 
this    form,     the    ingredients   lofe 


greatly  of  their  aromatic  flavour 
and  aftringency,  becoming  foft  and 
fmooth  upon  the  palate ;  and  the 
red  colour,  imparted  by  the  bole, 
decays.  The  London  college  have 
therefore  very  juftly  ordered  them 
to  be  kept  in  powder  as  well  as  in 
an  eleftary;  and  directed  the  pow- 
der both  with  and  without  opium, 
for  different  occafions.  See  /pedes 
efcordio,  and  pufois  e  bolo,  cum  and 
•fine  opio.  Either  of  thefe  powders 
may  be  made  up  extemporaneoufly 
into  an  eledary,  with  any  fyrup 
that  fhall  be  judged  proper. 

Diafcordium  was  intended  by  its 
author  Fracaftorius  for  an  antipefti- 
lential ;  but  we  have  been  fo  happy 
as  to  have  little  occafion  for  medi- 
cines in  that  intention  ;  nor  could 
this  be  anywife  depended  on.  It 
is  a  moderately  warm,  glutinous 
aflringent  and  opiate;  and  in  this 
light  only,  is  confidered  by  the 
prefent  pra&ice.  One  grain  of  o- 
pium  is  contained  in  nine  fcruples 
of  the  eleftary  of  the  London  phar- 
macopoeia, and  in  ten  fcruples  of 
that  of  the  Edinburgh. 

BALSAMUM  LOCATELLL 
LOCATELLTS  BALSAM. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint, 
Straihurgh  turpentine ; 
Yellow  wax,  each  half  a  pound  1 
Red  faunders,  fix  drams ; 
Melt  the  wax  over  a  gentle  fire, 
v/ith  fome  part  of  the  oil ;  then 
add  the  reft  of  the  oil,  and  the 
turpentine  ;     afterwards   mix   in 
the   faunders,     and   keep   them 
flirring  together  until  the  mix- 
ture is  grown  cold. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  one  pound  ; 
Oil  olive,   a  pint  and  a  half; 
Venice  turpentine,  a  pound  and 
a  half ; 

Balfam 
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Balfam  of  Peru,  two  ounces  : 
Dragons  blood,  one  ounce. 
Melt  the  wax  in  the  oil  over  a  gen- 
tle fire,  then  add  the  turpentine ; 
and  having  taken  them  from  the 
fire,  mix  in  the  balfam  of  Peru 
and  dragons  blood,  keeping  them 
continually  ftirring  till  grown 
cold. 

Dragons  blood  gives  a  more  ele- 
gant colour  to  this  compofition 
than  red  faunders,  though  on  ano- 
ther account  it  is  fomewhat  lefs 
proper,  having  been  found,  when 
dilTblved  in  oil,  to  communicate 
fome  degree  of  heat  and  pungency, 
qualities  quite  foreign  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  medicine.  This  bal- 
fam is  ufed  in  internal  bruifes  and 
hasmorrhagies,  erofions  of  the  in- 
terlines, ulcerations  of  the  lungs, 
dyfenteries,  and  in  fome  kinds  of 
coughs  and  afthmas  :  the  dofe  is 
from  two  fcruples  to  two  drams : 
it  may  be  commodioufly  exhibited 
along  with  about  double  its  weight 
of  conferve  of  rofes.  Some  have 
likewife  applied  it  externally,  for 
deterging  and  incarnating  recent 
wounds  and  ulcers. 
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on  paralytic  limbs,  for  warming 
the  part,  and  comforting  the  nerves : 
and  to  be  fmelt  to,  for  refrefhing 
and  enlivening  the  fpirits.  Some 
have  alfo  given  it  inwardly  as  a 
warm  cordial,  in  languid  cafes,  and 
in  debilities  of  the  nervous  fyftem. 

There  are  abundance  of  prepa- 
rations of  this  kinds  in  foreign  phar- 
macopoeias, compofed  each  of  only 
one  efTential  oil,  incorporated  with 
the  exprefTed  oil  of  nutmegs  ; 
which  laft  is  to  be  previoufly  freed 
from  its  flavour  (by  diftillation  with 
water)  that  the  fmell  of  the  former 
may  not  be  injured  thereby :  in 
the  room  of  this  prepared  feba- 
ceous  matter,  a  mixture  of  white 
wax  and  oil  olive  might  be  ufed. 
In  the  practical  chemiftry,  a  gene- 
ral procefs  is  given  for  the  making 
of  thefe  kinds  of  preparations,  un- 
der the  title  of 


BALSAMUM  ad 

APOPLECTICOS. 

APOPLECTIC  BALSAM. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

ExprefTed  oil  of  nutmegs,    one 

ounce, 
Diftilled  oil  of  cloves, 
of  lavender, 
of  rofemary,    each  half  a 

dram ; 
of  amber,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  one  dram. 
Liquefy  the  oil   of  nutmegs  in  a 
filver  vefTel ;    and    when   taken 
from  the  fire,  mix  into  it  the  di- 
ftilled oils  and  the  balfam,  ac- 
cording to  art. 

This  medicine  is   recommended 
to  be  rubbed  on  the  temples,  and 


BALSAMUM  ODORIFERUM. 
An  ODORIFEROUS  BALSAM. 

Take  of  v    ' 

Oil  olive, 
White  bees  wax,  each  two  ounces. 

Put  the  oil  into  a  china  bafon,  pla- 
ced in  a  pan  of  boiling  water, 
and  flice  the  wax  into  it.  Stir 
them  together  with  a  clean  knife, 
or  fmall  fpatula,  till  the  wax  is 
melted :  then  remove  the  vefTel 
out  of  the  hot  water,  and  when 
the  matter  begins  to  thicken, 
drop  in  four  drams  of  any  odori- 
ferous efTential  oil,  as  that  of  cin- 
namon, nutmegs,  mace,  lemon 
peel,  rhodium,  lavender,  rofe- 
mary, &c.  or  of  a  mixture  of 
two  or  three  of  thefe  oils :  to 
which  may  be  added  one  dram 
of  efTence  of  ambergris,  which 
will  heighten  the  fmell  of  the 
oils,  without  communicating  any 
of  its  own.  Keep  the  whole 
conflantly  ftirring,  that  they  may 
be  perfectly  mixed  ;  and  as  foon 
as  this  is  done,  plunge  the  vef- 

fel 
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fel  into  cold  water,    to  prevent 

the  diffrpation    of  the    effential 

oils. 

Thefe  kinds  of  balfams  may  be 
made  of  any  colour,  fo  as  to  re- 
ferable in  this  refpedt  alfo,  as  well 
as  in  fmell,  the  vegetable,  from 
which  the  effential  oil,  you  make 
ufe  of,  was  drawn.  A  little  of  the 
pigment,  called  by  the  painters  fap- 
green,  being  previoufly  ground 
with  the  oil  olive,  will  give  a  fine 
green  ;  a  little  cinnabar,  a  fcarlet ; 
turmeric,  a  lemon  colour  ;  Pruffian 
blue,  a  violet;  and  cochineal,  a 
fine  purplifh  hue. 

CONFECTIO  CARDIACA. 
CORDIAL  CONFECTION. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Rofemary  tops,  frefh, 
Juniper  berries,  each  one  pound; 
Leffer  cardamom  feeds,  hulked, 
Zedoary, 

Saffron,  each  half  a  pound. 
Extract  a  tincture  from  thefe  ingre- 
dients with  about  a  gallon  and 
a  half  of  proof  fpirit :  let  the 
tincture  be  {trained  off,  and  re- 
duced by  a  gentle  heat  to  the 
weight  of  about  two  pounds  and 
a  half:  then  add  the  following 
ingredients  very  finely  pulveriz- 
ed, and  make  the  whole  into  an 
electary ; 
Compound  power  of  crabs  claws, 

fixteen  ounces ; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,  each  two  ounces  ; 
Cloves,  one  ounce ; 
Double  refined fugar,  two  pounds. 
This  electary  is  compofed  of  the 
more  unexceptionable  ingredients  of 
the    CONFECTIO   RAEEGHA- 
NA,  an  enormous  collection  of  ma- 
terials, not  inferior  in  number  to 
thofe  of  the  mithridate  itfelf.     The 
principles  upon  which  this  procefs 
is    founded,     whatever  fome   may 
have  alledged  to  the  contrary,  are 


far  from  being  unjuft  :  fpirit  of 
wine  excellently  extracts  the  virtues 
of  mofl  of  the  fpices  and  aromatic 
herbs  j  and,  provided  it  be  perfect- 
ly pure  and  free  from  all  admixture 
of  phlegm,  elevates  very  little, 
from  fome  nothing  at  all,  in  diftil- 
lation ;  fo  that  by  this  procefs,  re- 
medies of  great  efficacy  may  be  ob- 
tained. See  chap.  vi.  In  that 
confeftion  however,  tho'  the  vir- 
tues of  many  of  the  ingredients 
were  preferved  in  tolerable  perfec- 
tion, they  were  extremely  prejudi- 
ced by  their  multiplicity  and  con- 
trariety. 

The  ingredients  from  which  the 
extract  for  the  confeBio  cardiaca  is 
made,  are  few  and  well  chofen  ; 
mofl:  of  them  being  fo  hardy,  that 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  their  virtues 
Hands  the  exhalation  even  of  the 
watery  phlegm  which  the  fpirit 
there  ordered  contains  :  the  juniper 
berries,  zedoary,  and  faffron  lofe 
but  little  ;  and  the  rofemary  tops, 
not  fo  much  as  might  be  fufpedted. 

The  fubftances  directed  to  be 
added  to  the  extract,  are  well  pro- 
portioned for  making  an  electary  of 
a  juft  confutence  ;  though  on  keep- 
ing the  powders  are  apt  to  fub- 
fide,  the  extract  and  fugar  floating 
above  them  in  a  liquid  form.  This 
might  be  prevented  either  by  con- 
tinuing the  infpiffation  farther  (by  a 
gentle  warmth)  or  adding  a  larger 
quantity  of  the  dry  powders  :  the 
firft  method  is  mofl  eligible,  as  the 
extract  is  fcarce  tenacious  enough 
to  bear  the  fecond.  Perhaps  the 
fugar  and  the  crabs-claw  powder 
are  not  very  neceffary,  as  they  do 
not  feem  to  contribute  any  thing  to 
the  intention  of  the  medicine,  which 
is  ufually  prescribed  as  a  warm  cor- 
dial and  corroborant.  It  is  given 
fometimes  in  draughts,  but  more 
frequently  in  the  form  of  a  bolus, 
from  eight  or  ten  grains  to  a  fcruple 
and  upwards, 

FEE- 
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ELECTUARIUM 
CARDIACUM. 
CORDIAL  ELECT  JUT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Conferve  of  rofemary  flowers, 
Conferve  of  red  rofes,  each  ai 

ounce  and  a  half; 
Candied  orange  peel, 
citron  peel, 

nutmegs,  each  one  ounce ; 
ginger,  fix  drams ; 
Confeftion  of  kermes,    half  an 

ounce ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  twenty  drops  ; 
Syrup  of  clove  july  flowers,  as 
much  as  is  fufHcient. 
Mix  them  into  an  eleclary  according 
to  art. 

This  eleclary,  however  different 
in  compoiition,  is  fimilav  in  virtue 
to  the  foregoing.  Particular  care 
ought  to  be  had  in  the  choice  of 
the  eflential  oil,  for  on  its  good- 
nefs,  that  of  the  medicine  in  great 
meafure  depends. 

CONFECTIO  PAULINA. 

The  CONFECTION  called 
PAULINA. 
Lond. 
Take  of 
Coitus,  or  in  its  ftead  zedoary. 
Cinnamon, 
Long  pepper, 
Black  pepper, 
Storax,  7 

c 


drained. 


Galbanum, 
Opium, 

Ruffia  caftor,  each  two  ounces ; 
Simple  fyrup,  boiled  to  the  con- 
fluence of  honey,    thrice  the 
weight  of  the  other  ingredi- 
ents. 
Warm  the  fyrup,  and  carefully  mix 
with  it  the  opium  firft  diflblved 
in  wine  :  gradually  add  this  mix- 
ture,   whilit  it  continues  v/arm, 
to  the  ftorax  and  galbanum  pre- 
vioufly    melted    together  \     and 


afterwards  fprinkle  in  the  other 
fpecie*s  reduced  into  powder. 
This  is  the  CONFECTIO  AR- 
CHIGENIS  of  our  former  difpen- 
fatory,  brought  back  to  its  firft 
form  and  author.  It  is  a  warm 
opiate  medicine,  and  as  fuch  is 
fometimes  made  ufe  of  in  practice : 
thirty-two  grains  contain  one  grain 
of  opium. 

MITHRIDATIUM,  Ave 
CONFECTIO  DAMOCRATIS. 

MITHRIDJTE,  or  the 
CONFECTION  of 
DJMOCRATES. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Cinnamon,  fourteen  drams ; 

Myrrh,  eleven  drams ; 

Agaric, 

Indian  nard, 

Ginger, 

Saffron, 

Seeds  of  mithridate  mufterd, 

Frankincenfe, 

Chio  turpentine,  each  ten  drams  5 

Camels  hay, 

Coitus,  or  in  its  ftead  zedoary, 

Indian  leaf,  or  in  its  ftead  mace, 

Stechas, 

Long  pepper, 

Hartwort  feeds, 

Hypociftis, 

Storax  ftraineds 

Opopanax, 

Galbanum  ftrained, 

Opobalfam,  or   in  its   ftead  ex-« 

prefled  oil  of  nutmegs,      » 
Ruflia  caftor,  each  one  ounce; 
Foley  mountain, 
Scordium, 
Carpobalfam,  or  in  its  ftead  cu- 

bebs, 
White  pepper, 
Candy  carrot  feed, 
Bdellium    ftrained,     each    feven 

drams  j 
Celtic  nard, 
Gentian  root, 

I  i  Dit- 
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Dittany  of  Crete, 

Red  rofes, 

Macedonian  parfley  feed, 

LeiTer  cardamom  feeds,  hulked, 

Sweet  fennel  feed, 

Gum  Arabic, 

Opium  ftrained,  each  five  drams ; 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Wild  valerian  root, 

Anifeed, 

Sagapenum,  {trained,  each  three 
drams : 

Meum  athamanticum, 

St  John's  wort, 

Acacia,  or  in  its  Head  terra  Ja- 
ponica, 

Bellies  of  fkinks,  each  two  drams 
and  a  half; 

Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 
of  all  the  other  ingredients. 
Warm  the  honey,  and  mix  with  it 
the  opium  diffolved  in  wine  ; 
melt  the  ftorax,  galbanum,  tur- 
pentine and  opobalfam  (or  ex- 
prefled  oil  of  nutmegs)  together 
in  another  veffel,  continually 
ftirring  them  about,  to  prevent 
their  burning  j  with  thefe  fo 
melted,  mix  the  hot  honey,  at 
firfl  by  fpoonfuls,  and  afterwards 
in  larger  quantities  at  a  time ; 
when  the  whole  is  grown  al- 
moft  cold,  add  by  degrees  the 
other  fpecies  reduced  into  pow- 
der. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Myrrh, 
,;    Saffron, 
Agaric, 
Ginger, 
Cinnamon, 
Spikenard, 
Male  frankincenfe, 
Mithridate  muftard  feeds,    each 

ten  drams ; 
Hartwort  feeds, 
Opobalfam  (or  balfam  of  Peru) 
Camels  hay, 
Arabian  ftechas  flowers, 
Coitus,  (orzedoary) 
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Galbanum, 

Turpentine  of  Cyprus, 

Long  pepper, 

Caitor, 

Hypociflis, 

Storax  calamita, 

Opopanax, 

Indian  leaf,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Cafia  lignea, 

Foley  mountain, 

White  pepper, 

Scordium  leaves, 

Candy  carrot  feed, 

Carpobalfamum  (or  cubebs) 

The  troches  called  cyphi, 

Bdellium,  each  feven  drams ; 

Celtic  nard, 

Gum  Arabic, 

Macedonian  parfley  feeds, 

Opium, 

LefTer  cardamom  feeds, 

Fennel  feeds, 

Gentian  root, 

Red  rofes, 

Dittany    of   Crete,     each    five 

drams; 
Anifeeds, 
Afarum  root, 
Calamus  aromaticus, 
Phu  (or  wild  valerian)  root, 
Sagapenum,  each  three  drams  ; 
Spignel  roots, 
Acacia  (true  or  German) 
Bellies  of  fkinks, 
St.  John's  wort  feeds,  each  two 

drams  and  a  half; 
Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 

of  the  powders ; 
Canary  wine,    as   much  as  will 

diifolve  the  gums  and  juices. 
Mix  them  all  together  into  an  elec- 
tuary, according  to  art. 

TKERJACA  ANDROMACHI. 
FENICE  TREACLE. 
Lo?id. 
Take  of 

Troches  of  fquills,  half  a  pound  ; 
Long  pepper, 
Opium  {trained, 

V  ipers  dried,  each  three  ounces ; 
Cinna- 
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or  in  its  ftead  ex- 
of  nutmegs,   each 


each   an 


Cinnamon, 
Opobalfarn, 
prefied  oi 
two  ounces; 
Agaric, 

Florence  orris  root, 
Scordium, 
Red  rofes, 
Navew  feeds, 
Fxtratt   of   liquorice 

ounce  and  a  half ; 
Indian  nard, 
Saffron, 
Amomum, 
Myrrh, 

Coftus,  or  in  its  ftead  zedoary, 
Camels  hay,  each  one  ounce  ; 
Cinquefoil  root, 
Rhubarb, 
Ginger, 

Indian  leaf,  or  in  its  ftead  mace, 
Dittany  of  Crete, 
Horehound  leaves, 
Calamint  leaves, 
Stechas, 
Black  pepper, 
Macedonian  parlley  feed, 
Olibanum, 
Chio  turpentine, 
Wild   valerian    root,     each    fix 

drams ; 
Gentian  root, 
Celtic  nard, 
Spignel, 

Poley  mountain        "1 
St.  John's  wort,        >  leaves, 
Groundpine  3 

Germander,  tops  with  the  feed, 
Carpobalfam,  or  in  its  ftead  cu- 

bebs, 
Anifeed, 

Sweet  fennel  feed, 
Leffer  cardamom  feeds,  hulked, 
Bifhops  weed, 
Hartwort, 
Treacle  muftard 
Hypociftis, 
Acacia,     or   in 

earth, 
Gum  Arabic, 
Storax  ftrained, 


I- 

its  ftead  Japan 
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Sagapenum  ftrained, 

Terra  Lemnia,  or  in  its  ftead  bole 

Armenic  or  French  bole, 
Green  vitriol  calcined,  each  half 

an  ounce ; 
Small  (or  in  its  ftead,  the  long) 

birthwort  root, 
LeiTer  centaury  tops, 
Candy  carrot  feed, 
Opopanax, 
Galbanum  ftrained, 
Ruffiacaflor, 
Jews  pitch,  or  in  its  ftead  white 

amber  prepared, 
Calamus   aromaticus,    each  two 

drams  ; 
Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 

of  all  the  other  ingredients. 
Let  thefe  ingredients  be  mixed  to- 
gether, after  the  fame  manner, as 
directed  in  making  the  mithrU 
date. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Troches  of  fquills,  fix  ounces  \ 
Troches  of  vipers, 
" The  troches  called  hedychroi. 
Long  pepper, 

Opium,  each  three  ounces ; 
Illyrian  (or  Florence)  orris  root, 
Red  rofes, 
Scordium  leaves, 
Agaric, 

Opobalfam  (or  balfam  of  Peru) 
Extract  of  liquorice, 
Wild  navew  feeds, 
Cinnamon,  each  an  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Myrrh, 
SafFron, 
Ginger, 

Rhapontic  (or  tormentil  root) 
Cinquefoil  roots, 
Calamint  leaves, 
Horehound  leaves, 
Dittany  of  Crete, 
Arabian  ftechas  flowers, 
Camels  hay, 

Macedonian  pariley  feeds, 
Coftus  (or  zedoary) 
Turpentine  of  Cyprus, 

I  i  2  Male 
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Male  Frankincenfe, 

White  pepper, 

Black  pepper, 

tafia  lignea, 

Indian  nard,  each  fix  drams  ; 

Poley  of  Crete, 

Marseilles  (or  common)  hartwort 
feeds, 

Anifeeds, 

Bifhopfweed  feeds, 

Amomura  (or  cloves) 

LefTer  cardamoms, 

Fennel  feeds, 

Treacle  muftard  feeds, 

Gentian  root, 

Spignel  root, 

Pontic  phu  (or  wild  valerian  root) 

Calamus  aromaticus, 

Germander  > 

Groundpine         V  leaves, 

St.  John's  wort    3 

True  (or  German)  acacia, 

Carpobalfamum  (or  cubebs) 

Terra  Lemnia  (or  bole  Armenic) 

Burnt  chalcitis  (or  green  vitriol 
calcined) 

Styrax  calamita, 

Gum  Arabic, 

Hypociftis, 

Celtic  nard, 

Indian  leaf,  each  half  an  ounce ; 

LefTer  centaury  tops, 

Candy  carrot  feed, 

Small  (or  long)  birthwort  roots, 

Jews  pitch  (or  amber) 

Galbanum, 

Opopanax, 

Sagapenum, 

Cailor,  each  two  drams ; 

Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 
of  the  powders. 

Canary  wine,  as  much  as  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  diiTolve  the  gums  and 
juices. 
Mix  them  all  together,  fo  as  to  make 

an  eledtary,  according  to  art. 

Thefe  celebrated  compofitions  are 
almoft  the  only  relidts  of  ancient 
fuperftition,  that  now  remain  among 
us.  The  theriaca  is  a  reform  of 
mithridate,  made  by  Andromachus 
phyfician  to  Nero  :   the  mithridate 


itfelf  is  faid  to  have  been  found  in 
the  cabinet  of  Mithridates  king  of 
Pontus.  The  firft  publifhers  of  this 
pompous  arcanum  were  very  extra- 
vagant in  their  commendations  of 
its  virtues ;  the  principal  of  which 
was  made  to  confift  in  its  being  a 
moil  powerful  prefervative  againft 
all  kinds  of  venom  :  whoever  took 
a  proper  quantity  in  a  morning, 
was  enfured  from  being  poifoned 
during  that  whole  day :  this  was 
confirmed  by  the  example  of  its 
fuppofed  inventor,  who,  as  Celfus 
informs  us,  was  by  its  conftant  ufe 
fo  fortified  againft  the  commonly- 
reputed  poifons,  that  none  of  them 
would  have  any  effect  upon  him 
when  he  wanted  their  afhftance. 
But  the  notions  of  poifons,  which 
prevailed  in  thofe  ruder  ages,  were 
manifeftly  erroneous.  Before  ex- 
perience had  furnifhed  mankind 
with  a  competent  knowledge  of 
the  powers  of  funples,  they  were 
under  perpetual  alarms  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  poifons,  and  bu- 
fied  themfelves  in  contriving  com- 
pofitions which  fhould  counteract 
their  effefts,  accumulating  together 
all  thofe  fubftances  which  they 
imagined  to  be  pofleffed  of  any  de- 
gree of  alexipharmac  power.  Hence 
proceed  the  voluminous  antidotes 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  ancient  phyficians  :  yet 
it  does  not  appear,  that  they  were 
acquainted  with  any  real  poifon, 
except  the  cicuta,  aconitum,  and 
bites  of  venomous  beafls  j  and  to 
thefe  they  knew  of  no  antidote 
whatever.  Thefe  medicines,  there- 
fore, were  originally  incended  a- 
gainft  difeafes  merely  imaginary : 
neverthelefs,  as  fome  of  their  in- 
gredients are  of  the  moft  powerful 
kind,  fucceeding  ages  applied  them 
in  real  ones,  and  experienced  good 
effe&s  from  them,  as  warm,  dia- 
phoretic opiates. 

Thefe  compofitions  might  with- 

out 
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out  doubt  be  lopt  of  numerous  fu- 
perfluities,  without  any  diminution 
of  their  virtues ;  yet  as  the  effects 
of  them,  in  their  prefent  form,  are 
fo  well  known,  fo  much  regard  has 
been  paid  to  ancient  authority,  as 
not  attempt  a  reformation  of  that 
kind.  The  London  college  have 
however  thought  proper  to  retrench, 
from  forms  originally  complex,  all 
fubfequent  additions  that  have  crept 
into  them.  Neither  the  defcription 
in  verfe  of  the  elder  Andromachus, 
or  the  profe  explanation  of  the 
younger,  make  any  mention  of  the 
white  pepper  afterwards  added  to 
the  theriaca ;  and  the  orris  root, 
in  the  mithridate  of  our  former 
pharmacopceias,  is  alfo  a  fupernu- 
merary  ingredient,  not  warranted 
by  the  original :  thefe  therefore  are 
rejected.  Nor  is  the  afarum  in 
mithridate  grounded  on  any  good 
authority  :  the  verfe,  it  is  taken 
from,  is  mutilated  and  corrupt; 
and  the  word  which  fome,  upon 
conjecture  only,  fuppofe  to  have 
been  afarum,  others,  alfo  upon 
conjecture,  chufe  to  read  diife- 
rendy:  till  fome  emendation  mail 
be  better  founded  than  merely  up- 
on critical  gueffes,  this  fingle  fpe- 
cies  may  be  fafely  paffed  over, 
without  any  prejudice  to  the  me- 
dicine. None  of  the  ancient  de- 
fcriptions  afford  any  other  light 
in  this  particular ;  for  they  either 
omit  this  ingredient  and  others  al- 
fo,  or  abound  with  additions. 

One  innovation  in  both  thefe 
medicines,  the  college  have  allow- 
ed themfelves.  In  each  of  thefe 
compofitions  are  found  both  cinna- 
mon and  cafia  lignea;  and  it  is 
very  evident,  from  feveral  parts 
of  Galen's  works,  that  the  latter 
was  ufed  by  the  ancients  only  up- 
on account  of  the  great  difficulty 
of  procuring  the  other  ;  fo  that  to 
retain  the  cafia,  now  that  cinna- 
mon is  fo  common,  is  a  blind  fol- 
lowing of  thefe   writers,    without 
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any  attention  to  their  meaning : 
the  cafia  therefore  is  now  rejected, 
and  half  the  quantity  of  cinnamon 
put  in  its  room,  which  is  the  pro- 
portion that  Galen  directs  to  be 
obferved  in  fubftituting  the  one  for 
the  other.  It  is  probable,  that  the 
cafe  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  the 
Celtic  and  Indian  nardj  that  the 
firft  had  a  place  in  thefe  compofi- 
tions, on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  the  Indian;  for  Galen 
exprefsly  prefers  the  latter. 

There  is  a  material  error  in, 
regard  to  the  theriaca,  which  has 
paffed  through  all  the  editions  of 
our  pharmacopoeia,  except  the  pre- 
fent; this  is,  the  fubftituting  Ro- 
man vitriol  to  the  ancient  chalcitis 
now  not  certainly  known,  and  in 
the  catalogue  of  fimples,  defcribing 
the  Roman  to  be  a  blue  vitriol; 
whereas  the  Italian  writers  are  una- 
nimous it  is  a  green  vitriol ;  and 
were  it  not,  it  would  not  anfwer 
to  the  effects  of  the  chalcitis,  which 
was  certainly  a  chalybeate,  and 
gives  the  medicine  its  black  colour. 
What  has  chiefly  occafioned  chal- 
citis to  be  fuppofed  a  cupreous  vi- 
triol feems  to  be  its  name,  derived 
from  %aA*os-  copper:  but  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  all  vitriols  were 
formerly  imagined  to  proceed  from 
copper,  and  were  named  accord- 
ingly ;  the  green  or  martial  vitriols 
are  itill  called  by  the  Germans 
kupffer-ivajfer,  and  by  us  copperas. 
It  is  probable,  that  the  ancient 
chalcitis  was  no  other  than  a  native 
martial  vitriol,  calcined,  by  the 
heat  of  thofe  warm  climates,  to  a 
degree  of  yellowifh  red  or  coppery 
colour  :  and  therefore  the  common 
green  vitriol,  thus  calcined  by  art, 
'  very  properly  ruppiies  its  place.. 

The  London  college  have  like- 
wife  fomewhat  facilitated  the  pre- 
paration of  thefe  medicines,   by  o- 


mitting  the  troch 


cypbeos  ufed  in 


the  mithridate,  andtthe  hedycbrot  and 
1  i   3  wipe* 
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cviperini  for  the  theriaca ;  and  infert- 
ing  their  ingredients,  after  Ziuelf- 
fers  manner,  in  the  cempofitions 
they  are  intended  for.  This  is 
done  in  the  theriaca  very  comnio- 
dioufly,  the  ingredients  in  thefe 
troches  uniting  with  thofe  in  the 
theriaca  itfelf,  into  unbroken  num- 
bers. But  to  render  the  numbers 
equally  fimple  in  the  mithridate, 
it  was  neceffary  to  retrench  a  few 
odd  grains  from  fome  of  the  arti- 
cles, and  make  a  fmall  addition  to 
fome  others :  they  adjufied  the  pro- 
portions of  the  ingredients  in  the 
trochifci  cypheos  from  the  original  de- 
fcription  in  Galen;  the  numbers  in 
our  former  pharmacopoeia  being 
very  erroneous. 

The  college  of  Edinburgh  have 
not  ventured  to  touch  thefe  vene- 
rable compofitions  :  as  antiquity 
has  now  rendered  them  facred, 
they  leave  them,  for  the  admirers 
of  antiquity,  troches  and  all,  as  de- 
livered by  the  ancients;  but  have 
given  an  elegant  reformation  of 
them,  under  the  title  of 

THERIACA  EDINENSIS. 
EDINBURGH  THERIACA. 
Edinb, 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  fix  ounces; 
Wild  valerian  root, 
Contrayerva     root,     each     four 

ounces ; 
Aromatic  powder,  three  ounces ; 
Refin  of  guaiacum, 
Rufna  caftor, 
Myrrh,  each  two  ounces  ; 
Englifh  fafFron, 
Opium,  each  oneounce ; 
Clarified  honey,  thrice  the  weight 

of  the  powders ; 
Canary  wine,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 

ficient  to  diflblve  the  opium. 
Make  them,  according  to  art,   into 
an    eleaary  ;     to    which    fome 
camphor   may    be    cccafioi 
added. 


This  compofltion  confifts  of  very 
powerful  ingredients,  and  is  doubt- 
lefs  capable  of  anfwering  every 
thing  that  can  be  reafonably  ex- 
pecled  from  the  more  voluminous 
theriaca  of  Andromachus.  The 
London  college  alio  had  formerly 
their  theriaca,  compofed  of  the 
lefs  exceptionable  ingredients  of 
Andromachus's.  Eut  as  thefe  me- 
dicines have  for  a  long  time  been 
chiefly  employed  for  external  pur- 
pofes,  by  the  way  of  catnplafm, 
the  theriaca  Londinenjis  is  now 
omitted,  and  its  place  fupplied  by 
a  cataplafm,  compofed  of  a  few 
well  chofen  articles,  under  the 
name  of  caiaplafma  e  cyminoy  of 
which  hereafter.  For  internal  ufe, 
none  of  the  theriaca's  are  at  pre- 
fent  fo  much  regarded  as  they  have 
been  heretofore ;  practitioners  hav- 
ing introduced,  in  their  room,  ex- 
temporaneous bclufes  of  Virginian 
fnake  root,  camphor,  contrayerva, 
and  the  like ;  which  anfwer  all 
their  intentions,  with  this  advan- 
tage, that  they  may  be  given  either 
with  or  without  opium,  an  ingre- 
dient which  renders  the  others  pre- 
judicial in  cafes  where  they  might 
otherwise  be  proper. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
opium  in  thefe  compofitions,  one 
grain  thereof  is  contained  in  four 
drams  of  the  mithridate  of  the  Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia,  and  in  four 
drams  and  a  fcruple  of  that  of  the 
Edinburgh;  in  three  fcruples,  fif- 
teen grains  of  the  London  Venice- 
treacle  ;  in  nearly  four  fcruples  of 
the  Edinburgh  ;  and  in  five  fcruples 
of  the  theriaca  Edinpifis.  The  pro- 
portion of  opium  will  vary  a  little, 
according  to  the  time  that  they 
have  bjeen  kept  ,  their  moilture  by 
degrees  exhaling,  10  as  to  leave 
the  remainder  ilionger  of  the  opi- 
um, than  .'in  equal  weight  was  at 
firft.  A  change  of  this  kind  is 
l  notice  oJ  by  many  writers, 
but 
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but  falfely  attributed  to  an  imagi- 
nary fermentative  quality  of  the 
ingredients,  by  which  they  were 
fuppofed,  from  their  multiplicity 
and  contrariety,  to  be  continually 
exalting  and  improving  the  virtues 
of  one  another. 

A  good  deal  of  care  is  requifite 
in  making  thefe  compohtions,  to 
prevent  the  walk  which  is  apt  to 
happen  in  the  pounding,  and  which 
would  render  the  proportion  of 
opium  to  the  other  ingredients  pre- 
carious. The  intention  of  diiiblv- 
ing  the  opium  in  wine,  for  thefe 
and  other  eleclaries,  is,  that  it 
may  be  more  uniformly  mingled 
with  the  reft. 

PHILONIUM  LONDINENSE. 

LONDON  PHILONIUM. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

White  pepper, 
Ginger, 

Caraway  feeds,  each  two  ounces ; 
Strained  opium,  fix  drams  ; 
Syrup  of  meconium,  boiled  to 
the  confidence  of  honey,  thrice 
the  weight  of  the  other  ingre- 
dients. 
Heat  the  fyrup,  and  carefully  mix 
with   it    the  opium,    previoufly 
diifolved  in  wine  ;  then  add  the 
other  ingredients,    reduced  into 
powder. 

This  is  a  reformation  of  the  pbilc- 
nium  defcribed  by  Galen,  which 
was  received  in  our  preceding  phar- 
macopoeias with  the  addition  of 
fome  fuperHuous  ingredients,  and 
diftinguifhed,  but  not  very  properly, 
by  the  epithet  Roma?iiitn.  The  addi- 
tional articles,  and  fome  unnecef- 
fary  ones  that  were  in  the  original, 
are  here  omitted,  and  the  quanti- 
tes   of  the  others  varied  fo  as  to 
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preferve  the  fame  proportion  of 
opium  to  the  whole,  as  in  our  laft 
pharmacopoeia.  Thirty-fix  grains 
of  the  compofition  contain  one 
grain  of  opium. 

The  mithridate,  theriaca,  diaf- 
cordium,  confeftio  Paulina,  and 
philonium,  are  the  only  compofi- 
tions  now  remaining,  of  what  have 
been  called  the  officinal  capitals. 
They  are  all  medicines  of  great 
power;  and  as,  on  the  one  hand, 
they  are  applicable/  by  the  judi- 
cious phyfician,  to  excellent  pur- 
pofes,  fo  on  the  other,  their  im- 
prudent ufe  has  often  been  produc- 
tive of  mifchievous  confequences. 
It  has  been  cuftomary  among  nur- 
fes  and  others,  to  give  diafcordium 
to  children,  to  eafe  their  com- 
plaints, and  to  procure  fleep  j  in- 
tentions which  it  effectually  an- 
fwers,  but  at  the  fame  time  never 
fails  to  bring  on  a  coftive  habit, 
the  foundation  of  numerous  ills  : 
this  medicine  has  likewife  been  too 
unwarily  given  for  reftraining 
fluxes  5  whofe  fuppreffion  was  af- 
terwards followed  by  more  dange- 
rous fymptoms.  The  celebrated 
alexipharmacs,  mithridate,  and  the- 
riaca, have  oftentimes  aggravated 
the  diforders  they  were  intended  to 
remedy,  have  converted  a  com- 
mon cold  into  a  high  fever,  have 
raifed  flight  febrile  complaints  in- 
to a  malignant  fever.  However 
llrongly  therefore  thefe  kinds  of 
medicines  are  recommended  for 
earing  pain,  warming,  promoting 
fweat,  expelling  malignity,  &cj 
the  utmoft  caution  is  requifite  in 
the  ufe  of  them  :  the  cafes  which 
demand  their  affiftance,  are  much 
lefs  frequent  than  is  generally  fup- 
pofed. 
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A  lohoch,  edegmat  linfius,  or * 
lambative,  is  of  a  middle  confift- 
ence  betwixt  a  fyrup  and  eleftary. 
This  form  is  calculated  chiefly  for 
the  exhibition  of  pe&oral  medi- 
cines, both  of  the  emollient  and 
detergent  kind.  It  is  an  ill  con- 
trived one,  and  therefore  at  prefent 
almoft  entirely  laid  afide  :  the  mu- 
cilaginous or  oily  fubftances,  which 
enter  moil  of  thefe  compofitions  in 
large  quantity,  render  them  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  palate  (efpecially 
in  the  way  of  taking  which  they 
are  defigned  for,  that  of  licking, 
or  {lowly  {wallowing  down)  and 
likewife  to  the  ftomach  ;  and  im- 
pede the  virtues  of  fome  ingredients 
which  have  been  employed  in  this 
form,  particularly  thofe  of  the  af- 
tringent  kind.  The  London  col- 
lege have  therefore  rejected  all  the 
lohochs;  and  the  Edinburgh  re- 
tain only  the  following. 

LOHOCH  ex  AMYLO. 
LOHOCH  of  STARCH. 
Take  of 

Starch,  two  drams ; 
Japan  earth,  one  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  comfrey, 
Whites  of  eggs  beat  into  a  thin 
liquor,  each  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together,  fo  as  to  make 
a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH  COMMUNE. 
COMMON  LOHOCH. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  almonds  frefh  drawn, 
Pe&oral  (or  balfamic)  fyrup,  each 

one  ounce  ; 
White  fugar,   two  drams. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH      -" 

DIATRAGACANTHL 

LOHOCH  of  the  COMPOUND 

POWDER  of  GUM 

TRAGACANTIL 


Take  of 

Compound  powder  of  gum  tra- 

gacanth,  two  drams ; 
Japan  earth,  one  dram  ; 
Whites   of  eggs,  beat  up  into  a 

liquor,  one  ounce ; 
Syrup  of  meconium,  two  ounces. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH  de  LINO. 
LOHOCH  cf  LINSEED. 
Take  of 

Linfeed  oil,  frefh  drawn, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  each  one  ounce  j 
Flowers  of  fulphur, 
White  fugar,  each  two  drams. 
Mix  them,  fo  as  to  make  a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH  de  MANNA. 
LOHOCH  of  MANNA. 
Take  of 

Calabrian  manna, 
Oil  of  almonds,   frefh  drawn, 
Syrup    of   violets,   each    equal 
quantities. 
Mix  them  into  a  lohoch. 

LOHOCH  SAPONACEUM. 
SAPONACEOUS  LOHOCH. 
Take  of 

Spanifh  foap,  one  dram ; 
Oil  of  almonds,  one  ounce  ; 
Pedtoral  (or  balfamic)  fyrup,  an 
ounce  and  half. 
Make  them  into  a  lohoch,  accord- 
ing to  ait. 

LOHOCHde  SPERMATE  CETI. 

LOHOCH  of  SPERMA  CETI. 
Take  of 

Sperma  ceti,  two  drams, 

Oil  of  almonds,   frefh,    half  an 

ounce ; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  one  ounce  ; 
Yolk  of  eggs,  as  much  as,  when 
rubbed  with  the  fperraa  ceti, 
will  fit  it  to  mix  with  the  other 
ingredients,  into  the  conflu- 
ence cf  a  lohoch. 

Chap- 
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Chapter  XXIV. 

A  QJJ  m    MEDICAMENTOSA. 

MEDICATED   WA  T  E  R  $. 


AQUA  ALUMINOSA 

BATEANA. 

BATES's  ALUM  WATER. 

Lend. 

Take  of 

Alum, 

White    vitriol,    each     half    an 
ounce  j 

Water,    two  pints. 
Boil  the  falts  in  the  water  till  they 

are  diffolved,  let  the  folution 
s    fettle,    and   afterwards  filter    it 

through  paper. 

Bates  directs  the  falts  to  be  cal- 
cined before  they  are  diffolved  : 
this  is  certainly  a  needlefs  trouble, 
fince  calcination  only  evaporates 
the  aqueous  parts,  which  are  re- 
itored  again  on  the  addition  of  the 
water.  This  liquor  is  ufed  for 
cleanfing  and  healing  ulcers  and 
wounds ;  and  for  removing  cuta- 
neous eruptions,  the  part  being 
bathed  with  it  hot,  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  It  is  fometimes  like- 
wife  employed  as  a  collyrium;  and 
as  an  injection  in  the  gonorrhoea 
and  fluor  albus,  when  not  accom- 
panied with  virulence. 

AQUA  ALUMINOSA. 
ALUM  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Corrofive  mercury  fublimate, 
Alum,    each  two  drams  •„ 
Water,  two  Dints.  - 


Let  the  fublimate  and  alum  be 
ground  into  powder,  and  boiled 
with  the  water,  in  a  glafs  veffel, 
to  the  confumption  of  half  the 
water ;  then  fuffer  the  liquor  to 
fettle,  and  pour  it  off  clear  from 
the  fediment. 

This  is-  taken  from  Fallopius, 
with  the  exchange  of  rofe  and 
plantane  waters  for  common  water, 
which  is  equally  fit  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  The  compofition  is  design- 
ed chiefly  for  cutaneous  puftules 
and  ulcerations.  It  is  an  injudi- 
cious one,  and  rarely  made  ufe  of, 
and  therefore  expunged  from  the 
London  pharmacopoeia.  The  fe- 
diment is  the  mercury  fublimate, 
thrown  down  by  the  alum. 

AQUA  SAPPHIRINA. 

SAPPHIRE  COLOURED 

WATER. 

Lon4. 

Take  of 

Lime  water,  one  pint ; 
Sal  ammoniac,  one  dram. 

Let  them  ftand  together,  in  a  cop- 
per veffel,  or   along  with  fome 
plates  of  copper,  until  the  liquor 
has  acquired  a  fapphire  colour. 
Edinb, 

Take  of 

Lime  water,  newly  made,   one 

pint ; 
Sal  ammoniac,  two  drams. 

Piffolve  the  fait  in  the  lime  water, 
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and  let  the  folution  fland  in  a 

brafs  veffel,  until  it  has  acquired 

a  blue  colour. 

This  water  is  at  prefent  pretty 
much  in  ufe,  as  a  detergent  of  foul 
and  obflinate  ulcers,  and  for  taking 
away  fpecks  or  films  in  the  eyes. 
The  .copper  contributes  more  to  its 
colour,  than  to  its  medicinal  effi- 
cacy ;  for  the  quantity  of  the  me- 
tal diffoived  is  extremely  minute. 

AQUA  VITRIOLICA 

C^RULEA. 

BLUE  VITRIOLIC  WATER. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Blue  vitriol,  three  ounces ; 

Alum, 

Strong   fpirit    (or  oil)  of  vitriol, 

each  two  ounces; 
Water,   a  pint  and  a  half. 
Boil   the  falts   in  the  water,  until 
they  are  diffoived,   then  add  the 
acid  fpirit  and  filter  the  mixture 
through  paper. 

AQUA  STYPTICA. 
STYPTIC  WATER. 

Edinh. 
Take  of 
Blue  vitriol, 

Alum,  each  half  a  pound  ; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Boil  them  until  the  falts  are  diffoiv- 
ed,  then  filter  the  liquor,  and  to 
every  pint  of  it  add  a  dram  of 
oil  of  vitriol. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  formed 
upon  the  ilyptic,  recommendo]  by 
Sydenham,  for  flopping  bleeding 
at  the  nofe,  and  other  external 
hasmorrhagies  :  for  this  purpofe, 
cloths  or  doffils  are  to  b-  dipt  in 
the  liquor,  and  applied  to  the  part. 

AQUA  VITRIOLICA 
CAMPHORATA. 

CAMPHORATED  VITRIOLIC 
WJfi 


Take  of 

White  vitriol,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Camphor,  two  drams  ; 

Boiling  water,  two  pints. 
Mix  them,  that  the  vitriol  may  be 

diffoived;  and   after    the    feces 

have  fubfided,    filter   the  liquor 

through  paper. 

AQUA  OPHTHALMICA. 
EYE  WATER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Bole  Armenic,  unprepared,  two 

ounces ; 
Tatty,  unprepared,  one  ounce; 
White  vitriol,  half  an  ounce; 
Camphor,  two  drams ; 
Water,  four  pints. 
Boil  the  water  a  little,   with  the 
other  ingredients  powdered,  fre- 
quently  flirring  them  up   from 
the  bottom  :  then  fuffer  the  feces 
to  fubfide,  and  pour  off  the  clear 
liquor  for  ufe. 

The  laft  of  thefe  compofitions 
does  not  differ  fo  much  from  the 
firft,  as  might  be  imagined  from 
its  containing  more  ingredients  ; 
for  the  bole  and  tutty,  too  ponde- 
rous to  remain  fufpended  in  the 
water,  fall  to  the  bottom,  and 
form  greateft  part  of  the  feces. 
Both  thefe  liquors  are  very  ufeful 
ophthalmics  ;  they  cool,  and  repel 
the  fharp  humors  which  fometimes 
fall  down  upon  the  eyes,  and  de- 
fend them  from  beginning  films 
and  fpecks. 

AQUA  PHAGED^NICA. 

PHAGEDENIC  WATER. 
4  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Lime  water,  one  pint : 
Corrofive     mercury     fublimate, 
half  a  dram. 
Let  a  folution  be  made. 
Thi?  is  defigned  for  waf] 
nfing  old  foul  ulcers,  and  pre- 
ing    the    grov.:: 
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Medicated  Waters. 


flefh.  Ic  is  for  nioft  purpofes  ra- 
ther too  corrofive  to  be  ufed  with- 
out dilution. 

LOTIO  SAPONACEA. 

SAPONACEOUS  LOTION, 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Damaik  rofe  water,  three  quar- 
ters of  a  pint; 
Oil  olive,  one  quarter  of  a  pint; 
Ley  of  tartar,  half  an  ounce  by 
meafure. 
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Grind  the  ley  of  tartar  and  the  oil 
together,  until  they  unite ;  then 
gradually  add  the  rofe  water. 
This   is   defigned   for  a   deter- 
gent wafh  ;  and,  like   other  foapjr 
liquors,  anfwers  this  purpofe  very 
effectually.     Where  it  is  required 
to  be  more  deterfive,  it  may  be  oc- 
cafionally  rendered  fo,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  fo- 
lution  of  any  fixt:  alcaline  fait. 


Chap- 
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Chapter  XXV. 


OLEA  per  INFUSIONEM  et  DECOCTIONEM. 
OILS  by  INFUSION  and  DECOCTION. 


1  XprefTed  oils  extra  ft  the  refi- 
nous  and  oily  parts  of  vege- 
tables, but  do  not  aft  upon,  or  u- 
nite  with,  the  gummy  and  mucila- 
ginous :  hence  the  oleum  e  mucila- 
ginibus  of  the  {hops  contains  no- 
thing of  the  mucilage  which  its  in- 
gredients abound  with.  Thefe  oils 
may  be  tinged,  by  vegetable  mat- 
ters, of  aim  oft  all  colours  ;  the 
leaves  of  moft  plants  communicate 
a  green ;  yellow  flowers,  a  dilute 
gold  colour;  fome  red  flowers,  a 
light  red ;  alcanet  root,  a  beautiful 
and  deep  red. 

In  making  the  officinal  oils  from 
the  leaves  of  plants,  a  good  deal 
of  care  is  neceflary,  to  give  them 
the  fine  green  colour  expefted  in 
them.  If  the  boiling  of  the  herb 
in  the  oil  is  not  continued  till  all 
the  aqueous  moifture  has  exhaled 
(the  mark  of  which  is,  the  herb's 
being  crifp)  the  oil  will  have  a 
dingy  yellowifh  hue  ;  if  continued 
longer,  it  turns'  black,  and  con- 
tracts an  empyreumatic  fmell.  The 
moft  convenient  method  of  ma- 
naging the  procefs  feems  to  be,  to 
ftrain  off  the  oil  when  fufficiently 
impregnated  with  the  virtue  of  the 
plant,  and  afterwards  to  let  it  ftand 
in  a  clean  veflel,  over  a  gentle  tire, 
until  by  frequent  trials  on  a  white 
tile,  it  appears  to  have  gained  the 
deep  green  colour  required. 


OLEUM  HYPERICI. 
OIL  of  ST.  JOHN'S  WORT. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

The  flowers  of  St.  John's  wort, 
full   blown,     frefh    gathered, 
and  carefully  freed  from  the 
cups,   four  ounces ; 
Oil  olive,   two  pints. 
Pour  the  oil  upon  the  flowers,  and 
let  them  ftand  together,  till  the 
oil  is  fufficiently  coloured. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

The  tops  of   St.  John's  wort, 
frefh  gathered  andbruifed,  one 
pound  j 
Oil  olive,  three  pints. 
Boil  them   gently  together,     until 
the   herb   is  almoft   crifp;  then 
ftrain  and  prefs  out  the  oil. 

After  the  fame  manner  are  prepared, 

OLEUM  ABSINTHITES. 
OIL  of  WORMWOOD  TOPS. 

OLEUM  ANETHINUM. 
OIL  of  DILL  LEAVES. 

OLEUM  CHAM„£MELINUM. 
OIL  of  CAMOMILE  FLOWERS. 

OLEUM  LILIORUM 
ALBORUM. 

OIL  of  WHITE  LILT  FLOWERS. 

OLEUM 
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OLEUM  ROSARUM 

RUBRARUM. 
OIL  of  RED  ROSES. 

OLEUM  RUT ACEUM. 
OIL  of  RUE  LEAVES. 

OLEUM  LUMBRICORUM. 
OIL  of  EARTHWORMS. 

Eciinb. 

Take  of 

Earth  worms,  well  warned,  half 

a  pound ; 
Oil  olive,  two  pints ; 
White  wine,  half  a  pint. 

Boil  them  together  in  balneo  ma- 
ris, until  the  wine  is  evaporat- 
ed ;  then  prefs  out  the  oil,  and 
afterwards  ilrain  it  for  ufe. 

OLEUM  e  MUCILAGINIBUS. 
OIL  of  MUCILAGES. 
Lotid. 
Take  of 

Marihmallow  root,  frefh,  half  a 

pound  ; 
Linfeed, 
Fenugreek    feed,      each    three 

ounces ; 
Water,  two  pints  j 
Oil  olive,  four  pints. 
Bruife  the  roots  and  feeds,  and  gen- 
tly boil  them  in  the  water  for  half 
an  hour :  then  add  the  oil,  and 
continue  the   boiling  till  all  the 
water  is   wafted;   afterwards   let 
the  oil  be  carefully  poured  off  for 
ufe. 

OLEUM  MUCAGINUM. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Marihmallow  (orwhitelily)  roots, 

frefh,  four  ounces ; 
Squills,  frefh,  two  ounces ; 
Fenugreek  feed, 
Linfeed,   each  an   ounce  and  a 

half; 
Oil  olive,  half  a  gallon. 
Bruife  the  roots,    and  fteep  them 
with  the  feeds  in  afufficient  quan- 
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tity  of  water ;  then  gently  boil 
them  till  they  give  out  a  thick 
vifcous  mucilage,  which  .being 
ftrongly  preffed  out  and  {trained, 
is  to  be  boiled  with  the  oil,  in 
balneo  maris,  or  over  a  very 
gentle  fire,  till  the  aqueous  moi- 
fture  is  exhaled  ;  keeping  the 
mixture  continually  ftirring,  to 
prevent  its  burning. 

OLEUM  SAMBUCINUM. 
OIL  of  ELDER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Elder  flowers,  one  pound, 

Oil  olive,  two  pints. 
Boil    the  flowers   in   the  oil,     till 

they  are  almoft  crifp  ;  then  prefs 

out  the  oil,  and  fet  it  by  till  the 

feces  have  fubfided. 

OLEUM  VIRIDE. 
GREEN  OIL. 
Lond, 
Take  of 
Bay, 
Rue, 

Marjoram, 
Sea  wormwood, 
Camomile,    leaves,    frefh,   each 

three  ounces ; 
Oil  olive,  two  pints. 
Bruife  the  herbs,  and  gently  boil 
them  in  the  oil  till  they  are  al- 
moft crifp ;  then  prefs  out  the 
oil,  let  it  ftand  to  fettle,  and 
afterwards  pour  it  off  from  die 
fedimenc. 

All  the  foregoing  oils  are  defign- 
ed  for  external  applications.  Their 
general  virtues  are  to  foften  and 
relax  ;  by  which  qualities,  they 
prove  ferviceable  in  tenfion,  rigi- 
dity, contractions,  and  inflamma- 
tions of  particular  parts;  and  in 
pains  proceeding  from  thefe  caufes. 
As  feveral  of  them  contain  thofe 
parts  of  the  ingredients  in  which 
their  virtues  principally  refide,  they 
are  hence  fuppofed  capable  in  fome 

degree 
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degree  of  exerting  thofe  virtues 
when  externally  applied  :  thus,  the 
oil  of  wormwood,  rubbed  On  the 
ftomach  and  umbilical  region,  is 
faid  to  excite  appetite,  flrengthen 
the  vifcera,  and  kill  worms;  that 
of  chamemel  flowers,  to  be  a  warm 
difcutient  and  refolvent;  thofe  of 
St.  John's  wort  flowers  and  dill 
leaves,  to  be  peculiarly  grateful  to 
the  nerves,  to  give  great  relief  in 
all  kinds  of  pains  and  wearinefs,  to 
refolve  tumors,  and  heal  wounds 
and  ulcers ;  the  oil  of  mucilages, 
to  be  fofter  and  more  emollient 


than  common  oil;  that  of  rue,  to 
be  of  Angular  efficacy  againft  fchir- 
rous  fwellings,  and  hardnefs  of  the 
fpleen,  &c.  It  is  prefumed,  how- 
ever, that  at  prefent  there  are  few 
who  expect  much  more  from  thefe 
preparations  than  from  common  oil 
itfelf,  which  has  the  advantage  of 
being  lefs  offenfive  :  the  reiinous 
parts  of  vegetables,  however  active 
when  taken  internally  in  a  proper 
form,  can  fcarce  be  fuppofed,  when 
combined  with  a  large  quantity  of 
oil,  to  have  any  confiderable  effect 
in  external  applications. 


C  H  A  P- 
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Chapter  XXVI. 

EMPLASTRA,    UNGUENTA,    CERATA, 

EPITHEMATA. 

PLASTERS,  OINTMENTS,  CERATES, 
EPITHEMS. 

General  rules  for  making  plafters,  &c.  from  the  Edinburgh 
pharmacopeia. 


.    I. 

SUCH  plants  as  are  employed 
in  thefe  compofitions,  ought  to 
be  frefh,  juicy,  and  well  bruifed ; 
unlefs  they  are  ordered  other- 
wife. 

II. 
Boil  the  herbs  till  they  are  almoft 
crifp,  taking  care  to  prevent  the 
matter  from  contracting  a  black 
colour  :  afterwards  ftrain  off  the 
liquid,  and  fet  it  on  the  fire  again, 
that  all  the  aqueous  moifture 
may  exhale. 

III. 
Metallic  powders  are  to  be  boiled 
firft  with  the  oils  and  uncluous 
ingredients,  till  duly  united. 
Such  gums  as  are  readily  foluble, 
powders,     and    alfo  turpentine, 


are  to  be  added  towards  the  end 
of  the  operation. 
IV. 
Plafters  require  the  addition  of  wa- 
ter, till  they  have  acquired  a  due 
confiftence. 

The  ufe  of  the  water  is,  to  keep 
the  plafter  from  burning  and  grow- 
ing black.  Such  water,  as  it  may 
be  neceffary  to  add  during  the  boil- 
ing, muft  be  previoufly  made  hot : 
cold  liquor  would  not  only  prolong 
the  procefs,  but  likewife  occafion 
the  matter  to  explode  and  be  thrown 
about  with  violence,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  operator  ;  this  acci- 
dent will  equally  happen  upon  the 
addition  of  hot  water,  if  the  plafter 
is  extremely  hot. 


SECT.    I. 
PLASTERS. 


EMPLASTRUM  ANODYNUM. 
JNODTNE  PLASTER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

White  refin,  eight  ounces ; 
Tacamahacca  in  powder. 


Galbanum,  each  four  ounces  ; 
Cummin  feeds,  powdered,  three 

ounces ; 
Black  foap,  four  ounces. 
Melt  the  refin  and  the  gums  toge- 
ther i  then  add  the  feeds  and  the 
foap, 
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foap,  and  make  the  whole  into 
a  plafter,  according  to  art. 
This  plafter  fometimes  gives  eafe 
in  flight  gouty  and  rheumatic  pains, 
which  it  is  fuppofed  to  effect  by 
preventing  the  afflux  of  humors  to 
the  part,  and  putting  in  motion, 
and  repelling  fuch  as  already  ftag- 
nate  there. 

EMPLASTRUM 

ANTI-HYSTERICUM. 

ANTIHTSTERIC  PLASTER, 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Galbanum,  twelve  ounces ; 
Tacamahacca,  in  powder, 
Yellow  wax,  each  fix  ounces ; 
Afa  faetida, 

Cummin  feed  in  powder, 
Venice    turpentine,    each    four 
ounces. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  plafter, 
according  to  art. 

This  plafter  is  applied  to  the  um- 
bilical region,  or  over  the  whole 
abdomen,  in  hyfteric  cafes ;  and 
fometimes  with  good  effect. 

EMPLASTRUM 

ATTRAHENS. 

DRAWING  PLASTER. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Yellow  refin, 

Yellow  wax,  each  three  pounds  5 

Tried  mutton  fuet,  one  pound. 
Melt  them  together,  and  whilft  the 

mafs  remains  fluid,  pafs  it  thro' 

a  ftrainer. 

This  is  a  very  well  contrived 
plafter  for  the  purpofe  exprefled  in 
its  title.  It  is  calculated  to  fupply 
the  place  of  melilot  plafter  ;  whole 
great  irritation,  when  employed 
for  the  drefling  'of  blifters,  has  been 
continually  complained  of.  This 
was  owing  to  the  large  quantity  of 
refin  contained  in  it,  which  is  here 
for  that  reafon  retrenched.  It  fliould 
feem  that,  when  deflgned  only  for 


drefling  blifters,  the  refin  ought  to 
be  entirely  omitted,  unlefs  where 
a  continuance  of  the  pain  and  irri- 
tation, excited  by  the  veflcatory, 
is  required.  Indeed  plafters  of  any 
kind  are  not  very  proper  for  this  • 
purpofe  :  their  confiftence  makes 
them  fet  uneafy,  and  their  adhefive- 
nefs  renders  the  taking  them  off" 
painful.  Cerates,  which  are  fofter 
and  lefs  adheflve,  appear  much 
more  eligible  :  the  ceratum  album 
will  ferve  for  general  ufe ;  and  for 
fome  particular  purpofes,  the  cera- 
tum citrinum  may  be  applied. 

EMPLASTRUM 

CEPHALICUM. 

CEPHALIC  PLASTER. 

Land. 

ake  of 

Burgundy  pitch,  two  pounds ; 
Soft  labdanum,  one  pound ; 
Yellow  refin, 

Yellow  wax,  each  four  ounces ; 
The  exprefled  oil,  called  oil  of 
mace,  one  ounce. 
Melt  the  pitch,  refin,  and  wax  to- 
gether ;  then  add,  firft  the  lab- 
danum, and  afterwards  the  oil 
of  mace. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  three  ounces  j 
White  refin, 

Tacamahacca,  each  two  ounces  j 
Myrrh, 

Caftor,  each  two  drams ; 
Venice  turpentine,  three  ounces ; 
Eflential  oil  of  lavender, 
Oil  of  amber,  each  one  dram. 
Add  the  oils,  to  the  other  ingredi- 
ents previoufly  made  into  a  pla- 
fter and  grown  almoft  c  .J. 
Thefe  plafters   are   applied,    in 
weaknefs  or  pains  of  the.  head,  to 
the   temples,    forehead,    &c.     and 
fometimes     likewife    to    the   feet. 
Schulze  relates,  that  an  inveterate 
rheumatifm  in  the  temples,   which 
at  times  extended  to  the  teeth,  and 

occa- 
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occafioned  intolerable  pain,  was 
completely  cured  in  two  days  by 
a  plafter  of  this  kind  (with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  little  opium)  applied  to 
the  part,  after  many  other  remedies 
had  been  tried  in  vain  :  he  adds, 
that  a  large  quantity  of  liquid  mat- 
ter exuded,  under  the  plafter,  in 
drops,  which  were  fo  acrid  as  to 
corrode  the  cuticle. 

EMPLASTRUM  de  CICUTA 

cumAMMONIACO. 

PLASTER  of  HEMLOCK  witb 

AMMONIACUM. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Juice   of  hemlock  leaves,    four 

ounces ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  eight  ounces; 
Vinegar  of  fquills,  as  much  as  is 
iumcient  to  diilblve  the  gum. 
Add  the  juice  to  this  foludon,   and 
having  drained  the  mixture,  boil 
it  to  the  confidence  6^  a  plafter. 
This  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  power- 
ful cooler  and  difcutient,  and  par- 
ticularly ferviceable  againft  fwell- 
ings  of  the  fpleen  and  difteniions 
of  the  hypocondres. 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE. 

COMMON  PLATER. 

Land, 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  gallon  ; 
Litharge,    ground    into   a   moft 
fubtile  powder,  five  pounds. 

Boil  them  over  a  gentle  fire,  with 
about  two  pints  of  water,  keep- 
ing them  continually  ftirring,  till 
the  oil  and  litharge  unite,  and 
acquire  the  confidence  of  a  pla- 
fter. If  all  the  water  fhould  be 
confumed  before  this  happens, 
add  lome  more  water  previoufly 
made  hot. 

EMPLASTRUM  DIACHYLON. 
DUCHTLON  PLASTER. 
Edi.no . 
Take  of 

Oil  of  mucilages,  four  pints ; 


Litharge  of  gold,  a  pound  and  a 
half. 
Boil  them  into  a  plafter. 

The  heat,  in  thefe  proceftes, 
fhould  be  gentle,  and  the  matter 
kept  continually  ftirring,  otherwiie 
it  fwells  up,  and  is  apt  to  run  over 
the  veffel.  If  the  composition 
proves  difcoloured,  the  addition  of 
a  little  white  lead  and  oil  will  reco- 
ver the  colour. 

Thefe  plafters  are  the  common 
applicacion  in  excoriations  of  the 
fkin,  flight  flefh  wounds,  and  the 
like.  They  keep  the  part  foft, 
and  fomewhat  warm,  and  defend 
it  from  the  air.  which  is  all  that 
can  be  expected  in  thefe  cafes  from 
any  plafter.  Some  of  our  induftri- 
ous  medicine-makers  have  thought 
thefe  purpofes  might  be  anfwered 
by  a  cheaper  compofition,  and  ac- 
cordingly have  fubftituted  a  mix- 
ture of  no  better  materials  than 
common  whiting  and  hogs  lard: 
this,  however,  is  by  no  means  al- 
lowable, not  only  as  it  does  not 
ftick  fo  well,  but  likewife  as  the 
lard  is  apt  to  grow  rancid  and  acri- 
monious, and  in  fome  cafes  occa- 
fion  great  pain.  The  counterfeit 
is  diftinguifhable  by  the  eye,  but 
more  fatisiaclorily  by  burning  a 
little  in  an  iron  ladle  :  the  genuine 
will  be  partly  revived  into  little 
globules  of  lead,  whilft  the  coun- 
terfeit burns  into  a  kind  of  lime. 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE 
ADHiESIVUM. 

COMMON  STICKING 
PLASTER. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Common  plafter,  three  pounds ; 
Yellow  refin,  half  a  pound. 
Melt  the  common  plafter  over  a 
ve-ry  gentle  hre ;  then  add  the 
refin,  firft  reduced  into  powder 
that  it  may  melt  the  fooner  ;  and 
mix  them  all  together. 

£  k  This 
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This  plafter  may  otherwife  be  made,       DIACHYLON  PLASTER  with 
by  taking,    inftead   of  the  com-  GUMS. 

mon  plafter,   its   ingredients  oil  Edinb. 

and  litharge  ;  and  adding  the  re- 
fill a  little  before  they  have  come 
to  the  due  confidence  ;  then  con- 
tinue the  boiling  till  the  plafter 
is  fmiftied. 
It  turns  out    the   moil   elegant 

when  made  by  this  laft  method. 


EMPLASTRUM 

ADHjESIVUM. 

STICKING  PLASTER. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Simple   diachylon   plafter,    two 

pounds  ; 
Burgundy  pitch,  one  pound. 
Melt  them  together,   fo  as  to  make 
a  plafter. 

Thefe  plafters  are  ufed  chiefly  as 
adhefives,  for  keeping  on  other 
dreftings,  &c. 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE 

cumGUMMl. 

COMMON  PLASTERS  with 

GUMS. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Common  plafter,  three  pounds  ; 
Galbanum  ftrained,  eight  ounces  ; 
Common  turpentine, 
Frankincenfe,  each  three  ounces. 
Melt  the  galbanum  with  the  tur- 
pentine, over  a  gentle  fire,  and 
iprinkle  in  the  frankincenfe,  re- 
duced to  powder:  then  gradu- 
ally mix  with  thefe  the  common 
plafter,  previouily  liquefied  by  a 
very  gentle  heat. 
Or,  inftead  of  the  common  plafter 
already  made,  you  may  take  the 
oil  and  litharge  boiled  together  : 
as  foon  as  thefe  unite,  before 
they  have  acquired  the  confift- 
ence  of  a  plafter,  the  other  in- 
gredients are  to  be  added. 

EMPLASTRUM  DIACHYLON 

cumGUMMl. 


Take  of 

Oil  of  mucilages,  four  pints  ; 
Litharge  of  gold,  two  pounds ; 
Gum  ammoniacum, 
Galbanum, 
Venice  turpentine, 
Yellow  wax,  each  half  a  pound. 
Boil  the  oil  with  the  litharge  to  the 
confiftence  of  a  plafter  ;  then  add 
the  other  ingredients,   and  make 
the  whole  into  a  plafter,  accord- 
ing to  art. 

Thefe  plafters  are  ufed  as  digef- 
tives  and  fuppuratives ;  particular- 
ly in  abfceffes,  after  a  part  of  the 
matter  has  been  maturated  and  dif- 
charged,  for  fuppurating  or  difcuf- 
fing  the  remaining  hard  part. 

EMPLASTRUM  e  CYMINO. 
CUMMIN  PLASTER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Burgundy  pitch,  three  pounds  j 

Yellow  wax, 

Cummin  feeds, 

Caraway  feeds, 

Bay  berries,  each  three  ounces. 
Melt  the  pitch  with  the  wax  ;  then 

fprinkle  in  the  other  ingredients, 

firft  reduced  into  a  powder,  and 

mix  the  whole  well  together. 

This  plafter  ftands  recommended 
as  a  moderately  warm  difcutient ; 
and  directed  to  be  applied  to  the 
hypogaftric  region,  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  vifcera,  and  expelling  flatu- 
lencies. 

EMPLASTRUM 

DEFENSIVUM. 

DEFENSIVE  PLASTER. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Juice  of  Shepherds  purfe, 
Knot  grafs, 
Horfetail, 
Milfoil, 

Juice 
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Juice  of  Plantane, 
Houfeleek, 

Common  nightihade, 
Comfry,  each  half  a  pint  • 
Oil  olive,  three  pints  j 
Hogs  lard,  two  pounds ; 
Litharge   of  gold,    two  pounds 

and  a  half; 
Red  lead,  half  a  pound  ; 
Yellow  wax,  s 
White  refin, 
Olibanum, 
Venice    turpentine,     each    four 

ounces  ; 
Powdered    Bole   Armenic,    one 
pound  ; 
Ccmfrey  roots, 
Granate  peek, 
Balauftines, 
Maftich, 
Dragons  blood, 
Red      launders,     each      two 
ounces. 
Boil  the  juices   with   the  oil,  lard 
litharge,  and  red   lead,  till  they 
come  almoft  to  the  confidence  of 
a  plafter  ;  then   mix  in  the  wax 
and  renn  ;  and   when    thefe   are 
liquefied,  add  the  olibanum,  tur- 
pentine, and  the  powders.     Let 
the  whole  be  well  mixed,  and 
made  into  a  platter,    according 
to  art. 

It  may  likewife  be  prepared 
without  the  juices. 
This  plafter  is  laid  round  the 
lips  of  wounds  and  ulcers,  for  -de- 
fending them  from  inflammation, 
and  other  ill  fymptoms  :  which  it 
is  fuppofed  to  effect,  by  fomewhat 
conltnnging  the  veffels,  and  thus 
preventing  the  afflux  of  humors  to 
the  part. 

This  composition  is  very  redun- 
dant in  its  ingredients :  and  indeed, 
through  the  whole  of  this  chapter, 
the  college  of  Edinburgh  have  been 
very  {paring  of  their  emendations, 
efpecially  of  fuch  ointments  and 
planers  as  are  ufed  by  the  furgeons 
in  their  dreffings.     They  were  .at 


no  further  pains  about  them,  than 
to  enquire  of  the  furgeons  what 
forms  they  followed  in  making 
them  up.  With  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular composition,  they  were  af- 
fured,  that  fome,  of  the  greater!: 
practice,  continued  ftill  to  make  it 
according  to  the  old  prefcription 
above  retained,  without  the  omif- 
fion  of  any  one  juice.  It  would 
have  been  very  eafy,  no  doubt,  to 
have  compofed  a  plafter,  as  good 
for  the  purpofe,  of  four  or  live  in- 
gredients ;  but  poffibly  neither  one 
or  the  other  would  have  anfwered 
any  ufefulend. 

EMPLASTRUM  DIAPALMJ2 

dictum. 

The  PLASTER  called 

DIAPALMA. 

Edlnb. 

Take  of 

Litharge  of  gold, 

Oil  ciive,  each  three  pounds  ; 

Hogs  lard,  two  pounds. 
Boil  thefe  ingredients  together,  and 

keep  their  {lining,  till  they  have 

acquired  a  due  confiftence. 

This  plafter  has  loft  the  ingre- 
dient from  which  it  received  its 
name,  the  young  fhoots  of  the 
palm  tree  ;  and  likewife  the  ridicu- 
lous ceremony  of  ftirring  it  with  a 
palm  tree  ftick,  which  was  obferv- 
ed  only  to  countenance  the  conti- 
nuance of  its  name.  It  is  uled  for 
the  fame  purpoies  as  the'  Ample 
diachylon,  and  is  inferted  only  in 
compliance  with  the  fhops,  fome 
chufing  to  keep  the  one,  and  others 
the  other. 

EMPLASTRUM  e  MELILOTO. 
MELILOT  PLASTER. 
Edi?ib. 
Take  of 

Melilot  leaves,  frehY,  fix  pounds ; 
Beef  fuet,  three  pounds  ; 
White  refin,  eight  pourds  ; 
Yellow  wax,  four  pounds. 
K.  k  z  Boil 
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Boil  the  herb  in  the  melted  fuet 
till  it  is  almoft  crifp  ;  then  ftrong- 
\y  prefs  out  the  fuet,  and  adding 
the  refin  and  wax,  boil  the 
whole  a  little,  fo  as  to  make  a 
platter  thereof. 

This  plafter  has  been  frequently- 
made  ufe  of  for  dreffing  blifters : 
fee  EMPLASTRUM  ATTRA- 
HENS.  The  London  college  have 
diminifhed  the  quantity  of  refin,  to 
render  the  compofition  lefs  irrita- 
ting ;  and  likewife  omitted  the 
herb,  as  being  of  no  fignifkancy 
towards  the  ufe  of  the  plafter,  and 
of  a  very  difagreeable  fcent,  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  primary  confequence 
to  be  avoided  in  dilbrders,  where 
freedom  from  difturbance,  and 
every  means,  that  can  contribute 
to  quiet  reft,  ought  by  all  poffible 
endeavours  to  be  procured  :  not  to 
mention  the  mifchievous  adultera- 
tions fometimes  pra&ifed  in  this 
plafter  with  irritating  materials,  for 
procuring  the  green  colour,  which 
is  made  its  marketable  characteristic 
more  compendioufly  than  by  the 
decoction  of  the  herb.  The  mod 
certain  method  of  difcovering  abufes 
of  this  kind,  is  to  put  a  little  of  the 
plafter  into  fome  fpirit  of  fal  am- 
moniac ;  if  it  tinges  the  fpirit  blue, 
we  may  be  certain  it  is  adulterated. 

EMPLASTRUM  ex 

AMMON1ACO  cum 

MERCURIC. 

PLASTER  of  AMMONIACUM 

with  MERCURY. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Gumammoniacum,  ftrained,  one 

pound ; 
Quickfilver  three  ounces  ; 
Simple  balfam  of  fulphur,    one 
dram. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  bal- 
fam of  fulphur,  till  it   ceafes  to 
appear;  then,  having  melted  the 
ammoniacum,    add  it  gradually 


a  little  before  it  cools,    to  this 

mixture ;    and  let  the  whole  be 

perfectly  mingled  together. 

This   is    a  very   well    contrived 

mercurial  plafter  :  if  in  fome  cafes, 

it  fhould  not  prove  adhefive  enough, 

the  addition  of  a  fmall  quantity  of 

turpentine  will  readily  make  it  fo. 

EMPLASTRUM  COMMUNE 

cum   MERCURIC 

COMMON  PLASTER  with 

MERCURY. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Common  plafter,  one  pound  ; 
Quickfilverj  three  ounces ; 
Simple   balfam  of  fulphur,  one 
dram. 
Make  them  into  a  plafter,  after  the 
fame  manner  as  the  foregoing. 

EMPLASTRUM 

MERCURIALE. 

MERCURIAL  PLASTER. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Diachylon  plafter  with  gums,  a 

pound  and  a  half; 
Quickfilver  eight  ounces ; 
Venice  turpentine,  one  ounce  ; 
Liquid  ftorax,  an   ounce   and  a 
half. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  in  a  mortar, 
with  the  turpentine   and  ftorax, 
until  they  are  perfectly  incorpo- 
rated ;  and  then,  having  melted 
the  diachylon,  and  taken  it  from 
the  fire,   add  to  it  this  mixture. 
Thefe  mercuri  d  pladers  are  look- 
ed  on  as  powerful   refol vents   and 
difcutients,      acting     with     much 
greater  certainty  i    thefe  intentions, 
than  any  compofition   of  vegetable 
fubftances  alone;  the  mercury  ex- 
erting  itfelf  in   a  considerable  de- 
gree, though  it  is  rarely  introduced 
into  the  habit,  in  fuch  quantity  a# 
fenfibiy  to  affect  the  mouth.     Pains 
in  the  joints  and  limbs  from  a  ve- 
nerealcaufe,  nodes,  tophs,  beginning 
ichirro- 
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fchirrofities,  and  indurations  of  the 
glands  fometimes yield  to  them. 


EMPLASTRUM  e  MINIO. 
RED  LEAD  PLASTER 

Loud. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  four  pints ; 
Red  lead,  reduced  to  a  raoft  fub- 
tile  powder,  two  pounds  and 
a  half. 

Make  them  into  a  pi  after,  after 
the  manner  diredled  for  prepar- 
ing the  common  plafter :  but 
more  water  is  here  required,  and 
greater  care  is  neceffary  to  pre- 
vent the  compofition  from  burn- 
ing and  growing  black- 

EMPLASTRUM  de  MINIO 

SIMPLEX. 

SIMPLE  RED  LEAD  PLASTER. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Red  lead,  one  pound  ; 
Oil  olive,  a  pint  and  a  half; 
Vinegar,  half  a  pint; 

Make  them  into  a  plafter,  by  boil- 
ing over  a  gentle  fire. 
Thefe  are  ufed  for  the  fame  pux- 

pofes  as  the  common  or  diachylon 

plafter,    from    which    they    differ 

I.ittle     otherwife    than    in    colour. 

They   have    an   inconvenience   of 

not  flicking  fo  well. 

EMPLASTRUM  de  MINIO 

cum  SAPONE. 
RED  LEAD  PLASTER  'with 
SOAP. 
Edinb. 
This  is  made  by  adding  to  the  fore- 
going plafter  taken  from  the  fire 
as  foon  as  the  moifture  is  evapo- 
rated,   and  whilft   hot,    half"  a 
pound  of  Spanifh  foap  cut  into 
thin     flices  :        ftir     the     whole 
ftrongly  together,  until  the  foap 
is  liquefied,  and  a  plafter  form- 
ed, according  to  art. 
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This  is  much  efteemed  by  fome, 
for  clifcufring  gouty  tumors,  and 
the  juices  ftagnating  after  fprains. 
Whatever  virtues  it  may  have  di- 
ftintl  from  the  general  ones  of  the 
applications  of  this  clafs,  they  de- 
pend entirely  upon  the  foap. 

EMPLASTRUM 

OXYCROCEUM. 

The  PLASTER  called 

OXlVROCEUM. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  one  pound  ; 
Pitch, 

Galbanum,  each  half  a  pound ; 
Venice  turpentine, 
Myrrh, 

Olibanum,  each  three  ounces ; 
Saffron,  two  ounces ; 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  plafter, 
according  to.  art. 

This  plafter  is  faid  to  ftrengthen 
the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied, 
efpecially  the  tendinous  ones ;  to 
warm  in  a  great  degree,  and  to  re- 
folve  and  difcufs  cold  tumors. 

EMPLASTRUM  e 

MUCILAGINIBUS. 

PLASTER  of  MUCILAGES. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  forty  ounces  ; 
Oil  of  mucilages,  half  a  pint ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  ftrained,  half 

a  pound ; 
Common  turpentine,  two  ounces. 
Melt   the    ammoniacum   with   the 
turpentine ;  and  having,    in  an- 
other   veffel    liquefied   the    wax 
with  the  oil,  add  this  latter  mix- 
ture to  the  other. 
Some  have   been   accuftomed  to 
ufe,  inftead  of  the  oil  of  mucilages, 
common  oil  olive,  flavoured   with 
fenugreek  feeds :    and  poflibly  this 
fubftitution  may  be   admitted  as  a 
venial  one ;    for  the    oil  of  muci- 
K  k  3  cilages 
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ages  genuinely  made  contains 
fcarce  any  thing  of  any  of  the  in- 
gredients, except  that  part  of  the 
fenugreek  feeds  wherein  their  fla- 
vour refides,  the  mucilaginous  ma- 
terials ferving  only  to  provide  it 
with  a  name. 

EMPLASTRUM  ROBORANS'. 
STRENGTHENING  PLASTER, 
hand. 
Take  of 

Common  plafter,  two  pounds ; 
Frankincenfe,  half  a  pound  ; 
Dragons  blood,  three  ounces. 
Melt  the  common  plafter,  and  add 
to   it   the  other  ingredients  re- 
duced into  powder. 
This  is  a  reformation  of  the  labo- 
rious   and   injudicious    compofition 


them  to  the  confiftence  of  a  pla- 
fter. Take  care  not  to  let  it 
grow  too  cold  before  you  form 
it  into  rolls ;  otherwife  it  will 
prove  too  brittle. 
This  plafter  differs  only  in  co- 
lour from  the  red  lead  plafter  with 
foap  above  mentioned. 

EMPLASTRUM 

STOMACHICUM. 

STOMACH  P  LISTER. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Soft  labdanum,  three  ounces'; 

Frankincenfe,  one  ounce ; 

Cinnamon, 

The  exprefled  oil,  called  oil  of 

mace,  each  half  an  ounce; 
Eftential  oil  of  mint,  one  dram, 


defcribed,  in  our  preceding  pharma-    Having  melted    the     frankincenfe 


copceias,  under  the  title  of  EM- 
PLASTRUM ad  HERNIAM  ; 
and  tho'  far  the  mod  elegant  and 
fimple,  is  as  effectual  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  as  any  of  the  medicines  of 
this  kind.  If conftantly  worn,  with 
a  proper  bandage,  it  will,  in  chil- 
dren, frequently  do  fervice ;  tho' 
not  fo  much  from  any  ftrengthen 


add  to  it,  firft  the  labdanum 
foftened  by  heat,  and  then  the 
oil  of  mace;  afterwards  mix 
thefe  with  the  cinnamon  and  oil 
of  mint ;  and  bean  them  together 
in  a  warm  mortar,  into  a  ma(s, 
which  is  to  be  kept  in  a  clofe 
veffel. 
This  js  a  very  elegant  ftomach 


ino-  quality  of  the  ingredients,    as  plafter.     It  is  contrived  fo  as  to  be 

from  its    being  a  foft,  clofe,    and  eafily  made  occasionally  (for  thefe 

adhefrve    covering.     It    has    been  .  kinds  of  compositions,  on  account 

fuppofed,  that  plafters  compofed  of  of  their    volatile  ingredients,    are 

ftyptic   medicines,     conftringe   and  not  fit    for    keeping;)  and   to    be 

ftrengthen  the  part  to  which  they  but  moderately  adhefive,  fo  as  not 

are   applied,    but  on  no  very  juft  to  offend  the  fkin;  and  that  it  may 

foundation ;    for  plafters   in   gene-  without     difficulty     be    frequently 

ral  relax  rather  than  aftringe,    the  taken    off    and    renewed,     which 

unctuous    ingredients     neceiiary  in  thefe  forts  of  applications,  in  order 

their  compofition,  counteracting  and  to  their    producing    any    confider- 

deftroying  the  effect  of  the  others.  able  effect,  require  to  be 


EMPLASTRUM  e  SAPONE. 
SOAP  PLASTER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Common  plaflcr,  three  pounds ; 
Hard  foap  half  a  pour  i. 
Having  melted  tbe  common  plafter, 
mix  with  it  the  foap,  and   boil 


Edinb. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  eight  ounces ; 
Tacamahacca  in  powder,    four 

ounces ; 
Venice  turpentine,  fix  ounces ; 
Bay  berries  powdered,  two  ounces ; 
Cubebs,  powdered,  one  ounce  ; 
Exprefled 
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Plotters, 
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Expreffed  oil  of  mace,  an  ounce 

and  a  half-; 
EiTential  oil  of  mint,  two  drams. 
Melt  the  wax  and  tacamahacca  to- 
gether,   then  add  the  other  in- 
gredients,  and  make  them  into 
a  plafter,  according  to  art. 
Thefe  plafters  are  applied  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  in  weaknefs  of 
that  vifcus,  in  vomitings,    the  dif- 
order  improperly  called  the  heart- 
burn, &c.   and  fometimes  with  good 
fuccefs.     The  pit  of  the  ftomach 
however,  as  HofFman  has  observ- 
ed, is  not  always  the  moil  proper 
place  for  applications  of  this  kind 
to  be  made  to  :  if  they  are  applied 
to  the  faife  ribs  of  the  left  fide,  to- 
wards the  back,  the  ftomach  will  in 
general  receive  more  benefit  from 
them ;  for  it  appears  from  anato- 
mical infpeftion,  that  greateft  part 
of  it  is  fituated  there. 

EMPLASTRUM 

VESICATORIUM. 

BLISTERING  PLASTER. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Drawing  plafter,  two  pounds ; 
Cantharides,  one  pound ; 
Vinegar,  half  a  pint. 
Melt  the   drawing  plafter,    and    a 
little  before  it  grows  ftifF,  mix  in 
the   cantharides,  reduced  into  a 
moft  fubtile   powder;  then   add 
the  vinegar,    and     work    them 
well  together. 

EMPLASTRUM 

EPISPASTICUM. 

BLISTERING  PLASTER. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Melilot  plafter, 

Burgundy     pitch,      each     eight 

ounces ; 
Venice  turpentine,  three  ounces  j 
Cantharides,  five  ounces. 
Reduce  the  cantharides  into  a  moft 
fubtile  powder,  and  add  them  to 


the  other  ingredients,  previously 
melted  together,  fo  as  to  make 
the  whole  into  a  plafter,  accord- 
ing to  art. 

EMPLASTRUM 

EPISPASTICUM 

COMPOSITUM. 

COMPOUND  BLISTERING 

PLASTER. 

Ed'mb. 

Take  of 

Burgundy  pkch,  ten  ounces; 
Yellow  wax,  four  ounces  ; 
White  refin,  two  ounces  ; 
Venice  turpentine,  eighteen  oun- 
ces ; 
Muftard  feed, 

Black  pepper,  each  one  ounce; 
Verdegris,  two  ounces  ;- 
Cantharides,  twelve  ounces. 
Melt  the  wax,  pitch,  and  refin  to- 
gether,  then  add  the  turpentine, 
and  when  this  is  liquefied,  fprinkle 
in    the  other    ingredients,     firft 
powdered  and  mixed  together ; 
keeping    them   continually   ftiF- 
ring,    fo  as  to   make   a  plafter 
thereof,  according  to  art. 
The   bliftering  plafters   are   to  be 
kept  in  oiled  bladders. 
This  laft   compofition  has  long 
been  ufed  in  fome  particular  fhops, 
as  the  moft  infallible  blifter :  tho' 
either  of  the  other  two  anfwer  the 
purpofe    very   fuccefsfully.     Whe- 
ther the  vinegar  in  the  firft  is  of 
any  advantage,    is   greatly   to   be 
doubted :  in  fome  cafes  indeed,  it 
has  been  obferved,  that  the  plafter 
without  this  addition  ieemed  at  firft 
to  fail  of  its  effe6t,  and  that  on  tak- 
ing  it  off,    and  rubbing  the  part 
with  vinegar,  the  fame  plafter,  ap- 
plied again,    bliftered  freely:    but 
this  is  not  fo  much  owing  to  any 
peculiar  quality  of  the  vinegar,  as 
to   its  foftening  the  fkin  when  ap- 
plied in  this  manner,  and  fitting  it 
for  the  aclion  of  the  cantharides  • 
when  mixed  with  the  other  ingre- 
K  k  4  dienu 
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dienrs  of  the  pi  after,  it  has  not  this 
effect  :  it  likewife  exhales  in  keep- 
ing, infomuch  that  the  composi- 
tion, tho'  fufHciently  foft  at  firft, 
becomes  in  no  long  time  too  dry. 
Some  have  been  accuftomed  to 
fpare  the  trouble  of  making  any 
plafter  on  purpofe  for  bliftering,  by 
occafionally  fpreading  fome  of  the 
cantharides  in  powder  upon  a  com- 
mon plafter.  The  general  inten- 
tion and  ufe  of  blifters  have  been 
already  fpoken  of,  under  the  ar- 
ticle CANTHARIDES  in  the  ma- 
teria medica. 

EMPLASTRUM  VOLATILE. 
VOLATILE  PLASTER. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Venice  turpentine, 
Spirit  offal  ammoniac,  each  one 
ounce  i 


Tacamahacca  in  powder,  half  an 
ounce ; 
Eeat  the  turpentine  in  a  mortar, 
pouring  on  it,  by  little  and  little, 
the  fpirit  offal  ammoniac  ;  when 
they  are  throughly  mixed,  throw 
in  by  degrees  the  tacamahacca, 
and  mingle  the  whole  well  to- 
gether, 

This  is  a  very  acrid  comoofi- 
tion,  and  as  fuch  is  fometimes  ap- 
plied in  rheumatic  and  ifchiadic 
pains.  The  tacamahacca  renders  it 
very  adhefive,  infomuch  that  it 
can  fcaice  be  got  off  fo  quick,  as, 
in  fome  cafes,  may  be  requifite. 
The  London  college  therefore,  o- 
mitting  this  ingredient,  have  or- 
dered the  medicine  to  be  kept  in 
a  fofter  form,  under  the  title  of 
EPITHEMA  VOLATILE. 


SECT.    II. 

OINTMENTS,  LINIMENTS,  and  CERATES. 


UNGUENTUM  ALBUM. 
WHITE  OINTMENT. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint; 

White  wax,  four  ounces ; 

Sperma  ceti,  three  ounces, 
Liquefy  them  by  a  gentle  fire,  and 

keep  them  conftantly  and  brifkly 

ftirring,     till    grown   throughly 

cold. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  three  pints ; 

Cerufle,  one  pound  ; 

White  wax,   nine  ounces. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment, accord  ing  to  art. 

Thefe  are  ufeful,  cooling,  emol- 
lient ointments,  of  good  fervice  in 
excoriations,  and  other  like  frettings 
of  the  Ikin.  The  ceru/Te  is  omitted 
in  the  iirlt  prefcj  iption,  on  a  fuf- 


picion  that  it  might  produce  fome 
ill  effefts,  when  applied,  as  thefe 
unguents  frequently  are,  to  the 
tender  bodies  of  children. 

UNGUENTUM  ALBUM 

CAMPHORATUM. 
CAMPHORATED  WHITE 
OINTMENT. 
Lend. 
This  is   made   by   adding   to    the 
white  ointment   a   dram    and   a 
half    of     camphor,      previoufly 
ground  with   fome  drops   of  oil 
of  almonds. 

Edinb. 
Mix  with  the  white  ointment,  when 
taken  from  the  fire,  an  ounce  of 
camphor,      ground     with     fome 
drops  of  oil  of  almonds. 
Thefe  ointments  are  fuppofed  to 
be  more  difcutient  than  the  forego- 
ing. 
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ing,  and  ferviceable  againft  cutane- 
ous heats,  itching,  and  ferpiginous 
eruptions.  They  fhould  be  kept  in 
cloie  veflels,  othenvife  the  cam- 
phor will  foon  exhale  :  their  fmel- 
lino  ftrong  of  this  ingredient  is  the 
belt  mark  of  their  goodnefs. 

UNGUENTUM  ex 

ALTHjEA. 

OINTMENT  of 

MJRSHMJLLOWS. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Oil  of  mucilages,  three  pints  ; 
Yellow  wax,  one  pound  ; 
Yellow  refin,  half  a  pound  ; 
Common  turpentine,  two  ounces. 
Melt   the  refin  and  wax  with  the 
oil  ;     then,  having  taken  them 
from  the  fire,  add  the  turpentine, 
and  while   the  mixture  remains 
hot,  ftrain  it. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  mucilages,  two  pints ; 
Yellow  wax,  half  a  pound  ; 
White  refin,  three  ounces; 
Venice  turpentine,  one  ounce  and 
a  half. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oirit- 
"~-  .^ment,  according  to  art. 

1  kefe  ointments  receive  no  vir- 
tue from  the  ingredient  which  they 
take  their  name  from. 

UNGUENTUM. 

ANTIPSORICUM. 

OINTMENT  againft  the  ITCH. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Elecampane  root,  frefh, 
Sharp-pointed   dock  root,  freih, 

each  three  ounces ; 
Water  crefles,  frelh  and  bruifed, 

ten  ounces ; 
Hogs  lard,  four  pounds  j 
Yellow  wax, 

Oil  of  bays,  each  four  ounces  ; 
Vinegar,  one  pint ; 
Water,  three  pints. 
4 
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Bruife  the  roots,  and  boil  them  in 
the  water  and  vinegar,  till  half 
the  liquor  is  confumed ;  ftrain 
and  ftrongly  prefs  out  the  re- 
mainder, add  to  it  the  water- 
crefies  and  the  lard,  and  boil 
them  till  the  mofture  is  exhal- 
ed ;  then  prefs  out  the  ointment, 
and  liquefy  in  it  the  wax  and  the 
oil  of  bays. 

Sulphur   is  added    to   this  oint- 
ment occafionally. 

UNGUENTUM 
ANTIPSORICUM  cum 
MERCURlO. 
OINTMENT  againft  the  ITCH 
with  MERCURT. 
Edinb. 
This  is  made  by  adding  to  the  fore- 
going  ointment   four  ounces   of 
quickfilver,    killed  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  Venice  turpen- 
tine, and  mixing  them  together, 
according  to  art,  into  an  unguent. 
Thefe  ointments  are  very  inele- 
gant ones,  and  rarely  made  ufe  of. 
The  firit  is  likewife  precarious  in 
its  effects,   and  though  thofe  with 
fulphur   and  mercury   are   of  un- 
doubted  eificacy,  yet  they  are  by 
no  means  fuperior  to  the  more  fim- 
ple  ointments  of  thefe  drugs  def- 
cribed  hereafter. 

UNGUENTUM  BASILICUM 

FLAVUM. 

YELLOW  BASILICUM 

OINTMENT. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint ; 
Yellow  wax, 
Yellow  refin, 

Burgundy  pitch,  each  one  pound ; 
Common  turpentine,  three  ounces. 
Melt  the  wax,  refin,  and  pitch, 
along  with  the  oil  over  a  gentle 
fire ;  then  take  them  from  the  fire, 
add  the  turpentine,  and  whilft  the 
mixture  remains  hot,  ftrain  it. 

UN- 
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UNGUENTUM  BASILICUM. 
BASILICUM  OINTMENT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 
Yellow  wax, 
Goats  fuet, 
White  reiin, 
Venice  turpentine, 
Pitch,  each  half  a  pound  ; 
Oil  olive,  two  pints  and  a  half; 
Melt  all  the   other   ingredients  in 
the  oil,    flirring  them   well   to- 
gether ;  and  then  ftrain  off  the 
ointment. 

Theie  are  commonly  employed 
Sndreflings,  for  digefting,  cleaniing 
and  incarnating  wounds  and  ul- 
cers. They  differ  very  little,  if  at 
all,  in  their  effects,  from  the  lini- 
mentum  Arcai. 

UNGUENTUM  BASILICUM 

NIGRUM  vel 

TETRAPHARMACUM. 

BLACK  BASILICUM 

OINTMENT  or  OINTMENT 

of  Four  INGREDIENTS. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint; 
Yellow  wax, 
Yellow  refin, 
,    Dry  pitch,  each  nine  ounces. 
Melt  them  all  together,  and  whilft 
the  mixture  is  hot  ftrain  it  off. 
This  ointment  was  formerly  of 
confiderable  efteem  for  healing  and 
incarnating  wounds,  &c.  but  is  faid 
to  have  an  inconvenience  of  being 
apt  to  render  them  foul,  and  pro- 
duce fungous  flefh  :    at  prefent  it 
is  rarely  made  ufe  of;    the  yellow 
bafilicum,  and  the  liniment  of  Ar- 
c;eus  being  in  general  preferred. 

UNGUENTUM  BASILICUM 

VIRIDE. 

GREEN  BASILICUM 

OINTMENT. 

Loud. 

Take  of 

Yellow  bafilicum,  eight  ounces ; 


Oil  olive,  three  ounces  by  mea- 

fure  ; 
Verdegris  prepared,  one  ounce. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment. 

Our  hofpitals  have  been  accu- 
ftomed  to  prepare  an  ointment 
greatly  refembling  this,  under  the 
title  of unguentum  -uiride  deter  gens. 

UNGUENTUM  CITRINUM. 

YELLOW  OINTMENT. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Quickfilver,  one  ounce ; 
Spirit  of  nitre,  two  ounces ; 
Hogs  lard,  tried,  one  pound. 

Diffolve  the  quickfilver  in  the  fpj- 
rit  of  nitre,  by  digeflion  in  a  fand 
heat ;  and  whilft  the  folution  is 
very  hot,  mix  with  it  the  lard, 
previoufly  melted  by  itfelf,  and 
juft  beginning  to  grow  ftiff.  Stir 
them  briflcly  together,  in  a  mar- 
ble mortar,  fo  as  to  form  the 
whole  into  an  ointment. 

UNGUENTUM  CjERULEUM 

FORTIUS. 

The  STRONGER  BLUE 

OINTMENT. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  tried,  two  pounds; 
Quickfilver,  one  pound ; 
Simple  balfam  of  fulphur,    half 
an  ounce. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  bal- 
fam of  fulphur  till  they  are  per- 
fectly  incorporated  ;    then    gra- 
dually add  the  lard  heated,  and 
mix  them  carefully  together. 

UNGUENTUM  C/ERULEUM 

MITIUS. 

The  MILDER  BLUE 

OINTMENT. 

Lond. 

Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  tried,  four  pounds  ; 
Quickfilver,  one  pound  ; 

Common 
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Common  turpentine,  one  ounce. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  tur- 
pentine, in  a  mortar,  till  itceafes 
to  appear;  then  gradually  add 
the  lard  warmed,  and  carefully 
mix  them  together. 
This  unguent  turns  out  of  a  much 
better  blue  colour  than  the  forego- 
ing, which  is  of  a  very  dingy  hue. 
Mercurial  unguents  have  in  many 
cafes  the  fame  dffe&s  with  the  pre- 
parations of  this  mineral  taken  in- 
ternally ;  and  are  at  prefent  fre- 
quently employed,  not  only  againlr. 
cutaneous  diforders,  as  alterants ; 
but  likewife  in  venereal  and 
other  obftinate  cafes,  for  railing  a 
falivation.  The  ptyalifm  excited 
by  unclion  is  faid  to  be  attended 
with  the  feweft  inconveniencies, 
and  to  perform  the  mod  compleat 
cure.  In  fome  conilitutions,  mer- 
curials, taken  inwardly,  run  off  by 
the  inteftines,  without  affecting  the 
mouth ;  and  in  others,  they  affect 
the  falival  glands  fo  quickly  as  to 
occafion  a  copious  ptyalifm,  with- 
out extending  their  aclion  to  the  re- 
moter parts,  and  confequently  with- 
out removing  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

UNGUENTUM 

DESICCATIVUM  RUBRUM. 

RED  DESICCATIFE 

OINTMENT. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  a  pint  and  a  half; 
White  wax,  half  a  pound  ; 
Calamine  prepared,  fix  ounces ; 
Litharge  of  gold  prepared, 
Bole  armenic,  each  four  ounces  ; 
Camphor,  three  drams. 
Melt  the  wax  in  the  oil,  and  hav- 
ing  taken   them  from  the   fire, 
gradually  fprinkle  in  the   other 
ingredients,  ftirring  them  briikly 
together  into  an  ointment.     The 
camphor     muft     be     previoufly 
ground  with  a  little   oil  of  al- 
monds. 
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This  is  faid  to  be  an  excellent 
dryer  and  healer,  but  is  at  prefent 
in  no  great  efteem,  and  rarely  kept 
in  the  mops. 

UNGUENTUM 

MAPOMPHOLYGOS. 

OINTMENT  o/POMPHOLTX. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Oil  olive,  twenty  ounces  ; 
Juice  of  the  berries  of  common, 
or    deadly  nightfhade,     eight 
ounces  j 
White  wax,  five  ounces ; 
Ceruffe,  four  ounces ; 
Burnt  lead, 

Pompholyx,  each  two  ounces ; 
Pure  frankincenfe,  one  ounce. 
Boil  the  oil  and  the  juice  over  a 
gentle  fire,  till   the  juice  is  ex- 
haled ;  and  towards   the   end  of 
the  coction,  melt  the  wax  in  the 
oil ;  then  take  the  mixture  from 
the  fire,    and  add  to   it,    whilft 
hot,  the  other  ingredients  redu- 
ced to  powder.     Mix  and  make 
them  into  an  ointment. 
This  Hands  recommended  againfl 
hot  inflammatory  ulcers  and  fharp 
defluxions  on  the  eyes  ;  but  is  very 
rarely  made  ufe  of,  having  for  fomc 
time   given  place  "to   compofitions 
more  Ample,  though  at  leaft  equal 
in  efficacy. 

UNGUENTUM  e  GUMMI 

ELEMI. 
OINTMENT  of  GUM  ELEMI. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Mutton  fuet,  frefh  and  tried,  two 

pounds ; 
Gum  elemi,  one  pound  ; 
Common  turpentine,  ten  ounces. 
Melt  the  gum  with  the  fuet,  and  hav- 
ing taken  them  from  the  fire,  im- 
mediately mix  in  the  turpentine  ; 
then,  whil fc  the  mafs  remains 
fluid,  (train  it  off, 

UN- 
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UNGUENTUM  feu 

LINIMENTUM  ARCLEI. 

The  OINTMENT  or  LINIMENT 

of  JRCsEUS. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  one  pound  y 
Goats  fuet,  two  pounds ; 
Venice  turpentine, 
Gum  elemi,  each  a  pound  and  a 
half. 
Melt  and  {train  them,  fo  as  to  make 
an  ointment,  according  to  art. 
This  unguent  has  long  been  in  ufe 
for  digefting,  cleanfing,  and  incar- 
nating ;   and  for  thefe  purpofes  is 
preferred  by  fome  to  all  the  other 
compositions  of  this  kind. 

UNGUENTUM 

MERCURTALE. 

MERCURIAL  QIMMENT. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  two  ounces  ; 
Quickfilver,  half  an  ounce. 
Beat  them  diligently  together,  till 
the    quickfilver    difappears.     It 
may  likewife  be  made  with  two, 
three,  or  more   times  the  quan- 
tity of  quickfilver. 
This  is  the  moft  fimple  of  the 
mercurial  ointments,   tho'  poffibly 
as  efficacious  as   any.     It  requires 
indeed  a  great  deal  more  labour  to 
extinguifh  the  mercury   in  the  lard 
alone,    than   when   turpentine,    or 
other  like   fubftances   are  joined : 
but,    in  recompence,  the  compofi- 
tion  with  lard  is  free  from  an  in- 
convenience which  the  others  are 
accompanied  with,  viz.  being  apt, 
by  frequent  rubbing,    to  fret  tender 
ikins.     Some  chufe    to   ftifFen  this 
ointment  with  a  fourth  part  of  fuet 
(proportionably  diminifhing  the  lard) 
which  gives  it  a  better  confidence 
for  ufe. 

UNGUENTUM  e  MERCURIC 
PR7ECIPITATO. 

OINTMENT  of  MERCURY 
PRECIPITATE. 


Take  of 

Simple  ointment,  an  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Precipitated  fulphur,  two  drams  % 
White  mercury  precipitate,  two 
fcruples. 
Mix  them  well  together,  and  moiftert 
them  with  ley  of  tartar,  that  they 
may  be  made  into  an  ointment. 
This  is  a  very  elegant  mercurial 
ointment,  and  frequently  made  ufe 
of  againft  cutaneous  diforders.    The 
preparations  of  mercury  and  fulphur 
here  dire&ed,  are  chofen  on  account 
of  their  colour. 

UNGUENTUM  NERVINUM. 
NERVE  OINTMENT. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Southernwood, 

Marjoram  (or  Orieanum) 

Mint, 

Penny-royal, 

Rue, 

Rofemary,  each,  frefh  gathered, 
fix  ounces ; 

Neats-foot  oil,  five  pints ; 

Beef  fuet,  three  pounds  j 

Oil  of  bays,  half  a  pint. 
Boil  the  herbs,  with  the  neats-foot 

oil   and    fuet,    till   the   aqueous 

moifture  is  exhaled,    then  prefs 

and   .(train  out  the  liquid,    and 

adding  to  it  the  oil  of  bays,  make. 

the  whole  into  an  ointment. 

This  ointment  has  been  fuppofed 
to  warm  and  flrengthen  the  nerves. 
Jtis  at  prefent  in  no  great  efleem. 

UNGUENTUM  NUTRITUM. 
The  OINTMENT  called 
NUTRITUM. 
,  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Litharge  of  gold, 
Vinegar,  each  half  a  pound  ; 
Oil  olive,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Rub  them  in  a  mortar,  adding  the 
oil   and    vinegar    alternately    by 
little  and  little  at  a  time,  till  the 
vinegar 
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vinegar  ceafes  to  appear,  and  the 

ointment  becomes  uniform  and 

white. 

This  ointment  is  troublefome  to 
make,  and  does  not  keep  well,  the 
vinegar  exhaling,  fo  as  to  leave 
4flie  compound  too  ftifF.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  good  cooler  and  de- 
iiccative  ;  and  is  occafionally  ufed 
in  excoriations,  flight  fcrpiginous 
eruptions,  and  for  anointing  the 
lips  of  wounds  or  ulcers  that  itch 
much,  or  tend  to  inflammation. 

UNGUENTUM 

OPHTHALMICUS. 

EYE  OINTMENT. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Ointment    of   tutty,    an    ounce 

and  a  half; 
Saturnine  ointment, halfan  ounce  ; 
Camphor,   half  a  dram. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment, according  to  art. 
This   ointment   may    likewife    be 
made   with  two,  three,  or  more 
times  the  quantity  of  camphor. 
This  unguent  is  very  well  con- 
trived for  the  purpofe  exprefled  in 
its  title ;   fcarce  any  of  thofe  com- 
monly met  with  being  equal  to  it, 
in  inflammations,  and  hot  acrid  de- 
fluxions  on  the  eyes. 

UNGUENTUM  e   PICE. 
OINTMENT  of  TAR. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Mutton  fuet  tried, 

Tar,  each  equal  weights. 
Melt  them  together,    and  flrain  the 

mixture  whilft  hot. 

This  compofition,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  half  its  weight  of  refm, 
has  long  been  ufed  in  the  fhops  as 
a  cheap  fubftitute  to  the  black  bafl- 
licum. 

;  UNGUENTUM  POPULEON. 
OINTMENT  of  POPLAR  BUDS . 

Edinb, 
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Take  of 

£uds  of  black  poplar,  frefli  and 
bruifed,   one  pound  ; 

Hogs  lard,   frefli,   four  pounds. 
Let  them  be  well  mixed  together, 

and    kept  in  a   glazed   earthen 

vefTel,  -until  the  following  herbs 

can  be  gathered  :  viz. 

Hemlock  leaves, 

Black  henbane, 

Garden  poppy, 

Nightfhade,  of  each  fix  ounces. 
Bruife  the    herbs,  and     boil  them 

with  the  lard  and  poplar  buds, 

ever  a  gentle  fire,  till  the  moi- 

flure'is   exhaled;  then  ftrongly 

prefs  out  and  flrain  the  ointment, 

and  melt  in  it  four  ounces   of 

white  wax. 

This  ungent  is  faid  to  be  a 
cooler,  and  in  fome  degree  anodyne. 
It  has  been  ufed  in  inflammations, 
and  tenflon  of  the  fkin;  and  rub- 
bed on  the  wrifts,  temples,  and  ar- 
teries of  the  feet,  in  ardent  fevers, 
for  eafing  pains,  and  procuring  reft. 
The  fuccefs  attending  this  practice 
was  not,  probably,  lb  great  -as  has 
been  reported  ;  nor  is  the  prepara- 
tion, at  p  relent,  much  regarded  in 
any  intention. 

'    "UNGUENTUM 
SAMBUCINUM. 
OINTMENT  of  ELDER. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Elder  flowers,  full  blown,  four 

pounds ; 
Mutton  fuet,  tried,  three  pounds ; 
Oil  olive,  one  pint. 
Melt  the  fuet  with  the  oil,  and  in 
this  mixture  boil  the  flowers  till 
they  are  almoft  crifp  ;  then  flrain 
and  prefs  out  the  ointment. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

The  inner  bark  of  the  elder  tree, 
The  leaves  of  elder,  frefli,   each 

four  ounces ; 
Linfeed  oil,  two  pints ; 

White 
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White  wax,  fix  ounces. 

Let  the  bark  and  leaves  be  well 

bruifed,  and  boiled  in  the  oil  till 

the  humidity  is  confumed  ;   then 

prefs  out  the  oil  thro'  a  ftrainer, 

and  melt  in  it  the  wax,  fo  as  to 

make  an  ointment. 

Thefe  ointments  do  not  feem  fu- 

perior  to  fome   others   which   are 

much  neater,   and  parable  at  lefs 

expence.     They  can  fcarce  be  fup- 

pofed    to  receive  any  confiderable 

virtue  from  the  ingredients  which 

they  take  their  name  from. 

UNGUENT.  SATURNINUM. 
SATURNINE  OINTMENT. 
Loud. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  half  a  pint ; 
White  wax,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
Sugar  of  lead,  two  drams. 
Let  the  fugar  of  lead,  reduced  into 
a  very  fubtile  powde'r,  be  ground 
with  fome  part  of  the  oil,  and 
the  wax  melted  with  the  reft  of 
the  oil :  mix  both  together,  and 
keep  them  ftirring  till  the  oint- 
ment is  grown  cold. 

UNGUENTUM 

SATURNINUM,  vulgo 

BALSAMUM  UNIVERSALE. 

SATURNINE  OINTMENT, 

commonly  called  the 

UNIVERSAL  BALSAM. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Sugar  of  lead,  two  ounces ; 
White  wax,  three  ounces ; 
Oil  olive,  one  pint. 
Liquefy  the  oil  and  wax  together, 
and  gradually  add  the  fugar  of 
lead ;  continually  ftirring  them 
till,  growing  cold,  they  unite  in- 
to an  ointment. 

This  is  an  excellent  cooler  and 
deficcative ;  much  fuperior,  both 
in  elegancy  and  efficacy  to  the 
nut rit urn  or  tripharmacum. 

UNGUENTUM  SIMPLEX. 


SIMPLE  OINTMENT. 
Land. 

Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  tried,  two  pounds ; 
Rofe    water,    three    ounces   by 
meafure. 

Beat  the  lard  with  the  rofe  water, 
till  they  are  well  mixed ;  then 
melt  them  over  a  very  gentle 
fire,  and  fet  them  by  for  fome 
time,  that  the  water  may  fub- 
fide  :  pour  the  lard  off  from  the 
water,  and  keep  inceffantly  ftir- 
ring and  beating  it  about  till  it 
grows  cold,  fo  as  to  reduce  it  in- 
to a  light  incoherent  mafs :  laft- 
ly,  add  fo  much  eiTence  of  le- 
mons as  will  be  fufficient  to  give 
a  grateful  odour. 

UNGUENTUM  ROSACEUM 
vulgo  POMATUM. 
The  ROSE  OINTMENT, 
'commonly  called  POMATUM. 
Edinb. 

On  any  quantity  of  hogs  lard,  cut 
into  fmall  pieces,  and  placed  fn 
a  glazed  earthen  veffel,  pour  as 
much  water  as  will  rife  above  it 
fome  inches ;  and  digeft  them  to- 
gether for  ten  days,  renewing 
the  water  every  day.  Then  li- 
quefy the  lard  with  a  very  gen- 
tle heat,  and  pour  it  into  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  rofe  water  :  work 
them  well  together ;  and  after- 
wards, pouring  off  the  water, 
add  to  the  lard  fome  drops  of  oil 
of  rhodium. 
Thefe  ointments  are  in  common 

ufe  for  fpftening  and  fmoothing  the 

ikin,  and  healing  chaps. 

UNGUENTUM  e  SULPHURE. 
OINTMENT  of  SULPHUR. 
Land, 
Take  of 

The    fimple    ointment,    half  a 

pound  ; 
Flowers  of  fulphur,   unwalhed, 
two  ounces  j 

Effencc 
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Efience  of  lemons,  one  fcruple. 
Mix.  them  together. 

This  is  defigned  for  cutaneous 
diforders :  it  is  much  neater  than 
the  miguentum  antipjoricum  cu?n  ful- 
phure,  though,  at  leaft,  equally  effi- 
cacious. 

UNGUENTUM 

TRIPHARMACUM. 

OINTMENT  of  THREE 

INGREDIENTS. 

Loud. 

Take  of 

Common  plafter,  four  ounces  ; 
Oil  olive,  two  ounces  by  mea- 

fure ; 
Vinegar,  one  ounce  by  meafure. 
Boil  them   together  over  a  gentle 
fire,    keeping  them   continually 
ftirring  till  they  are  reduced  to 
the  confiftence  of  an  ointment. 
This  is  a  new  method  of  prepar- 
ing the  imguentum   mctritum,  much 
lefs  troublefome    than  the  one  al- 
ready defcribed    under   that  title. 
The    compofition  proves     likewife 
more  fmooth  and  uniform,  and  not 
fo  liable  to  grow  dry  in  keeping. 
This  ointment  is  neverthelefs  infe- 
rior, both  in  refpedl:   of  elegancy 
and  efficacy,  to  the  unguentum  fa- 
tun:  mum. 

UNGUENTUM  TUTLE. 
OINTMENT  of  TUTTY. 
Lond. 
Let  any  quantity  of  prepared  tutty 
be  mixed  with  as  much  purified 
vipers  fat,  as  is   fufficient  to  re- 
duce it  into  the  confiftence  of  a 
foft  ointment. 

This  ointment  is  defigned  for  an 
ophthalmic.  What  particular  vir- 
tues it  receives  from  the  vipers  fat, 
we  fhall  notprefume  to  determine. 

Edinb. 
Take  of 

White  wax,  three  ounces ; 
Eeft  oil  olive,  ten  ounces  ; 
Tutty,  prepared,  two  ounces ; 
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Calamine  prepared,  one  ounce. 
Liquefy  the  wax  with  the  oil,  over 
a  gentle  fire  ;  then  gradually 
fprinkle  in  the  tutty  and  cala- 
mine, continually  ftirring  them, 
till  the  ointment  grows  cold. 
This  ointment  may  likewife  be 
made  extemporaneoufly,  by  mix- 
ing the  calamine  and  tutty  with 
four  times  their  quantity  of  frefh. 
butter. 

The  ointment  of  tutty  made  with 
butter  (with  which  it  has  been, 
ufually  directed)  turns  fo  foon  ran- 
cid, as  to  be  improper  for  an  offi- 
cinal. The  college  have  therefore 
given  one  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhops 
with  oil,  which  (if  fweet  Florence 
oil  be  employed)  is  as  effectual  and 
inofFenfive  to  the  eyes,  as  the  other. 
The  calamine  is  not  perhaps  a  ne- 
cefTary  ingredient  in  either ;  fince 
this  crude  mineral  can  fcarce  be 
fuppofed  to  have  any  virtue  which 
the  tutty  itfelf  does  not  pofiefs  in 
at  leaf!  an  equal  degree. 

UNGUENTUM     - 
VERMIFUGUM. 
OINTMENT  againfi  WORMS, 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Lavender  cotton, 

Wormwood, 

Rue, 

Savin, 

Tanfy,    leaves,    frefh  gathered, 

each  two  ounces  ; 
Oil  olive,   a  pint  and  a  half; 
Hogs  lard,   one  pound  : 
Yellow  wax,  three  ounces  ; 
Ox  gall, 
Socotorine  aloes,  each  an  ounce 

and  a  half,-     . 
Coloquintida, 

Worm  feed,  each  one  ounce. 
Bruife  the  herbs,  and  boil  them 
with  the  oil  and  lard,  till  the  a- 
queous  rnoifture  is  evaporated; 
then  prefs  the  liquor  through  a 
ilraiher,  melt  in  it  the  wax,  and 
■     1  after- 
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afterwards  add  the  other  ingre- 
dients, boiling  and  ftirring  them 
together,  fo  as  to  make  an  oint- 
ment.    The  aloes,  coloquintida, 
and  worm-feed  muft  beprevioufly 
reduced  into  a  very  fubtile  powder . 
This  ointment  is  rubbed  on  the 
bellies  of  children    for  deftroying 
worms,  and  fometimes  with  good 
fuccefs. 

UNGUENTUM  ad 
VESICATORIA  [L.] 

UNGUENTUM 

EPISPASTICUM  [£.] 

OINTMENT  for  BLISTERS. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  tried, 
Blillering    plafter,    each     equal 
weights. 
Melt  them  together  over  a  very 
gentle  fire,  and  keep  them  con- 
ftantly  ftirring  till  grown  cold. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 
Hogs  lard, 
Venice    turpentine,    each   three 

ounces ; 
Yellow  wax,   one  ounce; 
Cantharides,  three  drams. 
To  the  lard  and  wax  melted  toge- 
ther, add  firft  the  cantharides  re- 
duced into  powder,  and  then  the 
turpentine  :  laftly,  mix  the  whole 
into  an  ointment. 
Thefe  ointments  are  added  in  the 
drefimgs  for  blifters,  intended  to  be 
made  perpetual  as  they  are  called, 
or  to  be  kept  running  for  a   confi- 
derable  time,  which  in  many  chro- 
nic, and  fome  acute  cafes,  they  are 
required  ro  be.     The  refmous  me- 
Jilot  plaifter,   which  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen  is   too  irritating  for  dref- 
fing   blifters    in    other    intentions, 
proves  here,  even  when  made  with 
the  largeft  proportion  of  relin,  in- 
fufficient. 

UNGUENTUM  VIRIDE. 
GREEN  OINTMENT. 


Land. 

Take  of 

The  green  oil,  three  pints  ; 
Yellow  wax,  ten  ounces  j 

Melt  them  together  over  a  gentle 
fire,   and   keep  the  mixture  con- 
tinually ftirring  until  it  is  grown 
cold. 
This  ointment  does  not  feem  to 

receive  any  particular  virtue  from 

the  ingredients  to  which  its  colour 

is  owing. 

LINIMENTUM  ALBUM, 
WHITE  LINIMENT, 
hond. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  three  ounces  by  mea- 

fure ; 
Sperma  ceti,  fix  drams ; 
White  wax,  two  drams. 
Melt  them  together  over  a  gentle 
fire,  and  keep  them   conftantly 
and   brifkly  ftirring,  till  grown 
cold. 

This  differs  only  in   confluence 
from  the  unguentum  album. 

LINIMENTUM 

SAPONACEUM. 

SAPONACEOUS  LINIMENT. 

Land. 

Take  of 

Spirit  of  rofemary,  one  pint ; 
Hard  Spanifh  foap,  thre«  ounces  j 
Camphor,  one  ounce. 
Digeft  the  foap  in  the  fpirit  of  rofe- 
mary, until  it  is  difiblved  ;   then 
add  the  camphor. 

BALSAMUM   SAPONACEUM, 

vulgo  OPPODELTOCH. 

SAPONACEOUS  BALSAM, 

commonly  talhd OPODELDOC. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Spanifh  foap,  one  pound ; 
Camphor,  two  ounces ; 
Effential  oil  of  rofemary, 
Effential  oil  of  origanum,  each 
half  an  ounce  j 

Rcai- 
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Rectified  fpiritof  wine,  four  pints. 
Digeit  the  foap  in  the  fpiritof  wine, 
with  a  gentle  heat,  till  it  is  dif- 
folved;  then  add  the  camphor 
and  the  oils,  and  make  the  whole 
well  together,  that  they  may  be 
perfectly  mixed. 


BALSAMUM  ANODYNUM 

BATEANUM. 
BATES'S  ANODTNE  BALSAM. 
Edinh. 
This  is  made  by  occafionally  add- 
ing tincture  of  opium  to  the  fore- 
going faponaceous  balfam. 
This  medicine  ftands  highly  com- 
mended for  allaying  gouty  pains : 
it  is   faid  to   procure   eafe  in  the 
greatefl  extremities  of  torture,   to 
promote  the  tranfpiration    of  the 
irritating   matter,    and  entirely  to 
carry  off  the  fit ;  a  cloth,   dipt  in 
it,    being  laid  on  the  part.     It  is 
likevvife  directed  to  be  taken  in- 
wardly, from  twenty  to  fifty  drops, 
in  the  fame  diforder,  as  alfo  in  ner- 
vous colics,   the  jaundice,  and  for 
cleanling  and  deterging  the  vifcera. 

BALSAMUM  VIRIDE. 
GREEN  BALSAM. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 
Linfeed  oil, 
Oil    of    turpentine,     each    one 

pound  j 
Verdegris,      in    powder,     three 
drams. 
Boil  and  ftir  them  well  together  till 
the  verdegris  is  diffolved. 
A  balfam,  fimilar  to  this,  is  faid 
to  have  been  greatly  valued  by  our 
furgeons  as  a  detergent.  • 

LINIMENTUM 

TRIPHARMACUM. 

LINIMENT  of  THREE 

INGREDIENTS. 

Loud. 

Take  of 

Common  plafter,  four  ounces  j 
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Oil  olive,  a  quarter  of  a  pint ; 
Vinegar,  one  ounce  by  meafure. 
Boil  them  over  a  gentle  fire,   con- 
tinually flirring  them   until  they 
acquire  the  confluence  of  a  lini- 
ment. 

This  is  the  fame  with  the  unguan- 
turn  tripharmacum,  except  that  the 
quantity  of  oil  fa  here  increafed  to 
give  the  compound  the  fofter  con- 
fidence of  a  liniment. 


LINIMENTUM  VOLATILE. 
VOLATILE  LINIMENT. 
Load. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  almonds,  one  ounce  by 

meafure ; 
Spirit  offal  ammoniac,  two  drams 
by  weight. 
Stir  them  together  in  a  wide  mouth* 
ed  phial,     until  they    perfectly 
unite. 

This  is  defigned  for  the  fame 
purpofes  as  the  emplajirum  and  epi- 
thema  volatile ;  from  which  it  dif- 
fers little  otherwife  than  in  conflf- 
tence. 

CERATUM  ALBUM. 
WHITE  CERATE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

O'l  olive,  a  quarter  of  a  pint ; 
White  wax,  four  ounces ; 
Sperma  ceti,  half  an  ounce. 
Liquefy  them  all  together,  and  keep,- 
them   flirring   till   the   cerate   is 
grown  quite  cold. 
This  differs  from  the  white  oint- 
ment and  liniment  only  in  being  of 
a  thicker  confidence. 

CERATUM  CITRINUM. 
YELLOW  CERATE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Yellow  bafilicum  ointment,  half 

a  pound  ; 
Yellow  wax,  one  ounce  j 
Melt  them  together. 

LI  fhis 
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This  is  no  otherwife  different 
from  the  yellow  bafilicum,  than  be- 
ing of  a  ftiffer  confiftence,  which 
renders  it  for  fome  purpofes  more 
commodious. 

CERATUM  EPULOTICUM. 
EPULOTIC  CERATE. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  one  pint; 
Yellow  wax, 

Calamine,  prepared,  each  half  a 
pound. 
Liquefy  the  wax  with  the  oil,  and 
as  foon  as  the  mixture  begins  to 
grow  ftiff,  fprinkle  in  the  cala- 
mine ;  keeping  them  conftantly 
ftirring  together,  till  the  cerate 
is  grown  quite  cold. 

UNGUENTUM  e  LAPIDE 

CALAMINARI. 
OINTMENT  of  CALAMINE. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  eighteen  ounces ; 
Oil  olive,  two  pints  ; 
Calamine  prepared,   ten   ounces 
and  a  half. 


Melt  the  wax  with  the  oil,  and  gra- 
dually fprinkle  in  the  calamine, 
mixing  and  ftirring  them  well  to- 
gether till  grown  cold. 
Thefe   cornpoiitions   are  formed 
upon  the  cerate,    which   Turner 
ftrongly  recommends  in  cutaneous 
ulcerations  and  excoriations,    and 
which  has  been  uf.ally  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  his  name.     They  appear  from 
experience  to  be  excellent  epulotics, 
and  as  fuch  are  frequently  made  ufe 
of  in  practice. 

CERATUM  MERCURIALE. 
MERCURIAL  CERATE. 
Lond. 
Take  of 
Yellow  wax, 
Hogs   lard,    tried,    each  half  a 

pound  j 
Quickfilver,  three  ounces ; 
Simple  balfam  of  fulphur,    one 
dram. 
Melt  the  wax  with  the  lard,  then 
gradually  add  this  mixture  to  the 
quickfilver  and    balfam    of  ful- 
phur previonfly  ground  together. 


SECT.    III. 
EPITHEMS. 


EPITHEMA  VESICATORIUM. 
BLISTERING  EPlTHEM. 
Lond. 
Take  of 

Cantharides,  reduced  into  a  moft 

fubtile  powder, 
"Wheat  flower,  each  equal  weights. 
Make  them  into  a  parte  with  vine- 
gar. 

This  compofltion  is  of  a  fofter  con- 
fiflence than  the  bliflering  plafters, 
and  for  this  rcafon  is  in  fome  cafes 
preferred,  pra&itioners  differ  with 
regard  to  the  degree  of  confidence 
and   adheflvcmis   moit   proper  for 


applications  of  this  kind,  and  foms- 
times  vary  them  occafionally. 

EPITHEMA  VOLATILE. 
VOLATILE    EPITHEM. 

Lend. 

Take  of 

Common  turpentine, 
Spirit    of    fal   ammoniac,    each 
equal  weights. 

Stir  the  turpentine  in  a  mortar,  gra- 
dually dropping  in  the  ipirit,  un- 
til they  unite  into  a  white  mais, 
This   is   tin:  emplajlrum  volatile  of 

the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  ren- 

d  ex 
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dered  of  a  fofter  confidence  by  the 
omiffion  of  the  tacamahacca.  The 
defign  of  this  alteration  is,  that  the 
epithem  may  be  immediately  re- 
moved with  eafe,  in  cafes  where 
its  acrimony  might  render  its  longer 
.  continuance  on  the  part  hurtful. 

CATAPLASMA  e  CYMINO. 
CATAPLASM  of  CUMMIN. 
Lend. 
Take  of 

Cummin  feeds,  half  a  pound ; 

Bay  berries, 

Scordium  leaves  dried, 

Virginian  fnake  root,  each  three 
ounces ; 

Cloves  one  ounce ; 

Honey,  thrice  the  weight  of  the 
powdered  fpecies. 
Make  them  into  a  cataplafm. 

This  is  a  reformation  of  the  THE- 
RIACA  LONDINENSIS,  which 
fop  fome  time  part  has  been  fcarce 
otherwife  made  ufe  of  than  as  a 
warm  cataplafm  :  only  fuch  of  its 
ingredients  are  retained  as  contri- 
bute moll  to  this  intention. 

CATAPLASMA  DISCUTIENS, 
DISCUTIENT  CATAPLASM. 
Edinh. 
Take  of 

Bryony  root,  two  ounces ; 

Common  orris  root,  one  ounce  ; 

Camomile  flowers, 

Elder  flowers, 

Gum  ammoniacumj  each  half  an 

ounce; 
Sal  ammoniac,  crude,  two  drams; 
Camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  one 
ounce. 

Boil  the  roots  and  flowers  in  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  water,  till  they 
become  tender  ;  and  having 
bruifed  the  magma,  add  to  it 
the  gum  ammoniacum,  diflblved 
in  a  lufficient  quantity  of  vineo-ar, 
and  likewife  the  fal  ammoniac 
and   fpirit :    mix   the   whole  to- 


sis 

gether,  fo  as  to  make  them  into 

a  cataplafm. 

This  compofition  is  as  good  a  dif- 
cutient  as  any  thing  that  can  well 
be  contrived  in  this  form  of  a  ca- 
taplafm. In  fome  cafes,  however, 
it  will  contradicl  its  title,  and  m- 
ftead  of  difcuffing,  promote  fuppu- 
ration. 

CATAPLASM  \  MATURANS. 
RIPENING  CATAPLASM. 
Land. 
Take  of 

Figs,  four  ounces ; 

Yellow  bafiiicum  ointment,  one 

ounce; 
Galbanum,     {trained,    half    an 
ounce. 
Beat  the  figs  throughly  in  a  mor-. 
tar,  occafionally  dropping  in  fome 
fpirit  of  wine  or  ftrong  ale  ;  then 
carefully  mix  with  them  the  oint- 
ment firft  liquefied  along  with  the 
galbanum. 

CATAPLASMA  SUPPURANS, 
SUPPURATING  CATAPLASM. 
•  Edinh. 
Take  of 

White    lily     (or     marfhmallow) 

roots,  four  ounces  ; 
Fat  figs,  one  ounce  ; 
Raw  onions,  bruifed,  fix  drams; 
Galbanum,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Bafiiicum  ointment, 
Oil  of  camomile  by  infufion,  each 

one  ounce ; 
Linfeed  meal,  as  much  as  is  fuffi- 
cient. 
Let  the  lily  (or  marfhmallow)  roots 
be  boiled  along  with  the  figs,  in 
a  lufficient  quantity  of  water,  till 
they  become  tender  ;  then  bruife, 
and  add  to  them  the  other  ingre- 
dients, and  make  the  whole  in- 
to a  cataplafm,  according  to  art. 
The  galbanum  muft  be  previoufly 
diflblved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Both  theft  compofkions  are  good 
fuppurants,  or  ripeners  ;    tho'  their 
L  1  2  effects 
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effe&s  probably  depend  more  on 
their  keeping  the  part  foft,  moift, 
and  warm,  than  on  any  particular 
qualities  of  the  ingredients. 

SINAPISMUS  SIMPLEX. 

the  SIMPLE  SINAPISM. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Muftard  feed,  in  powder, 
Crumb     of    bread,     each  equal 

parts ; 
Strong  vinegar,    as  much  as  is 
fufhcient. 
Mix  them  together. 

SINAPISMUS  COMPOSITUS. 

COMPOUND    SINAPISM. 

Edinb. 

Take  of 

Muftard  feed,  in  powder, 
Crumb    of    bread,      each    two 

ounces ; 
Garlic,  bruifed,  half  an  ounce; 
Black  loap,  one  ounce; 
Strong  vinegar,  a  tufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  cata- 
plafrn,  according  to  art. 
This  and  the  foregoing  compoii- 
tion  are  employed  only  as   ftimu- 
lants :  they  often  inflame  the  part  to 
which  they  are  applied,  and  raife 


blifters,  but  not  fo  perfectly  as  can- 
tharides.  It  has  been  cuftomary 
to  employ  thefe  kinds  of  acrid  me- 
dicines in  applications  to  the  feet, 
with  a  view  to  make  a  derivation. 
or  revulfion  from  the  head :  but 
few,  it  is  preiumed,  at  this  time  lay 
any  ftrefs  upon  fuch  notions :  the 
fervice  which  thefe  irritating  .appli- 
cations are  of  in  acute  diibrders 
where  the  head  already  is,  or  is 
difpofed  to  be  affe&ed,  can  arife 
only  from  their  impreffing  a  ftimu^ 
lus,  which  is  at  ftrft  partial,  and 
by  degrees  becomes  univerfal. 

COAGULUM 

ALUMINOSUM. 
ALUM  CURD. 
Lond. 
Take 

Any  quantity  of  the  white  of 

eggs 

Agitate  it  with  a  fufficiently  large 
lump  of  alum,  in  a  tin  dilh,  un- 
til it  is  coagulated. 
This  preparation  is  taken  from 
Riverius.     It  is  an  ufeful  aftringent 
epithem  for  fore  moift  eyes,    and 
excellently  cools  and  repreffes*  thin 
defluxions.     It  may  be  applied  up- 
on a  little  tow,  or  the  like,  at  bed 
time, 
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PART     III. 

Extemporaneous  prefcriptions. 


SECT,    I. 

PONDERS. 


HIS  form  receives  fuch  ma- 
terials only,  as  are  capable 
of  being  fufRciently  dried  to  be- 
come pulverable,  without  the  lofs 
of  their  virtues.  There  are  many 
fubftances,  however,  of  this  kind, 
which  cannot  be  conveniently  ex- 
hibited in  powder;  bitter,  acrid, 
fetid  drugs,  are  too  difagreeable  ; 
emollient  and  mucilaginous  herbs 
and  roots  are  too  bulky,  pure  gums 
cohere,  and  become  tenacious  in 
the  mouth  ;  fixt  alcaline  falts  lique- 
fy upon  expofing  the  compofition 
to  the  air ;  and  volatile  alcalies  ex- 
hale. 

The  dofe  of  powders  is  generally 
about  haif  a  dram  :  it  rarely  ex- 
ceeds a  whole  dram ;  and  is  not 
often  lefs  than  a  fcruple.  Sub- 
ftances  which  produce  powerful 
effects  in  fmaller  dofes  are  not 
trufted  to  this  form,  unlefs  their 
bulk  is  increafed  by  additions'  of 
lefs  efficacy :  thofe  which  require 
to  be  given  in  larger  ones,  are  bet- 
ter fitted  for  Gther  forms. 

The  uiual  vehicle  for  taking  the 
lighter  powders  in,  is  any  agree- 
able thin  liquid.     The  ponderous 


powders,  particularly  thofe  prepar- 
ed from  metallic  fubftances,  require 
a  more  confiltent  vehicle,  fyrups 
for  inftance ;  for  from  thin  ones, 
they  foon  feparate  and  fubfide.  Re- 
finous  fubftances  likewife  are  moffc 
commodioufly  taken  in  thick  li- 
quors :  in  thin  ones,  they  are  apt 
to  run  into  lumps,  which  are  not 
eafily  again  diiloluble. 

PULVIS    ALEXIPHARM  ACUS. 

Alexipharmac  powder. 
Take  of 

Contrayerva  root,  ten  grains  j 

Virginian  fnakp  root. 

Saffron,  each  five  grains. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

Or 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnake  root,  ten  grains ; 

Nitre,  fix  grains ; 

Camphor,  three  grains. 
Make  them  into  a. powder. 

Thefe  powders  are  defigned  to 
be  given  in  low,  deprelfed  fevers': 
in  which  cafes  medicines  of  this 
kind  are  generally  prefcribed,  fof 
keeping  up  the  vis  vitas,  railing  the 
pulie,.  and  promoting  a  general  clia- 
L  1  3  phcrefis. 
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phorefis.  Tne  quantities  above  di- 
rected, are  intended  for  one  dofe, 
which  may  be  repeated  every  fix 
hours,  or  oftner,  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 

FuLVIS   ANTHELMINTICS. 

Anthelmintic  powder. 
Take  of 

Tin  reduced  into  fine   powder,. 

one  fcruple  ; 
Ethiops  mineral,  ten  grains ; 
__  Fine  fugar,  fix  grains. 
Mix  them  well  together. 

This  pow  der  is  a  very  effectual 
remedy  for  worms  in  children ; 
hardly  ever  failing  to  deftroy  them 
in  a  few  days.  It  is  to  be  taken 
every  morning,  in  a  little  fyrup  or 
common  treacle ;  and  a  cathartic 
given  after  the  third  or  fourth  dofe. 

PULVIS  ASTRINGENS, 

Afiringent  powder. 
Take  of 

Roch  alum, 

Nutmegs,  each  one  fcruple, 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

This  powder  is  a  very  firong 
afcringent ;  and  as  fuch  may  be  de- 
pended on  in  inteftinal,  or  other 
fluxes,  where  the  only  indication 
is  to  check  the  evacuation.  It  has 
been  given  likewife  in  intermittent 
fevers ;  but  in  thefe  cafes,  though 
it  fometimes  proves  fuccefsful,  it 
lias  too  frequently  been  injurious. 

P.ULVIS   EALSAMT-CTJS. 
Balfamic  powder. 
Take  of 
;     BahamofTolu, 

Benzoine,  each  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Fine  fugar,  one  fcruple. 
Grind  them  together  into  a  powder. 
This  is  a  healing,  perioral  me- 
dicine, of  good  fervice  in  tickling 
coughs,  and  fharp  defluxions  on  the 
lungs:  the  quantity  here  preferr- 
ed may  be  taken  two  or  three  times 
3  day. 


PuLl'IS   CATHARTICUS. 

Cathartic  powder. 
Take  of 

Extract  of  jalap, 

Scammony,  each  fix  grains ; 

Crabs   eyes   prepared,     half    a 
fcruple  ; 

Fine  fugar,  one  fcruple. 
Let    thefe    ingredients,     ieparately 

powdered,    be  well  mixed   and 

triturated  together. 

This  powder  is  a  fafe  and  fuffi- 
ciently  mild  purgative,  not  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  palate  or  ftomach. 
The  trituration  ought  to  be  conti- 
nued for  a  confiderable  time,  in- 
order  to  perfectly  mingle  the  ca- 
thartic ingredients  with  the  crabs- 
eyes  and  ftgar,  which  by  dividing 
their  refinous  texture,  prevent  their 
adhering  to  the  inteftines  and  occa- 
fioning  gripes. 

PULVIS  CATHARTICUS  SALINUS* 

Saline  cathartic  powder. 
Take  of 

Vitriol  ated  tartar, 

Cryftals  of  tartar, 

Sal  polychreft,  each  half  a  dram. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

This  is  an  excellent  cathartic  in 
fcoibutic  diforders,  and  a  vifcid 
impure  ftate  of  the  blood  and  juices. 
It  is  moit  commodioufly,  taken  in 
whey ;  which  fhould  likewife  be 
drank,  to  the  quantity  of  a  pint  or 
more,  during  the  operation. 

PULVIS    CARMINATIVUS. 

Carminative  powder. 
Take  of 
Aniieed, 
Sweet  fennel  feed,  each  two  fcro- 

ples; 
Ginger,  one  fcruple  ; 
Nutmegs,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  a  dram. 
Reduce  them  into  a  powder,    for 
four  dofes. 

This  powder  is  of  good  fervice 
r       expelling  flatulencies    aril 

from 
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Powders. 


v 


from  indigeflion,  particularly  thofe 
to  which  hypochondriacal  and  hy- 
fterical  perfons  are  fubject.  It  is 
likewife  ufefully  given  in  the  gripes 
©f  young  children,  either  mixed 
*vith  their  food  or  otherwife. 

PULVIS     DltTRETlCUS. 

Diuretic  powder. 
Take  of 

Sal  prunell,  ten  grains  ; 

Salt  of  amber,  four  grains ; 

Oil  of  turpentine,  three  drops  ; 

Fine  fugar,  one  fcruple. 
Drop  the  oil  upon  the  fugar,  then 

add  the  falts,  and  grind  the  whole 

together. 

This  powder  is  a  very  efficacious 
diuretic,  and  may  be  given  to  great 
advantage  in  cafes  where  the  affift- 
a-nce  of  fuch  forcing  medicines  is 
required.  The  falts  prevent  any 
ill  effects  from  the  ftimulating  oil, 
and  at  the  fame  time  cool  and  re- 
lax the  paifages. 

PuLVIS   EMMENAGOGUS, 

Emmenagcgue  powder. 
Take  of 
Salt  of 'fled, 

Myrrh,  each  eight  grains  ; 
Saffron,  five  grains ; 
Oil  ot  favin,  one  drop ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  a  fcruple. 
Having  mixed  the  oil  with  the  fu- 
gar,   and  beat  the  other  ingre- 
dients  by   themfelves,     let    the 
whole  be  well  mixed  together. 
Or, 
Take  of 

Black  hellebore  root,  ten  grains  j 
Salt  of  amber,  fix  grains ; 
Saffron,  five  grains ; 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

In  obftructions  and  fuppreflions 
of  the  uterine  difcharges,  thefe 
powders  fcarce  ever  faif  of  taking 
due  effect.  The  firft  fucceeds  in 
pale,  emaciated  habits  ;  the  fecond 
in  full  plethoric  ones.  They  may 
be  given  once  or  twice  a  day,  in  a 


little  penny  royal  water,  or  a  glafs 
of  white  wine. 

PULVIS     ROBOR.ANS. 

Strengthening  powder. 
Take  of 

Extract  of  Peruvian  bark,  twelve 

grains ; 
Salt  of  fteel,  eight  grains ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  one  drop; 
Fine  fugar,  half  a  dram. 
Having  mixed  he  oil  with  the  fu- 
gar,   add  the  other  ingredients, 
and   grind   the    whole  well   to- 
gether, for  two  dofes. 
This  medicine  has  a  much  better 
title  to  the  appellation  of  a  ftrengch- 
ner   than   thofe   ufually    met   with 
under  that  name  in   difpenfatories. 
In  lax  habits,  debilities  of  the  ner- 
vous fyftem,  the  weakneffes  pecu- 
liar to  either  fex,  it  has  excellent 
effects. 

PULVIS  SOLUTIVUS* 

Laxative  powder. 
Take  of 

Sena,  twenty-five  grains ; 

Vitriolated  tartar,  five  grains.1 
Reduce  them  into  powder. 

This  gentle  laxative  may  be  ufe- 
fully taken  in  coftive  habits,  and 
occafionally  repeated. 

Pulvis  ad  strumas: 
Powder  againft  the  evil. 
Take  of 

Burnt  fponge,  one  fcruple; 

Nitre, 

Coralline, 

Fine  fugar,  each  half  a  fcruple." 
Reduce  them  into  powder. 

In  fcrophulus  diforders  and  ob- 
structions of  the  glands,  this  medi- 
cine is  generally  of  good,  fervice  : 
it  opens  and  deterges  the  minute 
veifels,  and  carries  off  the  offend- 
ing matter  by  urine.  Dr.  Mead 
informs  us,  in  his  Monita  medica, 
that  he  has  very  frequently  expe- 
rienced its  good  effects  ;  he  ufed  to 
X.  1  4  Siv8 
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give  the  quantity  above  prefcribed  patient  was  much  emaciated,   the 

twice   a  day,    with  three  or  four  lime  water  was  mixed  with  an  equal 

glaffes  of  the  lefs  compounded  lime  quantity  of  milk. 
water  along  with  each  dofe  :  if  the 

SECT.    II. 
ELECLARIES. 


ELe&aries  are  compofed  chiefly 
of  powders  mixed  up  with 
fyrups,  &c.  into  fuch  a  confiftence, 
that  the  powders  may  not  feparate 
in  keeping,  that  a  dofe  may  be 
eafily  taken  up  on  the  point  of  a 
knife,  and  not  prove  too  ftifF  to 
fwallow. 

Eleclaries  receive  chiefly  the 
milder  alterative  medicines,  and 
fuch  as  are  not  ungrateful  to  the 
palate.  The  more  powerful  drugs, 
as  cathartics,  emetics,  opiates,  and 
the  like,  are  not  trufted  in  this 
form,  on  account  of  the  uncertain- 
r  ty  of  the.  dofe  ;  difgultful  ones, 
acrids,  bitters,  fetids,  cannot  be 
conveniently  taken  in  it ;  nor  is  the 
form  of  an  eleclary  well  fitted  for 
the  more  ponderous  fubftances,  as 
mercurials,  thefe  being  apt  to  fub- 
fide  in  keeping,  unlefs  the  compofi- 
tion  is  made  too  ftilF. 

The  lighter  powders  require 
thrice  their  weight  of  honey,  or  fy- 
rup  boiled  to  the  thicknefs  of  honey, 
to  make  them  into  the  confidence 
of  an  eleclary;  of  fyrups  of  the 
common-  confiftence,  twice  the 
weight  g.f  the  powders  is  fufficient. 

Where  the  common  fyrups  are 
employed,  it  is  necefiary  to  add 
likewife  a  little  conferve,  to  pre- 
vent the  compound  from  drying 
too  foon.  Eleclaries  of  Peruvian 
bark  fcr  infiance,  made  up  with 
fyrup  alone,  will  often  in  a  days 
time  grow  too  dry  for  taking. 

Some  powders,  efpecially  $hofe 
of  the  lefs  grateful  kind,  are  more 
conveniently  made  up  with  muci- 


lages than  with  either  fyrups,  honey 
or  conferve.  The  three  latter  ftick 
about  the  mouth  and  fauces,  and 
thus  occafion  the  tafte  of  the  medi- 
cine to  remain  for  a  confiderable 
time ;  whilft  mucilages  pafs  freely, 
without  leaving  any  tafte  in  the 
mouth.  A  little  foft  extract  of  li- 
quorice, joined  to  the  mucilage, 
renders  the  compofition  fufficiently 
grateful,  without  the  inconvenien- 
cies  of  the  more  adhefive  fweets. 

The  quantity  of  an  eleclary  pre- 
fcribed at  a  time,  is  rarely  lefs 
than  an  ounce,  or  more  than  three 
ounces. 

Electarium  alexeterium. 
Alexeterial  eleftary . 
Take  of 

Confection     of     kermes,      one 

dram  ; 
Candied  ginger,  fix  drams ; 
Contrayerva  root, 
Virginian   fnakeroot,    each   one 

dram  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as    is  fufficient   to    make  the 
other  ingredients  into  the  con- 
fiftence of  an  eleclary. 
This  is  a  moderately  warm  elec- 
tary,    contrived  by  Loerhaave   for 
railing  and  recruiting  the  ftrength  in 
low  fevers,  where  the  pulfe  is  funk, 
and  the  patient  languid  and  deject- 
ed.    It  may  be  taken  to  the  quan- 
tity of  half  a  dram  every  four  or 
five  hours,  with  any  proper  julep. 


Electarium 
antep1lepxicum. 


Antt* 
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EkStaries. 


Antepihptic  eleciary. 
Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  one  ounce  ; 
Wild  valerian  root,    two  drams; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fuilicient 
quantity  to  reduce   the  others 
into  an  electary. 
This  medicine  has  been  frequent- 
ly prefcribed  by  Dr.  Mead,  in  epi- 
leptic   cafes,     with    good   fuccefs. 
One   dram  is  to    be    taken  every 
morning  and   evening,    for    three 
months  together;  after  which,   to 
confirm  the  cure  and  prevent  a  re- 
lapfe,  the  fame  dofe  is  to  be  re- 
peated for  three  or  four  days  before 
every  new  and  full  moon  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time. 

Electartum 
antidysentericum* 
Antidyfenteric  eleElary. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  three  drams ; 
Sperma  ceti,  two  drams  ; 
Conferve  of  red  rofes,   an  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Oil  of  almonds,   half  an  ounce  ; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  a  fufFicient  quan- 
tity. 
Let  the  wax  and  fperma  ceti  be 
melted  in  the  oil,   over  a  gentle 
fire,   and   then  mixed  with   the 
conferve  and  fyrup. 
Where  iharp  irritating  humours 
have  eroded  the  interlines,  and  laid 
open  the  mouths  of  the  blood  vef- 
fels,  this  foft,  healing   eleftary  is 
one  of  the  moft  effectual  remedies. 
Fluxes  of  long  (landing,  which  had 
been  contracted  in  the  Indies,  and 
had  yielded  nothing   to  medicines 
of  the  reftringent  kind,  have  been 
removed    by  this,    which  fupplies 
the   natural  mucus  of  the  bowels 
that  the  flux  has  carried  off,  heals 
the  excoriations,  and  obtunds  the 
acrimonious  humours. 

Electarxum  alterans. 
Alterative  elefiarj. 
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Take  of 

Crude  antimony,  finely  levigat- 
ed,  three  drams  ; 
Refm  Oi  guaiacum,  two  drams  ; 
Oil  of  faflafras,  fix  drops ; 
Conferve  of  red  rofes,  one  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 
cient. 
Grind  the  refm  and  the  levigated 
antimony  well  together  ;  and 
having  mixed  thefe  with  the  oil 
(dropt  on  a  little  fugar)  and  the 
conferve,  let  the  whole  be  foften- 
ed  with  the  fyrup  into  a  due  con- 
fidence. 

This  is  as  effectual  a  medicine  as 
can  well  be  contrived  in  this  form, 
againft  cutaneous  foulneffes,  ob- 
ftrudtions  of  the  glands,  and  impu- 
rities of  the  blood  and  juices.  Dif- 
penfatory  writers  in  general,  lay 
the  principal  ftrefs,  in  compofitions 
of  this  kind,  upon  the  calx,  ceruffe, 
or  cinnabar  of  antimony,  prepara- 
tions which  are  far  inferior  to  the 
crude  mineral,  and  very  ill  deferve 
the  great  character  which  has  been 
ufually  given  of  them.  The  bulk 
of  a  nutmeg  of  this  eleclary  may  be 
taken  every  morning  and  evening, 
with  a  little  lime  water,  or  any  pro- 
per medicated  ale. 

Electarium   aromaticum. 
Aromatic  eleclary. 
Take  of 

The  aromatic  fpecies,  one  dram 
and  a  half; 

Conferve  of  lavender,  two  ounces. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  afufhcient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  an  eleftary. 

This  warm,  cordial  medicine  is 
of  good  ufe  in  nervous  complaints 
and  decays  of  conflitution.  The 
bulk  of  a  fmall  nutmeg  may  be 
taken  two  or  three  times  a-day, 
with  a  giafs  of  wine,  or  any  other 
proper  liquor,  after  it. 

Elec 
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Electarium   bmsamicum. 
Baifamic  eletiary. 
Take  of 

Locatelli's  balfam    two  ounces  ; 

Conserve  of  red  rofes,  three 
ounces ; 

Baifamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is 
fuffiaent  to  make  them  into 
an  eleclary. 

This  compofition  is  looked  upon 
as  a  good  internal  vulnerary,  and  re- 
commended in  fuch  coughs  as  give 
fuipiaon  of  tubercles  and  ulcera- 
tions of  the  lungs.  The  dofe  is 
half  a  dram,  which  is  to  be  occa- 
lionally  repeated  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms.  Balfam 
of  fulphur,  where  its  affiftance  is 
thought  neceffary,  may  be  added, 
in  the  proportion  of  half  an  ounce 
to  the  quantity  of  eleclary  above 
directed. . 

Electarium    deobstrueMs. 
Deobjiruent  eledary. 
Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum, 
Hard  foap,  each  one  dram  ; 
Powder 'd  fquills,  one  fcruple; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,  half  an 

ounce ; 
Syrup  of  ginger,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  the  other 
ingredients  into  the  confiftence 
of  an  eleclary. 
Where  the  breaft  is  oppreffed  by 
thick  phlegm,  or  the   vifcera  ob- 
ftrudled,  this  eleclary,   taken  twice 
or  thrice  a  day  in  the  quantity  of  a 
nutmeg  at  a  time,  is  of  fingular  fer- 
vice  :    it    diffolves    and    attenuates 
the  vifcid  humours,  opens  the  fmall 
veffels,   and  promotes  all  the  natu- 
ral fecretions. 

Electarium    chalybeatum. 
Chalybeat  eleftary. 
Take  of 

Salt  of  Heel,  two  drams ; 
Candied  nutmegs, 


Candied  ginger,  each  half  an 
ounce  j 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  five  drops ; 

Conferve  of  orange  peel,  one 
ounce; 

Baifamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  make  them  into 
an  eleclary. 

This  eleclary  is  calculated  for 
warming  and  invigorating  the  habit, 
refloring  a  due  tone  and  elaibcity 
to  the  veffels,  and  promoting  the 
circulation  when  weak  and  languid. 
In  phlegmatic  perfons,  of  a  pale 
complexion,  it  is  an  excellent 
ftrengthener  and  reflorative ;  but 
ought  never  to  be  ufed  in  fan- 
guine  conftitutions,  where  the  vef- 
fels are  full  and  diftended.  The 
dofe  is  about  the  bulk  of  a  nutmeg, 
twice  a  day :  moderate  exercife 
ought  to  accompany  its  ufe. 

Electarium  emmenagogum. 
Emmenagogue  eletlary. 
Take  of 

Salt  of  fleel,  two  drams ; 
Saffron,  half  a  dram  ; 
Conferve   of  wood  forrel,  two 

ounces ; 
Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient  to  make  them 
into  an  eleclary. 
Or, 
Take  of 

Black  hellebore,  three  drams  j 

Myrrh,  two  drams ; 

Conferve  of  fcurvy  grafs,    two 

ounces ; 
Syrup  of  ginger,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  reduce  them  into   an 
eleclary. 
Both  thefe  compofitions  are  very 
effectual  in  chlorotic  diforders,  and 
fuppreffions  of  the  uterine  difcharges. 
Their  different  ufes  may  be  undef- 
ftood  from  what  has  been  faid  al- 
ready  of  the   virtues  of  fleel  and 
hellebore.     The  dofe  is  the  quan- 
tity of  a  fmall  nutmeg,   which  is 

to 


Sed.  2. 


EleSiaries, 


to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  with  mo- 
derate exercife. 

Electarium  incrassans. 
Incr&Jfating  eledary. 
Take  of 

Gum  tragacanth, 

Pulp  of  frefh  comfry  root,  each 

one  ounce ; 
Conferve  of  mallows,    half  an 

ounce ; 
Syrup  of  marfhmallows,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient  to   reduce  the 
whole   into  the  confidence  of 
an  electary. 
This  electary,  taken  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a    chefnut,    three   or   four 
times  a  day,  along  with  a  milk  diet, 
incraifates  thin  ferous  humours,  ob- 
tunds  their  acrimony  and  irritating 
quality,   and  checks  the  immode- 
rate heat  and  motion  of  the  blood  : 
thefe  properties  render  it  highly  be- 
neficial in  hectic  diforders,in  coughs 
proceeding      from     thin     tickling 
rheums,  in  fluxes  and  heat  of  urine, 
where  the  natural    mucus   of  the 
parts  is  abraded. 

Electarium  pectorale. 
Peroral  eledary. 
Take  of 

Starch,  fix  drams  ; 
Powdered  liquorice,  four  drams  j 
Florence  orrjs  root,  two  drams ; 
Conferve  of  red   rofes,  half  an 

ounce ; 
Oil  of  anifeed,  ten  drops ; 
Ealfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as   is 
Sufficient  to  make  the  whole 
into  an  eledary. 
This   electary   is  calculated  not 
only  for  fheathing  acrimonious  hu- 
mors, but  likewife  for  flrengthing 
the  pulmonary   veffeis,    and   pro- 
moting the  expectoration  of  fuch 
phlegm  as,  without  fome  affiftance 
of  this  kind,  could   not  eafily  be 
voided.     It  maybe  taken  occasion- 
ally, to  the  bulk  of  a  nutmeg  at  a 
time. 
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Elkctarium  paralyticum, 
Paralytic  eledary. 
Take  of 

Muftard  feed, 

Conferve  of  rofemary  tops,  eacfa 
one  ounce  ; 

Compound    fpirit  of  lavender, 
two  drams. 
Beat  the  muftard  feed  with  a  little 

water,   that   the   pulp   may    be 

prefixed     through  a  hair    fieve; 

then  mix  with   it  the  conferve 

and  the  fpirit. 

This  is  a  very  efficacious  medi- 
cine for  paralytic  diforders,  tremors 
and  numbnefs  of  the  limbs,  the  de- 
cays accompanying  old  age,  and  in 
all  cafes  where  the  folids  require' 
to  be  ftimulated,  or  flugpifh.  ftao-- 
nant  juices  to  be  put  in  motion,  it 
ought  to  be  taken  every  morning; 
and  evening,  or  oftner,  to  the  bulk 
of  a  large  nutmeg  ;  with  a  glafs  of 
rich  wine,  or  any  proper  julep,  af- 
ter it. 

Electarium  Peruviakum; 
Peruvian  eledary. 
Take  of 

Extract  of  Peruvian  bark,  one 

ounce ; 
Extract  of  logwood, 
Extract  of  liquorice,   each  half 

an  ounce  ; 
Mucilage   of  quince    feeds,    as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  other  ingredients  into  the 
confluence  of  an  electary. 
This  is  a  very  agreeable  form  for 
the  exhibition  of  Peruvian  bark  to 
thofe  who  are  more  than  ordinarily 
offended  with  its  tafle ;   the    fub- 
ftances   here  joined  effectually  co- 
vering its  tafle,    at  the  fame  time 
that  they  coincide  with  it  in  vir- 
tue.    The  composition  is    a  very 
elegant  and  pleafant  one,  and  well 
deferves  a  place  in  the  fhops :    it 
may  either  be  given  in  the  form  of 
a  bolus  or  electary,  in  the  dofe  of  a 

dram 
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dram  or  more  ;  or  difTolved  in  any 
fuitable  liquor  into  a  draught. 

Electarium  purgans, 

ACIDUM. 

An  acid,  -purgative  eleSlary. 
Take  of 
Pulp  of  tamarinds,  two  ounces  j 
Cryflals  of  tartar,  two  drams. 
Make  them  into  an  eleftary. 

This  is  an  excellent,  mild,  cool- 
ing laxative  in  hot  bilious  difpofi- 
tions,  or  inflammatory  difeafes.  The 
bulk  of  a  nutmeg  may  be  taken 
every  hour,  or  oftner,  till  it  begins 
to  operate,  or  the  fame  quantity 
may  be  taken  once  a  day  occaflo- 
nally  in  dry  col'cive  habits. 

Electarium  refrigerans. 


Cooling  ele£lary. 
Take  of 

Conferve  of  wood  forrel,    one 

ounce  j 
Pulp  of  tamarinds,  half  an  ounce ; 
Weak  fpirit  of  vitric4,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient  to  give  a  grate- 
ful acidity. 
Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  as  much 
as  will  reduce  the  whole  into 
the  confiftence  of  a  foft  elec- 
tary. 
In  hot,  febrile,  or  inflammatory 
diftempers,  when  the   mouth   and 
fauces   are   dry   and  parched,  the 
bulk  of  a  filberd  of  this  eledtary, 
taken  occafionally,  and  kept  in  the 
mouth  till  it  difiolves,   will  excel- 
lently cool  and  moiflen  them. 


SECT.      III. 
O    L     U    S    E    S. 


BOlufes  differ  little  in  confiftence 
from  eledlaries,  being  only 
fomewhat  ftiffer,  fo  as  to  retain 
their  figure  without  fpreading  or 
falling  flat. 

This  form  is  very  convenient  for 
the  exhibition  of  the  more  power- 
ful medicines,  which  require  their 
dofe  to  be  exadlly  adjufted,  as  the 
ftronger  alexipharmacs,  cathartics, 
and  opiates.  As  bolufes  are  chiefly 
intended  for  immediate  ufe  -,  vola- 
tile falts,  and  other  materials/which, 
if  the  mafs  was  to  be  kept,  would 
exhale  or  fwell  it,  are  frequently 
admitted  into  them. 

The  quantity  of  a  bolus  ought 
not  to  exceed  two  drams  :  if  the 
ingredients  are  of  the  lighter  kind, 
even  this  will  be  too  bulky  to  be 
commodioufly  fvvallowed  down. 

The  lighter  powders  are  made 
up  with  fyrup  :  half  a  dram  of  the 
powder,  that  of  bark  for  inftance, 
with  as  muft  fyrup  as  will  bring  it 
to  a  due  confiftence,  makes  a  bolus 
fufHciently  large. 


The  more  ponderous  powders, 
as  the  mercurial  ones,  are  belt  made 
up  with  conferve  ;  fyrups,  or  other 
fubflances  lefs  confiftent,  fcarce 
holding  them  together. 

The  teftaceous  powders  alfo  re- 
quire an  addition  of  conferve  :  tho' 
if  made  up  with  this  alone,  they 
would  be  too  bulky.  A  fcruple  of 
the  powder,  and  an  equal  weight 
of  conferve,  with  as  much  fyrup  as 
will  reduce  them  to  a  due  con- 
fiftence, form  a  bolus  of  a  proper 
flze. 

Bolus  alexipharmacus. 
Alexipbarmac  bolus. 
Take  of  1 . 

Compound  powder  of  contrayer- 

va,    half  a  fcruple  ; 
Syrup    of  wild  poppies,  a  fuffi- 
cient quantity  to  make  it  into 
a  bolus. 

Take  of  2. 

Contraycrva  root,  half  a  fcruple; 
Syrup 
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Syrup  of  faffron,   as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 


Take  of  3. 

Virginian    fnake    root,     fifteen 

grains  ; 
Confeclion  of  kermes,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 

Take  of  4. 

Virginian  fnake  root, 
Contrayerva    root,    each    eight 

grains ; 
Saffron,  three  grains ; 
Syrup  of  meconium,   a  fufficient 

quantity  to  reduce  them  into  a 

bolus. 


5- 


Take  of 

Camphor, 

Saffron,  each,  five  grains  ; 

Confection  of  kermes,  as  much 

as  will  reduce  them  into  a  due 

confiftence. 

Take  of  6. 

-  Camphor, 
Nitre,  each  fifteen  grains ; 
Syrup  of  clove-july  flowers,    as 
much  as  will  make  them  into 
a  bolus. 

Take  of  7. 

Mufk, 

The   cordial     confedlion,    each 
twelve  grains  ; 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

Take  of  8. 

Muflc, 

Salt  of  hartfhom,  each  ten  grains  5 

Camphor  fix  grains ; 

Syrup   of    faffron,     a    fufficient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  elegant  fet  of  alexipharmacs 
contains  compofitions  of  different 
degrees  of  ftrength,  according  to 
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their  order,  from  the  weakeft  that 
has  any  confiderable  effecT:  at  all,  to 
the  ftrongeft  that  can  be  ventured 
on.  The  two  laft  are  medicines  of 
great  power,  and  have  fometimes 
taken  place  even  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
malignant  fevers,  after  hiccups, 
convulfions,  and  twitchings  of  the 
tendons  had  come  on. 

Bolus   catharticus. 
Purgative  bolus. 
Take  of  1 . 

Rhubarb,  half  a  dram  ; 
Solutive  fy rup  of  rofes,  a  fuffi- 
cient quantity  to  make  a  bo~* 
lus. 

Take  of  2 . 

jalap,  half  a  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  as  much  as 
is  fufficient  to  make  a  bolus. 

Take  of  3. 

Scammony,  twelve  grains ; 

Soluble  tartar,  one  fcruple  ; 

Soft  extraft  of  liquorice,   a  fuffi- 
cient quantity. 
Let  the  fcammony  be  well  ground 

with  the  foluble  tartar,  then  add 

the  extract,  and  make  them  into 

a  bolus. 

Take  of  4. 

Jalap,  one  fcruple  j 

Scammony, 

Crabs  eyes,  each  half  a  fcruple; 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Let  the  jalap,  fcammony,  and  crabs 

eyes  be  well  triturated  together, 

and  then   formed  into   a   bolus 

with  the  fyrup. 

Take  of  5. 

Elaterium,  two  grains ; 
Extradl  of  jalap,    half  a  fcruple  ; 
Cryftals  of  tartar,  half  a  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufHcienf 
quantity  to  make   them  into 
a  bolus. 

The 
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The  firit  of  thefe  compositions  is 
a  milt,  cathartic  j  the  fecond  and 
third  are  ftrongones ;  and  the  two 
lafl  yiolent. 

Bolus  cathartictjs  cum 

MERCURIO. 

Purgative  bolus  <witb  riiercury. 
Take  of 

Jalap,  one  fcmple  ; 
Mercuries  iulcis,  five  grains ; 
Solurive  fyrup  of  rofes,  as  much 
as  is  fufRcient  to  make  them 
into  a  bolus. 

Take  of  2. 

Gamboge, 
Mercurius  dulcis, 
Aromatic  fpecies,    each  half  a 

fcruple ; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  a  fufRcient 

quantity  to  make  a  bolus. 

The  firft  of  thefe  compofitions  is 
a  fafe  and  mild  cathartic ;  the  fe- 
cond is  confiderably  ftronger. 

Bolus   diureticus. 
■■.Diuretic  bolus. 
Take  of  1 . 

Frefh  fquills,  fix  grains ; 
Compound  powder  of  arum,  ten 

grains ; 
Ginger,  five  grains ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufRcient 
quantity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

Take  of  2 . 

Cantharides,  four  grains ; 

Thebaic  extract,  half  a  grain; 

Nitre,  one  fcruple ; 

Balfamic  iyrup,  a  fufRcient  quan- 
tity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

The  firfi  of  thefe  compofitions  is 
recommended  by  Dr.  Mead,  to  be 
taken  every  morning,  in  hydropic 
cafes,  for  promoting  urine.  He 
obferves,  that  in  thefe  diforders  diu- 


retic medicines  vary  greatly  in  their 
effects,  thofe,  which  anfwor  fuffi- 
ciently  in  one  perfon,  failing  in  an- 
other ;  and  that  the  fquill  and  its 
preparations  are  of  all  others  thofe 
which  mod.  generally  fucceed. 

The  virtues  of  the  fecond  may 
be  underftood  from  what  has  been 
already  faid  of  cantharides,  in  page 
105.  The  ingredients  here  joined 
to  the  fly  are  thofe  which  have 
been  found  the  nioft  effectually  to 
abate  its  virulence. 

Bolus   ad    dysenteriam. 
Bolus  againjl  the  dyjentery. 
Take  of 

The  cordial  confection, 
French  bole,  each  one  fcruple  j 
1  hebaic  extract,  one  grain. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  compofition  is  excellently 
well  calculated  for  the  purpofe  ex- 
prefled  in  its  tide.  Dr  Mead  af- 
fures  us,  that  he  has  never  found 
any  one  medicine  more  effectual, 
either  for  reflxaining  the  flux,  or 
healing  the  exulcerated  membranes. 

Bolus  emeticiis. 
Emetic  bolus. 
Take  of  1. 

Ipecacoanha,  one  fcruple ; 
Syrup  of  fugar,  a  fufRcient  quan- 
tity to  make  a  bolus. 

Take  of  2. 

White  vitriol,  twenty  five  grains  ; 
Conferve  of  rofes,  as    much  as 
will  make  it  into  a  bolus. 

Take  of  3. 

White  vitriol,  one  fcruple  ; 
Emetic  tartar,  two  grains ; 
Conferve  of  hips,    as  much    as 
will  make  them  into  a  bolus.    . 

The  firft  of  thefe  bolufes  is  a  very 

mild  emetic  :    the   two  others  are 

llrongcr,  and  quicker  in  operation. 

Bolcs 


Bolus  emmenagogus. 
Emmenagogue  bolus. 
Take  of  i . 

Socotorine  aloes,  eight  grains ; 
Saffron,  four  grains  ; 
Guinea  pepper,  two  grains  ; 
Oil  of  favin,  two  drops ; 
Conferve  of  rue,  as  much  as  is 

fufficient  to  reduce  them  into  a 

due  ccnfiftence. 


Take  of  2. 

Salt  of  Heel,  fix  grains ; 

Myrrh,  half  a  fcruple  ; 

Cordial  confection,  fifteen  grains ; 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 


Take  of  3. 

Black  hellebore  root,  eight  grains ; 
Frefh  fquills,  four  grains ; 
Effential  oil  of  pepper-mint,  one 

drop ; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,  as  much 

as  is  fufficienc  to   make  them 

into  a  bolus. 

All  thefe  are  medicines  of  great 
power  for  promoting  or  exciting 
the  menftrual  flux,  and  other  eva- 
cuations from  the  uterus.  The  two 
firft  are  calculated  for  lax,  phleg- 
matic habits  ;  the  third,  for  per- 
sons of  a  far.guine  temperament. 

Bolus  febr'Fugus. 
Febrifuge  bolus. 
Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  one  frup.e  , 
Cafcarilla,  half  a  fcr  iple  ; 
Mucilage  of  quince  (ee&,   a  fuffi- 
cienc quantity  to  make  them 
into  a  bolus. 
This  elegant  compofition  is  ex- 
cel ently  well  adap^d  to    the   cure 
of  intermittent  fe.  ors  ;   and  may  be 
given  in  cafes  where  the  Peruvian 
bark  by  kielf  -•  ouid  be  lefs  proper. 
Where  aroma    es,   chalybeats,  bit- 
ters,  &c.    air.    alfo  requiiite,  they 
are  either  tc  oe  premifed,  or  occa- 
fionail)  interpofed.    See  page  416. 
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Bolus  hystericus. 
Hyjieric  bolus. 
Take  of 
Mufk, 

Afafcetida,  each  fix  grains  ; 
Caflor,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Syrup  of  faffron,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  make  them  into  a 
bolus, 
This  medicine  is  a  very  well  con- 
trived one  for  the  pur  ofe  exprefTed 
in  its  title.     It   is  of  great  fervice 
both  in  hyfterical  and  hypochon- 
driacal diforders  ;  and  gives  relief 
in  the  depreffions,  faintings,   f.-.tu- 
le-nt  colics,  head  achs,   and  other 
fyrhptoms  ittendmgthem.     It  may 
be  taken  twice   a  day,  along  with 
any  fuitable  liquor. 


Bolus  ili  <\  cus. 
Iliac  bolus. 
Take  of 

Cathartic extraft:  one  fcruple; 
1  hebaic  grain ; 

Make  them  irito  a  bolus. 

This  bolus  is  prefcribed  by  Dr. 
Mead,  foi  eaSng  .  ,  ..ni  pro- 

curing  ft  the  iliac  paffion, 

and    :  Lche  ;  where  the  ir- 

ritat  irtics,     exhibited    by 

tb  ,  are   thrown  up  oy  vo- 

mi  he  ufe  of  this  medicine  is 

to  be  preceded  by  plentiful  oieed- 
ing,  and  accompanied  with  purga- 
tive glyflers  oi  the  more  acrid  kind; 
and  its  operation  promoted  by  in- 
fuiion  of  fena,  mixed  with  a  little 
of  the  elixir  falutis,  or  tincture  of 
fena. 

Bolus  ipecacoanhje. 
Bolus  of  ipecacoa?iba. 
Take  of  \ 

Ipecacoanha,  four  grains ; 

Aromatic  fpecies,  fifteen  grains ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 

quantity  to  make  them  into  a 

bolus. 

Ipecacoanha,  thus  exhibited  in 

fmall 
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fmall  dofes,  from  an  emetic,  be- 
comes a  powerful  alterative,  of 
great  fervice  }n  obfhuctions  of  the 
vifcera,  and  generally  more  effectual 
in  the  cure  of  dyfenteries,  than 
when  given  in  fuch  doles  as  to  ex- 
cite vomiting. 

Bolus  rheumaticus. 
Rheumatic  bolus. 
Take  of 

Extract  of  guaiacum,  ten  grains  ; 

Mercurius  aulcis,  one  grain  ; 

Oil  of  turpentine,  one  drop  ; 

Confectio  cardiaca,  fifteen  grains ; 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  medicine  is  of  lingular  effi- 
cacy in  rheumatifms,  and  old  pains 
and  aches  of  the  limbs.  Exciting 
a  gentle  diaphorefis  is  a  mark  of  its 
taking  due  effect  ;  to  promote 
which,  the  patient  ought  to  keep 
warm,  and  drink  fuitable  warm  li- 
quors. 

Bolus  scilliticus. 
Scillitic  bolus. 

Take  of 

Frefh  fquiils,  one  fcruplej 
Aromatic  fpecies,  half  a  fcruple  ; 
Oil  of  pepper-mint,  one  drop. 

Beat  them  well  together  into  a  uni- 
form mafs,  of  a  due  confrftence 
for  a  bolus. 
This  is  a  warm,  ftimuiating,  and 

attenuating  medicine ;  and  may  be 
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given  to  great  advantage  in  all  cafes, 
where  the  natural  fecretions  are  ob- 
ftrn£led  or  fuppreffed  from  a  vifci- 
dity  or  fiuggifhnefs  of  the  juices.. 
The  efficacy  of  the  fquiils  is  pro- 
moted by  the  additional  ingredients, 
which  at  the  fame  time  warm  and 
ftrengthen  the  ftomach  and  intef-  , 
tines,  and  prevent  the  compofition 
from  being  thrown  up  by  vomit, 
which  this  quantity  of  fquiils,  given, 
by  itfelf,  would  in  many  ccnftitu- 
tions  be. 

Bolus    sudorificus. 
Sudorific  bolus. 
Take  of  -     • 

Camphor,  ten  grains ; 
Thebaic  extract  one  grain  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 
quantity  to  reduce  them  into  a 
bolus. 
This  medicine  is  one  of  the  moll 
effectual     and     certain    fudorifics, 
fcarce  ever  failing  to  excite  a  co- 
pious fweat.     In  all  cafes,   where 
this   intention  is   to    be  anfwered,. 
whether  acute  or  chronical,  it  may 
be  given  to  great  advantage. 

Bolus  terebinthinatus. 
'Turpentine  bolus. 
Take  of 

Chio  turpentine,  one  dram  ; 
Powdered  liquorice,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 


SECT.     IV. 
PILLS. 


TO  this  form  are  peculiarly  ad- 
apted thofe  drugs  which  o- 
perate  in  a  fmall  dofe  ;  and  whofe 
naufeous  and  offenfive  tafte  or  fmcll 
require  them  to  be  concealed  from 
the  palate,  left  they  mould  procure 
unwifhed  for  effects  rather  than  fa- 
lutary  ones. 

fills  diffolve  the  moft  difficultly 


in  the  ftomach,  and  produce  the 
moft  gradual  and  lailing  effects,  of 
all  the  internal  forms.  This  is  in 
fome  cafes  of  great  advantage ; 
in  others  it  is  a  quality  not  at  all 
defirable,  and  fometimes  may  even 
be  of  dangerous  confequence,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  emetics, 
which  if  they  pais  the  fiomach  un- 
diftblved, 
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difiblved,  and  afterwards  exert 
themfelves  in  the  inteftines,  operate 
as  violent  cathartics.  Hence  eme- 
tics are,  among  us,  force  ever  ex- 
hibited in  pills,  upon  account  of 
the  flownefs  of  folution.  Hence 
we  are  directed  to  add  to  the  refi- 
nous  and  difficultly  foluble  fub- 
Jlances,  faponaceous  ones,  in  order 
to  promote  their  folution,  and  pre- 
vent their  paffing  off  without  any 
fenfible  effect. 

Gummy  -  refins  and  infpiffated 
juices,  are  fometimes  foft  enough 
to  be  made  into  pills,  without  ad- 
dition :  where  any  moifture  is  re- 
quisite, fpirit  of  wine  is  more  pro- 
per than  fyrups,  conferves,  or  the 
like  ;  as  it  unites  more  readily  with 
them,  and  does  not  fehfibly  increafe 
their  bulk.  Light,  dry  powders 
require  fyrup,  or  mucilages  ;  and 
the  more  ponderous,  as  the  mercu- 
rial and  other  metallic  preparations > 
thick  honey,  conferve  or  extracts. 

Light  powders  require  about 
half  their  weight  of  fyrup  ;  of  ho- 
ney, about  three  fourths  their 
weight,  to  reduce  them  into  a  due 
confidence  for  forming  pills.  Half 
a  dram  of  the  mafs  will  make  five 
or  fix  pills  of  a  moderate  fize. 

PlLULJE   ALEXETERIiE. 

Alexetereal  fills. 
Take  of  i . 

Virginian  fnakeroot, 
Contrayerva  root,  each  one  fcru- 

ple; 
Syrup  of  fafFron,   as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  them  into 
a  mafs  of  a  due  confidence  for 
being  formed  into  pills , 

Take  of  2. 

Mufk, 

Flowers  of  benzoine,  each  one 
fcruple ; 

Ealfamof  Peru,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  reduce  them  into  a  pro- 
per confiftence  for  pills. 

T  hough  the  form   of  pills  is  in 
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general  an  incommodious  one  for 
fubftances  of  the  alexipharmac 
kind;  yet  where  the  patient  is  pre- 
judiced againft  other  form?,  either 
of  thefe  compofitions  may  be  had 
recourfe  to,  without  any  fear  of 
their  failing  in  the  effects  ufually 
produced  by  medicines  of  this  clafsi 
The  quantity  of  each,  here  pre- 
fcribed,  may  be  made  into  twelve 
pills;  which  are  to  be  taken  at 
two  or  three  dofes,  at  the  interval 
of  fix  or  eight  hours,  or  lefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  exigence  of  the  cafe. 

Pilule  antifebriles. 
Antifebrile  pills. 
Take  of 

Myrrh,  three  ounces ; 

Venice  foap,  four  drams ; 

Turpentine,  one  dram. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  pills  of 
three  grains  each. 

This  is  an  excellent  medicine  for 
obftructions  of  the  vifcera*  indigef- 
tion,  and  other  diforders  proceed- 
ing from  the  prsemature  flopping  of 
intermittent  fevers  by  Peruvian 
bark  :  Boerliaave  frequently  pre- 
ferred it  in  thefe  cafes,  with  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs.  Five  pills  are 
to  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  three  times 
a  day,  about  an  hour  before  meals^ 
for  a  fortnight. 

PlLULiE  'ASTHMATIC.®,. 

AJlhmatic  pills. 
Take  of  1 . 

Squills,  dried  and  powdered,  one 

fcruple  ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  twofcruples? 
Balfam  of  fulphur,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  make  them  into  a 
mafs. 
Take  of  2 . 

Strained  ftorax,  two  ftruples  ; 
Flowers  of  fulphur,  wafhed, 
Flowers  of  benzoine,   each  one 

fcruple ; 
Balfamic  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  reduce  tSSm  into  a  mafs. 
M*m  Take; 

?:' 


of  which  live  or  fix  are  to  be  taken, 
for  a  dofe. 
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Take  of  3. 

Socotorine  aloes, 
Saffron,  each  two  fcruples ; 
Thebaic  extract,  fix  grains  ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  as  much  as  will 

reduce  them   into  a  due  con- 

fiftence. 


Take  of  4. 

Thebaic  extract,  one  grain  ; 

Extract  of  faffton,  four  grains. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs. 

The  three  firfl  of  thefe  compofi- 
tions  may  be  formed  into  twenty- 
four  pills  each  ;  four  of  which  are 
a  moderate  dofe  ;  the  fourth  may 
be  made  into  ©ne  or  two  pills,  for 
a  fingle  dofe.  They  are  all  medi- 
cines of  great  efficacy  in  old  coughs 
and  aflhmas,  either  for  preventing 
defluxions  of  thin  rheum  upon  the 
breaft  and  lungs,  attenuating  and 
promoting  the  expectoration  of 
thick  tenacious  matter,  or  relaxing 
and  opening  the  pafTages,  fo  as  to 
o-ive  a  greater  liberty  of  breathing. 
The  particular  cafes  in  which  each 
of  thefe  medicines  is  proper,  may  be 
eaJily  underftood  from  confulting 
their  refpeclive  ingredients,  in  the 
rirft  part  of  this  work. 

PlLULiE     CATHARTICS, 

Cathartic  pills. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  one  dram; 
Aromatic  fpecies,  half  a  dram  ; 
Scammony,  one  fcruple  ; 
Soft  extract  of  liquorice,  as  much 
as  is  fufricjent  to  reduce  them 
into  a  mafs   of  a  due  confid- 
ence. 
This  composition  is  a  warm  pur- 
gative, and  may  be  ufefully  taken 
in    any  cafes   v~here  medicines   of 
that  clafs  are  indicated  ;    whether 
for  removing  the  crudities,  &c.   af- 
ter a  furfeit  cr  debauch  ;    or   pre- 
venting arthritic,  and  other  dileaies 
fVeciucnt    among     fhofe  who     live 
hi<*h.    The  quantity  here  prefcrib- 
ed,  may  be  made  into  thirty  pills  ; 


Pilule  diuretics:.. 
Diuretic  pills. 
Take  of  1 . 

Venice  foap,-  two  drams  ;, 
Salt  of  amber, 
Nitre,  each  half  a  dram  j 
Oil  of  juniper  berries,  ten  dropa,. 
Beat  them  into  a  mafs. 

Take  of  2. 

Cantharides  in  fine  powder,  fix- 
teen  grains  ; 

Thebaic  extract,  four  grains; 

Nitre,  one  dram  ; 

Venice  turpentine,  as  much  as. 
will  make  them  into  a  mafs. 

In  obftinate  obftru&ions  of  the 
urinary  pafTages,  where  foftening 
and  diluting  liquors,  and  the  mild- 
er acrid  medicines,  prove  ineffec- 
tual ;  recourfe  may  be  had  to  thefe 
powerful  flimulants.  The  quantity 
of  each,  directed  above,  may  be 
made  into  forty  pills  ;  of  which 
five  are  a  fufficient  dofe ;  but  the 
utmoft  caution  is  requifite  in  exhi- 
biting the  latter,     bee  page  105. 

PlLULiE   AD  DYSENTERIAM. 
Pills  againjl  the  dyfe?itery. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce; 
Sperma  ceti, 

Japan  earth,  each  one  dram  ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  twelve  diops. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs 

This  is  a  very  effectual  medicine 
for  the  purpofe  exprefled  in  its 
title ;  at  the  fame  time  flrengthen- 
ing  the  interlines,  and  covering 
them  with  a  foft  mucus,  which  de- 
fends them  from  being  irritated  by 
the  acrimony  of  the  humors.  Each 
half  dram  of  the  mafs  may  be 
formed  into  five  or  fix  pills  for  one 
dofe. 


PlLULJE  5IYSTER1C/E. 


Hjftric 


Setf.  4. 


Hvjleric  pills. 
Take  of  1 . 

Afa  fcetida,  one  dram  ; 
Martial  flowers,  half  a  dram ; 
Oil  of  amber,  eight  drops  ; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  reduce   thsm   into    a 
rnafs. 

Take  of  2. 

Afa  fcetida, 

Gum  ammoniacum, 

Myrrh, 

Aloes, 

Ruit  of  fteel  prepared, 

Extract  of  gentian,  each  one 
fcruple ; 

Syrup  of  ginger,  as  much  as  will 
make  the  other  ingredients  in- 
to a  mafs. 


Pills. 

Make  them  into  pills. 
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Take  of  3. 

Galbanum,  one  dram  ; 

Salt  of  fteel,  half  a  dram  ; 

Afa  fcetida, 

Aromatic  fpecies,  each  one  fcru- 
pie; 

Tincture  of  myrrh,  as  much,  as 
will  make  them  into  a  mafs. 

Hyfterical  diforders,  and  hypo- 
chondriacal ones,  which  bear  a 
near  affinity  to  them,  though  very 
obftinate  and  of  long  duration,  will 
often  yield  to  the  continued  ufe  of 
either  of  thefe  medicines.  Each 
mafs  is  to  be  made  into  twenty- 
four  pills,  three  or  four  of  which 
may  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  twice  or 
thrice  a  day. 

Pilule  icterice, 
Icteric  fills. 
Take  of  1 . 

Venice  foap,  half  an  ounce ; 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  fifteen  drops, 
Make  them  into  pills. 

Take  of  2. 

Venice  foap,  half  an  ounce  $ 
Frefli  fquills,  one  dram  ; 
Saffron,  half  a  dram  j 


Take  of  3 . 

Venice  foap,  two  drams ; 

Powdered  rhubarb,    two    fcru* 
pies ; 

Extract  of  fafiron,  one  fcruple. 
Make  them  into  pills. 


Take  of  4. 

Venice  foap,  two  drams  % 

Saffron, 

Salt  of  fteel, 

Salt  of  amber,  each  one  fcruple  f 

Oil  of  juniper  berries,  ten  drops. 
Make  them  into  pills. 

Thefe  compofitions  are  excellent- 
ly well  adapted  to  the  cure  of  icte- 
rical  diforders  :  they  prevail  even  in, 
very  obftinate  and  inveterate  jaun- 
dices ;  provided  their  ufe  is  duly 
continued,  and  properly  affifted  by 
bitter  infufions  and  aperient  apo- 
zems.  Every  half  dram  may  be 
made  into  five  or  fix  pills  for  one 
dofe,  which  is  to  be  repeated  tw<? 
or  three  times  a  day. 

PlLULJE  MERCURIALES^ 
Mercurial  pills. 
Take  of  1 . 

Crude  quickfilver, 
Hard  extract  of  guaiacum,  eacli 

one  dram  and  a  half; 
Effential  oil  of  faffafras,  twenty- 
drops  ; 
Turpentine,  a  fufficient  quantity. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  tur- 
pentine, till  they  are  perfectly 
incorporated  :  then  add  the  other 
ingredients,  and  reduce  the  whole 
into  an  uniform  mafs ;  which  is 
to  be  made  into  forty  pills.  Two, 
three,  or  more  of  thefe  may  be 
taken  for  a  dofe. 

Take  of  2. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  half  a  fcruple  1 
Softer  extract  of  guaiacum,  one 

dram ; 
Efientialoil  of  faffafras,  ten  drops. 
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Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  mafs, 
for  twenty  pills  ;  the  dofe  of 
which  is  from  one  to  fix. 

Take  of  3. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  half  a  fcruple  ; 

Camphor,  half  a  dram  ; 

Soft  extract  of  guaiacum,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  make 
them  into  a  mafs,  which  is  to 
be  formed  into  twenty  pills : 
the  dofe  is  from  one  to  fix. 

ake  of  4. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  half  a  fcruple ; 

Venice  turpentine,  as  much  as 

will  reduce  it  into  a  mafs  of  a 

proper  confluence;  which  is 

to  be  formed  into  five  pills, 
for  as  many  dofes. 

Take  of  5. 

Calcined    mercury,     commonly 

called  praecipitate  per  fe, 
Thebaic  extract,  each  two  grains; 
Balfam  of  Peru,  as  much  as  will 

make  them  into  a  mafs  ;  which 

is  to  be  formed  into  two  pills, 

for  two  doles. 

Take  of  6. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  half  a  fcruple  ; 

Crude  antimony,  finely  levigat- 
ed, one  dram ; 

Balfam  of  Peru,  as  much  as  will 
reduce  them  into  a  mafs. 
This  is  to  be  formed  into  ten  pills ; 

of  which  the  dofe  is  from  one  to 

three. 

Take  of  7. 

Mercurius  dulcis, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
each  five  grains ; 

Socotorine  aloes,  fifteen  grains  ; 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  reduce  them  into  a 
mafs ;  which  is  to  be  made 
into  five  pills,  for  as  many 
dofes. 

The  general  virtues  of  mercurial 


medicines  have  already  been  fuffi- 
ciently  explained  in  the  two  fore-  I 
going  parts.  The  above  compofi- 
tions  are  the  moft  certain  and  effica- 
cious (and  at  the  fame  time  thefafeft) 
of  all  the  mercurials  we  have  met 
with  -y  and  take  place  in  very  obfti- 
nate  cafes,  whether  fcrophulous,  le- 
prous, or  venereal :  fome  of  thefe 
are  the  fecrets  of  celebrated  empy- 
rics,  now  firfb  revealed  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  with  which  they  have  per- 
formed cures,  in  vain  expecled 
from  other  remedies. 

The  method  of  managing  the 
above  mercurial  medicines,  as  al-  : 
teratives,  to  the  greater!  advantage, 
is  to  give  fmall  dofes  every  morn- 
ing and  evening ;  and  rather  pro- 
long the  time  of  continuing  their 
ufe,  than  increafe  the  dofe.  The 
patient  ought  to  keep  warm„  and 
drink  of  warm  diaphoretic  liquors, 
as  infufion  of  fafiafras,  decodiion  of 
the  woods,  the  fimple  or  compound 
lime  waters,  or  the  like  ;  there  are 
neverthelefs  many  examples  (feveral 
within  our  own  knowledge)  of  inve- 
terate cutaneous  and  venereal  dif- 
eafes  being  cured  by  them,  where 
no  fuch  regimen  was  obferved. 

Pilule  roborantes. 
Strengthening  pills. 
Take  of 

Hard  extract  of  Peruvian  bark, 

one  dram  ; 
Salt  of  fteel,  one  fcruple  ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  five  drops; 
Balfam  of  Peru,    as  much  as  will 

reduce  them  into  a  mafs. 
In  a  lax  ftate  of  the  fibres,  debi- 
lities of  the  nervous  fyftem,  and 
fome  decays  of  conftitution  ;  this 
compofition  is  a  moft  effectual 
ftrengthener  and  reftorative  :  it 
fometimes  takes  place  in  obftinate 
female  floors,  and  inveterate  gleets 
of  the  other  fex,  which  elude  the 
force  of  the  common  remedies.  If 
the   quantity   above   prefcribed   is 

made 


Se&.  5.  Troches,  &c. 

made  into  twenty  pills,  four  of  thefe 
may  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  and  re- 
peated twice  a  day. 

Pilule  e  spermate  ceti;. 
Sperma  ceti  -pills. 
Take  of 

Spermaceti,  one  dram  ; 

White  fugar  candy  in   powder, 

two  drams ; 
Balfamic  fyrup,   as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Grind  the  fperma  ceti  with  the  fu- 
"  gar,  till  they  are  perfectly  mixed; 
then  adding  the  fyrup,  rub  them 
with  a  warm  peftle  into  an  uni- 
form mafs. 

Where  fperma  ceti  cannot  be 
commodioufly  exhibited  in  any 
other  form,  three  or  four  moderate 
iized  pills  made  from  this  mafs, 
may  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a 
day.  They  ftand  recommended  as 
excellent  vulneraries,  of  great  fer- 
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vice  in  internal  bruifes,  erofions  of 
the  vifcera,  by  thin  acrimonious 
humors,  injuries  occasioned  hy  de- 
livery, pleurifies,  tickling  coughs, 
and  other  like  diforders. 

Pilule  stomachics. 
Stomachic  pills. 
Take  of 

Aromatic  fpecies, 

Extract  of    gentian,    each  one 

dram; 
Extract:  of  Peruvian  bark,  half  3 

dram ; 
Elixir  of  aloes,  as  much  as  will 

reduce  them  into  a  mafs. 
Thefe  pills  are  ferviceable  for 
warming  and  ftrengthening  a  weak 
cold  itomach,  expelling  flatulencies, 
and  promoting  digeftion.  If  ten 
pills  are  made  out  of  a  dram  of  the 
mafs,  two  may  be  taken  thrice  a 
day,  about  an  hour  before  meals. 


SECT.    V. 
TRQCHES,   and   TABLETS  or    LOZENGES. 


HESE  are  folid  prepara- 
tions, formed  into  little  cakes, 
or  maffes  of  different  figures ;  in- 
tended to  diffolve  ilowly  ;  and  ge- 
nerally made  agreeable  to  the  pa- 
late.    See  page  460. 

Tabelle  antacids. 
Antacid  lozenges. 
Take  of     • 

Prepared     white     chalk ,     four 

drams ; 
Candied  ginger,  three  drams ; 
Cinnamon,  one  dram  ; 
Fine  fugar,    dhTolved  in  water, 
as  much  as   is  fufficient  to  re- 
duce the  whole  into  a  due  con- 
fidence for  being  formed  into 
lozenges. 
One  or  two  lozenges  from  this 
composition  may  be  taken  at  dis- 


cretion, in  that  uneafy  fenfation  at 
the  ftomach  called  the  heartburn^ 
and  other  complaints  arifing  from 
a  preternatural  acid  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages. 

Tabells  anthelmintic®. 
Anthelmintic  fugar-cakes. 
Take  of  1 . 

Powdered  tin,  half  a  dram  ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Rofe  water,   a  fufficient  quantity 
to  make  them  into  a  mafs  for 
tablets. 

Take  of  2. 

Scammony, 

Mercurius  dulcis,each  four  grains; 
Fine  fugar,  half  an  ounce  1 
Rofe  water,   a  fufficient  quantity 
to  make  them  into  tablets. 
M  m  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  compofitions  are  calculat- 
ed for  children,  who  are  not  eaSily 
prevailed  on  to  take  anthelmintic 
medicines  in  lefs  agreeable  forms. 
If  the  firft  is  made  ufe  of,  it  mull 
be  repeated  three  or  four  mornings 
fucceffively,  after  which  a  purge  is 
to  be  taken  :  the  fecond,  if  it  re- 
quires repetition,  is  to  be  given 
only  every  other  morning.  The 
proportions  of  the  ingredients  are 
to  be  varied,  according  to  the  age 
and  llrengthof  the  patient. 

Trochisci  nervini. 
Nerve  troches. 
Take  of 

Compound  Spirit    of    lavender, 

fixty  drops ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon, 
Oil  of  rofemary,  each  four  drops ; 
Florence  orriceroot,  two  drams; 
Finefugar,  one  ounce ; 
Mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth,  as 
much  as  will  reduce  them  into 
a  mafs,  which  is  to  be  formed 
into  troches  of  about  half  a 
fcruple. 
One   or   two   of  thefe   troches, 
taken  occasionally,  and    fufFered  to 
clifiblve    in  the  mouth,  prove  fer- 
viceable  to  thofe  who  are  Subject  to 
jheadachs,  vertigo's,  paralytic,  and 
other    nervous   diforders.      Warm 
aromatic  medicines,  given   in   this 
form    and    manner,     are    fuppofed 
from  their  flow  diffolution  in  the 
mouth,  to  affect  the  nervous  fyStem 
more  immediately  than  if  received 
at  once  into  the  Stomach. 

TABELLiE    PURGANTES. 
Purging  lozenges. 
Take  of 

Jalap,   three  drams; 
Scammony,  two  drams ; 
Calcined      hartfhorn ,    half    an 

ounce ;    . 
Frefh  orange  peel,  three  drams ; 
Fine  fuear,  eieht  ounces ; 
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Rofe  water,  as  much  as  will 
form  them  into  lozenges. 

This  compofition  is  an  agreeable, 
and  in  fome  cafes,  a  very  ufeful 
purgative.  The  dofe,  to  children, 
is  from  half  a  dram  to  a  dram  or 
more ;  to  adults,  from  one  dram  to 
five. 

Trochisci  sialagogi. 
Sialagogue  troches. 
Take  of 

Pellitory  of  Spain,  half  an  ounce; 

MaStich,  two  drams ; 

Oil  of  cloves  and  marjoram,  each 
one  dram  ; 

Yellow  wax,  a -fufficient  quantity. 
Make  them  into  troches  or  pellets. 

One  of  thefe  troches  is  to  be  oc- 
cafionally  held  in  the  mouth,  and 
chewed,  to  promote  a  difcharge  of 
faliva  ;  which  they  effect  by  warm- 
ing and  Stimulating  the  falival 
glands. 

Trochisci  stomachic:. 
Stomachic  troches. 
Take  of 

Hard  extra£t  of  Peruvian  bark, 

one  dram  ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon, 
Oil  of  mint,  each  ten  drops  ; 
Fine  fu gar,  four  ounces. 
Make  them  into  troches,  with  mu- 
cilage of  gum  tragacanth. 
Thefe  troches  are  of  fervice  for 
warming  and  Strengthening  the  Sto- 
mach,   expelling  flatulencies,  and 
promoting  digeltion  :  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  they  are  as  effectual  as  any 
thing  that  can  well  be  contrived  in 
this  form. 

Trochisci  suaveolentes, 
S-u  eet-jmelling  troches. 
Take  of 

Strained  Storax,  one  fcruple  ; 
Ambergris,  fifteen  grains  ; 
Mufk,   ieven  grains ; 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  fix  drops ; 

Fins 


Sea.  7. 


Decotfiom,  &c. 
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Fine  fugar,  one  ounce. 
Make  them  into  fmall  troches  with 
mucilage  of  gum  Arabic. 


Thefe  are  of  fervice  where  the 
breath  fmells  difagreeably,  from 
rotten  teeth,  or  other  caufes. 


SECT.     VI. 
L     I    N    C    T   U    S'S. 


Inftus's  or  lohochs,  are  foft 
unctuous  preparations,  of  dif- 
ferent confiftences,  but  never  fo 
thin  as  a  fyrup,  or  fo  thick  as  an 
eleetary. 

They  are  generally  compofed  of 
expreffed  oils,  mixed  with  fyrup s, 
and  other  like  fubftances.  In  mak- 
ing them,  the  fyrup  is  firft  to  be 
mixed  with  a  little  fugar,  and  then 
brifkly  beat  up,  in  a  mortar,  with 
the  oil ;  which  will  thus  readily 
incorporate,  efpecially  if  the  fyrup 
is  of  the  acid  kind.  Two  ounces 
of  fyrup,  a  dram  of  fugar,  and  an 
.ounce  of  expreffed  oil,  make  a 
lincfus  of  a  due  confidence  ;  which 
may  be  made  thicker  at  pleafure 
by  adding  more  oil,  or  thinner  by 
an  increafe  of  the  fyrup. 

Any  oily  fubftance,  as  Locatelli's 
■balfam,  fperma  ceti,  &c.  may  like- 
wife  be  reduced  into  this  form  : 
and  inftead  of  fugar,  powders  more 
agreeable  to  the  intention  of  emol- 
lients or  pectorals.,  may  be  ufedj 


as  the  compound  powder  of  gum 
tragacanth,  or  the  white  or  black 
bechic  troches  of  the  fhops.  But 
the  form  at  belt  is  very  unfightly 
and  difagreeable,  and  fubftances  of 
this  kind  render  it  more  fo. 

The  prefent  practice  has  almoii 
entirely  rejected  thefe  inelegant 
compofitions,  and  has  very  little 
dependan.ee  upon  the  extraordi- 
nary virtues  formerly  attributed  to 
them  in  difeafes  of  the  breaft  and 
lungs.  Their  real  effects  are,  to 
foften  and  relax  the  folids ;  to  ob- 
tund  the  acrimonious  humours  which 
by  tickling  and  irritating  the  throat 
provoke  coughing;  and  promote 
the  expectoration  (if  an  excretion 
from  the  throat  or  ftomach  may  be 
fo  called)  of  vifcid  phlegm  lodged 
there.  It  would  be  needlefs  to  in- 
fert  any  particular  forms  of  thefe 
kinds  of  compofitions  here  ;  as  we 
have  already  given  a  fufficient  va- 
riety in  the  foregoing  part. 


SECT.    VII. 


Decoctions  and  infujions  in  water  ;  medicated  zvbeyst  alesy  wines ; 


andtinclures  in  vinous  fpirits. 


*""|~*HE  fubftances  reducible  into 
j|,  thefe  forms  are  very  nume- 
rous; greateft  part  of  the  fimples 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  feveral 
of  the  animal,  aud  fome  alfo  of  the 
mineral,  giving  out  their  virtues  to 
one  or  other  of  the  menftrua  here 
enumerated. 
,    The  advantages  of  thefe  kinds  of 


preparations  are  fufficientW  obvi- 
ous ;  the  medicinal  parts  of  the  fub- 
ject  being  here  feparated  from  the 
earthy  ones,  which  are  at  beft  ufe- 
lefs,  and  to  weak  ftomachs  offen- 
five ;  and  Likewife-  enabled,  b 
their  being  already  diffolved,  ty 
produce  their  effect  more  quicklo 
and  with  greater  certainty  :  In. 
M  m  4  many 
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many  cafes,  the  real  efficacy  of  the 
medicine  is  likevvife  promoted  by 
this  management;  the  fluid  which 
it  is  combined  with,  carrying  it 
farther  into  the  habit  than  it  would 
be  capable  of  pafling  by  itfelf.    , 

Some  fubftances  yield  their  vir- 
tues only  to  aqueous  liquors ;  o- 
thers  to  fpirituous  ones;  and  not 
a  few  to  both.  For  fimples  of  this 
laft  clafc,  the  indication  of  cure  di- 
rects the  choice  of  the  menltruum  : 
where  large  dilution  is  required, 
weak  watery  infufions  or  decoctions 
are  to  be  uied;  where  an  additio- 
nal warmth  and  pungency  are  pro- 
per, the  fpirituous  tinctures. 

Infusum  alcalinum. 
Ale  aline  infufion. 
Take  of 

Salt  of  tartar,  half  an  ounce; 

Saffron,  half  a  dram  ; 

Liquorice  root,  two  ounces ; 

Water,  three  pints. 
Let  them  ftand  together  in  a  warm 

place  for  eight  or  ten  hours,  and 

then  ftrain  out  the  liquor  for  ufe. 

This  infufion  is  of  fervice  in  a 
lentor  or  viicidity  of  the  blood  and 
juices,  the  confequence  of  an  ob- 
itrufted  prefpiration,  and  oftentimes 
the  origin  of  inflammatory  diftem- 
pers :  it  attenuates  thick  humors, 
promotes  perforation,  urine,  and 
all  the  natural  fecretions.  It  is  to 
be  taken  warm,  in  little  quantities 
at  a  time,   but  frequently  repeated. 

Infusum   amarum. 
Bitter  infufion. 
Take  of 

.    Carduus      leaves,    "dried,      one 
ounce ; 
Common  water,  twelve  ounces; 
Spirituous    orange    peel    water, 
four  ounces. 
Digefl:  them   without  heat   for  fix- 
hours,  and  then  filter  the  liquor 
through  paper. 
This  is  an  agreeable  light  bitter, 


fets  eafier  upon  the  fiomach  than  per- 
haps any  other  medicine,  and  con- 
fequently  is  of  great  fervice  in  cafes 
where  the  grofTer  bitters  would  fet 
uneafy,   or  be  rejected. 

Thea    antiphthisica. 
Antiphthifcal  tea. 
Take  of 

Avens  root,  two  ounces ; 

Male  fpeedwell, 

Ground-ivy,  each  one  ounce  and 
a  half; 

Liquorice,  one  ounce ; 

Sweet  fennel  feeds,  three  drams. 

Thefe  ingredients  are  to  be  cut, 
bruifed,  and  well  mixed  together  ; 
and  half  an  ounce  of  the  compofi- 
tion  infufed  for  a  few  minutes,  in 
five  or  fix  tea  cups  full  of  boiling 
water.  In  confumptive  cafes  and 
diibrders  of  the  breaft,  one  cup  of 
the  infufion,  with  a  tea  fpoonful 
of  honey,  may  be  drank  every 
hour.  After  the  fame  manner,  me- 
dicated teas  may  be  prepared  from 
other  vegetable  fubftances,  as  cha- 
memel  flowers,  linfeed,  orange 
peel,  fumitory,  &c. 

Apozema  aperiens. 
Aperient  apozem. 
Take  of 

Rhubarb, 

Madder,  each  three  drams ; 

Salt  of  tartar,  two  drams; 

Water,  three  pints. 
Eoil   them  together  for   an  hour, 

and  having  {trained  out  the  de- 

coftion,  add  to  it  three  ounces 

of  fyrup  of  ginger. 

This  is  a  very  powerful  aperient 
and  attenuating  medicine,  of  great 
fervice  in  icteric  al  and  hydropic 
cafes.  The  dofe  is  three  ounces, 
which  may  be  repeated  thrice  a 
day. 

Decoctum    terrje    Japonic^.. 

Decoclicn  of  Japan  earth. 
Take  of 

Japan 
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Japan  earth,  two  drams ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon  water, 
Syrup    of    quinces,    each    two 

ounces ; 
Common  water,  one  pint. 
Boil  the   common  water  with  the 
Japan  earth,  till  about  one  fourth 
of  the   liquor   is   wafted  ;   then 
fuffer   the    decoftion    to    fettle, 
and  having  poured  off  the  clear 
•  part,   add  to  it  the  fpirituous  wa- 
ter and  the  fyrup. 
This  decoiilion  is  a  very  agree- 
able    and  ufeful   medicine   in   all 
kinds  of  fluxes  that  are  not  critical 
or  fymptomatic,    and   in  a   weak, 
lax  ftate  of  the  inteftines.     A  ipoon- 
ful   or   two   may  be  taken    every 
hour  or   oftner  :  thus  managed,   it 
produces   much  better  effects  than 
if  larger  doles  are  given  at  once. 

Decoctum  febrifugum. 
A  febrifuge  decoffion. 
Take  of 

Chameme!  flowers,   dried,  two 

ounces ; 
Salt  of  tartar,  two  drams  ; 
Water,   three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  chamemel 
flowers,  till  one  pint  of  the  li- 
quor is  wafted  ;   then  ftrain  out 
the    remaining    deco&ion,    and 
diflblve  in  it  the  alkaline  fait. 
In  a  thick  vifcid  ftate  of  the  blood 
and  juices,  and  obftrudlions  of  the 
abdominal  vifcera,   a  quarter  of  a 
pint  of  this  decoftion,  taken  three 
or  four  times  a  day,    has  fometimes 
removed   intermittent  fevers,  after 
the  Peruvian   bark  had  been  tried 
in  vain. 

Serum   solutivum. 
Laxati'-ve  tvhey. 
Take  of 

Damafk    rofe  buds>   frefh,   one 

ounce ; 
Whey,  two  pints. 
Steep  them  together  for  a  night, 


and  then  ftrain  out  the  whey  for 

ufe. 

Whey,  thus  impregnated  with 
the  virtues  of  the  damafk  rofe,  ope- 
rates very  gently  by  ftuol,  and  for 
this  purpofe  is  held  by  fome  in 
great  efteem.  Its  aclion  may  be 
quickened,  and  its  tafte  rendered 
more  agreeable,  by  the  addition  of 
a  fuitable  proportion  of  cryftals  of 
tartar. 

Serum  sinapinum. 
Muflard  nvhey. 
Take  of 

Muftard    feed,    bruifed,     three 

fpoonfuls ; 
Cows  milk,  two  pints. 
Set  the  milk  over  the  fire  to  boil, 
and  add  to  it  the  muftard  feed, 
that  a  curd  may  be  formed,  from 
Which  the  whey  is  to  be  careful- 
ly feparated. 

This  is  a  not  inelegant  form  for 
the  exhibition  of  muftard  feed ;  its 
pungency,  and  medicinal  virtues 
depending  thereon,  being  in  great 
meafure  communicated  to  the  whey. 

Cerevisia  amara. 
Bitter  ale. 
Take  of 

Gentian  root, 

Lemon   peel,  frefh,   each    four 
ounces ; 

Long  pepper,  one  ounce ; 

Ale,   one  gallon. 
Let  them   fteep  together   without 

heat. 

This  is  an  agreeable  bitter  fto- 
machic  ale,  much  fuperior  to  the 
common  purls,  or  any  of  the  com- 
pofitions  of  this  kind  to  be  met 
with  in  the  extemporaneous  recipe 
writers. 

Cerevisia  Butleri. 
Dr.  Butler  s  ak. 
Take  of 
Betony, 
Sage, 

'  Agri- 
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Agrimony,  Orange  peel,   dried,    each  one 

■r  ien  fcurvy-grafs,  ounce  ; 

Roman  wormwood,  each  three 


h   nd  fills  j 
campane  roots, 

..rfe-radifh    roots,    each    four 
ounces ; 
,    sw  ale,   four  gallons. 
The  herbs  and  roots  are  to  be  put 
in  a   bag,  and  hung  in  the  ale 
while  it  works. 

This  liquor  has  fo  far  obtained 
among  the  common  people,  as  to 
have  been  frequently  made  and 
ioi  in  public  houfes.  It  is  ufed 
in  the  fpring,  for  purifying  the 
blood,  and  preventing  fcorbutic 
difoi.ders, 

VlNUM     GUAIACINUM, 

Guaiacum  ivine. 
Take  of 

Guaiacum- wood, 

Yellow  faunders,each  two  ounces ; 

Grange  peel,   dried, 

I  eflh-  cardamom  feeds,  each  one 
ounce ; 

Mountain  wine,  one  gallon. 
Let  them  deep  together  for  a  week, 

and  then  ftrain  out  the  wine  for 

uic. 

This  is  a  moderately  warm  and 
corroborating  wine.  It  does  good 
fervice  in  nervous  weakneffes,  in 
decays  of  conftitution  from  cold  pi- 
tuitous  humours ;  and  proves  an  ex- 
cellent prefervative  againft  rheu- 
matic and  arthritic  complaints. 
Two  ounces,  or  an  ordinary  wine 
glafs,  may  be  taken  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  and  continued  for  a 
month  or  two. 

VlNUM    GUAIACINUM    Cum 
HELLEBORO. 

Giiai acum  nxiine  with  hdlehore. 
Take  of 

Guaiacum  wood, 

£lack  hellebore  root,  each  two 

ounces  ; 
Leffcr  cardamom  feeds, 


Mountain  wine,  four  pints. 
Let  thefe  ingredients  fteep  together 

for  a  week  or  longer,  and  then 

ftrain  out  the  wine  for  ufe. 

This  is  a  warm  ftimulating,  de- 
obftruent  wine.  It  may  be  ufed 
to  good  advantage  in  cold  phleg- 
matic habits,  where  the  humors 
ftagnate  in  the  remote  veffels,  and 
where  there  is  a  difpofition  to  gouty, 
rheumatic,  or  hydropic  diforders. 
It  is  to  be  taken  chiefly  over  night, 
in  fuch  fmall  dofes  as  not  to  run  off 
by  ftool. 

VlNUM    AROMATICUM, 

Aro7natic  ivine. 
Take  of 
Cloves, 

Ginger,  each  half  an  ounce; 
Cinnamon, 

Nutmegs,  each  one  ounce  ; 
Canary  wine,  fix  pints. 
Beat  the  fpices  into  a  coarfe  pow- 
der, and  iteep  them  in  the  wine 
for  fome  days ;  then  pafs  the  li- 
quor through  a  ftrainer. 
This  wine  is  a  very  high  cordial, 
and  greatly  commended  for  warm- 
ing the  habit  and  ftrengthening  the 
nervous  fyitem.    It  is  fo  hot  of  the 
fpices  as  not  to  be  taken  without 
dilution,  and  only  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties at  a  time.     Mixed  with  a  little 
lemon  juice,    and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  milk,    it  forms   a  pleafant 
and  ufeful  whey  in  low  fevers. 

VlNUM    SCOREUTICUM. 
Scorbutic  ivine. 
Take  of 

Garden  fcurvy  graf ,  one  hand- 
ful; 
Horfe  radifh  root,   fcraped,  half 

an  ounce  j 
Winter's  bark,  two  drams ; 
Mountain  wine,    two  pints. 
Let  them  lleep  together  in  the  cold 
for  three  days. 

3  This 
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This  wine  is  fo  far  impregnated 
with  the  virtues  of  the  ingredients, 
as  to  do  confiderable  feryice  in  fcor- 
butic  habits.  It  is  ufed  chiefly  in 
the  fpring,  in  the  quantity  of  a 
common  wine  glafs  two  or  three 
times  a  day. 

VlNUM    SCORBUTICUM 
MUNTINGII. 

Muntingius 's  Jcorbutic  nxiine. 
Take  of 

The  roots  of  the  greater  water 

dock,  fix  ounces ; 
Gentian  root, 
Liquorice, 
Cinnamon, 
Black  pepper, 
Mace,   each  three  ounces ; 
Saffron,  two  ounces ; 
Mountain  wine,  fixteen  pints  j 
Strong  vinegar,  four  pints ; 
Yolks  of  three  frefh  eggs. 
Reduce  the  roots  and  fpices  into  a 
grofs    powder,     and    pour     on 
them  the  wine,vinegar,  and  yolks 
of  the  eggs :  digeft  the  whole  in 
a   clofe    veffel,    with    a    gentle 
warmth,    for  three    days ;    and 
then  {train  out  the    liquor    for 
ufe. 

The  author  of  this  compofition 
recommends  it  as  a  medicine  of  in- 
fallible efficacy  againft  inveterate 
fcurvies,  and  all  kinds  of  fcorbutic 
complaints,  particularly  fuch  a3  are 
not  accompanied  with  a  fever  or 
inflammation  :  even  palfies,  and 
the  venereal  lues,  he  fays,  have 
yielded  to  it.  The  dofe  is  from 
three  to  fix  ounces,  to  be  taken  in 
the  morning  on  an  empty  ftomach, 
and  continued  for  fourteen  or  twenty 
days,  or  longer  :  fome  quantity 
of  it  is  likewife  to  be  mixed  with 
the  patient's  common  drink,  which 
he  directs  to  be  either  goodRhenifh 
wine,  or  found  malt  liquors  not 
too  new.  If  the  patient  complains 
of  heat,  drynefs,  a  violent  cough, 
or  where  there  are  any  fymptoms 
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of  a  confumption,  the  black  pep- 
per is  ordered  to  be  omitted,  and 
the  liquorice  increafed  in  its  room 
to  fix  ounces. 

A  compofition  differing  from  the 
above  only  in  the  omiffion  of  vine- 
gar, and  employing  fpirit  of  wine 
for  the  menftruum,  is  faid  to  have 
come  lately  into  efleem  at  Paris, 
againft  the  gout. 

Vinum   Peruvianum. 
Wine  of  Peruvian  bark. 
Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  two 

ounces; 
Rough  red  wine,  two  pints. 
Digeft  them  together  in  a  circula- 
tory veffel,  with  a  moderate 
heat,  for  forty -eight  hours,  oc- 
cafionally  fhaking  the  veffel : 
then  fuffer  the  whole  to  cool, 
and  pafs  the  wine  through  a 
ftrainer. 

This  is  the  preparation  of  bark, 
made  ufe  by  Sir  Robert  Tabor 
or  Talbot  (an  Englifh  gentleman 
refiding  in  France)  who  was  one 
of  the  fir  ft  that  retrieved  the  cha- 
racter of  the  medicine  ltfelf,  at  the 
time  that  fome  ill  confequences 
following  its  imprudent  ufe,  had 
brought  it  into  difefteem.  He 
kept  this  preparation  a  fecret,  till 
Lewis  XI V.  purchafed  it  for  a  con- 
fiderable  fum,  and  communicated  it 
to  the  public.  It  was  not  however 
the  preparation,  but  a  proper  me- 
thod of  exhibiting  the  medicine, 
upon  which  the  fuccefs  of  his  prac- 
tice depended.  See  page  178.  It 
appears  from  experience,  that  this 
wine  is  lefs  certain  in  the  cure  of 
agues,  than  the  bark  given  in  fub- 
ftance.  It  neverthelefs  has  its  ufes, 
in  thofe  intermittent  fevers  where  a 
large  quantity  of  the  bark  is  not 
neceffary ;  and  is  particularly  fer- 
viceable  in  a  laxity  and  debility  of 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

TlNC- 
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TlNCTURA     CANTHARIDUM 

D.  Mead. 
Dr.  Mead's  tinElure  of  cantharides. 
Take  of 

Rhubard,  three  drams ; 

Gum  guaiaeum,  one  dram  and  a 
half; 

Lac,  one  dram ; 

Cantharides,  bruifed,  two  drams ; 

Cochineal,  half  a  dram ; 

Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,   a  pint 
and  a  half. 
Digeft  and  ftrain. 

Venereal  diforders  •,  efpecially 
where  the  ftronger  cathartics  have 
been  imprudently  made  ufe  of  in 
the  cure,  are  not  unfrequently  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  weakneis  of  the  femi- 
nal  vefTels,  and  a  conftant  gleeting 
of  mucous  matter,  both  from  the 
veficuls  feminales,    and  the   pro- 


ftate  glands.  The  cure  of  this  ob- 
llinate  complaint  is  ufually  attempt- 
ed by  balfamics  ;  but  for  the  moft 
part  with  little  fuccefs.  This  tinc- 
ture is  of  a  more  powerful  kind ; 
and  takes  place  even  where  the  dif- 
order  is  of  very  long  Handing,  and 
the  parts  extremely  relaxed:  Dr. 
Mead,  after  large  experience  of  its 
happy  effedts,  for  many  years,  in 
his  private  practice,  recommended 
it  to  feveral  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons,  and  has  now  communicated 
it  to  the  public.  The  mean  dofe 
is  thirty  drops,  which  may  be  in- 
creafed  to  fifty,  or  as  many  as  can 
be  ventured  on  without  endanger- 
ing a  difficulty  of  urine.  It  is  to 
be  taken  every  morning  and  even- 
ing, in  a  glafs  of  warm  water. 


SECT.     VIII. 

MIXTURES-, 
including  juleps,  draughts,  and  emulfions. 


Julep  is  an  agreeable  liquor, 
defigned  as  a  vehicle  for  me- 
dicines of  greater  efficacy,  or  to  be 
drank  after  them,  or  to  be  taken 
occasionally  as  an  auxiliary. 

The  bafis  of  juleps  is  generally 
common  water,  or  a  fimple  diftill- 
ed  water,  with  one  fourth,  or  one 
third  its  quantity  of  fome  diftilled 
fpirituous  water :  this  mixture  is 
fweetened  with  fugar,  or  any  pro- 
per fyrup  ;  and  fometimes  acidulat- 
ed with  a  few  drops  of  any  of  the 
vegetable  or  mineral  acids,  or  im- 
pregnated with  other  medicines 
iuitable  to  the  intention ;  care  be- 
ing had  that  thefe  additions  be  fuch 
as  will  not  render  the  compound 
unfightly  or  unpalatable. 

The  quantity  of  a  julep  ufually 
prefcribed  at  a  time,  h  about  eight 
or  ten  ounces, 


The  quantity  of  a  Draught 
very  rarely  exceeds  three  ounces, 
the  whole  being  intended  for  one 
dofe.  This  form  receives  medi- 
cines of  iconfiderable  efficacy,  as 
cathartics,  opiates,  &c.  whether 
foluble  in  water,  as  extracts  or 
falts ;  or  indilToluble,  as  powders  ; 
without  much  regard  to  their  pala- 
tablenefs ;  and  in  thefe  refpedts 
principally  draughts  differ  from  ju- 
leps. 

Emulsions  are  white  milky  li- 
quors, generally  prepared  by  grind- 
ing the  oily  feeds  of  plants,  or  ker- 
nels of  fruits,  along  with  common 
water,  or  any  agreeable  fimple  di- 
ftilled water.  In  this  procei6,  the 
oil  of  the  fubjecT:  is,  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  other  matter,  united 
With  the  aqueous  fluid  :  and  hence 

they 
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they  poffefs  fome  fhare  of  the  emol- 
lient virtue  of  the  pure  oil,  with 
this  advantage,  that  they  are  agree- 
able to  the  palate,  not  apt  to  turn 
rancid  or  acrimonious  by  the  heat 
of  the  body  (which  the  pure  oils  in 
fome  inflammatory  cafes  may  do) 
and  likewife,  that  by  the  oil  being 
thus  intimately  combined  and  di- 
luted with  an  aqueous  vehicle,  it 
panes  eafier  and  farther  into  the 
habit. 

Emulfions,  befides  their  ufe  as 
medicines  themfelves,  are  excel- 
lent vehicles  for  certain  fubftances 
which  cannot  otherwife  be  fo  con- 
veniently exhibited  in  a  liquid 
form.  Thus  camphor,  triturated 
with  almonds  readily  unites  with 
water  into  an  emullion,  and  in  this 
form  is  conveyed  into  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  body,  with  fufficient  ef- 
ficacy to  anfwer  intentions  of  mo- 
ment, at  the  fame  time  that  its  heat 
and  pungency  are  foftened  by  the 
unctuofity  of  the  almonds. 

Several  of  the  gummy-rehns,  as 
ammoniacum,  galbanum,  myrrh, 
and  others,  are  reducible  into  emul- 
iions,  or  milky  liquors,  by  tritura- 
tion with  water  alone  ;  the  relinous 
part  being  rendered  diffoluble  by 
the  mediation  of  the  gummy.  The 
relinous  juices,  balfams,  turpen- 
tines, &c.  are  likewife  rendered 
mifcible  with  water  into  fimilar  li- 
quors, by  the  afliftance  of  the  yolk 
of  an  egg  ;  and  in  fome  cafes,  par- 
ticularly in  venereal  diforders  of 
the  urinary  paffages,  may  in  this 
form  be  exhibited  to  good  advan- 
tage. 


JULEPUM'  ALEXIPHARMACUM. 
Alexipharmac  julep. 
Take  of  i . 

Simple   alexeterial    water,      fix 

ounces ; 
Spirituous  alexeterial  water,  two 
ounces : 
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Syrup  of  clove-july-flowers,  two 
drams. 
Mix  them  together.  * 

Take  of  2. 

Simple    alexeterial    water,     fix 

ounces  ; 
Spirituous  alexeterial  water  with 

vinegar,  two  ounces  ; 
Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  two  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

Take  of  3. 

Camphor,  one  dram ; 
Fine  fugar,  half  an  ounce ; 
Vinegar,  one  pint. 
Let  the  camphor   be  ground  firli 
with   a   little    rectified    fpirit  of 
wine,  and    afterwards  with  the 
fugar,     till    they    are    perfectly 
mixed  ;   then  gradually  pour  on 
the    vinegar,     previously    made 
warm. 

The  firft  of  thefe  juleps  is  to  ac- 
company the  ufe  of  the  alexiphar- 
mac  powders,  bolufes,  &c.  already 
prefcribed.  The  third  is  a  medi- 
cine of  confiderable  efficacy,  and 
frequently  produces  notable  effects 
without  the  afliftance  of  any  other  ; 
camphor  thus  combined  with  vege- 
table acids,  proves  ferviceable  in 
cafes  where  this  warm  drug  by  it- 
felf  would  be  lefs  proper;  and  at 
the  fame  time  becomes  more  agree- 
able both  to  the  palate  and  fio- 
mach. 


JULEPUM.  CARDIACUM. 

Cordial  julep. 
Take  of  1 . 

Simple  cinnamon  water, 
Simple  orange  peel  water,  each 

three  ounces ; 
Nutmeg  water,  two  ounces  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,   half  an 
ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 


Take  of 


2. 


Black 
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Black  cherry  water,  fix  ounces  ; 
Cardamom    feed     water,       two 

ounces  ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
Syrup  of  fafFron,  each  two  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

JULEPUM     CARMINATIVUM. 

Carminative  julep. 
Take  of  i . 

Pennel  feed  water,  fix  ounces ; 
Compound  juniper   water,    two 

ounces ; 
Syrup  of  clove-juiy-fiowers,'  half 
an  ounce. 

2. 

Jamaica  pepper  water,  fix  ounces; 
Compound    anifeed   water,    two 

ounces ; 
Syrup  of  orange   peel,   half  an 

ounce. 

3* 
Dill-feed  water,  fix  ounces ; 

Compound  caraway  water,   two 

ounces ; 

Syrup  of  ginger,  half  an  ounce. 

JuLEPUM    HYSTERICUM. 
Hyfteric  julep. 
Take  of  i . 

Simple  penny-royal  water, 
Caftor  water,  each  three  ounces ; 
Spirituous  penny -royal  water,  two 

ounces ; 
Simple  fyrup  two  drams. 

2. 

Simple    alexetereal    water,     fix 

ounces ; 
Cardamom     feed     water,     two 

ounces ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  each  one 

dram  ; 
Syrup  of  clove  july-flowers,  half 

an  ounce. 

3- 

Dill-feed  water,  four  ounces ; 

Simple  pepper  mint  water,  two 

ounces  ; 
Tincture  of  cardamoms, 
Syrup  of  ginger,  each  two  drams. 


JuLEPUM  REFRICERANS. 

A  cooling  julep . 
Take  of 

Rhenilh  wine,  five  ounces ; 
Damafk  rofe  water,  two  ounces  ; 
Seville  orange  juice, 
Syrup  of  violets,  each  fix  drams. 

JULEPUM    STOMACHICTO. 

Stomachic  julep. 
Take  of  i . 

Simple  mint  water,  fix  ounces  ; 
Spirituous  mint  water,  two  ounces  j 
Syrup  of  fafFron,  two  drams. 

2. 

Tinclure  of  mint,  fix  ounces : 
Cardamom     feed    water,      two 

ounces ; 
Simple  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 

3- 
Simple     cinnamon    water,      fix 

ounces ; 
Nutmeg  water, 
Stomachic   tincture,      each    one 

ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,    half  an 

ounce. 
The  titles  of  thefe  mixtures  ex- 
prefs  the  intentions  for  which  they 
are  calculated  :  five  or  fix  fpoonfuls 
of  either  may  be  taken  occafional- 
)y,  or  ufed  as  vehicles  and  diluters 
of  medicines  of  greater  efficacy. 

Haustus    catharticus. 
Cathartic   draught. 

Take  of  I. 

Scammony,  fourteen  grains  ; 
Spirit  of  rofemary,  two  drams; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  fix  drams. 

Grind  the  fcammony  with  the  fpi- 
rit in  a  glafs  mortar,  and  when 
perfectly  incorporated,  mix  in 
the  fyrup. 

Take  of  2. 

Jalap,  in  powder,  one  fcruple  ; 
Ipecacoanha,  three  grains ; 
Compound  juniper   water,     one 

ounce ; 
Infufion  of  linfeed,  an  ounce  and 
half  Simple 
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Simple  fyrup,  one  dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

Both  thefe  compofitions  are 
ftrong  cathartics,  yet  for  the  moft 
part  eafy  and  fafe  in  operation. 
They  are  calculated  chiefly  for  hy- 
dropic cafes,  in  which  they  procure 
copious  evacuations,  without  weak- 
ening or  fatiguing  the  patient  fo 
much  as  many  other  medicines  of 
this  kind. 

Haustus  catharticus  salinus. 

Saline  cathartic  draught. 
Take  of 

Glauber's  cathartic  fait, 

Manna,  each  fix  drams  ; 

Boiling  water,  three  ounces  ; 

Tinclure   of'  cardamoms,      one 
dram. 
DhTolve  the  fait  and  manna  in  the 

water,    and  having  {trained  off 

the  liquor,  add  to  it  the  tincture 

of  cardamoms. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  and  agree- 
able faline  purgative.  Tindlure  of 
cardamoms  is  one  of  the  beft  addi- 
tions to  liquors  of  this  kind,  or  to 
the  purging  mineral  waters,  for 
rendering  them  acceptable  to  the 
ftomach. 

Haustus  diureticus. 
Diuretic  draught. 
Take  of  i . 

Oxymel  of  fquills,  one  dram  and 

a  half; 
Simple    cinnamon    water,     one 

ounce  ; 
Compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  each  one 
dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

Take  of  2. 

\  inegar  of  fquills,  one  dram  (or 

one  dram  and  a  half;) 
Salt  of  wormwood,  half  a  dram  ; 
Lemon  juice,  fix  drams ; 
mple  cinr-.am 

ai.i  a  half  j 


Spirituous   pepper    mint    water, 

half  an  ounce ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  one  dram. 
Let  the  ialt  of  wormwood  and  le- 
mon juice  be  firlt  Pnixed  together, 
and  then  add  to  diem  die  o  .er 
ingredients. 

Thefe  elegant  and  efficacious 
compofitions  are  commended,  and 
frequently  prefcribed,  by  Dr.  Mead, 
for  promoting  urine  in  hydropic 
cafes.  He  directs  them  to  be  taken 
ev  ry  night,  or  oftner,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms, 
The  fquiil,  one  of  the  moft  power- 
ful diuretics,  is  by  the  additions 
here  joined  to  it,  rendered  not  only 
more  grateful  to  the  palate  and  fto- 
mach, but  likewife  enabled  more 
effectually  to  anfvver  the  purpofes 
intended  by  it. 

Haustus  anodyno-diureticus. 

An  anodyne  diuretic  draught* 
Take  of 

Ley  of  tartar,  half  a  dram  ; 

Thebaic  tincture,  forty  drops  ; 

Pepper  mint  water,  one  ounce ; 

Simple  cinnamon  water,  half  an 
ounce  ; 

Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  two 
drams ; 

Syrup    of   marfhmallows,     one 
dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

Though  practitioners  have  rarely 
ventured  to  exhibit  opium  in  drop- 
fies ;  yet  in  thofe  which  are  accom- 
panied with  great  pain,  this  ano- 
dyne drug,  by  eafing  the  pain,  and 
removing  the  ftricture  of  the  paf- 
fages,  which  painful  fenfations  al- 
ways occafion,  proves  a  medicine 
of  great  fervice,  excellently  pro- 
moting the  urinary  difcharge.  Dr. 
Mead  has  given  a  remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  the  good  effects  of  the 
mixture  above  prefcribed,  in  a 
perfon  labouring  under  an  afcites 
and  tympany  at  the  fame  time, 
where  the  pain  was  intolerable,  the 

tftirft 
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thirrc  intenfe,  and  the  urine  in  very 
fmall  quantity :  the  ftronger  pur- 
gatives increafed  the  diftemper ; 
foap,  alcaline  falts,  nitre,  and  other 
diuretics,  were  tried  in  vain :  this 
draught  (when  the  patient  feemed 
to  be  beyond  any  affiftance  from  me- 
dicine) procured  unexpected  relief, 
not  only  a  gentle  fieep,  and  truce 
from  the  pain,  but  likewife  a  co- 
pious difcharge  of"  urine  :  ,by  re- 
peating the  medicine,  for  a  little 
time,  every  eight  hours,  and  after- 
wards ufing  corroborants,  the  cure 
was  perfectly  compleated. 

Haustus  oleosus. 
.  .  Oily  draught. 

Take  of 

Oil  of  almonds, 

Syrup  of    marfhmallows,     each 

half  an  ounce ; 
Simple    cinnamon    water,     two 
ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Draughts  of  this  kind  are  ufed 
for  obtunding  acrimonious  humors, 
and  foftening  and  lubricating  the 
iblids.  They  are  fimilar  in  virtue 
to  the  linctus's  already  fpoken  of, 
and  to  moft  people  more  agreeable. 
They  may  be  occafionally  rendered 
more  penetrating,  detergent,  and 
faponaceous,  fey  the  addition  of 
foap  leys,  or  volatile  fpirits. 

MlSTURA  ANTIEMETICA,  SALINA. 

Saline  antiemetic  mixture. 
Take  of 

Salt  of  wormwood,  half  a  dram  j 

Lemonjuice,  fix  drams; 

Simple    cinnamon    water,     one 
ounce  ; 

Fine  fugar,  one  fcruple. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  mixtur  e  is  frequently  pre- 
fcribed,  not  only  for  the  purpofe 
exprefTed.  in  its  title,  but  likewife 
as  a  feline  aperient  in  itterical,  in- 
flammatory, and  other  diforders, 
where  medicines  of  that  clafs  are 
proper. 


MlSTURA  SALINA  CATHARTICA 
ET    DIURETICA. 

Cathartic  and  diuretic  f aline 
mixture. 
Take  of 

Salt  of  tartar,  two  drams; 

Diftilled  vinegar,  five  ounces ; 

Cinnamon  water,  one  ounce  ; 

Fine  fugar,  two  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  mixture  evacuates  plenti- 
fully both  by  ftool  and  urine, 
without  griping  or  fatiguing  the 
patient.  I  have  frequently  given 
it  in  hydropic  cafes,  with  excellent 
fuccefs.  It  is  to  be  taken  in  a 
morning,  at  two  dofes,  at  the  in- 
terval of  an  hour  or  two. 

MlSTURA  CARDIACA. 

Cordial  mixture. 
Take  of 

Simple    cinnamon   water,     four 

ounces ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  two 

ounces ; 
Extract  of  fafFron,  one  fcruple  ; 
Confection  of  kermes,  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

In  great  languors  and  depref- 
fions,  a  fpoonfui  of  this  rich  cor- 
dial mixture,  may  be  taken  every 
half  hour. 

Emulsio  purgans. 
A  purging  emulfion. 
Take  of 

Sweet  almonds,   blanched,    two 

drams  ; 
Fine  fugar,  one  dram  ; 
Gum  Arabic,  half  a  dram  ; 
Scammony,  twelve  grains ; 
Simple    cinnamon    water,     one 
ounce. 
DifTolve  the  gum  in  the  cinnamon 
water,    and    having  ground   the 
fcammony  with  the  almonds  and 
fugar,    pour    on   the    liquor   by 
little  at   a   time,    continuing  to 
grind    them  together,    fo  as   to 
make  them  into  an  emuliion. 

SECT. 
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SECT.     IX. 
PLASTERS,    OINTMENTS,    &c> 


iLafters  are  compofed  chiefly  of 
oily  and  unctuous  fubftances, 
united  with  powders,  into  fuch  a 
confiflence,  that  the  compound 
may  remain  firm  in  the  cold,  with- 
out flicking  to  the  fingers  ;  that  it 
may  be  foft  and  pliable  in  a  fmall 
heat ;  and  that  by  the  warmth  of 
the  human  body  it  be  fo  tenacious, 
as  readily  to  adhere  both  to  the 
part  on  which  it  is  applied,  and  to 
the  fubftance  on  which  it  is  fpread. 
There  is  however  a  difference  in 
the  confiflence  of  plafters,  accord- 
ing to  the  purpofes  they  are  to  be 
applied  to :  thus,  fuch  as  are  in- 
tended for  the  breaft  and  flomach, 
fhould  be  very  foft  and  yielding ; 
whilii  thofe  deiigned  for  the  limbs 
are  made  firmer  and  more  adhefive. 
An  ounce  of  expreffed  oil,  an  ounce 
of  yellow  wax,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  any  proper  powder,  will  make 
a  plafter  of  the  firft  confiflence ; 
for  a  hard  one,  an  ounce  more 
of  wax,  and  half  an  ounce  more 
of  powder,  may  be  added.  Plaflers 
may  likewife  be  made  of  refins, 
gummy-refins,  &c.    without  wax, 


efpecially  in  extemporaneous  pre* 
fcription  :  for  officinals,  thefe  corn- 
pofitions  are  lefs  proper,  as  they 
foon  grow  too  foft  in  keeping, 
and  fall  flat  in  a  warm.  air.  It 
rarely  happens,  however,  that  there 
is  any  occafion  for  prefcribing  ex- 
temporaneous plafters,  the  fhops 
being  fupplied  with  a  fufKcient  num- 
ber to  anfwer  every  ufeful  purpofe 
that  can  be  expected  from  applica- 
tions of  this  kind. 

Ointments  and  liniments  differ 
from  plafters  little  otherwife  than 
in  confiflence.  Any  of  the  offici- 
nal plafters,  diluted  with  fo  much 
oil  as  will  reduce  it  to  the  thicknefs 
of  ftiff  honey,  forms  an  ointment : 
by  farther  increafmg  the  oil,  it  be- 
comes a  liniment,  As  a  fufficient 
variety  of  thefe  and  other  external 
medicines  are  defcribed  in  the  pre- 
ceding part,  and  in  the  appendix  to 
this,  it  is  needlefs  to  give  farther 
directions  here  for  their  compofi- 
tion,  or  to  infert  any  particular 
forms. 
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NDIX 


Pharmacopoeia  Pauperum : 

CONTAINING 

A  Collection  of  cheap  and  efficacious  Medicines, 

made  ufe  of  in  the  Hofpitals  of  London' and 

Edinburgh,  and  the  Army, 


Aqua  alexeteria 
nofocomii  Edinburgenfis. 

Alexeterial  water. 
'AKEof 

Elder  flowers,  moderately 
dried,  three  pounds ; 
Angelicaleaves,frefh,twopounds; 
Water,  a  fufficient  quantity.  • 
Draw  off  by  diftillation  three  gal- 
lons. 

Aqua  antihysterica,  ejufdem. 

Antibyjleric  water. 
Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  one  pound 
and  a  half;. 

Lovagefeed,  half  a  pound; 

Savin,  three  ounces ; 

Proof  fpirit,  two  gallons. 
Let  them  fteep  together  for  four  days, 

and  then  diftil  off  two  gallons. 


This  water  is  compofed  of  the 
more  unexceptionable  ingredients 
of  the  aqua  bryonia  of  the  Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia ;  and  pro- 
mifes  to  be  as  ferviceable  an  anti- 
hyfteric,  as  asny  of  the  more  labo* 
rious  compofltions  of  this  kind. 

Aqua  aromatica,  ejufdem. 
Aromatic  water. 
Take  of 

Canella  alba,  half  a  pound; 
Lemon  peel,  frelh,  four  ounces  j 
LefTer     cardamom    feeds,    two 

ounces ; 
Proof  fpirit,  two  gallons. 
Let  thefe  ingredients  fteep  together 
four  days,  and  then  draw  off 
two  gallons  by  diftillation. 

This  is  a  very  elegant  aromatic 
water, 
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tvater,  cheaper  and  more  fimple 
than  the  aqua  mirahilis,  whofe 
place  it  is  intended  to  fupply.  It 
neverthelefs  feems  ftill  rather  too 
dear  for  the  purpofes  of  an  hofpi- 
tal :  the  following  well  deferves  to 
be  introducedin  its  room. 

Take  of 

Jamaica  pepper,  half  a  pound  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  three  gallons ; 
Water,  a  fuihcient  quantity. 

Draw  off  by  diftillation  three  gal- 
lons. 

This  water  is  far  more  agreeable 
than  a  fimple  water  drawn  from  the 
fame  fpice;  and  has  long  had  a 
place  among  the  cordials,  both  of 
the  diftiller  and  apothecary. 

Aqua  epidemia,  Edinb. 
Plague  water. 
Take  of 

Mafterwort  roots,  a  pound  and 

a  half; 
Angelica  feeds, 

Elder  flowers,  each  half  a  pound  ; 
Proof  fpirit,  three  gallons  : 
Water,  a  fufficient  quantity. 
Steep  the  other  ingredients  in  the 
fpirit  for  four  days,  and  then  di- 
ftil  off  two  gallons  and  a  half; 
to  which  add  half  a  gallon  of 
diflilled  vinegar. 

This  is  an  elegant  fubftitute  for 
the  more  compounded,  though  not 
more  efficacious,  aqua  theriacalis. 
It  keeps  better  than  the  aqua  alexe- 
teria  cum  aceto  of  the  fhops ;  which 
advantage  is  owing  to  its  not  being 
drawn  fo  low. 

Aqua   ophthalmica,  Edinb, 
Eye-water. 
Take  of 

White  vitriol,  half  an  ounce ; 
Water  four  pints. 
Boil  them  till  the  vitriol  is  diilblv- 
ed,  and  filter  the  liquor, 
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Where  the  eyes  are  watery  or 
inflamed,  this  fimple  folution  of 
white  vitriol  is  a  very  ufeful  appli- 
cation :  the  {lighter  inflammations 
will  frequently  yield  to  this  medi- 
cine, without  any  other  afli dance  : 
in  the  more  violent  ones,  venasfec- 
tion  and  cathartics  are  to  be  pre- 
mifed  to  its  ufe. 

Ac^ua  picea,  EdinbJ 
Tar  water. 
Take  of 

Tar,  two  pounds  j 
Water,  one  gallon. 
Stir  them  ftrongly  together  with  £ 
wooden  rod  ;  and  after  Handing 
to  fettle  for  two  days,  pour  off 
the  water  for  ufe. 

Tar  water  has  lately  been  re- 
commended to  the  world  as  a  cer- 
tain and  fafe  medicine  in  almoft  all 
difeafes ;  a  flow,  yet  effectual  alte- 
rative in  cachexies,  fcurvies,  chlo- 
rotic,  hyfterical,  hypochondriacal, 
and  other  chronical  complaints ; 
and  a  fudden  remedy  in  acute  di« 
flempers  which  demand  immediate 
relief,  as  pleurifies,  peripneumo- 
nies,  the  fmall  pox,  and  all  kinds 
of  fevers  in  general.  The  medi- 
cine, though  certainly  far  inferior 
to  the  character  that  has  been  given 
of  it,  is  doubtlefs  in  many  cafes  of 
confiderable  utility  :  it  fenfibly 
raifes  the  pulfe  ;  and  occafions 
fome  confiderable  evacuation,  ge- 
nerally by  perforation  or  urine, 
though  fometimes  by  ftool  or  vo- 
mit :  hence  it  is  fuppofed  to  act  by 
increafing  the  vis  vitas,  and  ena- 
bling nature  to  expel  the  morbific 
humors. 

We  fhall  here  infert,  from  the 
firft  public  recommender  of  this 
liquor  (bifhop  Berkeley)  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  the  manner  of  ufing 
it.  "  Tar  water,  when  right,  is 
"  not  paler  than  French,  nor 
'[  deeper  coloured  than  Spanifh 
N  n  z  *'  white 
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*'  white  wine,  and  full  as  clear ; 
"  if  there  be  not  a  fpirit  very  fen- 
"  fibly  perceived  in  drinking,  you 
'"'  may  conclude  the  tar  water  is 
'*  not  good.  It  may  be  drank  ei- 
*'*  ther  cold  or  warm  :  in  colics,  I 
"  take  it  to  be  beft  warm.  As  to 
"  the  quantity  in  co.ninon  chroni- 
"  cal  indifpofitions,  a  pint  a  day 
"  may  fuffice,  taken  on  an  empty 
"  ftomachj  at  two  or  four  times, 
"  to  wit  nighc  and  morning,  and 
"  about  two  hours  after  dinner  and 
"  breakfaft:  more  may  be  taken 
«'  by  ftrong  ftomachs.  But  thcfe 
te  who  labour  under  great  and  in- 
tl  veterate  maladies,  mull  drink  a 
ft  greater  quantity,  at  leaft  a  quart 
"  every  twenty-four  hours  :  all  of 
"  this  clafs  muft  have  much  pa- 
"  tience  and  perfeverance  in  the 
*'  ufe  of  this,  as  well  as  of  all 
*'  other  medicines,  which  though 
*'  fure*  muft  yet,  in  the  nature  of 
*e  things,  be  flow  in  the  cure  of  in- 
■*  veterate  chronical  diforders.  In 
*'  acute  cafes,,  fevers  of  all  kinds, 
"  it  muft  be  drank  in  bed  warm, 
**  and  in  great  quantity  (the  fever 
*'?  ftill  enabling  the  patient  to  drink) 
*'  perhaps  a  pintevery  hour,  which 
"  I  have  known  to  work  furpriz- 
°  ing  cures.  But  it  works  fo 
"  quick,  and  gives  fuch  fpirits, 
**  that 'the  patients  often  think 
"  themfelves  cured  before  the  fe- 
ec  ver  hath  quite  left  them." 

Balsamum  anodynum,  Edinb. 

Amdyne  half  can. 
Take  of 

The  faponaceous  balfam,  called 
opodeldoc,  one  pound  and  a 
half; 
Liquid  laudanum,  half  a  pound. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  compofition  is  taken  from 
Bates.  -  It  is  uf-d  externally,  for 
eafing  arthritic  pairis,  retraining 
vomiting,  and  other  like  diforders 


of  the   ftomachj    and  likewife  in 
the  fluotf  albus.     See  page  5 1  3. 

Bolus   alexeterius,- Edinb. 
Alexeterial  bolus. 
Take  of 

Virginian      fnakeroot,       fifteen 

grains ; 
Caltor,  ten  grains ; 
Camphor,  three  grains ; 
Syrup   of  fugar,   as  much  as  is 
fumcient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  bolus  is  given,  as  an  alexi- 
pharmac,  in  low  fevers,  and  re- 
peated every  fix  hours  or  oftner, 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
fymptoms. 

Bolus  ex  alumine, 
Nofocom.  Lufitanic.  Lond. 
Alum  bolus. 
Take  of 

Alum,  fifteen  grains  j 
Extradl  of  Peruvian  bark, 
iNutmeg,  each  ten  grains; 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much   as  will 
reduce  them  into  a  proper  con- 
fidence for  a  bolus. 

This  compofition  is  a  very  ftrong 
aftringent,  anc  as  fuch  is  ufed  with 
fuccefs  in  violent  uterine  hcemorrha- 
gies,  and  other  immoderate  fecre- 
tions  which  require  to  be  fpeedily 
reftrained.  It  may  be  taken  twice 
a  day  ;  or  if  the  flux  is  very  vio- 
lent, every  four  or  fix  hours  till  it 
abates. 

Alum  is  frequently  apt  to  occa- 
fion  violent  pains  of  the  bowels  ;  it 
may  therefore  be  proper  to  begin 
with  leiier  doles  than  that  here  pre- 
scribed ;  :,nd  increafe  it  by  degrees, 
as  far  as  the  patient  can  bear  it 
without  inconvenience. 

Bolus   antidysi- ntericus. 
Antidyf enteric  bolus. 
Take  of 

London 
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London  philonium,  half  a  dram  ;  or  oil  of  hirtfhorn;  five  drops  j 

Simple  fyrup,  a  luificient  quan- 
tity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus. 


Rhubarb,  ten  grains ; 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 
ficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 


In  dyfenteries,  or  alvine  fluxes 
accompanied  with  a  tenefmus  and 
gripes,  after  the  firft  paffages  have 
been  fufficiently  cleanied  by  mild 
emetics  and  cathartics  (as  ipecaco- 
anha  and  rhubirb)  this  bolus  gene- 
rally takes  place  effectually.  If 
given  before  thefe  neceflary  evacu- 
ations, it  eafes  the  pains,  and  mo- 
derates the  flux  for  a  fhort  time  : 
but  this  relief  is  not  only  of  fhort 
duration,  but  likewife  fometimes  of 
fatal  confequence  ;  the  retention 
of  the  acrid  and  corrupted  humors 
occafioned  by  it,  continually  renew- 
ing and  aggravating  the  difeafe. 
The  rhubarb  is  fuppofed  to  prevent 
this  ill  effecl,  though  the  quantity 
here  directed  can  avail  but  little. 
The  philonium  in  this  bolus  con- 
tains five  fixths  of  a  grain  of  opium. 

Bolus  e  camphor  a,  Lufitan. 
Camphor  bolus. 
Take  of 

Camphor,   one  fcruple  ; 
Gum  Arabic,  half  a  dram; 
Syrup  of  marfhmailows,  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  to  make  them 
into  a  bolus. 

This  is  a  very  convenient  form 
for  the  exhibition  of  camphor  :  this 
drug,  however,  when  thus  given 
by  itfelf  in  large  dofes,  is  apt  to 
r.aufeate  the  ftomach;  and  rarely 
has  fo  good  effects,  as  when  mixed 
in  fmall  quantities  with  nitre,  or 
other  like  fubftances,  and  frequent- 
ly repeated. 


Bolus 

Take  of 
Caftor, 


E     CASTOREO, 

Cajlor  bolus. 

one  fcruple ; 


Edinb. 


Salt  of  hartlhorn,   five  cr2ins 


This  medicine  is  given  in  hyfte- 
rical  and  hypochondriacal  diibr- 
ders,  and  likewife  as  an  alexiphar- 
mac  in  fevers.  Its  virtues,  which 
are  great  and  unqueftionabc,  de- 
pend more  upon  the  fetid  animal 
oil,  or  volatile  fak\  than  on  the 
drug  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 

Bolus   e    creta,  Luf. 
Chalk  bolus. 
Take  of 

Prepared  chalk,  one  fcruple  ; 
Nutmeg,   half  a  fcs  uple  } 
Simple  fyrup,   a'  fufficient  quan- 
tity to   reduce    them  into  a 
bolus. 

Where  a  reduncy  of  acid  hu- 
mors in  the  firft  paifages  occafions 
gripes,  heartburns,  four  eructa- 
tions, and  other  like  complaints; 
this  bolus  is  a  very  effectual  reme- 
dy, not  inferior  in  virtue  to  the 
more  compounded  cardialcnc  lo- 
zenges of  the  fhops. 

Bolus  diaphoreticus,  Edinb. 
Diaphoretic  bolus. 
Take  of 

Compound    powder  of  contra- 

yerva, 
Crude  fal  ammoniac,  each  one 

fcruple ; 
Simple  fyrup,  a  fufhcient  quan- 
tity to  form  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  bolus  is  given  in  fevers, 
and  other  cafes  where  a  diaphore- 
iis  is  to  be  promoted.  Sal  ammo- 
niac is  for  this  purpofe  one  of  the 
moft  efficacious  of  the  neutral  falts. 
It  requires,  however,  when  thus 
given  in  a  folid  form,  to  be  affifted 
by  warm  diiuters,  frequently  re- 
peated ;  which  not  only  promote 
N  n  3  its 
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its  attion,  but  likevvife  prevent  its 
fetting  uneafy  on  the  itomach. 

Bolus  diureticus,  Edinb. 
Diuretic  bolus. 
Take  of 
<£■      White  foap,  two  fcruples  ; 
{       Effential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 
$  from  ten  to  twenty  drops. 

i  Make  them  into  a  bolus. 
-i 
-  -    j 

This  is  a  very  powerful  deter- 

j  gent,  aperient,  and  diuretic.     It  is 

2  frequently  exhibited  with  fuccefs  in 

Y%  hydropic  cafes ;   and  in  fuch  icteri- 

s/>  cal  disorders  as  arife  from  a  vifcidi- 

£"\    ~A  ty  of  the  bile,  or  obftru&ions  of 

"^  the  biliary  dufts,  which  are  ufually 

r  accompanied  with  coftivenefs  and 

i>     !TV  whitifh  flpols;    in    jaundices  pro- 

*    ^  ceeding  from  a  too  great  attenua- 

l   tion  of  the  bile  (which  are  attended 

*     with  a  loofenefs  and  yellow  (tools) 

jnedicines  of  this  kind  are  manifefc- 

3y  improper. 

Bolus   e  gambogia,  sive 

HYDRAGOGUS,    Lufit. 

Gamboge,   or  Jrjdragogue  bolus. 
Take  of 
Gamboge, 
Cryfcals  of  tartar,  each  half  a 

fcruple ; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,   a  fufficient 
quantity  to  reduce  them  into 
a  bolus. 

This  bolus  is  a  flrong  cathartic, 
and  as  fuch  is  commonly  given  in 
hydropic  cafes,  once  or  twice  a 
week  j  according  as  the  patient 
can  bear  its  operation.  The  cry- 
jlals  of  tartar  prevent  the  gamboge 
from  proving  emetic,  or  producing 
the  ill  effects  which  it  would  be 
apt  to  do  by  itfelf. 

Bolus  guaiacinus,  Edinb. 
Guaiacum  bolus. 
Take  of 

Extract  of  guaiacum;,  two  fcruples  j 


Salt  of  hartfhorn,  feven  grains 
Simple  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Make  them  into  a  bolus., 

In  chronical  rheumatifms ,  whe- 
ther the  remains  of  a  rheumatic  fe- 
ver, or  a  continuation  of  pains  that 
proceeded  at  firft  from  neglected 
colds,  this  bolus  has  generally  good 
effects.  It  is  to  be  taken  once  a 
week,  or  oftner,  the  patient  keep- 
ing warm,  and  drinking  warm  li- 
quors, to  promote  its  operation  as 
a  cathartic  and  diaphoretic.  Its 
ufe  ought  to  be  accompanied  by 
venaefeftion,  which  is  to  be  repeat- 
ed every  eight  or  ten  days  as  long 
as  the  blood  is  fizy.  This  medi- 
cine is  likewife  exhibited  in  fciatic, 
arthritic,  and  other  pains  not  ac- 
companied with  a  fizinefs  of  blood ; 
in  thefe  it  much  more  frequently 
fails  than  in  the  true  rheumatifm. 

Bolus  jalafp.ss,  sive  purgans, 

Jalap,  or  purging  bolus. 
Take  of 

Jalap,  one  ounce ; 
Jamaica  pepper, 
Cryftals  of  tartar,  each  one  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  as  much  as 
will  reduce  them  into  a  mafs 
of  a  due  confiftence. 

Two  fcruples  of  this  mafs  may 
be  made  into  a  bolus  for  one  dofe. 
It  is  a  purgative  of  fufficient  effica- 
cy, and  almoft  univerfally  mild  and 
fafe. 

Bolus  jalafpje  cum  mercurio, 
Edinb. 
Jalap  bolus  nuith  ?nercury. 
Take  of 

Choice  jalap,  one  fcruple  ; 
Calomel,  from  five  to  ten  grains  \ 
Simple  fyrup,   as  much  as  will 
make  them  into  a  bolus. 


This  likewife  is  an  effectual  and 
faff 
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fafe  cathartic,  and  may  be  ufed  in 
cutaneous  diforders,  dropfies,  and 
other  difeafes,  where  mercurial  pur- 
gatives are  proper. 


Bolus  mercurialis 

EMETICUS,     Luflt. 

Emetic  mercurial  bolus. 
Take  of 

Yellow    emetic 
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Bolus  ipecacoanh^e, 
Bolus  of  ifecacoanha. 
Take  of 

Ipecacoanha,  five  grains  j 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  will  make  it  into  a  bolus. 

In  dyfenteries,  a  vomit  of  ipe- 
cacoanha, given  after  bleeding,  re- 
moves the  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach 
generally  complained  of  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  difeafe.  The  eme- 
tic is  obferved  to  be  the  more  effi- 
cacious in  proportion  to  the  evacua- 
tion of  bile  j  and  to  fucceed  beft 
when  it  alfo  operates  by  ftool.  Both 
thefe  effe&s  are  more  certain,  when 
inftead  of  the  ufual  dofe,  only  the 
quantity  here  directed  is  given  at  a 
time,  and  repeated  twice  or  thrice 
jn  the  fame  day,  till  a  vomit  or 
purging  come  on ;  which  ufually 
happens  before,  or  foon  after  the 
third  dofe.  Fifteen  grains,  given 
in  this  manner,  generally  evacuate 
more  than  thirty  taken  at  once. 

Bolus  mercurialis,  Edinb. 
Mercurial  bolus. 
Take  of 

Calomel,     from  five   to  fifteen 

grains  ; 
Conferve  of  rofes,  half  a  dram. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  bolus  is  given  every  night, 
or  oftner,  for  raifmg  a  falivation, 
in  venereal,  and  other  diforders, 
which  require  that  herculean  ope- 
ration. It  is  likewife  taken  at 
night  as  an  alterative,  to  be  car- 
ried off  next  morning  by  a  cathar- 
tic :  mercurials  exhibited  in  this 
manner,  have  better  effects  than 
when  joined  with  purgatives  di- 
ye&ly. 


grams; 
Conferve  of 


mercury,      {\g 
rofes,    a  Sufficient 


quantity. 
Mix  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  ftrong  emetic  is  given  m 
venereal  and  leprous  difeafes  ;  par- 
ticularly in  the  cafe  of  foul  ulcers 
of  long  Handing,  the  cleanfing  and 
cure  of  which  are  frequently  pro- 
moted by  it.  The  violence  of"  its 
operation  limits  its  ufe  to  robuft 
conftitutions. 

Bolus  pectoralis,  Edinb. 
Pecloral  bolus. 
Take  of 

Sperma  ceti,  fifteen  grains ; 
Gum  ammoniacum,  ten  grains  j 
Salt  of  hartfhorn,  feven  grains  j 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fuf- 
ficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  bolus. 

In  colds  of  long  Handing,  old 
coughs,  afthmas,  and  beginning 
confumptions,  this  bolus  generally 
gives  relief,  efpecially  if  bleeding 
is  premifed,  and  repeated,  if  ne- 
cefTary,  at  proper  intervals. 

Bolus  rhei  cum  mercuric, 

Edinb. 
Bolus  of  rhubarb  with  mercury. 
Take  of 

Choice    rhubarb,     twenty  -  five 

grains  ; 
Calomel,  five  grains; 
Simple  fyrup,    as  much  as  will 
form  them  into  a  bolus. 

This  is  a  very  mild  mercurial 
purgative.  It  is  given  to  aeftroy 
worms,  and  in  cacncctic,  chlorotic, 
and  other  like  diforders. 
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Bolus  theriacalis,  Edinb. 
treacle  bolus. 
Take  of 

Theriaca,  two  fcruples ; 

Salt  of  hartlhorn,  feven  grains ; 

Camphor,  three  grains. 
Mix  and  form  them  into  a  bolus. 

Camphor  and  fait  of  hartlhorn 
when  thus  joined  with  opiates, 
have  in  many  cafes  better  effects 
than  if  exhibited  by  themfelves, 
their  diaphoretic  virtues  being 
greatly  promoted  by  the  relaxation 
which  the  opium  occafions.  The 
quantity  of  theriaca  in  this  bolus 
contains  fomewhat  more  than  a 
ouarter  of  a  grain  of  opium. 

Cataplasma  aromaticum, 
Edinb. 
A  fiarm  aromatic  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

Long  birthwort  roots,  , 

Bay  berries,  » 

Scordium  leaves, 
Cummin  feeds, 
Myrrh,  each  four  ounces ; 
Jamaica  pepper,  two  ounces ; 
Honey,  thrice  the  weight  of  the 
powders. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  poul- 
tice, according  to  art. 

Cataplasma  discutiens,  Edinb. 

Dijcutient  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

Barley  meal,  fix  ounces ; 

Frefh     hemlock,      well  bruifed, 

two  ounces  ; 
Crude    fal    ammoniac,    half    an 

ounce ; 
Vinegar;  a  fufficient  quantity. 
Boil  the    meal    and    the  hemlock 
leaves  for  a  little  time  in  the  vi- 
negar, and  then  mix  with  them 
the  fal  ammoniac. 

Cataplasma  em-lliens,  Edinb. 

Emollient  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

dumb  of  bread,  eight  ounces  j 


White  foap,  one  ounce  ; 
Cows   milk,    frefh,    a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Boil  them  a  little  together. 

Cataplasma  suppurans,  Edinb. 

Suppurating  cataplafin . 
This  is  made  by  adding  to  the  fore- 
going, of 
Raw  onions,  bruifed,  one  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Bafilicum  ointment,  one  ounce. 

Cataplasma  stomachtcum, 
Edinb. 
Stomachic  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

The    aromatic    cataplafm,     one 

ounce ; 
ExprefTedoil  of  mace,  two  drams; 
Anodyne  balfam,    as  n.uch  as  is 
fufficient  to  reduce  them  into 
a  proper  conhflence. 

Cataplasma    camphoratum, 
Edinb.  • 
Camphorated  cataplafm- 
Take  of 

Aromatic  cataplafm,  one  ounce 
Camphor,  one  dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

Cataplasma  ischiadicum, 
Ifchiadic  cataplafm. 
Take  of 

Muftard  feed,  half  a  pound  j 
White  pepper, 
Ginger,  each  one  dram  ; 
Simple  oxvmel,  as  much  as  will 
reduce  them  into  a  cataplafm. 

The  ufe  of  thefe  compofitions 
may  be  eaiily  underftood  from  their 
titles.  It  may  be  proper  to  obferVe, 
with  regard  to  this  laft,  that  it  is 
a  very  ftimulating  application,  and 
frequently  vclicates  the  fkin. 

Cervisia   a'periens,    Edin.b. 
erient  ale. 
Take  of 

Muttard. 
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Muftard    feed,     unbruifed,    ten        Wild  carrot  feeds, 


ounces ; 
Long  birthwort  root,  fix  ounces ; 
Lefler  centaury  tops,  two  ounces ; 
Savin  tops,  one  ounce  : 
New  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons. 

This  is  an  ufeful  aperient  diet- 
drink  in  cachectic  and  chlorotic  in- 
difpofitions,  and  in  all  cafes  where 
obitructions  begin  to  form  in  the 
vifcera.  It  is  to  be  taken  to  the 
quantity  of  half  a  pint  at  a  time, 
twice  a  day. 

Cervisia  cefhalica,  Edinb. 
Cephalic  ale. 
Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  ten  ounces ; 
Muftard  feed,  whole,  fix  ounces ; 
Virginian  fnakeroot,  two  ounces ; 
Rofemary,  or  fage,  three  ounces ; 
New  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons. 

The  ingredients  of  this  compofi- 
tion  are  all  of  the  warm  and  ftimu- 
lating  kind  ;  and  confequently  tend 
to  invigorate  the  nervous  fyftem, 
and  promote  the  circulation  of  the 
fluids.  In  palfies,  epilepfies,  and 
vertigoes,  fome  benefit  may  be  ex- 
pected from  this  liquor  ufed  as 
common  drink. 

Cervi  =  ia  diuretica. 
Diuretic  ale. 
Take  of  i . 

Muftard  feed,  whole, 
Juniper  berries,  each  eight  ounces  ; 
Wild  carrot  feed,  three  ounces  ; 
Common  wormwood,  two  ounces  j 
New  fmall  ale,   ten  gallons. 

Take  of  2. 

Broom  tops, 

Muftard  feed,  each  fixteen  ounces ; 
Flower-de-luce  roots, 
Sharp-pointed  dock  roots,  each 

twelve  ounces ; 
Winter's  bark, 
Eider  bark, 


Juniper  berries,  each  two  pounds ; 
New  ftrong  ale,  twelve  gallons. 

In  hydropic  cafes,  and  corpulent 
fcorbutic  habits,  theie  aperient  and 
diuretic  liquors  are  very  ufeful  diet- 
drinks.  Haifa  pint  of  either  may 
be  taken  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Cervisia  ad  scorbuticos, Edinb, 

Scorbutic  ale. 
Take  of 

Horfe-radifh   root,     frefh,      one 

pound ; 
Sharp  pointed  dock  roots,    half 

a  pound  j 
Canella  alba,  two  ounces ; 
Buckbean     leaves,    frefh,     eight 
ounces ;  or  dried,  three  ounces ; 
New  fmall  ale,  ten  gallons. 


In  fcorbutic  diforders,  and  im- 
purities of  the  blood  and  juices, 
this  liquor,  ufed  as  common  drink, 
generally  does  good  fervice.  All 
the  ingredients  are  very  effectual 
for  the  intention,  and  well  fuited 
to  the  form, 

Collyrium    album,  Edinb. 
The  ivhite    collyrium. 
Take  of 

Rofe  water,  fix  ounces ; 
White  troches  of  Razi,  or  com- 
pound powder  of  ceruffe,  one 
dram  ; 
White  vitriol,  ten  grains. 
Mix   them  together   according    to 
art. 

This  is  a  very  ufeful  collyrium 
in  inflammations  and  defluxions  of 
thin  acrid  humors  on  the  eyes.  See 
the  remark  on  the  eye  water,  page 
547- 

Collyrium  aluminosum,  Edinb. 

Alum   collyrium. 
Take  of 

Alum,  half  a  dram ; 

The 
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The  white  of  one  egg. 
Agitate  them  well  together. 

The  flighter  inflammations  of 
the  eyes,  occasioned  by  dull,  ex- 
pofure  to  the  iun,  or  other  like 
caufes,  are  generally  removed  by 
fomenting  them  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  and  walhing  them  with 
the  foregoing  colly rium.  Where 
the  complaint  is  more  violent,  this 
preparation,  after  the  inflammation 
lias  yielded  a  little  to  bleeding,  is 
one  of  the  belt  external  remedies. 
It  is  to  be  fpread  on  lint,  and  ap- 
plied at  bed-time. 

Confectio  roborans,   Edinb. 
Strengthening   confeclion. 
Take  of 

Bole  armenic*    prepared,    three 

ounces ; 
Tormentil  root, 
Nutmeg, 

Olibanum,  each  two  ounces ; 
Opium,  purified,  one  dram  and 

a  half  j 
Syrup   of  dry   rofes,   thrice   the 
weight  of  the  powders. 
Mix  them  together,    according  to 
art. 

This  is  an  elegant  fuccedaneum 
to  the  elefiarium  e  fcordio,  or  diaf- 
cordium,  of  the  fhops  ;  not  inferior 
in  efficacy,  though  far  lefs  com- 
pounded. In  diarrhceas  and  dyf- 
enteries,  after  fuitable  evacuations, 
it  proves  a  medicine  of  great  utili- 
ty ;  efpecially  if  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  and  frequently  repeated  : 
half  an  ounce  of  the  compofition 
contains  one  grain  of  opium. 

Decoctum   antifebrile. 
Antifebrile  decottion. 
Take  of- 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  bruifcd, 
Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  each 

three  drams  ; 
Water,  one  pint. 


Boil  them  to  half  a  pint,  and 
ing  ftrained   off  the  liquor, 
with  it,  of 
Spirituous    cinnamon  water,     ^ 

ounce  and  a  half; 
Syrup  of  clove  july-flowers, 

drams. 

In  the  putrid  malignant 
arifing  from  foul  air  in  c 
hofpitals  and  jails,  this  med 
given  with  remarkaule  fuccefs.  in 
the  lew  ftate  of  this  dangerous  dif- 
eafe,  when  the  puhe,  before  quick, 
begins  to  fink,  the  ftupdjr  10  in- 
creafe,  and  petechias  to  appear;  it 
is  one  of  the  moil:  effectual  reme- 
dies for  Supporting  the  iiis  vitee^ 
promoting  a  critical  ciiapho;  , 
and  correcting  the  putrid  humors, 
Four  fpoonfuls  of  che  decoction  are 
to  be  taken  every  four  or  fix  hours ; 
and  moderate  quantities  of  wine, 
or  cordial  bolufes  with  volatile  falts> 
interpoied  at  proper  intervals. 

Decoctum    antihecticum, 

Edinb. 

Antihciilc  decofliott. 

Take  of 

Comfryroot, 

Eryngo  root,  each  half  an  ounce ; 
Conferve  of  rofes,  two  ounces ; 
Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol,    forty 

drops ; 
Water,  three  pints. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  roots  and 
the  conferve,  till  one  pint  is 
wafted  ;  then  flrain  off  the  re- 
maining liquor,  and  add  to  it  the 
dulcified  fpirit. 

This  deco&ion  is  ufefully  given 
in  hectic  cafes,  where  thin  acrimo- 
nious humors  abound,  and  in  be- 
ginning confumptions.  The  dofe 
is  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  to  be  taken 
two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Decoctum    astringens,  |Edinb» 

J     *  Take 
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Take  of 

Tormentil  root,  one  ounce  ; 

Granate  peel, 

Plantane   leaves,    each    half  an 
ounce ; 

Syrup  of  dry  rofes,  one  ounce ; 

Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  tormentil, 

granate  peel,   and  plantane,  till 

one  pint  is  walled,    adding  the 

cinnamon  towards  the  end  :  then 

ftrain  off  the  decoction,   and  mix 

with  it  the  fyrup. 

The  title  of  this  preparation 
fufRciently  expreffes  its  virtues.  Ihe 
dofe,  in  fluxes  where  the  morbid 
matter  has  been  evacuated,  and  af- 
tringency  is  the  only  indication,  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  pint  three  or 
four  times  a  day. 

Decoctum  bardan/E,    Edinb. 
Decoction  of  burdock. 

Take  of 

Burdock  roots,  two  ounces  5 
Vitriolated  tartar,  one  dram  1 
Water,  three  pints. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  roots,  fo 
long,  that  the  liquor  when  (train- 
ed may  amount  only  to  a  quart ; 
to  which  add  the  vitriolated  tar- 
tar. 

This  decoction  is  drank  to  the 
quantity  of  a  pint  a  day,  as  a  mild 
aperient,  diuretic,  and  fweetner, 
in  fcorbutic  and  rheumatic  com- 
plaints. 

Decoctum  camp E che NSE,Edinb. 
Decoclion  of  /og--wood. 

Take  of 

Shavings    of    logwood,      three 

ounces ; 
Cinnamon  two  drams  ; 
Water,  four  pints. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  logwood 
till  half  the  liquor  is  wafted,  add- 
ing the  cinnamon  towards  the 
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end  of  the  boiling;   then  ftrain 
out  the  decoclion  for  ufe. 

This  is  an  agreeable,  mild,  re- 
ftringent  medicine.  It  is  given  in. 
diarrhoeas,  and  other  fluxes,  where 
ftronger  aitringents  would  be  im- 
proper or  unfafe,  in  dofes  of  a  quar- 
ter of  a  pint  three  or  four  times  a 
day.  It  generally  tinges  the  ftools 
red,  which  has  occafioned  fome  to 
be  alarmed,  as  if  the  colour  pro- 
ceeded from  a  difcharge  of  blood  : 
the  patient  therefore  is  to  be  cau- 
tioned againft  any  furprize  on  that 
account. 

Decoctum  commune,  Edinb; 
Common  decoclion. 
Take  of 

Mallow  leaves, 

Lhamemel    flowers,    each   one 

ounce  j 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Boil  them  to  four  pints,  and  drain 
out  the  liquor. 

This  decoclion  is  ufed  only  for 
glyiters,  and  as  a  foft  emollient  fo- 
mentation. 

Decoctum   diureticum, 
Diuretic  decoclion. 
Take  of  1 . 

Parfley,     or    fennel  roots,    one 

ounce ; 
Wild  carrot  feeds,  three  drams ; 
Pellitory  of  the  wail,     half  an 

ounce ; 
Raifins,  two  ounces  j 
Nitre,  one  dram ; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  roots,  feeds, 
pellitory,    and  raiflns,    fo   long 
that  there  may  be  only  two  pints 
of    liquor    after    {training  j    in 
which  diffolve  the  nitre. 


Take  of  2. 

Grafs  roots,  two  ounces  j 


Sorrel, 


556 


Pharmacopeia  Pauperum. 

forrel   leaves,    in  its  refinous  fubflance,  which  thoT  ' 
it  may  be  totally  melted  out  by  the 
heat  of  boiling  water,  remains  only 
partially  fufpended   in  that    men- 
ftruum. 


and   a 


Sorrel,    or  wood 

one  handful ; 
Tamarinds,    an    ounce 

half; 
Nitre,  two  drams ; 
Barley  water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  roots  in  the  barley  water, 
till  one  pint  of  the  liquor  is  wafted, 
adding  towards  the  end  the  for- 
rel, tamarinds,  and  nitre  ;  then 
{train  out  the  apozem  for  ufe. 

Take  of  3. 

Marfhmallow   roots,   frelh,    one 

pound  i 
Fennel  roots,  half  a  pound  ; 
Nitre,  half  an  ounce ; 
Water,  one  gallon. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  roots,  till 
one  fourth  of  the  liquor  is  waft- 
ed :  then  ftrain  off  the  remain- 
ing deco&ion,  and  diffolve  in  it 
the  nitre. 

Thefe  cooling  aperient  liquors 
are  ufed  as  common  drink  for  pro- 
moting urine  in  nephritic  difeafes. 
They  may  be  taken  with  fafety,  and 
often  with  good  effect,  in  inflam- 
matory cafes,  where  the  hot  ftimu- 
lating  diuretics  would  be  manifeftly 
prejudicial. 

Dscoctum  Peruvianum,  Lufit. 

Peruvian  decoBion. 
Take  of 

Peruvian  bark,  in  powder,  two 
ounces ; 

Water,  three  pints 
Boil  them  together,  till  one  pint  of 

the  liquor    is  wafted,    and  then 

ftrain  off"  the  remaining  decoction 

for  ufe. 

This  decoction  mould  be  paiTed 
only  through  a  coarfe  ftrainer,  and 
drank  whilft  turbid  :  if  fullered  to 
ftand  till  clear,  the  more  efficacious 
parts  of  the  bark  will  fubfide.  We 
have  formerly  obferved,  that  the 
virtues  of  this  drug  confut  chiefly 


Decoctum  senekje,  Edinb, 
Deco  Elian  offeneka. 
Take  of 

Seneka    rattlefnake    root,     one 

ounce ; 
Water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Boil  to  one  pint,  and  ftrain. 

The  virtues  of  this  decoction 
will  be  eafily  under  flood  from  thofe 
of  the  root  which  it  is  prepared 
from.  See  page  206.  The  dofe, 
in  hydropic  cafes,  and  rheumatic, 
or  arthritic  complaints,  is  two 
ounces,  to  be  repeated  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  according  to  its 
effea.  ■ 

Decoctum  vulner arium, Edinb. 

Vulnerary  decoilion. 
Take  of 

The  herb  groundivy, 

Plantane  leaves, 

White  fugar,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 

Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  the  herbs  in  the  water,  fo  long, 

that  there  may  be  only  two  pints 

of  {trained  liquor ;  in  which  dif- 

folve  the  fugar. 

The  herbs  which  give  virtue  to 
this  decodHon,  have  long  been  ce- 
lebrated as  fpecifics  for  the  cure  of 
internal  contufions  and  ulceration.-, 
of  coughs  and  pulmonary  phthifes 
proceeding  either  from  bruifes,  or 
an  erofion  of  the  vifcera  fiom  a 
fpontancous  acrimony  of  the  hu- 
mors. Though  the  real  virtues  of 
thefe  plants  fall  fhort  of  the  cha- 
racter which  has  been  ufually  given 
of  them,  yet  experience  has  (hewn 
that  they  are  fupeiior  to  numerous 
oihcrs  which  have  been  very  ftrong- 
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Btly  recommended.  The  decoction 
Hof  them,  here  prefcribed,  is  taken 
I  to  the  quantity  of  a  pint  a  day. 

Electarium  aciddm, 
Acid  eleclary. 
Take  of 

Conferve   of    wood-forrel,    four 

ounces ; 
Creme  of  tartar,  fix  drams ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  two  drams ; 
Syrup   of  lemon  juice,    a   fuffi- 
cient  quantity  to   make  them 
into  an  electary. 

In  inflammatory  diflempers  pro- 
ceeding from  acrid  bile,  in  putrid 
fcurvies,  or  any  diforders  arifing 
from  an  alcalelcent  ftate  of  the  ani- 
mal juices,  this  agreeable  acid  elec- 
tary  proves  an  uleful  cooler,  ape- 
rient and  laxative,  at  the  fame  time 
correcting  the  preternatural  difpo- 
fition  of  the  food  and  juices  in  the 
firfi  pafTages.  The  quantity  of  a 
nutmeg  may  be  taken  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  or  oftner. 

Electuarium 

ANTIDYSENTERICUM,  Edinb. 

Antidyfenteric  eleclary. 
Take  of 

The     flrengthening    confection, 

one  ounce  ; 
Locatelli's  balfam,  half  an  ounce; 
Choice  rhubarb,  two  drams  ; 
Syrup  of  marfhmalicws,  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity. 
DifTolve    the  balfarn  in  the  yolk  of 
an  egg,  and  then  mix  with  it  the 
other  ingredients. 

This  eleclary  is  excellently  well 
calculated  for  the  cure  of  dyfente- 
ries  ,■  as  it  tends  not  only  to  mode- 
rate the  difcharge,  but  likewife  to 
eafe  the  gripes  which  always  ac- 
company this  diftemper,  and  to 
heal  the  excoriations  of  the  bowels  ; 
the  rhubarb  at  the  fame  time,  in 
fome  meafure,  guarding  againil  a 
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dangerous  retention,  or  accumula- 
tion of  the  morbid  humor.,  ["he  ef- 
fects of  this  ingredient,  however, 
when  thus  taken  in  fmall  doies  in, 
conjunction  with  others  o.l  a  differ 
rent  quality,  are  no*  confideraHtS 
enough  to  fupferfede  the  j.lc  or*  eva- 
cuations before  this  medicine  is 
ventured  on  :  one  or  more  full  dofes 
of  rhubarb  ought  in  mofl  cafes  to 
precede  its  life.  The  dofe  of  this 
compofition  is  the  bulk  of  a  large 
nutmeg,  to  be  taken  once  or  twice 
a  day,  according  to  the  urgency  of 
of  the  fymptoms,, 

Electua  rium 
balsamicum,  Edinb. 
Balfamic  eleclary. 
Take  of 

Conferve  of  rofes,  two  ounces  j 
Locatelli's  balfam,  one  ounce, 
DifTolve  the  balfam  in  the  yolk  cf 
an  egg,  and  then  mix  therewith 
the  conferve. 

This  electary  is  ufed  in  fuck 
coughs  and  diforders  of  the  breaft 
as  give  fufpicion  of  any  internal  ul- 
cerations ;  in  the  vomica,  or  fup- 
puration  in  the  flomach,  which 
fometimes  happens  after  dyfente- 
ries  ;  and  where  there  is  an  erofioa 
or  rupture  of  the  blood  veffels,  as 
in  haemoptoes.  In  thefe  cafes,  the 
bulk  of  a  nutmeg  is  to  be  taken  fox 
a  dofe  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Electuarium  ce?halicum3 
Edinb. 
Cephalic  eleclary. 
Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root, 

Mifletoe   of  the   oak,  each  one 

ounce  ; 
Simple  fyrup,  a   fufficient  quan- 
ty. 
Make  them  into  an  electary. 

The  bulk  of  a  large  nutmeg  of 
this  eleclary  is  given  three  or  tour 

times 
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times  a  day,  in  epilepiies,  vertigo's, 
and  other  like  complaints ;  with 
good  fuccefs.  Though  the  virtues 
afcribed  to  the  milletoe  are  greatly 
to  be  difputed,  yet  the  valerian 
root,  a  medicine  of  undoubted  effi- 
cacy in  thefe  diforders,  is  here  in 
fufficient  quantity  to  anfwer  consi- 
derable purpofes. 

ELECTARIUM  CHALYBEATUM,Luf. 

Chalybeat  eleSlary. 
Take  of 

Ruft  of  fteel,  fix  drams ; 
Candied  ginger,  one  ounce ; 
Conferve  of  orange  peel,   three 

ounces ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much  as 
will  reduce  them  into  a  proper 
confiftence. 

This  elegant  chalybeat  medicine 
is  given  to  good  advantage,  not 
only  in  cachectic  and  chlorotic 
cafes,  and  menftrual  obftrudions  -, 
but  likewife  in  low  hyfteric,  and 
melancholic  diforders ;  and  for 
warming  and  invigorating  the  ha- 
bit in  great  debilities  and  decays 
of  conftitution.  In  eithe1-  of  thefe 
intentions  the  bulk  of  a  nutmeg  is 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  and  its 
efFefts  promoted  by  moderate  exer- 
cife. 

Electarium  AD  GONORRHOEAM, 

EleElaryfor  a  gonorrhoea. 
Take  of  i . 

Lenitive  ele&ary,  three  ounces ; 
jalap,  three  drams ; 
Nitre,  one  dram  and  a  half; 
Simple  fyrup,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity to  make  them    into    an 
eleclary. 

Take  of  2. 

Lenitive  ele&ary,  one  pound  ; 
Ealfam  ofcopaiva,  half  a  pound; 
Rhubarb, 
Gum  guaiacum. 


Nitre,  each  four  ounces  ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  mucJ 
as  will  reduce  them  into  a  pro- 
per confiftence  for  an  electary. 

The  firft  of  thefe  compositions  is 
a  cooling  laxative,  or  gently  pur- 
gative medicine,  calculated  for  the 
relief  of  the  inflammation  and  ten- 
fion  of  the  urinary  paflages,  which 
always  accompany  a  virulent  go- 
norrhoea :  in  this  intention,  a  dram 
and  a  half  is  direfted  to  be  taken 
every  morning  and  evening.  The 
fecond  is  defigned  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  parts,  after  the  virulence  is 
expelled,  and  the  heat  and  inflam- 
mation have  ceafed :  the  bulk  of  a 
nutmeg  may  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a  day. 

Electarium  e  gummi 

GUAIACO,  Lufit. 

Eletlary  of  gum  guaiacum. 
Take  of 

Gum  guaiacum, 

Compound  powder  of  arum, 

Canella  alba,  each  fix  drams ; 

Conferve  of  fcurvy  grafs,  two 
ounces ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  will  bring  them  into  a  pro- 
per confiftence. 

In  chronical  rheumatifms,  pains, 
and  aches  in  general,  that  are  not 
accompanied  with  inflammation, 
and  fome  kinds  of  paralytic  numb- 
nefies,  this  warm  ftimulating  elec- 
tary  has  frequently  good  effects  ; 
efpecially  if  properly  affifted  by 
other  remedies.  The  quantity  of 
a  nutmeg  may  be  taken  twice  a 
day. 

Electarium  ex  helleboro 
nigro,  Lufit. 
Eletlary  of  black  hellebore. 
Take  of 

Black  hellebore  root, 

Extract 
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'ft  of  favin, 
Compound   powder    of   myrrh, 
each  half  an  ounce  ; 
nella  alba,  two  drams  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  elec- 
tary. 

This  ele&ary  is  calculated  for 
promoting  the  natural  evacuations 
from  the  uterus  :  for  this  purpofe, 
in  perfons  of  a  plethoric  fanguine 
temperament,  it  is  a  medicine  of 
great  power  ;  but  rarely  anfwers  fo 
well  in  lax  phlegmatic  habits.  In 
thefe  laft,  any  of  the  foluble  pre- 
parations of  fteel  will  be  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  which  the 
hellebore  is  in  the  former.  The 
mean  dofe  of  the  compofition  here 
prefcribed  is  half  a  dram. 

ELECTUARIUM  LENITIVUM,Edinb. 

Lenitive  eleclary. 
Take  of 

Polypody  roots,  three  ounces ; 

Sena,  two  ounces  : 

Pulp    of    French    prunes,    one 

pound  ; 
Pulp  of  cafia  fiftularis, 
Pulp  of  tamarinds,  each  half  a 

pound; 
Coriander  feeds,  half  an  ounce  -, 
White  fugar,  four  pounds ; 
Water,  fix  pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the   polypody, 
till   two  pints   are  wafted,  add- 
ing, towards  the  end,  the  fena 
and  coriander  feeds  :  then  ftrain 
ofF  the  liquor,  and  boil  it  again 
with  the  fugar,  to  the  confiftence 
.of  a  thick  fyrup,  which  is  to  be 
mixed  with  the  pulps   into   an 
eleclary. 

This  eledlary  is  taken   occafion- 

ally,  to   the  bulk  of  a  wallnut  or 

more,  as        .   de  laxative  in  coftive 

'habit;         t   is  iikewife   frequently 

uied  in  glyfters,  for  which  purpofe 


it  is  more  convenient  than  thole 
which  have  powders  in  their  com- 
pofitions. 

This  preparation  is  more  limple 
than  that  of  the  officinal  pharmaco- 
poeia -of  Edinburgh,  already  de- 
fcribed  in  page  477.  The  procefs 
is  well  contrived,  except  with  re- 
gard to  the  coriander  feeds,  the 
virtues  of  which  are  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  loft  by  the  long  boiling.  The 
other  ingredients  are  not  injured  by 
that  operation ;  the  polypody  roots, 
in  particular,  are  improved  by  it : 
thefe  roots  in  fubftance  have  a  nau- 
feous,  fweet,  fubacrid  tafte  j  and 
an  ungrateful,  though  weak,  fmell : 
water  boiled  with  them  for  a  little 
time  becomes  impregnated  only 
with  their  fweetifh  matter,  and 
their  fmell ;  on  continuing  the  coc- 
tion,  the  fmell  is  loft,  and  the  li- 
quor proves  almoft  limply  fweet. 
Spirit  of  wine  has  a  quite  contrary 
effeft  on  this  drug  :  it  extracts  the 
naufeous  matter  as  well  as  the 
fweet,  and  in  infpilfation  lofes 
this  latter,  and  retains  only  the 
former. 

ELECTUARIUM  AD    NEPHRITICOSj 

Edinb. 
Nephritic  eleclary. 
Take  of 

Lenitive  ele&ary,  an  ounce  and 

a  half; 
Venice  turpentine,,  one  ounce ; 
Egglhells  prepared,  half  an  ounce  j 
Choice  rhubarb,  one  dram ; 
Syrup  of  marlhmallows,  as  much 
as  is  fufficient. 
Biflblve  the  turpentine  in  the  yolk 
of  an  egg,    and  then   mix  the 
whole  together,  according  to  art3 
fo  as  to  make  thereof  an  eleclary. 

This  compofition  is  extremely 
well  contrived  for  cleanfing  the  uri- 
nary paffages  in  nephritic  diforders. 
Turpentine,    properly  divided    by 

earthy 


56° 


Pharmacopoeia  Pauper  urn. 


earthy  powders,  is  a  fafe,  and,  at  intermittent  fevers,  in  the  cure  of 
the  fame  time,  one  cf  the  moft 
powerful  diuretics  that  can  in  thefe 
cafes  be  ventured  on  :  the  rhubarb 
and  laxative  eleclary  are  very  ufeful 
additions ;  for  the  belly  ought  here 
to  be  always  kept  open,  tho'  the 
ftronger  purgatives  are  very  impro- 
per. A  dram  of  the  eleftary  may 
be  taken  once  or  twice  a  day,  along 
with  an  infufion  of  marmmallow 
roots,  fweetened  with  a  fpoonful  of 
honey. 


Electariitm  e  cortice 
Peruvjano. 
EleSiary  of  Peruvian  hark. 
Take  of  i . 

Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces ; 
Cafcarilla,  half  an  ounce ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fuflicient 
quantity. 


Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces ; 
Virginian  fnake  root,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 
quantity.. 


Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces ; 
Crude fal ammoniac, three  drams; 
Syrup  of  lemon  juice,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 


Peruvian  bark,  three  ounces ; 
Colcothar  of  vitriol,  fix  drams ; 
Simple  fyrup,   a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 


which,  the  virtues  of  the  bark  are 
greatly  affifted   by   the    cafcarilla. 
The  fecond  and  third  are  given  in 
thofe  intermittents,  which  happen 
in    cachectic    habits,   and  perfons 
fubjeft  to  obftruftions  of  the  vif- 
cera,  where  the  bark  by  itfelf,  on 
account  of    its  great    aftringency, 
would  be  prejudicial.     The  fourth 
is  a  good  ftrengthener  in  laxities  of 
the  folids   and    decays  of  conftitu- 
on  ;  and  the  fifth,  a  powerful  flyp- 
tic    in   fluxes    and   haemorrhagies, 
particularly  in  the  diabetes  and  fluor 
albus.     The  bulk  of  a  nutmeg  cf 
each  may  be  taken  at  a  time,  and 
repeated  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  cafe. 

Electarium  safonaceum,  Lufit. 

Sapoizaceous  eleQary. 
Take  of 

Hard  Spanifh  foap,  two  ounces ; 

Pareira  brava,  one  ounce ; 

Rhubarb, 

Gum  of  aloes,  each  three  drams  ; 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  an  elec- 


Peruvian  bark,  three  o 
Alum,  one  ounce ; 
Syrup  of  lemon  juice, 
as  is  fufficient. 


as  much 


All  thefe  compofitions  are  very 
elegant  and  efficacious  in  the  inten- 
tions for  which  they  are  defigned. 
The  firft  is  calculated  for  common 


tary. 

In  jaundices  arifing  from  an  ob- 
ftruction  of  the  biliary  duels,  or  a 
vifcidity  of  the  bile  itfelf,  this  ape- 
rient and  attenuating  eleclary  proves 
generally  a  very  effectual  remedy. 
Thefe  iclerical  cafes  in  which  this 
medicine  is  proper,  may  be  eafily 
diftinguifhed  by  the  ftools,  which 
are  of  a  whitifh  or  afh  colour,  and 
voided  with  difficulty.  The  dofe 
is  from  half  a  dram  to  a  dram, 
twice  a  day. 

How  far  the  pareira  brava  in  this 
compofition  contributes  to  its  vir- 
tues, we  ihall  not  take  upon  us  to 
determine.  Some  have  recommend- 
ed this  root,  as  a  molt  powerful  at- 
tenuant,  in  a  great  variety  of  dif- 
orders  ^fee  page  176.)  whilil  others 

look 
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look  upon  it  as  not  fuperior,  if 
equal,  to  the  common  aperient 
roots  (page  229.)  The  fenfible  qua- 
lities of  the  pareira  difcover  little 
foundation  for  the  great  character 
given  of  it ;  and  a  competency  of 
fair  trials  of  its  virtue  is  as  yet 
wanting.  It  is  admitted  into  the 
pharmacopoeia  of  Edinburgh ;  but 
the  London  college  have  not 
thought  it  worthy  of  a-  place  in 
theirs. 

Electuarium  sistens,  Edinb. 
Binding  ekftary. 
Take  of 

The     ftrengthening     confection, 

two  ounces ; 
Extract  of  logwood,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  dry  rofes,  as  much  as 
will  reduce  them  into  a  proper 
confiftence  for  an  eleclary. 

This  eleclary  is  excellently  well 
calculated  for  the  relief  of  dyfente- 
ries,  and  other  inteftinal  fluxes,  af- 
ter the  acrid  humors  have  been  duly 
evacuated  by  mild  cathartics,  &c. 
See  the  Ttiiflurts  antidyfenteric/s  >  to 
be  defcribed  hereafter  in  their 
place.  The  quantity  of  a  nutmeg 
may  be  taken  every  four  or  five 
hours. 


Elect  arium  e   s.ulfhure,  Luf 

Ele&ary  of  fulphur. 
Take  of 

Flowers    of   fulphur,     half    an 

ounce ; 
Lenitive  eleftary,  two  ounces ; 
Syrup  of  marihmallows,  a  fufE- 
cient  quantity  to  make  them 
into  an  electary. 

This  ele&ary  is  calculated  againfl 
the  piles,  and  generally  diftinguifh- 
ed  in  the  hofpitals  by  the  title  of 
tleclarium  htemorrhoidale  ;  where 
the  diforder  is  accompanied  with 
febrile  or  inflammatory  fymptoms, 
fome  nitre  is  occafionally  added,  in 


the  proportion  of  two  drams,  to 
the  quantity  here  directed.  It  may 
be  given  from  a  dram  to  half  an 
ounce  at  a  time. 

Elixir  stomachicum,  Edinb. 
Stomachic  elixir. 
Take  of 

Gentian  root,  one  ounce  ; 
Seville  orange  peel,    one  ounce 

and  a  half; 
Cochineal,  half  a  dram  j 
Proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Let   them   fteep   together   for  two 
days,    and   then   ftrain   out  the 
elixir  for  ufe.       * 


This  is  a  very  elegant  and  agree- 
able ftomachic  bitter,  and  as  fuch 
is  given  in  lofs  of  appetite,  indigef- 
tion,  and  other  like  complaints,  to 
the  quantity  of  a  fpoonful,  or  half 
an  ounce,  at  a  time. 

Elixir  vitrioli,   Edinb. 
Elixir  of  'vitriol. 
Take  of 

Stomachic  elixir,  one  pound  j 
Oil  of  vitriol,   four  ounces. 
Drop  the  acid  by  little  and  little  in- 
to the  ftomachic  elixir,  and  then 
filter  the  mixture  through  paper. 

In  great  weakneffes,  or  relaxa- 
tions of  the  ftomach,  particularly 
thofe  which  proceed  from  debauches 
or  high  feeding,  or  where  there  is 
any  tendency  to  inflammation,  this 
acid  elixir  is  a  medicine  of  great 
fervice,  and  has  not  unfrequently 
taken  place  after  Ample  bitters  had 
failed.  The  dofe  is  thirty  drops, 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day  in  any  con- 
venient vehicle. 

It  has  been  doubted  by  fome 
whether  the  acid  elixirs  of  vitriol, 
as  tftey  are  called,  are  to  be 
looked  upon  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  mixture  of  the  vitriolic 
acid  with  vinous  fpirits ;  the  acid 
precipitating  what  the  fpirit  had 
O  o  before 
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Dragons  blood  in  powder,  tw<9 
ounces ; 
Boil  the  oil  with  the  litharge,  till 
they  have  almofl  acquired  the 
confiilence  of  a  plafler  ;  then 
melt  therein  the  wax  and  oliba- 
num  ;  and  afterwards  add  the 
bole,  dragons  blood,  and  tur- 
pentine. 
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before  taken  up  from  the  other  in- 
gredients. But  altho'  it  mufl  be 
admitted,  that  upon  adding  the 
acid  to  the  fpirituous  tin&ure,  a 
copious  precipitation  enfues ;  yet 
{o  much  of  the  bitters,  which  the 
fpirit  was  impregnated  with,  flill 
remains  fufpended,  as  to  be  mani- 
feilly  fenfible  to  the  taile. 


Emplastrum  ANODYNO- 

DISCUTIENS,     Luf. 

dn  anodyne  and  difcutient  plajler. 

Take  of 

Cummin  plafler,  two  ounces  ; 
Camphor,  three  drams ; 
Thebaic  extract,   one  dram  and 
half; 

Grind  the  camphor,  with  fome 
drops  of  oil  olive,  into  a  very 
fubtile  powder,  and  then  mix  it 
with  the  other  ingredients,  ac- 
cording to  art,  into  a  plafler. 

Emplastrum    calidum,    Edinb. 

Warm  plajler. 
Take  of 

Gum  p'afler,  one  ounce  ; 

Bliflering  plafler,  two  drams. 
Melt  them  together  over  a  gentle 

fire. 

Emplastrum  cereum,  Edinb. 
Wax  plajler. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  four  pounds ; 
"White  refin,  two  pounds  ; 
Suet,  one  pound  and  a  half. 
Melt  them  together. 

Emplastrum  defensivum, 
Defenfwe  plafter. 
Take  of 

Litharge  prepared,  two  pounds ; 
Oil  olive,  four  pounds  ; 
Bole  armenic,  prepared, 
Yellow  wax,  each  fix  ounces ; 
Olibanum, 

Venice    turpentine,     each    four 
ounces ; 


Emplastrum  epispasticum, 
Edinb. 
Bliflering  plajler. 
Take  of 

Burgundy  pitch,  twenty  ounces  j 
Venice  turpentine, 
Cantharides  in  powder,  each  fix 
ounces. 
Make  them  into  a  plafler. 

Emplastrum  gummosum, 
Edinb. 
Gum  plajler. 
Take  of 

Palm  oil,  four  pounds  ; 
Litharge  prepared, 
Gum  ammoniacurn, 
Galbanum,  each  one  pound  and 
a  half; 
Boil  the  oil  with  the  litharge,  till 
they   have   almofl   acquired  the 
confiflence  of  a  plafler,  to  which 
add  the  ammoniacurn  and  galba- 
num. 

Emplastrum  stomachicum, 
Edinb. 
Stomach  plajler. 
Take  of 

Yellow  wax,  eight  ounces 
Tacamahacca  in  powder, 
Palm  oil,  each  four  ounces  ; 
Cloves  in  powder,  two  ounces  ; 
Exprefled     oil    of    mace,      one 
ounce  and  a  half. 
Melt  the  wax  and  tacrmahacca  with 
the  palm  oil,  and  mix  therewith, 
according  to  art,  the  cloves,  and 
oil  of  mace,  fo  as  to  make  the 
whole    into    a   plafler;    which, 
when 
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when  fpread,  is  to  be  rubbed  over 
with  a  few  drops  of  effential  oil  of 
mint. 

Emplastrttm  sitppurans, 
Edinb. 
Suppurating  plajler. 
Take  of 

Gum  pi  after,    an  ounce   and   a 

half; 
Burgundy  pitch,  half  an  ounce. 
Melt  them  together. 

The  ufes  of  thefe  compositions 
may  be  fufficiently  underftood  from 
their  titles.  We  (hall  only  obferve, 
that  the  gum  plafter  is  a  good  dif- 
cutient,  and  Supplies  the  place  of 
the  officinal  emplaftrum  commune, 
or  diachylon,  cum  gummi  ■'  that  the 
warm  plafter  is  a  very  ftimulating 
application,  of  great  ufe  in  all  fixt 
pains,  whether  of  the  limbs,  or  in- 
ternal parts,  as  in  the  rheumatifm, 
fciatica,  gout,  dyfenteries,  pleuri- 
sies :  and  that  fuch  pains  as  do  not 
yield  to  this,  are  frequently  remov- 
ed by  the  bliftering  plafter.  In 
Simple  pleurifies,  a  large  blilter  laid 
on  the  Side  affected,  after  bleeding, 
is  the  moft  fuccefsful  remedy  :  ap- 
plied to  any  other  place,  it  might 
Stimulate  and  increafe  the  difeafe ; 
but  by  acting  directly  upon  the 
part,  it  refolves  the  obstruction, 
and  thereby  removes  the  fever.  In 
peripneumonies  alSb,  bliflcrs  are 
molt  to  be  relied  upon  after  bleed- 
ing. See  Dr.  Pringle's  excellent 
observations  on  the  diSeafes  of  the 
army,  page  \yz,  Sec.  where  the 
reader  will  meet  with  full  Satisfac- 
tion with  regard  to  the  ufe  of  blif- 
ters  both  in  acute  and  chronical 
diSeafes. 

Emulsio  camphorata,    Edinb. 

Camphorated  emidjion. 
Take  of 

Camphor,  one  fcruple ; 
Sweet  almonds,  four  -t 


Rue  water,  four  ounces  ; 
Plague  water, 

Simple  Syrup,  each  one  ounce. 
Grind  the  camphor  with  the  al- 
monds, and  add  by  degrees  the 
rue  water,  fo  as  to  make  them 
into  an  emulfion ;  with  which 
mingle  the  plague  water  and  the 
Syrup. 

This  is  a  very  convenient  form 
for. the  exhibition  of  camphor,  the 
unctuous  quality  of  the  almonds 
covering  its  acrimony,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  is  rendered  mifcible 
with  the  animal  juices.  In  fevers 
which  require  the  affiftance  of  this 
powerful  diaphoretic  drug,  afpoon- 
fulofthis  emulfion  is  uSefully  taken 
every  three  or  four  hours. 

Emulsio  oleosa,  Luf. 
Oily  emulfion. 
Take  of 

Oil  olive,  a  quarter  of  a  pint  $ 
Spirit  ofhartlhorn,  two  drams; 
Simple  penny  royal  water,  twelve 

ounces ; 
Pectoral  Syrup,  an  ounce  and  a 

half; 

Mix  them  together. 

This  compofition  is  calculated 
againft  recent  colds,  for  alleviating 
the  cough,  and  promoting  expec- 
toration :  in  thefe  cafes,  oily  and 
mucilaginous  fubflances  by  them- 
felves  (after  bleeding)  are  of  good 
fervice,  tho'  much  more  effectual 
when  thus  combined  with  volatile 
Spirits.  Where  the  complaints  are 
of  long  Standing,  thefe  kinds  of 
medicines  have  no  place  ;  nor  is 
their  ufe  in  any  cafe  to  be  long 
continued,  as  they  relax  the  fto-.- 
mach,  pall  the  appetite,  and  in- 
creafe the  diforder. 

Enema  de  amylo,  Edinb, 
Starch  glyjler. 
Take  of 

O  o  2  Gelly 


564  Pharmacopoeia  Pauper  urn 

Gelly  of  ftarch,  four  ounces ; 
Linfeed  oil,  half  an  ounce. 
Liquefy   the   gelly   over   a  gentle 
fire,    and   then  mix  in  the  oil. 
Forty  drops  of  liquid  laudanum 
are  fometimes  added. 


Lenitive  eleftary,  one  ounce % 
Qommon  fait,  half  an  ounce ; 
Oil  olive,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 


Enema  anodynum,  five 

OPIATUM, 

Anodyne  or  opiate  glyjler. 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Infufion  of  linfeed,  fix  ounces ; 
Liquid  laudanum,  forty  drops. 

Luf. 
Mutton  broth,  five  ounces  ; 
Thebaic  extract,  three  grains. 

Enema  anticolicum,  Edinb. 
Glyjler  againjl  the  colic. 
Take  of 

Common  decoftion,  half  a  pint ; 

Tindlura  facra,  one  ounce ; 

Common  fait,  one  dram  j 

Linfeed  oil,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema  astringens,  Edinb. 
AJlringent  glyjler. 
Take  of 

Lime  water,  ten  ounces ; 
Strengthening    confedtion,     half 
an  ounce. 
Mix  them  together  for  a  glyfter,  of 
which  one  half  is  to  be  injected 
at  a  time. 

Enema  astringens 
balsamicum,  Edinb. 
AJlringent  baljamic  glyjler. 
This  is  made  by  adding  to  the  fore- 
going half  an  ounce  of  Locatelli's 
balfam,  diffolved  in  the  yolk  of 
an  egg. 

Enema  commune,   Luf. 
Common  glyjler. 
Take  of 

Common      decodtion,       twelve 
ounces ; 
4 


Enema  domesticum,  Edinb. 
Domejlic  glyjler. 
Take  of 

Cows  milk,  half  a  pint ; 

Brown  fugar, 

Oil  olive,  each  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema  emolliens,  Edinb. 
Emollient  glyjler. 
Take  of 

Palm  oil,  an  ounce  and  a  half; 

Cows  milk,  half  a  pound. 
Let  the  oil  be    beat  up  with  the 

yolk  of  one  egg,  and  then  add 

the  milk. 

Enema  foetidum,  Edinb. 
Fetid  glyjler. 

Take  of 

Afafetida,  two  drams ; 

Rue, 

Savin,  each  half  an  ounce  j 

Oil  olive,  one  ounce  ; 

Oil  of  amber,  half  a  dram  ; 

Water,  one  pint  and  a  half. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  rue  and  fa- 
vin,  till  half  a  pint  is  wafted  3 
then  ftrain  off  the  remaining  de- 
coction, and  mix  with  it  the  afa- 
fetida and  the  oils.  Half  the 
quantity  of  the  compofition  here 
directed,  is  to  be  injected  at  a 
time. 

Enema  purgans,  Edinb. 
Purging  glyjler. 
Take  of 

Common  decodtion,  half  a  pint ; 
White  ibap,  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of   buckthorn,    an  ounce 
and  a  half. 
Mix  them  together. 

Enema   terebinthinatum, 
Edinb, 

Turpen- 


"Pharmacopoeia  Pauper  urn. 

Turpentine  glyfter. 


565 


Take  of 

Common  deco&ion,  ten  ounces ; 
Venice   turpentine    (duTolved   in 
the  yolk  of  an  egg)  half  an 
ounce ; 
Linfeed  oil,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  ufes  of  thefe  compofitions 
are  fufficiently  obvious  from  their 
titles.  The  ftarch,  anodyne,  emol- 
lient and  aftringent  glyfters,  are 
ufed  in  dyfenteries,  and  other  al- 
vine  fluxes,  to  ftrengthen  the  tone 
of  the  inteftines,  defend  them  from 
being  corroded  by  the  acrimonious 
humors,  to  heal  their  exulcerations, 
and  eafe  the  pains  which  accompa- 
ny thefe  diforders.  The  turpen- 
tine glyfter  is  injefted  in  nephritic 
cafes ;  the  fetid  in  hyfteric  ones. 
The  others  are  calculated  for  un- 
loading the  inteftines  of  their  con- 
tents, where  the  exhibition  of  pur- 
gatives in  other  forms  is  improper, 
or  unfafe. 

Glyfters  have  been  looked  upon 
by  fome  as  mere  topical  applica- 
tions,, whofe  operation  was  confin- 
ed to  the  inteftines  into  which  they 
are  received.  But  experience  has 
ihevvn,  that  in  many  cafes  their  ac- 
tion is  extended  much  farther :  thus 
the  turpentine  glyfter,  above  defcrib- 
ed,  promotes  the  difcharge  by  the 
kidneys,  and  communicates  to  the 
#rine  a  \dolet  fmell ;  and  the  ano- 
dyne glyfter  proves  narcotic,  as  if 
a  moderate  dofe  of  opium  had  been 
fwallowed :  perfons  have  been  in- 
ebriated by  fpirituous  glyfters ;  and 
fome  affirm,  that  life  has  been  fub- 
ported  for  feveral  days,  by  thofe  of 
a  nutritious  kind. 

EXPRESSIO   MILLEPEDARUM, 

Edinb. 
Exprejjion  of  millepede.} •„ 
Take  of 


Live  millepedes,  three  ounces  $ 
Fennel  water,  one  pint ; 
Compound    horfe  radifh   water, 
half  a  pint  j 
Beat  the   millepedes  in  a  mortar, 
gradually  pouring  on  the  waters ; 
and  then  ftrongly  prefs  out  the 
liquor. 

This  liquor  is  fuppofed  to  be  a 
good  aperient  and  diuretic ;  and  in 
thefe  intentions  is  given  in  the  jaun- 
dice, afthma,  infarctions  of  the 
breaft,  and  other  like  diforders  : 
the  dofe  is  two  ounces,  twice  a 
day. 

Fotus  anodynus,  Edinb. 
Anodyne  fo7ncntation. 
Take  of 

Garden  poppy  heads,  one  ounce; 
Elder  flowers,  half  an  ounce ; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  them  till  one  pint  is  wafted, 
and  then  ftrain  out  the  liquor  for 
ufe. 

Fotus  aromaticus,  Edinb. 
Aromatic  fomentation. 
Take  of 

Cloves, 

Mace,  each  one  dram  ; 

Red  wine,  one  pint. 
Boil  them  a  little  and  ftrain  off  the 

liquor. 

Fotus  roborans,  Edinb. 
Strengthening  fofnsntation . 
Take  of 

Oak  bark,  one-  ounce  ; 
Granate  peel,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Alum,  two  drams ; 
Forge  water   (that  is,    water  in 
which  red  hot  iron  has  been 
feveral  times  quenched)  three 
pints. 
Boil  the  water  with  the  oak  bark 
and  granate   peel,    to  the   con-  | 
fumption    of   one   third  ;     then 
ftrain  the    remaining    decoction, 
and  difTolve  in  it  the  alum, 
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Thefe  liquors  are  defigned  chiefly, 
as  their  titles  exprefs,  for  external 
ufe,  to  be  rubbed  warm  on  the 
fkin.  The  firft  is  applied  to  tume- 
fied and  inflamed  parts,  as  in  the 
eryfipeias  and  piles,  for  eafmg  the 
pain ;  which  it  effects,  not  by- 
means  of  the  opiate  matter  of  the 
poppy  heads,  but  by  the  warm 
fluid  foftening  and  relaxing  the 
fkin.  The  fecond  extends  its  ac- 
tion farther  :  the  pains  of.  the 
bowels  which  accompany  dyfente- 
ries  and  diarrhoeas,  colicky  pains, 
uneafinefs  attheftomach,  and  retch- 
ings to  vomit,  are  greatly  relieved, 
and  not  unfrequently  removed  by 
it.  The  third  is  a  ftrong  aftringerat 
liquor,  and  in  this  intention  is  ufed, 
as  an  injection  in  the  fluor  albus. 

Gargarisma  astringeks, 
Edinb. 
Afiringent  gargarifpi. 
Take  of 

Oak  bark,  one  ounce; 

Alum,  one  dram; 

Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce  ; 

Water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Soil  the  water  with  the  oak  bark, 

till  luch  time  as  the  liquor,  when 

{trained,  will  amount  only  to  one 

pint ;    to   which  add   the  alum 

and  the  hone)-. 

Gargarisma  COMMUNE, 
Luf. 
Common  gargarifm. 
Take  of 

Tincture  of  rofes,  one  pint; 
Honey  of  rofes,  two  ounces. 
IVlix  them  together. 

.  Edinb. 
Take  of 

Water,  fix  ounces  ; 
Nitre,  one  dram  ; 
Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce. 
iVlix  them  together.      Where  acids 
are  rcquifite,  forty  drops  of  the 
weak  fpirit  of  vitriol  arc  added 
to  this  compofition. 


Gargarisma   detercens, 
Luf. 
Detergent  gargarifm. 
Take  of 

Emollient  decoction,  one  pint ; 
Tincture  of  myrrh,  one  ounce  ; 
Honey,  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
Mix  them  together. 

Gargarisma  emolliens, 
Emollient  gargarifm. 
Take  of 

Marfhm allow  root,  two  ounces; 
Figs,  four  in  number; 
Water,  three  pints. 
Boil  them  till  one  pint   is  wafted, 
and  then  ftraih  the  liquor. 

Thefe  liquors  are  ufed  for  wafh- 
ing  the  mouth  and  fauces  ;  the 
firft,  where  the  parts  are  extremely 
relaxed  ;  the  fecond  and  third, 
where  ulcerations  require  to  be  de- 
terged, or  the  excretion  of  thick 
vifcid  faliva  promoted  ;  and  the 
fourth,  where  the  mouth  is  dry, 
parched  and  rigid,  to  moiften  and 
foften  it. 

In  fome  cafes,  volatile  fpirits 
may  be  advantageouflv  joined  to 
thefe  kinds  of  preparations.  Dr. 
Pringle.  informs  us,  that  in  the  in- 
flammatory quinfey,  or  ltrangula- 
tion  of  the  fauces,  he  has  obferved 
little  benefit  arifing  from  the  com- 
mon gargles ;  that  fuch  as  were  of 
an  acid  nature  feerned  to  do  more 
harm  than  good,  by  contracting 
the  emunctcries  of  the  faliva  and 
mucus,  and  thickening  thofe  hu- 
mors ;  that  a  decocuon  of  figs  in 
milk  and  water  fcemed  to  have  a 
contrary  effect,  efpecially  if  fome 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac  was  added, 
by  which  the  faliva  was  made  thin- 
ner, and  the  glands  brought  to  fe- 
crete  more  freely,  a  circumftance 
always  conducive  to  the  cure. 

Uaustus  diafhoreticus, 

Edinb. 

Diapliretic  draught. 

Take 
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•  Take  of 

Spirit  of  Mindererus, 

Syrup  of  meconium,  each  half 

an  ounce  ; 
Salt  of  hartfhorn,  five  grains. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  draught  is  a  very  powerful 
diaphoretic,  more  certain  in  its  ef- 
fects than  the  medicines  given  in 
this  intention  in  a  folid  form.  Jn 
the  beginning  of  inflammatory  fe- 
vers, after  bleeding,  it  is  one  of 
the  fureit  febrifuges  :  theriaca,  and 
other  warm  fubilances  ufually  em- 
ployed, if  they  fail  in  bringing  out 
a  fweat,  increafe  the  fever ;  vvhilit 
this  faline  preparation  operates  with- 
out heat. 

Haustus  diuretictjs,  Luf. 
Diuretic  draught. 
Take  of  1 . 

Diuretic  fait,  two  fcruples:; 
Oxymel  of  fquills,  one  dram  by 

meafure ; 
Water,  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
Mix  them  together. 

Take  of  2. 

Tincture  of  cantharides,  fifteen 

drops ; 
Salt  of  wormwood,  half  a  dram  ; 
Lemon  juice,  fix  drams  ; 
Simple  penny  royal  water,     an 

ounce  and  a  half ; 
Simple  fyrup,  two  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

Soth  thefe  are  medicines  of  great 
efficacy  for  the  purpoie  exprefied  in 
the  title.  The  firft,  called  in  the 
hofpital  mitior,  is  given  in  drop- 
fies,  where  a  plentiful  flux  of  urine 
is  of  primary  confequence  to  the 
cure.  The  fiecond,  very  jufily  di- 
itinguiihed  by  the  appellation  for- 
iior,  is  ventured  on  in  thofe  cafes 
only  where  the  urinary  pafiages  are 
obftrufted  by  vifcid  mucu;.,  and 
where  medicines  of  a  lefs  Simulat- 


ing kind  have  been  tried  without 
fuccefs. 

Infugum  antiscorbuticum, 
Edinb. 
sbitifcorbutic  infujion. 
Take  of 

Buckbean  leaves,  two  ounces  ; 
Seville  orange,  half  an  ounce; 
Compound   horfe   radiih   water, 

four  ounces  ; 
Common  water,  four  pints. 

Let  the  common  water,  boiling, 
be  poured  on  the  buckbean  and 
orange,  and  fuffcred  to  ftand  in 
a  clofe  veflel  for  a  night  ;  then 
flrain  out  the  liquor,  and  add  to 
it  the  horfe  radiih  water. 

This  infufion  is  a  very  ufeful, 
and  fuificiently  elegant  antifcorbu- 
tkj  buckbean  appears  from  expe- 
rience to  be  one  of  the  mofl  effica- 
cious of  the  herbs  of  that  clafs ;  the 
ingredients  here  joined  to  it  alleviate 
its  ill  flavour,  and  at  the  fame  time 
promote  its  virtue.  A  quarter  of 
a  pint  of  the  liquor  may  be  taken 
three  or  four  times  a  day. 

I  NT  IT  SUM  cephalicum,  Edinb. 
Cephalic  ivfujion. 
Take  of 

Wild  valerian  root,  two  ounces ; 
Rofemary,    or    fage,     half    an 

ounce  ; 
Aromatic  water,  four  ounces ; 
Common  water,  four  pints. 
Let  the  common  water  be  poured, 
boiling,  on  the   herb  and  root, 
and  fuffered  to  Hand  for  a  night 
in  a  clofe  veflel ;  ■  then  flrain    out 
the  infufion,  and  add   to  it  the 
aromatic  water. 

In  epileptic  disorders ;  and  other 
like  affections  of  the  nervous  fyftem, 
this  infufion  has  frequently  good 
effects.  The  dofe  is  a  quarter  of  a 
pint,  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Ooi  Infu- 
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Infusum  diureticum, 
Diuretic  infujion. 
Take  of 

Wormwood  leaves,    dried,  half 

an  ounce ; 
Salt  of  tartar,  two  fcruples ; 
Compound  juniper  water,    two 

ounces ; 
Common  water,  twelve  ounces. 
Pour  the  common  water,  boiling, 
on  the  wormwood  and  fait  of 
tartar,  and  when  grown  cold, 
ftrain  off  the  liquor,  and  mix 
with  it  the  juniper  water. 


An  ounce  of  coltsfoot  leaves  is 
fometimes  added  to  thefe  ingre- 
dients ;  which  addition  procures  the 
medicines  the  title  of 'peiloral  infujion. 
Both  infufions  are  foft,  emollient, 
mucilaginous  liquors;  andrasfuch 
they  are  directed  in  deftuxions  of 
thin  acrid  rheums,  and  erofions  of 
the  veilels.  They  are  given  to  the 
quantity  of  a  pint  a  day. 


A  long  continuance  of  bilious 
fevers,  or  frequent  relapfes  into 
them,  bring  on  oblr.rucT.ibns  of  the 
vifcera,  which  end  in  a  dropfy, 
jaundice,  or  irregular  intermittent. 
In  thefe  cafes,  this  aperient  alca- 
line  liquor  is  one  of  the  moll  effec- 
tual remedies  :  the  quantity  here 
prefcribed,  is  to  be  taken  every 
day,  at  three  doles,  and  a  purga- 
tive occasionally  interpofed.  If 
intermittent  fevers  return  after  the 
cure  of  the  other  diforders,  they 
are  then  fuccefsfully  treated  bv  the. 
bark. 

Preparations  of  this  kind  are  like- 
wife  of  confiderxble  ufe  in  mania- 
cal diforders ;  in  which,  as  Dr. 
Mead  obferves,  evacuations  by  the 
kidneys  are  of  greater  confequence 
than  is  generally  fuppofed  ;  efpe- 
cially  if  the' mania  is  of  the  furious 
kind,  and  accompanied  with  febrile 
heat.  Alcaline  falts,  given  in 
large  dofes,  are  here  the  moil:  ef- 
fectual diuretics. 

Infusum  lini,  Edinb. 
Infujion  of  Unjeed. 
Take  of 

Linfeed,  whole,  two  fpoonfuls ; 
Liquorice,  fhaved,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Boiling  water,  four  pints. 
Pet  them  ftand  in  iniuhon  by  the 
fire  for  fome  hours,  and  then 
ftrain  off  the  liquor. 


Infusum  paralyticum, 
Paralytic  infijion. 
Take  of 

Plorfe  radifh  root,  fhaved, 
Mufcard  feed,  bruifed,  each  four 

ounces ; 
Boiling  water,   four  pints. 
Let  them  fteep  together,   in  a  clofe 
veffel,  for  twenty-four  hours. 

This  infufion  is  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated with  the  pungency  of  the 
muftard  feed  and  horfe  radifh, 
which  by  this  fimple  procefs  give 
out  the  whole  of  their  virtues. 
Though  the  medicine  is  defigned 
chiefly  (as  its  title  exprefTes)  for  a 
ftimulant  in  paralytic  complaints, 
there  are  feveral  other  diforders  in 
which  it  may  be  exhibited  to  good 
advantage  ;  in  fcorbutic  cafes,  in 
particular,  it  promifes  to  be  a  re- 
medy of  great  utility  :  it  generally 
promotes  the  urinary  difcharge, 
and  if  the  patient  is  kept  warm, 
perfpiration.  The  dofe  is  half  a 
pint,  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Injectio  balsamica,  Edinb. 
Balfa?nic  injeclion. 
Take  of 

Balfam     of   copaiba,    half     an 
ounce ; 

Lime  water,  fix  ounces  ; 

Honev  of  rofes,  two  ounces. 
Let  the  balfam  be  well  beat  up  with 

the  yolk  of  one  egg  ;    and  then 

gradually  add  the  lime  water  and 

honey. 

In- 
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Injectio    mercurialis,    Edinb. 
Mercurial  injection. 

Take  of 
Quickfilver, 

'    Ealfam  of  copaiba,  each  half  an 
ounce ; 
Rofe  water,  half  a  pint. 

Rub  the  quickfilver  with  the  bal- 
fam,  till  they  are  perfectly  in- 
corporated ;  then  mix  with  them 

'the  yolk  of  an  egg,   and  after- 
wards add  the  rofe  water. 

This  and  the  foregoing  prepara- 
tion are  defigned  to  be  injecled  into 
the  urethra  in  virulent  gonorrhoeas, 
for  cleanfing  and  deterging  the 
parts. 

JuLAPIUM   AMMONIA  CUM,    Edinb. 

Ammoniac um  julep. 
Take  of 

Milk    of    ammoniacum,     four 

ounces ; 
Syrup  of  fquills,  three  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Ammoniacum  and  fquills  are 
medicines  of  known  efficacy  inafth- 
matic  diforders.  This  julep  is  an 
ufeful  compofition  of  thefe  power- 
ful drugs ;  and  in  obftinate  coughs, 
afthmas,  and  oppreffions  at  the 
bread,  proves  frequently  of  excel- 
lent fervice.  Two  fpoonfuls  are 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day, 

JULAPIUM    ANTIHYSTERICUM, 

Edinb. 
Antihyjl eric  julep. 
Take  of 

Penny-royal  water,  fouf  ounces  ; 
Antihytteric  water,  two  ounces  j 
Tinfture  of  caftor,   two  drams ; 
Salt  of  hartihorn,  ten  grains  ;   or 

fpirit  of  amber,  one  dram  ; 
White  fugar,  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  virtues  of  this  compofition 
are  fufficiently   obvious    from    its 


title  :  the  dofe  is  two  fpoonfuls,  to  be 
taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Julapium  cardiacum,  Edinb. 
Cordial  julep . 
Take  of 

Alexeterial  water,  four  ounces ; 
Aromatic  water,  two  ounces ; 
Volatile  oily  fpirit, 
Tinclure   of   fafFron,   each    two 

drams ; 
White  fugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  julep. 

This  mixture  is  an  ufeful  cordial 
in  all  depreffions  of  the  fpirits,  in 
the  finkings  of  low  fevers,  and  the 
languors,  to  which  hyflerical  and 
hypochondriacal  perfons  are  fub- 
jeft.  An  ounce,  or  two  fpoonfuls, 
may  be  taken  for  a  dofe,  two  or 
three  times  a  day. 

Julapium  diaphoreticum, 

Diaphoretic  julep. 
Take  of 

Alexeterial  water,  four  ounces ; 
Spirit  of  Mindererus,  two  ounces  ; 
Salt  of  hartfhorn,  ten  grains  ; 
White  fugar,  fix  drams. 
Mix  them  for  a  julep. 

This  excellent  compofition  is  a 
very  powerful  fudorific,  and  an- 
fwers  its  intention  more  effectually, 
and  with  greater  certainty,  than' 
many  others  calculated  for  the 
fame  purpofe. 

Where  a  copious  fweat  is  to  be 
excited,  as  in.  rheumatic  difeafes, 
two  fpoonfuls  are  to  be  taken  warm 
in  bed  every  hour,  or  two  hours, 
till  the  fweat  breaks  out ;  if  warm 
diluting  liquors  are  not  afterwards 
fufficient  to  keep  it  up,  the  fame 
medicine  is  to  be  occafionally  re- 
peated. 

Julapium  diaphoreticum, 
acidum,  Edinb. 

Add 
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Acid  diaphoretic  julep. 
Take  of 

Alexeterial  water,  four  ounces ; 
Treacle  vinegar,  two  ounces  ; 
Tincture     of    faffron,    half  an 

ounce ; 
Spirit  of  amber,  one  dram  ; 
White  fugar,    one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  acid  quality  of  this  diapho- 
retic julep  renders  it  peculiarly  ad- 
apted to  thofe  diforders  in  which 
any  of  the  internal  parts  are  inflam- 
ed, as  in  pleurifies  and  peripneu- 
monies.  It  is  given  in  the  fame 
dofe  as  the  preceding. 

JULAPIUM  DIURETICUMjEdinb. 
Diuretic  julep. 
Take  of 

Spirit  of  Mindererus,  four  ounces ; 
Compound  horfe  radifh   water, 

two  ounce ; 
Syrup   of  marfhm allows,    three 
ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  fpiritof  Mindererus  is  an  ex- 
cellent aperient  faline  liquor,  ca- 
pable of  promoting  evacuation  either 
by  the  cutaneous  pores,  or  the  uri- 
nary paffages,  according  to  the  man- 
•  ner  of  exhibiting  it.  We  have  al- 
ready feen,  that  when  taken  warm 
in  bed,  it  proves  a  powerful  fudo- 
rific  ;  efpecially  if  affifled  .by  vola- 
tile falts,  frnall  dofes  of  opiates,  or 
other  fubftances  which  tend  to  de- 
termine its  aflion  to  the  Ikin.  If 
the  patient  walks  about,  in  a  cool 
air,  it  operates  gently,  but  for  the 
moli  part  effectually,  by  urine: 
the  additions  here  joined  to  it,  cor- 
relpond  with  this  intention,  and 
promote  its  operation.  As  this  me- 
dicine excites  the  urinary  difcharge, 
without  heating,  or  irritating  the 
parts,  it  takes  place  not  only  in 
4ropfies,  b.u|  likeyyife  in  inflamma- 


tory diforders,  wherever  this  falu- 
tary  fecretion  is  to  be  promoted.  It 
is  given  to  the  quantity  of  two 
fpoonfuls,  thrice  a  day. 

A  dram  of  fpirit  of  amber  is 
fometimes  mixed  with  this  julep, 
which  neverthelefs  does  not  feem 
to  receive  from  that  ingredient  any 
additional  virtue  :  whatever  virtues 
the  fait  of  amber  may  poffefs  (which 
probably  are  not  fo  great  as  is  ge- 
nerally fuppofed)  the  fpirit  is  im- 
pregnated therewith  in  an  extremely 
low  degree  %  the  fait  not  beginning 
to  arife,  till  fome  time  after  the  fpi- 
rit, or  phlegm  has  ceafedto  diftil. 

The  dofe  of  the  fpirit  by  itfelf 
is  half  an  ounce,  or  one  fpoonful ; 
and  of  this  compofition,  two  fpoon- 
fuls, to  be  taken  thrice  a  day.  In 
fome  cafes,  larger  dofes  may  be 
given  to  better  advantage,  parti- 
cularly in  dropfies. 

JtrLAPiuM  FOETiDUM,  Edinb. 
Fetid  julep. 
Take  of 

Afa  fetida,  one  dram  and  a  half  j 

Rue,  water,  fix  ounces  ; 

Antihyiteric  water,  two  ounces ; 

Oil  of  hartfhorn,  twenty  drops  ; 

White  fugar,  ten  drams. 
Rub  the  afa  fetida  in  the  rue  water 

till  it  diffolves,  and  having  dropt 

the  oil  upon  the  fugar,  mix  the 

whole  together. 

This  compofition  is  not  a  little 
fetid  and  unlightly  ;  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs a  medicine  of  great  efficacy, 
not  only  in  hypochondriacal  and 
hyilerical  diforders,  but  likewife  in 
afthrnas,  epilcpfies,  and  nervous 
complaints ;  the  dofe  is  one  fpoon- 
ful, to  be  taken  thrice  a  day. 

It  is  fometimes  prepared  without 
the  oil  of  hartlhorn. 

Julapium  hydracogum,  Edinb. 
Hjdi  agogue  julep . 

Take 
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Take  of 

Chamemel  flower  water,  fix 
ounces  ; 

Emetic  tartar,  ten  grains ; 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  two  ounces ; 
Mix  them  together. 

Two  fpoonful  s  of  this  julep  are 
given  in  hydropic  cafes,  every  two 
hours,  till  it  takes  fufficient  effecl: 
as  a  purgative  ;  which  it  generally 
does  before  the  quantity  here  pre- 
fcribed  has  been  made  ufe  of.  E- 
metic  tartar,  thus  exhibited  in  fmall 
dofes,  and  frequently  repeated, 
prove  as  certain  and  powerful  a  ca- 
thartic, as  it  does  an  emetic, 
when  given  in  a  larger  quantity  at 
once.  It  operates  neverthelefs  with 
fufficient  eafe,  and  rarely  weakens 
or  fatigues  the  patient  fo  much,  as 
fome  other  purgatives,  which  do 
not  occafion  fo  large  an  evacua- 
tion. 

JuLAPIUM  MOSCHATyMjEdinb. 
Mujk  julep. 
Take  of 

Rofe  water,  fix  ounces ; 
Volatile   oily   fpirit,    one    dram 

and  a  half; 
Mufk,  fifteen  grains ; 
White  fugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Grind  the  mufk  with  the  fugar,  and 
then  mix  therewith  the  other  in- 
gredients. 

In  diforders  where  mufk  is  pro- 
per (fee  page  163.)  one  fpoonful  of 
this  julep  is  given  three  or  four 
times  a  day,  according  to  the  ur- 
gency of  the  cafe.  The  volatile 
fpirit  (to  be  defcribed  hereafter  in 
its  place)  excellently  coincides  with 
the  mufk,  and  promotes  its  virtue. 

Julapium   scilliticum,    Edinb. 

Scillitic  julep. 
Take  of 

HyfTop,  or  fennel,    water, 
Syrup    of  fquiils,    each    three 
ounces. 


"Pauper  um. 

Mix  them  together. 
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In  all  cafes  where  fquills  are  fer- 
viceable,  whether  as  a  diuretic  in 
dropfies,  or  as  a  deobftruent  and 
expe&orant  in  afthmas,  two  fpoon- 
fuls,  or  an  ounce,  of  this  julep, 
may  be  ufefully  taken  twice  a  day. 

Julapium  sistens,  Edinb; 
Binding  julep . 
Take  of 

Alexeterial  water,  four  ounces  ; 
Aromatic  water,  two  ounces ; 
Strengthening    confe&ion,    two 

drams ; 
Japan   earth,    in   powder,    one 

dram  ; 
Liquid  laudanum,  forty  drops  ; 
White  fugar,  half  an  ounce. 
Mix  them  well  together. 

This  julep  is  calculated  again!!: 
dyfenteriesand  diarrhoeas ;  in  which, 
after  proper  evacuations,  it  gene- 
rally eafes  the  gripes,  and  retrains 
the  flux.  It  is  to  be  given  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  in  the  quantity  of 
a  fpoonful  at  a  time. 

Lac  astringens,  Luf. 
AJlringent  milk. 

Take  of 

Cows  milk,  one  pint ; 

Granate  peel,   bruifed,  half  aa 

ounce ; 
Cinnamon,  bruifed,  two  drams. 

Set  them  over  the  fire,  and  as  foon 
as  the  milk  fwelis  up,  pour  in  a 
little  water  to  make  it  fubfide ; 
proceed  in  this  manner,  till  z 
pint  of  water  is  thus  cenfuined, 
and  only  a  pint  of  liquor  remains, 
which  is  to  be  pafTed  through  a 
ftrainer  for  ufe. 

In  heftic  diforders,  phthifes  and 
ulcerations'  of  the  lungs,  milk  is 
frequently  of  good  fervice  :  but  it 
fometimes  happens,  that  when  the 
body  (lands  mofl  in  need  of  this  nu 
tritious 
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tritious,  as  well  as  medicinal  liquor, 
the  inteftines  are  too  flippery  to  re- 
tain it.  For  fuch  cafes  this  prepa- 
ration is  contrived,  the  aftringent 
quality  with  which  the  milk  is  here 
impregnated ,  ftrengthening  the 
bowels,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  run- 
ning off.  The  quantity,  above 
prefcribed,  is  to  be  taken  every 
day,  divided  into  different  dofes  at 
pleafure,  and  fweetned,  ifneceffa- 
ry,  with  fugar. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  are  not  only  fome 
conftitutions  with  which  milk  dis- 
agrees, but  likewife  fome  difeafes 
in  which  it  is  .highly  prejudicial : 
fuch  are  in  particular,  (as  Dr.  Mead 
obferves  from  Hippocrates)  pains 
of  the  head  and  acute  fevers,  and 
exceffive  drought  proceeding  from 
thence,  fwellings  of  the  praecordia, 
bilious  fluxes,  and  dyfenteries. 

Lac  ferratum,.  Edinb. 
Milk  impregnated  ivitb  iron. 
This  is  prepared  by  quenching  red- 
hot  iron  in  new  milk,  and  re- 
peating the  procefs  till  one  fourth 
of  the  liquor  is  exhaled. 

The  milk  feems  to  gain  by  this 
procefs,  little  more  than  an  empy- 
reumatic  tafte.  The  preparation  is 
neverthelefs  looked  upon  as  lightly 
impregnated  with  the  virtues  of 
iron,  and  fuppofed  to  be  an  ufeful 
aftringent  in  the  diabetes,  diarrhoea, 
and  dyfentery.  It  is  given  twice 
a  day,  to  the  quantity  of  a  quarter 
of  a  pint  at  a  time. 

Lac  martis,  Luf. 
Milk  of  iron. 
Take  of 

Salt  of  fteel,  one  ounce  ; 

Gum  Arabic,  a  dram  and  a  half; 

Boiling  water,  one  pint. 

This  folution  of  the  fait  of  iron 
is  very  ftrongly  impregnated  with 


that  metal,  the  virtues  of  whic„ 
have  been  already  fufficiently  ex- 
plained. See  page  321,  &c.  As 
this  folution  is  of  a  difagreeable 
rough  tafle  ;  and  as  the  common 
fait  or  vitriol,  of  iron,  generally 
contains  a  portion  of  metal,  not 
fully  faturated  with  the  acid,  which 
fubfides,  on  Handing,  in  form  of 
a  yellow  or  brownilh  ochre ;  gum 
Arabic  is  here  judicioufly  added, 
to  prevent  that  unfightly  fediment, 
and  fomewhat  cover  the  roughnefs 
of  the  fteel. 

Laudanum  liqtjidum,  Edinb. 
Liquid  laudanum. 
Take  of 

Opium,  two  ounces  ; 
Aromatic  water,  twenty  ounces. 
Digefl;  with  a  gentle  heat,  till  the 
opium   is    diffolved,    and    then 
ftrain  out  the  liquor. 

The  proof  fpirit,  here  direfted,. 
readily  and  totally  diffolves  the 
opium,  and  proves  an  excellent 
menftruum  for  that  drug,  where 
the  liquor  is  not  deligned  to  be 
long  kept.  We  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  keeping,  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  opium  feparates, 
whence  the  medicine  becomes  un- 
certain in  point  of  ftrength  ;  and 
that  when  opium  is  thus  diffolved 
in  a  fmall  quantity  of  fluid,  the 
dofe,  which  can  be  determined  on- 
ly by  drops,  is  precarious.  See 
page4io;  and  435,  where  a  li- 
quid opiate  is  defcribed,  free  from 
thefe  inconveniencies.  We  fhall 
here  only  add,  that  the  laudanum 
above  directed,  is  of  the  fame 
ftrength,  in  regard  to  the  opium, 
with  that  of  the  Edinburgh  phar- 
macopoeia, twenty-five  drops,  con- 
taining, at  a  medium,  one  grain  of 
opium  ;  and  that  the  fame  quantity 
of  opium  iscontained  in  twenty  drops 
c\  the  tinElura  i!:eba'ua  of  the  Lbn- 
j harmacopceia. 
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Linimentum  anodynum,  Edinb. 
Anodyne  liniment, 
Edinb. 
Take  of 

Nerve  ointment,  three  ounces ; 
Balfam  of  turpentine,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

1  LlNIMENTUM    HOEMORRHOIDALE, 
Liniment  for  the  piles. 
Take  of 

Emollient  ointment,  two  ounces ; 
Liquid  laudanum,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Mix  thefe  ingredients  with  the  yolk 
of  an  egg,  and  work  them  well 
together. 

LlNIMENTUM    MER.CXJRIALE, 

Edinb. 
Mercurial  liniment. 
Take  of 

Hog's  lard,  one  ounce  ; 
White  precipitate  of  mercury 
(prepared,  as  directed  in  the 
Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  fee 
page  340  of  this  work)  one 
dram. 
Mix  them  together. 

The  titlesof the  three  foregoing 
compofitions  are  fufHciently  ex- 
preflive  of  their  virtues,  without 
any  farther  comment.  They  are 
all  very  well  contrived  for  answer- 
ing their  refpective  intentions. 

LlNIMENTUM  VOLATILE. 

Volatile  liniment. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  hartfhorn, 
Spirit   of  hartfhorn,  each  equal 
parts.  j 

Mix  them  together. 

In  the  inflammatory  quinfey,  or 
frrangulation  of  the  fauces,  a  piece 
of  flannel,  moiftened  with  this  mix- 
ture, and  applied  to  the  throat,  to 
be  renewed  every  four  or  five 
hours,  is  one  of  the  molt  efficaci- 
ous remedies.  By  means  of  this 
warm  ilimulating  application,  the 
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neck,  and  fometimes  the  whole 
body,  is  put  into  a  fvveat,  which, 
after  bleeding,  either  carries  off, 
orleifens  the  inflammation.  Where 
the  fkin  cannot  bear  the  acrimony 
of  this  mixture,  the  volatile  lini- 
ment of  the  fhops  may  be  made 
trial  of. 

LlNCTUS    ACIDULUS,    Luf, 

Acidulous  lohocb. 
Take  of 

Conferve    of     red    rofes,    two 

ounces ; 
Weak  fpirit  of  vitriol,  four  fcru- 
ples,  or  as  much   as  is  furE- 
cient  to  give  a  grateful  acidity, 
Mix  them  together. 

Lohoch  ealsamicum,  Edinb. 
Balfamic  lohoch. 
Take  of 

Sperma  ceti,  two  drams  j 
Balfam  of  Peru,   forty  drops  ; 
Syrup    of    marfhmallows,    two 
ounces. 
Let  the  fperma  ceti  and  balfam  be 
well  worked  up  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  yolks  of  eggs ;  and 
then  mix  with  them  the  fyrup. 

Lohoch  commune,  Edinb. 
Cotnmon  lohoch. 
Take  of 

Frelh  drawn  linfeed  oil, 
Syrup    of  marfhmallows,    each 
two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

Lohoch  pectorale,  Edinb. 
Perioral  lohoch. 
Take  of 

Sperma  ceti, 

White  foap,  each  two  drams  5 

Frefh    drawn    linfeed   oil,    one 

ounce  and  a  half; 
Syrup   of  marflimallows,  three 
ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 


LlNCTUS    SOLUTIVUS,    Luf. 
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Soluti've  lohoch. 

Take  of 

Conferve  of  hipps,  one  ounce  ; 
Solutive  fyrup  of  rofes, 
Oil  olive,  each  four  ounces. 

Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  lohoch. 

Lohochs  are  principally  made 
ufe  of  in  diforders  of  the  internal 
parts  of  the  mouth,  fauces,  cefopha- 
gus,  larynx,  trachea,  and  bron- 
chia. The  acidulous  lohoch  (which 
is  far  the  moft  agreeable  of  them, 
and  of  an  elegant  red  colour)  is  given 
as  a  light  rettringent  and  detergent 
in  pbthifical  cafes ;  the  common 
lohoch,  as  an  emollient  in  the  aph- 
thae, and  other  like  complaints ; 
and  the  perioral,  in  diforders  of  the 
breaft.  Eefides,  intentions  of  this 
kind,  the  folutive  lohoch  gently 
loofens  the  belly  ;  whilft  the  balfa- 
mic  tends  to  reftrain  immoderate 
fluxes,  by  fomewhat  ftrengthening 
the  bowels,  and  defending  them 
from  the  irritation  of  acrimonious 
humors. 

Magnesia  alba,  Edinb. 
White  magnejia. 
Take  any  quantity  of  the  mother- 
ley  of  nitre,  that  is,  the  liquor 
which  remains  after  the  cryftal- 
lization  of  rough  nitre.  Add  to 
this  a  ley  of  potafh,  by  degrees, 
as  long  as  any  precipitation  en- 
fues  ;  and  then,  pouring  off  the 
liquor,  carefully  warn  the  preci- 
pitated powder  with  warm  wa- 
ter. 

This  powder  was,  for  feveral 
years,  a  celebrated  fecret  in  the 
hands  of  fome  particular  perfons 
abroad.  Its  preparation  was  firfl 
communicated  to  the  public  by 
Hoffman,  who  gives  it  the  charac- 
ter of  an  ufeful  antacid,  a  fafe  and 
inoffenfive  laxative  in  dofes  of  a 
dram  or  two,  and  a  diaphoretic 
and  diuretic,  when  given  in  ("mailer 


dofes  of  fifteen,  or  twenty  grains." 
Since  this  time,  it  has  had  a  consi- 
derable place  in  the  practice  of  fo- 
reign phyficians,  and  now  begins  tC 
come  into  efteem  among  us,  parti- 
cularly in  heartburns,  and  for.  pre- 
venting or  removing  the  many  dif- 
orders which  children  are  fo  fre- 
quently thrown  into  from  a  redun- 
dance of  acid  humors  in  the  firft  paf- 
fages  :  it  is  preferred  on  account  of 
its  laxative  quality  to  the  common 
abforbents,  which  (unlefs  gentle  pur- 
gatives are  given  occaiionally  to  car- 
ry them  off)  are  apt  to  lodge  in 
the  body,  and  occafion  a  coftive- 
nefs  very  detrimental  to  infants. 

Though  the  preparation  of  this 
medicine  is  now  commonly  known, 
its  nature  and  properties  are  very 
little  underftood  :  whilft  fome  fup- 
pofe  it  to  poffefs  uncommon  vir- 
tues, others  affirm,  that,  when  du- 
ly edulcorated,  it  is  in  no  refpedl; 
different  from  calcined  hartfhorn, 
or  any  other  iimple  animal,  or  ve- 
getable earth.  We  apprehend  the 
following  obfervations  will  deter- 
mine this  affair. 

Magnefia  alba,  when  prepared 
in  perfection,  is  a  white  and  very 
fubtile  earth,  perfectly  void  of 
fmell  or  tafte ;  of  the  clafs  of  thofe 
which  diffolve  in  acids,  but  differ- 
ing from  the  common  earths  of 
this  kind,  in  diffolving  into  a  bit- 
ten (h  purgative  liquor :  it  yields 
with  the  vitriolic  acid  a/al  cathar- 
ticus  amarus,  very  eafily  foluble  in, 
water  ;  whilft  the  common  abforb- 
ents form  with  the  fame  acid  an 
infipid  cryftalline  mafs,  very  diffi- 
cult of  folution.  A  large  dofe  of 
the  magnefia,.  if  the  ftomach  con- 
tains no  acid  to  diffolve  it,  does 
not  purge ;  a  moderate  one,  if  an 
acid  is  lodged  there,  procures  feve- 
ral ftools :  the  teftacea,  though  the 
body  abounds  with  acidities,  very 
rarely  loofen  the  belly  in  the  lealt 
degree. 
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Magnefia  therefore  is  really  dif- 
ferent from  the  abforbents  of  the 
fhops,  or  the  common  foluble 
earths.  Neverthelefs  the  mother- 
ley  of  nitre,  from  which  it  is  pre- 
pared, appears  both  from  the  man- 
ner of  its  production  and  experi- 
ments made  upon  it,  to  be  no 
other  than  a  folution  of  the  earthy 
part  of  vegetable  alb.es,  Sec.  in  a 
mixture  of  the  nitrous  and  marine 
acids  :  'tis  from  hence,  that  fome 
have  believed  the  magnefia  (or 
powder  feparated  from  this  liquor, 
and  freed  from  the  acids)  to  be  fi- 
milar  to  the  common  earths.  This 
conclufion  is  too  haftily  drawn  :  for 
feveral  fubflances,  if  combined 
with  the  marine  acid,  and  after- 
wards perfectly  feparated  from  it, 
are  found  to  have  afTumed  proper- 
ties which  they  had  not  before : 
thus  fixed  alcaline  falts,  which  in 
their  common  ftate  form  with  the 
vitriolic  acid  a  variolated  tartar, 
after  they  have  been  united  with 
the  marine  acid,  yield  a  fait  of  dif- 
ferent qualities,  the  fal  catharticus 
Glanberi  (fee  page  293)  ;  and  fome 
of  the  foluble  earths,  from  which 
only  an  infipid  concrete  was  before 
obtainable  by  that  acid,  yield  with 
it,  after  their  feparation  from  the 
marine,  a  fal  catharticus  amarui 
(fee  page  195.) 

It  is  evident  from  this  account, 
that  if  the  magnefia  mail  be  found 
to  anfwer  what  fome  trials  have 
given  room  to  expect,  the  mother- 
ley  of  nitre  is  not  the  only  fubftance 
from  which  it  may  be  prepared. 
The  reduction  of  the  officinal  abforb- 
ents, indeed,  into  a  perfect  mag- 
nefia, or  foluble  purgative  earth, 
is  not  to  be  effected  but  by  a  pro- 
cefs,  which  is  attended  with  diffi- 
culty and  trouble :  but  we  have 
difcovered  fimilar  productions  eafily 
procurable.  The  terreflrious  mat- 
ter which  alcaline  falts  precipitate 
fo  copioufly  from  the  bittern  of  fea 


water,  from  folutions  of  the  com- 
mon fal  catharticus  attiarus,  made 
from  that  bitter  liquor,  and  of  the 
falts  of  the  purging  mineral  waters, 
are  in  no  other  reipect  diilinguilh- 
able  from  it,  than  in  pofTeffing  a 
greater  degree  of  that  quality  for 
which  the  magnefia  is  particularly 
recommended. 

MlSTURA       ALEXETERIA, 

Alexeterial  mixture. 
Take  of 

Common  water,  four  ounces ; 
Spirituous  alexeterial  water  witli 

vinegar, 
Julep   of   camphor,    each    one 

ounce  and  a  half; 
Compound    powder  of   contra- 

yerva,  four  fcruples  j 
Nitre,  two  fcruples ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  fix  drams, 
Mix  them  together. 

In  hofpitals  and  places  ill  aired, 
common  inflammatory  fevers  fome- 
times  change  into  putrid  and  malig- 
nant ones.  To  guard  againft  any 
accident  of  this  kind,  it  is  advife- 
able,  as  foon  as  the  inflammation 
begins  to  abate,  or  the  pulfe  to 
foften,  to  exhibit  three  or  four 
fpocnfuls  of  this  alexipharmac  mix- 
ture every  fix  hours.  Camphor 
feems  to  anfwer  beft  when  thus 
given  in  a  liquid  form  ;  and  to  be 
molt  efficacious  in  fuch  fmall  dofes, 
for  abating  inflammation  and  ner- 
vous fymptoms,  and  likewife  for 
promoting  a  gentle  diaphorefis. 

MlSTURA    ANTIDYSENTERIC  A. 

Antidyfmteric  mixture. 
Take  of  1 . 

Simple  cinnamon  water,    feven 

ounces  ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon  water,    one 

ounce ; 
Electary  of  fcordium  with  opium, 
half  an  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Take 
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Take  of  2. 

Extraft  of  logwood,  three  drams ; 
Tinfture   of   japan  earth,    two 

drams ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  one 

ounce ; 
Common  water,  feven  ounces. 
♦DifTolve  the  extracl  in  the  cinnamon 
water,  and  then  add  the  common 
water,  and  the  tin&ure. 

In  recent  dyfenteries,  after  the 
neceffary  evacuations,  a  fpoonful 
or  two  of  either  of  thefe  mixtures 
may  be  given  after  every  motion, 
or  once  in  four  or  five  hours :  if 
the  firft,  which  is  a  mild  opiate, 
fails  of  procuring  reft,  it  is  a  fign 
that  fomeofthe  corrupted  humors 
ftill  remain  in  the  bowels,  and  that 
it  is  more  proper  to  go  on  with  the 
evacuation,  than  to  fupprefs  the 
flux.  Thefe  medicines  will  fome- 
times  likewife  take  place  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  when  through 
neglecl  or  mifmanagement  it  has 
continued  till' the  ftrength  is  much 
impaired,  the  interlines  greatly  re- 
laxed, and  their  villous  coat  abrad- 
ed ;  provided  there  are  neither  i- 
chorous  or  involuntary  (tools,  aph- 
thae, petechia?,  hiccup,  or  great 
anxiety  at  the  bread.  Rhubarb, 
and  thefe  aftringents,  are  to  be  fo 
interpofed,  that  at  the  fame  time 
the  putrid  humors  are  diflodged, 
the  firength  may  be  fupported,  and 
the  inteftines  braced.  See  Dr. 
Pringle's  excellent  obfervations  on 
the  difestfes  of  the  army,  page  254, 
Cif  feq.  where  the  reader  will  find  a 
full  and  fatisfaclory  hiftory  of  the 
fymptoms  and  cure  cf  this  diftem- 
per,  fo  frequent  and  fatal  in  the 
camp. 

MlSTURA  ad  PHTHISIN. 

Mixture  againjl  the  phthijis. 
Take  of  1. 

Balfam  of  copaiba,  one  dram  ; 
Common  water,  four  ounces; 


Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  one 

ounce  : 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,    half  a: 
ounce. 

Let  the  balfam  be  diffolved  in  a 
proper  quantity  of  yolk  of  egg, 
and  then  mixed  with  the  other 
ingredients. 

Take  of  2. 

Thebaic  extract,  one  grain  ; 

Conferve  of  roles,  half  a  dram. 
Mix  them  together,  for  a  bolus. 

Take  of  3. 

Oxymel  of  fquills,  a  dram  and  a 

half ; 
Thebaic  tinfture,  fifteen  drops ; 
Spirituous  cinnamon  water,  two 

drams ; 
Common  water,  two  ounces. 
Mix  them  together. 

In  the  advanced  {tare  of  a  con- 
fumpticn,  we  may  diftinguifh  two 
forts  of  coughs,  one  occafioned  by 
the  ulcers,  and  the  other  by  a  thin 
rheum  failing  upon  the  fauces  and 
trachea,  which  parts  being  then  de- 
prived of  their  mucus,  become  ex- 
tremely fenfible  to  irritation.  It  is 
this  laft  kind,  perhaps,  which  is 
moft  painful  and  teazing  to  the  pa- 
tient. The  fame  medicines  are  not 
proper  for  both. 

The  firft  fort  requires  balfamics, 
if  the  ulcer  is  open,  and  the-mat- 
ter  can  be  expectorated.  For  this 
purpofe,  the  firft  of  the  above  mix- 
tures is  a  very  elegant  and  effectual 
formula  ;  two  fpoonfuls  are  to  be 
taken  at  a  time,  twice  a  day.  If 
the  balfam  purges,  two  drams-  of 
the  paregoric  elixir,  added  to  the 
quantity  of  the  mixture  here  pre- 
ferred, will  prevent  that  effeft. 

The  other  kind  of  cough  can  only 
be  palliated  by  incraflants  ;  and  fur 
thatpurpofe,  the  fecond  of  the  above 
compofitions  is  one  of  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  medicines.     The  conferve  is 
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altogether  fafe,  and  otherwife  well 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
but  of  weak  virtues  :  the  opiate 
extract  is  the  moit  efficacious  in- 
gredient, but  is  to  be  given  with 
great  caution,  as  opiates  in  gene- 
ral are  apt  to  hear,  to  bind  the 
body,  and  to  obftruct  expectora- 
tion. 

As  thefe  bad  qualities  are  in  good 
meafure  corrected  by  fquills  ;  as 
foon  as  the  patient  begins  to  com- 
plain of  reftiefs  nights  from  cough- 
ing, the  third  mixture  may  be  uie- 
fully  exhibited  at  bed  time. 

MlSTURA   e  VALERIANA,    Luf. 

Valerian  mixture. 
Take  of 

Simple  pepper  mint  water,  twelve 

ounces ; 
Wild  valerian  root,    in  powder, 

one  ounce ; 
Compound     fpirit    of   lavender, 

half  an  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Wild  valerian  root,  one  of  the 
principal  medicines  in  epilepfies  and 
vertigo's,  feems  to  aniwer  better 
when  thus  exhibited  in  fubftance, 
than  if  given  in  form  of  tincture 
or  infufion.  The  liquors  here 
joined  to  it  excellently  coincide 
with,  and  by  their  warmth  and 
pungency  greatly  improve  its  vir- 
tues. Two  fpoonfuls  of  the  mix- 
ture may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day. 

Oleum  camphoratum,   Edinb. 

Camphorated  oil. 
Take  of 

Frefh    drawn   linfeed    oil,     one 

ounce  ; 
Camphor,  half  an  ounce. 
Mix  them  together 

This  preparation  is  defigned  for 
external  ufes  only,  as  an  anodyne 


and  diicutient,  in  cafes  of  burns, 
rheumatic  or  gouty  pains,  &c.  tho' 
camphor  thus  diilblved  in  oil  mi^ht 
not  inelegantly  be  exhibited  inter-* 
nally. 

PiLULiE  ex  allio,  Edinb. 
Garlic  pills. 
Take  of 
Garlic, 

White  foap,  each  half  an  ounce; 

Millepedes  prepared,  a  fufficient 

quantity  to  reduce   the  other 

ingredients  into   a  mafs  of  a 

proper  confiftence  for  pills. 

In  coughs  and  afthmas,  where 
the  bread  is  oppreffed  by  vifcid 
phlegm,  this  attenuating  and  ape- 
rient compofition  is  frequently  of 
great  fervice.  If  every  dram  of 
the  mafs  is  made  into  twelve  pills, 
five  or  fix  of  thefe  may  be  taken, 
twice  a  day. 

PiLULffi  aloetic/e,  Edinb» 
Aloetic  pills. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 
"White  foap,  each  equal  parts ; 
Thin   honey    as    much    as   will 
bring  them  into  a  mafs. 

This  medicine  is  an  ufeful  ape« 
rient  in  cachectic  and  chlorotic  in- 
difpofitions,  and  obftrudtions  of  the 
bowels.  A  fcruple,  or  half  a  dram 
may  be  made  into  pills  of  a  mode- 
rate fize  for  one  dofe. 

PlLUL-ffi   CHALYBEATE,    Edinb. 

Cbalybeat  pills. 
Take  of 

Gum  ammoniacum, 
Extract  of  gentian, 
Saltoffteel, 

Myrrh,  each  one  ounce  ; 
Syrup  of  fugar,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Mix  them   together,    according  to 


In 
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In  hyftencal 
bleeding  and  purging,  where  a 
fanguine  and  plethoric  habit  indi- 
cates thefe  evacuations,  chalybeat 
medicines  are  mod  to  be  relied  up- 
on ;  efpecially  when  joined,  as  in 
this  compofition,  with  bitters  and 
deobftruent  gums.  At  firft  taking, 
they  are  apt  to  inaeafe  the  com- 
plaints, (as  the  experienced  Syden- 
ham obferves)  and  occafion  great 
diforders  both  of  body  and  mind ; 
which  however  loon  go  off,  or  may 
be  relieved  by  a  proper  dofe  of 
opium  given  at  bed  time. 

Pilule  ecphractic?£ 

CHALYBEATJE,    Edinb. 

Deobjiruent  chalybeat  pills . 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 

Extract  of  black  hellebore, 

Salt  of  fteel, 

Galbanum, 

Myrrh,  each  one  ounce  ; 

Syrup   of  fugar,   as  much  as  is 
fufficient. 
Beat  them  into  a  mafs  according  to 

art. 

Pilule   ecphractic.se 
purgantes,  Edinb. 
Purging  deobjiruent  pills. 
Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes, 
Extract  of  black  hellebore, 
Scammony,  each  two  ounces  ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  three  drams  ; 
Effential   oil  of  juniper  berries, 

one  dram  and  a  half; 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  a  fufficient 
quantity. 
Make  thefe  ingredients  into  a  mafs, 
according  to  art. 

Pilule  gummosa,  Edinb. 
Gum  pills. 
Take  of 
A  fa  fetida, 
Wood  foot, 

Myrrh,  each  two  ounces ; 
i 
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diforders,       after        Oil  of  amber,  one  dram  and  a 
half; 
Syrup  of  fugar,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  a  mafs3 
according  to  art. 


Pilule  mercuriales 
laxantes,    Edinb. 
Laxative  mercurial  pills. 
Take  of 

The  mafs  oi  pit.  coccia, 

Gum  ammoniacum,     each   one 

ounce ; 
Quicldilver,     one  ounce  and  a 

half; 
Thin  honey,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Grind  the  quickfilver  with  the  ho- 
ney, till  they  are  perfectly  in- 
corporated ;  then  add  the  other 
ingredients,  and  mix  the  whole 
well  together. 

Pieulje  pacificje,  Edinb, 
Pacific  pills-. 
Take  of 
Galbanum, 
Myrrh,- 

White  foap,  each  two  ounces  j 
Opium,  one  ounce ; 
Syrup  of  fugar,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Make  them  into  a  mafs. 

Pilule  tectorales,  Edinb. 
Peroral  pills. 
Take  of 

Gum   ammoniacum,    an  ounce 

and  a  half ; 
Myrrh,  one  ounce ; 
Terebinthinated   balfam  of  ful- 

phur,   one  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  marfhmallovvs,  a  fuffi- 
cient quantity. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  mafs. 

Pilul^e  sciLLiTicff.,  Edinb. 
Scillitic  pills. 
Take  of 

Erelh  fquills, 

Gum 
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€5um  amrnoniacum, 
Leiior  cardamom  feeds,  each  e- 
qual  parts  ; 
Beat  them  together  into  a  mafs. 

Pilule  stoma'Hicje,   Edinb. 
Stomachic  pills. 
Take  of 

Sotocorine  aloes,    one  ounce  and 

a  half ; 
Gum  ammoniacum, 
Myrrh,  each  half  an  ounce  ; 
Vitriolated  tartar,  two  drams ; 
Eifentialoli  of  mint,  half  a  dram  ; 
Syrup  of  fugar,    as  much  as  is 
fufficient  to  make  them  into  a 
mafs. 

All  the  foregoing  pills  are  im- 
provements upon  fimilar  competi- 
tions of  the  (hops,  which  have  been 
already  defcribed  in  the  fecond 
part  of  this  work.  Their  virtues 
and  ufes  are  fufficiently  obvious 
from  their  titles,  and  the  ingre- 
dients they  are  compofed  of.  We 
fhall  only  add,  with  regard  to  the 
dofes,  that  eight  grains  of  the  pa- 
cific pills  contain  one  grain  of  opi- 
um ;  and  that  if  a  dram  of  each  of 
the  other  mafies  is  formed  into 
twelve  pills,  the  largeft  dofes  com- 
monly given,  are,  of  the  fcillitic, 
three  ;  of  the  chalybeat,  gum,  and 
pecloral,  four  ;  of  the  deobflruent 
chalybeat,  mercurial,  and  ftoma- 
chic,  fix;  and  of  the  purgative  de- 
obftruent,  eight.  1  he  chalybeat, 
gum,  pectoral,  and  fcillitic  pills, 
are  taken  twice  a  day;  the  mercu- 
rial, only  every  other  day. 

PlLtTLiE  ASTHMATICS  et 
ICTh  RICE 
Jfihmatic  and  i acrical pills. 
Take  of 

Hard  foap,  three  drams ; 
Gum  amm  niacum,  two  drams  ; 
Powdered  fquilis,  one  dram  ; 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  reduce  them  into  a 
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mafs  of  a  due  confidence  for 
being  formed  into  pills. 

The  ingredients  of  which  thefe 
pills  are  compofed,  are  of  the  molt 
powerful  kind,  and  excellently  co- 
incide with,  and  affift  one  another 
in  attenuating  or  dhTolving  thick 
vifcid  humors,  and  deterging  the 
veffels.  Hence  in  jaundices  arif- 
ing  from  a  lentor  of  the  bile,  or 
obftruftiohs  of  the  biliary  dudts,  in 
which  the  fasces  are  of  a  clay  co- 
lour, and  voided  with  difficulty ; 
and  in  old  flubborn  coughs,  afth- 
mas,  and  the  firft  ftage  of  a  con- 
fumption,  where  the  patient  com- 
plains of  pains  in  his  fide,  bound- 
nefs  at  the  bread,  or  hot  and  reft- 
lefs  nights ;  this  compofition  proves 
of  fingular  efficacy.  A  dram  of 
the  mafs  forms  ten  moderate  fized 
pills,  of  Which  three  are  to  be  tak- 
en every  morning  and  evening. 

Pilule  pices,  Edinb. 
Tar  pills. 
Take  of 

Tar,  any  quantity  at  pleafure. 
Mix  with   it    as    much  powdered 
elecampane  root,  as  will  reduce 
it  into  a  proper  thicknefs  for  be- 
ing formed  into  pills. 

Tar,  the  refinous  juice  of  pines 
and  fir  trees  rendered  empyreu- 
matic  by  the  fire  employed  for  ex- 
trading  it,  is  a  hot,  pungent,  bit- 
ter fubilance ;  and  by  thefe  qua- 
lities feems  capable,  where  its  of- 
fenfivenefs  can  be  born  with,  of  an- 
Iwcring  feveral  ufeful  purpoies  in 
medicine.  The  powder  here  mix- 
ed with  it,  though  of  no  great  vir- 
tue, is  neverthelefs  a  very  ufeful 
addition,  not  only  for  procuring  it 
a  due  confidence  for  taking,  but 
likewiie  as  it  divides  the  glutinous 
texture  of  the  tar,  and  thus  pre- 
vents its  adhering  to  the  interlines, 
and  promotes  its  folubility  in  the 
animal  juices.  Each  dram  of  the 
p  p  2  mafs 
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mafs  is  formed  into  twelve  pills,  fix 

of  which  are   taken  every  morning 

and   evening,     in  diforders  of  the 

breaft,  phthifes,  fcurvies,  &c.  They 

are  more  different  in  quality  from 

tar   water   than    might   be   at   firft 

expected  :     that   naufeous    draught 

has  little  heat,  pungency,  or  bitter- 

nefs ;   the  water  extracting  only  a 

fmall  quantity  of  the  hot  oil,  which     ing  ulcerations  of  the  paffages  :  the 

becomes  foluble  by  the  mediation     dofe  is  two  fpoonfuls,  twice  a  day, 


Syrup    of    marfhmallowsj 
ounces. 

Let  the  balfam  and  oil  be  well  beat 
up  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and 
■  then  mixed  with  the  other  ingre- 
dients. 

This   potion   is  given   for    pro- 
moting urine,  deterging,  and  heal- 


of  the  acid  produced  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  tar.  See  page  1 84. 
Some  have  imagined  this  acid  to 
be  the  only  fubftance  that  gives 
virtue  to  tar  water  ;  and  hence 
have  endeavoured  to  introduce  an 
acid  fpirit  obtained  from  tar  by  di- 
ftillation :  but  the  effects  of  this, 
and  all  other  acids,  are  directly 
contrary  to  thofe  experienced  either 
from  tar  water,  or  tar  given  in  fub- 
ftance. 

PlLULiE  ROEORANTES,    Edinb. 
Strengthening  pills. 
Take  of 

Olibanum,  one  ounce  and  a  half; 
Styptic  powder,  one  ounce ; 
Saltoffteel,  half  an  ounce; 
Syrup  of  fugar,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  mafs. 

This  compofition  is  a  very  effec- 
tual ftrengthner  and  aflringent  in 
the  fluor  albus,  and  other  like 
complaints.  Half  a  dram  of  the 
mafs,  formed  into  five  or  fix  pills, 
is  taken  twice  a  day. 

Potio  ealsamica,  Edinb. 
Balfamic   -potion. 
Take  of 

Balfam  of  copaiba,  three  drams ; 
EfTential  oil  of  juniper  berries, 

thirty  drops ; 
Fennel  water, 

Compound    horfe   radim   water, 
each  three  ounces ; 


The  author  of  the  manufacture 
of  drugs  has  difcovered  a  more  ele- 
gant method  of  uniting  balfams 
with  aqueous  liquors,  viz.  by  the 
mediation  of  gums  or  mucilages, 
as  the  mucilage  of  linfeed,  of  gum 
Arabic,  &c.  If  any  of  the  native 
balfams  or  turpentines  be  mixed 
with  a  proper  quantity  of  thefe, 
they  readily  dilfolve  in  common 
water,  by  agitation,  into  a  fmooth 
and  uniform  milk-like  liquor. 

Pulvis  diaromaton,  Edinb. 
Aromatic  powder. 
Take  of 

Canella  alba, 

Ginger,  each  equal  parts. 
Reduce  them  into  powder. 

This  is  a  moderately  warm  fpice, 
and  as  fuch  is  occaiionally  made 
ufe  of,  where  fubftances  of  that 
clafs  are  neceffary  :  the  larger!  dofe 
ufually  given  at  a  time  is  one  fcru- 
ple.  The  powder  is  very  elegant, 
and  as  ufeful  as  one  compounded 
of  the  more  cofUy  fpices. 

Pulvis    testaceus  ceratus-, 
Edinb. 
Ce  rated  tejlaceous  powder. 
Melt  any  quantity  of  yellow  wax, 
and  keeping  it  over  a  gentle  fire, 
fprinkle  into  it  as  much  prepar- 
ed  oyflerfhells  as  the  wax  will 
take  up. 

This  healing  and  lightly  reftrin- 
gent 
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gent  powder  is  fometimes  of  great 
fervice  in  dyfenteries  and  diarrhoeas, 
and  wherever  the  vifcera  are  fub- 
ject  to  be  eroded  by  acrimonious 
humors  :  it  is  likewife  fuppofed  to 
be  of  confiderable  efficacy  for  re- 
ilraining  immoderate  menftrual  flux- 
es. It  is  given  to  the  quantity  of  a 
dram,  twice  a  day. 

PuLVIS   TESTACEUS 

compositus,  Edinb. 
Compound  tejlaceous  powder. 
Take  of 

Oyfterfhells  prepared,  one  pound ; 
White  chalk,  half  a  pound. 
Mix  them  together. 

This  cheap  abforbent  powder  is 
at  leaft  equally  valuable,  as  a  me- 
dicine, with  the  more  coftly  and 
compounded  crabs  claw  and  bezo- 
ardic  powders  of  the  ihops.  Thefe 
kinds  of  preparations  are  given 
from  half  a  fcruple  to  half  a  dram, 
for  abforbing  or  deftroying  acidities 
in  the  firft  paffages ;  which  feems 
to  be  the  only  good  effect  that  can 
be  reafonably  expected  from  thefe 
fimple  antacid  earths.  Nor  are  they 
perhaps  fo  eligible  even  in  this  in- 
tention, as  the  alcaline  falts. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  take 
notice  of  a  quality  hitherto  little  ex- 
pected from  thefe  kinds  of  fub- 
ftances,  that  of  ftrongly  promot- 
ing putrefaction.  Flefli  mixed  with 
a  fmall  proportion  of  chalk  for  in- 
ftance,  and  expofed  to  a  heat,  e- 
qual  to  that  of  the  human  body, 
not  only  corrupts  fooner  than  with- 
out this  addition,  but  likewife  in  a 
far  greater  degree,  refolving  in  a 
few  days  into  a  perfect  mucus.  Al- 
caline falts,  on  the  other  hand, 
both  fixed  and  volatile,  are  fo  far 
from  promoting  putrefaction  (which 
they  have  been  generally  fuppofed 
to  do)  that  they  refill  it  with  a 
power  above  four  times  greater 
than  that  of  fea  fait.  This  quality 
of  the  abforbent  powders  (for  the 
difcovery    of   which,    with   many 


other  curious  experiments  on  the 
fame  fubjeft,  the  public  are  obliged 
to  the  ingenious  Dr.  Pringle)  feems 
to  forbid  their  ufe  in  all  kinds  of 
fevers,  where  the  animal  juices  are 
already  too  much  difpofed  to  a  pu- 
trefactive ftate.  We  have  formerly 
obferved,  that,  in  thefe  cafes,  tho' 
very  frequently  exhibited,  they  are 
at  bell  unferviceable  :  perhaps  their 
ill  effects  would  be  oftner  feen,  if 
it  was  not  for  the  quantity  of  acids 
ufually  given  in  acute  difeafes. 

Pulvis  vermifugus,  Edinb. 
Vermifug  e  powder . 
Take  of 

Tanfy  flowers, 

Worm-feed,  each  three  drams ; 

Salt  of  fteel,  one  dram. 
Make  them  into  a  powder. 

Pulvis  vermifugus 
purgans,    Edinb. 
Purging  vermifuge  powder. 
Take  of 

Choice  rhubarb,  three  drams ; 
Scammony, 

Calomel,  each  one  dram. 
Mix  and  make  them  into  a  powder. 

The  title  of  thefe  compofitions 
fufficiently  expreffes  their  ufe  :  the 
largeft  dofe  of  each,  commonly 
given,  is  half  a  dram  :  the  firft  is 
repeated  twice  a  day.  The  fecond, 
which  is  a  purgative,  may  be 
taken,  if  neceffary,  once  or  twice 
in  a  week. 

Serum  acetosum,  Edinb. 
Vinegar  whey. 
Take  of 
Cows  milk, 

Common  water,  each  one  pint; 
Vinegar,  two  fpoonfuls : 
Set  the  milk  and  water  over  the  fire, 
and  when  this  znixture  begins  to 
boil,  add  to  it  the  vinegar;  the 
curd,  which  then  forms,  is  to  ba 
taken  off. 

P  p  3  Serum 
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Serum  epidemium, 
Plague  whey. 

Take  of 

Cows  milk,  boiling,  two  pints  j 
Plague  water,  four  ounces. 

Mix,  and  take  off  the  curd. 

Thefe  liquors  are  intended  to  ac- 
company the  ufe  of  diaphoretic 
and  alexipharmac  medicines  in  fe- 
vers: the  operation  of  which,  they 
greatly  promote,  provided  they  are 
drank  warm,  and  in  confiderable 
quantity. 

SFIRITUS  LAVENDULiE 

coMFOsiTUSj  Edinb. 
Compound fpirit  of  lavender* 
Take  of 

Lavender  flowers,    a  pound  and 

a  half. 
Rofemary  flowers,  half  a  pound ; 
Lempnpeel,  three  ounces ; 
Cloves, 
Cubebs, 
Shavings  of  red  faunders,  each 

two  ounces  ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  gal- 
lon and  a  half. 
Let  the  flowers,  as  foon  as  gather- 
ed, and  the  frefh  peel,  be  com- 
mitted to  diftillation  with  the 
fpirit,  in  the  heat  of  a  water  bath, 
•and  the  operation  continued  till 
the  ingredients  remain  dry.  The 
cloves,  cubebs,  and  faunders  are 
to  be  fteeped  for  two  days,  in 
the  diftilled  fpirit ;  which  is  then 
to  be  {trained  off  from  them. 

This  js  a  very  elegant  fpirit  of 
lavender,  at  leaft  equal  to  any  of 
the  officinal  ones  formerly  defcrib- 
ed  :  fee  page  374. 

Spiritus  volatilis  oleosus, 
Edinb. 
Volatile   oily  fpirit. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  rofemary, 

Oil  of  amber,  each  an  ounce ;  and 


Volatile  fait   of  fal  ammoniac 

eight  ounces  ; 
Proof  fpirit,    one  gallon  and  a 
half. 
Draw  off  by  diftillation,   one  gal- 
lon. 


Spiritus  volatilis  oleosus 

extemforaneus. 
Extemporaneous  volatile  oily  fpirit. 
Take  of 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac^ 

one  pint ; 
Effential  oil  of  Jamaica  pepper? 
two  drams. 
Mix  them  together,    that  the  6\\ 
may  be  diffolved. 

Or, 

Takp  of 

Spirit  of  wine,  highly  rectified, 
Spin.   .2  fal. ammoniac,  each  half 

a  pint ; 
Effential  oil  of  Jamaica  pepper, 

two  drams. 
Diffolve  the  oil  in  the  vinous  fpirit, 
and  mix  this  foiution  with  the 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac :  a  white 
coagulum  will  be  formed,  w:  ;ch 
foon  refolves  again  into  a  tranf- 
parent  liquor,  depofitmg  a  quan- 
tity of  a  volatde  oily  fait. 

Or, 
Take  of 

Salt  of  tartar,  one  ounce  ; 
Crude     fal    ammoniac,      three 

ounces ; 
Jamaica     pepper      in     powder, 

twelve  ounces ; 
Rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  twenty- 
fix  ounces. 
Let  thefe  ingredients  be  well  mixed 
and  fhaken  together  ,  and  then, 
having  fuffered  the  whole  to  fet- 
tle for  a  little  time,  pour  off  the 
liquor  for  ufe. 

By  either  of  thefe  methods,  a 
volatile  oily  fpirit  may  be  made 
occafionally,  and  adapted,  at  plea- 

furfe. 
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foe,  to  particular  purpofes.  Thus, 
in  hyfterical  diforders,  where  the 
uterine  purgations  are  deficient,  a 
preparation  of  this  kind  made  with 
rue,  favin,  or  other  like  plants, 
proves  an  ufeful  remedy;  in  weak- 
nefles  of  the  ftomach,  mint  may  be 
ufed ;  and  in  cafes  of  flatulencies, 
anifeeds,  or  fweet  fennel  feeds :  thefe 
laft  greatly  cover  the  pungency  of 
the  volatile  fpirit,  and  render  it  fup- 
portable  to  the  palate.  The  fpirits 
thus  made  by  .fimple  mixture,  are 
no  ways  inferior  as  medicines  to 
thofe  prepared  by  diftillation :  the 
only  objection  is,  that  they  prove 
fomewhat  unfightly  from  the  tinge 
they  receive  from  the  oil,  or  drug, 
which  they  are  impregnated  with. 

Syrupus  ex  ALTHiEA,  Edinb. 
Syrup  of '  marjhmalloim ', 

Take  of 

Marfhmallow  root,  three  ounces ; 
Liquorice  roots,  one  ounce ; 
Englifh  maidenhair,  two  ounces  j 
White  fugar,  four  pounds  j 
Water,  fix  pints. 

Boil  the  water  with  the  roots  and 
maidenhair,  till  one  third  of  the 
liquor  is  wafted;  then  ftrain  the  re- 
mainder, and  having  fuftered  it  to 
fettle,  boil  it  again  with  the  fu- 
gar, over  a  gentle  fire,  keeping 
it  continually  ftirring,  till  it  ac- 
quires the  confiftence  of  a  fyrup. 

This  fyrup  is  lefs  compounded 
than  that  defcribed  under  the  fame 
title,  in  the  officinal  pharmacopoeia 
of  Edinburgh ;  but  might  ftill  be 
rendered  more  Ample,  without  any 
diminution  of  its  virtue.  See  page 
438.  g 

Theriaca,  Edinb. 
breach. 
Take  of 

Virginian  fnakeroot,  eight  ounces  ; 
Wild  valerian  root,  fix  ounces ; 
Scordium  leaves,  four  ounces  j 
Cloves, 


Myrrh,  each  three  ounces  j 
Galbanum,  two  ounces ; 
Saffron,  one  ounce ; 
Opium,  half  an  ounce ; 
Honey,  thrice  the  weight  of  the 
powders. 
Mix  them  together,   according  to 
art. 

This  is  an  ufeful  fubftitute  for 
the  theriaca  Andromachi,  to  which 
it  is  equal  in  efficacy,  though  con- 
fifting  of  lefs  than  one  fixth  part  of 
the  number  of  its  ingredients.  See 
page  482.  Two  drams  and  a  half 
of  the  compofition  here  prefcribed, 
contain  one  grain  of  opium. 

TlNCTURA  CANTHARIDUM,  Edinb. 

Tinfiure  of  cantharides. 

Take  of 

Cantharides, 

Camphor,  each  half  an  ounce ; 
Balfam  of  copaiba,  three  ounces ; 
Reclined  fpirit  of   wine,    three 
pints. 

Digeft  the  cantharides  in  the  fpirit 
for  two  days ;  and  having  then 
filtered  the  tincture,  digeft  it 
again  in  a  fand  heat,  with  the 
balfam  ;  laftly,  when  this  is  dif- 
folved,  put  in  the  camphor. 

Gum  guaiacurn,  oil  of  juniper 
berries,  and  cochineal,  which  the 
Edinburgh  college  ftill  retain  as  in- 
gredients in  their  tincture  of  can- 
tharides, are  here  judicioufly  omit- 
ted, as  being  at  beft  unneceflary 
articles,  in  a  medicine  limited  to  fo 
fmall  a  dofe ;  and  perhaps  the 
camphor  and  balfam  of  copaiba  de- 
ferve  the  fame  fate.  This  tindure 
is  of  the  fame  ftrength,  with  regard 
to  the  cantharides,  as  thofe  of  the 
fhops,  already  defcribed,  in  page 
413.  The  largeft  dofe  ufually 
ventured  on,  is  thirty  drops,  which, 
in  cafes  that  require  the  aififtance 
of  this  powerful  flimulant,  may  be 
taken  twice  a  day. 

P  p  4  The 
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The  general  virtues  of  canthari- 
des, and  the  cautions  neceffary  to 
be  obferved  in  the  exhibition  of 
them,  have  been  already  deliver- 
ed in  page  105  :  their  ufes  in  fome 
particular  cafes  may  be  feen  under 
the  feveral  preparations  of  them. 
We  ihall  here  obferve,  that  tinc- 
tures of  this  fly  have  been  found  of 
remarkable  fervice,  againft  the  le- 
profy;  Dr.  Mead  aflures  us,  from 
large  experience,  that  no  one  re- 
medy is  more  effectual  in  that  ob- 
itinate  diforder.  This  virtue  of 
cantharides  he  attributes  to  their 
diuretic  quality  ;  the  confent  of  the 
kidneys  with  the  cutaneous  glan- 
dules being  fo  great,  that  the  hu- 
mors accumulated  in  the  latter  are 
capable  of  being  eafily  difcharged 
by  the  former,  and  that  when  the 
kidneys  fail  in  their  natural  office, 
the  urinary  liquor  fometimes  tran- 
fpires  through  the  pores  of  the  fkin, 
During  the  ufe  of  the  cantharides, 
fuch  purgative  medicines  as  are 
proper  for  expelling  the  acrid  and 
thick  humors,  are  to  be  occafion- 
ally  interpofed. 

Tinctura  sacra,  Edinb. 

Take  of 

Socotorine  aloes,  two  ounces ; 

Aromatic  water,  three  pints. 
Macerate  for  two  days,    and  then 

ftrain  off  the  tinfture. 

This  is  a  judicious  emendation  of 
the  tinclura  facra  of  the  fhops : 
the  wine,  there  employed  for  the 
menftruum,  adts  flowly  and  diffi- 
cultly upon  the  aloes,  and  leaves  a 
part  undiffolved;  whilft  the  fpiri- 
tuous  liquor,  here  made  choice  of, 
readily  and  perfectly  diffolves  it. 
See  page  408. 

TROCHISCI  e  SFONCIA    USTA, 

Lufit. 
Troches  of  burnt  ff  owe. 
Take  of 


Burnt  fponge,  one  ounce  ; 

Fine  fugar,  three  ounces ; 

Mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  reduce 
them  into  a  mafs  of  due  con- 
fidence, for  being  formed  in- 
to troches. 

Burnt  fponge  has  lately  been  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  fcrophulous 
diforders,  and  not  unfrequently 
with  good  fuccefs.  Thefe  troches 
are  a  convenient  form  for  the  ex- 
hibition of  it,  efpecially  to  chil- 
dren, who  are  not  eafily  prevailed 
upon  to  take  medicines  in  lefs 
agreeable  forms. 

Unguentum   dicestivum, 
Digcjli<ve  ointment. 
Take  of 

Yellow  bafilicum, 

Black     bafilicum,     each     eight 

ounces ; 
Balfam  of  turpentine,  four  ounces ; 
Mix,    and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment. 

Unguentum  emolliens,  Edinb. 

Emollient  ointment. 
Take  of 

Palm  oil,  four  pounds ; 

Yellow  wax,  half  a  pound; 

Linfeed  oil,  two  pints. 
Liquefy  them  together. 

Unguentum  mercuriale, Edinb. 

Mercurial  ointment. 
Take  of 

Quickfilver,  two  ounces ; 

Hogs  lard,  purified,  three  ounces  jv 

Suet,  one  ounce. 
Work  them  well  together. 

Unguentum  nervinum,    Edinb. 

Nert'e   ointment. 
Take  of 

Oil  of  bays,  three  pounds  ; 
Suet,  two  pounds ; 
Oil  of  amber,  two  ounces  ; 
Mix  them  together. 

Unguen- 


Pharmacopoeia  Pauper um. 


585 


Unguentum  sulphureum, 
Edinb. 
Sulphur  ointment. 
Take  of 

Hogs  lard,  purified,  two  ounces  ; 
Sulphur    in    powder,    half   an 
ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

Unguentum  tuti;e,  Edinb. 
Ointment  of  tutty. 
Take  of 

Tutty  prepared,  half  an  ounce ; 

Frelh  butter,  two  ounces ; 

White  wax,  one  dram. 
Mix  them  according  to  art. 

Unguentum  tuti.?e 
camphoratum,  Edinb. 
Ointment  of  tutty  -with  camphor. 
Add  to  the  foregoing  ointment  one 
dram   of  camphor.     It  is  like- 
wife   made  with  two   or    more 
times  this  quantity  of  camphor. 

Moil  of  thefe  compofitions  are 
improvements  upon  fimilar  ones  of 
the  fhops  :  fee  part  II.  chap.  xxvi. 
The  ufes  of  all  of  them  are  fo  ob- 
vious as  to  render  any  comment  on 
them  unneceflary. 

Unguentum  piceum,  Edinb. 
Ointment  of  tar. 
Take  of 
Tar, 

Suet,  each  equal  parts. 
Liquefy  them  over  the  fire,  ftirring 
them  carefully  together. 

This  ointment  has  been  found  of 
confiderable  ufe  againft  fcorbutic 
eruptions,  and  other  cutaneous  ma- 
ladies. 

s  Unguentum   paralyticum, 

Palfey  ointment. 
Take  of 
Hogs  lard, 

Oil  of  bays,  each  four  ounces ; 
4 


Strong    fpirit    of  vitriol  ,    one 
ounce. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  an  un- 
guent. 

This  irritating  compolition  is 
applied  to  numbed  or  paralytic 
limbs  :  it  foon  reddens  and  inflames 
the  fkin,  and  when  this  efFeft  is 
produced,  mull  be  taken  ofFj  after 
which,  the  part  is  to  be  anointed 
with  any  emollient  unguent,  as 
that  of  elder. 

Unguentum  ad  psoram, 
Ointment  againft  the  itch. 
Take  of 

Sulphur,  one  ounce ; 
White  hellebore  root,  in  powder, 
or  crude  fal  ammoniac,  two 
drams ; 
Hogs  lard,  two  ounces. 
Mix,  and  make  them  into  an  oint- 
ment. - 

Sulphur  is  a  certain  remedy  for 
the  itch,  more  fafe  and  efficacious 
than  mercury  :  for,  as  Dr.  Pringle 
very  juftly  obferves,  unlefs  a  mer- 
curial unftion  was  to  touch  every 
part  of  the  fkin,  there  can  be  no 
certainty  of  fuccefs ;  whereas,  by  a 
fulphureous  one,  a  cure  may  be 
obtained  by  only  partial  unilion, 
the  animalcula,  which  occafion 
this  diforder,  being  like  other  in- 
fects, killed  by  the  fulphureous 
fleams,  which  exhale  by  the  heat  of 
the  body.  As  to  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury,  which  fomehave  account- 
ed a  fpecific,  there  are  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  men  undergoing  a  com- 
plete falivation  for  the  cure  of  the 
lues  venerea,  without  being  freed 
from  the  itch. 

The  quantity  of  ointment,  above 
directed,  ferves  for  four  unftions : 
the  patient  is  to  be  rubbed  every 
night ;  but  to  prevent  any  diforder 
that  might  arife  from  flopping  too 

many 
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many  pores  at  once,  a  fourth  part 
only  of  the  body  is  to  be  rubbed  at 
one  time.  Though  the  itch  may 
fce  thus  cured  by  one  pot  of  oint- 
ment, it  will  be  proper  to  renew 
the  application,  and  to  touch  the 
parts  moil  affedted,  for  a  few 
nights  longer,  till  the  fecond  quan- 
tity is  alfo  exhaufted  j  and  in  the 


worft  cafes,  to  fubjoin  the  internal 
ufe  of  fulphur,  not  with  a  view  to 
purify  the  blood,  but  to  diffufe  the 
fleams  more  certainly  through  the 
fkin;  there  being  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  animakula  may  fometimes 
lye  too  deep  to  be  throughly  deftroy- 
ed  by  external  applications. 


Explanation  of  characters  and  abbreviations  ufed  in 
frefcripion* 


gr.     \  f&  grain. 

&       f  \  a  fcruple. 

5        S  denotes  <  a  dram . 
jg        C  J  an  ounce, 

ft      3  v  a  pound. 

ana  or  %*,  a,  imports,  that  each  of  the  ingredients  preceding,  are 
to  be  taken  in  the  quantity  following  the  word. 


camp,  or  c. 

c.  c. 
c.c.  c. 


Tpartes  asquales 
quantum  vis 
quantum  fufficit 
fecundum  artem 


fiat 
mifce 

balneum  arenas 
balneum  marias 
fpiritus  vinofus 
fpiritus  vinofus  reclifi- 
catus 

compofitus 
cornu  cervi 
\__cornu  cervi  calcinatum  ) 


Tequal  parts. 

Ias  much  as  you  pleafe. 
as  much  as  is  fufficient. 
according  to  art ;  the  man- 
ner of  making  up  the  me- 
Idicine  being  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  com- 
pounder. 

make  or  let  be  made. 
mix. 
a  fand  bath, 
a  water  bath, 
fpirit  of  wine, 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine. 

compound, 
hartfhorn. 
^calcined  hartfhorn. 


Table 


lS$7l 


Ta ble  of   Diseases, 

with  the  principal  Remedies  adapted  to  each. 


A 


Bo  rtion,  to  prevent.  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  chalybeates, 
balfams,  tincture  of  am- 
ber, tincture  of  lac,  confection 
of  kermes,  peruvian  eledary : 
ftrengthening  pills,  ftrengthening 
powder,  and  all  corroborants, 

Abscess,  yk  ulcers. 

Aches,^  pains,  gout,  rheumatifm, 
fciatica. 

Acidities  in  the  firft  faffages,  to 
correii  or  dejlroy.  Magnefia  al- 
ba, chalk,  crabs  eyes,  oyfter- 
Ihells,  calcined  hartfhorn,  and 
fuch  other  fimple  earthy  bodies 
as  diftblve  in  acids.  Chalk  ju- 
lep, chalk  bolus,  antacid  lozen- 
ges, cardialgic  lozenges,  cardi- 
algic  troches,  compound  tefta- 
ceous  powder,  compound  pow- 
der of  crabs  claws,  bezoardic 
powder,  and  other  preparations, 
or  compofitions  of  the  foluble 
earths.  The  fixt  alcaline  falts 
of  wormwood  and  tartar ;  and 
She  volatile  falts,  and  fpirits  of 
fal  ammoniac,  hartlhorn  and 
foot. 

Acrimonious  humors,  to  thicken 
and  ohtund.  Gum  tragacanth, 
gum  arabic,ichthyocolly ;  marfh- 
mallow  root,  comfry  root,  faty- 
rion,  linfeed,  quince  feeds,  mai- 
denhair i   bolar  earths  i  and.  Q- 


ther  glutinous  and  mucilaginous 
fubftances.  Infulion  of  linfeed, 
pectoral  infufion  and  decoction, 
mucilage  of  quince  feeds,  incraf- 
fating  electary,  compound  pow- 
der and  lozenges  of  gum  traga- 
canth, and  other  preparations  of 
the  mucilaginous  fimples.  Sper- 
ma  ceti,  exprelTed  oils,  and  oily 
draughts . 

Ague,  fee  intermittent  fever. 

Anasarca,  fee  afcites. 

Angina.  Wine,  or  tincture  of  ipe- 
cacoanha.  Decoction  of  tama- 
rinds with  fena.  Diaphoretic 
draught  and  julep.  Gargarifms, 
mindererus's  fpirit.  Camphorat- 
ed cataplafm,  volatile  liniment, 
bliftering  plafter. 
Gangrenous,  or  malignant ',  an~ 
gina.  Peruvian  bark,  myrrh, 
contrayervaroot,  virginian  fnake- 
root ;  mindererus's  fpirit :  tinc- 
ture of  mint,  fafFron  wine,  cor- 
dial confection.  Steams  of  hot 
vinegar,  received  into  the  throat ; 
gargarifms,  with  vinegar,  tinc- 
ture of  myrrh  and  honey. 

Anthony's  fire,  fee  eryfipelas. 

Aphtha.  Balfamic  lohoch,  com- 
mon lohoch.  Emollient  garga- 
rifms.    Bliftering  plafter. 

A?o- 
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Apoplexy.  'Externa!  applications, 
bliftering  plafter,  finapifrns,  vo- 
latile fpirits,  volatile  plafter,  li- 
niment and  epithem,  compound 
fpirit  of  lavender.  Sternutatories, 
fternutatory  powder,  cephalic 
powder,  afarum,  white  helle- 
bore. Majlicatories ,  fialagogue 
troches,  nerve  troches,  pellitory 
of  fpain.  Glyfers,  with  honey 
of  hellebore. 

Internal  medicines. 

Cathartics,  colocynth  pills,  ca- 
thartic extract,  cathartic  bolufes. 
Emetics,  antimonial  wine,  tinc- 
ture of  white  hellebore.  Aroma- 
tics  and  fiimulants,  cloves,  pep- 
per, cardamom  feeds,  cubebs, 
nutmegs,  muftard,  pepper  mint, 
rofemary,  lavender,  wild  vale- 
rian root,  compound  fpirit  of  la- 
vender, aromatic  powder,  aro- 
matic wine,  guaiacum  wine,  ce- 
•  phalic  ale,  infufion  and  electary ; 
volatile  falts  and  fpirits,  aroma- 
tic and  fetid;  oil  of  hartfhorn, 
amber,  rofemary,  &c. 

Appetite /o/?.  Rhubarb ;  cardu- 
us,  orange  peel,  gentian  ;  mint, 
cinnamon ;  peruvian  bark  ;  and 
their  preparations.  Bitter  infu- 
fion, ale,  wine,  and  tincture ; 
ftomachic  tincture  and  elixir  ; 
elixirs  of  vitriol ;  dulcified  fpirit 
of  vitriol.     Emetics. 

Ascites.  Cathartic  draught,  ca- 
thartic bolus,  bolus  of  jalap  with 
mercury,  tin&ure  of  jalap,  hy- 
dragogue  julep,  lunar  pills,  ca- 
thartic and  diuretic  faline  mix- 
ture, diuretic  bolus,  diuretic 
ale,  decoftion  of  feneka,  diure- 
tic julep,  diuretic  infufion,  diure- 
tic draught,  anodyne  diuretic 
draught,  tinclure  of  cantharides, 
julep  of  fquiils,  fait  of  worm- 
wood,   fait    of  tartar,    balfamic 


potion,  garlic  pills,  fquill  pills. 
Strengthening  pills,  bitter  tinc- 
ture, extract,  of  gentian,  aroma- 
tic eledtary,  elixir  of  vitriol. 

Asthma.  Ammoniacum,  fquiils, 
garlic,  foap,  millepedes,  afa  fe- 
tida,  fulphur,  faffron,  elecam- 
pane, horehound,  benzoine,  bal- 
fam  of  tolu,  peru,  and  copaiba. 
Milk  and  julep  of  ammoniacum  ; 
fyrup,  oxymel,  and  pills  of  gar- 
lic ;  vinegar,  oxymel  julep,  and 
pills  of  fquiils ;  pectoral  pills, 
bolus,  oxymel  and  lohoch:  afth- 
matic  pills ;  tar  pills  ;  paregoric 
elixir;  fetid  julep ;  balfams  of 
fulphur  ;  oil  of  hartfhorn.  Eme- 
tics. Bliftering  plafter.  See  ex- 
pectoration. 

Atrophy,  Steel  wine,fugared  fteel, 
ftrengthening  pills,  ftrengthening 
powder ;  bitter  infufion,  wine 
and  tincture  ;  bitter  tincture  of 
rhubarb  ;  ftomachic  pills ;  ftoma- 
chic elixir  and  tincture ;  elixir  of 
vitriol ;  wine  of  peruvian  bark. 

Belly-ach,  dry.  Iliac  bolus,  in- 
fufion of  fena,  tincture  of  fena, 
tincture  of  jalap;  acrid  glyfters; 
aromatic  fotus,  and  other  warm 
fomentations  and  baths ;  cold 
baths. 

Bite  of  a  mad  dog;  pulvis  antilyf- 
fus,   mufk. 

of  a  'viper,  oil  olive,  rubbed 
warm  on  the  part. 

Elood,  to  fop,  fee  haemorrhage. 
Spitting  of  blood,  fee  hasmoptoe. 
Bloody  fax,  fee  dyfentery. 

Breath,  fetid.  Sweet  -  fmelling 
troches,  and  mafticatories  of  the 
odoriferous  refins,  &c. 

Bruises,  internal.       Sperm  a  ceti, 
Locatelli's  balfam,  balfamic  po- 
tion, 
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tion,  balfamic  electary,  vulne- 
rary decoction,  lime  water,  fim- 
ple  and  compound,  peruvian 
bark. 

Burns.  Traumatic  balfam,  cam- 
phorated oil,  camphorated  fpirit 
of  wine,  white  ointment,  cam- 
phorated white  ointment,  emol- 
lient ointment,  ointment  of  cala- 
mine, the  ointment  called  nutri- 
tum,  ointment  of  three  ingre- 
dients, ointment  oi  elder,  fatur- 
nine  ointment. 

Cachexy.  Chalybeat  electary, 
chalybeat  pills ;  bitters ;  bolus 
of  rhubarb  with  mercury  ;  fal 
polychreft ;  aloetic  pills,  tindtura 
facra,  elixir  proprietatis,  elixir 
of  aloes ;  elixir  of  vitriol ;  pre- 
pared antimony ;  mercurial  pills ; 
emetics.  See  atrophy  and  chlo- 
rofis. 

Cardialgia.  Magnefia  alba,  and 
other  abforbents  of  acidities. 
Sugared  fteel ;  bitter  tincture  of 
rhubarb  ;  tinctura  facra  ;  eme- 
tics. 

Catarrh.  Sulphur,  balfams  of 
fulphur,  conferve  of  rofes,  anti- 
hectic  decoction,  balfamic  elec- 
tary,  arabic  emulfion,  pectoral 
infufion,  opiates,  bitter  infufion 
with  fena,  bliftering  plafter.  See 
acrimony  to  obtund,  and  expec- 
toration to  promote. 

Chaps.  Oil  of  wax,  white  oint- 
ment, fimple  ointment,  or  po- 
matum. 

Chilblains.  Palm  oil,  common 
or  diachylon  plafter ;  volatile 
epithem,  warm  plafter. 

Chin  cough.  Ipecacoanha,  fquills, 
rhubarb,  bolus  of  rhubarb  with 
mercury,   mercurius  dulcis,  pe- 


ruvian bark,  ammoniacum,  pa- 
regoric elixir,  pectoral  infufion, 
&c.  bliftering  plafter. 

Chlorosis.  Strengthening  pills, 
ftrengthening  powder,  chalybeat 
pills,  chalybeat  ele&ary,  fteel 
wine,  tinctures  of  fteel,  deob- 
ftruent  pills,  aromatic  pills,  alo- 
etic pills,  rufus's  pills,  tinctura 
facra,  elixir  proprietatis,  aloetic 
alcaline  wine,  extract  of  gentian, 
bitter  infufion,  &c.  bitter  tincture 
of  rhubarb,  rhubarb  bolus  with 
mercury,  mercurial  pills,  ftoma- 
chic pills,  tincture  and  elixir, 
elixirs  of  vitriol,  aperient  ale, 
tar  water,  decoction  of  the  woods, 
emetics. 

Chorea  sancti  viti,  fee  epi- 
lepfy. 

Colic.  Bolus  of  rhubarb  with 
mercury,  aloetic  pills,  ftomachic 
pills,  tinctura  facra,  bitter  tinc- 
ture of  rhubarb,  tincture  of  fena, 
bitter  purging  infufion,  faline 
mixture,  faline  julep,  aromatic 
diftilled  waters ,  pepper  mint 
water,  fpearmint  water,  infu- 
fion of  toafted  bread,  opiates. 
Glyfter  againft  the  colic,  emol- 
lient glyfter,  aromatic  fomenta- 
tion, ftomachic  cataplafm. 

Consumption.  Conferve  of  rofes, 
antihectic  decoction,,  vulnerary 
decoction,  pectoral  infufion,  pec- 
toral bolus,  balfamic  electary, 
mixture  for  the  phthifis,  ammo- 
niacum julep,  fcillitic  julep,  bal- 
famic lohoch,  pectoral  pills,  tar 
pills,  fcillitic  pills,  lirns  water, 
fimple  and  compound,  tar  water, 
elixir  of  vitriol,  bliftering  plafter. 

Convulsions,^  epilepfy . 

Costiveness.  Tinctura facra,  alo- 
etic pills,  lenitive  electary,  folu- 
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tiv6  fyrup  of  rofes,  fotutive  pow- 
der. 

Cough.  Oily  draughts,  lohochs, 
pe&oral  infufion  and  decodlion, 
opiates,  all  agglutinants.  See 
afthma,  chincough. 

Courses,  fee  menfes. 

Crafula.  Cathartic  pills,  eme- 
tics, tindlura  facra,  aloetic  pills, 
aromatic  pills,  rufus's  pills,  elixir 
of  vitriol. 

Cutaneous  foulneffes,  fee  itch,  le- 
profy,  &c. 

De Fluxion,  fee  catarrh. 

Delivery,  to  promote.  Powder  to 
promote  delivery,  liver  and  gall 
of  the  eel,  opiates,  emmena- 
gogues,  fee  menfes. 

Diabetes.  Alum  whey,  peruvian 
eleftary  with  alum,  fiyptic  pow- 
der, lime  water,  fimple  and  com- 
pound, antihe&ic  decoction,  eli- 
xir of  vitriol,  dulcified  fpirit  of 
vitriol,  tinfture  of  rofes,  col- 
batch's  fiyptic  powder,  faturnine 
tindmre.  Mild  emetics  and  ca- 
thartics. 

Diaphoresis,  to  promote,  fee  fweat. 

Diarrhoea,  ee  dyfentery. 

Digestion,  to  promote.  Rhubarb, 
mint,  peruvian  bark,  bitters, 
aromatic?,  aloetics,  chalybeates, 
elixir  of  vitriol.  See  appetite 
loft. 

Dropsy,  fee  afcites  and  tympany. 

Dysentery.  Ipecacoanha,  tinc- 
ture and  wine  of  ipecacoanha, 
cerated  glafs  of  antimony,  rhu- 
barb,  bolus    of   rhubarb    with 
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mercury,  bitter  tindlure  of  rhti* 
barb.  Decodtion  and  extract  of 
logwood,  antidyfenteric  ele&ary, 
bolus,  pills,  and  mixture,  bind- 
ing ele&ary,  binding  julep,  af- 
tringent  deco&ion,  ftrengthen* 
ing  pills,  diafcordium,  decoc- 
tion of  diafcordium,  ftrengthen- 
ing  confe&ion,  lime  water,  bal- 
famic  lohoch,  cerated  teftaceous 
powder,  opiates.  Emollient, 
anodyne,  ftarch,  aftringent,  and 
balfamic  glyfters;  aromatic  fo- 
mentation, bliftering  plafter, 

Dysury,  fee  nephritis. 

Epilepsy.  Wild  valerian  root, 
peruvian  bark,  afarum,  betony, 
rofemary,  cloves,  and  other  a- 
romatics,  afafetida,  oil  of  harts- 
horn, oil  of  amber,  oil  of  rofe- 
mary, compound  fpirit  of  laven- 
der, fpirit  of  hart fhorn,  volatile 
aromatic  fpirit,  fetid  aromatic 
fpirit,  fetid  tintture,  tinfture  of 
foot,  fimple  and  volatile  tin&ure 
of  valerian,  caftor  bolus,  cepha- 
lic eleftary,  cephalic  ale,  cepha- 
lic infufion,  antepileptic  powder, 
antepileptic  bolus,  valerian  mix- 
ture, fetid  julep,  gum  pills. 
Emetics,  cathartics.  Cephalic 
powder,  bliftering  plafter,  epif- 
paftic  ointment,  finapifms,  fimple 
and  compound. 

Erysipelas.  Glauber's  fait,  bit- 
ter purging  fait,  faline  cathartic 
draught,  acid  eleftary,  decoction 
of  tamarinds,  alexetereal  bolus, 
diaphoretic  draught  and  julep, 
mindererus's  fpirit.  Externally, 
bliftering  plafter,  camphorated 
cataplafm,  anodyne  fomentation, 
aromatic  fomentation,  campho- 
rated fpirit  of  wine,  faturnine 
ointments,  ointment  of  elder, 
camphorated  white  ointment, 
ointment  of  tutty  with  camphor. 

Exco- 
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Excoriations.  White  ointment, 
ointment  of  calamine,  pomatum, 
nutritum,  faturnine  ointment. 

Expectoration,  to  promote.  E- 
lecampane,  liquorice,  florence 
orris  root,  groundivy,  maiden- 
hair, coltsfoot,  benzoine,  oliba- 
num,  honey,  millepedes,  fper- 
ma  ceti,  expreffed  oils,  garlic, 
iquills,  amrnoniacum,  foap,  faf- 
fron,  fulphur,  balfams.  See  a- 
crimony,  afthma,  cough. 

Eyes,  infla?ned.  Cathartics.,  mer- 
curial pills,  expreffion  of  mille- 
pedes. Externally,  eye  water  ; 
camphorated  vitriolic  water ;  eye 
ointment,  white  collyrium,  alum 
collyrium,  alum  curd,  razi's 
white  troches,  compound  pow- 
der of  cerufie,  the  ointments  of 
tutty;  bliftering  plafter,  epif- 
paftic  ointment. 

to   clear  from  fpecks    and  filmst 
fapphire  coloured  water. 

F evers,  continued.  Virginian  fnake- 
root,  contrayerva,  wild  valerian, 
faffron,  camphor,  mufk,  wine, 
camphor  julep,  camphor  emul- 
lion,  mufk  juleps,  compound 
deco&ion  of  fnakeroot,  tin&ure 
of  fnakeroot,  compound  tin&ure 
of  fnakeroot,  fudorific  tincture, 
alexeterial  water,  fimple  and 
fpirituous,  alexipharmac  bolus, 
alexeterial  bolus,  caftor  bolus, 
alexipharmac  pills,  alexipharmac 
powder,  compound  powder  of 
contrayerva,  alexipharmac  elec- 
tary,  cordial  mixture,  cordial 
confedion,  london  philonium, 
mithridate,  theriaca. 
Volatile  falts,  volatile  fpirits, 
fpirit  of  mindererus,  vinegar, 
vinegar  of  elder,  treacle  vinegar, 
vinegar  whey,  fpirituous  alexe- 
terial water  with  vinegar,  treacle 
water,  plague  whey,  plague  wa- 
ter with  vinegar,  camphor  julep 
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with  vinegar^  alexipharmac  ju- 
lep, diaphoretic  julep,  diaphore- 
tic draught,  acid  diaphoretic  ju- 
lep, diaphoretic  bolus,  decodion 
of  tamarinds,  nitrous  decoction, 
faline  antiemetic  mixture. 

Feve  rs,  intermittent.  Emetics ;  Pe- 
ruvian eledary,  tindures  and  o- 
ther  preparations  of  the  peruvian 
bark  j  febrifuge  decodion,  al- 
caline  infufion,  rhubarb,  bitters, 
tindura  facra,  bitter  tindure  of 
rhubarb,  chalybeates,  fal  am- 
moniac, faline  mixture,  diapho- 
retic bolus,  diaphoretic  julep, 
oil  of  amber. 

Flatulencies.  Anifeeds,  ginger, 
carminative  powder,  aromatic 
powder  and  fpecies,  aromatic 
tindure,  tindure  of  fena,  pepper 
mint  water,  carminative  juleps, 
compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  vo- 
latile aromatic  fpirit ;  cinnamon, 
anifeed,  juniper,  and  other  di- 
Hilled  aromatic  waters. 

Flooding,  fee.  abortion,  and 'men-' 
fes  to  reftrain. 

Fluor  albus.  Emetics  of  ipeca- 
coanha,  rhubarb  bolus  with  mer- 
cury, laxative  mercurial  pills, 
chalybeate  pills,  chalybeate  elec- 
tary,  fteel  wine,  and  other  pre- 
parations of  iron,  ftrengthening 
pills,  ftrengthening  powder,  pe- 
ruvian eledary  with  alum,  ftyp- 
tic  powder,  dulcified  fpirit  of 
vitriol,  lime  water,  fimple  and 
compound,  balfamic  potion,  tinc- 
ture of  cantharides,  tindure  of 
amber,  tindure  of  lac,  anti- 
phthifical  or  faturnine  tinc- 
ture, colbatch's  ftyptic  powder. 
•  Strengthening  fomentation,  in- 
jected. Anodyne  balfam,  ap\ 
plied  externally. 

Flux  of  the  billy,  fee  dyfentery. 

Freck> 
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Freckles.  Magiftery  of  bifmuth, 
magiftery  of  tin,  virgin's  milk, 
litharge  vinegar,  acrid  juice  of 
anacardium. 


Gangrene.  Peruvian  bark,  cam- 
phor, contrayerva,  myrrh,  alexe- 
terial  bolus.  Externally,  oil  of 
turpentine,  camphorated  cata- 
plafm, egyptian  ointment  or  ho- 
ney, tincture  of  myrrh  and  aloes. 

Giddiness,  ^vertigo. 

Gleet,  fee  fluor  albus. 

Gonorrhoea,  'virulent.  Decoc- 
tion of  tamarinds  with  fena,  laxa- 
tive mercurial  pills,  electary  for 
a  gonorrhoea,  balfamic  potion ; 
tincture  of  cantharides.  Emol- 
lient fomentation,  balfamic  in- 
jection, mercurial  injection. 

Gout.  Soap,  deco£lion  of  feneka, 
guaiacum  wine,  guaiacum  wine 
with  hellebore,  fcillitic  pills. 
Emollient  cataplafm,  anodyne 
balfam,  anodyne  plafter — gout  in 
the  Jiomacb,  ipecacoanha,  alo- 
etics,  aromatic  fpecies,  aroma- 
tic tincture,  compound  fpirit  of 
lavender,  extract  of  faffron,  cam- 
phor, peruvian  bark,  bitters, 
chalybeates.  See  fciatica,  rheu- 
matifm. 

Gravel,  ^nephritis. 

Green  sickness,  fee  chlorofis. 

Gripes,  fee  colic,  dry  belly  ach, 
acidities. 

Gums,  foul  and  bleeding.  Tinc- 
ture of  lac,  ailringent  gargarifin. 

Hemoptoe.  Decottion  of  tama- 
rinds, antihedtfc  decoction,  vul- 
nerary decottion,  arabic  emul- 
fson    balfamic  electary,  the  pe- 
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ruvian  ele&aries  without  fteei, 
lime  water,  dulcified,  fpirit  of 
vitriol,  tincture  of  rofes,  anti- 
phthifical  tincture,  pectoral  in- 
fufion,  ftyptic  powder. 


Hemorrhage.  Decoction  of  ta- 
marinds, nitrous  decoction,  purg- 
ing glyfters,  alum  water  of  bates, 
ftyptic  water,  colcothar  of  vi- 
triol ;  dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
tincture  of  rofes,  antiphthifical 
tinclure,  ftyptic  powder  and 
tincture  of  helvetius,  ftyptic 
powder  of  colbatch. 

Hemorrhoids.  Flowers  of  ful- 
phur,  electary  of  fulphur,  or 
hemorrhoidal  electary,  anodyne 
glyfter,  anodyne  fomentation, 
emollient  ointment,  hemorrhoi- 
dal liniment. 

Hair,  toincreafe:  fimple  ointment 
or  pomatum — to  take  off,  quick- 
lime and  orpiment,  made  into  a 
pafte  with  water,  and  fuffered  to 
remain  for  a  minute  or  two  up- 
on the  part. 

Headach.  Embrocations  with 
vinegar  of  rofes,  compound  fpi- 
rit of  lavender,  volatile  fpirits ; 
fternutatory  powder,  cephalic 
powder,  by  themfelves,  or  with 
a  fmall  proportion  of  yellow 
emetic  mercury ;  cephalic  plaf- 
ter ;  bliftering  plafter. 

Heartburn,  fee  cardialgia. 

Hiccup.  Compound  fpirit  of  la- 
vender, mufk,  mufk  juiep,  cor- 
dial julep,  volatile  aromatic  fpi- 
rit, peruvian  bark,  opiates,  tinc- 
tura  facra  Externally,  anodyne 
balfam,  ftomachic  cataplafm, 
camphorated  cataplafm. 

FIoarseness.  Extract  of  liquorice, 
oily  draughts,  balfamic  lolioch, 

lurch 
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ftarrh  lohoch,  lohoch  of  fperma 
ceti,  and  all  lubricating  oily  me- 
dicines. 

Hypochondriacal  and  hyste- 
rical diforden.  Penny  -  royal 
water,  rue  water,  antihyfteric 
water,  caftor  water,  oil  of  am- 
ber, oil  of  hartfhorn,  fpirit  of 
hartfhorn,  volatile  aromatic  fpi- 
rit, compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
tincture  of  caftor,  tincture  of 
foot,  tincture  of  peruvian  bark, 
antihyfteric  julep,  fetid  julep, 
mufk  julep,  cephalic  ale,  cepha- 
lic inrufion,  caftor  bolus,  peru- 
vian electaries,  elixirs  of  vitriol, 
elixirs  proprietatis,  fetid  glyfter, 
gum  pills,  aloetic  pills,  de- 
obftruent  piils,  hyfteric  piiis,  fto- 
machic  pills,  chalybeat  pills,  cha- 
lybeat  eleitary,  and  other  chaly- 
beates,  rhubarb  bolus  with  mer- 
cury, bitter  tincture  of  rhubarb, 
tinctura  facra,  emetics,  antihyf- 
teric plafter. 

Jaundice.  Emetics,  rhubarb  bo- 
lus with  mercury,  bitter  tincture" 
of  rhubarb,  tinctura  facra,  white 
foap,  expreluon  of  millepedes, 
fcillitic  pills,  icteric  pills,  ifteric 
decoction,  aperient  apozern,  a- 
perient  ale. 

Iliac  passion.  Cathartics  and 
opiates  ;  iliac  bolus:  acrid  purga- 
tive glyfters  ;  aromatic  fomenta- 
tion. See  colic,  and  dry  belly 
ach. 

Imposthume,  fee  ulcer. 

Inflammation.  Camphorated  fpi- 
rit of  wine,  white  Ointment  with 
Camphor,  ointment  of  poplar 
buds,  unguentum  nutritum,  fa- 
turnine  ointment.     See  eryfipelas. 


Intermit- 
mittent. 


'fiNrs,  fee  fevers  inter 
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Itch.  Sulphur,  taken  internally  ; 
or  ointments  of  it  applied  exter- 
nally. Troches  of  fulphur,  oint- 
ment of  fulphur,  ointment  for 
the  itch. 

Kibes.  Oil  of  wax,  unguentum 
nutritum,  faturnine  ointment, 
red  deficcative  ointment. 

King's  evil,"?  Mercurial  pills,  e* 
Leprosy,  j  thiopic  pills,  gol- 
den or  precipitated  fulphur  of 
antimony,  medicinal  regulus 
of  antimony,  tincture  of  cantha- 
rides,  camphor,  lime  water  iim- 
ple  and  compound,  decoction  of 
the  woods,  burnt  fponge,  pow- 
der againft  the  evil,  balfam  of 
guaiacum,  fcorbutic  ale,  fcorbu- 
fic  juices,  tar  water,  tar  pills, 
viper  broth.  Externally,  mercu- 
rial ointments  and  plafters. 

Lethargy,  fee  apoplexy. 

Lice,  fediculi  ingirinales.  AlLmer.*" 
curial  lotions  and  unguents,  oint- 
ments againft  the  itch,  oil  of  la- 
vender. 

Looseness.  Rhubarb,  decoction 
of  logwood,  extract  of  logwood, 
binding  eiefiary,  binding  julep, 
decoction  of  japan  earth,  diafcor- 
dium,  ftrengthening  confection, 
peruvian  electaries.  See  dyfen- 
tery. 

Lowness  of  fpirits.  Aromatic  di- 
Hilled  waters,  cordial  julep,  mufk 
julep,  cordial  mixture,  extract  of 
faffron,  oil  of  cinnamon,  fpirit 
of  faffron,  cordial  confection, 
cordial  electary,  fpirit  of  harts- 
horn, volatile  aromatic  fpirit, 
compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  con- 
fection of  kermes,  tincture  of 
faffron,  faffron  wine,  caftor  bo- 
lus. 

Q^cj  Mania, 
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Mania.  Antimonial  wine,  tin&ure 
of  white  hellebore ;  tindture  of 
black  hellebore,  extract  of  black 
hellebore,  tindure  of  jalap,  tinc- 
tura  facra  ;  diuretic  infufion,  lixi- 
vial  falts,  diuretic  fait;  afa  fe- 
tid a,  mufk,  camphor,  fetid  ju- 
lep, gum  pills  ;  bliftering  plafter ; 
honey  of  hellebore. 

Measles,  fee  fevers. 

Melancholy,  fee  hypochondriac 
diforders,  and  mania. 

Menses,  to  promote. 

Aloes,  black  hellebore,  faviri, 
rue,  fquills,  fafFron,  muftard 
feed,  myrrh,  galbanum,  oil  of 
favin,  penny  royal  water,  tinc- 
tura  facra,  rufus's  pills,  elixir 
proprietatis,  extract  and  tincture 
of  black  hellebore,  aperient  ale, 
bitter  infufion,  ammoniacum 
julep,  antihyfteric  julep,  fciliitic 
pills  ;  emmenagogue  powder,  bo- 
lus and  ele&ary  ;  chalybeat  pills, 
and  other  preparations  of  fteel ; 
troches  of  myrrh,  compound 
powder  of  myrrh,  ^compound 
elixir  of  myrrh,  antihyfteric  wa- 
ter, laxative  mercurial  pills. 
to  refrain. 

Alum,  peruvian  bark,  and  all  its 
preparations,  ftyptic  powder, 
tincture  of  rofes,  dulcified  fpirit 
of  vitriol,  fbengthening  pills  and 
powder. 

"MlLK,  to  reprefs  from  the  breafts. 
Camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  com  - 
men  or  diachylon  plafter. 

Miscarriage,/^  abortion. 

Mortification,  fee  ean^rene. 

Mother   f-its,  fee  hyfteric  difor- 
ders. 

NAUSEA,  fee  vomiting. 


Nephritis.  Hardfoap,  limewa* 
ter,  diuretic  bolus,  diuretic  pow- 
der, diuretic  deco&ions,  nitrous, 
decoction,  infufion  of  linfeed, 
common  and  arabic  emulfion, 
oil  of  juniper  berries,  oil  of 
turpentine,  nephritic  decoction, 
common  lohoch,  faline  mixture, 
balfamic  potion,  diuretic  julep, 
fciliitic  julep,  fciliitic  pills,  dul- 
cified ipirit  of  nitre,  dulcified  fpi- 
rit of  fait,  fait  of  amber,  tinc- 
ture of  cantharides,  opiates,  leni- 
tive electary,  nephritic  eledtary, 
tincture  of  fena,  elixir  falutis. 
Emollient  fomentation,  emollient 
glyfter,  turpentine  glyfter. 

Numbness,  fee  palfey. 

Pains,  to  eafe.  Thebaic  extraft, 
tin&ure  and  folution  ;  liquid  lau- 
danum, pacific  pills,  ftoxax  pills, 
faponaceous  pills,  caftor  bolus  -, 
fyrup  of  white  poppies,  philo- 
nium,  mithridate,  theriaca,  diaf- 
cordium,ftrengthening  confection, 
anodyne  and  diuretic  draught, 
and  other  compofitions  con- 
taining opium.  Externally,  a- 
nodyne  fomentation,  balfam  of 
turpentine,  camphorated  oil,  a- 
nodyne  liniment,  anodyne  bal- 
fam of  guido,  anodyne  balfam 
of  bates,  anodyne  plafter,  nerve 
ointment,  warm  plafter,  blifter- 
ing plafter. 

Palsey.  Garlic,  arum,  pellitory 
of  fpain,  Virginian  fnakeroot,  wild 
valerian  root  ;  rofemary,  rue, 
fage,  lavender,  cardamom  feeds, 
cloves,  cubebs,  lovage  feed,  muf- 
tard feed,  guaiacum,  fafiafras, 
afa  fetida,  camphor,  golden  ful- 
phur  of  antimony,  antihyfteric 
water,  compound  hoife  radifh- 
water,  antifcorbutic  juices,  de- 
co&ion  of  the  woods,  cephalic 
ale,  caftor  bolus,  guaiacum  bo- 
lus; antihyfteric  julep,  diapho- 
retic 
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retlc  julep,  diuretic  julep,  fetid 
-julep,  cephalic  infufion,  oil  of 
hartfhorn,  oil  of  amber,  fpirit  of 
hartfhorn,  compound  fpirit  of  la- 
vender, fait  of"  amber,  tincture 
of  caftor,  tincture  of  foot,  fetid 
tincture,  muftard  whey,  paraly- 
tic infufion,  emetics,  bolus  of 
jalap  with  mercury,  and  other 
cathartics ;  fetid  glyfter.  Exter~- 
nally,  Cephalic  powder,  fternu- 
tatory  powder,  balfam  of  turpen- 
tine, Saponaceous  balfam,  ano- 
dyne liniment,  nerve  ointment, 
paralytic  ointment,  warm  plafter, 
bliftering  plafter. 


guaiacum  bolus, 
lus,    white   foap, 
muftard  feed,  oil 
paralytic     infufion , 
wine,  mercurial  pill 
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rheumatic  bo- 

fcillitic   pills, 

of  turpentine, 

guaiacum 

Externally, 


emollient  cataplafm,  anodyne 
balfam,  balfam  of  turpentine, 
faponaceous  balfam,  camphorat- 
ed oil,  anodyne  liniment,  volatile 
liniment,  faponaceous  liniment, 
anodyne  plafter,  foap  plafter, 
warm  plafter,  bliftering  plafter. 

Rickets.  Ens  veneris,  or  martial 
flowers  ;  aromatic  fomentation, 
nerve  ointment. 


Perifneumony.  Pectoral  bolus, 
barley  water,  infufion  of  linfeed, 
common  lohoch,  ammoniacum 
julep,  fcillitic  julep,  diaphoretic 
julep ;  bliftering  plafter. 

Phlegm  I'ifcid,  to  attenuate.  Gar- 
lic, fquills,  ammoniacum,  alca- 
line  infufion.     See  afthma. 

Phthisis,^*? confumption,  afthma, 
loofenefs. 

Piles,  ^hemorrhoids. 

Pleurisy,  fee  peripneumony. 

Putrefaction,  to  prevent. 

Peruvian  bark,  myrrh,  aloes, 
contrayerva,  horfe-radifh  root, 
fcurvy  grafs,  muftard  feed,  fixt 
alcaline  falts,  volatile  alcaline 
falts,  and  neutral  falts. 
to  promote. 

chalk,    crabs  claws,    and  other 
abforbent  earthy  bodies. 

Quinsey,  fee  angina. 

Rheumatism.  Decoction  of  bur- 
dock, decoction  of  fenecka,  de- 
coction of  the  woods,  decoction 
of  tamarinds,  fcorbutic  juices, 
fcorbutic  ale,    diaphoretic  julep, 


Rupture.  Internal  corroborants. 
Strengthening  plafter. 

Scalds,  fee  burns. 

Scalded  h e  a d,  fee  leprofy. 

Sciatica.  Ifchiadic  cataplafm; 
•SV^rheumatifm. 

Scurvy.  Horfe-radifh,  fcurvy 
grafs,  muftard  feed,  buckbean, 
water  dock,  compound  horfe- 
radifh  water,  fcorbutic  ale,  fcor- 
butic wine,  muntingius's  fcorbu- 
tic wine,  ftomachic  elixir,  elixir 
of  vitriol,  fcorbutic  juices,  fcor- 
butic whey,  paralytic  infufion, 
acid  elixir  proprietatis,  chaly- 
beat  pills,  fteel  wine,  chalybeate 
electary,  and  other  preparations 
of  iron,  peruvian  bark,  tar  wa- 
ter, tar  pills  ;  bitter  infufion, 
fimple  and  purging  -,  fal  poly- 
chreft,  acid  electary,  decoction 
of  tamarinds,  bitter  tincture  of 
rhubarb,  tinctura  facra,  ftoma- 
chic piils. 

Seminal  weakness,  fee  fluor  al- 
bus. 

Sleep,  to  procure.  Thebaic  extract, 
tinflure  and  fblqtion  ;  and  all 
opiates,    See  pains,  to  eafe. 

Q_q    2  SMALfc 
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SmaLL  p<5X,  fee  f&vvcs*— bloody  fmall 
pox,  ftyptic  powder,  peruvian 
ele&ary  with  alum. 

Spleen.  Deobftruent  pills,-  fcor- 
butic  juices,  cummin  plafler,  am- 
moniacum  plafter  with  hemlock, 
fee  hypochondriac  diforders. 

Sprains.  Common  plafter,  length- 
ening plafter,  oxycroceum,  aro- 
matic fomentation. 

Stitches.  Warm  plafter,  blifter- 
ing  plafter. 

Stomach,  to  flrengthen.  Calamus 
aromatictis,  gentian,  Zedoary, 
ginger,  rhubarb,  wormwood, 
carduus,  mint,  lefier  centaury, 
chamemel,  orange  peel,  nutmegs, 
mace,  cinnamon,  peruvian  bark, 
aloes,  myrrh,  common  and  pep- 
per mint  water,  ftomachic  tinc- 
ture and  elixir,  elixir  of  vitriol, 
elixir  proprietatis,  elixir  of  aloes, 
aloetic  alcaline  wine,  extract  of 
gentian,  bitter  infufions,  bitter 
ale,  bitter  wine,  bitter  tinfture, 
tincture  of  mint,  tinfture  of  pe- 
ruvian bark,  rhubarb  bolus  with 
mercury,  aloetic  pills,  ftomachic 
pills,  chalybeat  pills,  bitter  tinc- 
ture of  rhubarb,  tindtura  facra, 
Wine  of  ipecacoanha,  and  other 
emetics.  Externally,  ftomachic 
cataplafm,  ftomach  plafter,  aro- 
matic fomentation. 

Stone.  Lime  water,  oyfterfhell 
lime     water,      hard    foap.      See 

nephritis. 

Surfeit,  fee  crapula, 

Sweat,  to  check. 

Elixir  of  vitriol,  acid  and  fweet ; 
dulcified  fpint  of  vitriol :    peru- 
vian bark,    and  its  preparations  ; 
faturnine  tincture. 
toprothote. 

Guaiacum,     faftafras  ,     fafFron, 
camphor,     opium,     extract  and 


refin  of  guaiacum,  deco&isn  of 
the  woods,  guaiacum  bolus,  dia- 
phoretic bolus,  volatile  falts  and 
fpirits,  mindererus's  fpirit,  dia- 
phoretic draught,  diaphoretic  ju- 
lep, fudorific  tincture,  tincture 
of  fnakeroot  fimple  and  com- 
pound, compound  decoction  of 
fnakeroot,  camphor  emulfion, 
caftor  bolus,  golden  fulphur  of 
antimony.     See  fevers  continual. 

Teeth,  to  clean fe.  Creme  or  cryf- 
tals  of  tartar  in  powder,  vitrio- 
lated  tartar  in  powder  —  Tooth- 
ach.  EiTential  oils,  nitre,  fiala- 
gogue  troches. 

Tenesmus,^  dyfentery. 

Thirst,  to  quench.  Cooling  julep* 
acid  electary.     i 

Throat  sore,  ^angina. 

Tumors,  to  difcufs. 
Litharge  vinegar,  fal  ammoniac, 
mindererus's  Ipirit,  camphorated 
fpirit  of  wine,  difcutient  cata- 
plafms,  ointment  of  elder,  gum 
plafter,  mercurial  plafter,  common 
and  diachylon  plafter  with  gums, 
foap  plafter,  camphorated  oil. 
to  fuppurate. 

Ripening  cataplafm,  fuppurating 
cataplafm. 

Twitching  of  the  tendons.  Murk, 
camphor,  volatile  falts,  alexi- 
pharmac  bolufes. 

Tympany.  Mild  cathartics,  car- 
minatives, bliftering  plafter. 

Venereal  diforders.  See  virulent 
gonorrhoea  and  leprofy. 

Vertigo,  fee  epilepfy. 

Ulcers.  Traumatic balfam,  Loca- 

telli's  balfam,  balfam  of  amber, 

tindure 
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tinfture  of  myrrh  and  aloes, 
green  balfam,  ointment  of  gum 
elemi,  arcaeus's  liniment,  bafili- 
■cum  ointment,  faturnine  ointment, 
ointment  of  calamine,  epulotic 
cerate. 

Vomit inc,  to  excite.  Powder  of 
jpecacoanha,  wine  and  tincture 
of  ipecacoanha,  fyrup  of  fquills, 
white  vitriol,  emetic  tartar,  anti- 
monial  wine,  tincture  of  white 
hellebore,  yellow  emetic  mer- 
cury, verdegris. 
to  refrain. 

Mint  water,  tincture  of  mint,  fa- 
line  antiemetic  mixture,  elixir 
.proprietatis  with  acid,  bitter 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  tinftura  fa- 
cra,  dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
elixir  of  vitriol,  emetics,  chaly- 
beates,  opiates.  Externally,  a- 
nodyne  balfam,  ftomachic  cata- 
plafm,  ftomach  planer,  aromatic 
fomentation. 

XJrine,  to  promote.  .Garlic,  bur- 
dock, eryngo,  fennel  roots, 
parfley  roots,  fenecka  roo.t, 
fquills,  pellitory  of  the  wall, 
.  chamemel  flowers,  wild  carrot 
feed,  fvveet  fennel  feed,  muftard 
feed,  Venice  turpentine,  balfam 
of  copaiba,  cantharides,  mille- 
pedes, nitre,  compound  horfe- 
jadifh  water,  vinegar  of  fquills, 
oil  of  turpentine,  oil  of  juniper 
berries,  decoction  of  burdock, 
decoclion  of  fenecka,  diuretic 
decoction,  nitrous  decoction,  diu- 
jetic  ale,  diuretic  bolus,  nephritic 
eleclary,     nephritic      decoction, 
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common  and  arable  emulfion, 
expreffion  of  millepedes,  faline 
mixture,  diuretic  draught,  ano- 
dyne diuretic  draught,  diuretic 
julep;  fcillitic  julep,  balfamic  po- 
tion, fait  of  tartar,  fait  of  worm- 
wood, diuretic  fait,  fal  poly- 
chreft.  dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre, 
dulcified  -fpirit  of  fait,  fait  of 
amber,  tincture  of  cantharides, 
fcillitic  pills,  turpentine  glyfter. 

Urine,  ihvolunthry.  Lime  water, 
dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol,  alum 
whey,  peruvian  eledlary  with 
alum,  ftyptic  powder,  antiphthi- 
fical  tincture. 

• — bloody,  fee  haemorrhage. 

— hot,  nitre,  fal  prunell,  common 
and  arabic  emulfion,  fperma  ceti 
pills,  oily  draughts. 

Wa  r  t  s,  to  extirpate  ;  all  cauftics . 

Whites,  fee  fluor  albus. 

Wind,  fee  flatulencies. 

Worms.  Savin,  tanfy,  worm- 
feed,  powdered  tin,  vitriol  white 
and  green,  mercuriusdulcis,  rhu- 
barb bolus  with  mercury,  fugar- 
ed  mercury,  fugared  Iteel,  laxa- 
tive mercurial  pills,  vermifuge 
powder,  purging  vermifuge  pow- 
der, effential  oil  of  wormwood, 
anthelmintic  powder,  anthelmin- 
tic fugar  cakes,  vermifuge  oint- 
ment. 

W.ou n vs,  fee  ulcers. 
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AMES  and  SYNONYM  A 


OF 


Medicines,  fimple  and  compound, 


Abforbent  earths 

page  53 

Agrimony 

70 
127 

Abficrfvves,  detergents 

21,  ,8 

hemp- 

Acacia,  egyptian 

I  66 

water- 

ib. 

true 

Alder,  common 

I 

german 

187,  244 

green 

72 

Acids 

52 

coniferous 

\ 

animal 

130 

ajiringent 

mineral 

52 

black 

7 

marine 

286 

berry -bearing 

> 

ib. 

nitrous 

ib. 

purging 

i 

vitriolic  . 

283 

Alcohol 

372 

vegetable                   5 

2,  67,     89 

Ale 

' 

39 

Acid  ele&ary 

557 

aperient 

-    552 

Acorns 

189 

bitter 

537 

Acrids 

60 

butler's 

■      ib. 

Adder 

224 

cephalic 

553 

Adder's  tongue 

171 

diuretic 

ib. 

^Ethiops,  antimonial 

360 

gill 

137 

mineral 

330 

fcorbutic 

553 

JEthiopic  pills 

467 

Alecoji,  coftmary 

91 

Agaric,  common    ") 
male           > 
purging      ) 

Alehocf,  groundivy 

136 

69 

Alexanders 

139    ; 

Alexipharmacs 

z5 

alcalized  ext 

rad":  of     ib. 

Alexipharmac  bolus 

5~  + 

female    ? 

glutinous  £ 

ib. 

julep 
powder 

54« 
5*7 

Agglutinants 

16 

Alexi- 
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Alexiterial  bolus 

548 

Alum,  burnt,  or  dried 

274 

electary 

521 

bolus 

548 

..  pills 

529 

collyrium 

553 

water 

546 

curd 

516 

fimple 

364 

powder 

75»  456 

fpirituous 

379 

water,  or  foluiisn  t 

if  bates  a8q 

with  vinegar 

380 

of  fallcpius  1 6 

Alifandersy  alexanders 

*39 

whey 

394 

Alkaline  earths,  abibrbent 

53 

Alum    plumous  ;     of  the 

englijh    and 

infufion. 

536 

germans,    a  Jlriated  f pedes  of  talc 

falts,  fixt 

277 

c6 

volatile 

301 

of    the  french ;     Jlriated    effloref- 

Alkanet 

79 

cences   of  common 

alum  from 

Alkermes,  fee  kermes. 

its  ores 

75 

All-good,  engliih  mercury 

98 

Amalgam  of  tin 

327 

All  heal,  clowns 

22 

Amaranth,  flower- gentle 

ib. 

herculesys  its   concrete 

juice, 

Amber 

.  213 

opopanax 

J73 

clarified 

ib. 

All-fpice,  Jamaica  pepper 

183 

prepared 

2$Z 

Almonds,  bitter 

78 

balfam 

299,    424 

exprefTed  oil 

255 

compound  powder 

456 

diitilled  water 

366 

tincture 

423 

fweet 

78 

troches 

456 

emulfion,  fee  < 

:mul- 

oil,  fait,  and  fpirit 

299 

fion. 

Ambergris 

7S 

exprefTed  oil 

2;? 

eflence 

43l 

Almond  foap 

280 

Amethyft 

55 

Aloes  ;  different  forts 

72 

Amianthus 

56 

purified  ) 

Ammoniac  falt,y£*  fait. 

prepared  > 

237 

Ammoniacum  gum 

76 

ivajhed  > 

purified    ( 
prepared  j 

236 

feparated,    by  ivater,    into  a 

pur- 

gati-z'e  gum 

253 

julep 

569 

and  refin  not  purgative 

ib. 

milk,  or  milky  folution 

434 

elixir 

428 

pills 

577 

pills 

577 

pi  after,  with  mercury 

500 

tincture 

420 

empyreumatic  oil 

269 

wine,  alcalized 

403 

Amomum,  common 

77 

aromatifed 

408 

true 

ib. 

Aloes-wood 

68 

Anacardium 

7$ 

effemial  oil 

ib. 

Analeptics,  reftoratives 

l9 

tincture 

ib. 

Angelica 

80 

Alterative  electary 

521 

candied 

241 

Alterative  mercurials,  Sec.  fee 

mer- 

concrete  juice 

80 

curials,  Sec. 

diftilled  water 

364 

Alum,  commonl 
cryjialline  C 

tincture 

80 

Anhalt  water 

377 

englijh       ( 
rock          j 

75 

Anime 

81 

Anifeed 

ib. 

red           7 

roman      £ 

ib. 

effential  oil 

260 

tincture 

81 

Q>_q  4 
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Anifeed  water 

38' 

Anodynes 

33 

Anodyne  balfam       270, 

5J3>  543 

glyiter 

564 

fomentation 

56? 

liniment 

573 

pills           473, 

474»  57s 

'Antacid earths,  abforbent 

53 

lozenges 

533 

Anthelmintic  powder 

518 

fugar  cakes 

533 

fee  vermifuge. 

Antiemetic  mixture 

544 

Antifebrile  pills 

529 

Antiheclic  decocHon 

554 

of  poceiius 

359 

Antimony 

81 

butter 

353 

cauftic 

ib. 

calx 

3  46 

ceruffe 

547 

cinnabar 

354 

crocus 

344 

milder 

ib. 

warned 

345 

diaphoretic 

346 

with  nitre 

ib. 

edulcorated 

ib. 

mild  emeftc 

345 

ethiops 

360 

glafs 

35i 

cerated 

352 

panacea       \ 

351 

prepared 

231 

purging 

353 

xegulus 

348 

martial 

ib. 

medicinal                    3 

44>  347 

ftellate 

349 

fulphur 

342 

golden 

3«9 

precipitated 

ib. 

tinctures 

425 

wine 

404 

Antiphthifical  tea 

536 

tin&ure. 

421 

Antipforic  ointment 

505 

with  mercury 

ib. 

with  fulphur 

ib. 

.Ants 

130    i 

add  juice 

ib. 

Ants,  efTential  oil 
Aperient  ale 

apozem 
crocus  of  iron 
roots 
fyrup  of 
fee  deobftruent. 
Apozem,  aperient 

fee  decoction. 
Apple,  bitter,  colocynth 
crab 
garden 
thorn 
Apricots 
Aqua  fortis 
compound 
double 
fingle 
Aqua  regia 
Arabic  gum 
emulfion 
Arcceus's  liniment 
ointment 
Archangel 
Argol,  tartar 
Armenian  bole 

prepared 
Aromatics 
Aromatic  electary 
pills 
powder 
fpecies 
volatile  fpirit 
tincture 
water 
wine 

cataplaim 
fomentation 
Arquebufade  water 
Arrache,  garden 
funking 


130 

552 
53  6 
3i8 
229 

443 

536 
117 

ib. 

34 
3? 
287 
289 
2S8 
287 
289 
»35 
434 
508 
ib. 
148 
216 

97 

232 

61 

52' 
467 
458 
ib. 
306 
412 
546 
538 
5^2 
565 
317 

88 
ib. 


Arrant}  Jione3    a  mineral  abforbent 


Arfenic,  pure,  or  white 
fulphurated 
red,  factitious 

native 
yellow,  factitious 
native 
Arfmart,  biting 
fpotted 


53 
«5 
ib. 
ib. 

ib. 
ib. 
ib. 

»77 
ib. 

Am- 
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Artichoke 
Arum 

pills 

compound  powder 
Afa  fetida 

purified 

pills,  fee  fetid  pills., 

tincture 
Afarabacca 
Afh  tree 

Alhes   of   vegetables,    extraction   of 
alcaline  fait  from  them  277 

pearl 

pot 

ruffia 
Afparagus 

dffa  fetida,  fee  afa  fetida. 
Afthmatic  elixir 

pills 
Aftringents 

Aflringent  crocus  of  iron 
decoction 
gargarifm 
powder 


16 

86 
87 

45* 
87 

236 

416 

87 
131 


115 

ib. 
ib. 
88 


of  colbatch 
tincture 
Avens 

elfential  oil 
Azure  f  one,  lapis  lazuli 

B 

Balauftines 
Baldmoney,   gentian 
fpignel 
Balm 

fimple  water 
compound  water 
Balfamics 
Balfamic  electary 
injection 
lohoch 
potion 
powder 
fyrup 
tincture 
Balfam  of  amber 
anodyne 
of  bates 
apoplectic 
of  berne 


429 
529 

16,  58 

3*9 

554 

566 

456,-  518 


35S 

423 
109 

ib. 

150 


90 
*33 
161 

•59 

367 

386 

18 

522 

.  568 

573 
586 

518 

439 

413 

299>  424 

270,  548 

5  *3 

479 
427 


Balfam  of  canada  218 

of  copaiba  91 

compound  oil  of  269 

friar's  427 

ofgilead  172 

green  5 1 3 

ofguaiacum  427 

guido's  270 

locatelli's  478 
of  many  virtues,  polychreft 

odoriferous 
perfian 

of  peru,  common"? 
black     S 
white 
faponaceous 
pffulphur,  fimple 
with  barbadoes  tar 
with  oil  of  amber 
anifeed 


oftolu 

fyrup 
tinct" 
of  turpent 
traumatic' 
vulnerary 
wade's 
Barbadoes  tar    '* 
diftilled  oil  >6S 
Barberry  bufh  94 
Barberries         %b> 
gelly  US 

Barks  "° 

peruvian,  Sec.  ^ 
Barley 
french 
pearl 
Barley  fugar 
water 
Bafil 

Bafilicnm 
black 
green 
yellow 
Baftard  fafFron 
Baftard  ftone  parfiey 
Baths,  cold 
hot 


juniper 
turpentine 


479 
427 

92 

512 
310 
n. 
ib. 
ib. 
^. 

ib. 
92 

439 
426 

268 

16 
427o9 

ibM 

18,61 


100 

99 

204 

222 

76 
80 


2^ 
i,  Sec. 

x39 
ib. 


465 

39" 
169 

-    cob 

'ib. 

ib. 

505 

108 

77 

49 

48 

Eaflme 
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Baume  de  commandeur 

427 

Bilhops  weed,  common 

76 

Bauldmony,  fee  baldmony. 

egyptian 

I 

ib. 

Banvm,  fee  balm. 

true 

Bay  berries 

149 

Bifmuth 

96 

ele&ary     „ 

475 

magiflery 

356 

expreffed  oil 

150 

Biftort 

96 

eflential  oil 

263 

Bitters 

62 

lea\7es 

149 

Bitter  ale 

537 

Bay-eberry,  laurocerafus 

365 

infufion 

395 

>  53^ 

Bdellium 

93 

purging 

395 

Beans 

128 

with  fena 

ib. 

fixt  fait  from  the  ftalks 

277 

tincture 

412 

buck  Beans 

221 

wine 

404 

malaca  Beans 

y8 

Bitter  apple,   colocynth 

117 

Bears  breech,  brankurfine 

67 

Bitter-fweet 

208 

Bears  foot,   black  hellebore 

*37 

Bitter  vetch 

173 

Beditraw,  ladies 

132 

Bitterivort,  gentian 

J33 

Beer 

39 

Blackberries 

192 

Bees 

82 

Black-lead,   a  fpecies  of foliaceous 

prepared 

237 

talc 

56 

wax,  fee  wax. 

Blackthorn 

187 

Beets 

94 

BlefTed  thiftle 

107 

Ben  nuts 

19 

Blifters 

I05 

Benet,   herb 

109 

Bliftering  epithem 

5'4 

Benjamin       <> 

ointment 

512 

Behzoine     5 

93 

plafter 

5°3> 

562 

flowers 

308 

compound 

ib. 

magiftery 

4*3 

Blood,  dragons,  fo  called 

198 

tincture 

ib. 

goat's,  prepared 

237 

Bertram,    pellitory  of  fpain 

188 

Blood-flone 

136 

Retony,  cokimonl 
tiMod    j 

95 

prepared 
Blue-bottle? 
Blue-blcnjo    } 

231 

pan         fours,  fluellin 
*>re.          <wa%r,  greater  wa 

pur            .  ^rt 
xe<:zoar  mineral 

124 

1 2 1 

ter  fig- 
204 

Blue  ointment,  milder 
ftronger 

506 
ib. 

3^5 

Blue-fone,  blue  vitriol 

Z26 

with  tin 

3S9 

Boars  tooth 

54 

Bezoar  ftone,  occidental 

95 

Bohea  tea 

219 

oriental 

ib. 

Bolar  earths 

56 

prepared 

23' 

Bole  armenic 

97 

Bezoardic  powder 

4S3 

prepared 

232 

Bill-  berries,  hurtl e-berries 

16 

bohemian 

97 

Bindweed,  fea  ;  ioldanella 

99 

of  blois 

ib. 

Birch 

95 

common 

ib. 

Birds-nefi,  wild  carrot 

123 

french 

ib. 

tongue,  knotgrafs 

1 1 1 

compound  powder 

I 

45? 

Birthwort,  long 

84 

with  opium 

round 

ib, 

without  opium 

ib. 

flender         "7 
bufby  rooted    y 

ib. 

Bolus  alexipharmac 
alexitereal 

524 
548 

Bijkop   leaves,    greater  w« 

iter  fig- 

of  alum 

ib. 

wort 

204 

Bolus 

INDEX. 


Bolus  antidyfenteric  548 

of  camphor  549 

of  cailor  ib. 

cathartic  525 

with  mercury  526 

of  chalk  549 

diaphoretic  ib. 

diuretic  .526,    550 

againft  the  dyfentery         526 

emmenagogue  527 

emetic  526 

febrifuge  527 

of  gamboge  550 

of  guaiacum  ib. 

hydragogue  ib. 

hyfteric  527 

ofjalap  550 

with  mercury  ib. 

iliac  527 

of  ipecacoanha         527,  551 

mercurial  551 

emetic  ib. 

pe&oral  ib. 

purging      -  525 

of  rhubarb  with  mercury  551 

rheumatic  528 

fcillitic  528 

fudorific  ib. 

treacle  552 

turpentine  528 

Bones  54 

Bone-binder    7    n     „  ii„ 

glue-Bone       j  cfteoC°lla  \U 

Bone-Jet,  comfry  1 1 7 

Borage  98 

Borace    "I  '.-, 

Borax    5  z  ' 

its    'volatile  acidulous  fak,  called 

fedative  293 

and  fixt  alcali  ib. 

Bottle,  blue  121 

Box  tree  ico 

decodlion  ib. 

empyreumatic  oil  207 

Brakes  129 

Bramble  192 

Bran  221 

Brandy,  proof  fpirit  210 

Brankurfine  6j 

Brankurjim    of  the    germans,    cow 

parfnep 
Brazilian  root,  ipecacoanha        142 


603 


199 
221 
86 
122 
268 

99 
93 

276 

*33 

277 

192 

394 
ib. 

fig- 

204 

93 

200 

99 

ib. 


Brazil  wood 

Bread 

fow-Bread 

Briar,  wild 

Bricks,  oil  of 

Brimitone,  fee  fulphur. 

Briony,  fee  bryony 

Brooklime 

efTential  fait 
Broom 

fixt  fait 
butcherVBroom 
Broth,  chicken 

viper 
Broivn-tvort,    greater    water 

wort 
Bruifenuort ,  common  daijV 

foapwort 
Bryony 

extract 

compound  water 
Buckbeans  221 

ale  553 

infufion  221,  567 

Buckrams,    arum  86 

alfo,    a   fpecies    of   wild   garlic, 
othern/jays  called  ramfons 
Buckfhom  plantane 
Buckthorn 

fyrup 
Suggs,  frcb-,m.mhdes 

Jo<w     J  *■ 

Bugle 
Buglofs 

Bullocks- eye,  houfeJbek 
Bulls-foot,  colts-foot 
Bulhvort,  bifhops  weed 
Bur,  butter 

clott-    l 

-dock  r  92 

decoction 
Burgundy  pitch 
Burnet 
Burnet-faxifrage 

tindture 
black 

blue  efTential  oil 
Butcher's  broom 
Butler's  ale 
Butter  of  antimony 
Butter  bur 


16 

209 
445 
i6t 

100 

99 

204. 

222 

76 

180 


555 

184 
182 

ib. 
183 

ib. 

ib. 

192 

537 

353 
180 

Cab- 


604  I    N    D    E    X. 

C  Cardiacs 

fee  cordials. 


Cabbages 

98 

Carduus  benedictus 

107 

Calamine      1 

extratt 

36S 

Calaminore     5* 

too 

infufion 

536 

Calamy          y 

effential  fait 

276 

prepared 

231 

tincture 

107 

cerate 

5 1 4 

fimple  water 

36s 

ointment 

ib. 

Carminatjves 

12 

Calamint 

101 

Carminative  julep 

542 

Calomel 

337 

powder 

518 

Calves -foot,  arum 

86 

Carpobalfam 

I08 

Calx  of  antimony 

346 

Carrot  of  crete 

Iz3 

mercury 

333 

deadly 

219 

tin 

326 

garden 

123 

Camels  hay 

H4- 

wild 

ib. 

Cammock 

171 

Cafcarilla    . 

125 

Camomile,  fee  chamemel. 

Cafenjieed,   fhepherd's  purfe 

100 

Campeachy  wood 

152 

Caffidony 

212 

Camphire    -* 
Camphor  $ 

Caffia 

IO9 

1 03 

eledlary 

476 

bolus 

549 

pulp 

235 

cataplafm 

$52 

Caflumunar 

ut 

emulfion 

563 

Caftor 

no 

julep 

433 

bolus 

549 

ointment 

504 

effential  oil 

365 

folutisn  in  oil 

tincture  in  proof  fpirit 

414 

infpirit 

435 

in  reclined 

fpirit 

ib. 

Candies,  fee  preferves. 

fimple  water 

365 

Cane,  fweet ;  calamus  aromat 

.  101 

Cataplafm  s 

5*5 

Cankers          t    •  .,, 
Cancer  rofe    5 

aromatic 

■55z 

*75 

camphorated 

ib. 

Caitkerwort ,   dandelyon 

I?3 

of  cummin 

5i5 

Cannel,    cinnamon 

116 

difcutient 

5J5 

>  552 

Canella,  white  1 

104 

emollient 

552 

Cantharides 

105 

ifchiadic 

ib. 

tindures  of  \o6,  413,  540 

>583 

ripening 

5i5 

Capers 

J  06 

ftomachjc 

552 

Caper  bark 

ib. 

fuppurating 

5i5 

Capivi,  balf.  copaiba 

91 

Catechu,  japan  earth 

Hi 

Caprifoil,  honeyfuckle 

106 

compound  pills  of  japan 

earth 

464 

Caranna 

ib. 

Cathartics 

2? 

>  63 

empyreumatic  oil 

269 

Cathartic  bolus's 

525> 

55o 

Caraway  feeds 

108 

draughts 

542 

cffential  oil 

261 

eleftary 

524 

fpirituous  water 

382 

emulfion 

544 

Carline  thiftle 

108 

extract 

252 

Cardamom  feeds,   greater 

106 

glyfter 

564 

letter 

ib. 

lozenges 

534 

fpirituous  water 

382 

pills 

530 

tin&ure 

4J4 

powders 

c,8 

Cathar- 

INDEX; 


Cathartic  fair,  bitter 

of  glauber 
faline  mixture 
Catmint 

Cats/not,  groundivy 
Caullics 
Caullic,    antimonial 

common,  milder 

flronger 
lunar 
potential 
Cautery 
Cayan  pepper 
Celandine 

Centaury,  the  greater 
the  leffer 

effential  fait 
extradb 
Cephalics 
Cephalic  ale 

eleclary 
infufion 
powder 
tincture 

purging 
Cerates 

of  calamine 
epulotic 
mercurial 
turner's 
white 
yellow 
CerufTe 

Compound  powder 
of  antimony 
Ceterach 
Cbadlock,  rape 
Chalk 
prepared 
bolus 
julep 
Chalk,  frencb 
Chalybeates 
Chalybeat  ele&ary 
pills 

tindlures 
wine 

fee  fteel. 
Chamemel,  double 
reman  7 
finglej 


»95 

291 

544 

165 

136 

38 

353 

283 

ib. 

3i? 

282 

ib. 

184. 

»'3 
11 1 

ib. 

275 
249 

9 

S'53 

557 
567 

456 
407 

ib. 

5l3 
514 

ib. 

ib. 
ib. 

513 
ib. 

112,    324 

4s2 

347 
I  12 
164 
II9 
231 

549 

43  3 

an  indurated  clay   5  6 

317 

522 

470 
4.9 

405 

113 
ib. 


Chamemel,  effential  oil 

extract 

iimple  water 
Chamemel,  {linking- 

wild 
Characters  ufed  in  prefcription,  ex- 


1 


605 

261 

249 
267 

119 


plained 
Charlock,  rape 
Chafte  tree 

Cheefe  bowles,  garden  poppies 
Cheefe-rennet 
Cherries,  black 

fimple  water 

morello 

red 

winter 
Cherry-tree  gum 
Cherry -bay,  lauro-  cerafus 
Chervil 
Chich  peas 
Chickwe'ed 
China  root,   occidental 

oriental 
Chio  turpentine 
Chocolate 
Chrift?nas   flower,    black 


586 
164 

69 

175 

132 
112 

112 


7? 
136 
365 
112 
114 

74 

114 

ib. 

217 

100 

hellebore 


Church-bugs,  millepedes 
Cicatrizing  cerate,   epulotic 
Cicely  fweet 

filken,  fwallow-wort 
Cichory 

Cinnabar  of  antimony 
factitious 
native 
Cinnabar  of  the 

blood 
Cinnamon 

effential  oil 

fimple  water 

fpirituous  water 

tiriclure 
Cinnamon  ,    white 


Cinquefoil 
Citrons 

peel,   candied 
Citruls 
Civet 
Clary 
Clays 


137 
161 
514 
164 
223 
114 

354 

33o 

A         *lt 

ancients,  dragon  s 
198 
116 
262 
366 
382 

4'5 
alba 
104 
177 
u6 
241 
1*16 
iz7 

J39 

,.  S6 
Clivers 


canella 


6o6 


INDEX. 


Clivers  8z 

Clot-bur,  burdock  92 

Clove  of  garlic  71 

Clove  july  flowers  109 

fyrup  439 

Clous               ?  o 
Clove  fpice     5 

effential  oil  261 

fyrup  440 

tincture  and  extract  109 

Cobalt  85 

Cobweb  83 

Cochineal  1 6 

fpirituous7tInaures  .bt 

watery      3 

Coffee  1 1 7 

Colbatch's  ftyptic  powder  358 

Colcothar  of  vitriol  283 

Cold  baths  49 

Cold  feeds,  four  greater  2Z9 

four  leffer  ib. 

Coleworts,  garden  98 

fea  99 

Collyrium,  aluminous  553 

dry  460 

white.  553 

Colocynth  1 1 7 

extraft  252 

pills,  fimple  468 

with  aloes  469 

Colophony  268 

Coloquintida  117 

Coltsfoot  222 

Columbines  83 

Comfry  1 1 7 

root,  candied  241 

fyrup  445 

Confection  of  archigene  48 1 

cordial  480 

ofdamocrates  481 

of  fracajiorius,    diafcor- 

dium  478 

ofkermes  446 

pauline  481 

rawleigh's  480 

flrengthening 

Conferves  238 

Conferve  of  hipps  240 

lavender  239 

mallows  ib. 

mint  ib. 


Conferve  of  orange  peel 
rofemary 
rofes 
rue 

fcurvygrafs 
floes 
wood  forrel 
wormwood 
Confound,  greater  ;  comfry 
middle ;   bugle 
/mall;  daify 


246 
ib. 

239 

ib< 

238 
240 
238 

239 
117 

100 
93 


faracens;  golden  rod  225 


Contrayerva 
infufion 

compound  powder 
Coolers 
Cooling  eleclary 

julep 
Copaiba,   balfam 
potion 

compound  oil 
Copal 
Copper 
calx 

cryftals,  ivith  nitrous  acid 
nvitb    vegetable   acids, 
gris 
volatile  tincture 
Copperas 
Coral,  red 

white 
prepared 
Corahwort,   toothwort 
Coralline 

mercury 
fecret 
Cordials 

Cordial  confection 
electary 
julep 
mixture 
the  four  cordial  flowers 
Coriander 
Cork 

Cornachini,s  powder 
Cornel 

Cornelian  Hone. 
Corn-f  cavers,  blue ;  blue  bottle 

yellow  ;  com  marigold 
Com-rofe,  red,  wild  poppy 


117 

118 

454 

34 
524 

54- 
91 

269 
118 
120 
322 

ib. 
verde- 

68 
322 
226 
118 

ib. 
231 

21 
Ji8 

334 
ib. 

9 
480 
481 
54i 

544 
229 
118 
213 

455 
118 

55 
121 

102 

75 


Corr 


INDEX. 


5  333 

}335 


Corroborants,  ftrengthners 
Corrofive  mercury,red 

precipitat 
fublimate 
white 
Coftmary 
Coftus 

Cotton-zveed,  cudweed 
Couch-grafs,  quickgrafs 
Cough^ivort,  coltsfoot 
Counterpoifon,   contrayerva 

monk/hood,  anthora 
Covvilips 

fyrup 
Cows -lungwort,  mullein 
Cows  milk 
Crab-apples 
Crabs  claws 

prepared 

compound  powder 
Crabs -eyes 

prepared 
Cranes-bill,  crow-foot 
Creme  of  tartar 
CrefTes,  garden 
fciatica 
water 
Crocus  of  antimony 
warned 

of  iron,  aperient 
aftringent 

of  metals 
Crow  foot  cranes  bill 
Cryftal 

if.and,   a  /pedes  of  {par 

Cry  utilization 

Cryftals  of  tartar 

Cubes 

Cuckow  flower 

Cuekow-pirit.    wake  robin 

Cuckonus  meatl  Jr       , 

f      7  \  woodiorrel 

Jorrel  J 

Cucumber,  garden 

fquirting  7 

Wild         S 

infpifated juice,  elaterium  120, 

n        ,  245 

Cucuroit  120 

Cudweed  16 

Culrage,   biting  ?rfmart  177 

Cumjry,   comhy  IIJ 


91 
118 

16 

'34 
222 
117 
82 
176 

443 
216 

146 

156 

104 

231 

453 
104 

231 

133 
273 

165 

141 

165 

344 

345 
318 

3'9 

345 

133 

55 

53 
271- 
273 

X20 

22 

86 

154 

120 

ib. 


Cummin 

effential  oil 

cataplafm 

plafter 
Cupmofs 
Curd  of  alum 
Currants ;  dried  fruit 

ijome 
Currants,  red  ;  fruit 
bujb 
gelly  of 
Cuttle  fi/b  bone 
Cyperus  root 
Cyphi  troches 
Cyprefs  tree 
Cyprus  turpentine 

D 

Daify,  greater 
leifer 
ox-eye 
Damafcene  plums? 
Damfons  i 

Damafk  rofe 
Dandelyon 
Danewort 
Dauke,  wild  carrot 
Dead  nettle 
Deadly  carrot 
Deadly  nightfhade 
Deal  tree,   fir 
Decoctions 

autiheftic 

aftringent 

of  burdock 

common 

of  diafcordium 

diuretic 

emollient 

febrifuge 

for  fomentations 

for  glyfters 

of japan  earth 

icteric 

of  logwood 

nephritic 

nitrous 

pecloral 

peruvian 


607 

122 
262 

498 

16 

Sx6 

of  toe  corintb 
227 

of  the  currant 

191 

24S 

54 
122 

461 

120 

217 


93 
ib. 
tb. 

187 

191 

I23 

I24 
I23 
I48 
2I9 

208 

65 

535 

554 

ib. 

5¥ 

to. 

390 
555 
"  391 
537 
39* 
39° 
536 
391 
S5S 
392 

ib. 

ib. 

5.56 

Decoctions 


388; 


6o8 


INDEX. 


Deco&ions  of  feneka  5^6 

Offnakeroot  393 

of  tamarinds  with  fena  397 

vulnerary  5  s;  6 

white  389 

compound  390 

of  the  woods  391 

Defenfive  plafter  498 

Deobftruent  eleclary  522 

pills  470 

with  fteel  ib. 

purgative  ib. 

Deficcative  ointment  507 

Detergents,  external  38 

internal  21 

Detergent  gargarifm 

Devils-bit  162 

Devils-dung,  afa  fetida  87 

Dew  46 

Dewberries,  goofeberries  3  5 

Diachylon  plafter,  fim pie  497 

with  gums    498 

Diapalma  499 

Diaphoretics  25 

Diaphoretic  antimony  316 

bolus  549 

draught  566 

julep  569 

acid  ib. 

Diafcordium  478 

decoction  •    390 

Diet-drinks,  fee  ales,    deco&ions, 

wines. 

Digeftives,  fee  fuppuratives. 

Digeftive  ointment  584 

Dill                            .  80 

efiential  oil                     -  260 

fimple  water  364 

tincture  80 

Difcutients,  repellents  36 

Difcutient  cataplafrn  51  5 

plafter  562 

Diftillation  of  acid  fpirits  283 

alkaline  falts  301 

and  fpirits  ib. 

empyreumatic  oils  267 

efiential  oils  2^6 

fimple  waters  361 

•    fpirituous  waters  371 

Dittander  150 

Dittany,  baftard  131 


Dittany  of  crete 

white 
Diuretics 
Diuretic  ale 
bolus 
decoction 
draughts 
mixture 
pills 
powder 
fait 
Dock 
bur- 

fharp  pointed 
four,  forrel 
water- 
Dodder 

of  thyme 
Dog-rofe 

Dogs  -cole,  mercury 
dung 

grafs,  quickgrafs 
mercury  ' 

tongue,  hounds  tongue 
Double  tongue 
Dragons 
Dragons-blood 
tincture  in  oil 
in  fpirit 
Draughts 
cathartic 
faline 
diaphoretic 
diuretic 

anodyne 
oily 
Drawing  medicines 
Drawing  plafter  , 

Drops  of  life 
palfey 
Dropwort 
Ducks -meat 
Dungs 

devils,  afa  fetida 
Dwale,  deadly  nightfhade 
Dwarf-elder 
Dyfenteric  bolus 

electary 
mixture 
pills 


543= 


475 


12$ 

*3' 

23 

553 
55° 
555 

543 
544 
53° 
5i9 
294 

148 

92 

148 

67 
148 
121 

ib. 
122 
161 
212 

*34 
i6t 

122 

*39 
124 

198 

ib. 

ib. 

540 
542 

543 

560 

1  567 

ib. 

544 

37 

496 

432 

375 
129 

35 
212 

87 
208 

124 

548 

521 

575 
530 


Eagle 


E 


INDEX. 

Ele&ary,  of cafia 
cephalic 


Eagle  ftone 
Ear,  jews 

moufe 
Earth,  japan 

lemnian 
fealed 
filefian 
Earths,  abforbent  or  foluble 
indiffolable 
hard 
fofter 
tenacious 
Earth-fax,  fee  plumous  alum. 
Earth-worms 
Eaton's  ftyptic 
Eau  d'arquebufade 

de  carmes 
Eel 

Eggfhells,  prepared 
Egyptian  honey 

ointment 
Elaterium  120, 

Elder 

rob  of  the  berries 


27 

89 

ib. 

141 

97 
ib. 

ib. 

53 

55 
ib. 

56 


154 

4^3 
337 
386 

80 
232 

44  7 
ib. 

245 
197 

244 


fimple  water  of  the  flowers  370 


vinegar  of  the  flowers 
Elder,  dwarf 
rob 
Elecampane 
candied 
effential  oil 
effential  fait 
extract 
tincture 
Ele&aries 
Electary,  acid 

purgative 
alexeterial 
alterative 
antepileptic 
antidyfenteric 
aromatic 
balfamic 
of  bayberries 
binding 
cooling 
cordial 
caryocoftine 


475= 


521. 

522, 


400 
124 
ib. 
126 
241 
126 
276 
249 
126 
520 

557 

524 

520- 

521 

520 

475 
521 

557 
47? 
561 
524 
481 

477 


609 

476 
557 

5zz 
ib. 


chalybeat  52: 

deobilruent 
emmenagogue     "7 
\    with  hellebore  J 

with  fteel 
for  a  gonorrhoea 

virulent 
after    the    inflammation 
ib. 
of  guaiacum 
hemorrhoidal 
of  black  hellebore 
incraffating 
lenitive 

for  glyfters 
nephritic 
paralytic 

pecloral  ajj. 

peruvian 

febrifuge 

ftrengthening 

fiyptic 
purgative  acid 
faponaceous 
of  fcammony 
of  f/ordium 


h 


ib. 
561 

558 

47D,  559 
477 


of  fulphur 
-iElemi 

effential  oil 
empyreumatic  oil 
ointment 
Eleutheria 
Elixir  of  aloes 
afthmatic 
of  health 

of  myrrh,  compound 
paregoric 
pecloral 
polychreft 
of  propriety 

of  helmont  • 
of  paracelfus 
with  acid 
facred 
ftomachic 
uterine 
of  vitriol 

acid 

dulcified 
R  r 


41  2, 

43° 


559 
523 
523 
523 
560 

ib. 

ib, 

524 

•  560 

477 
47S 

56 1 

124 

ib. 
269 
507 
125. 
428 
429 
422 

43  r 
429 

ib. 

427 

428 

403 
428 
429 

43  E 
,  561; 

43I 
,  561 

430 

ib. 

Elixir 


6io 
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Elixir  of  vitriol,  mynficht's 

430 

Ethereal  fpirit  of  wine 

volatile  of  vigani  zg8 

of  turpentine 

Elk's  hoof 

70 

Ethiopic  pills 

Emerald 

55 

Ethiops,  antimonial 

Emetics 

27,  63 

mineral 

Emetic  bolus's                  5 

26,  551 

Euphorbium 

mercury- 

34i 

Expreffion  of  juices 

tartar 

355 

millepedes 

wine 

404 

oils 

Emmenagogues,  hyfterics 

J3 

Extraction  of  pulps 

Emmenagogue  bolus's 

527 

Extracts 

electaries 

522 

Extract  of  carduus 

pills 

53i 

cathartic 

powders 

5'9 

of  centaury 

Emollients 

'9 

of  chamemel 

Emollient  cataplafm 

552 

of  elecampane 

fomentation 

39i 

of  gentian 

gargarifm 

566 

of  guaiaeum 

glyfter 

504 

of  black  hellebore 

ointment 

584 

of  jalap 

the  five  emollient  herbs  229 

of  liquorice 

Emulfions 

540 

of  logwood 

Emulfion,  arabic 

434 

of  opium 

camphorated 

563 

of  peruvian  bark 

common 

434 

of  plantane 

oily 

563 

of  rudius 

purging 

544 

of  rue 

Endive 

126 

of  fafFron 

Ens  veneris 

322 

of  favin 

Epileptic  eledtary 

521 

offteel 

powder 

450 

thebaic 

water 

385 

of  wormwood 

Epifpafiics,  blifters 

105 

Eye  ointment 

-Epifpaftic  ointment 

512 

water                           1 

pafie,  epithem 

5'4 

Eyebright  ? 

Eyewoort       £ 

pi  after 

5°3 

compound 

ib. 

eflential  fait 

Epithem  s 

5'4 

Epithem,  bliftering 

ib. 

F 

volatile 

ib. 

Epfom  fait 

46,  195 

Fats 

EpiUotics,  incarners 

prepared,  or  purified 

Epulotic  cerate 

5*4 

Feaberries,  goofe  berries 

Eryngo 

127 

Featherfew 

root  candied 

241 

Febrifuge  bolus 

Efience  of  ambergris 

43i 

decoclion 

of  emons 

263 

pills 

of  neroli 

89 

powder 

odoriferous 

43i 

Felmwort,  bitterfweet 

EfTential  oils 

256 

Fehvort,  gentian 

Eflential  falts 
1 

275 

547 


298 
267 
467 
360 

330 
127 

243 
s6c 
256 
235 
247 
365 
252 

239 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

252 

249 

250 

249 

25* 
236 

240 

253 
249 

375 

249 
405 
236 

249 

509 

490 
127 

275 


58,  90 

233 

35 

158 

527 
537 
520 

347 
208 

»33 

Fennel, 


I  ] 

tf    D 

Fennel,  common 

I2Q 

jfweet 

ib. 

eflential  oil 

262 

fimple  water 

367 

fennel  flower 

l66 

hogs- 

182 

Fern,  female 

I29 

flowering 

ib. 

male 

ib. 

Fetids 

*3 

Fetid  glyfter 

564 

julep 

57O 

pills 

47O 

tinclure 

416 

volatile  fpirit 

306 

Fever  powder 

347 

Feverfew 

158 

Figs 

107 

Figwort 

204 

greater  water 

ib. 

Finckle,  fennel 

1 29 

Fir,  red 

6? 

filver 

ib. 

E     X. 


611 


their  native  rejinous  juice, 

liquid  turpentine  218 

infpijjated,  re  fin  266 

juice,    extracted    by  fre, 

liquid,  tar  1  84 

injpijfated,  pitch  ib. 

eflential  oil  65 

Fir,  Canada        \ 

•    ■  •         >  218 

'Virginian     j 

iti    native  juice,  balfam    of 

Canada  ib. 

Fifli  glue  142 

Fifiick  nut,  piftachio  169 

Fitch  bitter,  vetch  1  73 
Five-fi?igered}         r                 r  .. 

-leaved Sgrafh   Cin1uefbl1  l77 

Flag,  fweet  I0i 

yellow  water  133 

Flax,   common  1-3 

purging  jb. 

toad-Flax    ? 

Flax-voeed,  f  ™' 

earth- Flax,    the  fibrrus   talc,  called 

plumous  alum  56 

Flea  wort  z88 

Flefh  glue  200 

Flies,  fpanifh  105 
See  eantharides. 


mtle  f 


5* 
208 


Flint 
Flixweed 
Floramour 
Flower  gentle  f 
Flower-di  luce 
yellow  ? 

water   5  *^ 
Flowers,    to  colled  and    preferve 

230 
Flowers,  or  fublirtates,   of  benzoine 

308 

fal  ammoniac  272 

fulphur  309 

wafhed  ib. 

fteel  3  1 9 

zinc  357 

Fluellin  1 24 

honey  of  447 

Fuahfooty  coltsfoot  222 

Jea,   foldanella  99 

Fcenugreek  130 

Fomentation,   anodyne  565 

aromatic  ib. 

common  391 

flxengthening  565 

Forget-me-not,  ground-pine  l  1  3 

Fox  glove  123 

Framboife,   rafpbeny  ;  92 

Frankincenfe  219 

French-lavender  212 

Frier's  babam  427 

FrogVfpawn  1 89 

Fruits  230 

Fuller's  thiftle  2  1 

Fulminating  gold  3 1 4 

Fumitory  131 

eflential  fait  275 

»G 

Galangal  131 

englijb,  long  eyperus  1 22 

Galbanum  1  3 1 

purified  236 

empyreumatic  oil  269 

Gall  of  the  eel  80 

Galls  132 

Gamboge  ib, 

bolus 

pills 

tincture  1 3  2 
B  r  2                        Garga- 


6l2 

Gargarifms  7 

Gurgles         S 

aftringent 
common 
emollient 
detergent 

Garlic 

infufion 

eiTential  oil 

oxymel 

pills 

iyrup 

tincture 

Garnet  (lone 


INDEX. 


566 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
ib. 

71 

ib. 

ib. 
448 
577 
437 

71 

5s 


Cafc-ngns  powder,  bezoardic     453 

Gellies,  animal  57 

Gelly  of  barberries  245 

currants  ib. 

hartfliorn  390 

quinces  245 

Gentian  133 

extract  249 

Gentle,  flower  16 

Germander  113 

water,  fee  fcordium. 

Gilead,  balm  172 

Gill-go-by-ground,  ground-ivy  136 

Gill-run-by- the-freet ,  foapwort    200 

Gill  ale  137 

Gilla  of  vitriol  272 

Ginger  228 

candied  242 

fyrup  446 

tincture  228 

Ginfeng  130 

Giafs  of  antimony  3  5 1 

cerate  d  352 

ijtxgGlafs,  fifh  glue  .  142 

ifing.Glafs         1   broad   fluted  Jijjile 

mufco'vy-Glafs  5      ta^c  5  6 

Giais-wort 

Glauber's  fait 

fpirit  of  nitre 
fpiritoffea  fait 
Glues 

fim-Glue  142 

Glutinous  fub fiances  57 

Ghfters  565 

anodyne 

aftringent 

tor  the  colic  ib. 

common 


MS 
291 

285 

ib. 


564 


Glyiler,  domeflic 
emollient 
fetid 
opiate 
purgative 
(larch 
turpentine 
Goat's  blood  prepared 

rue 
Gold 

fulminating 
mofaic 
potable 
Golden  rod 

fpirit  of  fcurvygrafs 
fulphur  of  antimony 
Goldilocks 
Goofeberries 
Goofe  dung 
Goofe  grafs 
Gourd 

bitter,  coloquintida 
Grace,  herb  of;  rue 
Grains,  cnidian 
kermes 
oily  purging 
of  paradife 
Granate  Hone 
Grapes 

dried,  railins 
currants 
Grafs  1 

couch-   C 
dogs-     f 
quick-  3 
vipers 


S64 
ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

563 

56c 

237 

132 

90 

3H 
326 

3'4 

225 

377 
349 
212 

35 
2iz 

82 
120 
117 
192 
220 

'45 
207 

J34 

55 
225 

227 

ib. 


[34 


204 


Gravity,  fpecific,  of  different  bo 


dies ;  table  of 
Graymill,   gromwell 
Green  balfam 

oil 

ointment 

precipitate  of  mercury 
Gromel  ? 

Gromwell   S 
Groundivy 
Ground -liverwort,     afh 


3 
'54 
513 
493 
512 

346 
*54 
136 


b. 


Ground-pine 
Groundfel 
Guaiacum,  gum 


coloured 
'51 

»'3 

126 

.  '35 
Guaiacum 


INDEX. 


Guaiacum  wood 
balfam 
bolus 
eleclary 

empyreumatic  oil 
extract 

refin  2 

tinfture 
wine 
Guido's  balfam 
Guinea  pepper 
Gums 

Gum  of  aloes 
arabic 

of  the  cherry-tree 
of  the  plum-tree 
fenica 

tragacanth"? 
dragon         j 
Gum  ammofiiacum 
anime 
guaiacum 
hederas 
Juniper 
lac 
Gypfum 

H 

Hare's  lettuce,   fow  thiftle 
Harrow,  reft- 
Hartfhorn 

calcined 
gelly 
oil 
fait 
fpirit 
Hart's  penny  royal 
tongue 

trefoil,  melilot 
Hartwort,  common 

italian 
Hawthorn 

Hay  maids,  ground  ivy 
camel's  Hay 
Health,  elixir  of 

tin£lure  of 
Hedge  hyffop 

-muftard 
Hedychroi  troches 
Hellebore,  black 


} 


*35 
4^7 
550 

5?8 
267 
Z52 

254 
4'7 
538 
270 
184 

57 
253 

»3S 

136 

'35 
136 

76 
81 

'35 
1 36 
144 
147 
5* 


35 

171 

118 
235 
39o 
301 

ib. 

ib. 
188 
'S3 
159 
207 

ib. 
208 
1  36 
144 
422 

ib. 

'34 
127 
462 
*37 


613 

5S.8 

249 
419 
407 
137 

447 
426 
138 
121 


Hellebore,  black,  eledhry 

extradl 

fpirituous  tinfture 

vinous  tinfture 
Hellebore,  white 

honey 

tincture 
Hellebore  of  the  ancients 
Hellzveed,  dodder 
Helmet  flower,  wholefome,   wolfs- 
bane 
Helvetius's  ftyptic  powder 
tincture 
Hemlock 

Hemorrhodial  eleflary 
liniment 
Hemp 

water  Hemp  7 

Hemp  agrimony  i 
Henbane,  black 
white 
good  Henry,  englifh  mercury 
Herb-benet 

-of  grace,  rue 

-holy-  vervain 

-maftich 

-mercury,  fee  mercury. 

-paris 

-robert 

-true-love 

-two-pence 

-william,  bifhop's  weed 
Herbe  aux-poux 
Herrnodaclyls 
Herring 
Hiera  picra 

Hi? -taper       1  ,,   . 

tj-i/j,         c   mullein 

tiigbtaper      i 

Hindberries,  rafpberries 
Hippocras,  aromatic  wine 
Hipps 

conferve 
Hoglice 
Hog's-fennel 
Hoily,  knee 

fea,  eryngo 
Honey 

clarified 

egyptian 

of  rluellin 

of  hellebore 
Rr3 


82 
456 
423 

"5 

561 

573 
104 

127 

139 

ib. 

98 
109 
192 
223 
158 

138 

'33 

138 
168 
76 
211 
139 

37 
457 

216 

192 

538 
122 

240 

1S2 
192 
127 
158 

233 

447 

ik. 

ib. 
Honey 
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Honey  of  herb  mercury 

i  r         r 


of  rofes 


44S 
ib. 
ib. 

io5 


folutive 
Honey-water 
Honeyfuckle 

Hoof  of  the  elk  70 
fweet,  a  teflaceous  abforbent 

53 

Hops  1  ,i 

Horehound  157 

Horefirong,  hog's  fennel  1  8  2 

horfe-heely  elecampane  126 

-hoof,  coltsfoot  22 1 

-mint  1 60 

-radifh  » 89 

infufion  189,  568 

di (tilled  water  386 

tincture  1 89 

-tail  1  i  1 

Hot  baths  48 

Hot  feeds,  four  greater  229 

four  leffer  ib. 

Hound's  tongue  122 

Houfeleek  204 

Hungary  water  3  3 

flurts                I  j6 

Hurtleberries  j 

Burtfickle,  bluebottle  121 

Hyacinth  ftone  55 

Hydragogue  bolus  550 

julep  570 

Hypnotics  33 

Hypociftis  140 

Hyffop  ib. 

effential  oil  262 

fim pie  water  3-67 

Hyfterics  13 

Hylleric  bolus         1  527 

julep  542,  433 

pills  531 

plafter  496 

tincture  417 

water  546 


I 


Jalap,  extract  250 

refin  253 

tincture  in  proof  fpirit    417 
in  rectified  fpirit  ib. 


Jacinth  fione 

5? 

J  ack-  by  -  the-hedge 

7' 

J*laP 

140 

bolus 

55° 

with  mercury 

ib. 

compound 
Jalap,  white ;  mechoacan 
Jamaica-pepper 
effential  oil 
fimple  water 
fpirituous  water 
tinct  ure 
James -wort,  ragwort 
Japan  earth 
decoction 
pills  of  mufk,  &c 
tincture 
troches 
Jafmine 
Icteric  decoction 

pills 
Jelly,  Jeegdly. 
Jerufalern  oak 
fage 
Jejfamy,  jafmine 
Jefuits,  jee  peruvian,  bark. 
Jefuits  drops 
jews  ear 

pitch 
Iliac  bolus 
Jncraffating  eledtary 
Indian  leaf 
Infernal  ftone 

Infufions  535 

Infuiion,  alkaline 

antifcorbutic 
bitter  395 

fimple 
purgative 
cephalic 
diuretic 
of  linfeed 
pectoral 
paralytic 
of  fena 

common 
with  lemon 
four  ounce 
Injection,  balfamic 
mercurial 
Joans  -fifaer  -pin,     garden 


418 
158 

183 
266 
368 

547 
184 
140 
141 
536 
464 
418 
464 
141 
392 
53i 


188 
141 

4*7 
89 

97 
527 
5  =  3 
»5? 

3'5 
388 
536 
567 
536 

39? 

ib. 
567 
568 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

396 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
568 
569 
poppy 
175 
Ipeca- 


INDEX. 


Ipeeacoanha 
bolus 
extract 
tincture 


527. 


142 

551 
142 
406 

a. 


Irijh  flate,  an  earth  impregnated  tvith 


alum 
Iron 

preparations 
fee  fteel. 
Ifchiadic  cataplafm 
Ifinglafs,  fiih-glue 
Jjinglafs,  a   broad-plated  fiffile, 


Juices 

Juice  of  liquorice,  extraft 
fcorbutic 
of  floes 
Jujubes 
Juieps, 
Julep,  alexipharmac 

of  ammoniacum 
antihyfteric 
binding 
of  camphor 
acid 
carminative 
of  chalk 
»  cooling 

cordial  - 
diaphoretic 
diuretic 
fetid 

hydragogue 
hy  fieri  c 
of  mufk 
of  fquills 
flomachic 
July-flowers 
Juniper  berries 

eflential  oil 
rob 

compound  water  383 

gum  144 

wood  ib. 

"Juno's  tears,  vervain  223 

Jupiter  s  beard,  houfeleek  204 

Ivory,  the  tooth  of  the  elephant       54 

Ivy,  ground-  136 

tree  •  ib. 

gum  ib. 


569> 


433> 
433> 


75 
12S 

3'7 

552 
142 
talc 
56 

H3 

249 

243 

244 
144 

540 

541 

569 

ib. 

S71 
433 
•  54* 
542 

433 
542 

54i 
569 

570 
ib. 
ib. 

542 

S7J 

57l 
542 
109 
144 
262 

'45 


E 

Kali 

Katharine's  flower, 

Kedlock,  rape 
Kermes  grains 


fennel 


confeftion 

fyrup 
Kermes  mineral 
Kernels  of  fruits 
Kernel^wort,  iigwort 
Kexes,  hemlock 

alfo,  tuild  angelica 
Kidney -wort,  navel-wort 
Knee-holm 
Knotgrafs 


615 

flower 
166 
164 

145 

446 

440 

35° 
5.8 

204 

"5 

80 

16 

192 

1 11 


Labdanum 

Lac 

tin  dt,ure 
Laced  thyme,    dodder  of  thyme, 

Ladanum,  Iabdanum 

Ladder  -to  -  heaven,    folomon 's 

Ladies  bedflraw 

hair,  maidenhair 
mantle 

fmocks,  cuckow  flower 
Lakeweed 

Lambatives  488, 

Lark-heels  ? 
Larkfpur    i 
Laudanum  liquid 
of  fydenham 
Lavender,  broadleaved? 
greater  i 

narrow-leaved  7 
common  5 

conferve 
eflential  oil 
fpirit,  ample 

compound 
french  Lavender 
Lavender-cotton 
Laurel,  lauro-cerafus 
fpurge  Laurel 
Laurie 

Laufkraut  2 1  2 

Rr  4  Laxa- 


146 

'47 
418 
&c. 

121 
I46 

feal 
207 

132 
68 
/O 
22 

J77 

533 
21 

410 
409 

149 

ib. 

2^9 

263 

373 

374- 

212 

65 

36S 
149 


6i6 


INDEX. 


Laxative  powder 

5'9 

Liniment,  arcams's 

whey 

537 

haemorrhoidal 

Lazule  ftone 

150 

mercurial 

prepared 

231 

faponaceous 

Lead 

185 

of  three  ingredients 

burnt 

323 

volatile 

5J3 

red 

ib. 

white 

white                            1 1 2 

,,  324. 

Linfeed 

fugar  of 

324 

infufion 

tinclure  of 

421 

oil  by  exprefiion 

Hack  Lead,  a  {mall-plated talc 

S^ 

mucilage 

Leeks 

186 

Liquid  amber 

Lemnian  earth 

97 

Liquorice 

Lemons 

153 

extract  7 
juice      S 

juice 

ib. 

fyrup 

440 

Litharge  of  gold 

peel 

J53 

of  lilver 

candied 

241 

prepared 

effential  oil 

•  263 

vinegar  of 

Lenitive  eleftary 

476 

Live-long,  orpine 

for  glyflers 

477 

Liver  of  the  eel 

Lentils 

150 

of  fulphur 

Lentifk  tree 

ib. 

Liverwort 

Leopard's  bane,  cloronicum 

124 

afhcoloured  ground- 

Lettuce,  garden 

148 

noble 

hare's,  fow  thiftle 

3 ' 

Locatelli's  balfam 

wild 

148 

Lockyer's  pills 

Levigation                          231, 

.  232 

Logwood 

Ley,  foap 

280 

decoftion. 

of  iron 

320 

extracl: 

of  tartar 

279 

Lohochs 

488, 

Lice,  wood- 

161 

Lohoch,   balfamic 

Lichvuale,  gromwell 

»54 

common 

Lign  aloes 

68 

of  linfeed 

Lily,  may 

'53 

of  manna 

of  the  valley 

ib. 

pecloral 

488, 

water 

169 

faponaceous 

white 

152 

of  fpermaceti 

oil  by  decofUon 

492 

of  ftarch 

Lime  {lone                             53, 

102 

of  tragacanth 

ftone- Lime 

102 

Lotion,  faponaceous 

oyfcedheH-Lime 

ib. 

Lovage 

Lime  water,  fimple 

3Q7 

gummy  refin 

more  compounded  398 

Loufewort 

lefs  compounded 

ib. 

Lozenges 

460, 

Lime  tree 

220 

antacid 

Linclus,  acidulous 

573 

anthelmintic 

folutive 

ib. 

cardialgic 

fee  lohoch. 

purging 

Linden  tree 

220 

of  tragacanth 

Liniments 

5  '5 

Lunar  cauftic 

Liniment,  anodyne 

573 

pills 

508 

573 
ib. 

512 

5'3 

>573 

512 

153 

568 

255 

154 

ib. 

'34- 

249 

154 

ib. 

232 

401 

119 

80 

311 

1 5:1 

ib. 

138 

478 

351 
152 

555 
251 

535 
573 
4^8 

ib. 

ib. 

57$' 
488 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
491 
150 

'51 
211 

533 

553 

ib. 

465 

SoA- 
466 

3J5 


INDEX, 


617 


Lungwort 
Lupine 


coves-,  mullein 


M 


Mace    . 

effential  oil 
expreffed  oil 
Madder 

Magiftery  of  benzoine 
bifmuth 
tin 
Maidenhair,  canada 
englifh 
true 
fyrup 
Maiths,  mayweed 
Malaca  bean 
Mallow,  common 

conferve 
marfh- 

ointment 
fyrup 
vervain - 
Malt  liquors 
Mandrake 
Manna 

lohoch 
Mantle,  ladies- 
Marble 

Marguerite,   daify 
Marigold 
Marjoram 

effential  oil 
wild  Marjoram 
effeniial  oil 
Maries 

Marmalade  of  quinces 
Marfhm  allow 

fee  mallow. 
Marfhtrefoil 
Marygold 
Mafterwort 
Maftich,  herb 

fyrian 
refin 
wood 
Maudlin         1 
Maudlin  tanfy  j 
May  dew 


221, 


1S8 
216 
*5S 


J55 

263 

*55 

191 

4*3 
356 
327 
442 
221 
68 
442 
119 

78 
156 

239 

74 

5°5 

438 

70 

39 
156 


70 

53 

93 

102 

*55 
263 
173 
264. 

S3 
244 

74 

221 
102 
142 
158 

»57 
158 

150 

69 
46 


May  lily 

153 

May  weed 

119 

Meadow-fweet            ~\ 
queen  of  the  meadows  J* 

226 

Meafures 

2 

Mecha,  balfam  of  Gilead 

172 

Mechoacan 

158 

Meconium 

44-1 

Medicinal  ftone 

358 

Medlar 

i6r 

Melilot 

»59 

plafter 

499 

Melons 

J59 

Mercury                               83, 

328 

alcalized 

329 

calcined 

332 

calx 

333 

coralline 

334 

corrofive,  precipitate"? 
red                 S 

333 

fublimate? 
white        3 

335 

dulcified,  precipitate 

339 

fublimate 

337 

emetic,  yellow 

34i 

panacea,  -white 

339 

red 

335 

precipitate,  brown 

34o 

green 

ib. 

red 

333 

fweet 

339 

yellow 

34-1 

'     white 

339 

of  wurtz 

34o 

purified 

3Z9 

folution 

332 

fublimate,  corrofive 

335 

dulcified 

337 

fugared 

329 

Mercurial  bolus 

551 

cerate 

5'4 

injeftion. 

569 

liniment 

573 

ointments          506; 

508 

pills 

531 

plafters 

500 

purgatives  47 1,  550 

.578 

Mercury,  herbi 
dogs          S 

160 

englifh 

98 

french 

i6q 

Mercury, 


6iS 


INDEX. 


.Mercury,  honey  of  448 

efiential  fait  of  276 

Mezereon  1 6 1 

Milfoil                                     ;  ib. 

blue  effential  oil  ib. 

Milk,  affes  146 

cows  ib. 

goats  ib. 

human  ib. 

Milk,  aftringent  571 

impregnated  with  iron  572 

Milk,  Jo  called,  7 

of  ammoniacum  $  ^34 

ofiron  572 

offulphur  311 

virgins  413 

Millepedes  1 6 1 

expreffion  565 

prepared  237 

wine  406 

Millet  161 

Mill  mountain  153 

Miltwaft  112 

Mint,  common?  /r 

/pear       i 

conferve  239 

effential  oil  264. 

iimple  water  368 

fpirituous  water  383 

tincture       160,  399 
160 
ib. 

effential  oil  264 

infufion  1 60 

Iimple  water  368 

fpirituous  water  383 


horfe- 
pepper- 


Mifletoe  7 

Mijlletot  5 

Mithridate 

Mithridate  muftard 

Monk's  hood,  counterpoifon 

Moneywort 

Morello  cherries 

Mofaic  gold 

Mofs,  cup- 

fea 
Mother  of  pearl 

of  thyme 
Motherwort 

Jlinking,  ftinking  arach 
Mouie-ear 


225 

481 
219 
82 
168 
112 

327 

16 

118 

*57 
207 

107 

88 

89 


Mucilages 
Mucilage  of  linfeed 

of  quince  feeds 
Muguet,  wood  roof 
Mugwort 

ample  water 
Mulberries 
fyrup 
Mullein 
Mufk 

bolus 
julep 
tinclure 
fimple  water 
Muftard  feed 
infufion 

oil  by  expreffion 
water  diftilled 
whey 
hedge  Muftard 
mithridate  Muftard 
treacle  Muftard 
Myrobalans 
Myrrh 

elixir,  compound 
powder,  compound 
emulfion  or  lac 
tinclure 

with  aloes 
troches 
Myrtle 

N 

Narcotics 
Nard,  celtie 

indian 
Navelwort 
Navew 

Neezeivort,  fee  fneezewort. 
Nenuphar,  white  water  lily 
Nep 

Nephritic  wood 
Nephritic  decodion 
eledlary 
water 
Nervous  fimples 
Nerve  ointment 

troches 
Nettle,  dead 
roman 


433. 


207. 


SI 
*54 

394- 
88 
86 

364 
162 
441 
216 
162 
525 
S7l 
162 
ib. 
207 
568 
255 
386 

537 
127 
219 

ib. 
163 
164 
43 1 
454 
434 
42Q 

ib. 
462 
164 


33 
164 
165 

»6,  3S 

164 

169 
165 
ib. 
39? 
559 
384 
9 
508 

534 

148 

227 

Netde, 


INDEX. 


'^ttle,  flinging 
Nightftiade,  common 

deadly 
Nmzin,  ginfeng 
Nitre 

antimoniated 

purified 

vitriolated 

decodion 

troches 

fpirit,  acid 

dulcified 
Nofebleed,  milfoil 
Nutmegs 

candied 
toafted 
oil  by  diftijlation 
by  expreffion 
tin£ture 
water 
Nut,  piftachio 
vomic 


Oak 

eflential  fait 
Oak  of  jerufalem. 
Oats 
Ochre 

Odoriferous  balfain 

eflence 

troches 

water 

Oils,  by  deco&ion 

by  diftillation 

empyreumatic 
efTential 
by  expreffion 
by  in  fun"  on 
Oil  of  almonds,  exp. 
amber,  emp. 
ammoniacum,  emp. 
animal,  deft. 
anifeed,  eff. 
barbadoes  tar,  emp. 
bay  berries,  ejjf. 
bays,  exp. 
box,  emp. 
bricks,  emp. 
caranna,  emp. 
caraway,  eff. 


227 
208 
ib. 
130 
166 

346 
271 
291 

392 
463 
286 
298 
161 
168 
24.2 

264 

ib. 

168 

384 
169 

34 


189 

98 

89 
169 

479 
43 l 
53* 
376 
492 
256 
267 
256 

255 
492 
255 

299 
269 

3°4 
260 
268 
150 
255 
267 
268 
269 
261 


Oil  of  chamemel,  eff. 

deco£i% 
cinnamon,  ejf. 
cloves,  ejf. 


619 

261 

492 
262 
261 


copaiba ».  impound, emp.  269 


.mm,  eff. 
dill  feed,  eff 
dill  leaves,  decoct. 
earth  worms,  decoQ. 
elder,  decocl. 
elemi,  emp. 
fennel,  eff. 
galbanum,  emp. 
green,  decoB. 
guaiacum,  emp. 
gum  ammoniac,  emp 
hartfhorn,  emp. 
hyffop,  eff. 
faint  John's  wort,  inf.  decocl. 

492 
juniper  berries,  eff. 
lavender,  eff. 
lemon  peel,  eff. 
lily  roots,  decocl. 
linfeed,  exp. 
mace,  eff. 
exp. 
marjoram,  eff. 
mint,  common,  eff. 

pepper,  eff. 
mucilages,  decocl. 
mullard  feed,  exp. 
of  neroli,  eff. 
nutmegs,  eff.  ■ 
exp. 
olive,  exp. 
orange  flowers,  eff. 
origanum,  eff. 
palm 

penny  royal,  eff. 
pepper  mint,  eff. 
rhodium,  eff.- 
rofemary,  eff. 
rofes,  damafk,  eff. 
red,  decoti. 
rue,  eff. 

decocl. 

fagapenum,  emp. 

faint  John's  wort,  infuf.  492 

decocl-  ib. 

faflafras,  eff.  zb; 

Oil 


262 
260 

492 

493 
ib. 

269 

262 
269 

493 
267 

269 

30c 
262 


262 

263 

i&, 

492 

255 
263 

lSS 
263 

264. 

ib. 

493 

255 

89 

264 
168 

170 

89 

264 

'74 
264 

ib. 

265 

264 

19c 

493 
265 

493 
269 


620 
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Oil  of  favln    ejf. 
foot,  emp. 
fpearmint,  ejf. 
ftorax  calam.  emp. 
liquid,  emp. 
fulphur,  acid fpirit 
tacamahac,  emp. 
barbadoes  tar,  emp. 
tartar  per  deliq.  ley 
turpentine,  ejf. 

etherial 
vitriol,  acid  fpirit 
walnuts,  exp. 
wax,  emp. 
white  lilies,  decoSl. 
wine,  ejf. 

earth  worms,  decoft. 
wormwood,  ejf. 


Oily  draught 
emulfion 
purging  grain 
Ointments  495? 

Ointment  of  arczeus 
bafilicum 
black 
green 
yellow 
for  bliflers 
blue,  milder, 
ftronger 
of  calamine 
digeiiive 
drying 
egyptian 
of  elder, 
emollient 
epifpaftic 
eye- 

of  four  ingredients 
green 

of  gum  elemi 
for  the  itch  505, 

with  mercury 
with  fulphur 
of  marfhmallows 
mercurial  508, 

of  mercury  precipitate 
nerve  508, 

nutritum 
opodeldoc 
paralytic 


265 

3°4 
264 
269 
ib. 
284 
269 
268 

z79 
26^ 

268 

283 

269 
492 
297 

493 
262 
492 

544 
563 
207 

545 
508 
506 

ib. 

ib. 
505 
512 
506 

ib. 
514 
544 
5°7 
447 
5°9 
584 
512 
509 
506 

511 

507 

58? 

ib. 
ib. 

5°S 

.C-L 
508 
584 

ib. 


Ointment  of  pompholyx 
pomatum 
of  poplar  buds 
red  deficcative 
of  rofes 
faturnine 
Ample 
of  fulphur 
of  tar 


507 
5~io 
509 

5°7 
510 

ib. 

ib. 
510,  58; 
509,  58; 


of  three  ingredients    5 1 1 
of  tutty  ib. 

with  camphor 
vermifuge 
white 

with  camphor 
vellow 


Oker,  ochre 

Olibanum 

Olives 

lucca 

provence 

fpanifh 
Olive  oil 
fp  urge-Olive 
One  berry 
Onions 

fea- 
Opening,  fee  aperient. 
Ophthalmic  ointment 

water, 
Opiates 
Opium 

ftrained 

tin&ures,    or    folutions, 


33z>  347> 


409, 
Opiated  aftringents 

diaphoretics 
diuretics 
mercurials 
purgatives 
Opobalfam 
Opodeldoc 
Opopanax 

prepared  ~? 
purified   f 
Orach 
Orange  flowers 

diftilled  water 
eflential  oil 
juice 
fyrup 


511 

5°4 

ib. 

506 

169 

170 

169 

170 

ib. 

ib. 
169 
161 
138 
in 
203 

509 
547 

33 
t7i 
236 

of 

410  43;,  S72 

452,458,  478 
552 

543 
532 
527 
172 
5»z 

'73 


490, 


237 

88 
89 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
44i 


Oranjre 


INDEX. 


Grange  peel 

89 

candied 

241 

conferve 

240 

eflential  oil 

89 

fyrup 

438 

fimple  water 

364 

fpirituous  water 

381 

tincture 

89 

Orchanet,  alkanet 

79 

Orchis 

201 

Organs,  penny-royal 

188 

Origanum 

173 

eflential  oil 

264 

Orpiment 

85 

Orpine 

119 

Orris,  common 

144 

florence  7 
illyrian  S 

ib. 

Ofmund-royal 

129 

Ofteocolla 

l73 

Ox-eye-daify 

93 

Oxycroceum 

501 

Oxymels 

448 

Oxymel  of  garlic 

ib. 

pectoral 

449 

(iirnple 

ib. 

of  fquills 

'  ib. 

Oyfterfhells 

53 

prepared 

231 

P 

Palm  oil 

*74 

Palfey  drops 

375 

Panacea  of  antimony 

35° 

of  mercury 

339 

red 

335 

nitrous 

272 

Panic 

J75 

Paradife,  grains  of 

J34 

Paralytic  electary 

523 

ointment 

585 

Paregorics,  opiates 

33 

Paregoric  elixir 

429 

Pareira  brava 

176 

Parietary,  pellitory  of  the  wall 

177 

Parmacitty 

208 

Parfley,  common 

181 

fimple  water  368 

compound  water 

3H 

Parfley,  macedonian 

baltard  ftone- 

Parfneps,  garden 

wild 

Pa/pier,  fampire 

Pafs-fionver  ?  , 

t>  r      1      k   amaranth 
rajs-'velour  3 

Pafie  bliftering,  epithem 

PauTs  betony,  fluellin 

Peach,  flowers 

diftilled  water 

infufion 

fruit 

Peacock's  dung 

Pearl 

prepared 

Pearl  afhes 

-barley 

Peas 

Pectoral  bolus 

decoction 

electary 

elixir 

infufion 

lohoch  488, 

oxymel 

pills  472. 

fyrup 

troches 

black 

red 

white 

yellow 

Peg-root 

Pellitory  of  fpain 

of  the  wall 

eflential  fait 

baftard-Pellitory 

Penny-crefs  7    mithridate 

nuall  Pennywort  5      mu  ftard         2 1 9 

Pennyroyal  188 

eflential  oil  264. 

infufion  188 

tincture  ib. 

water,  fimple  369 

fpirituous  386 

Peony,  female  174 

male  ib. 

fyrup  443 

compound  water  385 

Pepper,  black  183 

Pepper 


621 

181 

77 
177 

ib. 
119 

16 

5*4 
124 
177 
178 
ib. 
177 
212 

»57 
231 

JI5 

J39 
184 

55i 

392 

523 
429 
568 

'»  573 
449 
578 
442 
461 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

*37 
189 
177- 

275 
188 


622 

Pepper,  Jamaica 


INDEX. 


183 

eflential  oil        266 
tindlure  184. 

water,  fimple,  368 
fpirituous 

547 
long  1 83 

white  ib. 

water-Pepper  177 


150 
376 

178 

527 

556 

523,  560 

251 

253 


poor  man's  Pepper  7 
Pepperwort  i 

Perfumes 

y£<?  odoriferous. 
Peruvian  bark 
bolus 
deco&ion 
eleftaries 
extradts 
refin 

iindture,  fimple  415 

compound  4 1 6 

volatile  415 

wine  539 

Peftilent-cjoort,  butterbur  180 

Petroleum  181 

Petty -whin  1 7 1 

Phagedenic  water  490 

Philonium  487 

Pick-purfe,  fhepherd's  purfe        1 00 

Pigeon  s  grafs,  vervain  223 

Pikejijh\  its  jatu-hon.Q  54 

Pilewotf  1 F4 

Pills  528 

aethiopic  467 

alexeterial  529 

aloetic  577 

antifebrile  529 

aromatic  467 

afthmatic  529,  579 

bellouVs  472. 

cathartic  530 

chalybeat  577 

cochis  469 

greater  ib. 

lefier  ib. 

ofcolocynth,  fimple  468 

with  aloes    469 

common  473 

deobftruent  470,  578 

acuated  4  70 

purgative  470,  578 

with  fieel  4  70 


Pills,  diuretic 
dyfenteric 
ethiopic 
felid 

gamboge 
garlic 
gum 
hyfteric 
ifteric 
lockyer's 
lunar 

matthews's 
mercurial 
laxative 
pacific 
peftoral 
purging 
rudius's 
rufus's 
faponaceous 
fcillitic 
fperma  ceti 


53° 
467 

470 
47i 
577 
47T>  578 
530 

53!»  579 

35» 

316 

472 

47'.  53i 

472,  578 

ib. 

ib. 

530 

253 

47,3 
ib. 

474>  578 

533 


ftomachic       474,  533,  579 

ftorax  474 

flrengthening  532,  580 

tar  579 

of  two  ingredients  468 

Pimento  183 

fee  Jamaica,  pepper. 

Pimpernel,  female  79 

male  ib. 

Pine  tree  2 1 S 
its  native  reftnous juice 

liquidy  turpentine  ib. 

infpiffated,  refin  266 
juice  ex  trailed  byjire 

liquid,  tar,  184 

infpif/ated,  pitch  ib, 
Pzony,  fee  peony. 

Pipperage,  barberry  94 

Pij/abed,  dandelion  123 

Piftachio  nuts  169 

Pitch  '  184 

burgundy  ib. 

jews  97 

Plague-water  383,  547 

-whey  582 

Plantane  185 

extracT:  246 

buckfhorn  Plantane  1 6 

Plafiers  49^,  C45 

Plafter, 


INDEX. 


Plafter,  adhefive  479 
ammoniacum  with  mercury 
500 
anodyne  495 
difcutient  562 
antihyfteric  496 
bliftering                503,  562 
cephalic  496 
common  497 
flicking  ib. 
with  gums  498 
with  mercury  500 
cummin  498 
defenfive               498,  562 
diachylon,  fimple  497 
with  gums  498 
diapalma  499 
drawing  496 
epifpaftic  503 
compound  ib. 
gum  562 
hemlock,    with  ammonia- 
cum 497 
melilot  499 
mercurial  500 
of  mucilages  501 
oxycroceum  ib. 
red  lead  501 
with  foap  ib. 
rupture  502 
flicking                 497,  498 
foap  502 
ftrengthening  ib. 
ftomach                 502,  562 
fuppurating  562 
veficatory  503 
volatile  504 
warm  562 
wax  ib. 
Plafter  of  paris  56 
Plummers  pills  350 
Plumous  alum,  fee  alum. 
Plums  1 87 
brignole  ib. 
-  damafcene  ib. 
french  ib. 
Pockwood,  guaiacum  135 
Poley  •  mountain  1  8  5 
Pol  vere  al  bo  romano  272 
Polypody  1 86 
Polychreft  elixir  427 


Polychreft  fait 
Pomatum 
Pomgranates 
Pompholyx 

ointment , 
Pompion 
Poor  man's  pepper 

-treacle,  garlic 


623 

292 
510 

134, 
186 

S07 
177 

"5<> 

7* 

186 


509 
186 


Poplar  buds 

ointment 
tinfture 

Poppies,  garden,  black  175 

white  ib. 

their   milky  juice, 

opium        171 

extract  1 75 

fyrnp  441 

red   1 

wild  >  1 7£ 

corn  } 

fyrup  441 

Potafh  115,  141J 

purified  115,  29c 

Potential  cautery  282 

Poterius's  antihedlic  359 

Poudre  des  chartreux  351 

Poultice,  fee  cataplafm. 

Powders  '450,  517 

Powder,  alexipharmac  517 

of  amber,  compound  456 

anthelmintic  5 1 8 

antiepileptic  450 

aromatic  458,  580 

of  arum  451 

aftringent  5 1 8 

balfamic  ib. 

bezoardic  453 

for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog 

452 

of  bole,  with  opium       ib. 

without  opium  ib. 

carminative  5 1 8 

carthufian  351 

cathartic  518 

faline  ibjL 

cephalic  456 

of  cerufle,  compound  452 

des  chartreux  351 

of  contrayerva  comp.  454 

cornachinis  45  5 

of  crabs  claws  comp.  453 

Powder, 
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Powder,  to  promote  delivery 

455 

Puddit.g-grafs,  pennyroyal 

188    j 

diuretic 

5J9 

Pudding-pie,  cafia  fiftularis 

1 09 

emmenagogue 

5X9 

Pulps,  extraction  of 

235 

for  the  evil 

ibi 

Pumpion 

177    ' 

fever 

347 

Purgatives,  milder 

of  five  ingredients 

4-54 

rougher 

ib. 

of  four  ingredients 

ib. 

Purging  antimony 

353 

gafcoigns,  bezoardic 

453 

bolus 

55° 

of  hiera  picra 

458 

glyfcer 

564 

of  myrrh  comp. 

454 

lozenges 

'    534 

prince's 

334 

falts 

[95,  291 

of  fcammony 

455 

fee  cathartics. 

of  fcordium,  7 
with  opium  S 

45  s 

Purging  flax 

oily  grain 

153 
207 

without  opium 

ib. 

Purpy,  garden,  brooklime 

93 

of  fenacomp. 

456 

water  7 
Purflain-         5 

186 

folutive 

5»9 

fternutatory 

.456 

Purfe,  ihepherds 

100 

Itrengthening 

5'9 

ityptic,  of  colebatch 

358 

CL 

ofhelvetius 

456- 

teilaceous 

581 

Queen  of  the  meadows 

226 

cerated 

580 

Quickgrafs 

134 

of  tin 

326 

Quicklime 

102 

of  tragacanth 

457 

fee  lime. 

vermifuge 

58, 

Quickfilver 

83 

purging 

ib. 

fee  mercury. 

Precipitated  fulphur 

3H 

Quinces,  fruit 

122 

of  antimony 

349 

gelly 

244 

Precipitate  of  mercury  7 
brown              £ 

341 

fyrup 

440 

feeds 

122 

green 

33° 

mucilage 

394 

red 

333 

fweet 

339 

R 

white 

ib. 

wurtz's 

34° 

Radifli,  horfe- 

189 

yellow 

34' 

infufion 

189,  ;86 

Preferves 

241 

water  dift. 

386 

Preferved  angelica 

ib. 

Ragwort 

140 

citron  peel 

ib. 

Raifms 

227 

comfry  root 

ib. 

Rape 

164 

elecampane 

ib. 

Rafpberries 

192 

eryngo 

ib. 

fyrup 

441 

lemon  peel 

ib. 

Patfbane,  arlenic 

8; 

orange  peel 

ib. 

Rattle-fnake  root 

206 

fcorzonera 

ib. 

Razi's  white  troches 

460 

Primrofe 

187 

Realgar 

85 

Prince's  powder 

334 

Red-lead 

3H 

Prunel  fait 

292 

pi  after 

501 

Prunelloes 

187 

troches 

462 

Prunes 

187 

Rege- 
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62^ 

Red-tveed,  wild  poppy 

*75 

Rofe,  red 

191 

Regenerated  fea  fait 

293 

conferve 

239 

tartar 

294 

honey 

448 

Regulus  of  antimony- 

343 

fugar 

465 

martial 

ib. 

fyrup 

443 

medicinal    344, 

347 

tindure 

399 

ftellate 

349 

.vinegar 

400 

Repellents 

36 

corn 

ns 

Refms 

247 

dogs   -» 
wild    5 

of  aloes 

253 

122 

black 

268 

Rofemary 

191 

of  guaiacum 

253 

conferve 

240 

of  jalap 

ib. 

eiTential  oil 

264 

of  peruvian  bark 

ib. 

fpirit 

373 

of  fcammony 

254 

Rofevvood 

IS2 

yellow 

267 

Rofi?i,  fee  refin. 

Reft-harrow 

J7* 

Rot,   red- ;  fundew 

II 

Reftoratives 

'9 

Ruby 

55 

Rhapontic,  common ;    greater 

cen- 

Rue 

192 

taury  root 

m 

conferve 

239 

true 

190 

extract 

249 

Rheumatic  bolus 

528 

eiTential  oil 

2^<J 

Rhodium 

152 

tindure 

I92 

eiTential  oil 

265 

vinegar 

400 

tindure 

152 

■     water 

369 

Rhubarb 

1S9 

goats-Rue 

I32I 

bolus  with  mercury 

551 

Rupture-wort 

139 

tindure  in  fpirit 

4zi 

Rufh,  fweet 

H4 

bitter 

ib. 

Ruffia  afhes 

115 

fweet 

ib. 

Ruff  of  fteel  prepared 

3!7 

in  wine 

407 

Rye 

204 

in  water 

399 

toafted 

234 

S 

Rhubarb  of  the  ancients 

1  go 

Ribwort,  narrow    leaved  plantane 

Sacred  bitter 

457 

i«5 

elixir 

43  * 

Rice 

173 

tindure 

408 

Ripeners 

37 

Saffron 

119 

Ripening  cataplafm 

5*5 

extrad 

375 

Rifigal 

85 

fpirit 

ib. 

Rob  of  elder  berries 

244 

fyrup 

440 

of  juniper  berries 

H5 

tindure 

416 

Rocket 

126 

wine 

4°5 

Rock-oil 

1  St 

Saffron,  baftard 

108 

Rod,   golden 

225 

Sagapenum 

194 

Roots,  methoj  of  preferving 

230 

prepared 

2^.7 

Rofe,  darnafltT 
pale     S 

empyreumatic  oil 

269 

191 

Sage,  garden,  green 

j  97 

folutive  fyrup 

443 

red 

ib. 

whey 

537 

cf  virtue 

ib. 

fimpls  water 

369 

jerufalern 

188 

eiTential  oil 

191 

S  f 

Sage, 

INDEX. 


;,  wood- 

19/ 

Salt,  fedative 

*& 

194 

of  foot 

304 

■    '    worl 

J4° 

of  fteel 

301 

:n 

492 

of  tin 

326 

.ion 

ib. 

of  vitriol 

272 

1 
I 

701 

volatile  of  hartihorn 

301 

ir:tieme'-!c 

544 

fal  ammoniac 

304 

catharti    ? 
diuretic   i 

ib. 

foot 

ib. 

of  zinc 

3  57 

: 

amrnoni 

194 

Saltwort,   kali 

145 

:     '    S 

3°5 

Sampire 

119 

purifi 

272 

Bandar ach  of  the  arabians, 

gurr 

he- 

flowers 

ib. 

derae 

136 

fpirit 

304 

of  the  greeks,  native  red 

dulcified 

306 

arfenic 

85 

volatile  fait 

304 

Sanders,  fee  faunders. 

Sal 

-gem 

196 

Sanicle 

198 

Sal 

volatile  oleofum 

306 

Saponaceous  balfam 

5?2 

Sal 

of  amber 

299 

eleclary 

560 

rectified 

300 

liniment 

513 

bitter  purging,  of  glauber 

291 

pills  with  cp 

ium 

473 

of  f aline  w 

aters 

lotion 

491 

195 

Sapphire 

55 

common  ? 

596 

Sapphire-coloured  water 

489 

lea           $ 

Saracen  s  confound,    golden  rod 

221; 

fpirit 

2S5 

Sarcocol 

200 

coagulatec 

293 

Sarfaparilla 

ib. 

dulcified 

299 

decoction 

201 

diuretic 

2  94 

extract 

ib. 

eilentiaS 

*7~- 

SafTafras 

201 

of  card  mis 

276 

effential  oil 

265 

centaury 

275 

extradl 

201 

elecampane 

276 

infufion 

ib. 

eyebright 

275 

reiin 

ib. 

fumitory 

#. 

Saturnine  tindlure 

421 

mercury  kerb 

276 

unguent 

510 

i 

oak 

275 

Satyrion 

201 

pellitcry 

276 

Sauce- alone 

7l 

.                 plantane 

273 

Savin 

x93 

ibrrel 

lb. 

extract 

249 

fuccory 

ib. 

effential  oil 

*93> 

265 

wormwood 

276 

fun  pie  water 

369 

fixt  alcaline 

277 

Savoury 

201 

of  beanllaiks 

I*. 

Savoy  cabbage 

98 

broom 

»*. 

Saunders,  red 

199 

tartar 

278 

refin 

ib. 

wormwood 

-77 

tinfture 

ib. 

of  liartfliom 

301 

white 

198 

fh<  nitr< 

yellow 

ib. 

polychreft 

2C2 

tincture 

199 

prune!! 

it 

Saxifrage,  burner, 

182 

2 

Saxi- 
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Saxifrage,    meadow 

white 
Scabious 

Scabwort,  elecampane 
Scammony 

eleclary 

compound  powder 
refin 
Sciatica  crefies 
Scorbutic  ale 

infufion 
juices 
whey 
wine 

of  muntingius 
Scordium 

eledary 

powder  with  opium 

without  opium 
Scorzonera 

root  candied 
S  curvy grafs,   garden 
fea 
conferve 
ipirit 

golden 
purging 
fcotch-Scurvygrafs 
Sea  holly 
Sea  onion 

fee  fquill. 
Sea  fait,  fee  fait. 
Seal  of  folomon 
Sealed  earths 
Sebeflens 
Se^rum 


202 
ib, 

ii. 

126 

202 
477 

455 
254 

141 

553 
567 

2+3 
394 
533 

539 
204 

477 
458 

ib. 

204 
241 
117 

ib. 
238 
376 
377 

ik. 

99 
1 27 

203 


207 

56,97 
204 

1 


[pedes  of  gypfum 
Self-heal 
Sena 

decoction 

jnfufions 

powder  com  p. 

fyrup  with  rhubarb 

tincture 
Senega,   gum 
Senecka  root 

decoction 
Sewvy,   mallard 
Septfpil 
Septic  Hone 
Sermountain.  common  hartwort 


627 

220 
137 

100 

534- 

97 

206 

85 

3J5 

dS 

■7 

to. 

230 

ib. 


X. 

Setfoil 

SetterworO 
Settlewort  j 
Shepherds  purfe 
Sialagogue  troches 
Silefian  earth 
Silk 
Silver 

preparations  of 
quick-Silver 
Silver  weed 

Simples,  rules  for  collecting 

preferving 

general    titles    including 

feveral  2  z  9 

diftribution,   according  to 

their  virtues  7 

fenfible   qualities 

52 
Simfon,  groundfel 

Sinapifm 

compound 

Skinks 

Slate,    Infh ;    an   earth  i 

<witb  alum 

Sloes 

conferve 

infpij/ated  ]XX\CQ  1  87, 

Smallage 

Smock,  ladies 

Snails 

Snakeroot,  Virginian 

decoction 

tinclure 

compound 


126 

576 
ib. 

202 


7S 
187 

24.0 

244 


40     rattle-Snake  root 


Snakeweed 
Sneezewort 
Snuff 

herb- 
Soap,  almond 
hard 
purified 
foft 

of  tartar 
Soap  leys 
Soap  plafter 
Soapwort 

eifential  fait 
tinclure 
Soldanella 

S  f  3 


22 

154 
200 

393 
423 

409 

206 

Q6 
188 

32 
456. 
280 
109 
281 
199 
282 
280 
502 
200 
276 
200 

99 

Solo- 


628 
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Solomon's  feal 

207    Spirit, 

of  hartfhorn 

Soluble  fteel 

3'9 

of  lavender,  fimple 

tartar 

293 

compound  ■? 
red            5 

Solution  of  mercury 

33s 

thebaic 

435 

mindererus's 

Solutive  fyrup  of  rofes 

443 

of  nitre.. 

Soot 

i3l 

dulcified 

oil 

3°4 

of  rofemary 

fait 

ib. 

of  fafFron 

fpirit 

ib. 

faline  aromatic 

tintttire 

A\6 

of  fal  ammoniac 

Sorrel,  common 

67 

dulcified 

efTential  fait 

275 

of  fcurvy  grafs 

wood- 

154 

golden 

conferve 

238 

purging 

Soude,  kali 

H5 

of  fea  talt 

Sour  dock,  forrel 

67 

coagulated 

Southernwood 

65 

dulcified 

Sowbread 

86 

glauber's 

Sowthiftle 

35 

of  foot 

Sow  bugs,  millepedes 

161 

of  fulphur 

Spanifh  flies 

1.6.5 

of  turpentine 

Spar 

53 

of  vinegar 

Sparagtis         "? 
Sparronvgrafs    j 

88 

of  vitriol,  firong 

weak 

Sparrows  tongue,  knotgrafs 

1 11 

dulcified 

Spawn  of  frogs 

189 

volatile  aromatic 

Species,   aromatic 

458 

fetid 

of  fcordium  with 

opium 

of  wine,  proof 

ib: 

rectified     209 

without  o- 

camphorated 

pium  ib. 

tartarized 

Speed  wee1>  female 

124 

Spleenwort 

male 

223 

Spon 

ge 

Spelter,  zinc 

227 

burnt 

Sperage,  fparagus 

88 

Spoonwori,  fcurvy  grafs 

Spermaceti 

208 

Spunk 

lohoch 

488 

Spui 

ge 

pills 

533 

-flax 

Spiauter,  zjec 

227 

-laurel 

Spiders  web 

S3 

-olive 

Spi^nel 

161 

german- 

Spike 

j. 19 

greater- 

Spikenard 

165 

leffer- 

Spinach 

35 

pine- 

Spirits,  vinous 

37i 

Squ 

11s 

volatile 

303 

baked 

Spirit  of  amber 

299 

dried 

aromatic  faline 

30b 

bo!  us 

of  camyhor,  tartarized     435 

julep 

ethereal  of  turpentine 

267 

oxymej 

ot  wine 


301 
373 

374 
296 
286 
298 

373 

375 
306 

304 

306 

376 

377 

ib. 

287 

293 
299 

286 

3°4 
284 
267 
289 
283 

ib. 
296 
306 

ib. 
210 
.  37i 
43  5 
373 
1 12 
210 

23+ 

117 

69 

220 

ib. 
149 
161 
220 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
203 
234 

ib. 
528 
57i 

449 

Squills, 


I 
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629 

Squills,  pills 

474,  578 

Strawberry  bufh 

130 

fyrup 

444 

Strengtheners 

15 

troches 

463 

Strengthening  confeftion 

554 

vinegar 

400 

eleclary 

560 

Squinantb,   Tweet  rufh 

144 

fomentation 

565 

Stao-ver-ivort      ?    -„.*«, 

pills              532 

,  580 

o   **                >  ragwort . 
otamfner-wort    $     ° 

140 

plafter 

502 

Starch 

221 

powder 

519 

glyfter 

563 

Styptics,  aftringents                1 

5,  58 

lohoch 

488 

Styptic  powder 

456 

Starchwort,  arum 

86 

tincture 

423 

Stavefacre 

21 1 

water 

409 

Steel 

128 

Sublimation  of  benzoine 

308 

foluble 

3i9 

metallic fubftances  335 

fugared 

242 

falts                 301 

3°4 

fulphurated 

318 

fulphur 

309 

tartarized 

3*9 

Sublimate  mercury,  corrofive 

335 

crocus  aperient 

318 

dulcified 

337 

aftringent 

3T9 

Succory 

114 

extratt 

405 

efTential  fait 

27S 

flowers 

319 

Sudorifcs,   diaphoretics 

25 

ley 

320 

Sudorific  bolus 

528 

pills 

577 

tinfture 

424 

ruft  prepared 

3i7 

Suet 

90 

fait 

321 

tried  or  purified 

233 

tinftures 

419 

Sugar,  brown 

J93 

vitriol 

321 

candy             ") 

cryftalized      j 

ib. 

wine 

405 

Sternutatories 

32 

double  refined 

ib. 

Sternutatory  powder 

456 

white 

ib., 

Sticadore,  ftcechas 

212 

Sugar,  barley- 

465 

Sticking  plafter 

496 

of  lead 

324 

Stcechas,  englifh 

212 

of  rofes 

465 

french 

ib. 

Sugar  cakes,  anthelmintic 

533 

golden 

ib. 

Sugared  mercury 

329 

Stomachics 

17 

fteel 

242 

Stomachic  cataplafrn 

?52 

Sulphur,  artificial 

2?4 

elixir 

412 

native 

ib. 

julep 

542 

vive 

ib. 

pills 

533 

balfams 

310 

plafter 

502 

eleclary 

561 

tin&ures 

409,  423 

flowers 

3^9 

troches 

534 

wafhed 

ib. 

Stone  parfley,  baftard 

77 

lac 

311 

Stone,   infernal 

3*5 

liver 

ib. 

medicinal 

3s-8 

oil,  fo  called 

284 

feptic 

282 

ointments 

510 

Stones,  precious 

55 

precipitate 

3'* 

S  tor ax 

212 

fpirit 

284 

ftrained 

235 

tindlure 

424 

liquid  Storax 

213 

volatile 

312 

Storks  bill,  cranes  bill 

1 33 

S  f  3                      Sul 

phur, 

630                    I-  ] 
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• 

Sulphur, .  troches 

463 

Sydenham's  ftyptic 

490 

Sulphurated  water 

312 

Sulphur  of  antimony 

342 

T 

golden 

349 

\ 

precipit 

ated  ib. 

Tacamahacca 

215 

Sulphurvvort 

i8z 

empyreumatic  oil  269 

Sumach 

215 

Talc  mufcovyl 
venice    j 

S6 

Sundew 

1 1 

Suppurative;,   ripeners 

37 

englijh,     a   Jiriaied 

/pedes    cf 

Suppurating  cataplafm 

5'5 

gypfum 

ib. 

plafler 

562 

Tamarinds 

2l6 

Swallow-wort 

223 

decoclion  with 

fena 

3Q7 

Sweet -cane,  calamus  aromaticus  101 

Tamarifk 

216 

Sweet  rufh 

144 

Tame-poifon 

223 

Syrups 

436 

Tanfy 

216 

Syrup  balfamic 

439 

maudlin-,  maudlin 

69 

of  buckthorn 

445 

wild 

83 

cf  clove -july- flowers 
of  clove  fpice 

439 

7lg,}-  \  Tape?    mullein 

kg-  s 

216 

440 

of  comfry 

445 

Tar 

184 

of  cowilips 

443 

ointment 

509 

of  the  five  roots 

ib. 

pills 

579 

of  garlic 

437 

water 

54  7 

of  ginger 

446 

barbadoes  Tar 

1  Si  . 

of  kermes 

44.0 

empyreumatic  oi 

1  268 

of  lemon  juice 

ib. 

Tartar 

216 

of  maidenhair         22 

1,  442 

emetic 

355 

cf  marfhmallows 

438 

regenerated 

294 

cf  meconium 

441 

foluble 

293 

cf  mulberries 

ib. 

vitriolated 

290 

of  orange  iuice 

ib. 

creme 

273 

of  orange  peel 

433 

cryftals 

ib. 

pe floral 

442- 

ley 

279 

of  peony 

443 

oil  per  deliquium 

ib. 

of  garden  poppies 

441 

fait 

278 

of  wild  poppies 

n. 

terra  foliata 

2  94 

of  quinces 

440 

Tartarized  fpirit  of  wine 

373 

of  pale  rofes 

443 

fteel 

319 

of  dry  rofes 

ib. 

Tea 

2:9 

folutive  of  rofes 

ib. 

antiphthifical 

536 

of  raipberries 

441 

Teafel 

21 

of  the  live  roots 

443 

Tettar<zvorf,   celandine 

113 

of  faffron 

440 

Thebaic  extract 

236 

of  fena  and  rhubarb 

444 

folution 

435 

fimple 

ib. 

tincture 

410 

of  fquills 

ib. 

Thiffle,  bleffed 

107 

of  fugar 

44? 

carline 

108 

of  violets 

ib. 

fow- 

35 

Sweets 

59 

Thora 

82, 

133 

Sweetners 

»7 

Thorn,  black 

187 

'raj's,  knoigrafs 
Sydenham's  liquid  laudanum 

1 1 

409 

buck-     1 
purging  j* 

2C9 

Thorn, 

INDEX. 
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Thorn,  haw-  2°S 

white  ib- 

Thorn-  apple  34 

Thorough  wax  z ' 
Three -ka-ved grafh  trefoil 

ierbolt-Jtone,     a   mineral  abfor- 

bent  5  3 

Thyme,  common  220 

lemon  ib. 

mother  of-  207 

wild  ib* 

Tin  21 j 

amalgam  327 

calx  326 

magiftery  327 

powder  326 

fait  ib. 

Tmcar  /  y 

Tjnglafs  96 

Tinctures  41 1 

Tindlure  of  amber  423 

of  antimony  42  5 

diaphoretic      ib. 

antiphthificai  421 

aromatic  4 1 2 

balfamic  413 

of  benzoine  ib. 

bitter  412 

of  cantharides  41 3 

of  cardamoms  414 

of  caixor  ib. 

cephalic  407 

purging  ib. 

of  cinnamon  4:  q 

fetid  4 1 6 

of guaiacum,  volatile  41  7 


of  health 

of  black  hellebore  1 

fpirituous  § 

vinous 
of  white  hellebore 
hyfteric 
of  jalap 

compound 
of  japan  earth 
of  ipecacoanha 
of  iron 

in  fpiritof  fait  ib. 
of  lac  418 

of  martial  flowers      4 1 9 


422 

4;9 
A07 
426 

4  7 
ib. 

418 
ib. 

406 

9 


Tincture  of  melampodium 

of  mint  i  60 

of  myrrh 

of  myrrh  and  aloes 
of  opium 

of  peruvian  bark  7 
ample  i 

compound 
volatile 
of  rhubarb? 
bitter  3 
fweet 
fpirituous 
vinous 
of  rofes 
facred 
of  fafFron 
of  fait  of  tartar 
faturnine 
of  fena 
of  fnakeroot 


4W 

3   9 

420 

it. 

40 

415 
416 

4!S 

491 

ib. 

4°7 

399 

408 

416 

425 

42r 
422 

423 


compound    409 


of  foot 

offteel 

ftomachic 

ftyptic 

fudorific 

of  fu^phur 
volatile 

thebaic 

of  balfam  oftolu 

of  valerian  7 
iimple  S 
volatile 

of  veratrum 


416 

409, 

4i  9 

423 

423 

424 
ib. 

312 

olu 

400 
426 

ib. 

iJ, 

Toads 

prepared 

Toadflax 


lobacco 

Tongue, 


Iders 


birds,  knotgrafs 

double 

harts 

hounds 
Toothwort 
Topics 

Torches,  mullein 
Tormentil 

Touch-me-not,  wild  cucumber 
Touchwood 

Toj-wort,  fhepherds  pm.c 
0  1  4. 


10. 
ib. 

99 
237 
1  S3 
166 

171 
I  I  I 

J39 

*53 

122 

21 
35 

2!  ) 
22  ) 
1  20 

69 

lOo 

Trakacantb. 


632 
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Tragacanth 

lozenges 
powder 
Traumatic;,  vulneraries 
Traumatic  balfam 
Treacle,  andromachus's 
edinburgh 
london 
Venice 
Treacle  bolus 

muftard 
vinegar 
water 
Trefoil,  harts ;  melilot 
marfli 
fweet 
Troches 

of  amber 
hechic,  perioral 
cardialgic 
cyphi 
hedychrol 
of  japan  earth 
of  myrrh 
nerve 
of  nitre 
of  red  lead 
pe&oral,  black 
red 
white 
yellow 
fialagogue 
of  burnt  fponge 
of  fquills 
ftomachic 
of  fulphur 
fweet  fmelling 
of  vipers 
white  of  razi 
Truelove 

Tunhoof,  ground  ivy 
cIurbitb,  jee  turpeth. 
Turcois,    bone    tinged  nyi 

Turmeric 

Turneps 

Turner's,  cerate 

Turpentine,  chian 

common 

cyprian 

ftrafburgh 


533: 


1 36 

466 

457 
20 
427 
482 
486 
ib. 
482 

552 
219 

401 

380 

J59 

22 1 

'54 

460 
456 
461 
465 
461 
462 
464 
462 

534 
463 

462 
461. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

534 
584 

463 
534 
463 

534 
464 
460 
138 
1 36 


h   copper 

54'  l2° 
121 

189 

5'4 
217 

218 
217 
218 


265, 


Turpentine,  venice 
balfam 
bolus . 
glyfter 
oil 
fpirit 
Turpeth  mineral 

root 
Tutty 

prepared 
ointment 

with  camphor 
Twopence,  herb- 

U 

Un&uous  fubftances 
Unguents,  fee  ointments. 
Urine,  tinged  black 


Ufquebangh 
Uterines 
Uterine  elixir 


green 
red 


V 


Valerian,  garden 
wild 

mixture 
tin&ure 

volatile 
Vanelloes 
Venice  treacle 

turpentine 
Venus  bafon,  teafel 

bah;  maidenhair 
Verdegris 

prepared 
Verjuice 
Vermicelli 
Vermifuge  ointment 
powder 

purging 
fee  anthelmintic. 
Vermilion,  Jee  cinnabar. 
Vervain 

Vervain -mallow 
Vetch,  bitter 

italian,  goats  rue 
Vine  tree 


217 
268 
528 

565 
268 
267 
34i 

2Z2 

ib- 
232 

5" 

585 

168 


58 

no 
ib. 

192 

423 

13 

43' 


222 
223 

577 

426 

ib. 

1 1 

482 

217 

21 

68 

68 

231 

156 

16 

5'i 

58, 

ib. 


223 

70 

J73 
132 
225 
wild 


INDEX. 


wild  Vine 
Vinegar 

diftilled 
medicated  Vinegars 
Vinegar  of  elder 

litharge 
rofes 
rue 
fquills 
theriaca 
Violets 

fyrup 
Vipers 

broth 
troches 
wine 

fat  prepared 
Viper  grafs 
Virgins  milk 
Vitriol 

blue,  of  copper 
green,  of'ixoxi 
white,  ofiSxiZ 
cyprus,  blue 


99 

67 
289 
400 

ib. 
401 
400 

ib. 

ib. 
401 
224 
446 
224 

394 
464 
406 

233 
204 

4i3 
225 
226 

/*. 

ib. 

ib. 


dantzick,  bluifh  green        ib. 

englijb,  green  ib. 

goflar,   white  ib. 

hungarian,  blue  ib. 

roman,  true  ;  green  ib. 

by   us  faljely  fo  called', 

blue  ib. 

artificial,  of  iron  321 

of  zinc  357 

calcined  1 74 

purified  272 

colcothar  283 

gilla  272 

oil  283 

fait  272 

fpirit,  ftrong  283 

weak  ib. 

dulcified  296 

Vitriolated  nitre  291 

tartar  290 

Volatile  epithem  5 1 4 

liniment  5 1 3 

plafter  504 

falts  303 

fpirits  ib. 

aromatic  306 

fetid  ib. 


Vulnerarys 
Vulnerary  balfam 

decodtion 

W 


633 

20 
427 
556 


427 
85 


Wade's  balfam 

Wakerobin 

Wallflower  %  1  -i 

Wall- pennywort  ;  navel  wort  ijS,  35 

Walnut  144. 

oil  255 

Waters,  common  42 

,  mineral  46 

chalybeat 


46 

361 
ib. 


purging 
faline 

by  diftillation 

fimple 

fpirituous  371 

Water,  alexeterial  546 

fimple  364 

fpirituous  3  79 

with  vinegar    380 

alum  489 

of  bates  ib. 

angelica  ,364 

anhalt  377 

anifeed,  comp.  381 

antihyfteric  546 

arquebufade  387 

aromatic  546 

balm,  fimple  367 

compound  386 

barley  393 

bryony,  comp.  381 

caraway  382 

cardamom  ib. 

carduus  365 

caitor  ib. 

chamemel  367 

black  cherries  365 

cinnamon,  fimple  1    n,s 

without  wine  $    ° 

fpirituous  i       g 

with  wine  J     ^ 

dill  feed  364 

elder  flowers  3  70 

epidemic  383 

eye  490,  547 

fennel  367 

Water, 


634 

Wate 


I   *N 


r,  honey  376 

hungary  373 

hyilbp  367 

jumper  3  S3 

lime,  fknple  397 

more  compound  398 

leis  compound        ib. 

mint,  common  ;  fimple  368 

fpirituous 

pepper ;  fimple    368 
fpirituous 

3*3 

rougwort  364. 

nephritic  384 

nutmeg  ib. 

odoriferous  276 


400 


ophthalmic 

orange  peel,  fimpk 

1  fpirituous  381 

parfley,  fimple  364 

compound         334. 

pennyroyal,  fimple        369 

i.  intuous  386 

385 
jamaica  pepper      I         > 


fpirituous  547 

pepp^Lnt  }  »<* 

fpintuqus  383 

phagedaerric    "  490 
plague                   383,  557 

pond  45 

horferadifh  386 

rain  45 

river  44 

rofe  3  6  3 

rue  ib. 

fapphire  coloured  489 

favin  369 

Tea  4.6 


fnow 

45 

fpring 

43 

fryptic 

490 

luiphuvafced 

312 

tar" 

547 

treacle 

308 

vitriolic,  blue 

499 

camphorated    ib. 
vulnerary  387 


45 


Water,  well 

wormwood  7 

compound    5        379 
more  compounded 

ib. 

lefs  compounded   ib. 

Water- flag  133 

germander  204 

fee  fcordium. 

hemp  127 

purpy,  brooklime  93 

Wax,  white  1 12 

yellow  ib. 

oil  269 

pi  after  ;6i 

Waxen  -vein,    a   mineral  abforbent 


Waybred,  plantane 
Weights 
Wheat 
V.  hey 

alum 

laxative 

milliard 

plague 

icorbutic 

vinegar 
Whin,  petty 
White  cerate 

decoclion 

lead 

liniment 

ointment 


53 
18 


y 
i 

221 
H7 
394 
537 
ib. 
582 

394 
581 
171 
5'i3 

389 

324 

512 

544 
fyrup,  fimple  iyrup  444,  445; 

troches,  pectoral  461 

•    ot'razi  460 

Wcrils  berries       1    ,      t1  .  r 

rr-,  ?   hurtlebernes   1 6 

Widocjj -°j:ail,  mezereon  i6r 

•Wilding  apples  156 

Willow  5j 

Wine,  canary  224 

french  white  ib. 

mountain  ib. 

red  port  ib. 

rhenifli  ib. 

Wines,  medicated  403 

aloetic  alcaline  ib. 

antimonial  404 

aromatic  538 

bitter  404 
Wines, 
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Wines,  chalybeat 

emetic 

guaiacum 

with  hellebore 

of  ipecacoanha 

of  millepedes 

peruvian 

faffron 

fcorbutic 

of  muntingius 

fteel 

viper 
Wineberries,  goofeberries 
Wmefione,  tartar 
Winter-cherries 
Wintergreen 
Winter's -bark 
Woad 

Wolfsbane,  Wholefome 
Wood  of  aloes 
guaiacum 
nephritic 
Wood-bine 
Wood-lice 
Wood-roof  ? 

Wood  forrel 

conferve 
Worms,  earth- 
Wormfeed 

white  IVormfeed,  coralline 
Wormwood,  common 
roman 
fea 


405 
404 

533 
ib. 

406 
ib. 

539 
405 

538 

539 

405 

406 

'35 
216 

70 

21 

227 

133 
82 
68 

J  35 
165 

106 
161 

88 

*54 

238 

*54 

199 

iiS 

66 

ib. 
ib. 


Wormwood,  conferve 

eiTential  oil 
medicated  liquor 
oil  by  deception 
effendal  fait 
fixt  fait 
water  comp. 

more  comp 
lefs  comp. 
Wurtz's  precipitate  of  mercur 


X 


Xyloaloes,  aloes  wood 


Yarrow 

blue  effential  oil 
Touthvjort,  fundew 


Z 


Zarnich 

Zedoaiy 

Zinc 

purified 
flowers 
fait 
vitriol 


239 
249 
260 
ib. 
492 
275 
277 

3  79 
.  ib. 

ib. 

y 

34° 


63 


161 
ib. 
11 


8? 

227 
ib. 

357 
ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
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Nominum  et  Synonymorum 

Medicamentorum  tarn  fimplicium 
quam  compofitorurnu 


Abies  canadenfls 

Pag.  218 

Acidula?                                         46. 

foemina 

65 

Aconitum                          133,  137 

mas 

ib. 

falutiferum                   82 

Abiga,  i.  e.  chamsepitys 
Abrotanum  fcemina 

113 
65 

Acorus   adult  erinus  7    1  j«  1 

,      .       >  gladiolus     132 
'vulgaris      j  °                    J 

mas 

ib. 

<verus,  calamus  aromat.   101 

Abiinthium  maritimum? 

66 

A8e,  fambucus                             197 

feriphium 

5 

Adeps,  axungia                                90 

ponticum 
romanum 

I 

ib. 

pra'paratus                           233 
Adianthum  verum                         68- 

vulgare 

ib. 

Adianthum    vulgare,     trichomanes 

Acacia  asgyptiaca? 
'vera             5 

66 

221 

Adipfum,  glycyrrhiza                   134 

germanica 

244- 

Aerugo                                         68 

Acaniha,  fpinaalba 

208 

praeparata                        231 

Acanthus 

67 

Aes,  cuprum                                 220 

Ac'etofa 

ib. 

<viride,  aerugo                         68 

Acetofella,  lujula 

»54 

Aes  uftum                                    322 

Acetum 

67 

Aethiops  antimonialis                 360 

diflillatum 

289 

mineralis                      33° 

lithargyrites 

401 

Aetites  lapis                                    27 

rofatum 

400 

Agallochum                                 68 

mtaceum 

ib. 

Agaricus                                         69 

fambucinum 

ib. 

pedis  equini  facie                 70 

fcilliticum 

ib. 

auricula  forma,  auricula  judaj 

theriacale 

401 

89 

Achillea,  millefolium 

161 

Agaricus  mineralis,  vide  lac  lunte. 

jacobaca 

HO 

Ageratum                                        69 

Acida 

52 

Agnus  caftus                                ib. 

4 

Agrejia 
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Jgrejla  225 

Agrimonia  7° 

Agripalma  gallis ,  cardiaca  1 07 

Aigeros,  populus  nigra  1 86 

Ajuga,  chamaspitys  12.3 

Aizoon,  fedura  204 

Album  gracum,  ftercus  canis  album 

21  2 

Alcanna,  anchufa  79 

Alcea  7° 

Alchimilla  ib. 

Alcis  ungula  ib. 

Alcohol  372 

Alhandal,  colocynthis  1 1 7 
Alifma,  doronicum  germanicum. 

Alkekengi  70 

Alkermes  446 

Alleluja,  lujula  154 

Alliaria  7 1 

Allium  ib. 

Alnus  nigra  72 

vulgaris  ib. 

Aloe  caballina  73 

barbadenfis7  ., 

hepatica       S 

focotorina  72 

Aloes  lignum,  agallochum  68 

Alfine         .  74 

Altercum,  hyofcyamus  niger       139 

Althaea  74 

Alumen  vulgare       T 

cryfallinum  C 

rupcv.m  ( 

anglicum       ,3 

Alumen  rubrum 

romanum 

Alumen  catinum,    cineres   clavellati 

Alumen  plumofum,     nojlratibus,    &c. 

falfo  diftum ;  talci  fpecies  filamen- 

tofa,  rigida  56 

Alumen  plumofum   verum  ;    aluminis 

vulgaris  ex  mineris  fuis  efflorefcen- 

tice. 

Alumen  uftum  274 

Amalgama  jovis  327 

Amaracus,  majorana  105 

Amara  -  dulcis,     folanum    lignofum 

208 
Amaranthus  1 6 

Ambarum  cineraceum,  ambragrifea 

75 


IS 


Ambarum  citrinum,  fuccinum      213 
liquidum,  liquidambra 

Ambra  grifea  75 

Ambroses  Sh0tYyS  9§ 

Ambutua,  pareira  brava  176 

Amedamusi  alnus  72 

Amethyilus  55 

Amianthus,    talci  fpecies  filamentofa, 

Ammi  verum  76 

vulgare  ib. 

Ammoniacum  gummi  ib. 

purificatUm  236 
Ammoniacus  fal,.  vide  Sal. 

Ammofeus,  ofteocolla  173 
Amomum  racemofum  1 

verum      ■*  '' 

vulgare  ib. 

Amomum  germanis,  piper  j amaicenfc 

183 

Amorisfos,  amaranthus  16 

Amurca  170 

Amygdalae  amars  78 

dulces  ibj 

Amylum  2.2 1 

Anacampjeros,  craflhla  1 1 9 

Anacardium  78 

Anagallis  fcemina  79 

mas  ib. 

Anagallis  aquatzca,  becabunga  93 
Anatron,  vide  natron. 

Anchufa  79 

Anethum  80 

Angelica  ib. 

Anguilla  ib. 

Anguria,  citrullus  216 

Anime  8 1 

Anifum  ib. 

Anonis,  ononis  171 

Anferina,  argentina  83 

Anthemis,  cham;emelum  1  r  3 
Anthophylli ;  caryophylla  aromatica, 
major  a,   matura,    minus   aromatica 

?  08 

Anthora  Zz 

Anthos,  rofxnarinus  191 

Antihefticum  poterii  359 

Antimonium  81 

ca:l-  rticum  353 
Anti- 
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Antimoniurn  diaphoreticum  81 

dulce  ib. 

nitratum  ib. 

pr  separatum,  231 

Antkhora  82 

Aparine  ib. 

sparine,  afperula  88 

Apes  82 

prseparata?  237 

Jpiajirum,  meliffa  159 

Apv.m,  petrofelinum  181 

Apium  palufke  02 

Apollinaris,  hyofcyamus  niger     139 

Apozemn,  <vi4e  decodlum. 

Apozema  aperiens  536 

J  art  dens  54 

Aqua  abfinthii  compofita  379 

magis  compofita  ib. 

minus  comp.  ib. 

alexeteria  546 

fimplex  3' 4 

fpirituofa  379 

cum  aceto  380 

aluminofa  489 

bateana  ib. 

snethi  fern.  364 

angeiicce  ib. 

anhaltina  377 

anifi  compofita  381 

antihyilerica  546 

aroinatica  ib. 

artemifise  364. 

aurant.  cort.  fimp.  ib. 

fpirituof.  3  3 1 

benedicta  397 

compofita  3  9  3 

bryonia;  compofita  3  8 1 

caicis  magis  comp.  398 

minus  comp.  ib. 

fimplex  397 

caruamorni  382 

cardni  benedidli  365 

carui  fern.  382 

caftorei  36; 

catapukarum  587 

ceraforum  nigr.  365 

chamcemeli  367 


cinnamomi  fimp. 

fine  vino 

366 
ib. 

cum  vivo  1 
fpirituof,  5 

382 

Aqua  epidemia 
fluvialis 
fseniculi 
fontana 
fords 

compofita 

duplex 

fimplex 
hordeata 
hyffopi 

juniperi  compofita 
liberans 
marina 
ineliffs  fimplex 

compofita 
menthse  pip.  fimp. 
fpirit. 
mirabilis 
naphas 
nephritica 
nivalis 

nucis  mofchatae 
ophthalmica 
odorifera 
P; 

P 
petrofelini 

compofita 

phagsdenica 

picea 

piperis  jamaicenfis 

fpirituofa 

pluvialis 

pulegii  fimplex 

fpirituofa 

putealis 

raphani  compofita 

regia 

regins  hungaiiae 

rofarum  damafc. 

rutje 

fabina; 

fambuci  flor. 

fapphirina 


eonia?  comp. 
duftris 


3S3.  547 

44 

367 

43 
287 

289 
288 
287 

393 
367 
383 
398 
46 

367 
386 
368 
383 
384 


384 

45 
384 

547 
376 

385 

45 
368 

384 
490 

547 

368 

547 

45 

369 

386 

45 
386 
289 
373 
369 

ib. 

ib. 
3-0 
489 


49°: 


fdopotaria,  catapukarum  387 


ftyptica 

fulphurata 

theriacalis 

viti'iolica  camphorata 

ca;rulea 
vulneraria 


490 
312 
380 
490 
ib. 

387 

Aqus 
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Aqua:  falinse 
Aquila  alba 
Aquilts  lapis,  aetites 
Aquiles  lignum,  calambac 
Aquilegia  } 


275 

537 

27 

152 


C 


83 


Aqv.ilcia 
Aquilina 

Arabicum  gummi  135 

Aranearum  tela:  83 

Arantia,  aufantia  3g 

Arefia  boiis,  ononis  1  7 1 

Arcanum  corallinum  334 
Arcanum  duplicatum,   nitrum  vitrio- 

latum  2  8 1 

Arcium,  bardana  92 

Arckangelica,  lamium  148 
Ardejia  bibernica,  vide  lapis. 

Areca-  fiiccus,   terra  japonica  141 

Argentina  83 

Argentum  ib. 

Argentum  vivum  ib. 

purificatum  329 

Argillae  56 

Ariiiolcchia  longa  84 

rotunda  ib. 

tenuis  ib. 

Armoracia      ?         ■>             n-  r> 

,  .        >  rapnan.  rumc.     i8q 

Annoracium    3 

Arnica,  doronicum  germanicum 


Arnoglojjum,  plantago 

Arienicum  album 

flavum 

rubrum 

Arfenicum  gracorum 


185 

% 
ib. 

ib. 

uripigment. 

ib. 

86 


Artemifia 

Arthanita  ib. 

Arthritica,  chamaepitys  l  1  3 

Arum  86 

Arundo  faccharifera  193 

Afa  ditlcis,  benzoinum  93 

A  fa  fcetida  87 

purificata  236 

Afarum  87 
Afoefios,  talci  /pedes  Jilamentofa       56 

A/clepias,  vincetoxicum  223 

A/AH,  millepede  161 

AJininus  pes,  alliaria  71 

Afpalathus,  ignotum  lignum  152 
Afpalathus  odore  rofeo,  rhodium       ib. 

Aiparagua  88. 


a  J 
a  5 


Ajpergula 
Aiperul 

Afpbaltusj  bitumen  judaicum  97 

A/plenum,  ceterach  1 1 2 
A/fa",  vide  afa. 

Affyria  mala,  citrea  \  1 6 

Aftacus,    cancer  fiuviatilis  104 
AJier  maximus,  enula  campana     1  26 

AJlrantia,  imperatoria  142 

Athanafia,  tanacetum  216 

Atramenium,  vitrioluin  2z<; 

Atriplex  fcEtida  88 

hortenlis  ib. 

Atriplex  fuanjeohns,  botrys  98 

Avena  89 

Aurantia  mala  ib. 

Auricula  juda?  ib. 

muris  ib. 

Auripigmentum  85 

Aurum  90 

fulminans  314 

mofaicum  f 

mufivum  S  ^   7 

Axungise  00 

porcinas  cr.ratio  233 

vipirinae  curatio  ib. 


B 


Baccae  juniperi 
lauri 

144 

149 

myrti 
Balamts  myrepfica,  ben  nuces 
Balauflia 

194 

19 
90 

Balnea  calida 

48 

frigida 
Balfamita  mas 

49 
9* 

Balfamita  minor      7             .    m       c 
^     •       c  ageratum      60 
jcemina  j     ° 

Balfamum  anodynum 

270 

bateanum 

5>3 

apopledlicum 
brazil ienfe  ~\ 

479 

capivi        C 
copaiba    ( 

91 

copaiva      Jj 

canadenfe 

218 

commendatoris 

427 

gileadenfe,  opobalfam 

1  if. 

guaiacinum 

■  i  - 
427 

Balfa- 

640 


INDEX. 


Balfamum  guidonis  270 

judaicum,  opobalfam . 

172 
locatelli  4*78 

e  mecha,  opobalf.     172 
odoriferum  479 

Peruvianum  album      92 
nigrum   7  .r 
vulgare  5 
folychreftum,  guaiacin. 

427 
faponaceum  5 1 2 

fulphur.  anifat.  310 

barbadenfe     ib. 
craflum  ib. 

juniperat.       ib. 
iimplex  ib. 

fuccinat.         ib. 
terebinthinat. 

ib. 

fyriacum,   opobalf.      1 72 

terebinthina;  268 

tolutanum  92 

traumaticum  427 

viride  513 

univerfale  5 1  o 

Banilia  ii 

Baptifecula,  cyanus  l  2 1 

Bardana  92 

Bajilicum  (herba)  ocimum  1 69 

Bafilicam  unguentum  506 

flavum  505 

nigrum  506 

viride  ib. 

Battifecula,  cyanus  1 2 1 

Bdellium  93 

Becabunga  ib. 

BecJrat??!,  tuililago  222 

Belemnites,    lapilhts  crujlaceus  abfor- 

bens  53 

Bella  donna,  iblanum  lethale      208 

Bellis  minor  93 

major  ib. 

Belzoe  } 

Belzoinum     C  ., 

Benjoinum     C 
Benzoinum  3 

Ben  nuces  19 

Berberis  94 


Berula,  becabunga  93 

berula  gallis  fiutn  angujlifolium 

ejl. 

Beta  94 

Betonica  95 

Betonica   aquatica,    fcrophularia    a- 

quatica  major  204 

Beto?iicapanli,  veronica  mas  223 

Betubi  9  5 

Bezoar  occidentale  ib. 

orientale  ib. 

prseparatum  231 

Bezoardica  radix,  contrayerva     1 1 7 

Bezoardicum  joviale  35.9 

minerale  355 

Bingalle,  cafumunar  m 

Bifmalva,  althsea  74 

Bifmuthum  96 

Billorta  96 

Bitumen  judaicum  97 

Blatta  Byzantina,    abforbens    tejia- 

ceum  5  3 

Bolus  armena  97 

pr^eparata  232 

blcefenfis  97 

bohemica     7  ., 

communis  $ 

gal'ica  ib. 

Bolus  alexipharmacus  524 

alexeterius  548 

ex  alumine  ib. 

antidyfentericus  ib. 

e  camphora  549 

e  cailoreo  ib. 

catharticus  525 

cummercurio  526 

e  creta  549 

diaphoreticus  ib. 
diureticus                  526,  550 

ad  dyfenteriam  ib. 

emmenagogus  527 

emeticus  526 

febrifugus  527 

e  gambogia  550 

gnai  acinus  ib. 

hydragogus  ib. 

hy  fieri  cus  527 

jalappae  550 

cum  mercurio  ib. 

iliacus  5 '7 
Bolus 
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Bolus  ipecacoanhs*  527,  551 

mercurialis  5  5 1 

emeticus  ib. 

pedoralis  ib. 

purgans            .    .  525,  550 

xhei  cum  mercurio  5  5 1 

rheumaticus  528 

fcilliticus  ib. 

fudorificus  ib. 

terebinthinatus  ib. 

1         theriacalis  552 

Eombycis  folliculi  206. 

Boni facia,   hippogloffurn  I39 

Bonus  henricus  98 

Borago  ib. 

Borax  ib. 

Botrys  ib. 

Branca  urjina,  acanthus  6y 

germanis      branca  urjina      eft 

fphondylium     njulgare    hirfu- 

tum. 

Braffica  marina  99 

fativa  98 

Brazilienfe  lignum  17,   199 

Britannica  herba,  hydrolapathum 

148 

Brunei/a,  prunella  I  87 

Brufcus,  ruicus  192 

Bryonia  99 

Bufb  ib. 

prseparatus  237 

Bufonites,  dens  lupi  pifcis  54 

Bugloflum  99 

Bugula  100 

Bume/ia,  fraxinus  131 

Bimias,  napus  l  64 

Bupleurum,  perfoliata  2 1 

Burfa  paftoris  100 

Butua,  pareira  brava  176 

Butyrum  antimonii  353 

Buxus  j 00 


Cacao  100 

Cadmia fomacum,  tutia  220 

Cadmiafoffilis,  calaminaris  100 

Cadmia  met  alii  ca,  cobalt  8  c 

Caffe,  cofFee  j  1 7 
Calambac       7 

Calamboca    S  *52 


Calaminaris  lapis  100 

pneparatus  231 

Calamintha  ior 

hianilior,  hedera  terreflris  136 

montana  \  o  1 

Calamus  aromaticus  ib. 

Calcareus  lapis  rW 

Calcatrippa,  delphinium  21 

Calendula  I02 

Callitrichmn,  trichomanes  221 

Calomel  as  ~-j 

Caltba,  calendula  102 

Calx  antimonii  1*6 

j°vis  326 

mercurii  332 

viva  io2 

Cambogium,  gambogia  132 

Campechenfe  lignum  152 

Camphora  10* 

Camphorata  j,t 

Cancrorum  chela;  104 

praeparatse  231 

Cancrorum  oculi  iqa 

praeparati  231 

Canella,  cinnamomum  1 1 6 

Canella  alba  104 

Cannabis  H,m 

Cantharides  j0c 

Caphura,  camphora  103 

Capillus  veneris,  adianthum  68 

Capita,  balf.  copaiba  gt 

Capparis  106 

Caprifolium  ib. 

Capficum  j  84 

Carabe,  fuccinuiri  213 

Caranna  \od- 

Carcedonius  lapis,  chalcedonius      55 

Cardamantica,  iberis  iai 

Cardamine  22 

Cardamomum  majus  106 

minus  ib. 

Cardamomum    maximum,     an  grana 

paradifi?  134 

Cardiaca  1 07 

■Cardopatium,  carlina  108 

Carduus  benedi&us  107 

Car  duns  fuilonum,  dipfacus  121 

Careum,  carui.  108 

Caricae  107,  129 

Carlina  108 

Carneolus  lapis  55 

T  t  Caros. 
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108 


Caros,  card  108 

Cat-ota,  daucus  123 

Carpobalfamum  108 

Carthamus  ib. 

Carui   7  -i 

r           >  ib. 

Caryocoftinum 

Caryophylla  aromatica 

hortenjial 

rubra     i  y 

Caryophyllata  ib. 

Chary ophyllus,  piper  jamaicenfe  183 

Cafcarilla,  eleutheria  125 

Cafia  fiftularis  1 09 

lignea  no 

Cajiimmuniar,  cafumunar  1 1 1 

Caffutha,  cufcuta  121 

Caftoreum  no 

Cafumunar  1 1 1 

Cataplafma  aromaticum  552 

camphoratum  ib. 

e  cymino  5 1 5 

difcutiens  ib. 

emolliens  552 

ifchiadicum  ib. 

maturans  5 1 5 

ftomachicum  552 

fuppurans  515 

Cataputia,  /pedes  tithymali  220 

Cataria,  nepeta  165 

Catechu,  japonica  terra  141 

pilulas  e  terra  japonica  compo- 

iitaa  464 

Cauda  equina  in 

Cauda porcina,  peucedanum  182 

Caules  angelica?  conditi  24 1 

Caulis,  braffica  98' 

Caufticum  antimoniale  353 

commune  fortius  283 

'  mitius  ib. 

lunare  3 1 5 

Cauterium  potentiale  282 

Cedrinum  lignum,  juniperus  144 

Centivwrbia,  nummularia  168 

Centinodium  1 1 1 

Centaurium  majus  ib. 

minus  ib. 

Cepa  ib. 

Ccpa  marina,  fcilla  203 

Cera  alba  1 1 2 

ib. 


Cerafa  nigra,  fubdulcia  it ,' 

rubra,  acidula  ib. 

fanguineo  fucco,   acidiffima 

ib. 

Ceratites  lapis,    vide  unicornu  fojjile. 

Ceratum  album 

citrinum  *"> 

epuloticum      C 

e  lapide  calam.  (~ 

turneri  .J 

mercuriale 
Cerefolium,  chasrefolium 
Cerevifia 

amara 

aperiens 

butleri 

cephalica 

diuretica 

fcorbutica 
CerufTa  112, 

antimonii 
Cervus 
Ceterach 

Chacarilla,  eleutheria 
Chasrefolium 
Chalcanthum,  vitriolum 
Chalcedonius  lapis 
Chalcitis 
Chalybs 

cum  fulphure  praeparat. 
tartarizatus 
Chalybis  rubigo  pfasparata 
Cbamaacle,  ebulus 
Cbamcecijfus,  hedera  terr. 
Choma-cyparijfus,  abrot.  fcem. 
Chamadapbne,  laureola  mas 
Chamasdrys 

Chamadrys  paluftris,  fcordium 
Chamalea,  mezereon 
Chameleon,  carlina 
Chamsemelum  nobile 

romanum 
flore  multiplici 
Chamatnelum  foetid,  cotula 
Ckamapeuce,  camphorata 
Chamaspitys 
Cheiri 
Chelae  cancrorum 

praparatae 

Chelidonium  majus 

minus 


I 


S'3 

SH 

ib. 

112 

39 
537 
552 

537 

553 

ib. 

553 
324- 
347 
118 
112 
125 
112 
225 

55 
485 
128 
318 
3»9 

3*7 
124 
136 

65 

149 

IJ3 

204 

161 

108 

«>3 

ib. 
119 

1 1 
115 

ib. 
105 
231 
113 
114 
Cheno' 
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Chenopodium,  bonus  henricus  98 

Chermes,  kermes  145 

China  radix  114 

China  chines,  peruv.  COrt.  I  78 

Chryfocolla,   borax  98 

Chryfocolla    gratis,      minera  cuprea 

120 

Chryfocome,  ftoechas  citrina  212 

Cicer  114 

Cichoreum  ib. 

Cicla,  beta  alba  94 

Cicuta  1 1 5 

Cines  fe?nen,  fantonicum  199 

Cinara  1 6 

Cineres  clavellati  145 

ruffici  1 1 5 

Cinnabaris  antimonii  354 

faftitia  330 

nativa  1 1 5 

Cinnabaris  gracor.  fanguis  dracon. 

198 

Cinnamomum  116 

Citrago,  melifla  i£g 

Citrea  mala  1 1 6 

Citrullus  ib. 

Ci-veta,  zibethum  227 

Cnicus,  carthamus  108 

Cnidia  grana  220 

Coagulum  aluminofum  5 1 6 

Cobaltum  85 

Cocca  baphica,  kermes  145 

Cocca  c?tidiay  grana  cnidia  220 

Coccinellaj  ?  ^ 
Cochinella     5 

Cochela,  limaces  154 

Cochlearia  horteniis  1 1 7 

maritima  ib. 

Cochlearia  folio  cubitali,     raphanus 

rufticanus  1 89 

C<xruleumnati<vim,  lap  lazul.  150 

Coffee  1 1 7 

Colcothar  283 

ColJyrium  album  553 

aluminofum  ib. 

Colocynthis  1 1 7 

Colophonia  268 

Columbhia,  aquilegia  83 

Concha  magaritifera  157 

Condita  241 

angelicas  caules  ib. 

radices  ib. 


Hi 


Condit.     aurantiorum  cortices    ib. 

citreorum  cortices  ib- 

eryngii  radix  ib* 

helenii  radix  ib. 

limonum  cortices  ib. 

nux  mofchata  242 

fcorzoneras  radices  24.1 

fymphyti  radices  ib. 

zingiberi  242 

Confeclio  alkermes  446 

archigenis  481 

cardiaca  480 

damocratis  48 1 
fracajlorii,  diafcord.    478 

paulina  481 

raleighana  480 

roborans  554. 

fapientum  78 

ftultorum  ib. 

Conferva  abfinthii  239 

cochlearia  '  _,  240 

cort.  aurant.  238 

cynolbati  240 

lavendula;  239 

lujulas  238 

malvaa  239 

menthas  ib. 

prunorum  fil-v,  240 

rorifmarini  ib. 

rofarumrub*  239 

rata?  ib. 

Confolida  major  117 

'media,   bugula  1 00 

minima,  bellis  min,  93 

minor,  brunella  187 

regalis,  delphinium  21 

rubra,  tormentil.  220 
faracenica,    virg.    aur. 

225 

Contrayerva  21/ 
Convolvulus   maritimils,    braflica 

marina  99 

Copal  1 1 8 

Corallina  ib. 

Corallinum  album  ib. 

rubrum  ib. 

praeparatum  231 

Coriandrum  1 1 8 

Corneolus  lapis  55 

Cornu  cervi  1 1 8 

calcinatwni  235 

T  t  3  Cartm 
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Cornu  cer-viniim  ? 
Coronopus        5 

16 

Cyanus 
Cyaneu. 

lf»    \    lazuli 

150 

Corn  us 

jrr8 

Cyclamen,  arthanita 

86 

Cortex  aurant.  1 

Cydonia  mala 

122 

citreor.  >  conditus 

241 

Cyminum 

ib. 

limon.  y 

Cynocrambe,  mercmualis  filr. 

160 

Corf  ex  magellanicus,  winteranus 

Cynog 

loffum 

122 

ZZJ 

Cynorrf 

w  dan  ? 

ik 

Cortex  peruvianas 

178 

Cynofbatos  5 

Cortex  thurisy  an  eleutheria  ? 

125 

Cynoforchisy  fatyrion 

201 

Coitus 

118 

CypariJJus,  cupreflus 

120 

Cojius  hortorum,  balfamita 

91 

Cyperus 

122 

Cojius  corticojus,  cannella  alba 

104 

Cypheos 

461 

Cotonea,  cydonia 

1 22 

Cypira 

curcuma 

121 

Cotula  foetida 

119 

Cyprejj 

u,  cupreffus 

12G- 

Cotyledon 

16 

Conrlaril  gummi,  anisic 

.81 

D 

Cranium  humanum,  OS 

(4 

Craffula 

?i9 

Dapbnoides,  laureola 

149 

Crernor  tartari 

273 

Datura,  ftrammoneum 

35 

Creta 

119 

Daucus  creticus 

123 

prspsrata 

231 

hortenfis 

ib. 

Crithmum 

rig 

filveftris 

ib. 

Crocus 

ib. 

Deco&um  album 

P9 

Crocus  indicus,  curcuma 

121 

album  compofitam 

ib. 

Crocus  antimonii 

344 

antifebrile 

554 

lotus 

345 

antihe&icum 

ib.. 

mitior 

344 

aftringens 

ibf 

martis  apeviens 

318 

bardanae 

555 

ailringens 

3'9 

campechenfe 

ib. 

metallorum 

345 

commune 

ib. 

Cryftalli  tartari 

273 

pro  clyfiere 

39o 

veneris 

322 

diafcordii 

ib. 

Cryftallus  lapis 

55 

diureticum 

555 

Cryfiattus   ijlandica,    lapidis    folubi- 

emolliens  pro  fotu 

39* 

lis  pellucidi  f pedes 

53 

febrifugum 

537 

Cubebje 

120 

ad  iftericos 

ib. 

Cucumis  afininus~\ 
agreftis-J 

ib. 

lignorum 

ad  nephriticos 

ib. 

392 

hortenfis 

ib. 

nitrofum 

ib. 

Cucurbita 

ib. 

pectorale 

ib. 

Cumi'num 

122 

peruvianum 

556 

Cumlnum  prate-rife,  carui 

IO& 

feneka; 

ib. 

Cunila  bubula,  origanum 

1/3 

ferpentaria?  comp. 

393 

fati<va,  fatureia 

201 

tamarind,  cum  fena 

397 

Cupreffus 

120 

terra;  japonicaj 

536 

Cuprum 

ib. 

vulnerarium 

556 

Curcuma 

121 

Delphinium 

21 

Cufcuta  major 

ib. 

Dens 

eonis 

123 

minor 

ib. 

Denial 

rum,  abforbens  tejlaceum      53 

Cyanus,  htrbet 

ik 

Denta- 
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Demtaria    ? 
Dentil  I  aria  J 

21 

Eleftarium  cardiacum 

caryocolbiium 

Diacaflia 

476 

x        e  cafia 

Diachylon  fimplex 

497 

cephalicum 

cum  gummi 

498 

•chalybeatum     522 

Diafcordium 

441 

deobftruens 

Diambra  pi/,  pil.  aromatic. 

467 

emmenagogum 

Diambr/e  /pedes  Jine   odoratis, 

fpe- 

ad  gononhceam 

cies  aromaticx: 

4sS 

.e  gummi  guaiaco 

Diape?i/ia,  fanicula 

198 

hasmorrhoidale 

Diapente 

454 

ex  hellebore  nigro 

JDiaromaton 

45  8 

incrafTans 

Diafcordium 

478 

lenitivum         476, 

Diateffaron 

454 

pro  clyftere 

Diatragacanthi  pulvis 

457 

ad  nephriticos 

tabellas 

466 

par-alyticum 

Diclamnus  albus,  fraxinella 

131 

peftorale          477, 

Dictamnus  creticus 

I23 

peruvianum 

Digitalis 

•  * 

21 

.purgans  acidum 

Dipfacus 

refrigerans 

Diptamnum,  dittamnus 

123 

faponaceum 

Doronicum 

124 

e  fcammonio 

Doronicum  germanicum. 

e  fcordio 

Dorjienia,  contrayerva 

117 

fiftens 

Draco  mitigatus,  mercur.  dnlc. 

337 

e  fulphure 

Draconis  languis 

198 

EkBnmi,  fuccinum 

Dracontium     7 
Dracunculus  S 

124. 

Elemi 

Eleofelinum,  apium 

Dragacantha,  tragacantha 

136 

Eleutheria 

Drakena,  contrayerva 

117 

Elycbryfum,  ftcechas  citrina 

Dulcamara,  folan.  lignof. 

20S 

Elixir  aloes 

afthmaticum 

E 

myrrhje  compofitum 
paregoricum 

Ebenus 

»7 

pe&orale 

Ebulus 

124 

polychreftum 

Ebur,  dens  elephairtis 

54 

proprietatis 

Elaphobofcum,  paftinac.  filv, 

177 

cum  acido 

Elaterium                            1 20, 

245 

helmontii 

EJfe7rzi.      1  cortex,  ddbtheriaeiz-e 

paracelli 
facrum 

Elathertus    i 

Elatine 

124 

falutis 

Eleelarium  acidum 

557 

ftomachicum             412, 

alexeteriura 

526 

vitrioli                      430, 

alterans 

521 

acidum 

antepilepticum 

520 

duke 

antidyfentericum 

475> 

mynfichti 

521 

volatile  vigani 

aromaticum 

ib. 

uterinum 

e  baccislauri 

475 

Elleborus,  helleborus 

balfamicum    $11, 

557 

Emplaftrum  adhsefivum 
T  t  5 

645 

481 

477 
476 

557 

.558 

522 
ib. 
5?S 
iL 
561 
558 
523 
559 
477 

559 
523 

523 
523 
524 

ih. 
560 
477 
47J 
56> 

ib. 
213 
1 24 

§2 

l25 

212 

428 
429 

431: 

429 
ib. 

427 

428 
429 
40.? 

42S 

43 l 

422 

.  561 

561 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
298 
43 " 

479 
Em- 
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JSmplaftrum    ex    ammoniaco  cum 

mercurio 

coo 

anodyno-difcutiens          562 

anodynum 

496 

antihyftericum 

ib. 

attrahens 

ib. 

ealidum 

562 

cephalicura 

496 

cereum 

562 

e  cicuta  cum  ammoniaco 

496 

e  cymino 

498 

commune 

496 

adhaefivum 

ib. 

cum  gummi 

498 

cum  mercurio 

500 

defenfivum 

498,  562 

diachylon  fimplex           496 

cum  gi 

jmmi   498 

diapalma? 

ib. 

epifpafticum 

503/562 

compolitum 

ib. 

gummofum 

562 

ad  herniam 

502 

de  melilotp 

498 

mercuriale 

500 

e  minio 

501 

iimplex 

ib. 

cum  fapone 

ib. 

e  mucilaginibus 

ib. 

oxycroceum 

ib. 

roborans 

502 

e  fapone 

ib. 

ftomachicum 

502,  562 

fuppurans 

563 

vefieatorium 

5°3 

volatile 

504 

Emulfio  arabica 

434 

communis 

ib. 

camphorata 

563 

oleofa 

ib. 

purgans 

544 

Endivia 

126 

Enema  de  amyJo 

563 

anodynum 

564 

anticolicum 

ib. 

aftringens 

ib. 

commune 

ib. 

domeflicum 

ib. 

emolliens 

ib. 

'"  etiduin 

ti. 

Enema  opiatum 

purgans 

terebinthinatum 
Ens  veneris 

Entalium,  abforbens  tejlaceum 
Enula  campana 
Epithema  vefieatorium 

volatile 
Epithymum 

Equifetum,  cauda  equina 
Erigerum 
Eruca 

Ewum,  orobus 
Eryngium 
Eryfimum 

Erythrodanum,  rubia  tinft. 
Eilentia  am  bra 

ceAri  7 

limonum  $ 

nerolj 

odorifera 
Efula  major 
minor 
Eupatorium  avicenntsl 
grtecorum  5 


564 
ib, 

564 
322 

126 

5%4 
to. 

121 
II  I 

126 

ib. 

'73 
I27 

ib. 
191 

43 5 
263 

89 

43  i 
220 


agrimonia 


mefues,  ageratum 
Eupatorium  cannabinum 
Euphorbium 
Euphragia  ? 
Euphraiia  5 

Expreffio  millepedarum 
Extraclum  abfinthii 
catharticum 
centaurii  minoris 
chamasmeli 
corticis  peruviani 
croci 

enulas  campanse 
gentians 
glycyrrhizae 
guaiaci 
jalapii 

hellebori  nigri 
ligni  campechenfis 
martis 
opii 

peruviani  corticis 
plantaginis 
xudii 
rura; 


70 

69 

127 

ib. 


ib. 

249 

253 

249 

ib. 

251 

375 
249 

ib. 

ib. 
252 
250 
2-19 
251 
40  c 
236 

251 

246 

-53 
249 

Extrac- 
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£x£ra£lum  fabinse 

249 

Fungus  lands,  agaricus 

thebaicum 

236 

fambucinus,  auric,  j 

F 

G 

Faba 

128 

Gabulee,  nuces  cuprefli 

Fabafuilla,  hyofcyamus 

139 

Galanga. 

Fabacraffal     craffu]a 
tabaria       j 

119 

Galappa,  jalapiuin 
Galbanum 

Far  far  a      7         te\ 
Farfarella  5          1    ° 

222 

purificatum 

Galbuti,  nuces  cupreffi 

Ferrum 

128 

Galega 

Ficaria,  chelidon.  minus 

114 

Galeopfs,  lamium 

fcrophular.  vulg. 

204 

Gallas 

Ficus                                    1 29, 

167 

Gallitrichum,  horminum 

Filago,  gnaphalium 

16 

Gallium 

Filipendula 

129 

Gambogia 

Filix  florida 

ib. 

Gargarifma  aftringens 

fcemina 

ib. 

commune 

mas 

ib. 

emolliens 

Fimi,  ftercora 

212 

detergens 

Flores  benzoini 

308 

Garofmum,  atriplex  fcetida 

martiales 

3!9 

Gariopbylla,  caryophylla 

falis  ammoniaci 

272 

Gasfulphuris,  aqua  fulph. 

fulphuris 

3°9 

Gelatina  berberorum 

iQti 

ib. 

cornn  cervi 

zinci 

357 

cydoniorum 

Flos  amoris,  amaranthus 

1 1 

ribefiorum 

Flos  ciiculi,  cardamine 

22 

Gelfeminmn,  jafminum 

Fluores 

53 

Genifta 

Fceniculum  duke 

129 

Gentiana 

vulgare 

ib. 

Geranium  batrachoides 

Famiculum  marinum,  crithm. 

119 

robertianum 

Fcenum  camelcrum,  June,  odor. 

144 

Gialappa,  jalapium 

Fcenum-grsecum 

130 

Gilla  vitrioli 

Folium  indum,  malabathr. 

J55 

Gingidium,  chasrefolium 

orientale,  fena 

205 

Ginfeng 

Formicas 

130 

Gith,  nigella 

Fotus  anodynus 

5^5 

Gladiolus  luteus 

aromaticus 

ib. 

G/ans,  frudtus  quercus 

communis  391 

roborans  565 

Ffagaria  130 
Frambaejia,  fruil.  rubi  idaei           I  92 

Frangula,  alnus  nigra  27 

Fraxinella  1 3 1 

Fraxinus  ib. 

Fuga  damonum,  hyperic.  J  40 

Fuligo  ligni  combufti  1 3 1 
Fumaria 
Fumns  terra 


ib, 
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69 

89 


120 

»3< 
140 

236 
120 
132 

148 
132 

139 

ib. 

566 

ib. 

ib. 


108 
312 

245 

390 
244 
245 

14! 

*33 
ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
J40 
272 

112 

I30 
166 

J33 

189 
Glans  unguent  aria,  nuces  ben  19 
Glallum  132 

Gloffopetra,  dens  pifcis  5  a 

Glycyrrhiza  134. 

Gnaphalium  16 

Gnidia  gra.nK,  cnidia  220 

Gramen  134 

Grana  attes,    fem.  baccar.  fambuci 

•  "     " :  J97 

Grana  kermes  165 

cnidia  220 
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Grana  paradifi. 

Granata  malus 

Granatus  lapis 

Gratia  Dei,  geranium 

Gratia  Dei  7 

Gratiola     i 

Groilularia 

Guaiacum  gummi 
lignum 

Gummi  aloes 

ammoniacum 
arabicum 
Ceraforum 
clemi 

gamandra  ~\ 
ga?nba  C 
goa  r 

gutta        3 
juniperi 
prunorum 
fenica 
tragacantha 

Gutta  ga?nba,  gambogia 

Guttae  vita; 

(Gypfum 

H 


i34 
ib. 

5  5 
133 

134- 

35 

135 
ib. 

253 
76 

'35 
136 
124. 


gam  bog.  132 


144 

'57 

»3.5 

136 

1  32 

431 
36 


Helleborus  antiquorum 
albus 
niger 
Helxine,  parietaria 
Hepar  anguilla? 
fulphuris 
Hepatica  nobilis 
Hepatica  terrejiris  ~\ 
vulgaris    j 
ftellaris,  afperula 
Heptaphjilum,  tormentilla' 
Heracleus  lapis*  vide  magnes. 
Herba  benedicla,  caryophyllat. 
britannica,  hydrolap. 
hamcrrboidum,    chelid . 


lichen. 


*37 
ib. 

177 
80 

3" 

'3§ 

T5< 

88 

229 

109 

148 

min. 

114 

16 

69 

66 

138 

211 

222 


I36 
231 

chelidonium 


Haematites  lapis 

prasparatus 
Hamorrboidum   herba, 

minus 
Halec 

Halicacabus,  alkekengi 
*  Halinitrum,   nitrum 
Hammcmaci  lachryma,    gummi 

moniacum 
Handal,   colocynthis 
Hardtjla,  vide  lapis  hybernicus 
Harengins,  halec 
Haultus  diaphoreticus 

diureticus  543, 

anodyno-diuretic. 

catharticus 

falinus 
oleofus 
Kedera  arboica 
terreftris 
Hcdychroi 
Bedyofmus,  mentha 
Helenikm,  enula  cnmp. 
idiccLryfum,  {tccchas  citrin. 


impia,  gnaphalium 

julia,  ageratum 

?nedica,  abfinthium 

paris 

pedicular,  ftaphyfag. 

facra,  verbena 

fan£i.  joannis,    artemif. 
lament.  bug;ula 
petri,  crithmum 

fcorluti,  cochlearia 

Jlelles,  coronopus 

turca,  herniaria 
Hermodaclylus 
Herniaria  ib. 

Jiibernicus  lapis,  \z.yAsJiifilis}  aluminc 


loo 

119 

117 

16 

J39 
ib. 


I  1 4         impragnatus     '           -  yr 

37  Hi  era  picra  457 

70  HippoglofTum  139 

1 66  Hippoielinum  1 1 3 

am-  Hippuris,  cauda  equina  1 1 1 

76  Hirci  fanguis  prasparatus  237 

I  ]  7  Hirundinaria,  vincetoxicum         223 

Holojleus,  ofteocolla  J  73 

37  Hordeum  difrichum  139 

566  gallicum  \        ib. 

567  mundatum  ib. 
ib.                     perlatum  ib. 

542  Horminum  ib. 

543  Hyacinthus  lapis  55 

544  Hydrargyria  83 
1^6  Hydrolapathum  148 

ib.  Hydrcpiper,  perficnria  urens  177 

462  Hyofcyamus  albus  139 

160                          luteus  166 

126                          niger  139 
212                                                  Hype- 
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Hypericum 
Hypociftis' 
Hy  flop  us 


I 


Jacobasa 

Jalapiuml 

falappa    j 

japonica  terra 

Jafminum 

Iberis 

Iberis  gallorum,   lepidium 

Jbifcus,  althaea 

Ichthyocolla 

Idjeus  rubus 

Jemou,  gambogia 

Imperatoria 

Jmpia  herba,  gnaphalium, 

Infernalis  lapis 

Infufum  alcalinum 

amarum  395, 

fimplex. 
purgans 
cum  fena 
antifcorbuticum 
cephalicum 
diureticum 
lini 

peftorale 
paralyticum 
fenas 

commune 
limoniatum 
Jnguhialis  fchroderi,   eryngium 
Injedio  balfamica 
mercurialis 
Intybus,  endivia 
Inula,   enula-campana 
Ipecacoanha 
Iringus,   eryngium 
Iris,  eryfimum 
Iris  florentina     "7 
illyrica  J 

noftras 

palujtris,  i  ° 
Ifatis,  glaftum 
Iva  arthritica,  cham^pitys 
Juglans 
Jujubaa 


140 
ib. 
ib. 


i  40 

ib. 

ib. 
141 

ib. 

150 

74 
142 

192 

'32 

142 

16 

536 

536 

395 
ib. 

ib. 
567 

ib. 
568 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

396 

ib. 

ib. 
127 
568 
569 
126 

ib. 
142 
127 

ib. 

144 

ib. 

*33 

ib. 

JI3 

144 

ib. 


"Julapia,   julepa 

Julepum  alexeterium 
ammoniacum 
antihyftericum 
e  camphora 
cardiacum 
-   carminativum 
e  creta 

diaphoreticum 
diureticum 
fcetidum 
hydragogum 
hyftericum 
moichatum 
e  mofcho 
refrigerans 
fcillidcum 
Mens 
fiomachjcum 

Juncus  odoratus' 
rotundus 

Juniperus 

Jupiter,  ftannum  • 

Jus  viperinum 

Jufquiamus,  hyofcyamus 

K 


649 

540 

569 

ib. 

435 
541,569 

542 

433 
569 

ib. 
570 

ib. 
542 

57i 

43o 
542 

57i 

ib. 

542 

144 

ib. 
211 

394 
*39 


Kali 

Karabe,  fuccinum 

Keiri,  cheiri 

KermeSj  grana 

Kermes  mineralis 

Kina  kina,  peruvianus  cort. 


Labdanum 

Labrum  veneris,  dipfacus 

Lac  afininum 

caprinum 

ovillum 

vaccinum 

aftringens 

ferratum 

ammoniaci 

martis 

fulphuris 

virginis 
Lac  luna,  terra  abforb.  mollis 
Lacca 


213 

145- 
35° 
178 


146 

21 
146 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
S7* 
57z 
434 
572 

3" 

413 

53 
H7 


La&uca 
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Laftuca 

148 

fylveftris 

ib. 

Ladanum,  labdanum 

146 

Lamium 

148 

Lanaria,  faponaria 

200 

Lapathum 

148 

acutum 

ib. 

aquaticum 

ib. 

Lapathum    unQuofum,    bonus 

hen- 

ricus 

98 

Lapides  pretiou" 

5S 

Lapis  bezoar 

95 

praeparatus 

231 

calaminaris 

IOI 

praeparatus 

231 

contrayerva 
haematites 

praeparatus 

455 

136 

231 

fyybernicns,   lapis  fjjilis, 

alu- 

mine  impragnatus 

75 

anfernalis 

3i5 

judaicus,   lapiUus  Jlriatus, 

ab- 

forbens  5  3 

lazuli  150 

praeparatus  231 

yn  ,s  ^  vjjc  belemnites. 


} 


lyncurius 
jy  medicamentofus 


358 
282 

92 

69 

217 

87 


fepticus 
«■*  Lappa  major 

Laricis  fungus,  agaricus 

rejina,  tereb.  venet, 

r   r  A.-         c  afafoetida 

L-aJerpittum     J 

Laudanum  liquidum  410 

fydenhami  409 

Layendula  149 
Lover  germanicum  becabunga        93 

Laureola  mas  149 
Laureola  fa?mina,  mezereon.        1 6 1 

Lauro-cerafus  365 

Laurus  1 49 

Lazuli  lapis  150 

praeparatus  2  3 1 

Leontopodium,  alchimilla  70 

Lens  150 
Lens  paluftris^ 

Lenticular  ia      5  °  -> 

Lentifcus  1 50 

Lepidium  ib. 

Lepulium  hortenfe,  iberis  141 


E    X. 

Leutanthemum,  bellis  maj.  91 
odoratius,  chamaem.  nob.  1 1  2 

Leucoium  luteum,  cheiri  ib. 

Leuconympbata,  nymph,  alb.  169 

Leucopiper,  piper  album  183 

Levifticum  1 50 

Libanotis  coronaria,   rofmarm.  191 

Lichen  151 

cinereus  terreftris  ib. 

Lignum  aloes,  agallochum  68 

aquilce,    vide   aquilae  lig- 
num, 

afpalathus    ;  152 

brazilienfe             17,  199 

campechenfe  152 

cedrinum,  juniperus  1 44 


guaiacum  7 
indicum      ± 


135 


juniperus  144 

nephriticum  1 65 

rhodium  152 

fanilum,  guaiac.  135 

fantalum  album  1 98 

citrin.  ib. 

rubrum  1 99 

•vita:,  guaiacum  135 

Ligujiicum,  levifticum  150 

Lilium  album  152 

convallium  153 

Limaces  1 54 

Limones  153 

Linaria  ib. 

Lin&us  acidulus  573 

folutivus  ib. 

Lingua  avis,   ferrien  fraxini  131 

Lingua  cervina  153 

Lingua  ferpent .  ophioglofT.  171 

Linimentum  album  5 1  2 

anodynum  573 

arcsei  508 

hemorrhoid  ale  573 

mercuriale  ib. 

faponaceum  512 

tripharmacum  513 

volatile  513,   573 

Linum  catharticum  153 

vulgare  ib. 

Liquamen  falis  tartari     2  79 

Liquidambra  154 

Liqitiritia,    glycynhiza  134 

Lunar- 


INDEX. 


Lkhargyrus  argent!  7 

auri      5 

Lithomarga  alba,  vide  tinhorn,  fojf. 

Lithofpermum  1 54 

Lixivium  martis  300 

faponarium  280 

tartari  279 

Lohoch  ex  amylo  488 

balfamicum  573 

commune  488 

diatragac3nthi  ib. 

de  lino  ib. 

de  manna  ib. 

pedlorale  573 

faponaceum  488 

de  fpermate  ceti  ib. 

Lotio  faponacea  49 1 

Lotus  urbana  154 

Ludus  hebnontii,  abforbens,  mi?ierale 

53 

Lujula  154 

Lumbrici  ib. 

Luna,  argentum.  83 

Lupinus  155 

y  as  ^      1  lapis,  vide  belemnites. 
lyncurius   j      r 

M 

Macis  155 

Macropiper,  piper  long.  1 83 

Magellanicus  cortex,  winteran.  227 

Magifterium  benzoini  4 1 3 

bifmuthi  356 

ftanni  327 

Magifirantia,  imperatoria  142 

Magma  hedychroi  462 

Magnes,  ferri ?ninera  128 

Magnelia  alba  272 

Majorana  155 

Mala  armeniaca  35 

aflyria  116 

aurantia  89 

citrea  1 1 6 

cydonia  122 

granata  134 

hortenfia  156 

limonia  153 

medica  1 1 6 

perfica  177 

punica  $34 
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156 
155 

156 
70 

74 

l5b 

to. 

170 

96 

226 
53 

«57 

23 1 

53 
*S7 

128 

242 

319 

318 

3'7 
157 
158 
158 
86 

58 
106 

Matrifyl<va  germanis,  afperula  88 

Mechoacanna  158 

Mechoacanna  nigra,  jalap.  1 40 

Meconium  441 

Medica  mala  116 

Medicamentofus  lapis  358 

Medulla  faxi,  vide  lac  lunes. 

Mel  158 

aegyptiacum  447 

defpumatum  233 

elatines  447 

helleboratum  ib. 

mercuriale  448 

rofaceum  ib. 

folutivum  ib. 

Melampodium,   helleb.  nigr.  137 

Melanopiper,  piper  nigr.  1  83 

Melanofmegma,  fapo  niger  1 99 

Melantbium,  nigella  166 

Meleguetta,  an  gran  a  paradifi  ?  134 

Melilotus  159 

Meliffa  ib. 

Melo  ib. 

Menianibes,  trifol.  paluft.  221 

Menta- 


Mala  filveftrk 

Malabathrum 

Malicorium 

Malva 

Mahva  <verbenaca.    aJcca 

Malnjaruifcus,  althaea 

Mandragora 

Manna 

Manna  tburis 

Marcafita,  bifmuthura 

pyrites 
Marga 
Margaritas 

praeparata 
Marmor 
Marrubium 
Mars,  ferrum 
Mars  faccharatus 

folubil.is 

fulphuratus 
Martis  limatura  prasparata 
Marum  fyriacum 

vulgare 
Maftiche 

Mater  herbarum,  artemifia 
Matricaria 
Matrifyl<va,  caprifolium 
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Mentaftrum  160 

gallis    mentaftrum     eft     mentha 

aquatic  a  rubra. 

Mentha  cataria,  nepeta 

Mentha  graca,  balfamita 

paluftris,   pulegium 
Mentha  piperitis 
vulgaris 
Mentha faracenica,    balfamita 
Mtrcurialis  anglica,   bon.  henr. 
Mcrcurialis  fcemina 
mas 

filveflris 
Mercurii  folutio 
Mercurius 

alcalizatus 
calcinatus 
corallinus 
corroiivus  albus 
ruber 
fublimat. 
dulcis  prsecipitat. 

fublimat. 
emeticus  flavus 
praecipitatus  albus 
dulcis 
flavus 
fufcus       - 
ruber 
wurtzii 
viridis 
puriflcatus 
faicharatus 
fublimat.  corrofiv. 

dulcis 
vitse 
Mefpilus 
Meu       1 
Meum  3 
Mezereon 
Milium 

Milium  foils,  lithofpcrm. 
MilkJIores,  ftercus  -vaccinum 
Millefolium 
Millefora,  hypericum 
Millegrana,  herniaria 
Mi/lemorbia,    fcrop.  vulg. 
Millepede 

praeparatae 
Minium  1 62, 

Minium  gr,?cor.  cinnabar 
Miftura  alexeteria 


165 

91 
188 
160 

ib. 

9* 

98 

160 
ib. 
ib. 

33  2 
83 
329 
332 
334 
335 
333 
335 
339 
337 
34i 

339 
ib, 

34' 
34° 
333 
34° 

ib. 
329 

ib. 
335 
337 
354 
161 

ib. 

ib. 
ib. 


»54 
212 
161 
140 

*39 

204 

161 

237 
323 
115 

575 


Miftura  antidyfenterica 

antiemetica 

cardiaca 

cathartic  a 

diuretica 

ad  phthifira 

e  Valeriana 
Mithridatium 
Miva  cydoniorum 
Molon,  filipendula 
Molybdesna,   talci  /pedes  nigra,    mi- 

cacea  56 

plumbi  minera  18; 

Molybdos,  plumbum  ib. 

Morfus  diaboli  165 

Morfus  gallina,  ailing  74 

Morus  162 

Mofchata  nux  168 

Mofchus  162 

Moxa,  artemifia  japonic  a  lanugo    3  8 


575 
544 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
S7b 

577 
481 
244 
129 


Mucilago  fern,  cydon. 

Muria,  fal  communis  folutus 

Mufcus  pyxidatus 

Mufcus  maritim.  corallina 

Murica,  tamarifcus 

Myrifiica  nux,   mofchata 

Myrobalani 

Myrrha 

Myrrhis 

Myrtilli 

Myrtus 

Myxa 

Myxaria 


>  febeftea 


394 
196 

16 
118 
216 
168 
163 
1 64 

ib. 

16 
164 

204 


N 

Napha,  flos  mali  aurantias 
Naphtha,   petroleum 
Napus  dulcis  7 
Napus  fat iii a  S 
Napus  filveftris 
Nardus  celtica 
indica 
Nardus  italics,  lavend.  Iatifol. 

rujiica  afarum 
Nafturtium  aquaticum 

hortenfe 

Najlurtitim  pratenfe,  cardamine     22 

Natruni   antiquorum,    fal     alkalinus 

fixus  277 

Numphur,  nymph,  alba  1  69 

NfepStt 


89 
181 

164 

ib. 

ib. 
165 
149 

87 
16c 

ib. 
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>zinciflores         228 


Nepeta  165 

Nephriticum  lignum  ib. 

Neroli,  oleum  eff.  flor.  aurant.    89 

Nicotiana  1  66 

minor  .*£• 

Nigella  ib. 

Nihil  album 

Nihil  grifeum 

Nitrum  166 

purificatum  271 

ftibiatum  346 

vitriolatum  291 

Nucifta,  nux  mofchata  168 

Nummularia  ib. 

Nux  mofchata  1 68 

torrefa&a  234 

Nux  piftacia  169 

Nux  vomica  34 

Nymphaea  alba  169 

O 

Ochra  J  69 

Ocimum  ib. 

Oculi  cancrorum  105 

prseparati  231 

Oculus  bovis,  bellis  major  93 

Oepata,   anacardium  78 

Olea  169 

Oleum  abfinthites  492 

amygdalarum  255 

anethiflum  492 

animale  304 

buxi  267 

camphoratum  577 

chamasmelinum  492 

cornu  cervi  301 

cedri,  limonum  153 

cerae  269 

copaivas  compofitum         ib. 

carannse  ib. 

elemi  ib. 

effentiale  abfinthii  260 

anethi  ib. 

anifi  ib. 

aurantiorum  89 

carui  261 

caryophyllorum        ib. 

chamaemeli  ib. 

cinnamomi  262 

cymini  ib. 

fceniculi  ib. 


Oleum  effentiale  hyflbpi 
juniperi 
lavendulse 
lauri  bacc. 
limonum 
macis 
majorana? 
menthas  piperita 

vulgaris 
nucis  mofchata? 
origani 
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252 

ib. 
263 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
264 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 


piperis  jamaicenf.  266 


pulegii 

rhodii 

rorifmarini 

rutae 

fa  bin  a? 

faffafras 

terebinthinas 
ftiliginis 

gabniacum,  petroleum 
galbani 
guaiaci 

gum  mi  ammoniaci 
hyperici 
juglandium 
lateritium 
laurinum  ,. 
liliorum  alborum 
lini  fern, 
lumbricorum 
macis  expreffum 
e  mucilaginibus 
nucis  mofch.  expr. 
olivarum 
omphacinum 
palmse 

petrolei  barbadenfts 
rofarum  rub. 
rutaceum 
fagapeni 
fambucinum 
linapios 
flyracis 
fuccini 

fulphuris  per  camp, 
tacamahaccze 
tartari  per  deliq. 
terebinthina; 

jethereum 
viride 


264 
265 
264 
265 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

304 
181 
26J 
265 
269 
492 

25? 
268 
255 

493 

255 
492 

255 

493 
255 
169 

170 

174 
268 

495 
ib. 

269 
493 

269 

299 
2S4 
269 
279 
265 
268 

493 
Olenm 
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Oleum,  vitrioli 

Olibanum 

Oliva? 

Olus  atrum,  hippofelinum 

Olus  hifpanicum,  fpinacia 

Onifci,  millepedas 

Ononis 

Ophiogloflum 

Opium 

colatum 
Opobalfamum 
Opodeldoc 
Opopanax 

purificatus 
Orchis,  fatyrion 
Origanum 

creticum 
Orminum,  horminum 
Orobus 

Orva/a,  horminum 
Oryza 
Os  e  corde  cerwi ;  fepics  pifcis, 


lSt   1' 

i 


Ofmunda  regalis,  felix  florid  a 
Ojfifragus  lapis 
Ofteocolla 
OJieolitbos 

Ofteritiutn  ?  •  L    . 

An    ..       fimperatoria 
yJJtrutium  J      r 

Oftreorum  tefta;  prsep. 

Ovorum  tefta?  prsep. 

Oxalis,  acetofa 

Oxyacantha  galeni,  berberis 

<vulg.  fpina  alb. 

Oxycedrus,  juniperus 

Oxylapathum 

Oxymel  ex  allio 

pe&orale 

fcilliticum 

flmplex 
Oxymyrjine,  rufcus 
Oxyphanicon,  tamarind 

Oxytriphyllum    5     ^ 


283 
170 
169 

i'3 

35 

161 

171 

ib. 
ib. 

236 
172 
512 

237 
201 

173 
ib. 

»39 
173 
139 
*73 

&c. 

54 
127 

173 

142 

231 
232 
67 
94 
208 
144 
1 
443 

449 

ib. 

ib. 

T92 

216 

*54 


Paeonia  fcemina 

»74 

mas 

ib. 

Pal  ma 

ib. 

Paludapium,   apium  paluft. 

82 

Panacea  anrimonii 

351 

Panacea  mercurii 
rubra 

Panax 

Panicum 

Panis 

Panis  porcinus,  cyclamen 

Papaver  album 
.nigrum 
erraticum  7 
s|       5 


22, 


339 
335 

'73 

1 7^ 

221 
86 

'75 

ib. 

ib. 


176 

ib. 

177 

138 
158 

227 


rhasas 

Paralyfis 

Pareira  brava 

Parietaria 

Paris  herba 

Parthenium,  matricaria 

Paffula,  uvae  paflas 
Pafia  epifpaftica,    epithema  veiica- 
torium  514 

Paftinaca  hortenfis  1 77 

filveflris  ib. 

Pedicularia,   ftaphy fagr.  211 

Penidia,  faccharum  penidiatum  465 
Pentaphyllum 
Pep/us,  efula  minor 
Pepo 

Perdicaria,  parietaria 
Perfoliata       1 
Perforata,  hypericum 
P ericlymenum  caprifol. 
Perla,  margaritas 
Perfica 

Perlicaria  mitis 
urens 
Perfonata,  bardana 
Peruvianus  cortex 


l77 
220 
177 

ib. 

21 
140 
106 

157 

177 

ib. 

ib. 

92 

178 


48     Peruvianus    cortex    aromaticus,  fpu 


rius,  eleutheria 
Pes  ajininus,  alliaria 

columbinus,  geranium 

leonis,  alchimilla 
Petafites 
Petroleum 

barbadenfe 
Petrofelinum  macedonicum 

vulgare 
Petum,  nicotiana 
Peucedanum 
Pbilanthropus,  aparine 
Philonium  romanum 
londinenfe 
Phu,  Valeriana 
P by  Hit  is,  lingua  cervina 


125 

7i 

133 

70 

180 
181 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
166 
182 

82 
487 

ib. 
222 
153 


I 

N 

D 

Pkea,  rubra 

65 

Palofella,  auricula  muris 

89 

Pilulae     aethiopica? 

467 

alexeterise 

529 

ex  allio 

577 

aloeticas 

ib. 

antifebriles 

529> 

579 

aromaticse 

467 

afthmatica? 

5Z9 

belloft 

472 

cathartics 

530 

chalybeatas 

577 

cocciae  1 
cochitz  5 

469 

majores 

ib. 

minores 

ib. 

e  colycynth.  c. 

aloe 

469 

fimpliciores 

468 

communes 

473 

diambrae 

468 

diureticae 

53° 

ad  dyfenteriam 

ib. 

de  duobus 

468 

ecphradticse 

450 

.578 

cum  aculeo 

ib. 

chalybeate 

ib. 

purgantes 

ib. 

fcetidas 

470 

de  gambogia 

471 

gummofae 

47i> 

578 

hyfterica? 

53o 

iftericas 

53L 

579 

lunares 

316 

matthsei 

472 

mercuriales  471 

,  5  3* 

>578 

laxantes 

472 

.578 

pacifica? 

ib. 

pedtorales 

ib. 

piceas 

579 

roborantes 

532, 

580 

rudii 

253 

rufi 

473 

faponacese 

ib. 

fcilliticae 

474 

e  fpermate  ceti 

533 

ftomachica; 

474 

e  ftyrace 

477 

Pimenta,  piper  jamaic. 

183 

Pimpinella  alba 

182 

nigra 

183 

fanguiforba 

182 

faxifraga 

182 

E     X. 
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Pinus 
Piper  album 

jamaicenfe 

indicum 

longum 

nigrum 
Piper  caudatum,  cubebae 
Piperitis,  lepidium 
Pifa 

Pijfel-eum,  petrol,  barbad. 
Fiftachia  nux 

Pijiolocbia,   ariftoloch.  tenuis 
Pityufa,  efula  minor 
Pix  burgundica 
liquida 
ficca     1 
navalis  S 
arida     j 
Plantago 

Plumbago,  herba,  dentaria 
Plumbago  fojjllis,  vide  molybd&na. 
Plumbum  ? 

Plumbum  nigrum  -* 
Plumbum  candid,     annum 
Plumbum  cinereum1  bifmuth. 
Plumbum  uftum 
Pceonia 
Polium 

Poly  gala  <virginiana,  fenek. 
Polygonatunty  figill.  falomon. 
Polygonum,  centinodium 
Polygonum  minus,  herniar. 
Polypcdium 
Polytricum,  trichoman. 
Pompholyx 
Populus  nigra 
Porrum 
Portulaca 

Potentilla,   argentina 
Potio  balfamica 
Prafeum,   marrubium 
Primula  veris 
Prunella 
Pruna  brignolenfia 

damafcena 

gallica 

iilveftria 
Pfeudo-acorus,  gladiolus 
Pfeudo-pyrethrum,  ptarmica 
PJittnci  fern  en,  carthami 
I  fyllium, 


218 

183 

iK 
184 
183 

ib. 
120 
150 
184 
181 
169 

84 
220 
184 

ib. 

ih 
185 


1 35 

211 
96 

323 
174 
'85 
206 
207 
211 

139 
186 
221 
186 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

83 
580 

*S7 
187 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 
ib. 
ib. 

*33 

188 
108 
187 


Ptarmica 
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INDEX. 

Ptarmica 

188 

Tunica  malus,  granata    ^ 

T34 

Puleg 

urn  cervinum 

ib. 

Pyrethrum 

I881 

vulgars 

ib. 

Pyrites,  fulphuris  &  vitrioli  matrix 

Pulkaris  herba%  pfyllium 

187 

214 

,  226 

Pulmonaria 

188 

Pyrola 

it 

Pulparum  extractio 

235 

Pulvis 

alexipharmacus 
anthelminticus 

5'7 
518 

QL 

antiepilepticus 

450 

Quercus 

189 

antilyffus 

452 

Quinquefolium,    pentaphyl. 

177 

ari  compofitus 

4Si 

£>uinquener<via,  plantago 

185 

aftringens 

518 

Quinquina,  peruv.  cort. 

178 

balfamicus 

ib. 

bezoardicus 

453 

R 

e  bolo  comp.  cum  opio 

452 

fine  opio 

ib. 

Radix  brazilienf.  ipecacoan. 

142 

carminativus 

518 

dulcis ;  glycyrrhiza 

'34 

carthufianus 

351 

Ranarum  fperma 

189 

catharticus 

518 

Raphanus  rufticanusn 

falinus 

ib. 

marinus      > 

ib. 

cephalicus 

4,-6 

fylvejlris     3 

e  cerufla  comp. 

452 

Raphanus  fyl'vejlris   btfgis  £3° 

gallis 

e  chelis  cancr.  comp. 

453 

lepidium 

150 

comitis  <warcw.  e  fcam. 

455 

Rapum 

I.89 

contrayerv.  comp. 

454 

Realgar 

8> 

cornacchiai 

455 

Regina  prati,   ulmaria 

226 

diapente 

454 

Regulus  antimonii 

348 

diaromaton           458, 

580 

martialis 

ib. 

diafennje 

456 

medicinalis 

347 

diateffaron 

454 

ftellatus 

349 

diatragacanthi 

457 

Refinse 

246 

diureticus 

5]9 

Refina  aloes 

253 

emmenagogus 

ib. 

flava 

266 

febrifugus  craanii 

347 

guaiaci                   253, 

2  54 

de  gutteta 

450 

jalapii 

253 

hiera?  pierce 

458 

nigra 

268 

emyrrha  comp. 

454 

peruvian.  cort. 

253 

ad  partum 

455 

fcammonii 

254 

principis 

334 

Refiabonjis,  ononis 

171 

roborans 

5*9 

Rba,  rhaponticum 

198 

e  fcammon.  comp. 

455 

Rhabarbarum 

189 

e  fena  comp. 

ib. 

torrefaclum 

z34 

folutivus 

5X9 

Rhabarb.  alb.  mechoacan. 

158 

fkrnutatorius 

456 

Rbabarb.  antiquor.  rhaphont. 

190 

ad  ftrumas 

5*9 

Rhamnus  catbart.  fpin.  cerv. 

209 

fnccini  comp. 

456 

Rhaponticum 

190 

flypticus 

ib. 

Rhapont.  <vulg.  centaur,  maj. 

in 

teftaceus  ceratus 

580 

Rheum,  rhabarbarum 

189 

comp. 

581 

Rhodium 

152 

e  tragacanth.  comp. 

457 

Rhus  obfoniomm,  fumach 

214 

vermifugus 

5'8t 

Ribefia 

191 

purgans 

ih 

Rifagon, 
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657 

Rifagon,  cafumunar 

HI 

Sal  communis 

19S 
3ot 

.Rifigal 

85 

cornu  cervi 

Rob.  bacc.  juniperi 

H5 

diureticiis 

.  ,294 
riolat. 

fambuci 

244 

due  is  holfatits  "7     nitr.  vi 
enixus              \ 

Rogga,  fecale 

204 

291 
ib. 

Rorella     "7 
Ros  folisj" 

1 1 

effentialis  acetofae 

centaur,  min. 

Ros  maialis 

46 

cichorei 

ib: 

Rofacanina,  cynofbatos 

122 

euphraii'as 

ib. 

Rofa  damafcena  ( 
■pallida        J 

fumarias 

ib. 

191 

plantaginis 

ib. 

rubra 

ib. 

quercus 

ib; 

Rofmarinus 

ib. 

fixus  abfinthii 

2y7 

ib. 

Rubeta,  bufo 

99 

fabarum  flip. 

Rubia 

191 

geriiftae 

ib. 

Rubigo  chalyb.  prsep. 

3[7 

tartari 

278 

Rubinus 

55 

gemmae 

I96 

Rubus  idaeus 

1 92 

jovis 

326 

vulgaris 

ib. 

marinus 

196 

Rumex,  acetofa 

67 

martis 

321 

oxylapath. 

148 

mirabilis 

291 

Rufcus 

192 

polychreftus 

292 

Rufma,    pyrites  fulpbureo-cupreui 

,  vi- 

petra,  nitrura 

166 

trioli  casrulei  matrix        214, 

226 

prunella; 

292 

Ruta 

192 

fedativus 

ib. 

Ruta  capraria,  galega 

132 

fuccini 

299 

vitrioli 

272 

S 

volatilis  cornu  cervi 

30K 

fuliginis 

304 

Sabina 

193 

oleofus 

306 

Saccharum  albiffimum 

ib. 

extemporan 

582. 

album 

ib. 

falis  ammon. 

304 

candum          "7 
cryftallinumj 

ib. 

zinci 
Salep 

357 
201 

hordeatum 

465 

Salix 

35 

penidiatum 

ib. 

Salfaparilla,  farfaparil. 

200' 

rofatum 

ib. 

Salvia  hortenf.  major 

197 

rubrum 

193 

minor 

ib. 

faturni 

324 

filveflris 

ib. 

Sagapenum 

19+ 

Sambucus 

ib, 

praeparatum 

237 

Sambuc.  humilis,  ebulus 

124 

Sago 

194 

Sampfuchus,  majors  na 

2  55 

Sal    ammoniacus     antiqitorumy 

falis 

Sanguinaria,  centinodium 

21 1 

gemmae  Jlriata  /pedes 

196 

Sanguis  draco. us 

198 

Sal  ammoniacus 

194 

Sanguis  him  prseparat. 

237 

fadtitius 

305 

Sandaracha    arabum,      gumnn 

purificatus 

272 

deras 

136 

catharticus  amarus 

195 

Sandaracha     gracorum,      arte' 

glauberi 

291 

fulphuratum 

U  u 

6j8 
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SandyX)  ceruffa                    112, 

3Z4 

Scrophular.  aquat.  maj. 

204 

minium                 1 62, 

323 

mi7ior,  chelid. 

114 

Sanicula 

198 

vulgaris; 

204 

Santalum  album 

ib. 

Sebeften 

ib. 

citrinum 

ib. 

Seeale 

ib. 

rubrum 

IQQ 

Sedum 

ib. 

Santolina,  abrotan.  fcem. 

65 

Selenites,      gypfi    /pedes     cryftallina 

Santolina        ) 
Santonicum  y 

199 

Selinum,  petrofelin.  vulg. 

181 

Semen  cina     ~y 

&2/«fambuci,  rob 

2  44 

contra  v    r 
r    _     >■  fantonic 
Janet  up:  f 

Sapo  albus 

199 

199 

amygdalinus 

280 

Sementina       3 

mollis 

199 

Sempecmvum,  ledum 

204 

niger 

ib. 

Sena 

205 

cum  oleo  olivarum 

281 

Senecka 

zo6 

purificatus 

ib. 

Senecio,  erigeruKt 

124 

tartareus 

282 

Senecio  major,  jacobsea 

140 

Saponaria 

200 

Senica  gummi 

"15 

Sappan  lignum,  campechenfe 

)52 

Se?ma,  iena 

205 

Sapphirus 

55 

Sepia  pifcis  OS 

54 

Sarcocolla 

200 

Septinervia,  plantago 

185 

Sarfaparilla 

ib. 

Serapias,  falep 

201 

Saiiafras 

201 

Serapinum,  lagapenum 

194 

Satureia 

ib. 

Sericum 

206 

Saiumus,  plumbum 

I85 

Seriela,  endivia 

126 

Satyrium 

20I 

Seriphium,  abiinth.  marit. 

66 

Savina,  labina 

'93 

germanic.  fophia 

208 

Sax  ":aga  alba 

202 

Seris,  cichoreum 

114 

Saxyraga  rubra,  filipend. 

129 

Serpentaria,  dracontium 

124 

Saxifraga  vulgaris 

202 

Serpencaria  virginiana 

246 

Scabiofa 

ib. 

Serpiilum 

207 

Scammonium 

ib. 

Serpillum  citratum,  thymus 

220 

Scammon.  oriental,  gambog. 

132 

Serum  acetofum 

581 

Scariola,  endivia 

126 

aluminofum 

39+ 

Scariola  gallis,    la&uca  filveftris  0- 

epidemium 

582 

dore  virofa 

148 

fcorbuticum 

394 

Sdacarilla,  eleutheria 

125 

finapinum 

537 

Sell  la 

203 

folutivum 

ib. 

CO  ft  3 

234 

Sefamum 

207 

exiiccats 

ib. 

Sefeli  maffilienfe 

ib. 

Scincus 

203 

Sefeli  pratenf.  faxif.  vulg. 

202 

Scbananthus,  June,  odorat. 

144 

Sefeli  vulgare 

207 

Sclarea,  horminum 

139 

Sevum,  vide  axungia. 

Scolcpendria,  ceterach 

112 

ovillum  curatum 

233 

Scolopendrium,  ling.  cerv. 

153 

Sicla,  beta  alba 

94 

Scolymus,  cinara 

ib. 

Siderites  lapis,  vide  magnes. 

Scordium 

204 

Sief  album 

460 

Scorodonia,  falvia.  fllv. 

197 

Sigillata:  terrac 

56,97 

^coxzonera 

204 

Sigil- 

INDEX. 


I 


Sigillum  falomonls 
Siler  montan.  fefeli  vulg. 
Silefiaca  terra 
Silex 

Siligo,  fee  ale 

Siliqua  <egyptiaca,  caf.  fift 
Silphimn,  afa  fcetida 
Sinapi 

Sinapifmus  comp. 
iimp. 
Si/on 

Slum  arc77iatic 
Smaragdus 
Smymiu?n,  hippofelin. 
Soda,  cineres  clavellati 
Sol,  aurum 
Solarium  lethale 

lignofum 
vulgare 
Solatium  <vejicarium,   alkekengi 
Solclanella,  braffica  marina 
.Solidago,  virga  aurea 
Solutio  mercurii 

thebaica 

veneris  volatilis 
Sonchus 
Sophia 

Sory,  vide  rufma. 
Species  aromaticae 
Species  diambrte  fine  odor  at  is 
Species  e  fcordio  cum  opio 

iineopio  ib. 

Specularis  lapis,   talci  /pedes  foliacea, 
lamellis  amplis,  tenuijjimis,   fjfili 


207 
ib. 

97 

55 
20 }. 

iog 

87 

207 

s.6 


arnora.  vulg.  77 

55 

1 39 

H5 
90 

208 
ib. 
ib. 

70 

99 
225 

332 
43  5 
322 

35 
203 


a. 


bus 
Sperm  a  ceti 
Sperm  a  ranarum"? 
Sperniola  '  $ 

Spica  fcemina,  lavend.  anguft. 

mas,  lavend.  latifol. 

ttardi,  nardus  indica 

plantaginea,  coronop. 

vulgaris,  laven.  anguft. 
Spina  alba 

cervina 

infecloria 
folutiva 
Spinacia 
Spiritus  aceti 


•ia    > 

•  s 


56 

208 
189 
149 

•/ 
2P. 

165 

1 1 

149 

208 

209 

35 
289 


Spiritus  anhereus  terebinth, 
vini 
camphorae  tartarizat. 
cochlearias 
aureus 
.     purgans 
cornu  cervi 
croci 
fuliginis 
lavend.  comp. 
fimp. 
mindereri 
nitri  dulcis 

glauberi 
rorifmarini 
falinus  aromatic, 
falis  ammoniaci 
cum  calce 
dulcis 
falis  marini 

coagulates 
dulcis 
glauberi 
fuccini 

fulphur  per  camp, 
terebinthinaa 
vinof.  aethereus 

camphoratus 


6  59 

268 
298 

435 

376 

.377 

ib. 

301 

.375 
30+ 
374 
373 
296 

2Q8 

a.8<; 

373 
306 

3°4 
305 
306 
287 
293 

2  99 

285 

209 
284 
265 
298 
434 


373 
210 
269 
283 

ib. 
306 

ib. 


reftificatus  209,  371 

tartarizatus' 

tenuior 

vitrioli  dulcis 

fords 

tenuis 

volatilis  aromaticus 

fcetidus 

oleofus      306,  582? 

Spodium  arabibus    cif    gallis,  terra 

abforbens,  ebur  uftum  5  3 

Spodium   gratis,  flares    zinci  grifei 

2Z7>  357 

Spongia  2\o 

ufta  234 

Squinantb  ]\xnc  odorat.  144 

Stannum  211 

pulveratum  326 

Staphyfagria  2 1 1 

Stapbylinus,  dauc.  hort.  1 23 

Stellaria,  alchimilla  70 

U  u  2  Stella 


I 
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16 

56 

n£« 

173 

212 

81 

21  z 

ib. 

(66o 

Stella  terra,  CGronopus 

talcum 
Stelochites,  oueocolla 
Stem?harga,  vide  lac  luns. 
Stercora  , 

Stibium,  antimon. 
Stcechas 

citrina 
Strammoneurh 

Struthium,  faponaria  200 

Styrax  alia,  balf.  peruv.  alb.  92 

Styrax  calamita  212 

colatus  235 

liquida                 •  213 

Suber  ib. 

Succi  fcorbutici  243 

Succinum  213 

pr  separatum           -  232 

Succinum  grlfeum,  ambragrifea        75 

Succus  glycyrrhizse,  extrad.  249 

Succus  prun.  filveftr  244 

Succifa,  morfus  diaboli  1 62 

Sulphur  214 

antimonii'      •  342 

auratum  349 

prsecipitatum  ib. 

faftitium  214 

nativum  ib. 

praecipitatum  3 1  1 

vivum  2 1 4 

Sumach  215 

Symphytum       7  COnfolida  major  , , 

medium,  bugula  I OO 

minimum,  bellis  minor  93 

Byrupus  ex  allio  437 

ex  althaea  438 

aurant.  cort.  ib. 

fucc.  441 

balfamicus  440 

caryoph.  aromat.  ib. 

caryoph.  rubr.  439 

croci  440 

cydoniorum  ib. 

diacodium  441 

kermefmus  440 

limonum  fucc.  ib. 

e  meconio  441 

jnororum  ib. 
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Syrupus  papaveris  alb. 

44* 

errat.    7 
rhsead.  S 

ib. 

paralyfis 

443 

peftoralis 

442 

pceoniae 

443 

e  quinque  radicib. 

ib. 

e   rhamno  cathartico, 

fpina 

cervina 

445 

rofar  pallidar.  7 
rofar  folutiv.  i 

443 

e  roiis  ficcis 

ib. 

rubi  idaei  frucl:. 

44 l 

facchari 

445 

de  fena  &  rheo 

444 

fcilliticus 

ib. 

iimplex 

ib. 

de  fpina  cervina 

445 

de  fymphyto 

ib. 

viol  arum 

ib. 

zingiberis 

446 

T 

Tahacum,  nicotiana 

166 

Tabellae  antacids 

533 

anthelmintica? 

ib. 

diatragacanthi 

466 

cardialgics 

495 

purgantes 

534 

Tacamahacca 

215 

Talcum 

56 

Talcum  anglicupi,  Jibrofum ;  gypfi 
f pedes  Jlriata  5  6 

Talcum  -venetum,  talci  /pedes  foliacea. 
lamellis  parvis,  fjjtlibus,  njirejcens 

56 

Tamarindus  216 

Tamarice        J 

Tamarifcus  >  ib. 

Tamdrix       j 

Tanacetum? 

Tanajia         S 

Tapfus  barbatus  ib. 

Taraxacum,  dens  leonis  123 

Tartarus  2 1 6 

emeticus  355 

regeneratus  294 

folubilis  293 

Tartarus 


ib. 
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Tartarus  vitriolatus  290 

Tegula  hibernica,  vide  lapis. 

Telas  aranearum  83 

Telephium,  craflula  1 1 9 

Terebinth,  argentoratenf.  218 

e  chio  2 1 7 

communis  218 

e  cypro  2 1 7 

veneta  ib. 

Terra  japonica  141 

foliaca  tartari  294 

lemnia  97 

figillata  56,  97 

filefiaca  97 

Terra  cretica,  creta  1 1 9 

Terra  merita,   curcuma  121 

Terreorum  prasparatio-  231 

Teftae  oftreorum  7          „„  .„  .L 

?  prasparatas  ib. 
ovorum     j  r     r 

Tetrapharmacum  506 

Thalifirum    <vulgo,    ruta   pratenfis ; 

gallis  fophia  chirurg.  208 

Thapfia  2 1 9 

thapfia  gallis   ejl   laferpitium  vul- 

gatius 

Thea  2 1 9 

antiphthifica  536 

Theriaca  583 

andromachi  482 

diateffaron  455 

edinenfis  486 

londinenfis  ib. 

Thermae  48 

Thlafpi  219 

Tblafpifatuum,  burfa  pafloris     1 00 

Thora  133 

Thus  fcemininum  ) 

mafculum     >  oliban. 

corticofum    j 

Thus  jud&orum,   an  elutheria  ?     125 

Thus  vulgare  219 

Thymelaea  226 

Thymiama,  an  eleutheria  ?  125 

Thymus  220 

citratus  ib. 

Tilia  ib. 


170 


?  borax  nondum  purify       98 
412 


Tincar 
Tinciura  amara 


Tinclura  antimonii  4^ 

diaphoretic!  ib. 

antiphthifica  421 

aromatica  ib. 

balfamica  412 

benzoini  ;^# 

cantharidum4i  3,540,5  83 

cardamomi  414 

caftorei  ib, 

cephalica  407 

purgans  ib. 

cinnamoni  41 5 

corticis  peruvian.  ib. 

■     compofita  416 

volatilis  415 

croci  4I 6 

foetida  ib, 

fuliginis  ib, 

guaiacina  volat.  417 

hellebori  nigri  407 

behetii,  ftyptica  423 

jalapii  417 

compofita  418" 

japonica  ib. 

ipecacoanhae  406 

lacca?  418 

martis  4 1 9 

riorum  ib. 

in  fpiritu  falis  ib. 

melampodii  4 1 9 

menthse  399 

myrrhae  420 

myrrh  32  &  aloes  ib. 

opii  410 

rhabarb.  amara  421 

dulcis  ib. 

fpirituof.  420 

vinofa  407 

rofarum  399 
facra                   408,  584 

falis  tartari  425 

falutifera  422 

faturnina  42 1 

fena?  425 

ferpentarias  123 

compofita  409 

ftomachica  423 

ad  ftomachicos  409 

ftyptica  423 

Tinftura 
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Tisictura  fuccini  , 
fudorifica 
fulphuris  ■ 
volatilis 
thebaica 
tolutana 
valerians  fnnp. 

volat.  ib. 

veneris  322 

veratri  426 

Trthymalus  220 

Tormentilla  ib. 

'Iota  bona,  bonus  henric.  98 

Tragacantha  136 

Tricbites,    vide  alwnen  plimwf.  merum. 

Trichomanes  221 

Trifolium  paluftre  ib. 

Trifol.  acetofian,  lujula  154 

aureum,  hepat.  nob.  138 

Jibrinum,  trifol.  paluft.       221 

odoratwn,  lotus  urbana     1  54, 

Tripharmacum  511,  513 

TriJJago,  chamsedrys  1 1 3 

Triticum  221 

Trochifci,  albirhazis  460 

bechici  albi  461 

flavi  ib, 

nigri  ib. 

rubri  ib. 

ecarabe  456 

cardialgici  465 

cypheos  461 

diafulphuris  464 

hedychroi  462 

de  minio  ib. 

de  myrrha  ib. 

nervini  534 

enitro  4^3 

e  fcilla  ib. 

fcillitici  ib. 

fiaiagogi  534- 

e  fpongia  ufta  5  84, 

fiomachici  554 

fuaveolen  <■<=■<;  ib. 

?  fulphure  463 

e  terra  japonica  464 

vipenni  ib. 

Tunica,  caryoph.  hort.  109 

Turpethum  minerale  341 


ib. 

radix 

222 

424 

Turlitb  garganic .  th  ap  fi  a 

219 

ib. 

Turquejia,  es  cupro  tinclum 

120 

312 

Tuffilago 

222 

409 

major,  petafites 

180 

426 

Tutia 

222 

ib. 

praeparata 

232 

u 


226 


3r> 
16 


Ulmaria 

Umbilicus  muralis 

Vmbilic,  •veneris,  cotyledon 

Unguentum  asgyptiacum  447 

album  504 

camphoratum  ib. 

ex  althaea  50; 

antipforicum  ib. 

cum  mercurio  ib. 

cum  fulphure  ib. 

arcsei  508 

bafdicum  506 

flavum  505 

nigrum  506 

viride  ib. 

citrinum  ib. 

cceruleum  fortius  ib. 

mitius  ib. 

deliccativ.  rubr.  507 

dialthsese  505 

diapompholyg.  507 

digeftivum  5  84 

emolliens  ib. 

epifpafticum  512 

e  gummi  elemi  507 

e  lapide  calamin.  514 

martiatum,  viride  512 

e  mercur.  prascip.  508 

mercuriale      508,  584 

nervinum  ib. 

nutritum  ib. 

opodeldoc  512 

ophthalmic  509 

paralyticum  585 

epice  539 

piceum  585 

pomatum  51Q 

populeon  509 

Unguen- 


I 

N 

D    E    X. 

6% 

Unguentum  ad  pforam 

585 

Vinum  aloetic.  alj>alin. 

403 

rofaceum 

510 

amarum 

404. 

fambucinum 

509 

aromaticum 

538 

faturninum 

510 

antimoniale  ? 
benedi£lu?n     £ 

fimplex 

ib. 

440 

e  fulphure 

ik 

chalybeatum 

405 

tetrapharmacum 

506 

croceum 

ib. 

tripharmacum 

S11 

emeticum 

404 

tutiae 

ib. 

guaiacinum 

538 

camphoratum 

585 

cum  hellebore 

ib. 

vermifugum 

51* 

ipecacoanhaj 

406 

ad  veficatoria 

512 

millepedatum 

ib. 

viride 

ib. 

peruvianum 

539 

Unguis  odoratus,    vide  hlatta  byzan- 

fcorbuticum           53? 

»  539 

tina. 

viperinum 

ib. 

Ungula  alcis 

70 

Viola  lutea,  cheiri 

113 

Uugula  caballina,  tuffilago 

222 

Viola  martia  7 
Violaria           £ 

XJnicornufoJjile,  terra  abforbens 

53 

224 

Urinaria,  dens  leonis 

123 

Vipera 

ib. 

Urtica  iners        ?    , 
mortua    ^ 

148 

Viperaria  hifpanica  fcorzonera      204 
Viperina,  ferpentaria  virginiana  206 

Urtica  romana 

227 

Virga  aurea 

225 

vulgaris 

ib. 

Viride  aris,  aerugo 

68 

Ufquebach 

423 

Vifcus 

225 

U<ua  crifpa,  grofful. 

35 

Vitex,  agnus  caftus 

69 

lupina,  herba  paris 

138 

Vitis 

225 

ferpentina,   bryonia 

99 

Vitis  alba,  bryonia 

99 

Uvas  pafTae  majores 

227 

id<sa,  rubus  idseus 

192 

minores 

ib. 

Vitriolum 

225 

U<vulariat  hippogloff. 

J39 

album         1 
.    .            (     nativum 

226 

V 

n    ■    r     \     faaitium 
gojlarienje     j 

cajruleum          ^ 

357 

Vaccinia,  myrtilli 

16 

cupri                     J 

Valeriana  hortenfis 

222 

'venereum            (    nativum  226 

filveftris 

ib. 

kungaricum        f  faftkium    ib. 

Vaniglia,  banilia 

II 

romanum  nojiraA 

Venus,  cuprum 

I20 

tibus  falfo  die-  \ 

Veratru?n,  helleb.  alb. 

l37 

turn.                   J 

Verbajcum,  tapfus  barb. 

216 

viride                "\ 

Verbena 

223 

ferri                   /   nativum  226 

Verbena  faem.  erylimum 

127 

martiale             \  fa&itium  321 

Vermicelli 

16 

anglicanum        ( 

Veronica  aquat.  becabung. 

93 

romanum  <verum  J 

fumina,  elatine 

124. 

Vitriolum  calcinatum 

2  74 

Veronica  mas 

223 

Vitrum  antimonii 

351 

Vetonica,  caryoph,  rub. 

109 

ceratum 

352 

Vincetoxicum 

223 

Vulgago,  afarum 

87 

Vinum 

224 

Vufoaria,  atriplex  fcetida 

88 

Winter- 


664 


w 


Winteranus  cortex 
Wifmuthum,  bifmuthum 


Xyloaloes,  agallochum 
XylocaJiat  cafia  lignea 


I    N    D    E    X. 

Zagu,  fago 
Zarnich 
227     Zarza,  farfaparilla 
96     Zedoaria 
Zibethum 
Zincum 

piirificatura 
68     Zingiber 
no  conditum 

Zizjpha,  jujubse 


194 

85 
200 

ib. 

ib. 

357 

228 

242 

J44. 


Zagarilla,  eleutheria 


125 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 


Page 'jo,  column  T,  line  ^i,  for  Rail  read  Gerardi.  Page  355,  col.  2, 
#».  26,  _/or  fix  pints  read  four  pints.  Page  374»  f0^  T>  &*•  *  8  ;  and  fag. 
386,  co/.  1.  /z'#.  <^  from  the  bottom  ;  and  pag.-$Q.2,  col.  1,  lin.  \  5,  from 
the  bottom;  for  two  read  three.  .Ptfg.  358,  col.  I,  //».  25  ;  andpag.  409, 
ta/.  i,  //».  4;  ycr  four  read  two.  Pag.  364,  co/.  1,  /*'«.  6  from  the 
bottom,  dele  and  a  half.  i£/</.  /z'«.  22.  «/?*>*  balm  add  each  one  pound. 
.Pag.  380,  c<?/.  2,  /*'».  5,  after  butter  bur «<# roots  one  pound. 
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